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WyFB 97th Annual Meeting Nov. 10-12, 2016 in Laramie
By Kerin Clark
Farm Bureau’s grassroots policy
development is the strength of the
Federation. Wyoming farmers and
ranchers will grow the policy to the
next grassroots level, the state level, at
the Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation
(WyFB) Annual Meeting Nov. 10-12
in Laramie.
“Farm Bureau’s grassroots policy
development is going strong as county
Farm Bureau members meet locally

and district-wide this fall discussing
and voting on resolutions to be considered at the next stage in the grassroots
process,” said WyFB President Perry
Livingston. “This November, for the
97th year, Farm Bureau members from
all of Wyoming will gather to consider
resolutions that have passed the county
and district levels.”
“The work done at our state annual
meeting is very important as it guides
the Federation for the coming year,”

Livingston continued.
Voting delegates from the county
Farm Bureaus participate in policy
discussion, elect officers and ultimately chart the course for the coming year. Folks also enjoy networking
with farmers and ranchers, seeing old
friends and making new friends. Informative speakers talk on current issues
impacting agriculture in Wyoming and
nationwide. Contact your county Farm
Bureau president today to learn more

about attending the state annual meeting!
Here is a snapshot of the meeting
schedule.
Foundation Symposium—
Thursday
The Wyoming Farm Bureau Foundation Symposium Thursday morning
will feature Kip Panter with the United
States Department of Agriculture Agriculture Research Service. Panter and
See ‘Annual Meeting’ page 8

“Wyoming Needs Agriculture” event at UW Football Game raises awareness
--Putting a face on farmers and ranchers and raising donations for 4,198 meals
ued with the tradition of a food and
fund drive and added an interactive
activity. New to this year’s event
was an “Ag Olympics” course
o
organized
by the Albany County Farm Bureau (ACFB) Young
Farmer & Rancher
(YF&R) Committee.
The ACFB YF&R
Committee is led by
county chairs Kyle
and Stacy Berger. Acco
cording
to the Bergers,
the committee was looking
for a way to advocate for agriculture and have a little fun as well
so partnering at this event with the

A couple of University of Wyoming Cowgirl Basketball players tried
out the “Ag Olympics” course and wore the “I met a Rancher today” stickers throughout the day! They are shown here with Albany
County Rancher Kyle Berger (left), ranch kids Aurora Starks and
Bayla Berger and Goshen County Farmer Cole Coxbill (right). Kerin
Clark photo.
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WYOMING AGRICULTURE

By Kerin Clark
Ropes, tires, panels, food, t-shirts,
and hard-working people. What do
all of these have in common? The
common factor here is
farming and ranching.
And when you bring
them all together at a
University of Wyoming Cowboy football game, you have
a fantastic “Wyoming Needs Agriculture” event.
Held Sept. 17, 2016 in
Laramie, the Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation (WyFB) “Wyoming
Needs Agriculture” event contin-
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Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation
seemed to be a good fit.
“The Ag Olympics course was
a way to have fun and at the same
time teach people some of the things
we do as farmers and ranchers,” said
Stacy Berger. “Roping a calf, loading a tire, having to jump over panels…those are the kinds of things we
do on a daily basis. It was a great
way to advocate for agriculture
while having fun.”
Throughout the day, commit-

tee members would ask agriculture
trivia questions of the audience
while they watched people complete the course. Berger said the ag
trivia questions surprised her the
most as folks were very interested
in learning more. “There is a hunger for people to learn more about
agriculture,” she said. “As we did
the agriculture trivia questions I felt
like people were really interested.
Watching people’s reactions to the
information they were learning was

See ‘Wyoming Needs Agriculture’ page 6
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Farmers & Ranchers Are Strongest When We Stand Together
By Zippy Duvall, American
erty rights, economic competiFarm Bureau Federation President tiveness and fairness in general.
Neighbors hel p i n g
From the Waters of the
neighbors is a cornerU.S. rulemaking and
stone on which Farm
the Endangered Species
Bureau was founded. It’s
Act, to public lands and
how we get things done.
water rights—the fedThe more I travel across
eral government continthis land, the more I’m
ues to slap burdensome
convinced we all need
regulations on farmto understand the isers without considering
sues our fellow farmers
what it takes to keep an
Zippy Duvall
and ranchers are facing,
agricultural business up
whether ten miles down the road and running.
or thousands of miles across the
As your AFBF president, I want
country.
to see firsthand what you’re facing
The challenges facing agricul- on your farms and ranches, so I can
ture are very much like a diverse tell your stories to our lawmakers
ecosystem, but when you take a on Capitol Hill and to farmers in
closer look, you’ll find that most other regions. On my recent travAmerican farmers are all tackling els through the West, I saw the
one common invasive species: impact of regulatory overreach. I
a federal system that too often saw how public lands are witherlacks respect for individual prop- ing under federal constraints and
mismanagement. Ranchers are being trampled by federal agencies
that want to drive them off public
lands their families have used—
Annual Policyholders’
and helped care for—for generaMeeting
tions.
Mountain West Farm Bureau
Overpopulation of wild horses
Mutual Insurance Company
and burros is just one example
December 1, 2016 – 8:00 a.m.
of how the government is servFarm Bureau Center, 931 Boulder Drive
ing neither man nor beast out
Laramie, Wyoming 82070
West. Instead of the public image
of strong, wild horses galloping
free, with beautiful manes flying

NOTICE

Calendar of Events
October
1 ..........Natrona County Farm & Ranch Bureau Annual Dinner at 5:30 p.m.—Petroleum
Club in Casper
3 .......... Southwest District Farm Bureau Annual Meeting at 9 a.m.—Lincoln County
Library in Kemmerer
6 .......... Southeast District Farm Bureau Annual Meeting at 10 a.m.—Staybridge Suites in
Cheyenne
15 ........ Albany County Farm Bureau Annual Meeting at 5 p.m.—Woods Landing
17......... WyFB Distinguished Service Award and Farm Bureau Leadership Award
nomination deadline
17......... WyFB Outstanding Membership Worker Award nomination deadline
26 ........ WyFB YF&R Regular Discussion Meet application deadline
26 ........ WyFB YF&R Collegiate Discussion Meet application deadline

November
8 ..........General Election
10-12 ...WyFB Annual Meeting—Hilton Garden Inn in Laramie
10.........WyFB Foundation Symposium—Hilton Garden Inn in Laramie
10.........WyFB YF&R Collegiate and Regular Discussion Meet Competitions--Laramie

January
6-11 .....American Farm Bureau Federation Annual Convention—Phoenix, AZ
20-21 ...WyFB Young Farmer & Rancher Conference—Snow King Resort in Jackson

February
2-3 .......WyFB Legislative Meeting—Little America in Cheyenne
10-13 ...AFBF Fusion Conference (Young Farmers and Ranchers)—Pittsburgh, PA
Visit wyfb.org for calendar updates

in the air, most of these animals
barely survive. Dehydrated and
starving, they have devastated the
landscape and local ecosystems
through severe overgrazing. The
Bureau of Land Management by
law must control the excess popu-

lation or give ranchers the license
they need to help mitigate the
problem. BLM has done neither.
Time and again farmers and
ranchers have used their ingenuity
and tireless work ethic to preserve
See ‘We Stand Together’ page 7

EPA’s Clean Power Plan will impact
food production
By Ken Hamilton, WyFB Executive cows burping.
Vice President
With WOTUS the agency claimed
Will a new president
that its motives were
change the way the Enpurely altruistic. They
vironmental
Protection
just wanted to bring clarAgency (EPA) operates?
ity to the muddy waters
This is a question many in
surrounding what conagriculture will ask themstitutes a “water of the
selves when determining
U.S.” In order to do this,
who they will vote for this
of course, they would baelection cycle.
sically eliminate the disFarm Bureau led the
tinction between what is a
charge against the EPA’s
water of the United States
Ken Hamilton
Waters of the U.S. (WOand any other waters givTUS) rules and have continued to ing the agency control over everytry and get Congressional action one that used water. This would also
to permanently rein in the agency. have eliminated any “states rights”
This isn’t the first time we’ve had to and mortally wounded federalism if
spend significant resources to pro- not killed it. But clarity would have
tect agriculture against this agency. been achieved.
Many Farm Bureau members took
Most of us in Wyoming are aware
part in a campaign to prevent a car- of the Clean Power Plan and we cerbon tax that would have impacted all tainly have felt the plan’s economic
segments of our society. The “Don’t impact. In this case EPA is only doCap Our Future” campaign was suc- ing the bidding of those higher up
cessful in keeping EPA from impos- the food chain, but the impacts on
ing a carbon tax on things that pro- the energy sector are enormous.
duce carbon.
Now it turns out Washington’s
Many of us also remember former Clean Power Plan also has some
American Farm Bureau Federation stuff tucked into it that can affect ag(AFBF) staff member Rick Krause’s riculture. According to the folks at
comments to our members about the the Committee For A Constructive
“cow tax” that was being bandied Tomorrow (CFACT) in an article in
about by, you guessed it, EPA. This the Wall Street Journal, EPA is countwas to reduce methane emissions by
See ‘Clean Power Plan’ page 7
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EPA violated personal privacy of farmers, ranchers
WASHINGTON, D.C., September 12, 2016 -- The Environmental Protection Agency has
violated the personal privacy of
tens of thousands of farmers and
ranchers, according to a unanimous ruling issued by the United
States Court of Appeals for the
Eighth Circuit.
The ruling in American Farm
Bureau Federation and National
Pork Producers Council vs. EPA
concerned the federal agency’s
2013 release to three environmental groups of a vast compilation of
spreadsheets containing personal
information about farmers and
ranchers who raise livestock and
poultry in 29 states. The case also
related to similar personal information from farmers and ranchers
in seven additional states that had
yet to be released. The information included the names of farmers, ranchers and sometimes other
family members, home addresses,
GPS coordinates, telephone numbers and emails. EPA claimed that
it was required to disclose the information under the Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA).
“This was an unwarranted inva-

EXCLUSIVE

$500

sion of personal privacy by a federal agency in violation of law,”
said AFBF General Counsel Ellen
Steen. “The court’s decision is a
vindication of the right of farm
families to control their own personal information. Farmers and
ranchers have a strong privacy
interest in their personal information, including their home address,
even when they live and work on
the farm.”
Farm families usually live on
the farm and the court took note
that EPA’s disclosures in this case
could facilitate unwanted contact
and harassment of farmers and
ranchers by the FOIA requestors
and others. According to Steen,
“this case assures us that individuals still have a privacy interest in their personal information.
The fact that government agencies
may have that information and
even store it on the Internet does
not eliminate the individual’s privacy interest.” According to the
court, “EPA’s release of the complete set of data on a silver platter,
so to speak, basically hands to the
requesters a comprehensive database of their own, whatever their

CASH
ALLOWANCE 1

motives might be.”
“EPA now has to ‘recall’ all of
the personal information it unlawfully released, but unfortunately
that information has now been in
the hands of the FOIA requestors

for three years, and many feel that
the damage is done,” Steen said.
“AFBF will continue to work to
ensure that personal information
about farmers and ranchers is not
disclosed by EPA.”

SavetheDate:







TalktoyourcountyFarmBureauBoardinadvance
ifyouareinterestedinjoiningusinJanuary
atAFBF’sAnnualConvenƟoninPhoenix,AZ.
RegistraƟonopensOctober1standspacesĮllupfast
fortheƟcketedeventsandAgTours!

Welookforwardtoseeingyouthere!

like no other
with no match.

FOR ELIGIBLE FARM BUREAU MEMBERS.

all envy.

HELPING YOU THROUGH EVERY SEASON.

1 Offer available through 5/31/17. Available on most 2016 and 2017 Chevrolet vehicles. Excludes 2016 Equinox L, Colorado 2SA and Spark EV; 2016 Malibu and Traverse L models, Cruze Limited L, Spark,
SS and City Express, and 2016 Chevrolet Cruze L model. This offer is not available with some other offers. Only customers who have been active members of an eligible Farm Bureau for a minimum of
30 days will be eligible to receive a certificate. Customers can obtain certificates at www.fbverify.com/gm. Farm Bureau and the FB logo are registered service marks of the American Farm Bureau
Federation and are used herein under license by General Motors.

GILLETTE
WHITE'S FRONTIER MOTORS
307-682-8851
www.whitesfrontier.net

ROCK SPRINGS
WHISLER CHEVROLET COMPANY
307-362-5677
www.whislerchevy.com

©2013 Purina Animal Nutrition LLC

Chevrolet is proud to present this exclusive $500 offer 1 toward the purchase or
lease of most 2016 and 2017 Chevrolet vehicles.
You’ll ﬁnd decades of research and quality ingredients in
every bag of Purina® horse feed. Your horse can be more
responsive and have the energy and stamina to perform
at his peak every time. It’s your power to perform.

Horse.PurinaMills.com

GILLETTE
FCA COUNTRY STORE
307-682-4468
www.fcagillette.com

PINE BLUFFS
PINE BLUFFS FEED & GRAIN
307-245-3881

SUNDANCE
CASSIDY'S SEED & FEED
307-283-2496
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Young Farmer and Rancher News
Regular YF&R and Collegiate Discussion Meet competitions Nov. 10
--Competitions in Laramie
YF&R Discussion Meet Questions
1. American agriculture depends on a foreign-born
labor force. How would you draft a national
immigration policy?
2. How can we ensure that farmers and ranchers, not
government agencies, are driving the management
of natural resources?
3. How can we as farmers and ranchers maintain
“ownership” of our intellectual and proprietary
information? (Big data, unmanned aerial vehicles,
unauthorized videos)
4. The nation’s tax policy has become increasingly
complicated and cumbersome. What should a
balanced and beneficial tax policy look like for
agriculture?
5. Today’s food companies employ many tactics to
gain a marketing edge. What is the purpose of
food labels? How can Farm Bureau work to ensure
that consumers understand the labels and have
confidence in the safety and quality of their food?

Farm Bureau members between the ages
of 18-35 and college students in Wyoming
are invited to participate in the 2016 Discussion Meet competitions. There are two
different competitions that will be held during the Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation
(WyFB) Annual Meeting in Laramie. The
competitions will be Thursday, Nov. 10,
2016 in Laramie.
The first competition is the Regular WyFB
Young Farmer & Rancher (YF&R) Discussion Meet; Farm Bureau regular members
between the ages of 18-35 are eligible. The
second competition is the WyFB YF&R
Collegiate Discussion Meet; any student attending a Wyoming college is eligible. A
meet and greet event will begin the evening
where college students, YF&R contestants
and Farm Bureau members can network.
Being an advocate for agriculture is more
important now than ever and should be a
part of everyone’s business plan. Develop
your leadership and advocacy skills and
meet other young farmers and ranchers from
around the state and around the nation by
participating in the YF&R Discussion Meet
competitions.

Shapes the Future

The YF&R
F&R program helps
helps young members shape the future
of agriculture, as well as their individual futures, with leadership
development and personal growth opportunities. Through three
competitions, members are able to showcase their leadership
experience, communication skills and successful farm plans as they
compete against the best of the best Farm Bureau has to offer.

As part of the YF&R competitions, winners
in the Achievement Award, Discussion Meet
and Excellence in Ag areas will receive their
choice of a 2017 Chevrolet Silverado or
GMC Sierra truck, courtesy of Chevrolet.
Three national ﬁnalists in each competition
will receive a Case IH Farmall 50A tractor,
courtesy of Case IH, as well as a $2,500 cash
prize and $500 in STIHL merchandise.

For more
information
about YF&R
competitive
events contact
your state
Farm Bureau or
contact AFBF at
yfr@fb.org or
202-406-3600.

Regular YF&R Discussion Meet
The preliminary rounds of this competition will be held Thursday, Nov. 10. The final
round is Saturday, Nov. 12 during the General
Session of the WyFB Annual Meeting.
The state winner receives a $500 cash prize
and an expense paid trip to the American Farm
Bureau Federation 2017 Annual Meeting in
Phoenix, Ariz. In the national competition, a
GM Truck is the grand prize.
Collegiate YF&R Discussion Meet
Any Wyoming college student with an interest in agriculture is eligible to participate. A
major in agriculture is not required for competition. The state winner receives a $300 cash
prize and an expense paid trip to the AFBF
Feb. 10-13, 2017 national competition in
Pittsburgh, Penn. to compete for more college
scholarships.
More information
Topics and rules are available at wyfb.org.
Regular Discussion Meet applications must be
postmarked by Oct. 26, 2016. Collegiate Discussion Meet applications must be postmarked
by Oct. 26, 2016. Contact WyFB YF&R
Coordinator Kerin Clark at 307.532.2002 or
kclark@wyfb.org with questions.

WyFB YF&R Conference Jan. 20-21, 2017
in Jackson
--“Hard Work and Harmony” workshop by
Dave Pratt featured presentation
By Kerin Clark
When we think of hard work, we often think of the physical labor farmers
and ranchers do each day on the ranch
or farm. A lot of time and money is
invested into this hard work. There is
another form of hard work that is an
important investment as well. That investment is the hard work of continuing education and learning and applying new principles to make your farm
or ranch a success. This isn’t always
as fun as the first type of hard work
mentioned. What if there was a way
to make this hard work a little bit more
fun? Well, the Wyoming Farm Bureau
Federation Young Farmer & Rancher
Committee is planning a conference
you won’t want to miss.
The WyFB YF&R Conference
will be Jan. 20-21, 2017 at the Snow
King Resort in Jackson Hole, Wyo.
Mark your calendars now and start
making plans to attend. Continuing
education, networking, tours and fun
all in one package. The conference is
open to ALL Farm Bureau members
and any young farmer or rancher between the ages of 18-35 in Wyoming.
The featured presentation will be

“Hard Work and Harmony” presented
by Dave Pratt with Ranch Management Consultants. Mr. Pratt is a highly sought-after speaker and respected
authority on ranch profitability, ecology and family/business relationships.
His company teaches the “Ranching
for Profit” schools. This three hour interactive and energetic workshop will
be the main event on Friday, Jan. 20 at
the conference. Participants will learn
practical tools to help improve their
business/family relationships.
Through a promotional video on
Ranch Management Consultants
website, Mr. Pratt explains this workshop is about finding effective relationships in family businesses. Pratt
uses IBM as an example of a business similar to farmers and ranchers in many aspects. “They have to
produce a product, you have to produce a product; they have to market
that product, you have to market
that product; they have to manage
their money, you have to manage
your money,” Pratt stated in the
video. “But unlike IBM who has a
whole department devoted to huSee ‘WyFB YF&R Conference’ page 5
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WyFB YF&R Conference
man resources and finances, people
who work in production don’t have
people in finance. Everybody does a
little bit of everything and sometimes
the roles aren’t real clear.”
Pratt continues on to explain that
when family relationships are layered
on top of business relationships it is

From page 4

hard to understand what harmony really is. “You don’t get harmony when
everyone sings the same note,” Pratt
said. “Harmony means constructive
disagreement which leads to better
decisions; in fact if we all agree then
only one of us is necessary. You learn
from people who disagree and chal-

“Made in Wyoming” product
promotion in November
--FB members asked to submit information before Oct. 14
A “gift idea” section featuring
Wyoming Farm Bureau members
who make and sell Wyoming made
products may be printed in the November issue of Wyoming Agriculture. All Wyoming Farm Bureau
members who make and sell “Made
in Wyoming” products are invited
to submit their product(s) for consideration to be included in the “gift
section.” The Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation will make the final
decision on what to print in the “gift
section.”
Please submit the following
to Kerin Clark by Oct. 14, 2016
(kclark@wyfb.org or P.O. Box
685, Torrington, WY
82240.

For questions, you may also call
307.532.2002):
1. Name of company and product
you sell. Word limit is 40 words.
2. Contact information, including
how to place orders.
3. Logo (must be submitted via email in pdf or jpeg format) (These
will be used if space is available.)
4. Product photos (must be submitted via e-mail in jpeg format.
These will be used if space is available.)
The “gift idea” section will showcase Farm Bureau members products made here in Wyoming. Stay
tuned for great ideas for holiday gift
giving this year!

EATS BALES FOR BREAKFAST.
“GOLDENBOY”

AKA: THE 2660 BALEBUSTER

2660 BALEBUSTER
• Save 30% of your hay and straw
• Shredder chamber handles bales in any condition
• 1300 rpm rotor speed, which throws straw farther
and processes faster

lenge your point of view and that
leads to stronger decisions.”
Pratt will share principles and tools
he has picked up in the last several decades working on four continents and
with hundreds of ranch families. “If
we don’t step into difficult conversations and have them well, we will end
up in a boiling pot,” Pratt said. “For
some of you it is going to be the most
important investment you can make

in the future of your ranch and the future of your family.”
We hope you make plans now
to attend this exciting conference.
Along with this featured presentation, the agenda will feature additional pertinent topics, tours of local agriculture, and networking with
like-minded individuals. Like us on
Facebook to keep up with registration and agenda information.

Proposed Constitutional
Amendment for November
General Election is Nov. 8,
2016—Be informed as you exercise
your right to vote. In addition to
the many offices being voted upon,
Wyoming citizens will also vote for
or against proposed Constitutional
Amendment A. The text of the proposed amendment is below:
____________________________
Proposed Constitutional Amendment A:
Currently, the Wyoming Constitution allows the legislature
to authorize the investment of
public employee retirement sys-

tems funds and permanent state
funds in equities, such as stock or
shares in private or public companies. Permanent funds of the state
include funds designated as permanent funds by the Constitution.
The Wyoming Constitution does
not allow the state to invest any
other funds in equities. The adoption of this amendment would allow the legislature, by two-thirds
vote of the members of both houses, to authorize the investment of
additional specified state funds in
equities.

#IRCLE $ #ORPORATION
• Flatbed Trailers
• Livestock Trailers
• Low Proﬁle Equipment Trailers
• Horse & Stock Combo Trailers
• Flatbeds For Pickups & 1 Ton Trucks • Multipurpose Trailers

Find us on Facebook and view products
in action on our YouTube channel!

• Heavier conveyor table chains and drive shafts
• Repositioned loader for easy bale loading
• Heavier rotor shafts
• Optional containment kit

COVOLO
Auto-Farm Service

80 Rees Road, Mountain View, WY

(307)786-2277 • (800)635-2475

“American Made Since 1987”
Hillsboro, KS 67063

Call for a dealer near you!

800-526-0939
www.circle-dtrailers.com

Page 6

October 2016

Wyoming Needs Agriculture
rewarding.”
Food Drive
Along with having fun in the “Ag
Olympics” course, Cowboy fans were
also invited to share their Poke Pride
and recognize that “Wyoming Needs
Agriculture!” by participating in
WyFB’s “Harvest for All” pre-game
event to benefit the Wyoming Food
Bank of the Rockies (WFBR). Fans
making donations to the “Harvest
for All” event received a “Wyoming
Needs Agriculture” t-shirt. UW Cowboy football fans donated the equivalent of 4,198 meals at the event.
WFBR, Wyoming’s only food

A “Minute in
Agriculture”
radio and video
features
As part of the “Wyoming
Needs Agriculture” event,
each of the 12 football pregame radio shows features
a farmer or rancher in a
minute long interview. The
farmers and ranchers talk
about their farms and ranches and share what a day is
like for them. When asked
about challenges to their
farm or ranch the common
reply is “government overregulation.”
WyFB has created videos
from the radio interviews
with photos of the featured
farmer or rancher. Visit our
Facebook page (link at wyfb.
org) to view the videos (you
don’t have to have a Facebook account to view). Just
one more way to tell those
stories of farmers and ranchers here in Wyoming.

bank, serves hunger relief agencies
in all of Wyoming’s 23 counties.
Farmers and ranchers from around
the state as well as WyFB staff and
WFBR staff were on hand to visit
with fans during the “Pre-Game
Zone” event.
WFBR staff stated they are proud
to work with the Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation. “Working with the
Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation
is such a delight,” said Tonja Funch,
Wyoming Food Bank of the Rockies.
“It’s very rewarding to work together
to make a difference for the people in
need of additional food resources in
Wyoming. Generous fans provided
over 4,198 meals with the canned
food and funds that were collected
during this drive. We can’t thank you
enough for your generosity.”
Donations will make a difference
in the WFBR’s work to fight hunger
in Wyoming. Every 1.2 pounds of
food donated equals one meal and
every dollar equals four meals.
The Farm Bureau Young Farmer
& Rancher “Harvest for All” is a national program that raises food and
money for local and state food banks
that provide hunger relief.
Wyoming Needs Agriculture
Wyoming needs agriculture in so
many ways. Agriculture keeps Wyoming strong through the economy,
providing open spaces, caring for the
land and so much more. While caring
for the land, their crops and their animals, farmers and ranchers produce
food and provide wildlife habitat.
There are so many stories to be
told about how Wyoming Needs Agriculture! Who better to tell them
than the farmers and ranchers of
this great state. The “Wyoming
Needs Agriculture” event provides
consumers the opportunity to meet
farmers and ranchers at a football
game pre-zone event and hear their
stories on the radio.

From page 1

Some of the farmers, ranchers and staff of the Wyoming Farm Bureau and the
Wyoming Food Bank of the Rockies take a quick photo opportunity during the
Sept. 17 “Wyoming Needs Agriculture!” event. From left to right: Tom Christensen, Albany County; Chris, Wyatt and Samantha Starks, Albany County;
Bryndal, Kyle, Stacy and Bexton Berger, Albany County; Tonja Funch, Wyoming Food Bank of the Rockies; Kerin Clark, WyFB; McKenzi Digby, WyFB;
Cole Coxbill, Goshen County; Todd Fornstrom, Laramie County. Back row:
Bayla Berger, Aurora Starks, Joe Lake, and Hadley Berger, Albany County. Not pictured: Amanda Johnson, Albany County; Chalsey Kortes, Carbon
County; Perry Livingston, Crook County; and Brett Moline, WyFB.

The “Ag Olympics” course was a great draw with many fans young and old
participating. It also drew quite a spectator crowd which gave Wyoming farmers and ranchers the chance to visit more about what they do each day. Kerin
Clark photo.

Wyoming Needs
Agriculture!
Cowboy fans donating food and funds received a “Wyoming Needs Agriculture” t-shirt. The food drive benefitted
the Wyoming Food Bank of the Rockies. Shown here are
Carbon County Rancher Chalsey Kortes (left) and Wyoming Food Bank of the Rockies Staff Tonja Funch. Kerin
Clark photo.

Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation President Perry Livingston visiting with Mr. and Mrs. Herb Manig. Herb Manig
is a former executive vice president of the Wyoming Farm
Bureau Federation. Kerin Clark photo.
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We Stand Together
natural resources and build up local
communities. But when agriculture
is pushed out, natural resources often go to waste.
Western forests have suffered
crushing losses from the destructive mountain pine beetle. Yet
federal agencies have allowed
nature to run its course, wiping
out millions of acres of Western
trees, rather than working with local farmers and businesses to establish best practices to stop the
pests, reduce fuel for wildfires
and preserve forests and local timber industries. The result is bare
mountainsides and depressed rural
economies where businesses have
been forced to pull out. Farmers
and ranchers use good business
sense to conserve natural resources, but when we’re driven out,
who’s left to care for these lands
that were meant to be a source of
national pride?
The challenges facing agriculture are significant, but not insurmountable. Our Farm Bureau
strength comes through when we

From page 2

reach across regions to help our
neighbors from all walks of agriculture. Our Creator, in many
passages throughout the Bible,
instructs us to love our neighbors
and treat them as we want to be
treated. When Southerners needed
support in their efforts to strengthen the safety net for cotton growers, farmers from across the country united behind their neighbors
in the South. One of my proudest
moments as a Farm Bureau member was when voting delegates
from other regions were debating
cotton policy at the AFBF Annual
Convention last January and said,
in effect, we stand for all of agriculture—we must help each other.
Through my travels and conversations with farmers and ranchers
in every region, I hope to raise
awareness of regional challenges,
such as the Western problems I
have seen recently, and give Farm
Bureau members more examples
of how they can help their neighbors and stand united for all of agriculture.

Clean Power Plan
ing biogenetic-carbon emissions the
same way they count carbon emissions from burning of fossil fuels. In
other words this is the carbon that is
used by plants in their normal biological functions and then when the
plant is harvested it will be considered the same as if those products
were burned. The user of that product such as bakers or brewers or
grain processors will have to certify
to the EPA that these products were
from “sustainably-derived agricultural feedstocks.” Of course in order
to do that they will probably require
the agricultural producer certify they
are doing things sustainably, and you
can’t just call it sustainable without
some government agency certifying that it is. That agency will be the
EPA.
So when you grow your crop to
feed to your animals or other people,
you will need to ensure you are a
sustainable producer. No doubt you

From page 2

will have to keep careful records to
submit to EPA to show that you are
farming in accordance with their
ideas on sustainability. Such sustainable practices will no doubt require
that you’ve obtained the necessary
Clean Water Act permits and if you
happen to irrigate your crops you
undoubtedly will need to ensure the
irrigation withdrawals will not affect macro-invertebrates, or some
other water quality criterion.
Will your livestock also be unsustainably burping methane greenhouse gases into the atmosphere?
And if they are, what are you going
to do about it?
So again, will a new president
do something about EPA’s efforts to
become the “all controlling” agency
which must be appeased by the farmer/rancher in order to do what they’ve
been doing for millenniums? It’s a
question we should ask ourselves
when we go to vote in November.

Wyoming Farm
Bureau Federation
WHERE BELONGING MAKES A DIFFERENCE

FAMILIES OPERATE NEARLY
97% OF U.S. FARMS,
YET
ONLY 11% OF FARM FAMILIES HAVE
A TRANSITION PLAN IN PLACE.
WHAT’S YOUR PLAN?
ESTATE AND BUSINESS PLANNING
FOR FARMS AND RANCHES
GREGORY TAGGART
Attorney at Law
Taggart Law, LLC
801.224.4024
gregory@gtaglaw.com
www.gtaglaw.com

O f f i c e s i n C o d y, W y o m i n g a n d O r e m , U t a h
Licensed in Wyoming and U tah
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Annual Meeting
his team will address research on poisonous plants and their toxins as well
as management strategies to best manage these plants and reduce livestock
losses.
“He has some good information
that is applicable to our livestock producers,” said Ken Hamilton, WyFB
Executive Vice President. “His team
will also share how their research has
translated into human health issues
which have provided some good opportunities to improve human health.”
Committee Work--Thursday
The annual meeting begins Thursday, Nov. 10 with registration at 11
a.m. Members will enjoy lunch together and then roll-up their sleeves and
delve into committee work. WyFB’s
four standing committees meet Thursday afternoon to discuss resolutions
pertaining to their areas and make
recommendations. The committees
include: Natural and Environmental
Resources (NER), State Government
Affairs (SGA), Agriculture Tax and
General Issues.
The committees are made-up of
one representative per county (county
committee chairs) and the chair and
vice-chair.
YF&R and Collegiate Discussion
Meet—Thursday
The WyFB Young Farmer &

From page 1

Rancher Regular Discussion Meet
and Collegiate Discussion Meet
competitions will both be during annual meeting.
Friday’s Activities
A county president’s breakfast
meeting will begin Friday’s meetings.
The general and business sessions
of the Wyoming Farm Bureau begin
Friday morning at 8:15 a.m. Members will hear reports from Wyoming Farm Bureau’s president and
executive vice president as well as
the C.E.O. of Mountain West Farm
Bureau Mutual Insurance Company.
Voting delegates will begin discussing the resolutions and determining
what is in the best interest of the agriculture industry.
After a day of business work, Friday evening’s banquet is a time to
celebrate our farmers and ranchers
and the friendships in the federation.
The Distinguished Service and Farm
Bureau Leadership Awards and membership awards will be presented.
Saturday’s Activities
The final round of the WyFB
YF&R Discussion Meet starts the
day on Saturday. Resolutions consideration, elections, and a WyFB
YF&R report follow.
AFBF Speaker
Ryan Yates will be the featured

American Farm Bureau Federation
(AFBF) speaker. Yates is a director
of congressional relations for AFBF
with western issues as a primary focus.
“Ryan will provide updates on a
lot of the topics that are revolving
around federal lands and other western issues,” said Hamilton. “Our
members always enjoy hearing from
AFBF lobbyists and the work done
on their behalf in D.C.”
Foundation Fundraiser
Again this year, members are
invited to donate to the Wyoming
Farm Bureau Foundation. Donors
will have their names placed in a
drawing for a Don Pavack custom
knife or custom bit. See page 7 for
details. The Wyoming Farm Bureau
Foundation supports educational
programs for agriculture producers
and legal issues which impact Wyoming agriculture.
“Harvest for All” Food Drive
The WyFB YF&R thirteenth annual “Harvest for All” food and fund
drive will take place at annual meeting. Monetary donations will benefit
the Wyoming Food Bank, a credentialed Feeding America Harvest affiliate serving Wyoming communities.
Food donations will benefit a local
food bank. Please bring your canned

good items or monetary donations to
the registration desk at annual meeting. A “kitchen” raffle will also be
held for the “Harvest for All” drive.
Registration
Pre-registration is requested by
Nov. 1. Reservations made after this
date, will be honored based on availability. Members or county presidents
may submit registrations to Julie Johnson-Doyle at juliejohnson@wyfb.org
or 307-721-7723. Contact your local
county Farm Bureau president if you
plan to attend. Phone numbers are
available at www.wyfb.org or by calling 800.442.8325.
Hotel reservations may be made at
the Hilton Garden Inn by calling 307745-5500. Refer to group code “Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation 2016”
for the $109 (plus taxes/fees) room
rate. Hotel reservations must be made
by Oct. 26.
For those members needing a pet
friendly stay, reservations may be
made at the Holiday Inn Laramie at
307-721-9000. Refer to “Wyoming
Farm Bureau Federation” for the $109
(plus taxes/fees) room rate and make
your reservation by Oct. 26.
The meeting agenda will be printed
in the November issue of Wyoming
Agriculture. The agenda will also be
available at www.wyfb.org.

Sore Back? Achy Joints? Pain Relief is Here!
“Steuart’s pain relief cream works great! I use it on my back, leg, and neck pain. I get
relief quickly without the strong odor. It doesn’t stain my clothes either. I have
$
34.90
given this product to many friends and family and they love it too!” – S. Page,
$
Elizabethtown, KY. Reclaim your life just like Mrs. Page did and get back to
5 oz
doing the things you enjoy with help from Steuart’s pain relief cream.

29.65

Fast Acting
Odor Free

Won’t Stain Clothing
No Hot or Cold Sensation

Try Steuart’s unique blend of safe, natural pain relievers today and get
15% Oﬀ plus FREE Shipping* on your ﬁrst order. Try Steuart’s pain relief cream
risk-free today. Everything comes with a 100% Money Back Guarantee.

$

$

18.90

16.05
1.8 oz

Relief Where You Need it Most.
Order your pain relief cream today and get 15% Off plus FREE Shipping*
on your ﬁrst order when you include the oﬀer code WY16.
Online: SteuartLabs.com | Toll-Free: 1-877-210-9664
Steuart Laboratories, P.O. Box 306, Mabel, MN 55954

*Limit 1 special offer per household.
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Can We Lease Your Land for Our Solar Farms?

Transmission Type Power Lines on Your Land? Lease to Us Today!

Large Power Lines on Your Property? Lease Us Your Land!

We Will Pay Up to $1,250 per Acre per Year
20 to 40 Yr. Lease
We Require Large Tracts of Land currently clear clean land (Over 150 Acres) w/ 3Phase Transmission Type Power Lines on the land for Our Solar Farms
Land Cannot be in Flood Zone or Have Wetlands Issues – Owner Must Retain Mineral Rights both above and below surface or have Executive Rights
No underground utilities including oil and gas lines within the proposed solar site

Long Term Land Leases Needed-(20 – 40 Years Up to $1,250 per Acre per Year)

CALL (828)-817-5400 or (828)-817-9101
Email Us at

InnovativeSolarFarms@gmail.com

Visit our website at www.InnovativeSolarFarms.com
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Wyoming Classifieds
NOTICE
CLASSIFIED POLICY:
1) Wyoming Farm Bureau members are entitled to free classified advertising in this publication for the
purpose of selling items they grow
or make themselves, selling used machinery or household items, for posting wanted advertising. Real estate
sales not included. Each member family is entitled to two (2) free ads per
month, for 3 months, of up to 40 words
each. Member ads will be accepted by
mail at PO Box 685, Torrington, WY
82240 or e-mail to kclark@wyfb.org.
Please include member’s name and
county.
2) Non-Wyoming Farm Bureau
members and WyFB members acting
as agents or dealers of products produced outside the member’s family
may purchase commercial classified
advertising at $0.50 per word, at a
minimum of $5.00 per ad. Discounts:
5% for 4 to 9 insertions, 10% for 10
or more insertions. Commercial ads
must be submitted in writing, and an
agreement regarding payment must be
made between Farm Bureau and the
advertiser.
DEADLINE:
Ads should be received by the 3rd
Tuesday of the month in order to appear
in the next month’s issue. Advertisers
are asked to check your ad and report

WYOMING
LIVESTOCK

any errors. Contact: Email kclark@
wyfb.org or call 307.532.2002. Paid
ads must be mailed, typed or neatly
printed, together with any payment
due, to Wyoming Agriculture, Farm
Bureau, P.O. Box 685, Torrington, WY
82240. Free ads must be resubmitted
by mail or e-mail after running three
months. Ads for which there is payment due will run according to agreement between Wyoming Farm Bureau
and the advertiser. Advance payment
is preferred for first-time advertisers.
NOTE:
The appearance of any ad in Wyoming Agriculture does not constitute
an endorsement or approval of the
product or service offered. The advertiser is liable for content of the
advertisement and any claims arising
therefrom against this publication.
The Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation reserves the right to refuse any
advertising not considered in keeping
with its publication’s standards.

EQUIPMENT
FOR SALE: ONAN GAS GENERATOR with motor mounts, 5000
watt, 12/240 volt, 41.6 AMP. $2200.00.
307-358-9226.
FOR SALE: TRAILER 48 foot
step deck flat bed. 2007 Transcraft.
Aluminum deck spread axles. Great
condition. Good tires and brakes.
$18,500. In Lyman, Wyoming. Call
307- 780-8085.

ROUNDUP

Wyoming's only weekly publication devoted to
agriculture, the Wyoming Livestock Roundup
reaches the majority of the state's agricultural
producers. We have subscribers from Jackson to
Pine Bluffs and from Hulett to Evanston.
Every major livestock auction and implement dealer
in the state regularly advertises in the Roundup.
Advertising rates and subscriptions can be
obtained by calling 800-967-1647 or 307-234-2700.

MISCELLANEOUS
WANTING TO BUY: Looking for
drill stem and sucker rod to build corral. Call 307-733-3334.
BEST OFFER OR FREE. Business band radio-antenna on telephone
pole. Base radio on a traveling band
frequency. You must take down. Mrs.
Delores Hockersmith, Box 333, Pine
Bluffs, WY 82082. 307-630-8601
FOR SALE 3X4X8 ALFALFA
HAY BALES. All cuttings available,
delivered by semi loads only. For more
information call 307-788-1010 or 308641-2362 Torrington, WY area.
CUSTOM ROUGH OUT SADDLE WITH MULE BARS, 15 1/2”

seat, 5” cantle, modified association
tree, breast collar and crupper. Very
good condition. Fits many horses.
$2,200. 307 899-7510.
ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR. It
has tilt system, seat elevates, headrest.
New Aug 2015. Charger. $5,000; Electric wheelchair 2010 model, charger
$750.00. 307-689-3534.
SOLAR LIGHT KIT. Includes:
4-25 ft poles, 4 solar panels, 4 panel
frames, 4 battery boxes. $6,000 invested, sell for $3,000. 307-856-9055.
TWO BRANDS FOR SALE: X
with an M off the upper right leg of
the X. Cattle (LR) and Horses (LS).
Apple brand. Cattle (RR) and Horses
(RS). 307.587.3706.

New Members
CAMPBELL COUNTY

Danny Gartner, Gillette; Brent Eischeid,
Gillette

CONVERSE COUNTY

Karl Zwetzig, Glenrock; Levi Single,
Glenrock

CROOK COUNTY

Dalton Douglas, Upton; Monte Miller,
Sundance; Jeannie Shepherd/ Shepherd Land & Livestock, Oshoto; Ted
Price Sr, Oxnard; Dana Ingalls/ Sourdough Ranch Iii, Hulett; Jeri Ann Pierson, Hulett; Frank Proctor, Carlile;
Mark Pieloch, Melbourne; Karen Muilenburg/ Sipe Ranch Llc, Belle Fourche; Carl Kuemmerle, Upton; Byron
Davis, Belle Fourche; Don Williams/
Shipwheel Livestock Corp, Moorcroft;
Roger Wood, Devil’s Tower

FREMONT COUNTY

Jess Evans, Pavillion; Thomas Wilson,
Riverton; Jon Mcconahay, Shoshoni;
Arthur Tostrude, Riverton

Casper; Hollie Johnson, Casper; Michelle Duran, Glenrock; Tonya Enloe,
Casper; June Hale, Casper; Reuben
Hernandez, Casper; Torry Kersenbrock, Casper; John Van Dam, Glenrock; Michelle Aultman, Casper; Mary
Melton, Cheyenne; Curtis Reid, Mills;
Nicole Tholson, Evansville; James
Ormerod, Casper; David O’brien,
Casper; Corinna Shumaker, Casper;
Darwin Tvedt, Evansville; Brandi Simmons, Bar Nunn; Hank Neubauer,
Casper; Betty Wanbaugh, Casper; Tatiana Mojanovski, Cheyenne; Clayton
Miech, Casper; Kurt Triscori, Casper

PARK COUNTY

Beverly Carlson, Cody; Dexter Bridges, Cody; Travis Bostick, Rozet; Kendal Baerg, Cody; Lorraine Stolts, Powell; Richard Maki, Cody; Greg Luce,
Meeteetse; Rick Jones, Cody; Charise
Rose/ White Ink, Powell

SHERIDAN COUNTY

LARAMIE COUNTY

Ed Urlacher, Sheridan; Annie Montgomery, Big Horn; Michael Christopherson, Sheridan; Tessa Dalton,
Sheridan; Joseph Surwald, Sheridan;
Alex Varah, Sheridan; Mary Justice,
Sheridan; Matthew Ebzery, Sheridan;
Dennis Elchlinger, Sheridan; Darrell
Herl, Sheridan; Carmen R Rideout,
Sheridan; Jerilyn Ring, Sheridan

Tyson Hepworth, Auburn; Mark Watkins, Afton; Justin Misplay, Kemmerer;
Greg Harwood, Kemmerer

LINCOLN COUNTY

Samuel Dembek, Rock Springs; Steve
Dickenson, Rock Springs; Matthew
Coates, Rock Springs; Travis Moser,
Rock Springs; Trevor Mitcheson, Rock
Springs; Eric Nielsen, Green River

Spencer Jolley, Dayton; Jackie Martinez, Casper; Bethany Buck, Casper;
Eric Lindstrom, Casper; Jim Kasler,

Bryell Pitts, Lyman; Mckinna Condos,
Lyman

Larry Russell, Cheyenne; Marten Martens, Cheyenne; Steven Price, Cheyenne; Joseph Mills Jr, Cheyenne; Misty
Zimmerman, Cheyenne; Lisa Harsbarger, Laramie; Corie Wulf Towne, Cheyenne; Bo Stipe, Cheyenne; Dan Tinney,
Cheyenne; Kyle Mckinney, Cheyenne;
Diana Dean, Cheyenne; Pat Dawson,
Cheyenne

NATRONA COUNTY

SWEETWATER COUNTY

UINTA COUNTY

Farm Bureau members...you can now sign-up to receive
FBNews, the official e-newsletter of the
American Farm Bureau Federation.
Visit fb.org to subscribe via your e-mail address.
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Distinguished Service and Farm
Bureau Leadership Award
nominations due Oct. 17
Nominations for the Wyoming
Farm Bureau Distinguished Service and Farm Bureau Leadership
Awards are due in the state office
Oct. 17. These awards recognize
those individuals/couples who have
devoted much time to the betterment
of agriculture in Wyoming and Farm
Bureau.
Nominees for the “Distinguished
Service” award must be active in
Farm Bureau and/or other areas that
relate directly to agricultural interests.
Nominees for the “Farm Bureau
Leadership Award” must be an agricultural operator and active on a
statewide basis.

Nominations may be made by
any county Farm Bureau. Only one
nomination per award may be made
by the county. Judging for these
awards will be handled by the Administrative Advisory Committee of
the Wyoming Farm Bureau Board
of Directors. This committee is not
limited to considering only those
nominated by participating county
Farm Bureaus, but may make an independent selection.
The awards will be presented at
the WyFB annual meeting on Nov.
11 during the evening banquet.
Contact McKenzi Digby at 307721-7719 or mdigby@wyfb.org for
more details.

Outstanding Membership
Worker nominations due Oct. 17
Nominations for the Wyoming
Farm Bureau Outstanding Membership Awards are due in the state office Oct. 17. This award recognizes
those hard workers in the state for
their outstanding dedication and effort in recruiting Farm Bureau members. There are three categories: 1)
Volunteer; 2) Agent; and 3) County

Office Staff.
The nomination award form is
available at wyfb.org, by clicking
on the specific day of October 17th
under the Calendar of Events.
The awards will be presented at
the WyFB annual meeting. Contact
McKenzi Digby at 307-721-7719 or
mdigby@wyfb.org for more details.

Grassroots policy development at work

WyFB President Perry Livingston addressing the 104 members attending the
Goshen County Farm Bureau at their annual meeting in September. Kerin
Clark photo.

Weston County Farm Bureau Vice President Chad Sears leading the policy
development discussion at their annual meeting. Farm Bureau policy is developed beginning at the local level. Members attending their local county Farm
Bureau meetings this fall participate in this discussion. Kerin Clark photo.
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Duarte Nursery Stands Up
to Federal Regulators
WASHINGTON, D.C., September
22, 2016 – John Duarte, a fourth-generation California farmer and Farm
Bureau member, has taken a stand
against the federal government over
whether farming is a violation of federal law, and he is making his story
available in a very public way. To help
fund his legal defense effort, Duarte
has established a page telling his story
on the GoFundMe platform.
Duarte is in a legal battle with federal regulators over whether he violated
federal law by plowing his land. Duarte is facing fines of $8 million, and
potentially the loss of his home, just
for plowing his land to plant wheat.
The cost of his legal defense already
has run into the millions. While Duarte is making a stand, he also is asking the broad agricultural community
to stand with him because of the very
important legal issues at stake for all
farmers and ranchers.
“John Duarte isn’t that much different from most farmers,” said AFBF
President Zippy Duvall. “He works
his land, plants his crop and works
with nature to take care of it to the best
of his ability. What makes his story

different is the fact he ran head-on into
regulators wanting to make him an example by calling into question his use
of normal farming practices in an area
they have identified as a water of the
U.S. It is important that we challenge
these issues and John is boldly standing up to do that.”
Duarte has a mortgage on 450 acres
of California farmland that a court has
ordered him not to farm, along with
still-rising legal bills, currently estimated at $1.5 million.
“If you care about farming, if
you care about justice and you agree
enough is enough, I hope you will
stand with me,” Duarte explained on
his GoFundMe page. “Federal regulators want to control ordinary farming.
They’re starting with me and a few
others. We need to stop them before
they put more farm families in economic peril – before they make farming a federal offense.”
In addition to Duarte’s GoFundMe
page, additional information about his
story is available through a video produced by AFBF in 2015 – “California
Farmers Stand up to Federal Enforcers
on Water Regulations.”

The Cannnonball
Bale Bed, a bale
bed like no other.

The Cannonball Bale Bed is a pick up truck mounted bale bed that lets you work quicker and
easier. With our feature rich truck bed, you gain much more value for your dollar.

Outstanding Farmers/Ranchers Sought
for Farmer of the Year Contest
By Cyndie Shearing, AFBF
Farmers and ranchers are wellknown for their ingenuity and tireless work ethic in preserving natural resources and building up local
communities as they produce food,
fiber and fuel for consumers here at
home and around the world. That is
why the Farmers’ Almanac, in partnership with the American Farm
Bureau Federation, is searching
for three farmers or ranchers to be
recognized as “Farmers’ Almanac
Farmer of the Year.”
The contest, announced in the
special 200th Collector’s Edition
of the 2017 Farmers’ Almanac, will
recognize and share the dedication,
hard work and contributions farmers
make to our world and society. Stories of outstanding individuals who
work hard to bring food to our tables
are sought.
Farmers and ranchers who have
figured out how to keep their centuries-old, family-run farms alive and
thriving, as well as newcomers who
may have just started out in farming
or ranching, are encouraged to enter
the contest.
“How you’re innovative, how
you support your community and
how you’re an inspiration to others and a true leader in agriculture
all will be considered when selecting the honorees,” said Sarah Brown



Features Include:



• Patented dump feature - handle hay and dump materials from the comfort of your cab
• Independent arm action - move the arms separately or in tandem for easier bale retrieval
when stacked end to end
• Free-float arm system - unroll hay while maintaining full contact with the ground over
rough terrain, allowing even distribution of feed and reducing waste



Skyline Implement
2012 Skyline Dr.
Sheridan, WY 82801
(307) 672-0966

Dirkes, AFBF’s director of external
relations.
More specifically, when nominating someone (which could be
yourself) for the award, be sure to
include:
Supporting the Tradition: How
long has the nominee been in his or
her field? How did he or she get involved in agriculture and why?
Innovation in Agriculture: How
the nominee has embraced technology or new ways of farming and
ranching;
Community Involvement: How
the nominee has engaged his/her
community to support agriculture
and/or teach us more about farming
overall; and
Inspiration: How the nominee is
a true leader in agriculture and deserves to be recognized.
All nominations must be submitted online by Jan. 31, 2017, at FarmersAlmanac.com/FarmeroftheYear.
Three winners will be announced
in the 2018 Farmers’ Almanac and
will be offered reimbursement for
a one-year membership to the Farm
Bureau in their county of residence
and a lifetime subscription to the
Farmers’ Almanac. Each of their
stories will be featured in the pages of the 2018 Farmers’ Almanac
and on the FarmersAlmanac.com
web site.




Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation and
Wyoming Farm Bureau Young Farmers and Ranchers
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ATV Safety
By Sarah Falen, WyFB Intern
Farming and ranching are inherently dangerous jobs. There are
several occupational hazards that
are encountered every day. Among
these is the use of four wheelers. In
fact, in 2011, 12% of four wheel accidents happened in fields, pasture,
farmland, or ranch land and the
number is only rising.
Four wheeler accidents can occur
at any time. According to Donna
Somerkin (a writer for class brain)
the leading causes of four wheeler
accidents are inexperience, lack of
formal training, rider impairment,
excessive speed for road conditions, unbalanced loads, modifications to machine, improper maintenance, and poor judgement. There
were 385 deaths caused by four
wheeler accidents in 2014. Even
more disturbing is that one-third
of four wheeler deaths are children
under the age of 16.
Here are several tips to keep in
mind from the sources below, while
driving four wheelers to help avoid
an accident.
• Wear a helmet: This is a reactive safety measure to protect you
if you do crash. Helmets reduce the
risk of fatality by 42 percent.
• Engage the brakes before you
plan on stopping: four wheelers often have slow- reacting brakes so it
is imperative to make sure that you
have enough time to stop completely in time.

• Slow down when turning corners: Especially on slick or loose
gravel roads, it is easy to lose control of a four wheeler when the tires
are sliding across a slick surface.
• Be sure that you have the correct tires for the terrain: There are
different tires for both paved roads
and dirt roads and having the right
kind of tire for the area can prevent
accidents.
• Check the depth of water before
it is passed through: a sunk four
wheeler can damage the engine and
other inside workings.
• Wear eye protection: gravel is
often times kicked up when riding
a four wheeler.
• Wear other protective clothing: this includes long pants, toecovering shoes and shirts with
long sleeves. This will help protect
against road rash.
• Carry a communication device:
This is in case the four wheeler
breaks down and you are stranded.
• When going long distances,
carry a small gas can with you:
most four wheelers have a rack on
the back, making it easy to strap
small things to it.
• Supervise children under the
age of 16.
• Use common sense: Always
pay attention to where you are
going and make observation of
the surroundings so that you can
change the way you are driving accordingly.

To have additional questions answered or to learn
more, the following are four wheeler safety sources.
■ 10 Safety Tips When Riding An ATV. (n.d.). Retrieved
July 19, 2016, from http://www.
classbrain.com/artteenah/publish/
atv_safety_tips.shtml
■ ATV Safety Tips. (n.d.).
Retrieved July 19, 2016, from
https://web.amfam.com/learningcenter/my-car/atv-safety.asp#.
V45jBrgrLIUATV Safety, Kids
and ATVs, Safety Tips for ATVs.
(2013). Retrieved July 19, 2016,
from
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Senate Report Details Federal Overreach Under Clean Water Act
WASHINGTON, D.C., September 20, 2016 - “The Senate Committee on Environment and Public
Works released a report Sept. 20
that exposes the administration’s
reckless and unlawful actions in
enforcing the Clean Water Act. The
report shows in detail how the Environmental Protection Agency and
Army Corps of Engineers have used
an overly expansive interpretation of their authority
to regulate ‘waters of the
U.S.,’” American Farm Bureau Federation President
Zippy Duvall said in a statement.
“The case studies presented in the report reﬂect
the serious concerns we
have raised for more than
two years now: the new
‘Waters of the U.S.’ rule
takes the EPA’s and Corps’
longstanding regulatory
overreach and gives it a new
name. The agencies have
persistently and unlawfully
stretched the limited authority Congress gave them,
even to the point of regulating ordinary plowing, a
normal farming activity exempted by Congress. They
have even claimed authority to regulate tire ruts and
puddles found on the farm,”
He continued.
“The Waters of the U.S.
rule, now stayed in federal
court, will cement that lawless expansion of authority
unless Congress acts to stop

it,” Duvall said. “The time to rein in
these agencies is now.”
Duvall shared disturbing examples of agency staff overstepping
their authority. “One farmer is ordered to abandon his ﬁeld because
his ordinary plowing is declared a
violation of the Clean Water Act.
Another is told he must preserve
tire ruts caused by his own vehicle

as a wetland, never to disturb them
again. Still another farmer is ordered to abandon his plans to plant
fruit trees because he had not planted trees on his land before,” he said.
“Eleven senators last year wrote
to the EPA and Corps. They told
the agencies that they would watch
carefully how they implemented existing law, even before the WOTUS
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rule takes effect,” he continued.
“They told the agencies if they did
not provide clarity or eroded traditional exemptions, they could move
against the rule. This report is the
proof.”
“It’s time for the Senate to Ditch
the Rule,” Duvall concluded, urging
the Senate to once again take up S.
1140 at its earliest opportunity.
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Presidential Contenders Weigh
in on Agricultural Issues
WASHINGTON, D.C., September
23, 2016 - FBNews, the online/digital
newsletter of the American Farm Bureau Federation, this week began posting responses from the Democratic
and Republican presidential nominees on a range of issues that concern
farmers and ranchers the most. AFBF
asked Democratic nominee Hillary
Clinton and Republican nominee
Donald Trump the same questions.
Both candidates explained their positions on biotechnology, trade, immigration reform, regulatory reform,
food safety and more.
“The fact that the candidates took
the time in the middle of this very
competitive election season to go
into such detail in their responses

says a lot about the importance of
these issues and the farmers and
ranchers who care about them,”
said AFBF President Zippy Duvall.
“Each of these issues touches our
members at the farm and ranch level.
Being able to provide information
about the candidates’ platforms on
issues that are important to agriculture is something we do every presidential election cycle.”
While AFBF cannot endorse or
support a political candidate, the organization is providing the candidates’
positions to inform Farm Bureau
members and others.
FBNews signup is free at http://bit.
ly/fbnewssubscribe or view the newsletter at www.fbnews.fb.org

THE FUTURE
Nov. 10-12,
2016
OF
AGRITHE FUTURE
OF AGRICULTURE
CULTURE

Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation
Annual Meeting
Hilton Garden Inn in Laramie

The Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation believes in constitutional
government, competitive enterprise system, private property rights
and individual freedom.
www.wyfb.org
800.442.8325
Like us on Facebook!

EXCLUSIVE

$500

CASH
ALLOWANCE1

FOR ELIGIBLE FARM BUREAU MEMBERS.

HARVEST THIS REWARD.
To help members and to show our appreciation, we’re
offering a $500 private offer 1 toward the purchase or
lease of most 2016 and 2017 Chevrolet vehicles.

FARM BUREAU
1 Offer available through 5/31/17. Available on most 2016 and 2017 Chevrolet vehicles. Excludes 2016 Equinox L, Colorado 2SA and Spark EV; 2016 Malibu
and Traverse L models, Cruze Limited L, Spark, SS and City Express, and 2016 Chevrolet Cruze L model. This offer is not available with some other offers.
Only customers who have been active members of an eligible Farm Bureau for a minimum of 30 days will be eligible to receive a certificate. Customers
can obtain certificates at www.fbverify.com/gm. Farm Bureau and the FB logo are registered service marks of the American Farm Bureau Federation
and are used herein under license by General Motors.

