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Run government as a
business—a legislative review
By Kerin Clark
Continuity, productivity and stability. These were the words used by
Wyoming Senate President Senator Jim Anderson (R-Glenrock) to
describe the 2012 Wyoming Legislative Session. “It was a very productive session,” Senate President
Anderson said in a March 15 interview with Wyoming Agriculture.
“One that demonstrated to the people of Wyoming there was continuity between past sessions and a lot
of stability from one session to the
next.”
“We want to stay away from the
rapid mood swings that you see nationally and provide continuity and
stability,” He continued.
The budget session adjourned
March 8, one day earlier than scheduled. “In last year’s general session,
we were done in 38 days instead of
40 so we had three days left over for
the biennium,” Senator Anderson
explained. “That itself is not only a
savings of time, but it is also a considerable savings of money when
you have that many folks meeting
each day in Cheyenne.”
Senator Anderson spoke about the

budget, redistricting, wolf management, education and interim topics.
Budget
According to Senator Anderson,
the Legislature went with a ﬂat line
budget. “Given what we see down
the road with the real decline in
natural gas prices, we wanted to
run what we felt was a responsible
budget,” He said. “We went with the
ﬂat line budget, but with the idea we
will try to implement a four percent
cut as we go forward.”
“We are anticipating in the next
biennium that this intersection between rising costs of government
and revenues are going to intersect
and we want to be able to accommodate those drops in revenues,”
He continued.
Senator Anderson explained the
ﬂat line budget did not make any cuts
in the standard budget, but worked
to try and slow down the growth in
government. “We asked the agencies to come forward with budgets
that were ﬂat line,” Senator Anderson said. “As we go forward we will
start a process of prioritizing more
and looking at declines in spending
See ‘Legislative Review’ page 3

Wyoming legislators and lobbyists gathered with Wyoming Governor Matt
Mead and First Lady Carol Mead (center) at the public signing of the wolf
management legislation passed by the 2012 Wyoming Legislature.Wyoming
Farm Bureau Executive Vice President Ken Hamilton is at far right.
Photo courtesy of Renny MacKay, Governor’s Ofﬁce.

2012 Legislative wrap-up
By Kerin Clark
The budget, redistricting and wolf
management were among the many
topics considered during the 2012
Wyoming Legislature Budget Session.
In addition to these main topics, there
were many other bills of interest to the
agriculture industry and the people of
Wyoming.
Wyoming Governor Matt Mead
signed the $3.2 billion budget bill on
March 8. For more details, read the
guest editorial on page 1.
Redistricting of the legislature used
2010 census data to update legislative
districts. “There was a lot of talk prior
to the legislative session with some

dissatisfaction as to where the lines
were drawn, but it turned out that there
were very few amendments that were
accepted by the legislative body for
the redistricting,” said Ken Hamilton,
Wyoming Farm Bureau executive vice
president.
The Governor signed the wolf management legislation. The Wyoming
Farm Bureau supports Wyoming’s
current efforts to once again turn over
management of wolves to the state of
Wyoming.
Other legislation
A bill was signed that will implement a two-year applied agricultural
See ‘Legislative Wrap-up’ page 4
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By Erin Taylor, Wyoming Taxpayers
Association
The 2012 Budget Legislative Session wrapped with Governor Mead
signing the $3. 2B budget bill on March
8th, lauding the Legislature’s adoption
of a balanced budget while advancing successes such as investments in
cities, towns and counties, enhanced
highway funding, redistricting, a plan
to allow Wyoming to manage wolves,
a move to assert state primacy in the
regulation of greenhouse gases, funding for a long-term water solution for
people outside the town of Pavillion,
and improved workplace safety. While

the Governor did characterize the bill
as being ﬂat in terms of growing government, he did however caution that
the State will have to do more “belt
tightening” in the year ahead.
Legislators lauded this budget as
‘responsible’ by slowing the growth in
government. Agencies were not granted
increases in standard budgets and employees were not granted salary increases (except the supreme court, district
court and circuit court judges) – all the
while, appropriations were still made
to savings accounts and capital projects. This budget appropriates $3.2B
See ‘Fiscal Review’ page 5
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Update our ports or miss the boat
By Bob Stallman, American Farm other parts of the world that are updatBureau Federation President
ing their ports. Since agriculture goods
Someone once said that it’s not play a signiﬁcant role in U.S. trade,
leaving port, but coming in, that deter- modernizing our ports is extremely
mines the success of a voyimportant for farmers and
age. While this has some
ranchers to be able to contruth to it, the port that one
tinue to thrive in the world
departs from is just as immarket.
portant to a successful enIf You Build It, They
deavor.
Will Come
It may surprise many
Even more surprising
that if the planned expanthan the U.S. only havsion of the Panama Canal
ing six large ports is the
was completed tomorrow,
fact that all these ports are
the United States, one of the Bob Stallman
isolated on the East and
world’s largest trading powers, would West Coasts. That’s right, Gulf Coast
only have six ports deep enough to ports, including New Orleans, do not
handle the new larger ships that will currently have the capacity to handle
pass. Yet, we are competing with all larger ships. If upgrades to U.S. ports

EPA regulatory over reach is slapped
down – again!
By now some of you may have land, which sat among other parcels
heard about the U.S. Suof developed land, was
preme Court’s March
determined by EPA to be
21 ruling in Sackett v.
a wetland after the SackEnvironmental Protecetts had already obtained
tion Agency in which
a county permit and had
the Court came down
hauled gravel onto the
with a unanimous deciproperty.
sion against the EPA.
EPA told the Sacketts
For those who haven’t
they were ﬁlling a wetland
followed this case, it rein violation of the Clean
volves around about twoWater Act and that they
Ken Hamilton
thirds of an acre of land
were to restore the proppurchased by Mike Sackett and erty to its natural state or face ﬁnes
his wife Chantell near the shore of up to $37,500 per day. The Sacketts
Priest Lake in Idaho in 2005. The See ‘EPA regulatory over reach’ page 10

Calendar of Events
April
3 .........Wyo. Game & Fish Dept. Draft Wolf Regulations Public Meeting at 7 p.m.—Sheridan
College Whitney Bldg. in Sheridan
4 .........Wyo. Game & Fish Dept. Draft Wolf Regulations Public Meeting at 7 p.m.—Casper WGFD
Ofﬁce in Casper
9 .........Wyo. Game & Fish Dept. Draft Wolf Regulations Public Meeting at 7 p.m.—Pinedale
Library in Pinedale
10........Wyo. Game & Fish Dept. Draft Wolf Regulations Public Meeting at 7 p.m.—Green River
WGFD Ofﬁce in Green River
10........Wyo. Game & Fish Dept. Draft Wolf Regulations Public Meeting at 7 p.m.—Snow King
Resort Teton Room in Jackson
11........Wyo. Game & Fish Dept. Draft Wolf Regulations Public Meeting at 6 p.m.—Lander WGFD
Ofﬁce in Lander
16........“Today’s Agriculture: The Food We Eat” (featured speaker is Dr. Gary Sides) presented by
the Albany County Farm Bureau at 5 p.m.—Albany County Fairgrounds in Laramie
19........“Ag Books for Kids” district contest deadline
27-28 ..WyFB YF&R Committee Meeting—Farm Bureau Center in Laramie

May

7-8 ......Joint Agriculture, Public Lands, and Water Legislative Interim Committee Meeting—Lander
14........WyFB Outstanding Membership Worker nomination deadline
17........WyFB Charitable Contributions application deadline
29-June 1...AFBF Environmental Issues Conference—Gillette, Wyo.

June

1 .........WyFB Membership Committee Meeting at 9:30 a.m.—Casper

1 ........WyFB Board Meeting at 1 p.m.--Casper

are not completed in time, for major
trade leaving the U.S. Gulf, smaller
boats will need to be utilized to transship our goods to ports like those in
the Bahamas and Dominican Republic, where they would ofﬂoad to larger
vessels traveling to Latin America,
Asia and other parts of the world.
Similarly, goods coming from other
countries would potentially have to go
through the same routine in the Caribbean, ofﬂoading to smaller vessels to
enter ports in the U.S. Gulf.
If you are scratching your head,
you aren’t the only one. This process
of loading and ofﬂoading ships costs a
lot of money. Inadequate port size also
leads to higher transportation costs
because vessels may be loaded to less
than capacity and more vessels may be
required to ship the same amount of
commodities.
In the meantime, our competitors
around the world fare much better.
Because their ports are deep enough,
it is easier and less expensive to move
products in and out. Further, Europe,
Africa, Asia, Latin America and the
Caribbean are all undergoing major
new port projects or expansion of existing facilities.
Latin America, for example, is
rapidly continuing with some of the
world’s most sizable port development
projects. The region is catching up
with other regions through larger port
investments, which stand at almost
$12 billion. This means China will
have access to sell its farm products to
Latin America, where Asia never had
access before.
For Right of Way, Gross Tonnage
Rules
The expansion of the Panama Canal
will allow signiﬁcantly larger ships to
move through the waterway. The project, expected to be completed in 2014,

should increase cargo volume by an
average of 3 percent per year, doubling
the 2005 tonnage by 2025.
Currently, the largest ship able to
pass through the canal can hold up to
3,500 TEUs (twenty-foot equivalent
unit, a measure used for capacity in
container transportation). To maximize
the canal’s new dimensions, shipbuilders are making larger vessels that are
able to hold up to 12,000 TEUs and
require 50-51 feet of draft.
These larger ships require deeper
and wider shipping channels, greater
overhead clearance, and larger cranes
and shore infrastructure—all of which
make the U.S. Gulf a non-trading player. Some U.S ports can accommodate
the larger vessels. However, most cannot, including many ports that are very
important to U.S. agricultural exports.
The U.S. exports approximately
one-quarter of the grain it produces.
In 2011, more than 58 percent of our
grain exports departed from the U.S.
Gulf. This may signiﬁcantly change
as larger ships carrying grain from our
competitors are able to access our trading partners. The Panama Canal could
potentially shift world trade as U.S.
exporters will be unable to pass on
higher transportation costs when customers can purchase similar products
from other countries.
As the saying goes, “For Right of
Way, Gross Tonnage Rules.” This law,
known as the rule of common sense on
the water, is also common sense for international trade. In other words, those
with the biggest ships and ports to accommodate them will win every time.
To maintain our competiveness in the
world market, it is essential that the
U.S. update and modernize its ports
to accommodate larger ships. Without
this investment in infrastructure, we
will literally miss the boat.
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Wyoming Game and Fish Department Revises Wolf
Regulations, Seeks Public Comments
Cheyenne-The Wyoming Game
and Fish Department has drafted
new regulations covering wolf
management and wolf hunting.
The draft regulations are available
on the WGFD website at gf.state.
wy.us
Promulgating regulations is the
next step towards getting wolves
in Wyoming removed from the
federal list of threatened and endangered species in Wyoming.
Last August, Wyoming Governor
Matt Mead and Interior Secretary
Ken Salazar reached an agreement
to move forward with delisting.
Under the agreement, Wyoming
will maintain at least 100 wolves
and 10 breeding pairs outside of
Yellowstone National Park and
the Wind River Reservation. The
current Trophy Game Management Area in northwest Wyoming
will extend about 50 miles to the
south from its current location
near the Wyoming/Idaho border.
Wolves in this seasonal expansion
area will be managed as trophy
game from Oct. 15 to the last day
of February. During the rest of the
year, wolves in this seasonal expansion area will be designated as
predators.

In September 2011, after a public comment period, the Wyoming
Game and Fish Commission approved changes to its Gray Wolf
Management Plan that incorporated the elements of the agreement.
Subsequently, in October, the US
Fish and Wildlife Service published a notice in the Federal Register of their intent to delist wolves
in Wyoming. The Wyoming Legislature recently made changes to
the statutes, which allow Wyoming
to move forward with its management plan.
The Wyoming Game and Fish
Commission will consider the
proposed regulations governing
gray wolf management and gray
wolf hunting in Wyoming at its
April 25-26 meeting in Casper.
These regulations incorporate elements of the agreement between
Governor Mead and Interior Secretary Salazar, recently passed
legislation pertaining to gray
wolves within Wyoming, and the
Wyoming Game and Fish Commission’s Gray Wolf Management
Plan. The regulations specify the
Trophy Game Management Area
boundary; the department’s process for collecting genetic mate-
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rial to monitor genetic connectivity within the northern Rocky
Mountains; rules for lethal take of
gray wolves; options for non-lethal gray wolf control; population
management goals; hunt areas;
and seasons and bag limits for a
potential 2012 gray wolf hunting
season.
The draft regulations will be
presented at the following public
meetings:
• Sheridan: April 3, Sheridan
College Whitney Bldg. CTEL
Room, 7:00 pm
• Casper: April 4, Casper WGFD
Office, 7:00 pm
• Pinedale: April 9, Pinedale Library, 7:00 pm
• Green River: April 10, Green
River WGFD Office, 7:00 pm
• Jackson: April 10, Snow King
Resort Teton Room, 7:00 pm
• Lander: April 11, Lander
WGFD Office, 6:00 pm
Public comments regarding
Chapter 21, Gray Wolf Management and Chapter 47, Gray Wolf
Hunting Seasons will be accepted
until 5:00 p.m. on April 23, 2012.
Written comments may be submitted to:
Wyoming Game and Fish De-

partment ATTN: Wolf Regulation
Comments, 3030 Energy Lane,
Casper, WY 82604.
Comments will also be accepted
at the Wyoming Game and Fish
Commission meeting in Casper,
April 25-26.
WGFD Chief Game Warden
Brian Nesvik said, “The proposed gray wolf management
and hunting regulations represent a measured and scientifically sound approach to managing
and hunting gray wolves which
complies with the Commission’s
approved wolf management plan
and Wyoming’s new wolf statute. The provisions of Wyoming
wolf management statutes and
Commission regulations cannot be implemented until gray
wolves are removed from the
federal list of threatened and
endangered species, which we
hope will occur this fall.”
At the end of 2011, there were an
estimated minimum of 224 wolves
in Wyoming outside Yellowstone
National Park and the Wind River
Indian Reservation. Biologists estimate that only about 27 wolves
are currently in areas outside the
designated Trophy Game Area.

the nation for education and we want
to get our achievement levels up so
they are tops in the nation,” He said.
Interim
Education reform will continue to
be addressed in the interim with the
continuation of the Select Committee on Education. “Again, we need
to ﬁgure out how we can bring the
level of achievement up to not only
what we think tops the nation, but
we would hope to be one of the best
systems in the world,” Senator Anderson said.
According to Senator Anderson, a
major request was put in to have the
Joint Revenue and Joint Transportation Committees take a look at highway funding. “In these tightening
budget times, we can’t get behind
on highway construction and maintenance,” He said. “To do nothing
would be more costly.”
In regards to federal natural resources issues, the Legislative Management wants to stay engaged
with the Joint Minerals and Joint
Agriculture Committees. “We want
them to work jointly in regards to
federal natural resource issues,” He
explained. “We want to work with
local governments, counties, and

others to reengage with federal natural resource policies, many of which
seem onerous to Wyoming. Those
include policies of the Environmental Protection Agency, Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management. We want to work together so
we can represent Wyoming fairly in
those policy areas.”
And of course, in the interim, the
legislature will continue to keep an
eye on the budget situation at all times.
Manage like a business
“For three of the last ﬁve years
the Wall Street Journal has selected Wyoming as the best run state
government in the U. S. ,” Senator
Anderson stated proudly. “And that
brings with it an expectation that we
continue to manage government in
Wyoming as a business so to speak.”
The question is often asked:
“Who gets credit for the responsible
management?”
“Credit is given to everyone,”
Senator Anderson concluded. “But
particularly to the constituents because they expect we run government like a business. We try to be
a responsive government and we
respond to the expectations of the
people.”
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more into the standard budget.”
predator status in place and we were
According to Senator Anderson, successful.”
the Department of Health will come
Redistricting
under a lot of scrutiny in the future
Every ten years the Legislature
simply because the costs
has to work on redistrictare so high and it is one
ing based on the United
of the largest budgets for
States Census. According
Wyoming.
to Senator Anderson, re“We have our eye on
districting was one of the
the Affordable Health
most difﬁcult exercises
Care Act, or Obamthe Legislature has probaCare,” He said. “We are
ably faced. “The commitwaiting for the U. S. Sutee did a tremendous job
preme Court decision reof engaging communities
garding the constitutionand county clerks,” He
Senator Anderson
ality of that law.”
said. “Admittedly, not ev“If I had my druthers they would eryone is satisﬁed. Given the comrule the whole law unconstitution- plexity and magnitude of redistrictal,” He continued. “But if that is not ing, along with shifts in population,
to happen, then Wyoming will have I think we did a very good job of
to prepare to respond to some of the getting that across the ﬂoor in a way
federal mandates. We are working in that Wyoming will be well served.”
a bit of a blind box until we know
Education
the true direction of that major piece
“We continue to work on educaof legislation and how it might af- tion to get a reform in place where
fect Wyoming’s health care costs.”
we feel we are getting the results,
Wolves
achievements, and graduation rates
“We worked to get a responsible the people of Wyoming expect and
piece of wolf legislation passed,” deserve,” Senator Anderson said.
said Senator Anderson. “One that “We need to get a good return for the
was acceptable to coalition folks and amount of money we are spending.”
kept our dual listing in place and our
“Wyoming spends at the top in
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Pesticide permit information
By Kerin Clark
Another regulatory hurdle was
added to natural resource management when a 2009 Circuit Court
ruling vacated an Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) rule that
allowed pesticides to be applied to
U.S. waters without a Clean Water
Act permit. In February 2010 the
United States Supreme Court refused to hear the case National Cotton Council v. EPA.
The EPA was given an extension
until Oct. 31, 2011 to develop general permits for pesticide use since the
Court found the application of pesticides is considered a point source
thus requiring regulation under the
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES).The Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) administers the
NPDES program for Wyoming and
has released the general permit in-

formation that is necessary to meet
the court ordered mandate.
According to a fact sheet from
DEQ, the general permits for major
pesticide discharges apply to pesticide applications that exceed the size
thresholds established. The fact sheet
describes that the general permit authorizes “the discharge of both biological and chemical pesticides to ‘waters
of the U.S.’ within Wyoming associated with: Mosquito and Other Flying
Insect Pest Control, Weed and Algae
Control, Nuisance Animal Control,
and Forest Canopy Pest Control. In
addition, the permit contains an “Opt
Into” Permitting (Opt-In) category to
address pesticide use patterns not speciﬁcally addressed above.”
Pesticide applicators who will exceed the thresholds (as listed below)
must submit a “Notice of Intent to
Discharge Pesticides” (NOI) to obtain coverage under the general per-

Legislative wrap-up
research projects funding program.
The legislation allocates $200,000 to
the Wyoming Department of Agriculture for funding research projects.
“This bill brought a lot of discussion
about whether some of the anticipated
projects should more appropriately be

mit for major discharges or to determine if an individual permit would
be necessary. Those applicators who
will not exceed the thresholds below can receive coverage under the
“General Permit for Minor Pesticide
Discharges.” According to the DEQ
fact sheet, to receive this coverage,
applicators should print the permit
from DEQ’s website and follow the
set limits. An NOI is not required for
minor discharges (those below the
established thresholds).
Annual
Treatment
Area
Thresholds
• Mosquitoes and Other Flying
Insect Pests: 640 acres of treatment
area (larvacide); 6,400 acres of treatment area (adulticide)
• In water weeds and algae: 80
acres of treatment area
• At water’s edge: weeds and algae: 20 linear miles of treatment
area at water’s edge

• In water: nuisance animals: 80
acres of treatment area
• At water’s edge: nuisance animals: 20 linear miles of treatment
area at water’s edge
• Forest Canopy: 6,400 acres of
forest canopy
• Opt-in: No minimum thresholds; all are required to submit an
NOI
Pesticide permitting workshop
The Wyoming DEQ is holding
a “Pesticide Permitting” workshop
April 17 from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. in
Casper. Contact Marcia Porter, Wyoming DEQ, at 307.777.6081.
Fact Sheets and Permit Language
Links to the fact sheets for
the “General Permit for Major
Pesticide Discharges” and the “General Permit for Minor Pesticide Discharges” are available at www.wyfb.
org (Online Extras box on right side).

this research that was pertinent to the
agriculture industry.”
“There is language in the bill that
the Wyoming Department of Agriculture has to consult with producers and
non-profit organizations to find out
what topics are worthy of being researched,” Moline continued.
Large project funding for the Wyoming Wildlife and Natural Resource
trust was signed into law and will allocate $6. 7 million in state funding for
conservation easements. “Farm Bureau raised concerns with the amount
of money being spent to purchase conservation easements which are held in
perpetuity,” Hamilton said.
“During the Legislature, there was
spirited debate on this subject,” He continued. “There were a number of people
concerned about the level of public
money going into these purchases as
well as the requirement that the conservation easements are held in perpetuity.”
Game and Fish additional elk licenses legislation will remove the restriction of allowing a maximum of
two elk licenses per year. “This will
give the Game and Fish an additional
tool for combating over-population of
elk,” Moline explained.
Legislation was signed providing
funding for reimbursement for livestock removed from the owners for
disease testing. “The program is not
new, it just had not had any funding
until this year,” Hamilton said. “This
program is meant to supplement United States Department of Agriculture
money as well as money the producer
would receive if the animal was sold
for slaughter.”
General permits legislation passed

the legislature and has been signed
by the Governor. This legislation will
allow the Wyoming Department of
Environmental Quality (DEQ) to utilize the Environmental Protection
Agency’s general permit option for
discharges. “Farm Bureau monitored
this issue because of its impact on the
general permit required for application
of pesticides,” Hamilton said.
Greenhouse gas air quality regulation legislation puts the regulation of
greenhouse gases under Wyoming
DEQ rather than U. S. EPA. In a news
release, Governor Mead said Wyoming will continue with its legal challenge of the EPA’s decisions regarding
a State Implementation Plan.
“This new law is an important
change needed in order for Wyoming
to have a lead role over the federal
government in regulation of its greenhouse gases,” Governor Mead said in a
news release. “Absent this law the federal government would regulate greenhouse gases in Wyoming. We want to
take on that responsibility whenever
possible. Companies that produce
greenhouse gases would have to apply
to both Wyoming and the federal government for permits without Wyoming
as the lead regulator.”
Eminent domain bill failed
Early on in the legislative session,
SF 53, public land access, was defeated when the bill failed to receive
enough votes for introduction. The bill
would have expanded eminent domain
authority. “Farm Bureau opposed the
bill because of concerns that eminent
domain authority would be given to
the Game and Fish,” Hamilton said.
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considered by the University of Wyoming College of Agriculture,” Brett
Moline, Wyoming Farm Bureau director of public and government affairs,
said. “Testimony indicated many felt
this bill wouldn’t be needed if the College of Agriculture was doing some of

Integrated Ranch Management Symposium
Presented by the University of Wyoming Range Club

May 7 – 11, 2012
Laramie, Wyoming

Featuring:
Dr. Tom Noffsinger DVM – Low Stress Livestock Handling
May 7: 9:00am-4:00pm Classroom Instruction
May 8: 8:00am-12:00pm Live Animal Demonstration
Cost: $50
Aaron Berger UNL Extension- Systems Approach to Ranch
Decision Making
May 8: 1:00pm- 5:00pm
Cost: Included
Ross Wahlert/Curt Epler- Livestock Marketing School
May 9: 9:00am-5:00pm Sell/Buy Cattle Marketing
May 10: 9:00am-12:00pm Sell/Buy Cattle Marketing
Cost: $300
Dr. Micheal A. Smith-Range Management
May 10: 1:30pm-3:00pm Range Management Workshop
Cost: Included
Scott Sims: Sims Cattle Company- Grazing Management
May 11: 8:00am-5:00pm Grazing Management Field Day
Cost: $50
Join us for a week of progressive and informative workshops and field days to
gain new ideas and reinforce profitability in ranching today!
Early Registration by April 1, 2012.
Space is Limited!
For registration, accommodations, and more information please contact us at:
uwrange.irms@gmail.com
**The Wyoming Farm Bureau Foundation is a sponsor of this educational symposium.**

See ‘Legislative Wrap-up’ page 6
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Legislative interim topics assigned
By Kerin Clark
Federal natural resource management issues, highway funding,
conservation easement funding, and
water law are among the many issues up for review by the legislative
interim committees. Legislative interim committees will meet during
the coming year to discuss topics
that were approved by the Legislative Management Council at the end
of the 2012 legislative session.
Joint Agriculture, State and
Public Lands and Water Resources
The Joint Agriculture Committee’s ﬁrst priority is Joint Subcommittee work on federal natural
resource management issues. According to the Wyoming Legislative
website report, the Joint Subcommittee will consist of the co-chairmen of the Joint Agriculture and the
Joint Minerals Committee, the Senate Minority Leader and the House
of Representatives Minority Floor
Leader, or their designees. They are
charged with reviewing federal poli-

cies, existing or proposed, which
may impact the management and
use of the state’s natural resources
and recommending any necessary
legislative responses.
The second priority topic relates
to topics within the Wyoming Department of Agriculture. Speciﬁcally, the committee will look at
1) uniform construction at the state
fairgrounds; 2) pesticide licenses;
3) commission style department
of agriculture (including functions
of Wyoming Livestock Board and
Board of Agriculture); 4) predator
funds for out-of-state leaseholders;
and 5) large game damages to agriculture.
State funded conservation easements, mitigation of the bark beetle
and common carrier pipelines are
the topics to be reviewed as priority
number three.
The fourth priority will look at
the Wyoming State Engineer’s Ofﬁce including a review of water use
statutes regarding exportation and
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from the General Fund which adds
up to $8.185B for the biennial budget.
Remember, Wyoming state spending
peaked during the 2007-08 biennium
after a 49% increase from the 2005-06
biennium and a previous increase of
69% in the 2005-06 budget from 200304 levels.
It’s important to remember what
the recent reports from the Consensus
Revenue Estimating Group (CREG)
have told us. In a nut shell, the State
of Wyoming is so reliant on natural
gas – the recent downward trend in
prices has illustrated that notion point
blank. In October, the CREG report
was based on $4.00/mcf natural gas.
While revenues weren’t projected to
include signiﬁcant surpluses as we’ve
seen in year’s past, the revenue picture
remained stable. The January report
however brought us a different picture.
Prices for natural gas were reduced to
$3.25/mcf and revenue projections
were forecasted to be down $51M for
this biennium and more than $155M
for the next biennium – and that’s just
talking about the general fund (which
is equivalent to the state’s checking account). Impacts to other accounts such
as the School Foundation Account
(basic operations for K-12 schools)
could be as much as $74M in the next
biennium and the State’s main savings
account; the Permanent Mineral Trust
Fund (PMTF) could see reduced revenues of up to $38M.
The tricky part of the story is that
prices for natural gas have fallen even
more. At the time of this writing, they
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were hovering around $2.20/mcf. So
what does this mean to the State’s
pocketbook? Well, just as the state’s
coffers beneﬁt from increasing commodity prices, it’s important to be reminded how much they are affected
when prices go down. For example,
when the price of natural gas decreases by $1/mcf, general fund and budget
reserve account revenues decrease
by approximately $245M; for oil,
a $1/bbl decrease results in approximately $4.7M decrease, and for coal,
a $1/ton decrease results in approximately $57.7M reduction to the general fund/budget reserve account.
Because of this concern, legislators
included a number of “safeguards” to
maintain a responsible ﬁscal focus for
the next biennium if revenues dip even
further. The safeguards include:
• Authorizing borrowing authority to the State Treasurer to meet cash
ﬂow needs for the general fund and
Hathaway Scholarship Program
• Reserving $1.026M to the State
Auditor for Medicaid
• Granting ﬂex authority for the executive branch and agencies, including the judicial branch
• Position freezes
• Review of state agency budgets
on a regular basis
• Preparing state agencies to come
in for 4% budget reductions for FY
2014
• Requiring zero-based budgeting
for certain areas of agency budgets
• Emergency use of rainy day funds
See ‘Fiscal Review’ page 11

beneﬁcial use and a look at wild
and scenic designations made by the
federal government.
Brand inspections and a review of
statutes for animal health and feral
livestock ﬁll priority number ﬁve.
The sixth priority will be a review of University of Wyoming agriculture studies including the Wyoming natural diversity database and
endangered species.
Their ﬁrst meeting is tentatively
scheduled for May 7 and 8 in Lander.
Joint Travel, Recreation, Wildlife, and Cultural Resources Committee
In other interim topics of interest,
the Joint Travel, Recreation, Wildlife and Cultural Resources Committee will examine funding and
revenue sources for the Game and
Fish Department. They will also
take a look at how season and bag
limits will be set for mountain lions
and wolves.
Joint Transportation, Highways, and Military Affairs Committee and Joint Revenue Committee

The Transportation Committee
will work jointly with the Joint Revenue Committee to look at highway
funding. The interim studies names
the following as highway funding
options the committee may consider: increasing fuel taxes, tolling, imposing a ton-mile tax, optional sales
tax, and modiﬁcation of the funding
model for the Wyoming Department
of Transportation.
Select Natural Resource Funding Committee
This committee will continue to
review projects funded from the
wildlife and natural resource trust
account. The committee is also
charged with looking at the scope of
the projects to be funded and making a recommendation to the Joint
Agriculture Committee as to whether or not the scope should be narrowed or expanded.
A complete list of interim committee studies can be found on the
Wyoming Legislature’s website.
Visit www.wyfb.org and click on
the “links” button on the right-hand
side of the page.



Fremont County
Spring Spectacular
RIVERTON WY, FAIRGROUNDS
JUNE 1, 2 & 3
2 SHOWS 2 JUDGES
MARKET BEEF, GOATS & LAMBS
BEEF HEIFERS: 3 SHOWS 2 DAYS
MARKET HOGS: 3 SHOWS 3 DAYS


GUARANTEED PREMIUMS
OVER $6,000
ENTRIES DUE: MAY 29
ENTRIES AND INFO:
307-856-6611
Fremontcountyfair.org/springfair
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Wyoming Livestock Board
Issues a Board Order Regarding
Trichomoniasis Special Focus Area
At its March 19, 2012 meeting,
the Wyoming Livestock Board adopted a board order effective immediately, creating a Trichomoniasis
Special Focus Area that includes all
of Uinta County, Lincoln County
excluding the area north and east of
Fontenelle Creek Road, and the area
of Sweetwater County south of Interstate Highway 80 and west of the
Green River, south to the Colorado
state Line.
The order requires that all bulls
nine (9) months of age and older
originating in or brought into the
area defined must be tested for
Trichomoniasis one time prior to
May 31, 2012 and before being
turned in with female cattle. This requirement applies to all bulls whether they are run on common grazing
pastures or run on private property
with or without commingling with
other producer’s cattle.
All bulls required to be tested
must be branded with the current
owner’s registered Wyoming brand
or seasonal brand and all tested
bulls must be identified with a current year Wyoming Livestock Board
Trichomoniasis test identification
tag. Trichomoniasis test results must
be provided to the Wyoming Livestock Board within 30 days of test
results and before bulls are turned in
with any female cattle.
Bulls running at large within the
defined focus area that are not identified with the proper Trichomo-

niasis test identification tag may be
taken up and held with proper care
with notice given to the board and
appropriate investigative action will
be taken.
Bona fide seed-stock producers
within the focus area may apply
with the state veterinarian for a test
exemption for virgin bulls. The state
veterinarian is responsible for verifying virgin status and producer’s
management capabilities to assure
bulls have not had reproductive exposure.
The Wyoming Livestock Board
will open its Chapter 15 Trichomoniasis rules this year to further address infected herds, quarantines,
identification of bulls, and other
issues pertinent to Trichomoniasis
in Wyoming cattle. The board will
accept informal public comment on
the existing rules and on this board
order through the coming months.
Please send your thoughts and opinions on Trichomoniasis and the current rules to WLSB, 1934 Wyott
Drive, Cheyenne, WY 82002.
For a copy of this board order
and/or the Chapter 15 rules, please
call (307) 777-7515, or visit us on
the web at http://wlsb.state.wy.us/
animalhealth.htm#Trichomoniasis.
For further information or questions, please contact Dr. Jim Logan, WY State Veterinarian, at
(307) 421-1682 or Dr. Chris Strang,
WLSB Field Veterinarian at (307)
256-4019.

2012 Photo Contest
Everyone is invited to show off their corner of
Wyoming in the WyFB 2012 Photo Contest. Contest deadline is January 31, 2013. Winners will be
announced in Wyoming Agriculture in the spring of
2013. Winners will receive a $25 cash prize.
Photo categories include:
• Historic Wyoming (2 categories; Agriculture and
Other)
• Wyoming Icons (2 categories; Agriculture and
Agriculture Supporting Wildlife) For the “Agriculture Supporting Wildlife” category, preference will be given to photos that feature wildlife
enjoying/utilizing the habitat provided by Wyoming farmers and ranchers.
• Scenic Wyoming, Rural Life, Wyoming Agriculture (photos of livestock, crops, farmer’s markets,
farm and ranch work, animal husbandry, etc.)
• Water in Agriculture
• Kids in Agriculture
Contest entry rules available at www.wyfb.org
(click on the calendar for Jan. 2013)

How your LinkedIn to Identity Theft
By Matt Culina
Reprinted with permission from
Identity Theft 911 (www.idt911.com)
The risk
Users of social networking sites
likely have heard about the risks of
oversharing personal information,
particularly on Facebook. But according to a new report, LinkedIn
users are the most vulnerable. The
2012 Identity Fraud Report from
Javelin Strategy & Research found
that LinkedIn users are more likely
to be targeted for identity theft than
people who use Google, Twitter,
Tumblr. and Facebook.
LinkedIn vs. Facebook
Users of the professional networking site experienced a 10 percent incidence compared with seven
percent for Google+ users and 5.7
percent for Facebook users, according to the Javelin report.
3 reasons why
Users of LinkedIn are more at
risk because 1) LinkedIn is a professional networking site, not a social networking site, that attracts
users with higher incomes. Many
LinkedIn users have a household
income above $100,000. 2) Proﬁles
are meant to be viewed by people
the users don’t know. Proﬁles feature resumes loaded with personal
information. Fraudsters can leverage this data to create convincing
emails that get users to divulge
bank or credit account numbers and
other personal information. 3) Users may be more lax with their privacy settings.
What to look for
• Signs you’ve been targeted for
fraud:
• Invitations to connect that

appear legitimate
• Fraudulent email notiﬁcations
that you have ‘messages’ in your
LinkedIn inbox
• Fraudulent email notiﬁcations
that your account has been closed
• Inbox messages that appear legitimate
• Many of the above alerts contain links to suspicious domains.
They’re intended to gather more
information from users in order to
steal their identities.
5 tips to protect yourself
• Delete suspicious emails
• Don’t click on links or download
attachments in suspicious emails
• Go directly to your LinkedIn account for invitations and messages
• Protect your computer with upto-date antivirus software
• Monitor your account’s privacy
settings
Protect yourself
If you suspect your identity has
been stolen, call your insurer or
bank which might provide IdentityTheft 911—or contact us directly. One of our fraud specialists
will guide you and provide practical support until your good name
and credit are restored.
Editor’s Note: Identity Theft
911 is a member benefit for Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation
members. Identity Theft 911 offers
a free monthly email newsletter
that includes identity theft information and ways to protect your
identity. To sign up for the newsletter, go to www.wyfb.org, click on
the “Benefits & Membership” tab,
then the “Member Benefits” tab.
Scroll down the page to the Identity Theft 911 link.

Legislative wrap-up
Other bills that failed
A bill that would have strengthened
Wyoming’s trespass laws failed this
year’s session. SF 64, Criminal trespass, would’ve removed the requirement that private land be posted. Farm
Bureau’s policy supports strengthening
trespass laws. “The bill would have put
the burden on individuals to know if
land is private or public,” Moline said.
“Even though this bill failed, it brought
the issue forward, and we hope it will
come up in the next session.”
HB 6, Change of use for irrigation
districts, would have allowed irrigation districts to update records where

From page 4

the districts’ water is being applied.
This bill failed.
HJ 10 was a resolution to Congress
commending the Federal Communication Commission for attempting
to solve rural telephone call completion problems. “While this resolution failed, I think it pointed out to
the legislators the problems that are
going on in the rural areas with telecommunications and we hope will
raise the discussion on this issue in
the future.”
Visit www. wyfb. org, click on links
for the Wyoming Legislature page
for more detailed bill information.
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“OutSTANDING IN THEIR FIELD”
News from the County Farm Bureaus

Platte County Farm Bureau news Sweetwater County Farm Bureau
Submitted by Tina Willis
Gives $1,000 to local food bank

The Platte County Farm Bureau Federation recently worked
with several students from local
schools. The PCFB sponsored
six local FFA students to travel
to Cheyenne, Wyoming during
the February Wyoming Farm
Bureau Legislative Meeting.
Two FFA students each from
Glendo, Wheatland and Chugwater spent two days at the Capitol. While there, these Platte

In March, the PCFB visited
Libby Elementary School to share
two copies of “Seed, Soil, and
Sun.” Each year two new agriculture books are placed in each Platte
County elementary school library
in Glendo, Guernsey, Wheatland and Chugwater as well as

County FFA students, their Advisors and other FFA students
from Park County and Fremont
County were given private audiences with the Secretary of
State, State Auditor, Superintendent of Schools, and Governor
Matt Mead. They were also recognized from the Wyoming Senate floor and given a standing
ovation for their commitment to
Wyoming agriculture.

the Platte County Public Library.
Platte County Farm Bureau offers
a program which includes reading the book and participation in a
fun related project. Shown in this
picture are Platte County Farm
Bureau volunteers Tina Willis and
Sandy Dovey.

“Outstanding Membership
Worker” nominations due May 14
Nominations for the Wyoming
Farm Bureau Federation “Outstanding Membership Workers”
are due May 14. Each year at the
WyFB Membership Committee meeting three individuals are
recognized for their dedication to
and work in retaining and acquiring Farm Bureau memberships.
The 2012 Membership Committee
meeting will be June 1 at 9:30 a.m.
in Casper.
The three awards are presented
to: 1) a volunteer, 2) an insurance

agent and 3) county ofﬁce staff.
County Farm Bureaus are encouraged to nominate those individuals
who are deserving of this recognition. Nomination forms have been
mailed to the counties and are also
available at www.wyfb.org under
the calendar of events.
Nomination forms are due May 14
and should be mailed to: Ellen Westbrook, WyFB, PO Box 1348, Laramie, WY 82073; fax: 307.721.7790;
e-mail: ewestbrook@wyfb.org or
call 800.442.8325.

Submitted by Gail Johnson
lies healthful foods on a tight budWhen it comes to helping get.
neighbors in need, you can always
Now in its 14th year, Food
ﬁnd ranchers and
farmers doing what
is needed to get
the job done. The
same is true when
it comes to helping those who face
hunger around the
state of Wyoming.
In celebration of
Food Check-Out
Week in February, the Sweetwater County Farm
Bureau donated Sweetwater County Farm Bureau President Scott
$1,000 to the Johnson (right) presents Kathy Siler, Executive Director
Sweetwater Coun- of the Sweetwater County Food Bank, with a donation
ty Food Bank. In of $1,000.
terms of meals,
the $1,000 donaCheck-Out Week also highlights
tion is equivalent to 4,000 meals America’s safe, abundant and affor those in need.
fordable food supply, made posFarm Bureau’s Food Check-Out sible largely by America’s proWeek (Feb. 19-25, 2012), focused ductive farmers and ranchers.
on farmer and rancher members According to the most recent
spreading the word about how (2010) information from the USconsumers can stretch their gro- DA’s Economic Research Service,
cery dollars with healthy, nutri- American families and individutious food. The celebration also als spend, on average, less than 10
recognizes the need everyone has percent of their disposable personto ﬁnd solutions to feeding fami- al income for food.

Wyoming Farm Bureau accepting
requests for charitable contributions
The Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation is accepting requests for
charitable contributions for 2012.
Each year the organization is able to
make charitable contributions thanks
to a program offered by FBL Financial Group, Inc.
“We are proud to contribute ﬁnancial assistance to organizations
whose work beneﬁts the agriculture
industry in the state of Wyoming,”
Perry Livingston, WyFB President,
said. “We encourage qualifying organizations to submit their proposals
to us so they may be considered for
this year’s charitable contributions
budget.”
Requests will be considered for
organizations who meet the following criteria
• The organization must be classiﬁed as 501 (c) (3) by the IRS.
• The organization must serve
Farm Bureau members or residents of communities where

Farm Bureau is an employer or:
• Industry educational organizations that provide direct or indirect beneﬁt to Farm Bureau.
• Health organizations that
promote practices or educational programs beneﬁcial to
Farm Bureau.
Visit www.wyfb.org, click on the
calendar link for detailed proposal
requirements. Requests are due in the
Wyoming Farm Bureau ofﬁce no later
than May 17, 2012. Mail to: Wyoming
Farm Bureau Federation, ATTN: Ellen Westbrook, PO Box 1348, Laramie, WY 82073. For questions, call
800.442.8325, 307.721.7719 or
ewestbrook@wyfb.org.
The Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation is the state’s largest general
agriculture organization. Members
work together from the grassroots
to develop agricultural policy, programs and services to enhance the
rural lifestyle of Wyoming.
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Wyoming Classiﬁeds
NOTICE
CLASSIFIED POLICY:

1) Wyoming Farm Bureau members
are entitled to free classiﬁed advertising in this publication for the purpose of
selling items they grow or make themselves, selling used machinery or household items, for posting wanted advertising. Real estate sales not included. Each
member family is entitled to two (2) free
ads per month, for 3 months, of up to 40
words each. Member ads will be accepted by mail at PO Box 685, Torrington,
WY 82240, fax to 307.532.2479 or
e-mail to kclark@wyfb.org. Please include member’s name and county.
2) Non-Wyoming Farm Bureau
members and WyFB members acting as
agents or dealers of products produced
outside the member’s family may purchase commercial classiﬁed advertising at $0.50 per word, at a minimum of
$5.00 per ad. Discounts: 5% for 4 to 9
insertions, 10% for 10 or more insertions. Commercial ads must be submitted in writing, and an agreement regarding payment must be made between
Farm Bureau and the advertiser.
DEADLINE:
Ads should be received by the 3rd
Thursday of the month in order to appear
in the next month’s issue. Advertisers are
asked to check your ad and report any
errors. Contact: Email kclark@wyfb.org
or call 307.532.2002. Paid ads must be
mailed, typed or neatly printed, together
with any payment due, to Wyoming Agriculture, Farm Bureau, P.O. Box 685,

Torrington, WY 82240. Free ads must be
resubmitted by mail or e-mail after running three months. Ads for which there is
payment due will run according to agreement between Wyoming Farm Bureau
and the advertiser. Advance payment is
preferred for ﬁrst-time advertisers.
NOTE:
The appearance of any ad in Wyoming Agriculture does not constitute an
endorsement or approval of the product
or service offered. The advertiser is liable for content of the advertisement
and any claims arising therefrom against
this publication. The Wyoming Farm
Bureau Federation reserves the right to
refuse any advertising not considered in
keeping with its publication’s standards.
LIVESTOCK
REGISTERED BELGIANS. Full
Sister & Brother, 2 year old Filly & 1
year old Colt. Call 307.629.0871. ANGUS BULLS. Exc. Disposition, easy
calving, sound, fertile, growth and feed
efficient. Visit us at www.dickensangus.
com or call 307.575.3530. S. of Huntley,
WY.
BLACK 2 YEAR OLD LIMOUSIN BULLS. Not papered but out of
registered herd. We’ve been raising
Limousin for 40+ years. Wilkes Limousin Ranch 307.486.5006.
BORDER COLLIE PUPS. Born
Nov. 31, 2011. Wormed and Vaccinated.
5 males--1 female. Sire has cow power.
Ranchester, WY. PH: 307.752.8806.
REGISTERED ANDALUSIAN

ROUNDUP
WYOMING LIVESTOCK

®

Wyoming's only weekly publication devoted to agriculture

Get online access to Wyoming’s only weekly
agricultural newspaper, the Wyoming Livestock
Roundup. Go to www.wylr.net to see all of our
new features including:
★ Searchable Classiﬁeds Section
★ Online Polls ★ Agricultural Links
★ Online Access to the Entire Roundup
★ Livestock Sales & Events Calendar
★ Digital Article Archives
★ Weekly Market Results
The Wyoming Livestock Roundup reaches over 80 percent of the
state's agricultural producers. We have subscribers
from Jackson to Pine Bluffs and from Hulett to
Evanston. Every major livestock auction
and implement dealer in the state advertise regularly in the Roundup. To
receive your copy or to inquire about
advertising call 800-967-1647
P.O. Box 850 • 680 North Glenn Rd
Casper, Wyoming 82602
(307) 234-2700
Toll Free: (800) 967-1647
www.wylr.net • roundup@wylr.net

MARES FOR SALE. 12 year old
mare, named Vista, microchip implant;
light grey; grandfather is Teodoro; 6 year
old mare, daughter of Vista; microchip
implant, grey, Teodoro linebred; ready
for training. 2 year old filly, daughter
of Vista; microchip implant; bay; sire is
Dejado Habano. $10,000 each, discount
for multiple purchases. Lander, Wyoming; 307.335.7218; email: bbmala@
onewest.net.
ANGUS BULLS. Exc. Disposition,
easy calving, sound, fertile, growth and
feed efficient. Visit us at www.dickensangus.com or call 307.575.3530. S. of
Huntley, WY.
EQUIPMENT
FOR SALE: 1994 CHEVROLET
ELECTRICIAN’S PICKUPTRUCK
with lockable side bins and 1000 lb capacity electric crane. Rebuilt engine has
approx 55,000 miles. Great for ranching,
welding, electrical, carpentry or handyman. Needs battery, tires and spare tire
soon. $2,900 OBO. Located in Pavillion, WY. Email me at stanmcs947@
gmail.com or call 307.212.9916.
2005 BRIGGS AND STRATTON
PORTABLE GENERATOR. It’s an
EXL8000 watts with 13500 starting
watts. It has 116 hours on it. Call 307.
689.3793 or 307.689.3534.
THREE STUR-D MEGA CREEP
FEEDERS. 250 bushels each. $2,500
a piece or $6,200 for all three. Call
307.283.2659.
FOR SALE: CATTLE GUARD.
10 FT. X 8 FT. $3,800. For Sale: FLATBED TRAILER. 23 FT. long x 6 FT.
wide. $1,700. Call 307.287.6159.
MISC SHOP TOOLS FOR
SALE: Kwik way boring bar with attachments - $1500; Lincoln Welder
AC-225 - $225; 50,000 BTU kerosene

heater - $120. Assorted other shop
tools as well, Would consider reasonable offers. Call evenings or weekends
307.568.2400.
MISCELLANEOUS
HARDIE BOARD SIDING new,
23 (12’x12”) and 138 (12’x 8”), approx
1400 bdft,. approx value $1500. For sale
$750.00 OBO. 307.733.3334.
FOR SALE: WY BRAND D-C,
with irons RS cow; RH horse. Good to
2015. $2000. Set of TRACTOR TIRE
CHAINS 18.4 x 38 $200. 307.358.9226.
FOR SALE: WYOMING
BRAND. Quarter Circle A
Bar LBH, paid through 1-12015. $600 with branding iron.
307.527.6578.
BOOK: Will Rogers: Performer.
America’s beloved humorist. Tons of
Will’s quotes and great vintage photos.
$20.00 R. Maturi, 1320 Curt Gowdy
Drive Cheyenne, WY 82009.
BOOK: 2010 Triple Crown Winner on America’s top jockey and Gallant Fox. $20.00 R. Maturi 1320 Curt
Gowdy Drive Cheyenne , WY 82009.
FOR
SALE:
PROFORM
TREADMILL. 48 Inches long x 28
inches wide. Very good condition. $200.
For Sale: GUN CABINET. Holds 12
guns. Locking glass doors and lockup
space for hand guns and ammunition. Very good condition. $150. Call
307.287. 6159.
WYOMING SENIOR CITIZENS INCORPORATED, a private, nonprofit organization.—Answers on: Medicare Parts A, B and
C; Medicare drug plans; Paying for
drugs; Medicare supplements; other health plans, e.g. Tri-Care, RR;
one-on-one counseling. All services
FREE. 1.800.856.4398.

New Members
ALBANY COUNTY
Dodie Heggie, Laramie

Holland, Cheyenne; Todd Baker, Pine
Bluffs

CAMPBELL COUNTY

LINCOLN COUNTY

Dustin Kalpin, Gillette; Rachel Baker,
Gillette; Eric Boyles, Gillette; Tyler
Watts, Moorcroft; Chris Mcfadden,
Gillette; Brian Roesner, Gillette; Mathew
Schmitz, Gillette

Michael Mcdonald, Afton; Nicholas
Housley, Kemmerer; Thomas Clayter,
Kemmerer; Doug Nelson, Kemmerer;
John Campbell, Fairview; Jay Johnson,
Kemmerer

CONVERSE COUNTY

NIOBRARA COUNTY

Daniel
Arnold,
Douglas;
David
Dandridge, Douglas; Philip Filing,
Glenrock; Michael Johnson, Glenrock

Brett Roetman, Lusk; Tom Lamp, Lance
Creek

FREMONT COUNTY

Rebecca Reavis, Cody; Tighe Hogg,
Cody; Robert Whitaker, Powell;
Bonnie
Newton,
Cody;
Betsie
Gettings, Ralston; Jimmy Baker,
Cody; Pamela Eggler, Cody; Shaun
Pohlman, Powell; Sarah Wambeke,
Powell; Larry Brown, Cody; Sandra
Bigelow, Powell; Frederick Ebert,
Powell; Craig Miller, Powell; Yancy
Welch, Powell

Deidre Rainer, Lander

GOSHEN COUNTY
Kenneth Tremain, Lagrange; Beatriz
Anaya, Torrington; Ron Buchhammer,
Torrington; Tami Brown, Lingle

HOT SPRINGS COUNTY
Martin Bader, Thermopolis; Harmonson
E. Robinson, Worland; Tyler Mead,
Riverton

PARK COUNTY

JOHNSON COUNTY

PLATTE COUNTY

Orville Loomer, Buffalo; Nathan Long,
Buffalo; Scott Knapp, Buffalo; Morgan
Irish, Buffalo; Ted Hamersma, Buffalo;
Byron Geis, Buffalo; Terry Eich, Buffalo

Deborah Osberg, Wheatland; Jack
Schneider, Wheatland

LARAMIE COUNTY
Brian Goodrich, Cheyenne; Kenneth
Svigel, Cheyenne; Lori Latchford,
Cheyenne; Daniel Ebben, Carpenter;
Manel Vieyra, Cheyenne; Annette

SHERIDAN COUNTY
Brittany
Camp,
Sheridan;
Jim
Balkenbush,
Sheridan;
Darold
Destefano, Sheridan; Jeffrey Campbell,
Wyarno; Larry Wilson, Dayton; Michael
Mathews, Sheridan; Justin Namken,

See ‘New Members’ page 10
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Better management through
basic ﬁnancial statements:
A New Online Course From RightRisk.org
James Sedman and John Hewlett
For more information
Visit RightRisk.org to access the Financial
Statements Course or one of the 15 different interactive courses on a variety of risk management
topics from taxes to strategic risk management.
For more information on ﬁnancial statements and
other risk management topics on the Web, visit
the Western Risk Management library online at
riskmgt.uwagec.org.

Producing quality, up-to-date ﬁnancial statements is a key to success in any agricultural business. These statements allow analyses of alternatives and sound management decisions.
Producing accurate, well-organized ﬁnancial
statements beneﬁt operations of all sizes and
scales. The academic professionals at RightRisk
have developed an online course entitled Getting
on Track: Better Management through Basic Financial Statements. The interactive course relies
on an example couple looking at several alternative enterprises for their operation and how they
learn to use ﬁnancial statements to make decisions. This couple is an example of how operators
with little to no knowledge of ﬁnancial statements
and their applications can use the course; this article explores an established operation looking to
add a new enterprise and how the course materials can help.
Example Producers
Platte County producers John and Marcia
Smith own and operate a commercial cow herd of
100 head and an irrigated farm of 250 acres. They
primarily use the farmland to produce alfalfa and
corn silage for their cattle and for sale to others.
The Smiths are considering switching 50 acres of
their irrigated production to teff hay (an annual
forage grass) for sale to horse owners. They hear

good things about the grass from neighbors and
are curious if diversifying into this crop would
be feasible. As they start the ﬁnancial statements
course, they learn there are four main areas they
need to examine.
Cash Flow Statements/Projections
The cash ﬂow statement shows cash inﬂows
and outﬂows, usually on a monthly or yearly
basis. Times of surplus or deﬁcit are outlined,
and the need for borrowing external capital. The
Smiths prepare a basic cash ﬂow projection every
year for their bank but believe they need more
depth to examine this potential enterprise. They
start by listing all new cash outﬂows that will be
required by the teff acreage. Teff seed is more expensive than other annual forages at $8 per pound
($80 per acre) but requires less fertilizer ($25 per
acre). It also requires extensive seedbed preparation that requires renting a specialized drill for
planting ($10 per acre to rent).
The Smiths estimate that, if they put up two
cuttings of high-quality horse hay as their seed
salesman said is possible, a 4-ton per acre yield
valued at $150 per ton and fall grazing worth
$1,500 is possible. These inﬂows and outﬂows
are summarized on a monthly basis to help determine their cash borrowing needs. A shortened
example of their cash ﬂow is below.
Example Projected Cash Flow for Teff Enterprise

Balance Sheet, Statement of Owner Equity
The Smiths look at the summary of assets and
liabilities on their balance as they move into the
next part of the course. They develop a balance
sheet every year for their bank, including personal and business assets and liabilities; these
are presented separately for clarity. The question
with the potential teff enterprise becomes whether or not the Smiths will need to purchase any
new or specialized equipment. While their current round baler would work, they believe they
eventually would need a $50,000 medium-square
baler to take advantage of the market. They can
rent a drill to plant but, at some point, would like
to spend $5,000 to modify their existing drill.
The bank will loan the money to buy the baler
on a 3- or 5-year note at 3.9 percent and 5 percent interest, respectively, for annual payments of
$17,983 and $11,549. The Smiths can deduct the
depreciation expense for the baler cost on their
tax return. On their statement of owner equity, the
large loan will lower their equity in the short term
as the value of the baler will probably decrease
quicker than the loan.
Income Statement
The Smiths now move to the income statement
section of the course. Income statements list all

sources of farm revenue and expenses calculating
net farm income. The Smiths use cash-basis accounting, meaning their actual cash transactions
are recorded for their IRS tax return. In terms of
their new enterprise, the Smiths see from their
past year’s income statement there is little extra
cash available for a potential $17,983 or $11,549
baler payment, unless production increases and/
or the price received for their alfalfa and teff hay
increases above last year’s price. While the teff
hay shows a potential operating proﬁt of $135
per acre ($6,750 divided by 50 acres), that proﬁt
is not enough to cover the cost of the upgraded
baler.
Decision Strategy
Through participation in the ﬁnancial statements course and their own analyses, the Smiths
decide that, to plant the teff hay,
they will need to change strategies. Buying the larger baler is
not ﬁnancially feasible. If they
really want to put the hay up in
that package, they need to look at
having a custom operator bale the
hay. This will add to the operating
cost of the hay, but their owner
equity and net income will not be negatively affected.
The added operating cost of the baler with the
added loan to purchase it adds too much ﬁnancial
risk to their operation at this point – something
they are trying to avoid. They may look to purchase the baler at some future point if demand for
the teff hay increases and the market improves.
James Sedman is a consultant to the Department of Agricultural and Applied Economics in
the University of Wyoming College of Agriculture and Natural Resources, and John Hewlett is
a farm and ranch management specialist in the
department. Hewlett may be reached at (307)
766•2166 or hewlett@uwyo.edu.

“Where belonging
makes a difference!”

Page 10

April 2012

EPA regulatory over reach
wanted to appeal the EPA’s wetlands
determination, but the Agency told
them they had no right to a “timely
and meaningful” hearing in court
to challenge the Agency’s decision.
And that is what the argument was
all about.
An online article on cnn.com
points out comments from Justice

From page 2

Alito during the hearing pointed to
the concern that a homeowner could
face a ﬁne of such magnitude and
still be denied any possibility of a
judicial review. Justice Alito said
in a concurring opinion that the bureaucracy the Sacketts endured was
“unthinkable.” He also said that
“The combination of the uncertain

reach of the Clean Water Act and the
draconian penalties imposed for the
sort of violations alleged in this case
still leaves most property owners
with little practical alternative but to
dance to the EPA’s tune.”
This comment should not only
send a message to EPA, but should
also encourage Congress to step in.

Instead of trying to remove the term
“navigable” from the Clean Water
Act, as is being contemplated, Congress should instead rein in potential
future interpretation of federal authority abuses by the Agency or the
Army Corp of Engineers. Congress
should do this by amending the law
to limit the reach of these mega
agencies so the federal authority is clear; not open for interpretation by the agencies.
We know from past lawsuits
against EPA that they will not
limit their own authority and
even when the Courts limit their
authority they dance around the
meaning of the words in the decision in an effort to circumvent
the decisions. A unanimous decision from the Supreme Court
should give the legislative
branch the courage to do what
it needs to do.

New Members
From page 8

SHERIDAN COUNTY cont.
Arvada;
Kevin
Stellingwere,
Sheridan;
William
Huppert,
Sheridan

SUBLETTE COUNTY
Casey Dean, Lander;
Johnson, Casper

Joyce

UINTA COUNTY
Todd Hurd, Evanston; Travis
Shelton, Mt View; Brock Stanley,
Evanston; Charles Robbins, Mt
View; Steve Payment, Evanston;
Trevor Goick, Evanston; Garret
Lym, Evanston; Julianne Bluemal,
Lyman;
Broque
Fraughton,
Evanston;
Shayne
Lewis,
Ft Bridger; Robert Leland,
Bear River; Clay Zimmerman,
Evanston; Bill Jackson, Evanston;
Rollin Moon, Evanston

WASHAKIE COUNTY
Kristina Naasz, Worland

“DUE”
it for AG

The lifeblood of America.
They’re the humble heroes who rise before dawn and battle
the elements. They put clothes on our backs and food on
our tables. Their genuine values and tireless work ethic are
an inspiration to us all. We appreciate all that America’s
farmers do and invite you to join us in saying thanks at
www.fbfs.com/SayThanksToAFarmer.
FB02-WY (3-12)

April 2012

Page 11

Lander Valley Farmers Market Expands
Article contributed by Dave Raynolds, Fremont County Farm
Bureau member
Lander Valley Farmers’ Market
(LVFM) will double offerings in
2012 beginning mid-July, by adding a Saturday morning mid-town
site. The Tuesday afternoon session will continue at the Museum
of the American West, adjacent
to the Lander Welcome Center on
U.S. Highway 287 on the north
side of town.
Last year 13 markets served
an estimated 1,500 customers,

with gross receipts estimated
at $34,000. Market income and
costs were just over $1,000.
These figures will probably double in 2012.
The Lander market ran for some
years at various in-town locations.
It moved to Sprout’s Green House
on State Highway 789 for two
years, and then to the museum site
three years ago. The new site is located alongside the new Welcome
Center owned by the city under a
program managed by the Wyoming Highway Department with

federal funds.
A portion of the center’s parking
lot is occupied for two hours, with
vendors selling from their vehicles
and tables they provide. Fees were
$6.50 per session attended on a
season basis, or $8 for ad hoc entries. In 2011, the largest number
of vendors was 17 in mid-September, and a total of 36 participated
once or more. All vendors are from
Fremont County.
Products offered in 2011 included fresh fruits and vegetables, eggs,
frozen beef and buffalo meat, hon-

ey, jellies and jams, baked goods,
hot foods and popcorn. Additional
vendors offered garden supplies,
flowers, yarn, pottery, jewelry and
beadwork. Several groups offered
information booths. LVFM’s email
address is lvfm@gmail.com and
the new chair is Lennie Poitras.
Janet Smithson served as market
manager the last three years.
The Lander market is one of
45 listed in Wyoming last year. A
website, www.wyomingfarmersmarkets.org, provides state-wide
information.

How Congress is Voting—MegaVote tracks votes
Below is just a sampling of issues recently voted on by Wyoming’s two United States Senators and our United States Representative. The issues below are taken from the March 5 and March 13, 2012 newsletter compilations.
MegaVote is an email newsletter compiled by www.congress.org. This service provides a way to monitor congressional votes and upcoming votes.
Links to the websites of Wyoming’s Congressional Delegation can be found at www.wyfb.org.

Sacramento-San Joaquin Valley Water Reliability Act

Keystone XL Pipeline

- Vote Passed (246-175, 1 Present, 11 Not Voting)
- Vote Rejected (56-42, 2 Not Voting)
This House bill is intended to increase access to water for agriculDuring the debate over the transportation bill, the Senate rejected
this amendment that would have allowed construction of the Keystone tural and municipal uses in the San Joaquin Valley in California. The
XL pipeline to proceed without presidential approval. Sixty votes were Senate is unlikely to take up the measure.
Rep. Cynthia Lummis voted YES
needed to adopt the amendment.
Sen. Michael Enzi voted YES
Protecting Investment in Oil Shale the Next Generation
Sen. John Barrasso voted YES

of Environmental, Energy, and Resource Security Act

- Vote Passed (237-187, 10 Not Voting)
The House passed the first part of the surface transportation authorization bill, which has been divided into three parts. This part deals with en- Vote Passed (265-154, 13 Not Voting)
The House passed this bill that would encourage the development of ergy and would use oil and gas revenue to fund transportation projects.
Rep. Cynthia Lummis voted YES
small-scale hydropower facilities on federal lands. The bill’s future in
the Senate is unclear.
Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act
Rep. Cynthia Lummis voted YES
- Vote Passed (293-132, 8 Not Voting)
The House passed this agreement to extend the Social Security payMotion to Table Blunt Amendment
roll tax rate cut, which was reduced from 6.2 percent to 4.2 percent last
- Vote Agreed to (51-48, 1 Not Voting)
The Senate rejected an amendment to the surface transportation bill year, through the end of 2012. The bill also extends certain unemploythat would have allowed employers to exclude certain health services ment benefits and Medicare physician payment rates through the end
of the year. The Senate passed the bill a short time later, clearing it for
from its insurance plans based on religious grounds.
the president’s signature.
Sen. Michael Enzi voted NO
Rep. Cynthia Lummis voted NO
Sen. John Barrasso voted NO

Bureau of Reclamation Small Conduit Hydropower
Development and Rural Jobs Act of 2011

Fiscal Review
From a tax and ﬁscal point of view,
this session didn’t yield as many bills
as in year’s past. One bill that passed
would allow local governments to use
the optional sales and use tax (currently what is commonly referred to as
the 6th penny) to be used for routine
maintenance of public roadways. As
the statutes read now, speciﬁc purpose
tax monies may not include ordinary
operations of local government. The
5th penny is to be used for ongoing operations and the 6th penny is to only be
used for speciﬁc purposes (as outlined
on the ballot and approved by the electorate). The maximum combination of
optional taxes is 3 cents. Local entities may approve 2 cents of 5th penny
and 2 cents of 6th penny, but no more
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than 3 cents total. There is also a 7th
penny that may be used for economic
development. Some legislators were
concerned that the bill was too lenient
with use of the 6th penny and therefore,
the language was tightened up to read,
“speciﬁc purposes may include one (1)
time major maintenance, renovation or
reconstruction of a speciﬁcally deﬁned
section of a public roadway.”
Of course, the issue of how much
money should go toward highways
was atop the list of major issues
throughout the session. Should the
Wyoming Department of Transportation receive more money in their
standard budget for highways? Should
the legislature appropriate any surplus
revenues to highways? How can we

develop a stable funding mechanism
for highways for the long term? For
this two-year budget, highways will
receive $100M, however the conversation will continue into the summer
to ﬁnd some solutions.
It is estimated that we need $250M
on an annual basis to maintain and
build Wyoming’s highways to the
standard we all need for our jobs and
quality of life, not to mention safety.
Current funding from the legislature
is far below that standard. At the end
of the legislative session, lawmakers
and also Governor Mead expressed
their commitment to keeping all revenue options on the table. This will
include increasing the fuel tax, considering toll roads and a per ton/mile

tax, and what about the possibility of
directing a state-wide lottery to fund
our highways? Increasing the fuel
tax, for example, which admittedly
would only be a part of the solution,
will bring in a stable source of revenue and would be based on those
who use the roads. In FY 2012 fuel
taxes brought in $71M, based on the
$0.13/gallon tax. Wyoming’s fuel tax
has not been increased since 1993
and is one of the lowest in the nation.
____________________________
Erin Taylor is executive director of the
Wyoming Taxpayers Association. The Wyoming Taxpayers Association is a membership organization representing taxpayers who are interested in tax and ﬁscal
issues. On the web, www. wyotax. org.
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2011 PHOTO CONTEST WINNERS
Each category winning photo receives
$25. The winning photos will be on display at the Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation ofﬁce during 2012 and used in dis-

plays at various fairs and expos during the
year. Photographer credit will be given.
Thank you to those who participated
– you are helping us build an impressive

photo record of the Wyoming agriculture
industry and the people who keep it alive.
Photo contest details for 2012 are on
page 6.

Wyoming Icons (Agriculture supporting
wildlife): “Buffys in
Thermop” – Buffalo
lounging on the rangeland in Hot Springs
County photographed
by Alair Dianna Austin
of Laramie, WY.

Rural Life: “Pondering” – Alta
Barker sent in this photo of a
young man planning his day at the
ranch near Evanston, WY.

Wyoming Agriculture: “Waiting”
– Alair Dianna Austin caught this
cattle dog contemplating his next
job on a ranch in Albany County.

Wyoming Icons
(Wildlife): “Bald
Eagle at Woods
Landing” – The
symbol of our country surveying his
territory in southeastern Wyoming
was photographed
by Sandra Sontag
of Jelm, WY.
Wyoming Water: “Oasis” – Jessica
Grant of Glenrock, WY sent in this photo
of a stockwater tank surrounded by the
signs of spring.
Kids in Agriculture: “Next Generation” – Branding is a family
affair caught on ﬁlm by Alta Barker
of Evanston, WY.

Scenic Wyoming: “Looking Toward Jelm” – Alair Dianna
Austin of Laramie captured the beauty of the Laramie Plains
near Jelm, WY.

Historic Wyoming: “Old Mountain Meadow Ranch and Old Boswell
Ranch” – Two buildings photographed by Alair Dianna Austin of Laramie,
WY give us a glimpse of life in Wyoming 100 years ago.

