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Agricultural land valuations
for 2013 will increase
i.e. long term average production
based on land quality. Hay prices
are used to value production from
irrigated lands, wheat prices on
dry land, and private land grazing
fees for rangeland. The ﬁve year
weighted averages are as follows,
alfalfa, $110.00, wheat, $5.87, and
grazing fees, $16.61. The ﬁve year
weighted average interest rate, as
reported by Farm Credit Services,
is 5.047 percent.
Cost of production is used to determine returns to the land. While
costs have increased, output prices
have increased relatively more. The
net returns are then divided by the
interest rates. Dividing a larger number by a smaller number is driving
the increased value of land, based on
normal production.

By Kerin Clark
Students from across Wyoming
learned more about agriculture and
were recently recognized for their
participation in the 2012 Wyoming
Farm Bureau (WyFB) “Ag Books
for Kids” contests. The 2012 contests included: Coloring Contest for
kindergarten and ﬁrst grade; Poster
Contest for second and third graders; and a Book Review Contest for
fourth and ﬁfth graders.
This year county Farm Bureaus
across the state donated 405 “Seed,
Soil, Sun” books by Cris Peterson
to Wyoming elementary schools as
part of the WyFB Young Farmer &
Rancher Committee “Ag Books for
Kids” project. The students then had
the opportunity to participate in a
contest to show what they learned
about agriculture.
County winners were forwarded
to the district where three winners
were selected. District winners all
received a copy of “Seed, Soil, Sun”

and were forwarded to the state contest. See page 7 for district winners.
Coloring Contest
Hulett ﬁrst grader Kenna Kromarek was the state winner of the
coloring contest. Kromarek received
a $50 cash prize from the Wyoming
Farm Bureau and an agriculture
book titled “Seed, Soil, Sun.” The
book was signed by the Honorable
Governor Matt Mead. Kromarek is
in Ms. Shatzer’s class at Hulett Elementary. She is the daughter of Paul
Kromarek.
Matisse Weaver, of Fremont
County, was the second place state
winner. Weaver received a $25 cash
prize and an agriculture book. Weaver is a ﬁrst grader in Mr. Hemingway’s class at North Elementary in
Lander.
Poster Contest
Faith Anderson, of Crook County, won the state poster contest. Anderson received a $50 cash prize
See ‘Ag Books for Kids’ page 7
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By Brett Moline
Preliminary information has been
released by the Wyoming Department of Revenue concerning agricultural property valuations. All
classes of agricultural land (irrigated
crop, dry crop, and range land) will
see an increase in valuation, and
taxes paid.
Irrigated crop land will increase
19.3%, dry crop land, 16.0%, and
rangeland will increase 11.4%.
The reason for the large increase
is two-fold: increased commodity
prices and lower interest rates. A
ﬁve-year weighted average, with
the most current value receiving the
most weight, is used in determining
land values. Actual production does
not enter into the equations, because “normal production” is used,
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Weston County Farm Bureau President Joe Simmons presents “Ag Books for
Kids” contest awards to Weston County students. Shown here are: Simmons,
Clayton Louderback, and Annika Coberly. Louderback was the state runnerup and Coberly won the state book review contest. Both are students in Mrs.
Schmidt’s ﬁfth grade class at Upton Elementary. Photo by Lisa LeVasseur,
Weston County Gazette.
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Immigration War Hitting too Close to Home
By Bob Stallman, American Farm visa program to enable farmers to get
Bureau Federation President
the temporary and seasonal workers
Labor shortages have been a signiﬁ- needed for their farms. Farmers and
cant challenge to U.S. agriculture for ranchers who live along the Mexican
as long as I can remember.
line deserve a secure border
On my rice farm in Texas
and a major component of
growing up, it seemed we
that is having a visa prowere always running short
gram that allows a legal
of farmhands when it came
ﬂow of workers back and
time to harvest.
forth across the border so
But now, unlike the simborder security ofﬁcials can
pler days of my youth when
concentrate their resources
we could just hire teenagers
on the illegal activities.
and retirees, farmers and
The American Farm
ranchers are facing new Bob Stallman
Bureau Federation supchallenges with labor issues. From ports federal jurisdiction, as well as
border security concerns and state ver- increased presence and cooperation
sus federal authority questions to I-9 of all branches of law enforcement on
audits and government-caused labor both sides of our borders, to eliminate
delays under the H2-A program, ﬁnd- border issue challenges facing many
ing a reliable agriculture workforce is of our members, like theft, drug and
becoming more and more difﬁcult.
human trafﬁcking, as well as illegal
From the Border to the Court
crossing. We must secure our borders
Farmers and ranchers in states like by the most technologically advanced
Mississippi and Arizona are currently means possible and in a way that has
caught in the crosshairs of an immigra- minimal impact on farmers and ranchtion battle that’s been waged over state ers.
versus federal control. Arizona took
Stepping off the Fence
their case for state authority (based on
With proposed implementation of
legislation S1070) all the way to the mandatory E-verify (a system that alU.S. Supreme Court in May and is ex- lows businesses to determine the eligipecting a decision later this month. In bility of their employees to work in the
the meantime, other states are waiting U.S.) in our near future, an agricultural
in the wings to determine the impact guest worker program that addresses
the court’s decision will have on them. farmers’ unique needs has become a
For Arizona farmers, S1070 is only necessity. AFBF will only support a
a band aid that has been applied over mandatory E-verify program if there
the festering, underlying problem of is a workable solution for agriculture.
border security and of reforming the Absent that solution, if E-Verify is

Calendar of Events
June
1 ........WyFB Membership Committee Meeting at 9:30 a.m.—Casper
1 ........WyFB Board Meeting at 1 p.m.—Casper

11......Joint Revenue Legislative Interim Committee Meeting at 8 a.m.—Capitol Building in
Cheyenne
12 ......Joint Transportation and Revenue Legislative Interim Committee Meeting at 8 a.m.—Game
and Fish ofﬁce in Cheyenne
13.......Joint Transportation Legislative Interim Committee Meeting at 8 a.m.-- Capitol Building in
Cheyenne
26-27 .Joint Travel, Recreation, Wildlife and Cultural Resources Legislative Interim Committee
Meeting—Rock Springs

July
14 ......Fremont County Farm Bureau Picnic—Community Center in Pavillion

August
11-18...100th Celebration: Wyoming State Fair--Douglas
22-23...Joint Travel, Recreation, Wildlife and Cultural Resources Legislative Interim Committee
Meeting at 8 a.m.—Jackson
26 ......Johnson County Farm Bureau Annual Meeting/Picnic at noon—Watts Cabin on Middle Fork
26 ......Carbon County Farm Bureau Picnic—Riverside Park in Saratoga

September
20 ......Fremont County Farm Bureau Annual Meeting at 6:30 p.m.—The Bull Restaurant in
Riverton
24-25...Joint Agriculture Legislative Interim Committee Meeting at 8:30 a.m.--Hulett

November
15-17 ...WyFB Annual Meeting—Hilton Garden Inn in Laramie

implemented, agriculture faces losing
millions of dollars in productivity due
to labor shortages.
In hopes of ﬁnding a workable solution that meets the needs of our members, Farm Bureau created a work
group charged with looking at labor
challenges more closely and how best
to use our policy to resolve them. Made
up of Farm Bureau leaders and staff
from across the nation, the work group
is looking at all parts of the equation,
including options that provide a secure
workforce, allows portability, address-

es the needs of all commodities and
limits bureaucratic red tape.
Everyone is affected by the ensuing immigration battle playing out
in our nation. Unfortunately, no one
feels its impact more than farmers and
ranchers living and working on our
borders, as well as those who are continually faced with labor shortages on
their farms. Band aids will not work.
Congress must get to the root of the
problem by providing a guest worker
program that works for the entire agricultural sector.

Carla Livingston’s legacy
will continue teaching us
By Ken Hamilton, Wyoming
Carla left a legacy which will be
Farm Bureau Federation Execu- with us. She helped out on the ranch in
tive Vice President
ways that most of us will never know.
We all new it was inevitable, that it Like most agricultural families, her
would only be a matter of
contribution for a numtime before Carla’s body
ber of years was outside
succumbed to the ravages
income. It was perhaps
of brain cancer, but those
that outside income that
of us who knew Carla Livlead to the contribution
ingston still hoped for that
that will mean as much or
miracle that would indicate
more with her teaching of
Carla’s cancer suddenly retomorrow’s generations.
versed its course and everyLike most ranch wives she
thing was going to be OK.
was able to help not only
On April 29 we learned
agriculture, but the comKen Hamilton
such was not to be the
munity as well.
case and her battle ended. Through
In the Farm Bureau family her
out it all Perry and his family kept us sense of humor was a joy. We will
posted and remained strong. Carla certainly miss her sense of humor,
did too and all of the family served but also all of the other aspects that
as an inspiration to the rest of us.
added to the package. The comThe unsung heroes in our Farm munity will undoubtedly miss her
Bureau family are the spouses and contributions as will her students
it seems that it isn’t until something and fellow teachers, the friends that
like this experience comes along that were part of her life and most of all
we are reminded just how important her parents, sons and husband.
these members are to the work that
I’m sure all will join with me in
gets done. There is never enough wishing the family the best of our
thanks to go around.
prayers in this difﬁcult time.
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Obituary
Carla Lynn Livingston
Feb. 16, 1952-April 29, 2012
Carla Lynn Livingston, 60, of
Sundance, WY passed away on
April 29th at the Close to Home
Hospice house in Gillette, WY.
Surrounded by her family, she
went very peacefully after battling brain cancer for 18 months.
Carla was born Carla Lynn
Thompson on February 16, 1952
in Cheyenne, WY to Glen and
Aloha Thompson. She spent
most of her youth growing up
in Cheyenne, graduating from
Cheyenne Central High School
in 1970. She attended the University of Wyoming where she
met and married Perry Ellis Livingston. They were wed on August 18th, 1973. In May of 1974,
they moved to the Livingston
Ranch south of Sundance where
they raised their two boys Travis
Ellis and Christopher Glen.
Carla completed a Bachelor’s
and Master’s degree in Education from Black Hills State University in 1987 and 1993 respectively. Her ﬁrst teaching job was
at Wagon Wheel Elementary in
Gillette, WY. The following year
she started work at Sundance Elementary. She taught for over
23 years loving her work, fellow teachers and especially her
students. As a dedicated teacher,
Carla never stopped learning.
She was a leader and innovator
in education, as well as respected
and dearly loved by her peers and
students.
When she wasn’t working at
school, Carla enjoyed quiet time
at home on the ranch or traveling
with family. Among her friends,
Carla was an instigator of the “get
together.” She was a hostess in
her dining room for family dinners, holiday gatherings, summer

barbeques, reunions, and even a
few class ﬁeld trips. A summer
visit to the ranch meant taking
in the views of Carla’s wonderful yard and beautiful ﬂower gardens. She’s also known for her
great smile and wonderful laugh.
Her love and support for others
along with her amazing sense
of humor brought comfort and
smiles to so many. She spent her
life loving her husband, her boys,
and her students. She was truly
an inspiration.
Carla is survived by her husband Perry, two sons, Travis with
wife Kendall of Mitchell, SD,
and Chris with wife Zhuoqun
‘Amanda’ of Sundance, WY. As
well as her parents Glen and Aloha Thompson of Sundance, WY,
a sister Tani Sandy of Newcastle,
WY, and a brother Dan with wife
Dian of Scottsdale, AZ.
A memorial service was held
on Saturday, May 19th at Sundance High School. A memorial
fund has been established at Sundance State Bank. Donations can
be made to: Carla Livingston
Memorial Fund, P.O. Box 950,
Sundance, WY 82729.

Membership Committee meeting June 1
Membership quotas, review of annual membership reports, the new
GM member beneﬁt and other membership subjects will be discussed
at the annual Wyoming Farm Bureau Membership Committee meeting
June 1. The three “Outstanding Membership Worker” awards will also
be presented. The meeting will begin at 9:30 a.m. at the Ramada Plaza
Riverside in Casper and adjourn by noon. Lunch will be served.
WyFB Membership Coordinator Dominique Giroux will provide oneon-one Access and membership help following lunch; please indicate if
you have interest for this training when you RSVP to Dominique.
Reservations for the lunch meeting are due to Dominique Giroux
at 800.442.8325 or dgiroux@wyfb.org.

CME Group – and Everyone Else
– to Expand Trading Hours on
Key Agricultural Contracts
By John Anderson, American
Farm Bureau Federation Senior
Economist
Earlier this month, the Intercontinental Exchange (ICE) announced that it would start trading
essentially the same corn, wheat,
soybeans, soybean oil and meal
contracts as are currently traded
in Chicago on the CME (and for
many decades prior to that on the
Chicago Board of Trade). The
major difference between the new
ICE contracts and existing CME
contracts is that the ICE contracts
will be traded electronically 22
hours a day.
Not surprisingly, within hours
of the ICE announcement, the
CME group announced that it
would be expanding trading hours
for its grain, oilseed complex,
and ethanol contracts. Currently,
CME Group contracts trade in the
traditional open-outcry format
from 9:30 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. In addition, contracts trade on the electronic Globex platform in conjunction with open-outcry trading
from 9:30 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. as
well as from 6:15 p.m.-7:30 a.m.
Now, in response to the competition from ICE, electronic trading
at the CME will extend from 6:00
p.m. each weekday to 4:00 p.m.
the following day. The exception is that for Monday business,
trading will begin at 5:00 p.m. on
Sunday evening. These new hours
will be implemented on Sunday,
May 20.
Clearly, no Exchange wants to
cede trading volume to a rival offering a longer trading window.
In fact, the Kansas City Board
of Trade (KCBT) and Minneapolis Grain Exchange (MGE) have
also already announced their own
plans to move to 22 hour electronic trading on their wheat contracts,
with hours to match CME’s electronic trading. With the growth in
electronic trading in recent years,
this change has been inevitable
for some time. Still, the move to
essentially round-the-clock trading does give rise to a number of
concerns.
First, round-the-clock trading
complicates the release of USDA
reports. Traditionally, these reports have been released when
markets are closed to give the
market time to digest any new information before trading occurs.

The purpose, of course, is to reduce the kind of market volatility
that could occur from traders acting on an incomplete or erroneous
“instant” analysis of the report information. With expanded trading
hours, USDA will now either need
to shift the release of all reports
to the two-hour window late in
the day (a very difficult logistical
feat), or the reports will have to be
released while trading is actively
occurring. The release of reports
into an actively trading market is
likely to increase the market volatility around those reports.
Second, the CME Group currently has well established rules
for how much prices are allowed
to change on a given day. These
limits, when hit, essentially lock
the market for the remainder
of that trading day. Given that
the trading day will now last 22
hours, it is likely the exchanges
will suggest that daily limit locks
should instead shift to the kind
of ‘circuit breaker’ arrangement
that is used in equities markets.
In that system, when the market
locks limit up or down, trading is
halted for a set period of time then
limits are reset to their prescribed
higher level and trading resumes.
This is essentially the same procedure that is currently followed
except that it now plays out over
multiple trading days rather than
over the course of several hours,
potentially within a single trading day. While a circuit breaker
arrangement for limits does give
the market some time to catch up
and for new information to flow
into the market, it will be nothing like the full day halt that now
exists for these grain and oilseed
contracts.
Finally, both of the preceding
factors contribute to the third concern, which is that the increase in
volatility in these markets could
lead to changes in margin requirements. Producers, as hedgers,
need access to the futures markets
for risk management purposes, as
does much of the grain/oilseed
handling system. Higher volatility
and a consequent increase in margin requirements will just make
using these markets that much
more expensive for those true
hedgers, whether farmers, elevator operators or other processors
of the physical product.
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Joint Agriculture committee meets
By Brett Moline
The ﬁrst Joint Agriculture, State
and Public Lands, and Water Resources Legislative Interim Committee meeting was May 7 and 8 in
Lander. At this meeting the committee heard annual reports from several state agencies.
State Lands and Investment
The ﬁrst agency to give an update was the ofﬁce of State Lands
and Investment. Ryan Lance, Director, indicated currently few new
loans using state funds are being
utilized. The rate charged by the
State Farm Loan board is substantially higher than other sources. Mr.
Lance also presented information

concerning the State purchase of the
Moriah Ranch, in Northern Albany
County. The 12,900 acre ranch was
purchased for $11.2 million. Mr.
Lance indicated no management
plan has been instituted at this time.
The SLIB has not yet decided if the
management of this property will be
similar to the Duncan Ranch or if
a completely different plan will be
formulated. There is hope it will be
open for hunting big game the next
season.
State Forester
Bill Crapser, State Forester, gave
an update on ﬁre conditions across
the state. Mr. Crapser indicated
early estimates put the ﬁre danger

AFBF’s Rick Krause
announces retirement
Wolves, grazing, property rights,
and clean air are just a few of the issues
impacting Wyoming and the West that
American Farm Bureau Federation
staff member Rick Krause has worked
on during his time at AFBF. After
32 years of dedicated service to the
American Farm Bureau Federation,
Krause has announced he will retire
on Aug. 10, 2012.
“Rick’s advice and legal expertise
were invaluable in the debates on
western land issues and just about every county Farm Bureau leader was
aware of Rick’s efforts on the wolf
introduction effort in the early nineties,” said Ken Hamilton, Wyoming
Farm Bureau executive vice president. “I’m sure many of our members
who knew Rick will join with me in
wishing him a well deserved retirement.”
Rick Krause joined the American
Farm Bureau Federation as Assistant
Legal Counsel in August 1980 working in the AFBF General Counsel’s
ofﬁce in Park Ridge, Illinois. During
his years of service, Rick developed
a widely respected expertise of federal policies affecting land use, property and water rights issues, wildlife
management, eminent domain, and
endangered species. He has been a
strong advocate of Farm Bureau’s
policies on grazing and the “multiple
use” approach to public lands.
Rick moved to the AFBF Washington, D.C. ofﬁce in 2001 as Senior
Director of Congressional Relations
in the Public Policy Department. He
later assumed additional responsibilities handling the Clean Air Act and
spearheading AFBF’s opposition to
cap-and-trade legislation.
Rick has worked regularly with

Rick Krause

agencies such as the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM), the Forest Service, the Fish and Wildlife Service,
and the Environmental Protection
Agency.
Rick is a native of Wilmette, Ill.
and attended Georgetown University
in Washington, D.C., receiving his
B.A. degree in 1968. After graduation from the University of Michigan
at Ann Arbor with a J.D. degree, he
went into private law practice in Des
Moines, Iowa, before accepting the
position of legislative attorney with
the American Medical Association.
From there, he came to the American
Farm Bureau Federation.
“Rick has had a distinguished career with Farm Bureau and served
our members very well,” Mark Maslyn, AFBF executive director of public policy, said. “We thank him for his
dedicated service and wish he and his
wife Linda and their family all the
very best in the years ahead.”

highest in the Southwest and South
Central regions of Wyoming. The
State Forestry Department is working with counties to combat the pine
beetle in and around the Black Hills
National Forest.
State Engineer
The State Engineer also reported
to the committee. The State Engineer’s Ofﬁce (SEO) has updated its
website, showing on the opening
page what beneﬁcial uses of water
are allowed in Wyoming. This was
a reaction to legislators not being
readily able to ﬁnd these uses. The
SEO also explained how wild and
scenic rivers were given instream
beneﬁcial use designation, which
was done at the request of the governor and federal delegation. The SEO
will also further examine exportation of water statutes to determine if
changes need to be made to stop permitting several exportations which
are just below the limit.
Wyoming Department of Agriculture
Wyoming Department of Agriculture (WDA) indicated rules for
the applied research project funding
have not yet been developed. These
rules will be developed after July 1.
WDA is preparing requests for proposals for the rangeland health program.
Wild horses were also a topic of
discussion. An ecosanctuary is being proposed in Albany County.
Some concerns have been raised regarding the effects of wild horses on
sage grouse.
WDA is updating Wyoming rules
regarding unpasteurized milk to
meet the requirements of federal
rules. Unpastuerized milk can only
be given to family, hired labor, and
non-family, non-paying guests.
Predator refunds were also discussed. The Attorney General has
ruled that each predator management district must keep ﬁve percent
of collections in reserve for persons
requesting refunds. Should refund
requests amount to over ﬁve per-

cent, the requests will be prorated.
Wyoming Livestock Board
Wyoming Livestock Board gave
an update to the committee. Dr. Jim
Logan, Wyoming State Veterinarian, reported two livestock herds
are still under quarantine, both in
Park County. One herd, a beef herd,
could be released as soon as this fall,
should all cattle pass test. The other
herd, a herd of bison, will remain
under quarantine for the foreseeable
future. WYLB brought forward future legislative issues: deﬁnition of
livestock, abandoned brands, and
animal health. These issues will be
examined and potential legislation
discussed at the September committee meeting.
Other issues identiﬁed
Two other issues were brought
forward: State funding of conservation easements and private land
owner liability concerning pipelines.
Limited discussion was held
about using state funding for perpetual conservation easements. Persons questioned should state funds,
through the Wildlife Trust Fund, be
used for perpetual easements, especially when no habitat improvement
projects were involved. This topic
will be further discussed by a subcommittee sometime in August.
A landowner group appeared before the committee with their largest
concern being landowner liability
for pipelines. Many times the pipeline will be owned by a limited liability company, whose only asset
is the pipeline. When the pipeline is
no longer useable, the company will
quite often disband, leaving no owner of the pipeline. The bond placed
with the state is not large enough to
provide for removing the line, and
the landowner can be liable for the
line. One question is what type of
funding mechanism to use to pay for
the problem. These issues will also
be discussed further.
The next Joint Agriculture Committee meeting will be Sept. 24-25,
2012 in Hulett.

Member-Cents
Member-Cents: Save money with your Farm Bureau membership
Planning on traveling this summer? Wyoming Farm Bureau members
can save up to 25% off of their car rentals when they book through Avis
or Hertz. It’s simple and easy; all you need to do is use your Farm Bureau
member code and book one day ahead of time. Please ﬁnd all the information you need listed below:
AVIS- 1-800-230-4898 or www.avis.com CODE- AWD# A298850
HERTZ- 1-800-654-2200 or www.hertz.com CODE- CDP# 1773460
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Editor’s Note: The American Farm Bureau Federation Department of Economic Analysis publishes monthly market updates. Visit wyfb.org and click
on the “Market Updates” link on the right side of the home page.

Fertilizer Update
By Matthew Erickson, American
Farm Bureau Federation Economist
Fertilizer prices continue to be
driven by demand for corn despite
near-record low prices for natural
gas. With over 95 million acres of
corn projected to be planted for the
2012/13 marketing year, fertilizer
is a necessity as corn is an energy
intensive crop. For the month of
April, fertilizer prices for Illinois
increased, albeit minimally, while
fertilizer prices for Alabama were
mixed with liquid 28 percent reporting the largest increase and DAP
reporting the largest decrease. For
Illinois, anhydrous ammonia prices
increased by a minimal 0.2 percent,
nitrogen (28 percent) by 5 percent,
DAP unchanged and potash by 0.2
percent. Reported bi-weekly average fertilizer prices in Illinois ﬁnished the month of April with anhydrous ammonia at $833.85 per ton,
nitrogen (28 percent) at $429.51 per
ton, DAP at $634.42 per ton and potash at $635.00 per ton, all of which
continue to be well above their ﬁveyear average with the exception of
DAP which is approximately $5 per
ton below its ﬁve-year average. As
for Alabama over the past month,
nitrogen (28 percent) increased over
3 percent, DAP decreased 7 percent
and potash remained unchanged.
Weekly average prices in Alabama
ﬁnished the month of April with nitrogen (28 percent) at $460.00 per
ton, DAP at $624.00 per ton and
potash at $647.00 per ton.
With planted acres, if realized,
for corn projected at its largest

since 1937, it’s only expected that
fertilizer prices are being driven
by the demand from corn acreage.
However, with regard to nitrogen
fertilizer, an interesting shift seems
to be taking shape. The two graphs
show standardize Illinois anhydrous ammonia and liquid 28 percent prices along with the price for
corn and natural gas. In particular,
price movements in anhydrous ammonia can be dictated with supply
and demand factors associated with
anhydrous ammonia. Since corn is
an energy intensive crop, this demand relationship would suggest
that higher corn prices indicate the
need for more corn acreage, thus
requiring more use of nitrogen
fertilizer – the exact situation we
experienced last year heading into
this year. On the other hand, natural
gas serves as a key input, accounting for approximately 70 to 90 percent the cost of ammonia – a supply
relationship. In essence, with natural gas prices posting near record
lows over the course of 2012, one
could suggest that lower natural gas
prices should lead to lower costs of
ammonia production. But let’s take
this a step further…
With the two graphs, a fundamental shift in nitrogen fertilizer
use could be taking place. With
safety and hazard concerns over
anhydrous ammonia, many farmers are switching from anhydrous
ammonia to liquid 28 percent. This
shift may be represented in the two
graphs starting at the point March
2012 and moving forward. Since

the March USDA plantings report
indicated that farmers in the United
States are preparing to plant 95.9
million acres of corn, the price of
liquid 28 percent increased 10 percent while the price for anhydrous
ammonia decreased slightly by less
than 1 percent. This may seem to
suggest that demand is more heavily “favored” toward liquid 28 percent with farmers demanding more
liquid 28 percent for their nitrogen

product. These price trends are implicitly shown in the two graphs.
Even though the data points are relatively minimal to capture this full
affect, this is one area that I will
be analyzing as we move forward
into the summer months. I also
expect low natural gas prices to
ease some pressure off of nitrogen
fertilizer in the coming months, as
seen by the graph above for anhydrous ammonia.

“Ag Books for
Kids” award
Goshen County Farm Bureau Board Member
Christine Miller presents “Ag Books for Kids”
county and district awards to Lincoln Elementary kindergarten student Isabella Spears. Spears
won the county coloring contest and won a district
award for the Southeast District. Shown here are:
Miller, Isabella Spears, and Kindergarten Teacher
Mrs. Murphy.
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WyFB awards nine college scholarships
Each year the Wyoming Farm
Bureau provides $5,000 in college
scholarships to children of Farm Bureau members. Additionally, most
county Farm Bureaus also offer
scholarships.
“Providing opportunities for our
members’ children to receive a college education is what the Farm Bureau scholarship program is about,”
Wyoming Farm Bureau President
Perry Livingston said.
The Wyoming Farm Bureau Fed-

eration recently awarded nine college scholarships to the children of
Farm Bureau members.
The Livingston-King scholarship
is valued at $1,000. The scholarship
is given in honor of former state
presidents of the Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation Herbert D. Livingston and H.J. King as well as Norma
Livingston, the mother of WyFB
President Perry Livingston.
The ﬁve Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation scholarships are

$500 each. The three continuing
education scholarships are also
$500 each. The continuing education
scholarship recipients must submit at
least two years of college transcripts.
Scholarship applications are due
March 1 each year and are available
at local county Farm Bureau ofﬁces
and online at wyfb.org.
“Congratulations to each of the
recipients and best wishes in your
continued education endeavors,”
Livingston concluded.

Tyrell
Perry

Morgan
Baxendale

Cassidy
Newkirk

Wyoming
Farm Bureau
Federation
Scholarship

Wyoming
Farm Bureau
Federation
Scholarship

Wyoming
Farm Bureau
Federation
Scholarship

Tyrell Perry, of Clearmont, is pursuing a
master’s degree in rangeland ecology and
watershed management at the University
of Wyoming. Tyrell is the son of Mike and
Ruth Perry.
In high school, Perry was active in FFA,
football, basketball, track, Future Business
Leaders of America, church youth group,
state history and the state science fair.
During college, he has participated in community service and been a member of the
Rangeland Cup Team.
“My family believes strongly that Farm
Bureau does a great job of representing agriculture on the state and national levels,”
Perry wrote.

Morgan Baxendale, of Lovell, will be a
freshman at Northwest College pursuing a
degree in architecture. Morgan’s parents
are Neil and Jodi Baxendale.
Morgan has participated in basketball, golf, track, football, Boy’s State and
state art. He is also involved with his local
church.
Morgan’s family involvement in Farm
Bureau began back in 1919 when his
great-great-grandfathers helped organize
the Uinta County Farm Bureau. Through
the generations his family has served in
leadership positions within the organization
including his grandmother, Karen Henry,
serving as Wyoming Farm Bureau President.

Cassidy Newkirk, of Rock River, will be
a freshman at the University of Wyoming
pursuing a degree in agriculture business
and art with a double major in Spanish. Her
parents are Roger and Tammy Newkirk.
High school activities for Cassidy include FFA, 4-H, volleyball, basketball, drama, student council and National Honors
Society.
“It is very important to us all in production agriculture to have a uniﬁed voice at
local, state and national levels on issues
that affect us and how we conduct our
businesses every day,” Newkirk wrote.
“Farm Bureau is busy representing us at all
of these levels, it allows us to focus on producing the products that feed and clothe
the world.”

Kaitlyn
Livingston

Brittany
Hamilton

Rage
Geringer

WyFB
Continuing
Education
Scholarship

WyFB
Continuing
Education
Scholarship

WyFB
Continuing
Education
Scholarship

Kaitlyn Rae Livingston, of Newcastle,
will be a sophomore at Sheridan College
this fall pursuing a degree in dietetics. She
is the daughter of Doug and Peggy Livingston.
Livingston participated in FFA and 4-H.
She also participated in basketball, volleyball, choir, Future Business Leaders of
America and National Honor Society.
“My family has been involved in the Wyoming Farm Bureau organization for many
generations,” Livingston wrote. “Herbert
Livingston was my great grandfather and
my uncle, Perry Livingston, is the current
president of the Wyoming Farm Bureau.”

Brittany is the
daughter of Monte and Francie Hamilton of
Osage. She will be a junior at the University
of Wyoming where she is pursuing a degree in agricultural education.
At college Hamilton is involved in the
Sheridan College No Frills Theatre Company and the Baptist Collegiate Ministries
Youth Group. Brittany was a 4-H member
for many years and is now serving her second year as an adult leader.
“My grandfather, Lyle Hamilton, became a member and served as the local
Farm Bureau president for a time,” Hamilton wrote. “My parents fully support the
Farm Bureau organization and believe it is
the most important agricultural organization in the state of Wyoming that does the
most good for agriculturalists.”

Rage Geringer, of Platte County, will
be a senior at the University of Wyoming
pursuing a degree in neuroscience physiology for pre-medical studies. He hopes to
continue on to medical school and return
to Wyoming as a doctor.
Rage played college basketball at Sheridan College for two years. He also served
on the programming committee at Sheridan and is currently on a similar committee at UW that works to provide underage
students a means of entertainment that
does not involve underage drinking. Rage
also serves on the Glendo Volunteer Ambulance Service and is an active member
of the Glendo Community Church.
“My parents pay their dues because
they agree with what the (Farm Bureau) organization represents,” He wrote.

Haley
Schmeltzer
Herbert D.
Livingston
and H.J. King
Memorial
Scholarship
Haley Schmeltzer, of Worland, is the
recipient of the $1,000 Herbert D. Livingston and H.J. King Memorial scholarship.
Haley is the daughter of Chris and Lauree
Schmeltzer. She plans to attend Casper
College this fall majoring in pre-pharmacy.
Schmeltzer is active in FFA, 4-H, volleyball, basketball and her church. She
has also participated in the State Science
Bowl, National Honor Society and Fellowship of Christian Athletes.
“Over the years, both of my parents
have been very involved in the Washakie
County Farm Bureau,” Schmeltzer wrote.

Kyle
Nuckolls
Wyoming
Farm Bureau
Federation
Scholarship
Kyle Nuckolls, of Hulett, will be a sophomore at the University of Wyoming majoring in accounting. He is the son of Will and
Laura Nuckolls.
In high school, Nuckolls was active in
basketball, football, cross country, track,
student council and served as class president. At college he is a Student Success
Services member.
“My parents are lifetime members of
Farm Bureau,” Nuckolls wrote. He also
wrote about his grandparents, Jw and Thea
Nuckolls, and the various roles they have
served in Farm Bureau.

Ashley
Anglen
Wyoming
Farm Bureau
Federation
Scholarship
Ashley Anglen, of Fort Bridger, is continuing her education at the University of
Wyoming majoring in rangeland ecology
and watershed management. She is the
daughter of Robert and Verlynn Anglen.
At college, she has participated in science, math and engineering club and range
club. She also serves as a church planner
and church pianist.
Ashley writes that her grandfather, Vearl
Bird, and her grandmother, Patsy Ann Bird,
have both served on the county and district
levels for Farm Bureau.

Congratulations on a ﬁne achievement
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“Ag Books for Kids”

From page 1

and an agriculture book titled “Seed, Soil, Sun.” one more time our story is told.”
Young Farmer & Rancher Committee. The proThe book was signed by the Honorable Gover“Some students are unaware of what agricul- gram’s purpose is to educate children about agrinor Matt Mead. Anderson is a second grader in ture is, this is our opportunity to teach them what culture and its importance to us all.
Campbell County Virtual School. Her parents are our part in agriculture is,” Raenell TayGary and Zeta Anderson, of Hulett.
lor, WyFB YF&R Promotions Committee
Receiving a $25 cash prize and a copy of Chair, said. “The program allows Young
“Seed, Soil, Sun” for the second place state ﬁnish Farmers and Ranchers the opportunity to
was Baillee Heaster, of Crook County. Heaster teach hands on learning about farming and
is a third grader in Ms. Wolfskill’s class at Hulett ranching to elementary students to help
Elementary in Hulett. She is the daughter of Bill promote and support agriculture; the inand Kim Heaster.
dustry that is our livelihood.”
Book Review Contest
“It is so vital that we continue to eduWeston County ﬁfth grader Annika Cobe- cate others, particularly the young sturly won the state book review contest. Coberly’s dents, about what we are and do as farmers
teacher is Mrs. Schmidt at Upton Elementary. Her and ranchers,” Taylor continued. “The stuparents are Clark and Lara Coberly. She received dents absolutely loved meeting a Farmer
a $50 cash prize from the Wyoming Farm Bureau or a Rancher and enjoyed getting stickers
and an agriculture book titled “Seed, Soil, Sun.” that said, “I met a Rancher today!”
The book was signed by the Honorable Governor
In its eighth year, the “Ag Books for
Matt Mead.
Kids” program is a project of the WyFB Kenna Kromarek, of Crook County, colored this
Fifth grader Clayton Louderback, of
state winning “Ag Books for Kids” coloring page.
Weston County, was the second place state
winner. He received a $25 cash prize and an
agriculture book. Louderback is a student in
Mrs. Schmidt’s class at Upton Elementary.
He is the son of Clint Louderback.
“We appreciate all of the volunteers and
schools who participated in the 2012 “Ag
Books for Kids” program,” Chalsey Kortes,
WyFB YF&R Committee chair, said. “We
are very pleased with how many young students we are able to continue reaching with
this classroom project.”
“Adding 405 books this year about agriculture to the elementary schools is exciting,” Kortes continued. “As an added
beneﬁt some county Farm Bureaus read the
book in the classroom. Any time you can
talk about what we do in agriculture that is An excerpt from the state winning book review The state winner in the “Ag Books” poster conwritten by Annika Coberly, of Weston County. tests was Faith Anderson, of Hulett.

2012 “Ag Books for Kids” District Winners
Southwest District Winners

Southeast District Winners

Coloring Contest:
Damian Oberg, Uinta County
Renee Bultema, Lincoln County
Jaeli Higdon, Uinta County

Coloring Contest:
Isabella Spears, Goshen County
Jessie Graves, Platte County
Paige Andrews, Platte County

Poster Contest:
Jenny Albrandt, Sweetwater County
Kloie Burton, Sweetwater County
Ellie Crook, Lincoln County

Poster Contest:
Adam Suko, Platte County
Nicole Sagner, Platte County
Jenessa Derby, Goshen County

Book Review Contest:
Trenaty Dunlap, Uinta County
Benjamin Wergin, Lincoln County
Brooklyn Busskohl, Uinta County

Book Review Contest:
Kadra Clark, Goshen County
Mason Brummell, Goshen County
Shane Bassham, Niobrara County

Northwest District Winners

Central District Winners

Coloring Contest:
Matisse Weaver, Fremont County
Sydney Spomer, Park County
Jaden Bear, Park County

Coloring Contest:
Lilyana Palmer, Carbon County
Thomas Wagner, Carbon County
Emma Watson, Carbon County

Poster Contest:
Laura Dockery, Fremont County
Jess Corbett, Fremont County
Natalie Bailey, Park County

Poster Contest:
Austyn Tuttle, Carbon County
Remington Turner, Albany County
Hayley Felton, Carbon County

Book Review Contest:
Getty Marburger, Carbon County
Nakota Powell, Carbon County
Joseph Horn, Carbon County

Northeast District Winners
Coloring Contest:
Gabby McVay, Weston County
Jesse Harmon, Crook County
Kenna Kromarek, Crook County
Poster Contest:
Faith Anderson, Crook County
Taylor Reynolds, Crook County
Baillee Heaster, Crook County
Book Review Contest:
Annika Coberly, Weston County
Clayton Louderback, Weston County
Arleth Rodriguez, Crook County
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Wyoming Classiﬁeds
NOTICE
CLASSIFIED POLICY:

1) Wyoming Farm Bureau members
are entitled to free classiﬁed advertising in this publication for the purpose of
selling items they grow or make themselves, selling used machinery or household items, for posting wanted advertising. Real estate sales not included. Each
member family is entitled to two (2) free
ads per month, for 3 months, of up to 40
words each. Member ads will be accepted by mail at PO Box 685, Torrington,
WY 82240, fax to 307.532.2479 or
e-mail to kclark@wyfb.org. Please include member’s name and county.
2) Non-Wyoming Farm Bureau
members and WyFB members acting as
agents or dealers of products produced
outside the member’s family may purchase commercial classiﬁed advertising at $0.50 per word, at a minimum of
$5.00 per ad. Discounts: 5% for 4 to 9
insertions, 10% for 10 or more insertions. Commercial ads must be submitted in writing, and an agreement regarding payment must be made between
Farm Bureau and the advertiser.
DEADLINE:
Ads should be received by the 3rd
Thursday of the month in order to appear
in the next month’s issue. Advertisers are
asked to check your ad and report any
errors. Contact: Email kclark@wyfb.org
or call 307.532.2002. Paid ads must be
mailed, typed or neatly printed, together
with any payment due, to Wyoming Agriculture, Farm Bureau, P.O. Box 685,

Torrington, WY 82240. Free ads must be
resubmitted by mail or e-mail after running three months. Ads for which there is
payment due will run according to agreement between Wyoming Farm Bureau
and the advertiser. Advance payment is
preferred for ﬁrst-time advertisers.
NOTE:
The appearance of any ad in Wyoming Agriculture does not constitute an
endorsement or approval of the product
or service offered. The advertiser is liable for content of the advertisement
and any claims arising therefrom against
this publication. The Wyoming Farm
Bureau Federation reserves the right to
refuse any advertising not considered in
keeping with its publication’s standards.
LIVESTOCK
REGISTERED ANDALUSIAN
MARES FOR SALE. 13 year old mare,
microchip implant, light grey; 7 year old
mare, microchip implant, grey; 3 year old
ﬁlly, microchip implant, bay. Make offer.
Lander, Wyoming. 307.335.7218; email:
bbmalaonewest.net.
REGISTERED BELGIANS. Full Sister & Brother, 2 year old Filly & 1 year old
Colt. Call 307.629.0871.
ANGUS BULLS. Exc. Disposition,
easy calving, sound, fertile, growth and feed
efﬁcient. Visit us at www.dickensangus.com
or call 307.575.3530. S. of Huntley, WY.

EQUIPMENT
FLATBED TRAILER- 23 foot L. X 6
foot W. wood ﬂoor $800. STEEL CATTLE

ROUNDUP
WYOMING LIVESTOCK

®

Wyoming's only weekly publication devoted to agriculture

Get online access to Wyoming’s only weekly
agricultural newspaper, the Wyoming Livestock
Roundup. Go to www.wylr.net to see all of our
new features including:
★ Searchable Classiﬁeds Section
★ Online Polls ★ Agricultural Links
★ Online Access to the Entire Roundup
★ Livestock Sales & Events Calendar
★ Digital Article Archives
★ Weekly Market Results
The Wyoming Livestock Roundup reaches over 80 percent of the
state's agricultural producers. We have subscribers
from Jackson to Pine Bluffs and from Hulett to
Evanston. Every major livestock auction
and implement dealer in the state advertise regularly in the Roundup. To
receive your copy or to inquire about
advertising call 800-967-1647
P.O. Box 850 • 680 North Glenn Rd
Casper, Wyoming 82602
(307) 234-2700
Toll Free: (800) 967-1647
www.wylr.net • roundup@wylr.net

GUARD – 10 foot L x 8 foot W $3,800. 4
gal. BACKPACK WEED SPRAYER
(Solo brand)$25. Ph: 307.287.6159.
MISC SHOP TOOLS FOR SALE:
Kwik way boring bar with attachments $1500; Lincoln Welder AC-225 - $225;
50,000 BTU kerosene heater - $120. Assorted other shop tools as well, Would
consider reasonable offers. Call evenings
or weekends 307.568.2400.
HONDA 8HP ELECTRONIC GASOLINE MOTOR with diaphragm pump, used
very little. $2500 new, will take $1250.00
OBO. Picture available. 307.256.6170.

MISCELLANEOUS
NEW TIMBERTECH DECKING
- 24 boards 20’ x 6”, Style is Evolutions

Plank Grooved (fastened with invisible
clips, not nails or screws) Paciﬁc Walnut
color, plus several pieces. Value $2250.00.
For Sale for $1600.00 OBO. 307.733.3334.
GUN CABINET- 12 gun – locking glass doors-lockup compartment
for hand guns & ammunition ; Ht-74
inch; Width-43 inches; Depth- approx.
10 inches Wood/veneer ﬁnish $100. Ph:
307.287.6159.
WYOMING SENIOR CITIZENS
INCORPORATED, a private, nonproﬁt
organization.—Answers on: Medicare
Parts A, B and C; Medicare drug plans;
Paying for drugs; Medicare supplements;
other health plans, e.g. Tri-Care, RR; oneon-one counseling. All services FREE.
1.800.856.4398.

New Members
ALBANY COUNTY
Philip Lebeau, Jelm; Brian Nelson,
Laramie; Gabe Torres, Laramie; Louise
Caldera, Laramie

BIG HORN COUNTY
Lawrence Snyder, Basin; John Arney,
Greybull; Marshal Schultz, Otto; Pete
Reinschmidt, Otto; Dale Warkentin,
Otto; Daniel Mikos, Dillsberg

CAMPBELL COUNTY
Roger
Hefner,
Gillette;
Preston
Stevenson, Gillette; Donald Hullinger,
Gillette; Rena Stohrer, Gillette; Lou
Jenkins, Gillette; Patrick Jenner, Gillette;
Keely Souder, Gillette; Russell Hall,
Gillette; Bryan Dahlman, Gillette; Josh
Thomas, Gillette; Norman Leatherberry,
Rozet; Levi Trieweiler, Gillette; Barb
Van Horn, Gillette; Lawrence Barndt,
Gillette; Colette Komara, Gillette; Darcy
Verhassett, Gillette

CARBON COUNTY
Jose Martinez, Rawlins; Charlie
Youngberg, Powell; Tyler Johnson,
Rawlins; Steven Morgan, Rawlins;
Trevor Carlile, Rawlins; Matthew
Houghtalling, Rawlins; Dale Miller,
Rawlins; Danny Runner, Saratoga; Matt
Vanaken, Saratoga; Brandon Snyder,
Rawlins; Patricia Cooper, Rawlins; Don
Cuin, Rawlins

CONVERSE COUNTY
Patrick Mclogan,
Sharon, Douglas

Glenrock;

David

CROOK COUNTY
John Mcguire, Douglas; Kenneth
Ingalls, Hulett; Kenneth Rathbun,
Sundance; Richard Haptonstall, Carlile;
Marion Haptonstall, Carlile; Kathi
Driskill, Devils Tower; Adam Davidson,
Sundance; William Casey, Sundance;
Dennis Carson, Gillette; Cynthia Wulff,
Osage

GOSHEN COUNTY
Roxane Lira, Torrington; James Axt,
Torrington; Nicholas Gorr, Fort Laramie;
Mike Mote, Kaycee; Boyd Wagner,
Lingle; Peter Lyle, Kaycee; Chuck
Swarm, Torrington

Cheyenne; Jeremy Henke, Cheyenne;
Dustin Colbert, Cheyenne; Soumen Roy,
Cheyenne; Eric Johnson, Cheyenne

LINCOLN COUNTY
Larry
Jensen,
Labarge;
David
Christensen,
Kemmerer;
Russell
Gordon, Kemmerer; Brian Ownsby,
Kemmerer

NATRONA COUNTY
Linda Jugler, Casper; Aaron Brown,
Casper; Shannon Coursen, Evansville;
Sonny Shepperson, Casper; David
Maxner, Casper

PLATTE COUNTY
Walter Price, Wheatland

SHERIDAN COUNTY
Robert Detimore, Sheridan; Les
Coates, Sheridan; John Vanrooyen,
Sheridan; Roger Calkins, Sheridan;
Darren Vorhies, Sheridan; Julie Tisbert,
Sheridan; Daniel Bell, Sheridan; Luke
Camino, Clearmont; Nolan Lameres,
Sheridan; Tracy Yule, Sheridan; Melanie
Martin, Sheridan; Donald Jacobson,
Sheridan; Arik Jacobson, Sheridan;
Jerry Rasmussen, Sheridan; Janet
Austin, Sheridan; Mona Horsley, Big
Horn; Patricia Sherman, Sheridan;
Susan Arnold, Sheridan

SUBLETTE COUNTY
Bryon Gaston, Marbleton

SWEETWATER COUNTY
Benjamin Thoman, Pinedale; Charles
Johnson, Reliance; Josh Dye, Rock
Springs; Paul Edman, Rock Springs;
Joel Smith, Green River; Samuel
Campbell, Green River; Linda Cornell,
Rock Springs

UINTA COUNTY
Wayne Boote, Evanston; Brad Flint,
Ft Bridger; Bronson Foianini, Lyman;
Saralee Gross, Mt View; Maryann
Hanson, Evanston; James Hysell,
Lyman; Mike Antilla, Kemmerer; Louise
Kennedy, Lonetree; Deanne Rickins,
Evanston; Devin Simpson, Lyman;
Nathan Vangueson, Lyman; Christopher
Kellum, Mt View

HOT SPRINGS COUNTY
Ray Dean Fraser, Thermopolis; Lara
Love, Thermopolis; Sharon Love,
Thermopolis

LARAMIE COUNTY
Jonathan Roberts, Cheyenne; Lindon
Spencer, Carpenter; Bryan Holgate,
Cheyenne; Debra Harrison, Cheyenne;
Sue Torney, Cheyenne; Jack Rhoades,
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Veterans, Seniors and Bugs
--More of the rest of the story; how bad is it really
By Karen Budd-Falen, BuddFalen Law Ofﬁces, LLC
It is impossible to compare the
contributions to America between
our military veterans, our senior citizens, and bugs. Our veterans fought
for our freedom; our seniors worked
long and hard to make America economically independent; they were to
be rewarded by the Social Security
system that was designed to provide economic security to protect
these hard working Americans from
disasters they had endured such as
the stock market crash and the Great
Depression. Then there are bugs,
worms, mold, beetles and plants.
A better comparison can be made
between those engaged in the legal
profession. The vast majority of attorneys have earned an undergraduate degree and an additional threeyear law degree which makes them
able to take the bar examination.
Passage of a bar examination allows
the attorney the ability to practice
law before various state and federal
courts. It matters not what area of
the law a person practices, the requirements are the same.
So rather than comparing the contributions to America by veterans,
seniors and bugs, compare what the
federal government pays the attorneys representing veterans, seniors
and bugs to protect them.
Attorney hourly fees for work
for Veterans
According to a Westlaw research
project for the last 15 veteran’s attorneys fees reported cases, the average hourly fee awarded to an attorney who represents a veteran in
a suit against the federal government is $172.74 per hour. The highest hourly fee award in that time
period was $180.26 and the lowest
was $166.72. These cases were all
brought against United States Department of Veterans Affairs to secure beneﬁts to individual veterans.
The average total awarded fees to
attorneys ﬁghting for our veterans
was $12,046.90.
Attorney hourly fees for work
for Seniors
The same research parameters
were used to look at cases brought
on behalf of Social Security beneﬁciaries who had to sue the Social
Security Commission to get their
federal beneﬁts. According to the
research, the average hourly attorney fee award to attorneys ﬁghting for our Seniors was $171.93
per hour, with the highest award
being $182.97 and the lowest be-

ing $125.00. The average total fee
awarded was $6,154.97.
Attorney hourly fees for work
for bugs
Compare that to the litigation
brought by environmental attorneys, the majority of whom claims
that they work for “non-proﬁt law
ﬁrms.” Using the same research parameters in Westlaw for Endangered
Species Act cases, the average hourly attorney fee paid was $490.73.
The highest hourly fee charged was
$775.00 per hour and the lowest was
$350.00. The average total award of
attorneys fees for a single case was
$645,711.00. Note this money does
not go to on the ground protection
for bugs, worms and plants; this is
just for litigating cases.
And while it may not be an equal
comparison between the statutes
protecting veterans, seniors and
bugs, it is interesting to note that the
number of pages of federal regulations protecting veterans is 2,100;
the number of pages of regulations
relating to Social Security is 1,950,
and the number of pages of regulations under the Endangered Species
Act is 350—yet attorneys who litigate regarding the interpretation and
implementation of those 350 pages
relating to the ESA receives an average of $490.73 per hour while attorneys who litigate regarding the
interpretation and implementation
of the 2,100 pages of regulations
for veterans and 1,950 pages of
regulations for seniors get $172.74
and $171.93 per hour respectively.
Put another way, environmental attorneys are paid almost 20 times
MORE per page of regulations than
veterans and social security attorneys.
The original purpose of the Equal
Access to Justice Act (“EAJA”)
was to protect individuals and small
businesses from an overzealous application of law by federal agencies.
According to testimony offered by
members of the House of Representatives in support of EAJA, the
purpose of the bill was to “equal the
playing ﬁeld” when American citizens had to ﬁle litigation against the
federal government. For example,
Congresswoman Chisholm (D-NY)
testiﬁed that the bill encouraged an
“afﬁrmative action approach” to
bring in those who had been “locked
out of the decision making process
by virtue of their income, their race,
their economic scale or their educational limitations.” Representative
Joseph McDade R-PA stated that the

bill would help to improve citizen’s
perceptions of his relationships with
the federal government because it
would require federal agencies to
justify their actions and to compensate the individual or small business owner when the government
is wrong. The intent of EAJA was
to curb unreasonable and excessive
bureaucratic application of regulations. If that is the case, why does
the federal government pay a signiﬁcantly greater amount per hour
to an attorney who is representing a
bug than to one who is representing
a veteran?
I have heard a lot of excitement
about the recent FOX news story

Environmental groups collecting
millions from federal agencies they
sue, studies show, as well as the
Press Release from Congresswoman
Lummis and Senator Barrasso describing Two New Studies Identify
Major Flaws in the Equal Access to
Justice Act: To support the nation’s
veterans, seniors and small business, Lummis and Barrasso call for
swift passage of Government Litigation Savings Act. These numbers
support that premise. Call your Congressmen and Senators. It is time to
show our veterans and seniors that
they are more important to the federal government and to tax paying
citizens than bugs.

Touring the Wyoming State Veterinary Lab…

The Wyoming Farm Bureau Young Farmer & Rancher Committee toured the Wyoming State Veterinary Lab during their late April
committee meeting in Laramie. Dr. William Laegreid, director of
the Wyoming State Veterinary Lab, led the tour and spoke with the
young producers about various research projects being conducted.
From left to right: Dr. Laegreid, Raenell Taylor, Jason Baldwin,
Heather Hamilton, Kolter Schuebel, Holly Kennedy and Chalsey
Kortes. Kerin Clark photo.
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YF&R Discussion Meet 2012 questions announced
What does it take to win $500
cash at the Wyoming Farm Bureau
annual meeting in November?
Enter the Wyoming Farm Bureau
Young Farmer & Rancher Discussion Meet Competition. All Farm
Bureau regular members between
the ages of 18-35 are eligible.
The state winner will receive

a $500 cash prize and a trip to
Nashville, Tenn. to compete in the
national competition. This competition simulates Farm Bureau’s
policy development process where
members discuss agriculture issues
and arrive at a solution.
The contest is Nov. 15-17 in
Laramie at the WyFB annual meet-

ing. Watch for more details in
future issues of Wyoming Agriculture. Contact: Kerin Clark, WyFB
YF&R Coordinator, 307.532.2002
or kclark@wyfb.org.
Discussion Meet Questions for
2012
1. Certain sectors of agriculture
are labor intensive and rely heav-

ily on immigrant workers. What
is a fair and balanced immigration
policy?
2. What can be done to encourage young farmers and ranchers to
return home to the farm if it means
living in a rural area that does not
provide the same amenities (education, health care, technology) as a
metropolitan community?
3. How do we reach out to
associate members to provide
value to their membership?
4. How should Farm Bureau
help prepare its members--both
young and old--for transferring
operations to the next generation of farmers and ranchers?
What is Farm Bureau’s role in
encouraging more transfers?
5. How can Farm Bureau
play a role to ensure the viability of quality agricultural
education programs within our
schools?

“DUE”
it for AG

The lifeblood of America.
They’re the humble heroes who rise before dawn and battle
the elements. They put clothes on our backs and food on
our tables. Their genuine values and tireless work ethic are
an inspiration to us all. We appreciate all that America’s
farmers do and invite you to join us in saying thanks at
www.fbfs.com/SayThanksToAFarmer.
FB02-WY (3-12)
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Tax provisions expire at end of 2012; unless Congress Acts
--Including estate tax exemption and gift tax exclusion of $5 million
“Action by Congress before the
end of the year to extend several
important tax provisions, including incentives for renewable energy and deductions for small businesses and the self-employed, is
critical to farmers and ranchers,”
the American Farm Bureau Federation said in a May statement
to the House Ways and Means
Subcommittee on Select Revenue
Measures.
According to a May 14, 2012
article in Farm Bureau News, the
American Farm Bureau Federation

ﬁrst emphasized the importance
of extending the current estate tax
exemption and rate, maintaining
the capital gains and individual income tax rates and holding the Alternative Minimum Tax harmless.
The statement continued: “When
estate taxes on an agricultural business exceed cash and other liquid
assets, surviving family partners
may be forced to sell land, buildings or equipment needed to keep
their business operating. This not
only can cripple a farm or ranch
operation, but also hurts the rural

communities and businesses that
agriculture supports.”
The estate tax exemption and
gift tax exclusion are both $5 million per person for 2011 and 2012
(indexed to $5.12 million for
2012). The American Farm Bureau Federation is pushing for a
permanent $5 million per person
exemption. If Congress doesn’t act
on the tax extenders, then both the
exemption and gift tax exclusion
will revert to $1 million in 2013.
There is uncertainty on what
will happen once the extension

ends. “While there may be some
good planning opportunities for
some in 2012 with the gift tax exclusion, individuals would need
to visit with their tax advisors to
learn all of the ramiﬁcations,” said
Ken Hamilton, WyFB executive
vice president.
“Thank you to Farm Bureau
member Jim Willox for bringing the gift tax exclusion to our
attention,” Hamilton continued.
“Reviewing your estate plans and
visiting with your tax advisors is
always a good idea.”

News Notes News Notes News Notes
AFBF Intervenes in Mississippi American Farm Bureau Federation
statement regarding withdrawal of
River Basin Case
the overreaching child labor proposal
WASHINGTON, D.C., May 9, meric limits on nutrients.
2012—The American Farm Bureau
Federation on May 9, along with 14
state Farm Bureau organizations,
including Wyoming, and 16 other
national and regional agricultural
organizations, ﬁled a motion seeking to intervene in Gulf Restoration
Network, et al. v. Jackson, et al., a
lawsuit seeking to force the Environmental Protection Agency to establish federal numeric nutrient water
quality standards for all states in the
Mississippi River Basin. The resolution of the lawsuit could be signiﬁcant for farmers, municipalities and
others throughout the 31-state basin
because numeric nutrient standards
could lead to more costly and stringent limits on nutrient runoff to waters that ultimately contribute to the
Mississippi River.
Under the Clean Water Act, states
may use either “narrative” or “numeric” standards as a method for determining water quality. Most states
in the Mississippi River Basin use
narrative standards, such as “no nutrients at levels that cause a harmful
imbalance of aquatic populations.”
However, if this lawsuit is successful, EPA would be forced to override
existing state standards with federal
water quality standards and to express those standards as speciﬁc nu-

“Setting appropriate numeric nutrient standards is a complex and
difﬁcult scientiﬁc undertaking and
EPA has proven it is not up to the
task,” said AFBF President Bob
Stallman. “Farmers have no reason
to believe that EPA could establish
scientiﬁcally defensible standards
for any one state, much less for 40
percent of the U.S. land mass.”
According to AFBF, there are limited circumstances under which the
Clean Water Act allows EPA to step
in the place of a state government to
establish federal water quality standards. The organization is seeking
to intervene in the lawsuit to clarify
those limitations to the federal District Court in Louisiana, where the
case is being heard.
“Farmers and their state governments in the Mississippi River Basin
have worked successfully for years
to minimize nutrient runoff and will
continue to do so,” said Stallman.
“But we oppose a top-down, onesize-ﬁts-all approach.”
The following state Farm Bureaus
intervened in the lawsuit: Arkansas;
Illinois; Iowa; Kansas; Kentucky;
Louisiana; Minnesota; Mississippi;
Missouri; Nebraska; Oklahoma;
South Dakota; Tennessee; and Wyoming.

W YOMING F ARM B UREAU
WHERE BELONGING MAKES A DIFFERENCE

WASHINGTON, D.C., April 26,
2012 – “The Labor Department’s
notiﬁcation late April that it is withdrawing proposed rules that would
have prevented many young people
from working in agriculture is the
right decision for our nation’s family-based agriculture system,” said
American Farm Bureau Federation
President Bob Stallman. “Farm Bureau appreciates the administration’s
decision and efforts by Agriculture
Secretary Tom Vilsack to listen to
farmers, ranchers and other rural
Americans. We also know that this
would not have happened without the
efforts of Sen. Jerry Moran (R-Kan.),
Rep. Denny Rehberg (R-Mont.) and
others in Congress, and we thank
them for standing up for agriculture
and the rural way of life.”

“This victory for farm families is
due to the thousands of farmers and
ranchers who sent comments to the
Labor Department opposing the rules
and continued to voice their concerns
with members of Congress,” He continued. “This announcement shows
the strength of American agriculture
and grassroots action.”
“Farm Bureau will continue
working to ensure that the parental
exemptions that remain important to
agriculture will be protected, and we
will continue our work to help educate families about the importance
of farm safety,” Stallman concluded.
“We also look forward to working
with the Departments of Agriculture
and Labor and rural stakeholders to
develop a program to promote safer
agricultural working practices.”

Wyoming Files Petition to U.S. Supreme
Court Appealing Roadless Rule
CHEYENNE, Wyo. – The State
of Wyoming has asked the U.S. Supreme Court to hear its challenge of
the Clinton Administration’s Roadless Rule. Wyoming ﬁled a Petition
for a Writ of Certiorari May 15,
2012. The petition argues that the
U.S. Forest Service exceeded the
limit of its authority when it created the Roadless Rule by usurping a
power reserved to Congress.
Governor Matt Mead directed the
Attorney General to appeal to the
Supreme Court after the Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals overturned the
opinion of U.S. District Judge Clarence Brimmer. “I believe that Judge

Brimmer provided a well-reasoned
opinion, which stated that the Forest Service circumvented Congress
with the Roadless Rule, and I hope
that opinion will be reinstated by the
Supreme Court,” Governor Mead
said.
The Roadless Rule affects over
3 million acres of National Forest
lands in Wyoming. “This has real
impacts for multiple use in Wyoming and the rule was developed
without meaningful input from any
state, county or town. This rule affects our economy and our ability
to ﬁght the bark beetle epidemic,”
Governor Mead said.
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Farmers ‘Pay it Forward’ With Pizza
By Chris Chinn
My family participated in the
“Ag Pizza Party” to show our support for Domino’s Pizza, which
recently announced it would rely
on animal experts to determine
the best way to raise farm animals
for food production. As a farmer, I
respect Domino’s for its common
sense decision and for trusting the
experts in animal care. That’s why
we are among the thousands of
families across the nation to show

a little love back to Domino’s.
When we picked up our pizza
after a 45-minute drive from the
farm, we also left a thank you card
with the manager letting him know
we valued Domino’s support for
farmers, ranchers, veterinarians
and nutritionists. Our family deeply relies on these experts to take
care of our hogs. They are not just
animal care specialists; they are a
part of our family farm management team. They know the nuts and

“OutSTANDING IN THEIR FIELD”
News from the County Farm Bureaus
Johnson County Farm Bureau
awards ﬁve scholarships
Submitted by Sally Ramsbottom,
Johnson County Farm Bureau
Johnson County awarded ﬁve
$500 college scholarships. They
were to two continuing college
students and three 2012 high
school graduates.
Andrew Borgialli will be a senior at Chadron State College majoring in education. He is the son of
Mr & Mrs Jim Borgialli of Buffalo.
Dallas Shaw will be a sophomore at Chadron State College
majoring in pre-chiropractic and
playing basketball. She is the
daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Cody
Shaw of Buffalo.

Britnee Borgialli will attend
Casper College and major in Agriculture Business. She is the daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Jim Borgialli of
Buffalo.
Bryce McKenzie will attend
Northwest College in Powell and
major in Ag Economic/Ag Business. He is the son of Mr. & Mrs.
Bill McKenzie. He was recently
elected state FFA President.
Chelsea Ullery will attend Gillette College and study nursing
or elementary education and play
basketball. She is the daughter of
Lisa Ullery and grandaughter of
James Ullery of Kaycee.

bolts of our farm and family and
they help us customize the care we
give our livestock. Every farm is
different, just as every person and

breed of animal is different.
Our family has been raising
livestock for five generations. It’s
a tradition we are proud of and we
hope our children will have the opportunity to one day follow in our
path. Our animals rely on us seven
days a week to care for them. We
do this no matter the hour of the
day or the day of the week. Animal care is a top priority for our
family, that’s why we rely on the
expert advice of our veterinarian,
nutritionist and other animal experts when it comes to the daily
care we give our hogs and cattle.
We use gestation stalls on our
farm to protect our sows during
pregnancy from larger, more aggressive “bully sows.” The stalls
also allow us to monitor feed intake of each individual sow and
tailor nutritional needs individually. If a sow isn’t eating, we
know it right away and can prevent problems from occurring.
We also are able to give each sow
individual hands-on care daily by
using the stalls. Our animals are
well-cared for, content and comfortable. Until the animal experts
we work with tell us there is a better way, we will continue to protect and care for our sows in this
way.
So, with the onslaught of ani-

mal rights activism playing out in
the marketplace, the decision by
Domino’s speaks volumes to me
as a farmer. It shows the company
trusts the experts I trust. And it
shows they trust me. I appreciate
that.
The trust demonstrated by
Domino’s also shows me that
the pizza company does not want
to force regulations on farmers.
There’s already a lot of consolidation in hog farming in America,
with independent hog farmers declining the most in numbers.
We own our facilities and our
animals. We have a big stake in
the success of our business and
in the happiness of those who buy
bacon, ham and sausage made
from our hogs. Mandating unrealistic timelines on family farmers
regarding the animal care methods they choose could force more
hog farmers out of business. I
know that is not the goal of any
company, but the unintended consequences of decisions like these
can greatly influence family farms
like mine.
Thank you Domino’s, for supporting our farm and ranch families.
___________________________
Chris Chinn, a fifth-generation
hog farmer from Clarence, Mo.,
is a former chair of the American
Farm Bureau Federation’s national Young Farmers & Ranchers
Committee.

Flag Day-June 14
Flag Day - the anniversary of the Flag Resolution of 1777 was ofﬁcially established by the
Proclamation of President Woodrow Wilson on
May 30th, 1916. While Flag Day was celebrated
in various communities for years after Wilson’s
proclamation, it was not until Aug. 3, 1949, that
President Truman signed an Act of Congress
designating June 14th of each year as National
Flag Day.

