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Congressional Delegation address
Farm Bureau members
By Kerin Clark
Farm Bureau members at
the 94th annual meeting of the
organization heard from all
three members of Wyoming’s
Congressional Delegation on
Nov. 16. The political divide,
the Farm Bill, Obamacare
and the budget were a few
of the issues addressed by
United States Representative Cynthia Lummis, United States Senator Mike Enzi
and United States Senator
John Barrasso.

United States Senator John Barrasso, United States Representative Cynthia Lummis,
Wyoming Farm Bureau President Perry Livingston, and United States Senator Mike
Enzi at the WyFB 94th Annual Meeting. Kerin
Clark photo.

See ‘Congressional Delegation’ page 5

Perry Livingston elected to ninth term
as Wyoming Farm Bureau President
Wyoming,” WyFB President Perry
Livingston said. “It is a real privilege
to be associated with the members of
the Farm Bureau organization.”
Voting delegates elected Todd
Fornstrom, of Laramie County, to his
first term as WyFB Vice President.
He and his wife, Laura, have four
children. Todd works with his father
in the Fornstrom Feedlot business.
Fornstrom Feedlot has sheep and
See ‘Ninth’ term’ page 2
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By Kerin Clark
Perry Livingston, of Sundance,
was elected to his ninth term as President of the Wyoming Farm Bureau
Federation (WyFB) at the organization’s 94th annual meeting in Laramie. Livingston and his family run
a cow/calf operation in Crook and
Weston Counties.
“Agriculture continues to be one
of the economic forces that drives
the private industry in the state of
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Wyoming Farm Bureau sets
policy for coming year
By Kerin Clark
Policies dealing with livestock
trespass, taxes, wildlife damages
and support of the coal industry
were among the many policies
adopted at the 94th annual meeting of the Wyoming Farm Bureau
Federation (WyFB). Held Nov.

14-16, 2013 in Laramie, Wyo., the
meeting is an important step in
the grassroots policy development
process of Farm Bureau.
“Farm Bureau policy is founded
on the protection of private property rights, constitutional governSee ‘WYFB sets policy’ page 8

Converse County’s Frank and Leslie Eathorne receive
Wyoming Farm Bureau Distinguished Service Award
By Kerin Clark
and Suzy Noecker
Frank and Leslie
Eathorne, of Converse County, were
awarded the 2013
Farm Bureau Distinguished Service
Award at the 94th
annual meeting of
the Wyoming Farm
Bureau Federation
(WyFB). Presented
Nov. 15, the award
is given to those Leslie and Frank Eathorne, of Converse County, were
who have gone awarded the Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation Disabove and beyond tinguished Service Award for 2013 by WyFB President
in their service to Perry Livingston (left). Kerin Clark photo.
agriculture.
“Frank and Leslie have never They married in 1965 and Frank
lost sight of their goal,” stated Wyo- shipped out to Vietnam immediming Farm Bureau President Perry ately following their honeymoon.
Livingston. “We appreciate all they The Eathornes returned to the ranch
have done for the good of the Farm north of Douglas in 1974 immersing
Bureau organization and the good of themselves in their ranching operaagriculture in Converse County and tion and beginning a long relationWyoming.”
ship with a number of organizations.
As lifetime members of Farm
Frank and Leslie met in Florida
while Frank was attending flight Bureau, Frank and Leslie have deschool at MacDill Air Force Base. See ‘Distinguished Service Award’ page 13

WyFB Young Farmer & Rancher Conference
Jan. 23-24, 2014
Cody, Wyoming
See page 3 for details.
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We Love Our Smartphones, But What About Smart Food?
By Bob Stallman, American Farm
more food, feed, fiber and fuel,
Bureau Federation President
while using less acreage, chemicals
Smartphones, video games, tab- and water. Now, facing quite poslets, apps… the list could go on sibly the biggest challenge of our
and on. Our society and economy generation – to produce 100 perrun, function and comcent more food by 2050
municate via technology.
– we need technology to
Technology has become
feed far more than our
so advanced that we now
brains and our Facebook
use the “phone” portion
accounts. In fact, in douof the Smartphone far less
bling the amount of food
than we use the device to
grown in the next 37
browse the Web, tap into
years, 70 percent of that
social media, listen to muadditional food will have
sic and play games.
to come from efficiencyTechnology is chang- Bob Stallman
enhancing technologies
ing the way we do just about every- that will compensate for one of the
thing, and by all accounts we can’t few things technology can’t proget enough of it. Until we start talk- duce: farm and ranch land.
ing about food technology, often reThrough advancements in sciferred to as biotechnology, and then ence and technology, agriculture
our mindsets revert to the Dark Ages. production has made tremendous
Farmville vs. Farm Technology
strides. Consider the improvements
For years, farmers and ranchers to corn yields since the mid-to-late
have used technology to produce 1800s. In 1870, the national corn

Ninth term
cattle feedlots and they farm corn,
alfalfa, wheat, and dry edible beans.
Todd is also in a partnership and runs
Premium Hay Products, an alfalfa
pellet mill.
Fornstrom has served in many
different leadership positions within
the organization; including Laramie
County Farm Bureau President; a
member of the Wyoming Farm Bureau Young Farmer & Rancher Committee; and state chair of the WyFB
General Issues Committee. He is also
a member of the American Farm Bureau Federation Sheep and Goat Advisory Board.
“Farm Bureau is the voice I feel is

yield was 29 bushels per acre. This
year, corn yields are projected to
be 155.3 bushels per acre. The advancements in science and technology have resulted in a roughly 436
percent increase in the nation’s corn
yields since 1870.
Today, approximately 90 percent
of corn, soybeans and cotton grown
in the U.S. are adopted from a biotech variety. Yet, there has not been
a single documented, statistically
significant incident of harm to human health or to the environment.
Due to the stellar performance of
biotechnology products, the U.S.
government, the World Health Organization, the American Medical Association and the National Academy
of Sciences have all embraced the
safety and benefits of these critical
advancements. Still, some people are
reluctant to accept this technology,
let alone embrace it, as a means of
feeding an increasing population.

The Great Contradiction
To those who continue to be skeptical of biotechnology, please consider
this: every choice you and I make involves risk. Waking up, eating breakfast, taking a shower, driving to work
or even walking on the sidewalk has
its hazards. And what about your new
smartphone? There are risks associated
with that, too. The reality is that we accept that technology can help mitigate
these risks to the benefit of all society.
Why are we still in the Dark Ages
in our approach to food technology,
but we’re giddy over the release of
the iPhone 5s? With a partner in
technology, farmers and ranchers are
prepared to meet the food, fuel and
fiber demands of the 21st century,
but there, too, is a risk: the minority who contradict their own acceptance of technology could ultimately
eliminate food options for those who
would take a meal over the latest
iPhone any day.

At-Large. Heggem and his wife, Abby,
have two sons. Heggem works for the
Wyoming Department of Agriculture
as the state grain warehouse examiner
and he and his wife are involved with
the family ranching operation.
In addition to the three statewide
elections, five district directors and
the Young Farmer & Rancher state
chair serve on the state board.
The Young Farmer & Rancher
Committee elected Raenell Taylor to
her second term as the state committee chair. This position has a seat on
the WyFB Board of Directors. From
Hulett, Taylor and her husband, Josh,
are Crook County ranchers. They

have one son, Trayden.
Rounding out the Wyoming Farm
Bureau Federation Board of Directors are district directors: David Garber, Northeast District Director; Kevin Baars, Southeast District Director;
Tim Pexton, Central District Director; Glen Reed, Northwest District
Director; and Justin Ellis, Southwest
District Director.
The Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation is the state’s largest general
agriculture organization. The purpose
of the Nov. 14-16, 2013 WyFB annual meeting was to develop policy to
guide the organization in the coming
year. Visit www.wyfb.org.

From page 1

listened to when it comes to agriculture,” Fornstrom said. “I ran for vice
president because it is important for
the younger producers to step up and
be involved.”
Fornstrom attended his first annual
meeting when he was a sophomore
in college and has since only missed
two annual meetings. “My mother
encouraged me to attend that first
year and after that I could see Farm
Bureau is our voice and also an outlet for producers within Wyoming to
meet each other and form policy,” He
continued.
Dale Heggem, of Torrington, was
elected to his third term as the Director-

Calendar of Events
January
12-15 .....American Farm Bureau Federation Annual Meeting/YF&R Discussion Meet—San
Antonio, Texas
23-24 .....WyFB Young Farmer & Rancher Conference—Holiday Inn in Cody
31...........WyFB Photo Contest postmark deadline

February

7-10........AFBF Young Farmer & Rancher Conference/Collegiate Discussion Meet—Virginia
Beach, Virginia
10...........Wyoming Legislature Budget Session Convenes
26-27 .....WyFB Legislative Meeting—Holiday Inn in Cheyenne

March

1 ............WyFB scholarship application deadline
25 ..........National Agriculture Day
23-29 .....National Agriculture Week
April
10...........“Ag Books for Kids” county contest deadline
24 ..........“Ag Books for Kids” district contest deadline

W y o m i n g A g r i c u l t u r e , I S S N 1 0 7 1 0 2 7 2 , is the official publication of the Wyoming Farm
Bureau Federation, 931 Boulder Drive, Laramie, WY 82070 and is published monthly, except
for combined July/August and December/January issues. $1.00 subscription rate is deducted
from Farm Bureau membership dues. Paid subscriptions are available to Wyoming Farm
Bureau members only. Periodicals postage paid at Torrington, Wyoming 82240. Postmaster
send change of address to: Wyoming Agriculture, Box 1348, Laramie, WY 82073.
The Wyoming Farm Bureau toll-free number is 1-800-442-8325. www.wyfb.org

E D I TO R - K E R I N C L A R K
307.532.2002• kclark@wyfb.org
Wy F B O ff i c e r s
PERRY LIVINGSTON—President
TODD FORNSTROM–Vice President
KEN HAMILTON–Executive Vice President
WyFB Directors
TIM PEXTON, Central District
JUSTIN ELLIS, Southwest District
DAVID GARBER, Northeast District
DALE HEGGEM, Director-at-Large
GLEN REED, Northwest District
RAENELL TAYLOR, YF&R Chair
KEVIN BAARS, Southeast District
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Young Farmers and Ranchers Conference Jan. 23-24 in Cody
By Kerin Clark
“The Power of Grassroots” is the
focus of the Jan. 23-24, 2014 Wyoming Farm Bureau Young Farmer &
Rancher (YF&R) Conference. Wyoming young farmers and ranchers
are invited to attend the YF&R Conference at the Holiday Inn in Cody.

The conference is open to all young
agricultural producers between the
ages of 18-35 (no membership necessary) and all Farm Bureau members.
Children are welcome.
“The Power of Grassroots” will
provide many different topics of interest to Wyoming’s young agricultural

producers.
Hosted by the WyFB YF&R Committee, the conference kicks-off at
8:40 a.m. on Thursday, Jan. 23, 2014.
Participants will explore “The Power
of Grassroots” during an interactive
workshop presented by Marty Tatman,
American Farm Bureau Federation.

Participants will be put in the shoes of
law makers and understand how policies are implemented and how laws
are created. Through the workshop
participants will understand the value
of a grassroots organization and how
one is structured. Participants will

See ‘YF&R Conference’ page 6

Riders and ski resorts
–Paul Schlegel reports on federal issues impacting the west
By Heather Hamilton-Maude
continued Schlegel of a sampling of
Reprinted from Tri-State Livestock
things the proposed bill and its atNews
tached riders would do for western
Riders and ski resorts topped the producers.
list of American Farm Bureau FedHe explained that the bill will uleration (AFBF) Director of
timately be wrapped up
Environmental and Energy
in whatever happens with
Policy Paul Schlegel’s rethe federal budget in the
port at the Wyoming Farm
next one-three months,
Bureau (WyFB) Annual
and that AFBF is watchMeeting in Laramie on
ing to see how it turns out
Nov. 15.
while also closely track“Chairman of the Inteing the attached riders
rior Appropriations Comthey are in support of.
mittee Mike Simpson,
“In talking water
from Idaho, attached 31 Paul Schlegel
rights, back in the spring
riders to the Interior ApAFBF was invited to sit
propriations bill, which drove the ac- down with the Forest Service to
tivist’s nuts, and which is one reason have a dialog about permits for ski
it hasn’t gone further. Those riders operations on Forest Service land,
would reduce funding for the EPA and as you can imagine this got
(Environmental Protection Agency) bucked around and wound up with
among other things, and they have me. I don’t even remember why I
been controversial,” began Schlegel went,” began Schlegel of the unof a major potential victory for the common means through which he
west being worked on in D.C.
learned of a potentially major issue
A rider is a piece of language for all private property owners.
within a bill stating how spending
At the meeting, Schlegel realized
can, or cannot, occur. It is designed the ski industry people have been
as a policy directive to an agency, fighting with the Forest Service for
and is one key reason the Interior the last decade over the issue of the
Appropriations bill is still stalled out Forest Service attempting to make
in committee.
them put water right permits under
“This bill also has language af- the name of the United States rather
fecting people who graze on public than their own name in order to reland, essentially stating they do not new their operating permits.
have to go through NEPA (National
“The Forest Service has tried
Environmental Protection Agency) to bully them, and the ski folks fireview as long as there is a backlog nally sued about two years ago, and
at the BLM (Bureau of Land Man- won about a year ago on procedural
agement). It would increase trailing grounds, causing the Forest Service
of livestock flexibility, prohibit the to rewrite this directive. I’m sitting
listing of the Sage Grouse, and re- in this meeting listening to this and
program water conservation funding thinking what a disaster this could
so they cannot acquire more land,” become for our grazers of federal

land if the BLM (Bureau of Land
Management) tries to do the same
thing,” explained Schlegel.
In response to the meeting, AFBF
filed comments on the issue and
Schlegel made it known to additional staff and to Mike Simpson, resulting in another rider on the Interior
Appropriations bill.
The Natural Resources Committee, who has jurisdiction over the
Forest Service, was also aware of
the situation and consequently came
up with a separate, freestanding bill.
Backed by U.S. Representatives
Scott Tipton and Jared Polis, the bill
is called the Water Right Protection
Act. It has already passed the House
Natural Resource Committee, and is
backed by AFBF.
“All this bill does and says is that
if you are the Forest Service, USDA
(United States Department of Agriculture) or the Department of Interior (DOI), you cannot condition a
permit; its issuance, its continuance,
its extension or whatever based on
impinging on the lawfully acquired
water right of a water holder in a
state,” stated Schlegel.
At present, democrats want to restrict the bill to just ski operations,
and do not want it to cover grazing

WYOMING
FARM BUREAU

permitees, a point AFBF and its affiliates strongly oppose.
“It is wrong to start distinguishing between classes of people who
hold this right. We are not asking for
the federal government to relinquish
any rights, we are simply stating that
they cannot extort our water rights
from us,” noted Schlegel, adding
that AFBF is hoping for a decision
on this bill within the calendar year,
and will continue to press that it includes grazers as well as those involved in the ski industry.
Schlegel also mentioned AFBF’s
work regarding the impending proposed changes to the Clean Water
Act, wild horse and burro issue and
regulatory reform, stating they are
actively participating in all arenas
and watching for changes as the year
winds down.
“The Clean Water Act will probably be officially proposed in early
2014, and when that happens it will
be a Donny Brook of a fight. We are
going to be energizing everyone at
the grassroots level to weigh in, and
will need everybody everywhere to
help,” concluded Schlegel of one
impending battle folks from across
the country need to prepare and
watch for.

Legislative Meeting

Feb. 26-27, 2014
Holiday Inn in Cheyenne

Cookin’ with Farm Bureau
Please send your favorite COOKIE RECIPES for the
February issue. The deadline is Jan. 14. Email to
dgiroux@wyfb.org or mail to:
Dominique Giroux, WyFB,
PO Box 1348,
Laramie, WY 82073.

Your story….your voice…share it with your legislators
x

Wednesday evening joint Legislator Reception with Wyoming Rural
Electric Association
x Issues updates/informative speakers forum
x Be a part of the legislative process
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Albany and Uinta County Farm Bureaus recognized for Activities of Excellence
By Kerin Clark
Each year the Wyoming Farm
Bureau Federation County Activities of Excellence (CAE) competition seeks to motivate action and
celebrate success by recognizing
OutSTANDING county Farm Bureau activities.
Education and Agriculture Promotion Winner
The Uinta County Farm Bureau was the 2013 winner in the
“Education and Agriculture Promotion” category with their project
titled “Flipping for Ag Facts-where
DOES your food come from.”
During National Agriculture
Week, the Uinta County Farm Bureau found a venue most everyone

in the community would use—a
grocery store. Using “flip cards”
with agriculture pictures and facts
placed around the store, the project
provided an educational and fun
activity for consumers. The 6 x 8,
heavy laminate, three page flip cards
are temporarily fastened on the front
shelf below the item.
The goals were to show consumers what the agriculture product
looks like before harvest/processing and provide basic facts to help
consumers understand more about
agriculture. A drawing was held at
the end of the week to encourage
people to find the product cards and
to gauge participation. A National
Ag Week celebration poster was at
the entrance of the grocery store explaining the product flip cards and
the drawing contest. Utilizing the
local grocery store as a platform,
farmers and ranchers can bring visual representation and quick interesting facts to the consumer while
they are buying the purchase ready
product.
Leadership Development Winner
The Albany County Farm Bureau was the 2013 winner in the
“Leadership Development” category with their project titled “Today’s
Agriculture Discussion Meet.”
The Albany County Farm Bureau
and the Laramie Area Chamber of
Commerce AgriBusiness Committee sponsored a Discussion Meet
on April 22, 2013 in Laramie. Open

to young farmers and ranchers and
young business people in the community; the competition offered
a great opportunity to discuss the
topic of how to encourage young
people to return to the community to
live and work.
Combining young ranchers and
young business professionals in the
competition enabled the contestants
to see other points of view and build
on their discussion skills. Discussion Meet awards were presented
during the “Today’s Ag: Friend of
Wildlife” dinner April 22. “Today’s
Ag” is an event organized by the
Albany County Farm Bureau with
many participating organizations
joining them with the planning and
event sponsorships.
The level of communication between agriculturalists and urban
professionals makes this activity unique. According to the Albany
County Farm Bureau: “Relationships are built that expand our ability to influence those not involved in
agriculture to better consider issues
that affect our industry.”
“Congratulations to the Uinta
County Farm Bureau and the Albany
County Farm Bureau,” WyFB President Perry Livingston said. “We appreciate their time and dedication to
conducting outreach activities.”
The CAE competition is held
each year with a September application deadline. The award for each
category is a $250 cash prize.

Uinta County Farm Bureau President Kristi Ellis (left) accepts the
2013 WyFB County Activities of
Excellence award for “Education
and Agriculture Promotion” from
WyFB President Perry Livingston
(right). Kerin Clark photo.

Albany County Farm Bureau
(ACFB) President Alexa Kennedy
(left) and ACFB Board Member and
Project Chair Sharleen Castle (middle) accept the 2013 WyFB County
Activities of Excellence award for
“Leadership Development” from
WyFB President Perry Livingston
(right). Kerin Clark photo.

AFBF Legal Update
By Kerin Clark
The American Farm Bureau Federation is involved in precedent-setting
federal litigation on behalf of farmers
and ranchers. “We litigate agriculture
policy issues in the court,” Danielle
Quist, American Farm Bureau Federation (AFBF) Senior Counsel for Public
Policy, explained. “What we do in the
courts works very much with AFBF’s
regulatory goals and legislative goals,”
Quist said. According to Quist, in 2013
the AFBF had 21 active cases and received 12 court decisions. Quist spoke at
the WyFB Annual Meeting on Nov. 15.
Privacy rights
“Privacy has become very important
as our government is collecting more
information,” Quist stated. “In January 2013 the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) unlawfully released personal information about farmers and
ranchers in 29 states in response to several Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
requests. Six more states were to follow
in July.”
“Forty-seven CAFOs from Wyoming
were included in the January release,”
She continued. “The EPA claimed it was
required to disclose the information be-

cause it is available through mandatory
disclosure requirements of NPDES regulations or similar state disclosure laws.”
Quist explained that depending on
the state, some of the information in
the January release contained personal
information, including home addresses,
employee addresses and even some personal notes like bankruptcy or family
deaths. “There is 30 years of Supreme
Court case law defining what is personal
and public,” She said. “The EPA publicly disclosed the personal information
with no review at all to determine whether FOIA required the federal government
to withhold that data.”
“In response to the outcry from
AFBF and others, the EPA issued a legal
opinion that said if you are a farmer or
rancher and have incorporated into a legal entity you have just lost your privacy
protections,” Quist said. “We disagree.
AFBF filed a lawsuit and asked for a
temporary restraining order which we
received without even litigating.”
“We are now pursuing this lawsuit to
clarify the federal government’s obligation to protect farmers’ and ranchers’
privacy in the context of the Freedom of
Information Act,” She continued.

Clean Water Act
Quist reviewed three Clean Water Act
(CWA) cases in which AFBF has been
involved. The first case, Alt v. EPA, was
a case of the EPA trying to require a wellmanaged poultry farm to obtain NPDES
permit coverage for ordinary stormwater
on the farm.
“The EPA threatened Lois Alt with
$37,500 a day in fines,” Quist explained.
“She said it is not a regulated discharge,
it is ordinary stormwater caused by rainfall that runs through the farmyard. That
is agriculture storm water and the CWA
doesn’t require you to get a permit for
that.”
In what is seen as a huge loss for the
EPA, the courts sided with Alt. “We have
told EPA, if you don’t like this decision,
don’t just ignore it and only apply it in
West Virginia, appeal the case,” Quist
said. “We don’t know if they will, but we
are willing to risk an appeal because we
think the court’s decision is correct and
we need to get this issue resolved and applied nationwide.”
The second case, Gulf Restoration
Network v. EPA, impacts 40 percent of
the United States land mass. At issue is
who sets water quality goals; the EPA or

Danielle Quist, American Farm Bureau
Federation (AFBF) Senior Counsel for
Public Policy. Kerin Clark photo.

the states. Environmental groups sued to
force EPA to set federal numeric nutrient
standards for the entire Mississippi River
basin. AFBF and several state Farm Bureaus intervened to make sure that states
are in the lead when it comes to setting
water quality standards.
“In September, the court remanded
the issue back to the EPA to determine
if numeric standards are necessary for
the federal government to step in the
shoes of states and set federal numeric
standards,” Quist said. “Federal courts
are saying states have primary role to
determine how clean your water should
See ‘AFBF Legal Update’ page 14
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Farm Bill
trillion dollars and then maybe I’ll cember. “We think we will only requires we spend one penny less
“The House passed its Farm talk to you.”
see a sliver of a budget and it will on every dollar the government
Bill in two bills and separated
“We want to see budget num- make very little progress because spends,” Enzi said. “According to
the farm title from the nutrition bers come out at $967 billion for of the enormous difference in phi- the Congressional Budget Office,
bills,” Lummis explained. “That FY2014,” Lummis explained. “It losophies in regards to spending in seven years we could balance
was considered in Washington as is a worthy goal and one worth and taxes,” She stated.
the budget.”
against conventional wisdom be- fighting for.”
Senator Enzi said the federal
“Now we have the sequester
cause in the past there have been
According to Lummis, the Bud- government should have to oper- and for the first time in two conalliances between those who want get Committee is in conference ate under a budget just like private secutive years the government has
more food stamps and those in the and a report is expected mid-De- citizens. “I have a penny plan that
See ‘Congressional Delegation’ page 9
farming community.”
“Quite frankly, I think
times have changed,” She
continued. “I was an advocate for separating the two
and I do believe it was advantageous in the House.”
Lummis explained the
Senate’s Farm Bill version
provided fewer savings
with the nutrition title and
more savings with the farm
title. “Their version was
not even a Farm Bill; 80
percent of the bill was the
nutrition title.”
“In the House, we made
much deeper cuts in the
nutrition title,” Lummis
explained. According to
Lummis, one way was by
disallowing
categorical
eligibility meaning individuals have to separately
qualify for different government programs and
prove they are eligible. AnPRESENTING A PRIVATE OFFER FOR
FARM BUREAU MEMBERS
other way is to have work
requirements.
As this article is written,
the House and Senate are
in negotiations.
Budget
Representative Lummis,
ON TOP OF MOST CURRENT OFFERS1
Senator Enzi and Senator
Barrasso all noted the government shutdown should
not have happened. “The
President was eager for a
government
shutdown,”
Barrasso stated. “It hurt
our national brand.”
“We are supposed to
have a budget by April 15
that tells the spenders how
much they can spend and
then start considering a
spending bill a week,” Senator Enzi explained. According to Enzi, the Senate
didn’t complete work on
any spending bills.
“When you get to Oct.
Offer available through 4/1/14. Available on all 2013 and 2014 Chevrolet vehicles. This offer is not available
1 and none of the federal
with some other offers, including private offers. Only customers who have been active members of an eligible
Farm Bureau for a minimum of 60 days will be eligible to receive a certiﬁcate. Customers can obtain certiﬁcates
agencies knew what they
at www.fbverify.com/gm. Farm Bureau and the FB logo are registered service marks of the American Farm
Bureau Federation and are used herein under license by General Motors.
could spend; that is how
you have a shutdown,”
DIAMONDVILLE
EVANSTON
RIVERTON
ROCK SPRINGS
SHERIDAN
Enzi continued. “The PresE & L MOTORS, INC.
CASTLE ROCK CHEVROLET
FREMONT CHEVROLET
WHISLER CHEVROLET
HAMMER CHEVROLET
ident said just give another
800-246-4439
307-789-2681
BUICK GMC
COMPANY
307-674-6419
trillion dollars in spending
www.eandlmotors.com
www.castlerockchevy.com
307-856-9211
307-362-5677
www.hammerchevy.com
www.eandlmotors.net
www.fremontmotors.com
www.whislerchevy.com
and raise the debt limit by a

$500
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Wyoming Farm Bureau members donated the equivalent
of 6,872 meals to help Wyoming families in need
By Kerin Clark
Wyoming families facing hunger
received a boost mid-November with
the Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation
Young Farmer & Rancher (YF&R)
Committee “Harvest for All” project.
The annual food and fund drive to benefit Feeding America food bank affiliates in Wyoming raised the equivalent
of 6,872 meals for Wyoming families.
The 2013 “Harvest for All” project
benefited the Wyoming Food Bank of
the Rockies (WFBR) and Interfaith
Good Samaritan in Laramie.

During the state annual meeting
Nov. 14-16, 2013 in Laramie, Farm
Bureau members participated in the
food and fund drive. County Farm
Bureaus and individual members donated food and money to help the food
banks in their work with hunger-relief
programs across the state of Wyoming
and in Laramie. A quilt raffle also
helped raise funds for the Harvest for
All project. Lincoln County Farm Bureau member Iris Jasperson made and
donated a quilt which was won by Tim
Pexton, of Converse County.
The Wyoming Food Bank of the
Rockies was the recipient of $1,654 in
monetary donations which is equivalent to 6,616 meals. The Wyoming
Food Bank of the Rockies (WFBR)
partners with more than 200 hunger
relief agencies, 89 school districts and
This beautiful quilt was made and
donated by Iris Jasperson, of Lincoln County. The proceeds of the
quilt raffle went to the Wyoming Food
Bank of the Rockies in the name of
the Farm Bureau “Harvest for All”
program. Tim Pexton, of Converse
County, was the quilt winner.

Retiring YF&R Committee
members recognized
--Incoming YF&R Committee members welcomed
By Kerin Clark
Serving on the Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation Young Farmer
and Rancher Committee
provides Wyoming agriculture producers between the ages of 18-35
an opportunity to participate in activities of
interest and get involved WyFB YF&R State Chair Raenell Taylor (left) recin issues that affect their ognized Heather Hamilton Maude, of Niobrara
County; and Holly Kennedy, of Albany County for
lifestyle.
The YF&R program is their service to the Wyoming Farm Bureau Young
a committee centered, ful- Farmer & Rancher Committee. Kerin Clark photo.
ly integrated part of Farm
Bureau at the county, state and na- Committee from 2011-2013. Holly
tional level. YF&R Committee mem- Kennedy, of Albany County, served
bers are elected at each district to serve on the YF&R Committee from 20112013. Kim Barker, of Uinta County,
two-year terms.
served on the YF&R Committee from
Retiring committee members
Three committee members retired 2012-2013.
New committee members
this year and they were honored for
The WyFB YF&R Committee weltheir time and dedication to Farm
Bureau’s YF&R program. Each were comes new committee members:
presented with a decorative award in- • Kyle and Stacy Berger, Central District (Albany County)
scribed with the quote “Leaders are
ordinary people with extraordinary de- • Nik Kennedy, Southeast District
(Platte County)
termination.”
Heather Hamilton Maude, of Nio- • Brandon Day, Southwest District
(Uinta County).
brara County, served on the YF&R

other youth serving organizations in all 23 Wyoming
counties.
Interfaith Good Samaritan received 200 pounds of
food which is equivalent to
256 meals.
T h e Wy F B Y F & R
Committee is in its eleventh year of joining with
the American Farm Bureau Federation YF&R Wyoming Farm Bureau Young Farmers and
Committee in what is Ranchers delivered food to Interfaith Good Sacalled a “Harvest for All.” maritan in Laramie during the Wyoming Farm
Throughout the program’s Bureau annual meeting. As part of the group’s
eleven years, the WyFB Harvest for All project, donations to the local food
YF&R Committee has bank and the Wyoming Food Bank of the Rockpartnered with Farm Bu- ies equal 6,872 meals for Wyoming families facreau members to raise ing hunger. From left to right: Raenell and Trayden
4,469 pounds of food, Taylor, Crook County; Nik Kennedy, Platte Coun$11,786 and volunteer 74 ty; Kolter Schuebel, Park County; Holly Kennedy,
man hours to help those Albany County; Chalsey Kortes, Carbon County
facing hunger in Wyo- and Toni Swartz, Campbell County.
ming.
“Donating to such wonderful or- Crook County Rancher and WyFB
ganizations, such as the Wyoming YF&R State Chair. “This was a
Food Bank of the Rockies and Inter- wonderful opportunity to help feed
faith Good Samaritan, is a humbling the hungry one plate at a time with
experience that I am very proud to the support of so many other membe a part of,” said Raenell Taylor, bers of the Farm Bureau!”

YF&R Conference
walk away with a greater appreciation for policies and issues that are
brought up through a grassroots effort and realize that process is what
makes Farm Bureau unique.
“Weather Forecasting” will be
presented by Don Day, Day Weather, at 10:30 a.m. on Thursday.
At 11:30 a.m., Wyoming Farm
Bureau Executive Vice President
Ken Hamilton will provide a look
at “Legislative and Agriculture
Issues Facing Wyoming Producers.”
A session on management and
succession planning is tentatively
scheduled for Thursday afternoon.
At 4:15 p.m., Park County Farmer Glen Reed will present “History
of the Heart Mountain Irrigation
Project.” This presentation uses
photos to show how this irrigation
project transformed the land between Cody and Powell. The presentation covers some of the Buffalo Bill Cody Dam that supplies
the water.
Producers can network and learn
more about Farm Bureau’s YF&R
Discussion Meet competition at
Thursday evening’s dinner.
Friday morning’s activities begin at 8:15 a.m. with an “An Excel
program to help young producers

From page 3

plan for their operation” presented by Cole Coxbill, Goshen County
farmer and WyFB YF&R Committee Member.
From 9 a.m.-12 p.m. participants will tour area operations. The
tour stops Friday morning include:
Wyoming Authentic Products, Inc.;
Reed Farms; and Cow Country Genetics.
After lunch, a “Risk Management” session will be presented by
Custom Ag Solutions.
Registration
The registration fee is $70/adult.
The agenda and registration are
available at www.wyfb.org or you
may call 307.532.2002. The registration deadline is Jan. 10. Late
registrations will be accepted based
on availability after Jan. 10 at $90/
adult. Children are welcome.
For room reservations, please call
the Holiday Inn at 307.587.5555
and mention the “ZCU, Farm Bureau Young Farmers & Ranchers”
group rate. Room rates are $89 plus
tax and are guaranteed through Jan.
8, 2014.
Visit wyfb.org or Facebook/Wyoming Farm Bureau Young Farmers
and Ranchers for an agenda. Or you
may call 307.532.2002 or kclark@
wyfb.org with questions.
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Converse County rancher Rachel Grant wins Wyoming
Farm Bureau YF&R Discussion Meet
else’s point of view and
then be able to go from
there and pass on useful
information to someone
else,” She continued.
According to Grant,
the competition is invaluable in many ways
for young producers in
Wyoming. “We have information overload via
technology,” She said.
“We can always say
technology is so wonderful, but at the same time
are you able to take what Rachel Grant (center), of Glenrock, won the
you know and share it 2013 Wyoming Farm Bureau Young Farmer
with someone in a way
they can understand in & Rancher Discussion Meet. Presenting her
a standard conversation awards are WyFB YF&R State Chair Raenell
at a Friday night football Taylor (left) and WyFB YF&R Competitive
Events Sub-Committee Chair Holly Kengame?” She asked.
“That is key in daily nedy. Kerin Clark photo.
relationships. You don’t
have to be an expert, but you have to anticipated benefits.
Grant and her husband, William,
be willing to listen and understand an
issue from someone else’s perspec- ranch in the Laramie Mountains
tive,” She continued. “So when you near Glenrock. Their four children
meet somebody who may be against (Anna, Cora, Daniel and Jess) are
what you do in agriculture or what the fifth generation to grow up on
the Sno-Shoe Ranch. Rachel enjoys
the opportunity to be a voice for agriculture, working on the ranch and
she is a homemade pie and ice cream
enthusiast.
“As far as I’m concerned, Farm
Bureau is the best grassroots organization for farmers and ranchers that
exists,” Grant stated. “It is exciting
The Young Farmer & Rancher Discussion Meet contestants competing at the 2013 WyFB Annual Meet- to take part in the resolutions process
ing. From left to right: Rachel Grant, Converse County; Stacy Berger, Albany County; Leisl Carpenter, and think about how each resolution
formed in someone’s mind at their
Albany County; and Cole Coxbill, Goshen County. Kerin Clark photo.
specific operation. Then to take that
part you play in the food system, you idea through the policy development
need to be able to explain why you process and form policy that directs
do what you do, but at the same time our lobbyists is an incredible opporprovide them with correct informa- tunity.”
Grant appreciates the policy detion.”
velopment
process and the ability to
The Discussion Meet competition
provides the opportunity for young have the resolutions vetted by other
producers to hone their speaking people. “Just like the Discussion
skills and prepare for policy discus- Meet competition, our resolution
sions. During the 2013 contest, the process brings out questions like did
Dominique
contestants competed in two rounds you think about it from this perspecBen Berry
Giroux
Suzy
Kerin Clark
of competition. The first round topic tive,” She explained.
Noecker
“The resolution process is really
focused on how to engage farmer/
exciting
and I appreciate that about
rancher members representing all
types and kinds of operations to work Farm Bureau because it takes contogether to better promote a more cerns from producers at a very basic,
positive image of agriculture. In the on the ground level and puts it to the
second round they discussed how forefront for all of our industry,” She
Brett Moline
Ellen
young farmers and ranchers can work concluded.
Ken Hamilton
Westbrook
Visit wyfb.org and click on the
with elected and appointed officials
WyFB
YF&R Facebook link to view
to eliminate unnecessary or excesmore
photos
from the competition.
sive regulations placed on agriculture
while ensuring that new regulations You do not have to have a Facebook
are justified based on their costs and account to view the photos.

By Kerin Clark
Converse County rancher Rachel
Grant discussed agriculture issues
at a recent Wyoming Farm Bureau
Young Farmer & Rancher Discussion Meet and earned $500 cash and
a trip to San Antonio, Texas. Grant
competed Nov. 16 with other young
farmers and ranchers in the event
held at the Wyoming Farm Bureau
Annual Meeting in Laramie.
Grant will represent the Wyoming
Farm Bureau in the American Farm
Bureau Federation Discussion Meet
Jan. 11-12, 2014 in San Antonio,
Texas. The winner at the national
level receives the choice of a 2014
Chevrolet Silverado or a 2014 GMC
Sierra pickup valued at $35,000 donated by GM. The three finalists
receive a Case IH Farmall Tractor,
$2,500 cash and $500 in STIHL merchandise from STIHL.
Grant is looking forward to networking with producers from all over
the nation at the national competition
in January. “One of the highlights for
me will be to form relationships with
people who do what we do just with
a different commodity and different

state,” She said.
The competition is designed to
simulate a committee meeting where
discussion and active participation
are expected from each committee
member. The competition was open
to Wyoming Farm Bureau members
between the ages of 18-35.
Albany County Farm Bureau member Stacy Berger was the runner-up
in the competition. The other finalists
were: Leisl Carpenter, Albany County,
and Cole Coxbill, Goshen County.
Contestants are given pre-determined topics. They are judged on
their knowledge, speaking ability,
ability to participate in a committee
meeting and listen to others and air
all points of view.
“It is exciting to participate in a
contest that has competitors that are
very passionate about what they do
for agriculture,” Grant said. “This discussion meet venue is something that
you do often, or hopefully do, weekly
or even daily with your community or
with your peers whether they are an
agriculture producer or not.”
“When you step into this arena it
helps you see issues from someone

The Wyoming Farm Bureau Staf f

Wishes You a Merry Christmas
and Best Wishes for a Great 2 014
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5 Things You Should Do To Ensure Success
Editor’s Note: The Wyoming
The five keys to planning sucFarm Bureau Foundation spon- cess include:
sored a “Plan Success” Sympo1. Utilize good communicasium on November 14, 2013 in tion skills
Laramie. Open to the
Communication is
public, the event feathe heartbeat of family
tured speaker Kevin
business. CommunicaSpafford, founder of
tion is more than talkLegacy by Design and
ing points. It’s listening
eLegacyConnect.
to learn, and then using
By Kevin Spafford
actions to support your
“How am I going to
message.
keep it together? Land
2. Define common
prices are sky high
objectives
and only one of my
For a family busiKevin Spafford
four kids is involved
ness, unchecked selfin the farm.” Followinterest can be the
ing a detailed explanabeginning of the end.
tion, John’s note concluded with, Each person in the family must
“What should I do? Where do I agree that decisions made in
start? And, who can help?”
the succession planning process
Unfortunately for John and should benefit the operation first
farmers like him, the situation is and foremost.
dire. Multigenerational success
3. Overcome common obstais difficult and rare. History tells cles
us 70% of first generation family
A succession plan must prooperations will not transition to a vide solutions to the complex
second. Of those that do, 90% will puzzles which plague most famnot go to a third. And, of the mea- ily business owners. Owners must
ger few remaining after that, 96% be willing to confront issues like
will not go to a fourth.
equal versus fair, in-laws, and re-

WYFB sets policy
ment and individual freedoms,”
WyFB President Perry Livingston
said. “The policy discussions focused on many different issues relating to our founding principles.”
Regarding livestock trespass,
members approved policy which
would support the state of Wyoming codifying the “fence-out”
precept in Wyoming Statutes.
“The established precedence of
Wyoming being a “fence-out”
state is based on case law,” Wyoming Farm Bureau Executive Vice
President Ken Hamilton said.
“Our members feel it is important
to establish this in Wyoming Statutes.”
Dissatisfaction with the continued onslaught of privacy invasion
generated new policy regarding
the use of drones. “The policy opposes the use of drones to monitor
private property without a court
order,” Brett Moline, Wyoming
Farm Bureau Director of Public
and Government Affairs, said.
“With current aviation laws, anything flying under 500 feet must
receive property owner permission. However, drones are a grey
area in the law.”
In tax issues, members reaffirmed once again their support
for the Fair Tax issue. Regarding
state property taxes, policy passed

linquishing control.
4. Fortify the operation
If the operation is going to survive the strength and long-term
health of the business must be a
first priority.
5. Take definitive action
An owner must take definitive action. A comprehensive plan
mitigates the estate tax, ensures a
smooth ownership transition, and
provides financial security.
To help you plan for succession,
Wyoming Farm Bureau is proud
to announce eLegacyConnect as
a new member benefit. eLegacyConnect is an online succession
planning community. The site
provides educational resources,

action plans, community forums,
and a roster of qualified advisors
to answer your questions.
For more information, go to eLegacyConnect.com. It takes only a
few moments to join the community. Be sure to use the membership code farmbureau to receive
your discount. The help you need
is just a few clicks away…
___________________________
Kevin Spafford is the founder of
eLegacyConnect which provides
succession solutions for farm
families. Members of Wyoming
Farm Bureau receive a discount
for full access to eLegacyConnect.
For questions: (877) 523-7411 or
info@elegacyconnect.com.

Plan Success Symposium video available
A video recording of the WyFB Foundation “Plan Success” symposium from Nov. 14, 2013 is available to order.
The video features the presentation and a resources section with the
powerpoint slides and handouts. Copies of the video are $10/DVD.
Orders may be placed by mailing payment to Wyoming Farm Bureau
Foundation, ATTN: Ellen Westbrook, PO Box 1348, Laramie, WY
82073. Along with your payment, please include: 1) name, 2) mailing address, and 3) quantity ($10/DVD).
For questions, 800.442.8325 or ewestbrook@wyfb.org.

From page 1

calling for agricultural land taxes
not to be increased by more than
five percent annually. “The discussions centered around the need
to have consistency on tax increases,” Moline explained. “With a 37
percent increase this year and a 25
percent increase last year, irrigated land is really being impacted
by low interest rates and the high
price of hay which are part of the
formula for determining agricultural land valuation.”
Farm Bureau members expressed concern with the impact
wildlife have on private property
when the wildlife populations
are not managed to the objective
level. Policy passed asking that a
landowner be allowed to protect
their property from damage if the
state fails to take effective action.
Additional policy asks the Wyoming Game and Fish to pay damage claims at no less than market
value of the damaged resource.
“Farmers and ranchers provide
habitat for wildlife in Wyoming
as part of their normal agriculture
operations,” Hamilton explained.
“However, when wildlife numbers far exceed the objective
level and the herds are not managed appropriately the damage
to the lands and people providing the habitat for these animals

is all too real and it impacts the
resource.”
Showing continued support
for the coal industry, policy was
passed supporting the United
States coal industry and coal fired
electrical generating plants.
“Our members recognize and
are concerned about what the impact of regulations will be to other
resource users here in Wyoming,”
Hamilton explained.
Regarding telecommunications,
Farm Bureau policy calls for the
continuation of the Wyoming Universal Service Fund. Additionally
this year, members asked that no
subscriber be required to pay more
than 130 percent of the statewide
average price for a landline. “The
Wyoming
Telecommunications
Act is set to sunset in 2015,”
Hamilton explained. “With the
telecommunications discussions
occurring in the Legislature, we in
agriculture want to make sure affordable, modern telecommunications is available in rural areas of
Wyoming.”
New policy passed supporting
the sale and consumption of raw
dairy products. “In the discussions
we’ve been having in our organization, the members seem to want
to move towards less regulation
and allow folks to have more op-

Paul Ward, State Chair of the WyFB
Agricultural Tax Committee, during
the discussion of resolutions at annual meeting. Kerin Clark photo.

portunities and more choices,”
Hamilton said.
Members expressed opposition
to the United States Department
of Agriculture’s (USDA) promotion of the “Meatless Monday”
program.
“Invaluable discussion was exchanged on these resolutions to
determine what is in the best interest for all of agriculture and Farm
Bureau,” Livingston concluded.
“The resolutions passed at the
state level guide the work of our
organization for the coming year.”
“These policies will be added to
our policy book to help guide the
organization in the work we do to
protect private property rights,”
Hamilton concluded.
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Congressional Delegation
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spent less than any time since the explained. “You have to vote yes Obamacare. Finally, on Sept. 30,
According to Lummis as of
Korean War and the Congressional or no on whatever they come up we passed a bill saying let’s fund Nov. 16, 85 Wyoming residents
Budget Office said with the penny with.”
the government until Dec. 15 and signed up for Obamacare and 3.5
plan and sequester we could balAccording to Enzi, bypassing appoint negotiators between the million Americans had lost their
ance the budget in two years,” He the committee work and the abil- House and Senate to work this out. insurance. “We expect 10 million
explained.
ity to offer amendments in com- And Harry Reid would not pass more to be cancelled and other
Benghazi
mittee and on the floor takes away that,” She explained.
people’s premiums, deductibles,
Representative Lummis serves the ability to get anything done.
“Now don’t tell me this was a and copays are increasing. Obamon the House Oversight Govern- Enzi explained the Democrats are Republican shutdown, the Demo- acare is a dismal failure,” Lummis
ment Reform Committee that in “full discipline.” “That means crats wanted that shutdown be- stated. “There is finally recognihas been conducting hearings on if you don’t vote with the leader, cause they knew they would be tion that leadership is lacking.
Benghazi. In early November, she you lose your committee chair- able to portray it in the minds of This President misleads; he knew
and three others traveled to Libya manship or your choice of com- American people as a Republican people would not get to keep
and Egypt.
mittee,” He said.
shutdown,” Lummis stated. “After their plans when he said at least
“We went with the hope of tryAs an illustration of the divide, the shutdown, the House passed 29 times: ‘I guarantee if you like
ing to interview eyewitnesses to Representative Lummis explained bills that attempted to partially your health care plan you can keep
the incident, but we were not al- the bills they passed to avoid the reopen the government and Harry it. Period.’”
lowed to go to Benghazi, “She ex- government shutdown and sent to Reid would not consider any of
Senator Enzi reported he found
plained. “I have read the classified the Senate only to have Senator them.”
a regulation in the Federal Regreports; there are gaps in the re- Harry Reid do nothing.
“So we get down to where the ister with 14 different items that
port in my opinion. I have a better
“First we passed a bill that said debt ceiling and continuing reso- would take away the right ‘to keep
understanding of what transpired, let’s fund the government until lution collide and the Senate kicks your insurance’ and predicted 68
but I don’t yet understand why so Dec. 15 and defund Obamacare. the can down the road with no percent of America would lose
much information was available Second, on Sept. 29 we passed a cuts involved,” She continued. “It their insurance.
to the terrorists who invaded the bill that said let’s fund the gov- is frustrating for us; I know it is
“There are only two ways you
compound. There is less informa- ernment until Dec. 15and delay frustrating for you.”
can have a voice,” Enzi explained.
tion on what happened at the CIA Obamacare for one year. Third,
Obamacare
“One is to bring up an amendment
annex.”
on Sept. 30 we passed a bill say“Meanwhile, look what was go- on a bill, but if Harry Reid doesn’t
“It is pretty offensive the man- ing let’s fund government until ing on with Obamacare,” Lummis like it he shuts the bill down. The
ner in which the State Depart- Dec. 15 and make sure Congress said. “We’ve been trying to reform other way is to use the Congresment is withholding information and their staff, and the White Obamacare and now the American sional Review Act where you can
from Congress as we investigate House and their staff are under people can see why.”
See ‘Congressional Delegation’ page 16
the Benghazi situation,”
She continued. “When
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A NNUAL M EETING

Sponsor Appreciation
Thank you to the sponsors of
the 94th WyFB Annual Meeting!
• First Interstate Bank of Laramie
• Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association,
Inc.
• Farm Credit Services of America
• Mountain West Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance and
the Mountain West Agencies in Wyoming: Warren
Ayala/Ayala Agency; David Bell/Bell Agency, Troy
Stone/Stone Agency and Todd Seeton/Seeton Agency
• Mountain West Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance
Company

The 2013 Annual Meeting Parliamentarian was Kylie Foster,
an alumni of the Cheyenne Frontier FFA Chapter. Kylie was a
member of the State FFA Champion Parliamentary Procedure
Team in 2010. She is an elementary education major at Laramie County Community College. At LCCC, she is a member
of the livestock judging team and livestock show team. WyFB
President Perry Livingston thanked Foster for her service at
the annual meeting. Kerin Clark photo.

WyFB President Perry Livingston thanked LaVall Hirschi for his service as the
Lincoln County Farm Bureau president. Retiring county Farm Bureau presidents are recognized at the awards banquet. Also recognized as retiring county presidents: Troy Swartz, Campbell County; and Todd Fornstrom, Laramie
County. Kerin Clark photo.

Just as agriculture is a family business, so is Farm
Bureau involvement. Weston County Farm Bureau
member Bob Harshbarger enjoyed a dance with
his great-granddaughter Laynie Sears at the annual meeting awards banquet. Kerin Clark photo.

Wyoming Farm Bureau retiring board members were recognized during the awards
banquet. Shown here is WyFB President Perry Livingston thanking Chalsey Kortes
for her service as WyFB YF&R State Chair on the state board from 2006-2012. Also
recognized for their service: Jim Hefenieder, Vice President from 2005-2013 and Margaret Lester, Southwest District Director, 2010-2013. Kerin Clark photo.

Wyoming agriculture’s heritage is important to Holly Kennedy, Miss Rodeo
Wyoming 2013. She believes strongly
in standing up for what she believes,
standing out to make herself and her
issue known and speaking up about
her beliefs. Kennedy spoke to Farm
Bureau members at the awards banquet Friday evening. She delivered
her “Wyoming” speech that she later used at the Miss Rodeo America
Pageant in early December. Kennedy
and her family are active Farm Bureau members. Holly just completed
a two-year term on the WyFB YF&R
Committee. Kerin Clark photo.



After a full day of business work, Farm Bureau members enjoyed dancing at the awards banquet on Friday. Music by “The Ranchers”
was enjoyed by all. The band was sponsored by Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association. Kerin Clark photo.

NOVEMBER 14-16, 2013

Visit www.wyfb.org for Facebook links to
Wyoming Farm Bureau
and
WyFB Young Farmers and Ranchers
VIEW MORE PHOTOS FROM ANNUAL MEETING
(Open pages; you do not need a Facebook account to view)
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Wyoming Classifieds
NOTICE
CLASSIFIED POLICY:
1) Wyoming Farm Bureau members
are entitled to free classified advertising in this publication for the purpose
of selling items they grow or make
themselves, selling used machinery or
household items, for posting wanted
advertising. Real estate sales not included. Each member family is entitled to two (2) free ads per month,
for 3 months, of up to 40 words each.
Member ads will be accepted by mail
at PO Box 685, Torrington, WY 82240
or e-mail to kclark@wyfb.org. Please
include member’s name and county.
2) Non-Wyoming Farm Bureau
members and WyFB members acting
as agents or dealers of products produced outside the member’s family
may purchase commercial classified
advertising at $0.50 per word, at a
minimum of $5.00 per ad. Discounts:
5% for 4 to 9 insertions, 10% for 10
or more insertions. Commercial ads
must be submitted in writing, and an
agreement regarding payment must be
made between Farm Bureau and the
advertiser.
DEADLINE:
Ads should be received by the 3rd
Tuesday of the month in order to appear
in the next month’s issue. Advertisers
are asked to check your ad and report
any errors. Contact: Email kclark@
wyfb.org or call 307.532.2002. Paid
ads must be mailed, typed or neatly

WYOMING
LIVESTOCK

printed, together with any payment
due, to Wyoming Agriculture, Farm
Bureau, P.O. Box 685, Torrington,
WY 82240. Free ads must be resubmitted by mail or e-mail after running
three months. Ads for which there is
payment due will run according to
agreement between Wyoming Farm
Bureau and the advertiser. Advance
payment is preferred for first-time advertisers.
NOTE:
The appearance of any ad in Wyoming Agriculture does not constitute
an endorsement or approval of the
product or service offered. The advertiser is liable for content of the
advertisement and any claims arising
therefrom against this publication.
The Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation reserves the right to refuse any
advertising not considered in keeping
with its publication’s standards.

LIVESTOCK
REGISTERED ANDALUSIAN
MARES FOR SALE. 14-year-old
mare, microchip implant; light grey;
8-year-old mare, microchip implant,
grey. Make offers. Lander, Wyoming;
307.335.7218 or email: malischewskkib@gmail.com
STOLL
24TH
ANNUAL
2-YEAR-OLD LIMOUSIN BULL
SALE. All are black, most are polled,
and some are Lim/Flex. Tuesday
March 4, 2014. 12:30 p.m. Riverton

ROUNDUP

Wyoming's only weekly publication devoted to
agriculture, the Wyoming Livestock Roundup
reaches the majority of the state's agricultural
producers. We have subscribers from Jackson to
Pine Bluffs and from Hulett to Evanston.
Every major livestock auction and implement dealer
in the state regularly advertises in the Roundup.
Advertising rates and subscriptions can be
obtained by calling 800-967-1647 or 307-234-2700.

Livestock Auction. For more information or a catalog call 307.856.4268.
Like us on Facebook at Stoll Limousin.
NICE TEAM OF GREY MULES.
1 Molly, 1 John; Freda (Molly) loves
people. Full siblings, one year apart
in age. Used mostly for packing elk
and on feed wagon bad winters, and
rode some. Harness available; also
selling all my saddle horses, 12 head.
EMAIL: wildcatws@hughes.net
HIGH QUALITY 2 YEAR
BLACK POLLED LIMOUSIN
BULL. Excellent disposition--he
missed our sale because of an injury,
but is now 100% sound, fertility tested
and ready to go to work. STOLL LIMOUSIN 307.856.4268.

EQUIPMENT
PA. AMISH MADE FANCY
CIRCUS BRICHEN TEAM HARNESS. New condition. Fits horses up
to 1400 pounds. US Calvary Team
Harness with complete bridles. Excellent condition. 307.856.5493.
BEAUTIFUL ORVILLE LAKE
FLOWER CARVED SADDLE. AFork, Flat Plate, Double Rig, Hand
made, 15 in. seat. New condition. Call
307.856.5493.
CONTINUOUS FENCE PANELS. 20’ lengths. Available in 1
1/4”, 1 1/2”, and 1 3/4”. Pavillion,

WY. Call for prices and availability.
307.856.4268
STEEL CATTLE GUARDS
(2)….7 feet X 10 feet…$1,750 each
or both for $3,000. Can arrange shipping anywhere….307.587.6418.
SMALL HUNTING CAMPER.
Newly paneled. Newly insulated.
Stove. Frig. Furn. $1,200 if I finish.
$800 if you finish. 307.752.2079.

FEED
HAY FOR SALE. Certified
weed free high county grown grass
hay. Barn stored. Small 70 to 75 lb
squares.$12.00 each. Encampment,
Wyoming. 307.340.0551. thebeavercreekenterprises@gmail.com

MISCELLANEOUS
Re: OLD FARM BUREAU
ROAD SIGN. Metal 8 sided. 15 inch
across, 17 inch corner to corner. Red,
white, blue shield on front. Red and
white stop sign on back. “Farm Bureau Member” on front. Jess Rodgers,
286 Braae Road, Douglas, WY 82633.
PH: 307.358.6716.

REAL ESTATE
MODERN 2 BR. LOG HOME
with guest house, garage, walk-in
cooler and freezer on 80 acres in MT
near Tongue River, north of Ashland,
307.682.9668 or 406.784.6198.

New Members
ALBANY COUNTY

Christopher Donnelly, Laramie; Troy
Decker, Laramie; Faith Tupper, Laramie;
Pat Rinker, Laramie; Naomi Ward,
Laramie; Jared Long, Laramie; Ray
Oaks, Jackson

BIG HORN COUNTY

Duane Rosser, Greybull; Douglas Scott,
Greybull; Ammon Brown, Lovell; Jerry
Kysar, Worland; Vicki Schiermeister,
Lovell; Ray Murnion, Lovell; Chase
Haughian, Lovell

CAMPBELL COUNTY

Jeremy Barker, Gillette; Shelley Huseby,
Gillette; Montie Means, Gillette;
Brandon Morgan, Gillette; Ruben
Gonzalez, Gillette; Travis Williamson,
Moorcroft

CARBON COUNTY

Jeff Kramer, Rawlins; Johnson Ranch
Co Dba, Elk Mountain; Katrina James,
Rawlins; Nick O’bradovich, Saratoga;
E.A. Bennett, Sinclair; Deval R Martinez,
Rawlins; Grant Rothenberger, Rawlins;
Maddy Winter, Rawlins; Joe Waldron,
Rawlins; Bery Wright, Rawlins; Noah
Archuleta, Rawlins; Scott Anderson,
Rawlins; Don Goodspeed, Rawlins

CONVERSE COUNTY

Chase Plumb, Douglas; Luke Thar,
Douglas; Travis Wills Trust, Douglas;
Mitch Falkenburg, Douglas; James C
Young, Douglas

CROOK COUNTY

Ray Mccoy, Powell; Larry Dobrenz,
Gillette

FREMONT COUNTY

Harold Rockney, Riverton; Anthony
Roman, Lander; Shirley Case, Riverton;
Garth Yeates, Hudson; Robert Carlson,
Riverton; Kelly Cole, Riverton; Daniel
Harris, Riverton

GOSHEN COUNTY

Joe Hatley, Torrington; Bill Rader,
Ft Laramie; Jack Pugsley, Jay Em;
Lori Powers, Torrington; Brandon
Cooley, Torrington; Lucas Moore,
Torrington; Theron Hageman, Jay Em;
Todd Peterson, Torrington; Patti Sure
Peterson, Torrington; Sara Gipfert,
Cheyenne; Shari Fox, Torrington; Alger
Bush Jr, Torrington; Dylan Duffield,
Torrington; Jimmy Galecka, Hawk
Springs; Jordan Farrell, Torrington;
Larry White, Torrington; Buz Oliver,
Torrington; Geoffrey Boche, Torrington;
Jeremy Ochsner, Lingle; Brad Wiegel,
Cheyenne; Miles Daily, Torrington; Luis
Loya, Torrington; Jean Chrostoski,
Torrington; Don Lemmon, Torrington;
Nathan Bunning, Torrington; Kellie
Short,
Torrington;
Wayne
Hort,
Torrington; Sean Howe, Torrington;
Dale Hudspeth, Lingle; Dale Trainer,
Torrington; Cole Desenfants, Torrington;
Dan Tucker, Torrington; Rusty Schwartz,
Douglas; Vaundeen Marsh, Torrington;
Christina Gibson, Lingle; Darlene
Millikin, Ft Laramie; Sam Kessler,
Lagrange; Sharla Dowding, Torrington;
Ca re ne S pa ulding , To r r ing t o n;
Michael Speidel, Torrington; Craig
Allen, Torrington; Richard Stapleton,
Torrington; Manual Flores, Casper;
Adam Wamblot, Torrington; Ruth Ann
Dillbeck, Rosenberg; James Mccranie,
Torrington; Lori Hill, Torrington

HOT SPRINGS COUNTY

Richard Miller, Thermopolis;
Anderson-Miller, Thermopolis

Diane

JOHNSON COUNTY

Matthew Young, Story; Matt Ruder,
Laramie; Andrew Parker, Buffalo; Susan

See ‘New Members’ page 18
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Wyoming Farm Bureau Staff Longevity Awards

Wyoming Farm Bureau President Perry Livingston presented WyFB staff longevity awards at the
awards banquet of the WyFB Annual Meeting.
WyFB Executive Vice President Ken Hamilton has
been with Farm Bureau for 30 years. Kerin Clark photo.

WyFB Media and Member Relations Director Kerin Clark has been with Farm
Bureau for 15 years. Ken Hamilton photo.

Distinguished Service Award
voted much time and dedication to
the organization. Frank has served in
many leadership roles in Farm Bureau
including: Converse County Farm Bureau President from 1979-1984; Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation State
Government Affairs State Committee
Chair; and WyFB Vice President.
Along with supporting Frank in his
leadership roles, Leslie has also served
in many different positions including
county Farm Bureau treasurer and
Fruit and Vegetable Coordinator.
“The protection of private property rights has always been at the top
of Frank and Leslie’s list of things
worth fighting for,” Livingston said.
“As members of the Converse County
Landowners Association they have
worked diligently to safeguard those
rights and gain transparency, bargaining momentum and efficiency of process when dealing with pipeline projects, oil and gas development issues
and more recently; wind development
issues.”
In 1999, Frank was a founding
member of the Thunder Basin Grasslands Prairie Ecosystem Association;
a group interested in protecting landowner property rights amid endangered species concerns. Working with
the Forest Service, Wyoming Game
and Fish, and other interagency personnel; Frank and Leslie support a
common sense approach to candidate
species and species of concern under
the Endangered Species Act. They
have worked tirelessly to develop a
Candidate Conservation Agreement
with Assurances to provide landowners with protection of their property
and livelihood if a species does get
listed.
Frank served as a Converse County

Commissioner from May 1999 to December 2006. He served as chairman
of the commission and worked on
many issues during his tenure. Frank
feels strongly about using the coordination process in dealing with federal
land management agencies and helped
Converse County Farm Bureau provide training for area elected officials
and other affected parties. Frank currently serves as chairman of the Converse County Natural Resource Policy
Committee and is currently working
once again on comments to the Forest
Service regarding the prairie dog.
“The Eathornes have stood up for
agriculture when it really counted and
spent many late nights reading a draft
plan and providing comments; made
sandwiches for weary firemen; sent
one more e-mail; or helped put the
finishing touches on a 4-H project,”
Livingston said about the Eathorne’s
distinguished service.
“It is very special to get this award
from Farm Bureau,” Frank and Leslie
Eathorne said. “We have talked many
times over the years about different
ranch issues we face and know Farm
Bureau is the organization we can
count on when we are looking for solutions.”
“The staff is always ready and so
willing to help,” They continued.
“Whenever an issue comes up we
know we can call the office and get
some guidance that is always so helpful.”
“Then of course the friendships we
have made around the state is another
thing we have grown to appreciate
over the years,” Frank and Leslie said.
“We always look forward to coming to
the Farm Bureau meetings and those
are the reasons.”

WyFB Membership Coordinator Dominique Giroux has been with Farm Bureau for five years. Kerin Clark photo.

From page 1

“We feel very blessed to be honored
by this group of people,” They concluded.
“The Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation is proud to honor Frank and
Leslie Eathorne with the 2013 Distinguished Service Award honoring their

distinguished service,” Livingston concluded. “We thank Frank and Leslie for
their dedicated leadership on behalf of
the Converse County Farm Bureau,
the Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation
and the state’s agriculture industry.”
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Heartland Kubota LLC
2450 Heartland Dr.
Sheridan, WY 82801
(307) 672-8011

www.kubota.com
©Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2008
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Donations to Foundation help provide educational
forums and support legal efforts
By Kerin Clark
Educational forums and support of
legal efforts by the Wyoming Farm
Bureau Foundation is made possible
through donations. During the 2013
fundraiser, $3,965 was raised for the
Foundation.
Donations were accepted at the Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation annual
meeting and from voluntary donations
with the membership dues billings.
The goal of the “Foundation Fundraiser” is to enhance the Foundation’s
ability to provide educational seminars
for Wyoming’s agricultural producers
and support important legal efforts.
“We were pleased again this year
with the amount of support members
throughout the state showed for the
Wyoming Farm Bureau Foundation,”
Perry Livingston, Wyoming Farm Bureau president, said.
Don Pavack, president of the Na-

trona County Farm & Ranch Bureau,
donated a handcrafted knife to be used
as a fundraiser during annual meeting.
This year marked the eighth handcrafted knife donated by Pavack to the
Wyoming Farm Bureau Foundation.
The names of the donors were put into
a drawing at annual meeting. The knife
was won by June Jones of Park County.
The Wyoming Farm Bureau Foundation was organized by the members
of the Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation in 1982 and reactivated by the
board seven years ago. The purpose of
the Foundation is to fund educational
opportunities and support scientific research needed by Wyoming’s agricultural producers. The Foundation has
also supported recent legal efforts to
protect agricultural producers.
In conjunction with the Wyoming
Farm Bureau annual meeting, the
WyFB Foundation 2013 Symposium

Wyoming Farm Bureau Foundation
2013 Donor Recognition
Under $25
John Arney
Dale Bomgardner
Carl and Carol Dockery
Leonard Hawley
Bettina Nimick
Layne Qualm
George Whalen
Frederick and Terri Woodward Jr
$25
Aaron Clausen
Thad Dockery
Jim Dolan
Frank Eathorne
Andy Greer
Keith Hamilton
Jeb Hanson
Dale Heggem
Chalsey Kortes
Gerald Kortes
Wally & Sally Ramsbottom
Ray Robb
Hugh Thompson
$50
Steve Beumee
Pat and Sherri Cullen
Donald and Barbara Hoyt
Jim Geesey
Glen McAlister
Victor Ohman
John Roden
Roni Vollman

“Plan Success” was held
Nov. 14, 2013. Succession is the watershed
issue facing America’s
family farmers and
ranchers. Planning for
a smooth transition and
preparing the next generation to lead is tough.
The featured speaker
was Kevin Spafford,
founder of Legacy by
Design and eLegacyConnect.
Providing
financial security and The WyFB Foundation raffle fundraiser at annual
eliminating the estate meeting raised $1,830. Donors had their names
tax can be complex and in a drawing for a handcrafted knife donated by
confusing. Through the Don Pavack. June Jones, of Park County, won the
five keys, participants handcrafted knife. From left to right: Pavack, Jones
learned about the plan- and WyFB President Perry Livingston. Kerin Clark
ning process, good com- photo.
which allows for tax deductible donamunication strategies,
tions from interested individuals.
and how to overcome obstacles.
To learn more about the programs
A DVD recording of the symposium is available for purchase. See ar- presented by the Wyoming Farm Bureau Foundation, visit www.wyfb.org
ticle on page 8 for more.
The Wyoming Farm Bureau Foun- and click on the “WyFB Foundation”
dation is a 501(c)(3) organization tab and then “Foundation Programs.”

AFBF Legal Update
$100
David Garber
Jean Harshbarger
Frank & Della Hawken
Garie Henry
Shirley Morgan
$150
Tim Pexton
$200
Matt Stroh
$250
June Jones
Steve Jones
Perry Livingston
$500
Jim and Beth Hefenieder
$1,000
Carbon County Farm Bureau

be and that is exactly what Farm Bureau
argued.”
The third case, AFBF v. EPA, is in
regards to the Total Maximum Daily
Load (TMDL) in the Chesapeake Bay.
Quist explained that EPA set a total cap
for nutrients and sediment for the 64,000
square mile watershed and then divided
up that load among all sources of pollution in the Bay and even imposed individual pollution caps among some farms.
“Essentially, the court decision said
the CWA affords EPA the power to dictate land use policy and other traditionally state and local matters,” Quist said. “It
ignores Congress’ mandate of ‘cooperative federalism’ in the CWA and allows
EPA to go farm to farm, town to town,
setting arbitrary pollutant caps without
consideration of costs or achievability.”
AFBF has filed an appeal. “This was
an unfortunate decision because it is so
broad and gives EPA the authority to go
town to town and farm to farm across the
country telling them you can farm here,
but not here,” She said.
Endangered Species Act
Quist covered two cases regarding
the ESA. “In the Center for Biological
Diversity v. EPA, anti-pesticide groups
claim that many agriculture pesticides
have not gone through ESA consultation; so EPA should ban or restrict that
pesticide use until EPA consults with
wildlife agencies and restrictions are
imposed to protect species,” Quist said.
“The court dismissed the case because

From page 4

you cannot challenge federal agency actions that happened 20 years ago. Just
because EPA licenses pesticides, that
doesn’t give you a right at any time to
decide you want a consultation. This was
a huge win.”
“The plaintiffs in this case have now
refiled a complaint with a narrower set
of pesticides, but no flaws were fixed in
the complaint so we are working to get
that lawsuit kicked out, again,” Quist
continued.
Another huge win for AFBF came
in the lawsuit, Center for Food Safety
v. Vilsack, which is a NEPA review case
regarding Roundup Ready Alfalfa. “We
won this in the 9th Circuit,” Quist explained. “The judges really didn’t want
to rule in our favor because they didn’t
want GMOs available for commercial
sale, but they didn’t have any wiggle
room in the law to do otherwise.”
“Our position is once they (GMOs)
satisfy certain factors and USDA says it
isn’t a risk, USDA must deregulate and
allow commercial sale; you can’t keep
piling on all these reviews like ESA or
NEPA,” Quist explained. “If you want
to use biotechnology products, we want
you to have access to them; it is your
choice and that is what is important so
this case was a huge win.”
Property rights
The Supreme Court strengthened
some property rights in the last year. In
Arkansas Fish and Game Commission
See ‘AFBF Legal Update’ page 18
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A look at fencing doctrines
By David Willms
People use fences for many
things, such as privacy, establishing
property boundaries, public safety,
managing pastures, protecting riparian areas, keeping livestock on their
property, and keeping livestock off
their property. Over the years, landowners have fought tirelessly about
each of these issues. In fact, throughout Wyoming’s history, few, if any,
inanimate objects have caused as
much consternation or conflict as
fences—or the lack thereof. Because
of this, Wyoming has strong law,
through both case law and statutes
addressing the myriad issues involving fences. However, adequately
writing about all of Wyoming’s fencing laws could fill a tome, so this article will only touch the surface of
one issue—livestock containment.
There are two principle fencing
doctrines applied across the country regarding livestock—the fencein doctrine, and the fence-out doctrine. Under the fence-in doctrine, a
livestock owner must erect a fence
to contain his animals, or face the
prospect of liability for trespass
and associated damages caused by
those animals if they wander onto
a neighboring property. Contrarily,
the fence-out doctrine requires landowners who wish to keep neighboring livestock off of their property to
construct a fence to accomplish this
goal. Their failure to fence animals
out generally prohibits pursuing liability against the livestock owners.
Though most people believe Wyoming is a fence-out state, it actually
applies both doctrines depending on
the livestock at issue.
For example, the Wyoming Supreme Court regularly upholds the
fact that the fence-out doctrine applies to cattle. Yet, the Court recognizes Wyoming as a fence-in state
for sheep. The Court rationalized this
distinction through an acknowledgement of the ways in which owners
tended cattle versus sheep in early
statehood. Because herders stayed
with sheep, they were expected to
prevent trespass onto neighboring
lands. However, cattle traditionally
ranged freely, and therefore their
owners were not expected to prevent
trespass. In addition to the Court
recognizing the fence-in doctrine
for sheep, the Wyoming Legislature
expanded its application to swine,
goats, elk, and exotic livestock such
as llamas, bison hybrids, and yaks by
making it unlawful for such animals
to run at large.
Though the basic principles of the
fencing doctrines are straight for-

ward, establishing liability against
someone for violating either doctrine
can be challenging. The first step in
determining whether liability exists
is often to evaluate the adequacy of
the fence. Wyoming statutes require
the construction of a “lawful fence”
as a first step to avoiding liability
under the fence-in doctrine, and to
establish liability under the fenceout doctrine. However, a court will
analyze the specific circumstances of
each case before assigning liability
for damage to neighboring property
caused by livestock.
For example, under the fence-out
doctrine, if a landowner constructs
a “lawful fence” and his neighbor’s
livestock breaches it, then then
neighbor could face liability. If livestock breach an unlawful fence then
the risk of liability decreases. Yet, the
breach of a “lawful fence” is not always required to create liability. The
fence-out doctrine typically protects
the owners of livestock from liability if their animals wander onto unfenced property and cause damage;
however, it does not necessarily protect against an intentional trespass.
Therefore, if a livestock owner intentionally or maliciously drives his
livestock onto a person’s unfenced
property, then that livestock owner
can face liability for damage his animals cause.
Similar rules apply under the
fence-in doctrine. If the owners
of sheep, yaks, goats or the other
animals subject to the doctrine construct a “lawful fence” and those animals are able to breach it, then the
owner may avoid liability for damage caused by his animals to neighboring property. However, even with
a “lawful fence”, an owner can be
found liable if he intentionally forces his animals to breach that fence.
Likewise, constructing or maintaining an unlawful fence can lead to liability if the fenced animals escape.
One heavily litigated area of potential liability relates to collisions
between livestock and vehicles on
roads with fenced right-of-ways. On

WyFB Photo
Contest
Deadline
is Jan. 31, 2014.
Visit wyfb.org or
call 307.721.7728
for details.

numerous occasions, the Wyoming
Supreme Court held that the mere
fact of a vehicle striking an animal
is insufficient to assign liability to
the animal owner for damage to the
vehicle or its passengers. Instead,
the driver must present evidence
showing negligence of the livestock
owner that led to the accident. Some
examples of negligence may include
evidence that the livestock owner
intentionally placed the animal
along the road, that he knew of the
animal’s presence along the road,
or that he knew of a failure in the
fence that led to the livestock being
on the road. In short, liability is very
circumstance specific but requires
more than the presence of an animal
on the road.
The Court has also addressed the
prospect of liability when a vehicle
strikes an animal in “open-range,” or
roads with unfenced rights-of-ways.
The Supreme Court only addressed
this issue once. In that case, the
Court refused to make the livestock
owner liable for the accident because
he posted signs notifying drivers that
they were traveling through openrange with livestock present. The

Court also reasoned that in openrange situations, a livestock owner
cannot be expected to know the exact
location of his animals at all times,
and that livestock were no different
than roaming wildlife in these circumstances. However, the Court left
open the possibility for liability in a
situation where the livestock owner
fails to put a driver on notice about
the presence of livestock.
The above only skims the surface of Wyoming’s fencing laws,
and provides a 30,000 foot view of
the potential liabilities associated
with them. Clearly, fencing laws
and disputes are firmly rooted in
Wyoming’s history. From adverse
possession to estrays and livestock
districts to trespassing, these issues
will remain at the forefront of Wyoming law for years to come. Benjamin Franklin famously noted that the
only two certainties in life are death
and taxes. I suspect that if he lived in
Wyoming, he would have added one
more—fencing disputes.
____________________________
David Willms is an attorney at
Dray, Dyekman, Reed & Healey,
P.C. in Cheyenne, Wyoming.

Your Newest and Largest Titan Dealer
in the Rocky Mountain Region.
Over 30 Titan’s in stock
Many stock, combos, horse and utility trailers to choose from.
Trades Welcome • Financing available

www.perrystrailers.com

800-584-9115 • 2516 Coffeen Ave. • Sheridan • 307-672-0690
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Congressional Delegation
circulate a petition and if you get
enough names you get an eight
hour debate and then an up or
down vote on the regulations.”
“I was able to get this done and
every Democrat chastised me for
bringing up the issue and they voted as a block to defeat the amendment,” He continued.

From page 9

According to Enzi, who serves
on the Senate Finance Committee,
the Obamacare hearings have been
intense. “One of the reasons it has
been intense is the amendment
that I did get in there that puts us
all under the bill so we have to go
through the exchanges just like the
rest of Americans instead of being

exempt like the President wants,”
He said.
Senator Enzi warned identity
theft is a real concern. He explained they just learned the website was beta tested for only 26
hours one week before it went
live. “Computer experts say it
should have been tested for six

like no other
with no match.

©2013 Purina Animal Nutrition LLC

all envy.

You’ll ﬁnd decades of research and quality ingredients in
every bag of Purina® horse feed. Your horse can be more
responsive and have the energy and stamina to perform
at his peak every time. It’s your power to perform.

Horse.PurinaMills.com

BUFFALO
THAR’S FEED & RANCH SUPPLY INC.
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PINEDALE
CROSSFIRE RANCH SUPPLY
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THERMOPOLIS
WHITE HORSE COUNTRY STORE
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GILLETTE
FCA COUNTRY STORE
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ROCK SPRINGS
SOUTHWESTERN WYOMING WOOL WAREHOUSE
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TORRINGTON
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307-532-3380
www.panhandlecoop.com

WHEATLAND
WHEATLAND COUNTRY STORE
307-322-3922
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weeks to six months and hackers
should have been hired to see if
they could bust the security, but
that wasn’t done,” He continued.
“People understand this is a terrible law,” Barrasso stated. “The
fundamentals of the law are not
fixable. People are mandated to
buy insurance they will never
need and the failure of the
website is just the tip of the
iceberg.”
Concluding Remarks
“I have so much respect
for the people in this room,”
Lummis said. “You are
working to save America,
our liberties, protect what
we have, and enhance for
our children and grandchildren the ability to pursue
happiness, to compete for a
living, to earn success and
not have it handed to you.
The Farm Bureau is a honorable organization. You
should be proud of the work
you do; I certainly am.”
“We are a team. We work
together and we travel together often,” Senator Barrasso stated. “On a typical
weekend, we travel the state
of Wyoming hearing from
our Constituents and attending meetings and events
around the state to hear from
folks like you.”
“I’m pleased to be a part of
your team in Washington,”
Senator Enzi stated. “We are
three distinct personalities
with the capability to talk to
different people in different
ways. We meet on a regular
basis so we make sure we
are covering everything. We
get a lot done since we work
together.”
“We all understand what
farming and ranching does
in this country,” Senator
Enzi continued.
“I received an interesting
letter on how many people
are pulling the wagon and
how many are riding in the
wagon now. It is farms and
ranches, the trucking industry, private business, etc.
pulling the wagon and the
government is in the wagon,” Senator Enzi concluded. “Can you imagine what
would happen if the private
sector shutdown like the
government did? The Government better be thinking
about that. It is organizations like yours that keeps
them thinking.”
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“OutSTANDING IN THEIR FIELD”
News from the County Farm Bureaus
Torrington/Lingle FFA Chapter Albany County Farm Bureau to
wins National Livestock Judging hold “Meet your Legislator” event
The Albany County Farm Bureau is reau Center Classroom in Laramie (931
Championship
hosting a “Meet your Legislator” event Boulder Drive). Chili will be served. For
Note: The Goshen County Farm
Bureau congratulates this team of
FFA students. The Goshen County
Farm Bureau is proud to have the
Miller family as members.
LOUISVILLE--The Torrington/
Lingle FFA chapter was the winning team in the 2013 National FFA
Livestock Evaluation Career Development Event (CDE). The students,
led by advisor Jason Groene, were
among 183 students from 46 states
who participated in this year’s event.
P.D. Miller was the first high individual in the competition; Skyler
Miller was the third high individual;
and Tyler Pickinpaugh finished as
seventh high individual in the com-

petition. Rounding out the team is
Mikayla McNamee.
The National FFA Livestock CDE
is a competitive event that tests the
student’s ability to select and evaluate livestock. Event components
include eight evaluation classes of
beef, sheep, swine, and goats; oral
placement reasons on four classes;
and a written exam on livestock
production. A team activity, utilizing reproductive and marketing information, demonstrates the teams’
livestock selection ability. Each
team in the event competed at local
and state levels for the privilege of
representing their state at the National FFA Convention & Expo.

on January 2, 2014 at 6 p.m. All Farm
Bureau members are invited to attend.
The event will be held at the Farm Bu-

questions, contact Stacy Berger, Albany
County Farm Bureau Young Farmer &
Rancher Chair, at 307.760.6354.

Farm Bureau Scholarship opportunities
Farm Bureau members and their
family have several opportunities to
apply for college scholarships.
WyFB state scholarships
The Wyoming Farm Bureau
Federation scholarship deadline
is March 1, 2014. Nine college
scholarships are offered each year.
Scholarships are available for high
school graduates and for those students who are continuing their college education. Applications are
available at www.wyfb.org; click on
the education tab. Applications are

also available at county Farm Bureau offices. For questions, contact
Ellen Westbrook at 800.442.8325
or ewestbrook@wyfb.org.
County scholarships
Many county Farm Bureaus also
offer college scholarships to Farm
Bureau members and their family.
Contact your local county Farm
Bureau office or county president
to determine local opportunities.
Contact information is available at
www.wyfb.org at the county Farm
Bureau tab.

PLAN FOR THE FUTURE - PLAN FOR PROFITABILITY
Take Advantage of
Early Season Discounts by
Scheduling for Spring.
Over 24 y
e
of grain h ars
andling
experien
ce!

The 2013 National Champion FFA Livestock Evaluation Team; Torrington/
Lingle FFA. From left to right: Torrington/Lingle FFA Chapter Advisor Jason
Groene with FFA team members Mikayla McNamee, P.D. Miller, Skyler Miller
and Tyler Pickinpaugh. Courtesy photo.

Jim Geesey fifth CEO of MWFBI
Mr. Jim Geesey began his ming. In January 1999, he joined
new duties as the fifth
the management
CEO of Mountain West
team as Senior Vice
Farm Bureau and 360
President of MarInsurance Companies
keting at the home
on Dec. 5, 2013. He
office in Laramie,
succeeds Roy Schmett,
Wyoming.
who retired after 44
Jim, a graduate
years of service to
of the University
Mountain West.
of Wyoming with
Geesey began his
a degree in Induscareer in the insurance
trial Management,
Jim Geesey
profession with Mounis well known in the
tain West Farm Bureau
Laramie communiInsurance in February 1987 as an ty. He has held numerous leadagent in Kemmerer, Wyoming. ership positions throughout the
He was appointed agency manag- years. Jim and his wife, Hattie,
er in Northwestern Wyoming in have two sons, Robert and Paul.
1996 and resided in Cody, Wyo-
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AFBF Legal Update
v. US Corps of Engineers, a positive ruling for property rights was issued when
the courts said just compensation can
be sought for temporary takings such as
government-induced floods. Now farmers and ranchers have the right to ask
courts for compensation for temporary
flooding caused by government action.
“Arkansas prevailed in the Supreme
Court; this was a good ruling for farmers

From page 14

and ranchers,” Quist stated.
Another good ruling came in Koontz
v. St. Johns Water Management District.
“In this case, Koontz wanted to develop
land and was seeking a permit. “The
Management District was willing to issue a permit, but asked Koontz to give
90 percent of his land and pay to restore
wetlands 50 miles from his property,”
Quist explained. “The Court ruled that

the permit conditions were arbitrary and
unrelated to the purpose of the permit.
Koontz was allowed to refuse the terms
and still have the right to seek compensation for a regulatory taking.”
“This had never been done before,”
Quist continued. “This ruling is a great
property rights win for landowners who
are burdened by unreasonable permit requirements.”

Looking to 2014
Quist talked about two issues AFBF
will be watching in 2014 as well. One
is the Supreme Court’s review of EPA’s
authority to set greenhouse gas emission standards for stationary sources; i.e.
power plants, major industrial sources
and potentially some farms.
“The Supreme Court is not looking at
whether EPA has the authority to regulate
greenhouse gases in the first place
or to set emission standards for
motor vehicles,” Quist explained.
“It looking at a very narrow question, but for agriculture it is key.”
The second issue relates to the
EPA proposing a new rule regulating all waters of the United States
under the CWA. “This is in the policy area, but will most likely end up
in court,” Quist said. “EPA’s philosophy is they want to use a federal rule to categorically deem all
wet areas in this country as waters
of the United States.”

New Members
From page 12

JOHNSON COUNTY (cont.)
Kelly Cape, Cody; Keith Clark,
Powell; Kevin Dutton, Cody; Luke
Hopkin, Cody; Timothy Marrier,
Cody; Sarah Ringer, Cody; Marlene
Richmond, Powell; Denman
Jones, Powell; William Loveland,
Burlington; Tamra Ratcliff, Powell;
Delissa Minnick, Cody; Katherine
Ackley, Powell; Peter Kuyper, Cody

SHERIDAN COUNTY

Melvin Kinsinger, Sheridan; James
Terry, Sheridan; Adam Haskett,
Sheridan; Luke Decker, Sheridan;
David Beld, Sheridan; Dennis
Lynch, Sheridan; Michael Wicht,
Sheridan; Rodney Brown, Sheridan;
Portuguese Canyon, San Miguel;
Karen Fosher, Sheridan; Zach Dewitt,
Sheridan; Jeff Anderson, Watford
City; Jenna Harper, Sheridan;
Jessica Duncan, Sheridan; Brett
Richmond, Cody; Sally Francis,
Sheridan; Theodore Standage,
Dayton; Perry Stroud, Sheridan

SUBLETTE COUNTY

Jeff Barron, Big Piney; Charles Hunt,
Boulder; Renee Hossack, Big Piney

SWEETWATER COUNTY

Dan Johnson, Rock Springs;
Zedekiah Merrell, Rock Springs;
Anthony Okyere-Boaten, Rock
Springs; Matthew Lundgren, Green
River; Scott Calvin, Rock Springs;
Robert Hickerson, Green River;
Sandra Page, Green River

The lifeblood of America.

TETON COUNTY

Jesse Nagle, Alta; Leo Dvorson,
Teton Village; Katherine Carr,
Jackson;
Mark
Hendrickson,
Jackson

They’re the humble heroes who rise before dawn and battle
the elements. They put clothes on our backs and food on

UINTA COUNTY

our tables. Their genuine values and tireless work ethic are

Josephine Walton, Evanston; Lance
Walker, Lyman; Joshua Perry,
Evanston; Manual Varela, Mountain
View; Scott Robinson, Evanston;
Bruce Thornock, Evanston; Daniel
Stephens, Mountain View; Rikki
Ramirez, Evanston

an inspiration to us all. We appreciate all that America’s
farmers do and invite you to join us in saying thanks at
www.fbfs.com/SayThanksToAFarmer.
/SayThanksToAFarmer

WASHAKIE COUNTY

FB02-WY (7-13)

Lyle Spence, Worland
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Agent Recognition
Membership Acquisition
Superior Category
County..............Agent .... Members acquired
Laramie ..... Chris Anderson .... 73
Natrona...... Pat Toft ................ 68
Laramie ..... Garth Simkins ...... 67
Johnson ..... Nick Smith ........... 62
Goshen ...... Chuck Curry ........ 52
Campbell ... Mike Smith .......... 49
Sheridan .... Lloyd Meineke..... 48
Uinta.......... Bridger Mackey ... 47
Carbon ....... Tammy Mortensen . 46
Lincoln ...... Tammy Peternal ... 46
Campbell ... David Daigle........ 44
Fremont ..... John Finch ........... 44
Sweetwater .. David Stauffer ..... 43
Sheridan .... Bob DeFries ......... 42
Laramie ..... Jason Bell............. 41
Uinta.......... Steve Moscinski... 40
Outstanding Category
County..............Agent .... Members acquired
Natrona...... Jack Swanson....... 37
Park ........... David Gillat ......... 35
Park .......... Jeanna Kennedy ... 34
Washakie ... Tom Allred ........... 32
Sheridan .... Erin DeFries......... 32
Crook......... Suzette Livingston .. 32
Converse ... Justin French........ 29
Park ........... Kurt Hopkin ......... 27
Laramie ..... Joshua Tangeman. 27
Big Horn.... Frank Kelly .......... 25
Uinta.......... Ben Richins ......... 24
Campbell ... Jason Kasperik ..... 21
Carbon ...... Rick Hughes ........ 20
Excellent Category
County..............Agent .... Members acquired
Park ........... Larry French ........ 19
Teton ......... Steve Robinson .... 19
Laramie ..... Jory Kaufman ...... 18
Hot Springs.. Mark Whitt .......... 18
Albany ....... Zack Jacobsen...... 17
Sublette ..... Amber Hammer ... 14
Lincoln ...... Mike Hansen........ 14
Teton ......... Nacole Hanson..... 14
Laramie ..... Nathan Rayl ......... 13
Sublette .... Michael Noyes ..... 10
Fremont ..... Dixie Realing ......... 9
Albany ....... Matt Thornton ........ 8
Natrona...... Gerald Epperly....... 7
Teton ......... Lea Bonnecaze....... 6
Albany ....... Matt Siegel............. 6
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Albany County wins the Bronze Boot and Bronze Hat
By Kerin Clark
The Albany County Farm Bureau won the coveted Bronze Boot
membership award for being the first
county to reach membership quota
and have a new young regular member. They also won Roy Schmett’s
century club membership. Schmett
is the CEO of Mountain West Farm
Bureau Mutual Insurance Company
(MWFBMIC).
The Albany County Farm Bureau
also won the Bronze Hat Award. This
award is given to the county with
the greatest increase of century club
members. Albany County had an increase of six century club members.
The volunteers and agents who
work throughout the year to retain
and acquire memberships in the organization were recognized at the
2013 Wyoming Farm Bureau annual
meeting.
Membership awards
The county with the highest percent of regular members by annual
meeting wins Erick Arens’ century
club membership (MWFBMIC Vice
President Sales & Marketing). This
award went to Albany County with
113 percent of regular members paid
by annual meeting.
Big Horn County retained the
greatest percentage (92.81 percent)
of all members from the previous
year earning them Dave Perdue’s
century club membership. Perdue
is the Chief Financial Officer for
MWFBMIC.
Goshen County had the most
new regular members (14 new regular) by annual meeting earning them
Jeff Suloff’s century club membership. Suloff is the Vice President of
Claims for MWFBMIC.
Fremont County earned Dan
Bleak’s century club membership for
having the most century club and life
members by annual meeting (26 century and life members). Bleak is the
Vice President of Underwriting and
Operations for MWFBMIC.
The county whose agents sign the
most new members by annual meeting is awarded Jim Geesey’s life dividend. Geesey is the Chief Operating Officer for MWFBMIC. Geesey
became the Chief Executive Officer
of MWFBMIC on Dec. 5. Laramie
County won this award with 243
new members acquired by Laramie
County agents.
Agent Recognition
During 2013, Mountain West
Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance
Company agents acquired 1,379 new
members. Those agents who acquire
memberships during the membership
year receive recognition from WyFB
during annual meeting for their support of the organization. See agent

recognition box.
Outstanding Members hip
Worker Awards
Each year nominations are accepted for Outstanding Membership Worker awards. The winner of
the 2013 Outstanding Membership
Worker, Agent Category, is Michelle
Burt from Niobrara County. In
the nomination letter, the Niobrara
County Farm Bureau wrote: “As a
new agent Michelle hit the road running and has been aggressive in procuring new Farm Bureau members.
The vast majority of our new members have come through Michelle
and her hard work as an agent. She
is extremely supportive of the Farm
Bureau Federation. ”
The winner of the 2013 Outstanding Membership Worker, County
Office Staff Category, is Vicki LaBrusciano from Johnson County.
The nomination letter from Johnson County stated: “Recently, Vicki
took over membership duties for the
county Farm Bureau. She has taken
on these new tasks without complaint
and has done a wonderful job. Vicki
works on new memberships and also
works to make sure existing clients
are Federation members.”
“As always, thank you to everyone who works membership across
the state,” WyFB Membership Chair
Tim Pexton said. “Membership is the
foundation of the success of our organization.”

MWFBMIC Vice President Sales &
Marketing Erick Arens (left) presents a membership award to Goshen
County Farm Bureau Board Member
Byron Yeik. Kerin Clark photo.

MWFBMIC Vice President Sales &
Marketing Erick Arens (left) presents
a membership award to Laramie
County Farm Bureau President Dale
Heggem. Kerin Clark photo.

WyFB President
Perry Livingston
(left) presents the
Bronze Boot membership award to Albany County Farm
Bureau President Alexa Kennedy. The
Albany County Farm Bureau was the
first county to reach membership quota.
The Albany County Farm Bureau also
won the Bronze Hat membership award
for having the greatest increase in Century Club members. Kerin Clark photo.

Michelle Burt, MWFB agent from
Niobrara County, (right) receives her
2013 Outstanding Membership Worker-Agent Award from WyFB Membership State Chair Tim Pexton (left).
Kerin Clark photo.

MWFBMIC Vice President Sales &
Marketing Erick Arens (left) presents
a membership award to Big Horn
County Farm Bureau Board Member
Keith Hamilton. Kerin Clark photo.

MWFBMIC Vice President Sales &
Marketing Erick Arens (left) presents
a membership award to Fremont
County Farm Bureau President Thad
Dockery. Kerin Clark photo.
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Ag Books for Kids in the classrooms

Covolo Auto-Farm
Service
80 Rees Road
Mountain View, WY
307-786-2277

© 2013 Rocky Mountain Power

wattsmart is registered in U.S. Patent and Trademark Office.

Watch your energy
savings grow.
Our FinAnswer® Express program offers cash incentives
for replacing worn irrigation components such as
sprinklers, regulators, nozzles and gaskets with new
energy-efficient equipment. Typical incentives range from
$200 to $2,000 depending on types and quantities.
Please call us before you start your project and we’ll
walk you through the application process. The incentive
check arrives a few weeks after a qualifying application
is received.
The new equipment will make your irrigation system run
more efficiently. And your energy savings will continue
to grow. To apply, visit rockymountainpower.net/
wattsmart or call 801-642-4472 for assistance.

Six elementary classrooms in Laramie were visited by the Wyoming Farm Bureau Young Farmer & Rancher Committee during the organization’s 94th annual
meeting in November. The Committee members read the 2014 Ag Books for
Kids book “Pigs and Pork in the Story of Agriculture” and conducted interactive
activities. The students in the younger classes learned about graphing and their
fellow classmates’ pork preferences. The older students learned about the nutrient cycle by completing a chart. All of the classes participated in “A Day Without
Agriculture” where a story is read and they list items, in addition to food, that come
from agriculture. From left to right: Kolter Schuebel, Park County; Chalsey Kortes,
Carbon County; Cole Coxbill, Goshen County; Kerin Clark, WyFB; Holly Kennedy,
Albany County; Raenell Taylor, Crook County; Stacy
and Kyle Berger, Albany County; and Heather Hamilton Maude, Niobrara County. Not pictured: Toni
Swartz, Campbell County. Julie Devine photo.
Graphing pork preferences: WyFB YF&R Committee Member Kolter Schuebel graphs the students’
pork preferences on the board while the class talks
about agriculture and the book “Pigs and Pork in
the Story of Agriculture.” Kerin Clark photo.

