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2014 water outlook

By Kerin Clark
Snowpack in Wyoming translates to water. More snowpack
means a better outlook for farmers
and ranchers as they work to grow
and harvest food here in Wyoming.
Some people may complain about
the travel inconveniences of snow
and wish for warmer weather, but
if they only knew how important it
was to food production they might
think differently.
The “Monday Snow Report”
from the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) measures
the Snow Water Equivalent (SWE)
in Wyoming’s drainage basins. The
report shows the SWE as a percent
of average. SWEs tell how many
inches of water there would be if all
the snow melted.

The water outlook for the 2014
water year is greater than the year
before with all drainage basins reporting at above average levels.
The April 21, 2014 report shows
an increase from last year in the
statewide average. All basins except the Cheyenne Drainage Basin
show an increase in SWE average
levels from this time last year. The
Cheyenne Drainage Basin is still
positive at 141 percent of average
while at this time last year it was at
144 percent.
As of April 21, 2014, the state
average is 138 percent with a low
of 100 percent and a high of 165
percent of average. Here are the
percentages for each drainage basin as of April 21, 2014 and for
See ‘2014 water outlook’ page 6

Sharing Farm Bureau’s Work

The 2014 Wyoming FFA Convention Trade Show provided a fantastic opportunity to share with FFA members and guests that Farm Bureau is an
agriculture organization that works to protect private property rights and
help members achieve an equitable return on their investment. After hearing more about Farm Bureau, FFA members then learned about the opportunities and programs available through the Wyoming Farm Bureau and
the county Farm Bureaus. Farm Bureau’s YF&R program is a great next
step for FFA members in their journey of success in agriculture. Shown
here WyFB YF&R Committee Member and Campbell County Rancher Toni
Swartz talks to FFA members at the Trade Show. Kerin Clark photo.

The Cheyenne Stockyards - The livestock “hotel” with a history
Union Pacific (UP) Railroad to use for
cattle being shipped via rail, the Wyoming Livestock Board (WLB) first
leased the facility in 1978 under the
direction of then Wyoming State Veterinarian Dr. Swanson.
“Dr. Swanson contacted the head
UP Railroad office in Omaha to discuss leasing the stockyard facility, and
got a 5-year lease on the building and
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By Heather Hamilton-Maude
The Cheyenne stockyards has a
long history of providing temporary
boarding for countless livestock and
other animal species, but currently
faces an unknown future hinging on
whether the state decides to invest in
necessary improvements to the facility
or shut its doors permanently.
Originally built in 1930 for the
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grounds at a rate of $1/year. The purpose for leasing it was to help the state
of Wyoming in controlling Scabies in
cattle,” explains WLB Brand Recording Supervisor and Educational Outreach Coordinator Paula Bivens of
why the WLB had an interest in the
facility at the time.
Upon finalizing the lease, a dipping
vat was installed at the stockyard, enabling producers to treat their cattle for
Scabies as they were shipping. Two
trucks and the necessary chemicals
were also stored at the facility, and
were used to travel to ranches and treat
Scabies on-site.
“At the end of the 5-year lease we
renewed the lease. Then, in 1985 the
UP Railroad gave the stockyard’s 110
x 440 foot facility to the state of Wyoming but maintained ownership of the
6.2 acres of land, and we agreed to a
new lease of $1/year on the land at that
point,” says Bivens.
Treatment of Scabies eventually
transitioned to an injectable, eliminating the need for the dipping vat at the
stockyards. But, by that point the WLB
wanted to keep the facility because it
had steadily grown into a well-known
rest and water stop for livestock being

transported across the country.
Today, the WLB still leases the land
from the UP Railroad for $5,000/year.
The stockyards remain a heavily used
rest and water stop, in addition to providing temporary housing for rodeo
livestock during Cheyenne Frontier
Days and other major rodeo and equine
events throughout the year. It is one of
two Federally Approved shipment rest
and feed areas in the United States that
can allow the offloading of foreign livestock, and also serves as a temporary
housing location for animals seized by
the WLB and other law enforcement
agencies across Wyoming.
“The fact that the stockyards are literally at the junction of I-25 and I-80
serves the purpose of a rest and water
stop very handily for many people.
The building is large enough a semi
can drive down the center aisle, and it
houses 28 fairly big pens. We also have
a number of livestock runs outside, an
offloading chute, and two separate
quarantine pens that are cemented so
that we can sanitize them following the
holding of any quarantined animals,”
explains Wyoming Livestock Board
Interim Director Doug Miyamoto.
See ‘Cheyenne Stockyards’ page 11
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Water is utilized to produce food
By Ken Hamilton, WyFB Execuproduction. Very little food would
tive Vice President
be produced in an arid state like
At a recent presentaWyoming absent the use
tion I heard a water fact
of that water. That water is
mentioned along the
utilized to produce crops
lines that approximateeither for consumption dily 84 percent of the warectly by humans or inditer used in Wyoming
rectly by livestock which
is used by agriculture.
end up in the meat counter
I’ve heard these types
at the grocery store.
of figures before and
Another aspect of this
I’ve seen several antideals with the modern
agriculture type articles
concept of specialization.
Ken Hamilton
menti o n s o me th i n g
Several centuries ago men
similar. Of course, those groups had to be knowledgeable about a
make it sound like the agricultural whole host of things. The carpenter
community is just sucking up the not only had to know how to build a
water out of spite for other users.
house, but he also had to know how
However, I propose a better state- to cut the trees, saw the boards, lay
ment. Eighty-four percent of the the hearth and a whole host of other
water used in Wyoming is utilized items. As time went by the carpento produce food. That, in my opin- ter needed to know less about cution, puts things in a much different ting down and sawing up trees than
light. One which more clearly de- the sawyer. The carpenter would
fines the issue so non-agriculture rely upon the stone mason to lay the
folks can understand that the wa- hearth and probably called upon his
ter used for agriculture is going for friend the blacksmith to supply him
one thing and one thing only –food with nails etc.

Agriculture has advanced along
the same lines. Crop producers
have learned how to use water more
efficiently because as they practiced their art, they discovered that
certain techniques resulted in more
efficient use of water and tools such
as center pivots could provide a
better application of the water. Today, variable rate applications can
be targeted towards different soil
types to even more efficiently apply the water.
Let’s imagine then that the agricultural producer just went away.
Instead of building houses the carpenter would also have to learn how
to plant crops and/or raise livestock
in addition to his other duties. Instead of building several houses he
would more than likely only be able
to build one or perhaps two since
he would need to tend the crops. Of
course, since building houses would
be something he was good at and enjoyed, it would be doubtful he would
study the agricultural aspect and learn
the finer points so instead of decreas-

ing the use of water to grow food, the
opposite might likely occur.
More water would be used by the
carpenter to grow less food for him
and his family all the while keeping
him from doing something he was
truly good at; building houses.
At the end of the day those folks
who are good at growing crops
and/or livestock do a better job of
it than the carpenter would. The agriculture person would also grow
enough to feed the sawyer, the stone
mason and the blacksmith while using less water and resources than
any of those individuals.
So in the end, saying that agriculture consumes a majority of the
water in Wyoming is no more accurate than saying that carpenters consume a majority of the wood. Both
on their surface may be accurate but
both statements convey the wrong
concepts. Looking at the issue with
that different light; Eighty-four percent of the water used in Wyoming
is utilized to produce food and that
is good for us all.

Optimism: A Farmer’s Stock-in-Trade
By Bob Stallman, American Farm prices also are good. The sector is
Bureau Federation President
poised to see a positive supply and
When we think of
demand balance.
farmers we don’t necesOn the crops side,
sarily think of romanUSDA announced at the
tics, but don’t let their
end of March that farmers
typical reserve in showintend to plant nearly 92
ing emotions fool you.
million acres of corn this
A farmer’s heart skips a
year, even though prices
beat when he or she sees
have fallen. That is a drop
a newborn calf, the budfrom the last couple of
ding of fruit trees and the
years, but it would be the
sun rising higher each Bob Stallman
fifth-largest corn acreage
day.
since 1944. Soybean and
The Future’s So Bright
cotton plantings are set to increase,
Livestock producers face sun- and projected wheat plantings are
nier prospects than they have had in down just one percent from last
years. Cattle and hog prices are at year.
record highs. Milk, poultry and egg
There is reason to feel good

Calendar of Events
May
12-13 ...Joint Judiciary Interim Legislative Committee Meeting--Rawlins
16.........WyFB Charitable Contributions application deadline
28 ........WyFB Membership Committee Conference Call

June
2-3 .......Joint Revenue Interim Legislative Committee Meeting--Buffalo

July
15-17....AFBF Board Meeting and Council of Presidents Meeting—Washington, D.C.
17-18 ....Joint Judiciary Interim Legislative Committee Meeting—Newcastle

November

13-15 ...WyFB Annual Meeting—Holiday Inn in Sheridan

about the prognosis for agriculture
well beyond this year. The pace of
innovation in farming and ranching is tremendous. The application
of information technology promises
ongoing productivity gains.
Approvals of biotech traits, such
as new herbicide-resistant corn and
soybeans, are moving forward. Agricultural companies have as many
exciting products in the pipeline as
ever.
People may not think of high-tech
when they think of agriculture, but
they should.

Youth Isn’t Always Wasted on
the Young
Each year, Farm Bureau surveys
about 1,000 young farmers and
ranchers from across the country. In
March we released the 22nd annual
survey, which found that 91 percent
of young people in agriculture are
more optimistic about farming than
they were five years ago. An equal
percentage say they expect to be
lifelong farmers.
Just as promising, 88 percent say
they would like to see their children
See ‘Optimism’ page 3
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Membership Committee
conference call May 28
Membership quotas, review
of annual membership reports,
the changes to the GM member
benefit and more will be discussed on the Wyoming Farm
Bureau Membership Commit-

Optimism

tee conference call May 28 at
7 p.m.
Conference call details will
be sent to county presidents and
county membership secretaries.
Please mark your calendars.

Taco Casserole
Submitted by Judy Moline, Albany County
Ingredients:

From page 2

follow in their footsteps. That is reason
for all of us to feel hopeful, because the
nation will need new crops of farmers
and ranchers to keep growing our food.
Of course, we all lean toward a
feeling of optimism when we are
young and “invincible.” The possibilities seem endless; the threats,
easily conquered. However, farmers, even young ones, see things a
little differently. They are optimistic,
but they are also pragmatic. Even in
the spring, they remain mindful of
the challenges they face, such as the
growing list of federal regulations
that increase the cost and complexity of farming. Availability of labor,
water and—especially for younger

1 lb ground beef
1 (1 1/4 ounce) package taco seasoning

producers—land are also concerns.
Even so, farmers and ranchers of
all ages and types are looking across
the land as the weather warms and
the days lengthen, and they are
thinking that if the weather is right
their yields just might set a new record. If prices are good, they might
buy a few more acres or fix up the
old barn.
It takes hope and courage to begin
a new farming season in anticipation of a plentiful harvest and prices
good enough to sustain the farm and
the family for another year.
With credit (or apologies) to Alexander Pope: Hope springs eternal in
the heart of the farmer and rancher.

WE MAKE YOUR LIFE EASIER
LONG TERM RELATIONSHIPS • FLEXIBLE SOLUTIONS • UPTIME AVAILABILITY

1 (15 ounce) can refried beans
2 cups monterey jack cheese, divided
(or mixed cheddar)
1 cup salsa
2 green onions, chopped
1 (2 1/3 ounce) can sliced black olives
1 tomato, chopped
2 cups corn chips (coarsely crushed or
chopped)

Directions:
• Brown ground beef and drain.
• Add taco seasoning and cook due to
package directions, adding proper
amount of water.
• Put corn chips on bottom of 8x8” dish.
• Cook refried beans on stove until hot.
• Add 1 cup cheese and 1 cup salsa. Stir
until combined.
• Pour beans over corn chips in dish.
• Add beef to top of beans.
• Sprinkle remaining cheese over top.
• Sprinkle green onions and black olives
over cheese.
• Bake in a 375 degree oven until the
cheese is sufficiently melted.
• Take out of oven and sprinkle chopped
tomatoes on top. Wait 1-2 minutes and
then serve.

Please send your favorite SALAD recipes for the June issue. The deadline is
May 12. Email to dgiroux@wyfb.org or mail to: Dominique Giroux, WyFB, PO
Box 1348, Laramie, WY 82073.

__________
_crops

sweat
________
pride
________
commitment
______________
passion
___________
tough
_________

We are proud to carry the following lines of John Deere equipment: agricultural, golf
and sports turf, commercial mowing, utility vehicles and residential lawn and garden.

Please stop by and meet our experienced and knowledgeable staff to see what we can do to
MAKE YOUR LIFE EASIER.

CASPER STORE

4920 Lathrop Road, Casper, WY 82605
307-265-1870 • 800-359-0250
John Hornecker 307-247-0574 • Greg Becker 307-267-1091
Jeffery Holler 307-315-1699

RIVERTON STORE

10801 Hwy. 789, Riverton, WY 82520
307-856-4831 • 800-359-0229
Terry Hunt 307-247-3153
Dick McConnaughey 307-247-1568

THE ALL-NEW VIKING™ EPS 4X4.
In the real world there’s no time for rest. That’s why you need a Side x Side that’s above the rest: the all-new
Viking EPS 4X4, from Yamaha. Powerful. Rock solid. Seating for 3 full-size people. And so versatile, it tackles
everything from your 5am feed to your late night harvest – and everything in-between. Throw in a list of
class-leading, Yamaha-exclusive features as long as your workweek, and you’ve got the world’s ﬁrst and only
3-person SxS tough enough to be called a Yamaha.

CODY
MOUNTAIN VALLEY MOTORSPORTS
307-587-6218
www.mountainvalleymotorsports.com

DUBOIS
FULL THROTTLE POWERSPORTS
307-455-4045
www.fullthrottlepowersportsllc.com

RAWLINS
I-80 POWERSPORTS
307-324-6565
www.i80powersports.com

™

Shown with optional accessories. Always protect the environment and wear your seat belt, helmet, eye protection and protective clothing. Read the owner’s manual and the product warning
labels before operation. Speciﬁcations subject to change without notice. ©2013 Yamaha Motor Corporation. U.S.A. All rights reserved#YamahaViking.com
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Young Farmer and Rancher News
Ride for the Brand at FFA--next stop Farm Bureau
By Raenell Taylor, WyFB YF&R
State Chair
T h e Wy o m i n g F a r m B u reau Young Farmers & Ranchers
(YF&R) Committee presented a
leadership workshop on “Why Associations Matter” at the Wyoming
State FFA Convention on April 8,
2014. Approximately 75 Wyoming
FFA members actively participated
in our workshop.
“Ride for the Brand” was this
year’s theme for the FFA Convention, and this is such a wonderful
way to describe upcoming Wyoming agriculturalists in the FFA.
A brand is a unique mark that individually makes it your own, you
join that brand, then you ride for that
brand and protect it as if it was your
own brand. Whether your mark be
the FFA emblem or the Farm Bureau
(FB) logo, FFA and WyFB YF&R

are very similar groups that continually “Ride for the Brand.” YF&R is
the perfect next step for FFA members to be actively involved in the
agricultural industry after graduating from High School.
The Leadership workshop that
was presented by the YF&R on
“Why Associations Matter,” was an
excellent opportunity to show FFA
members why it is important to be
a part of a large group, organization
or association so that your voice can
be heard. Your voice is that much
smaller as an individual, but as one
unified voice being supported by an
organization such as Farm Bureau,
your voice can finally be heard. Upton FFA Advisor, Mr. Shane Buchholz summarized the workshop best,
“Awesome presentation, my students learned so much and I’m sure
they’re members in the making!”

WyFB YF&R State Chair Raenell Taylor, of Hulett, speaks with FFA members during the Wyoming Farm Bureau leadership workshops at the State FFA Convention.
Taylor was joined by fellow committee member Toni Swartz in leading the workshops on why it is important to get involved in agriculture leadership and issues.
Kerin Clark photo.

A look back at the start of “Ag Books for Kids”

W YOMING F ARM B UREAU
WHERE BELONGING MAKES A DIFFERENCE

#IRCLE $ #ORPORATION
• Flatbed Trailers
• Livestock Trailers
• Low Proﬁle Equipment Trailers
• Horse & Stock Combo Trailers
• Flatbeds For Pickups & 1 Ton Trucks • Multipurpose Trailers
While at the Wyoming FFA State Convention, YF&R members visited with Jennifer Womack, Wyoming FFA Foundation Executive Director. Over 10 years ago, Jennifer presented an idea to the WyFB YF&R
Committee. At the time her young children came home with library
books that were less than favorable to agriculture and she thought something should be done to put accurate agriculture books into the libraries.
Through brainstorming and idea sharing, the Wyoming Farm Bureau
Young Farmer & Rancher “Ag Books for Kids” program was soon started. 2014 marks the tenth year of the program; this year over 400 nonfiction agriculture books were donated to elementary school libraries
and public libraries by the county Farm Bureaus. The grassroots action
of Farm Bureau is at work in many ways! Thank you to Jennifer for the
idea and to the many volunteers along the way who have contributed to
the program’s success in educating Wyoming school children about the
importance of agriculture! Shown from left to right: Jennifer Womack;
Raenell Taylor, WyFB YF&R State Chair; Toni Swartz, WyFB YF&R
Committee Member; and Kerin Clark, WyFB YF&R Coordinator.

“American Made Since 1987”
Hillsboro, KS 67063

Call for a dealer near you!

800-526-0939
www.circle-dtrailers.com

Farm Bureau members...you can now sign-up to receive
FBNews, the official e-newsletter of the
American Farm Bureau Federation.
Visit

fb.org

to subscribe via your e-mail address.
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Farm Bureau Tells Members to ‘Ditch’ EPA Water Rule
WASHINGTON, D.C., April 22,
2014–The American Farm Bureau
Federation asked its members to resist
a proposed rule from the Environmental Protection Agency that it says will
impose unworkable regulations on the
nation’s farms.
Published April 21 in the Federal
Register, the more-than-111,000-word
“Waters of the U.S.” proposed rule
reflects the EPA’s latest interpretation
of the 1972 Clean Water Act. The rule
could ultimately lead to the unlawful
expansion of federal regulation to cover routine farming and ranching practices as well as other common private
land uses, such as building homes.
“This rule is an end run around congressional intent and rulings by the
U.S. Supreme Court, alike,” AFBF
President Bob Stallman said. “Congress and the courts have both said
that the 50 states, not EPA, have power
to decide how farming and other land
uses should be restricted. It’s time to
ditch this rule.”
Among other things, the rule would
expand federal control over land features such as ditches and areas of agricultural land that are wet only during
storms.
EPA says its new rule clarifies the
scope of the Clean Water Act. Howev-

er, EPA’s “clarification” is achieved by
categorically classifying most water
features and even dry land as “waters
of the United States.”
If carried out, Farm Bureau says,
ordinary field work, fence construction
or even planting could require a federal permit. The result will be a wave of
new regulation or outright prohibitions
on routine farming practices and other
land uses.
“Congress, not federal agencies,
writes the laws of the land,” Stallman
said. “When Congress wrote the Clean
Water Act, it clearly intended for the
law to apply to navigable waters. Is a
small ditch navigable? Is a stock pond
navigable? We really don’t think so,
and Farm Bureau members are going
to be sending that message.”
EPA contends that an entire set of
exemptions will protect many farmers
from the burdensome new rule. But
Stallman counters that those exemptions will only apply to farming that
has been ongoing since the 1970s,
not new or expanded farms. Even for
those farms, the exemptions do not
cover weed control, fertilizer use or
other common farm practices. The
already narrow exemptions, Stallman
said, have existed for years but have
been further narrowed by EPA guid-

ance issued simultaneously with the
proposed rule.
“The EPA exemptions offer no
meaningful protection for the hundreds of thousands of farmers and
ranchers whose operations and livelihoods are threatened by this expansion
of EPA’s regulatory reach,” Stallman
said. “EPA and the Army Corps of
Engineers have said the WOTUS rule

provides clarity and certainty. The only
thing that is clear and certain is that,
under this rule, it will be more difficult
for private landowners to farm and
ranch, build homes or make changes
to the land—even if the changes that
landowners propose would benefit the
environment. This is pure and simply
wrong, and it is why we need to ditch
the rule.”

Senate confirms Kornze as BLM Director
By Kerin Clark
The United States Senate on April
8 confirmed the nomination of Neil
Kornze as director of the Bureau of
Land Management (BLM) by a 7128 vote. United States Senator Mike
Enzi and United States Senator John
Barrasso both voted against confirming Neil Kornze as Director of
the Bureau of Land Management.
According to Senator Enzi’s
Press Secretary Dan Head, Senator Enzi believes that Kornze lacks
experience in public lands management that is a critical part of the job
he is assuming. “The Senator also
has concerns with Kornze’s involvement in the withdrawal of lands
from multiple use and for creating
uncertainty for oil and gas producers, as well as our agriculture com-

munity,” Head explained.
“The public land use decisions
made by the BLM have a direct impact on jobs and Wyoming’s economy. That’s why it’s so important that
any Director of the BLM meet the
qualifications set forth under federal
law—specifically, ‘a broad background and substantial experience
in public land and natural resource
management’,” stated United States
Senator John Barrasso.
“During Mr. Kornze’s confirmation
hearing, I highlighted my concerns
with his overwhelming lack of experience,” Senator Barrasso continued. “I
voted against his nomination because
I believe he failed to show he had the
necessary qualifications to lead this
critically important agency.”
See ‘BLM Director’ page 7
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How Does
SumaGroulx Work?
With SumaGroulx, SumaGrow Inside, you can expect to cut fertilizer cost at least 50%
in the ﬁrst year, up to 100% the second year, while enjoying 5%-35% yield increase.
Conventional Method
Without SumaGroulx

SumaGroulx can
be used in four
ways:
1. At planting time
2. As a foliar feed
3. As a means of
breaking down
residual material
after harvest
4. Fall application
strengthens the root
system on alfalfa,
winter wheat and
grasses to avoid
winter kill!

Increase
Yield From

20% +

Matt Raymond of Livingston Farm Services in Fowlerville, Mich., used SumaGroulx on his hay crop in 2012. SumaGroulx
was not applied until after the ﬁrst cut. The total of the ﬁeld was 20 acres and the hay was pretty much dead, so he
decided to try SumaGroulx on just 6 acres to see what would happen and the hay jumped back to life in about 10 days.
Mr. Raymond ended up getting a cutting off of it at 22 bales per acre. He was totally amazed at what SumaGroulx could
do and plans on using it again.
Matt Raymond
Livingston Farm Services
Fowlerville, Mich.
May 29, 2013

Benefits:

Why
Dry?

SumaGroulx can be used for better water inﬁltration. Back in ﬁeld sooner.

RRR Supply Inc.



CASEͲIH$300Ͳ$500DISCOUNT

• Increase Carbon
Sequestation
• Prevents Fertilization runoff
• Reduces Soil Erosion
• Converts Bound Soil
Nutrients into Available
Nutrients
• Better Stress Tolerance
Drought, Transplant & Wind
• Better Water Retention
• Builds Soil Organic Matter
• Increases Plant Nutrient
Levels - Brix - Chlorophyll
- Proteins & Minerals

Call: (800) 547-6859 for more
Information and testimonials
www.sumagroulx.com
www.rrrsupply.com
Fax: 989-659-2694

2014 water outlook
From page 1

comparison the percentages from April 21, 2013:
Snake River:
142 percent (2013 101 percent)
Madison:
117 percent (2013 94 percent)
Yellowstone:
152 percent (2013 99 percent)
Wind River:
117 percent (2013 92 percent)
Bighorn Basin:
151 percent (2013 105 percent)
Shoshone River:
148 percent (2013 96 percent)
Powder:
165 percent (2013 113 percent)
Tongue:
151 percent (2013 92 percent)
Belle Fourche:
*Data is suspect
Cheyenne:
141 percent (2013 144 percent)
Upper N. Platte:
125 percent (2013 97 percent)
Sweetwater:
100 percent (2013 72 percent)
Lower N. Platte:
125 percent (2013 93 percent)
Laramie:
144 percent (2013 104 percent)
S. Platte:
176 percent (2013 131 percent)
Little Snake River:
122 percent (2013 100 percent)
Upper Green:
159 percent (2013 93 percent)
Lower Green:
124 percent (2013 120 percent)
Upper Bear:
107 percent (2013 99 percent)
Reservoir Storage
107 percent. The Buffalo Bill ReserAccording to the April 1, 2014 voir on the Shoshone is above averWyoming Basin Outlook report, res- age at 129 percent. Reservoirs in the
ervoir storage is at 93 percent of av- Belle Fourche and Cheyenne River
erage for the entire state. The report Basins are above average at 139 and
shows that reservoir storage across 114 percent, respectively. Reservoirs
the state varies widely.
on the Lower North Platte River are
The report summarizes reservoir below average at 80 percent. Reserstorage as the following: “Reservoirs voirs on the Green River are below
in the Wind River Basin are above average at 97 percent.”
average at 117 percent. Reservoirs
Information compiled from data at
on the Big Horn are above average at www.wrds.uwyo.edu/wrds/nrcs/.

Exclusive Farm Bureau Member Savings!

VisithƩps://www.ĩverify.com/case
CHEVROLET,BUICK&GMC
$500DISCOUNT

New & Improved, Stackable GM Bonus Cash Offered to

GotohƩps://www.ĩverify.com/GM
CHOICEHOTELS
MemberID:00209880 
WYNDHAMHOTELS&RESORTS
MemberID:8000004324 
PCCONNECTION
www.pcconnecƟon.com/WFBF
AVISCARRENTAL
AWD#A298850
HERTZRENTALS
CDP#:1773460
PRESCRIPTIONDISCOUNTPROGRAM
Visitwyĩ.orgtosignup
GRAINGERSUPPLIES
Save10%onallproductsbothinͲstore
andonline.
BELTONE

Wyoming FB Members 
Farm Bureau is pleased to announce that a new FB
Member Advantage! “Bonus Cash” program with General
Motors is available to members, effective immediately. While
the $500 discount on the purchase or lease of a new GM car or
truck is the same, the ability to stack the offer with one other
private offer is new.
This Bonus Cash offer can be stacked with all other offers
available to eligible Farm Bureau members, such as
Owner Loyalty (discounted employee, dealership employee and
supplier pricing is excluded). Additionally, members are
eligible 30 days after becoming a member – a reduction from
the previous 60-day eligibility requirement. The $500 “Bonus
Cash” offer can be used on the purchase or lease of all 2013,
2014 and 2015 Chevrolet, Buick and GMC models without
exclusions in states that participate in the GM program.
Members should log on to fbverify.com/gm where eligibility
will be confirmed once a members enters his/her membership
number and zip code. A certificate will be made available
online that must be printed and taken to the dealership of choice
for presentation to the sales person.

15%oī.Call800–BELTONE
OFFICEDEPOT
Visit“BeneĮts&Membership”tabatwyĩ.org

ForaddiƟonalinformaƟonandafulllistofotherFarmBureaumember
beneĮts,visitwww.wyĩ.orgorcall1Ͳ800Ͳ442Ͳ8325.
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BLM Director
According to Senator Barrasso’s
office, the President’s last nominee
to head up the BLM, Bob Abbey,
had over 30 years of experience
in land and natural resource management prior to his nomination.
His predecessor, Jim Caswell also
had over 30 years of experience
in land and natural resource management prior to his nomination.
In contrast, Mr. Kornze spent less
than three years at the BLM and no
time at any other land management
agency.
Kornze has led the BLM since
March 1, 2013, as Principal Deputy Director, overseeing its conservation, outdoor recreation and energy development programs. Prior

Page 7
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to this role, Kornze served as the
BLM’s Acting Deputy Director for
Policy and Programs since October 2011.
According to the Agency’s news
release, he joined the agency in
January 2011 as a Senior Advisor
to the Director and has worked on
a range of issues, including renewable and conventional energy development, transmission siting and
conservation policy. He also has
been active in tribal consultation,
especially regarding oil, gas and
renewable energy development in
Indian Country. Before joining the
BLM, Kornze was a Senior Policy
Advisor to Senate Majority Leader
Harry Reid, working on renewable

energy, mining, water, outdoor
recreation, rural development and
wildlife conservation issues.
The Agency’s news release continued, the BLM has an annual
budget of $1.1 billion and 10,250
employees who are to carry out a
multiple-use and sustained yield
mission to sustain the health, diversity and productivity of the public
lands – mostly in 12 western states.
The BLM administers the National System of Public Lands, which
encompasses about 13 percent of
the total land surface of the United
States and more than 40 percent
of all land managed by the federal
government. BLM also manages
700 million acres of sub-surface

mineral estate across the nation.
Ryan Yates, Western Issues Specialist for the American Farm Bureau Federation, said he will urge
Kornze to focus on the importance
of the multiple-use mandate and
respect of state and water rights. “I
look forward to working with Neil
in his new position and emphasizing the importance that BLM adhere to Congress’s instructions that
the agency follow its multiple-use
mandate, cooperate with public
land livestock permittees, and respect state and private water rights
developed by a lessee on federal
land,” said Ryan Yates, American
Farm Bureau Federation Director
of Congressional Relations.

WyFB provides comments on FDA rules for animal feed
By Kerin Clark
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) published proposed rules
to develop preventive controls for
food for animal consumption. “These
rules will increase the cost of doing
business for persons involved in manufacturing animal feed,” wrote Brett
Moline, WyFB Director of Government and Public Affairs, in written
comments to the FDA. “We suggest

these rules not be adopted. Implementing yet another set of rules, rules
that will not accomplish the desired
outcomes, but will be another added
cost to business and increase the size
of government.”
Moline emphasized that many of
the suggested rule additions are already done by those who manufacture
animal feed. “To stay in business by
producing a dependable safe product,

manufacturers must follow good protocol,” Moline wrote.
The example of contaminated dog
food was used as reasoning for the
proposed rules. “One must remember
that dog food was not manufactured in
this country,” He said. “The dog food
in question was imported from another
country, which will not be affected by
these rules.”
While WyFB opposes adoption of

these regulations, the organization offered specific comments on the proposed rule should they be adopted.
The rules provide options for
whom or what should be exempt
from these proposed rules. “WyFB
suggests the annual sales value for
very small business should be Option 3, Total Annual Sales of less
than $2.5 million,” Moline said.

See ‘FDA rules’ page 9

STOP IN!

CALL TODAY!

(307) 634-1511
1-888-HALLADAY
(Toll Free)

MON-FRI: 8:30AM-6:00PM
SATURDAY: 8:30AM-5:00PM

GMC
TRUCK
CENTER

2100 Westland Road
Cheyenne, WY 82001

1. According to your vehicle’s recommended maintenance schedule for up to two years or 24,000 miles, whichever comes ﬁrst. Does not include
air ﬁlters. Covers six oil changes for gasoline engines and four oil changes for diesel. Extra charge may apply for dual rear wheel tire rotations.
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Wyoming Classifieds
NOTICE
CLASSIFIED POLICY:
1) Wyoming Farm Bureau members
are entitled to free classified advertising in this publication for the purpose
of selling items they grow or make
themselves, selling used machinery or
household items, for posting wanted
advertising. Real estate sales not included. Each member family is entitled to two (2) free ads per month,
for 3 months, of up to 40 words each.
Member ads will be accepted by mail
at PO Box 685, Torrington, WY 82240
or e-mail to kclark@wyfb.org. Please
include member’s name and county.
2) Non-Wyoming Farm Bureau
members and WyFB members acting
as agents or dealers of products produced outside the member’s family
may purchase commercial classified
advertising at $0.50 per word, at a
minimum of $5.00 per ad. Discounts:
5% for 4 to 9 insertions, 10% for 10
or more insertions. Commercial ads
must be submitted in writing, and an
agreement regarding payment must be
made between Farm Bureau and the
advertiser.
DEADLINE:
Ads should be received by the 3rd
Tuesday of the month in order to appear
in the next month’s issue. Advertisers
are asked to check your ad and report
any errors. Contact: Email kclark@
wyfb.org or call 307.532.2002. Paid
ads must be mailed, typed or neatly

WYOMING
LIVESTOCK

printed, together with any payment
due, to Wyoming Agriculture, Farm
Bureau, P.O. Box 685, Torrington,
WY 82240. Free ads must be resubmitted by mail or e-mail after running
three months. Ads for which there is
payment due will run according to
agreement between Wyoming Farm
Bureau and the advertiser. Advance
payment is preferred for first-time advertisers.
NOTE:
The appearance of any ad in Wyoming Agriculture does not constitute
an endorsement or approval of the
product or service offered. The advertiser is liable for content of the
advertisement and any claims arising
therefrom against this publication.
The Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation reserves the right to refuse any
advertising not considered in keeping
with its publication’s standards.

1996 TRACKER DEEP ProV
BOAT. 60 H.P. mercury motor. 6
H.P. Johnson Kicker=52 lb. Trust Motor. Over $3,000 of extras and fishing
gear. $7,000 for all. Cal 307.283.2629
at Sundance.
FOUR NEW 25 FT. ALUMINUM LIGHT POLES with lights.
Can be used solar or AC electric
power. $3,000 OoBO. PHONE
307.856.9055.
CATTLE GUARDS: One 8x12
for $75 and one 7x8 that is a little beat
up for $25. Also a Fergeuson 2-bottom plow, $200. Located in Lander,
307.349.2471.

MISCELLANEOUS
PLASTIC SADDLES AND RELATED PLASTIC EQUIPMENT
made by “The All Western Plastics

ROUNDUP

Wyoming's only weekly publication devoted to
agriculture, the Wyoming Livestock Roundup
reaches the majority of the state's agricultural
producers. We have subscribers from Jackson to
Pine Bluffs and from Hulett to Evanston.
Every major livestock auction and implement dealer
in the state regularly advertises in the Roundup.
Advertising rates and subscriptions can be
obtained by calling 800-967-1647 or 307-234-2700.

REAL ESTATE
MODERN 2 BR. LOG HOME
with guest house, garage, walk-in
cooler and freezer on 80 acres in MT
near Tongue River, north of Ashland,
307.682.9668 or 406.784.6198.

W YOMING
F ARM B UREAU

New Members

EQUIPMENT
JOHN DEERE 67 LOADER
FOR JD750 TRACTOR. Has 60”
bucket and forks. Also includes all
brackets and hydraulics for a 750 tractor. $1200, Richard Baumann, Lander,
349.2471.
2005 BRIGGS AND STRATON
GENERATOR EXL 8000 watt 13500
starting watt. This unit has about 110
hours. Richard Holm 57 Khadafy Skoal
Road Gillette Wy 82718 307.689.3793
$800.00 or best offer.

Co.”, Lusk, Wyoming (Circa 19461949). The Plastic Company made
bridles, halters, breast collars, martingales and laraits. Also wanted photos
and information. “Future Book” Tom
Harrower 307.432.0404.
K
WYOMING LIVESTOCK
R
BRAND FOR SALE. $950 OR
OFFER. Call Philip Whisler,
916.786.8391 or 916.698.8391 or
email at: 6wabipas@comcast.net.

ALBANY COUNTY

Laurel Austin, Laramie; Richard Wild,
Laramie; Jason Robison, Laramie;
Cherie Beard, Laramie

BIG HORN COUNTY

Jeff Miller, Greybull

CAMPBELL COUNTY

Hannah Sharp, Gillette; Jennifer Liston,
Gillette; Melissa Elkins, Gillette; Bryant
Edwards, Gillette; Timothy Braunagel,
Gillette; Ryan Becker, Gillette; Ronald
Watson, Gillette

CROOK COUNTY

Garret Tescher, Oshoto; Shawn Martin,
Devils Tower; Trevor Olson, Sundance;
David Bannister, Sundance

FREMONT COUNTY

Carol Childers, Riverton; James Crouch,
Riverton

GOSHEN COUNTY

Tracy Hort, Torrington; Silvia Anaya,
Torrington; Earl Yorges, Torrington; Kody
Mcclun, Torrington; William Logemann,
Douglas; Jerry Keeran, Torrington;
Chelsea Buckhaults, Torrington; David
Kelly, Torrington; Leonard Redding,
Chugwater; Shaina Starr, Cheyenne;
Scott Perkins, Richmond; Garry Reese,
Torrington; Tim Wilson, Lingle

HOT SPRINGS COUNTY

NATRONA COUNTY

Becky Moncur, Casper; Tamara Walsh,
Casper

PARK COUNTY

Cody Wagner, Cody; John Brence,
Powell; Abram Graham, Powell; Curt
Scott, Powell; Linda Foskett, Cody;
Alyxandra Georgius, Powell; Neal
Eastman, Powell; Bridget Gallagher,
Clark; Gerald Muething, Cody; Paul
Hessenthaler, Cody; Pepper Morrison,
Powell

PLATTE COUNTY

Register Cliff Ranch, Guernsey;
Bernard Mcguire, Wheatland; Kerry
Powers, Wheatland; Melissa Shockley,
Wheatland; Jon Lewis, Wheatland; Alex
Schwindt, Wheatland; Bartolo Lopez,
Wheatland

SHERIDAN COUNTY

David Berry, Sheridan; Patrick Akers,
Sheridan; Gerald Vine, Sheridan

SUBLETTE COUNTY

Michele Byerly, Labarge; Nancy
Espenscheid,
Big
Piney;
Fred
Archambault, Big Oiney

TETON COUNTY

Frank Sansone, Pomano Beach

UINTA COUNTY

Mary Jane Nettles, Thermopolis;
Amanda Moeller, Thermopolis

Jim Thompson, Lyman; Mark Brown,
Thayne; Leroy Knight, Evanston; James
Saxton, Evanston

Loren Rives, Buffalo; William Shaffer,
Sheridan; John Macey, Story

Mona Weaver, Worland; Corey Brown,
Worland

Mark Nelson, Cheyenne; David Willms,
Cheyenne; David Browder, Carpenter

Tim Kessler, Newcastle; Jill Pischke,
Newcastle

JOHNSON COUNTY
LARAMIE COUNTY

WASHAKIE COUNTY
WESTON COUNTY



Visit www.wyfb.org for Facebook links to
Wyoming Farm Bureau
and
WyFB Young Farmers and Ranchers
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“We suggest this same amount for
low-risk, on-farm activities.”
WyFB strongly objects to the
proposed requirement to make the
required records available for public disclosure. “These records will
have confidential information on
each business which must be kept
private,” Moline wrote. “Having the
required records as documented by
the FDA would suffice to show the
business is in compliance.”
“Making the records publicly
available offers no advantage,” He
continued.
The proposal also asked the question on whether food for animals and
humans should be aggregated. “Our
stance is they should not be aggregated,” Moline said. “Standards for
human food should be different than
animal feed.”
Moline stated that the definition
of “reasonably foreseeable hazard”
is too broad. “As used, the hazard
could be interpreted to include something that happens in another country, such as China, and would have
a ‘reasonable’ chance of happening
here, when existing protocols would
prevent that occurrence,” He said.
Regarding the definition of
“small business”, the FDA defines it

as having less than 500 employees
which WyFB says is not acceptable.
“Would a person working as little as
10 hours a week count towards the
total? What would count and what
would not count,” Moline asked.
Moline requested the definition
be based on a facility and not the total business. “Defining by the total
business could include all activities
of the business, even if part of the
business has no relationship to animal food,” He wrote.
In the area of the rules that proposed Hazard Analysis, WyFB
pointed out that some aspects of
Hazard Analysis are already in place
at the federal level and would be redundant. “This section of the rules
would increase costs and accomplish little,” Moline said. “Firms
already do this because of liability
associated with doing business. This
proposal would simply require another set of paperwork, inspections,
etc. to document what is already being done.”
WyFB opposes the implementation of these rules. Should these
rules be implemented, significant
changes need to be made to the final
rule so it is not completely unworkable for producers.

“I keep a jar of Steuart’s Pain Formula by my
bed and reach for it at night when my knee pain
ﬂares up. It knocks the pain right out,” says Mike
Marsden of Mabel, Minn. Marsden’s been using
Steuart’s Pain Formula for about 4 years and says
he’s constantly recommending it to other people.
Steuart Laboratories originally developed
Steuart’s Pain Formula for race horses. Over the
years, it has gained a following for treating other
animals and humans.
Rickey D Snow of Hood, CA says “I hurt my
shoulder January 18th, 2013 and had constant
pain through the middle of March-doctors could
do nothing. Within 10 minutes of applying Pain
Formula, the pain was completely gone”.
The cream contains extract of the herbs comfrey
and arnica in a liposome base that penetrates the
skin rapidly, says Gary Steuart, who founded the
company in 1982. “People now use the product
to relieve joint and muscle pain associated with
arthritis and injuries,” Steuart says.
Rose Johnson of Hazleton, Iowa, uses
Steuart’s Pain Formula to relieve the tissue pain
caused by ﬁbromyalgia, a disorder characterized
by widespread pain and tenderness in joints,
muscles, tendons, and other soft tissues. In
addition to pain relief from Steuart’s Pain
Formula, she appreciates that the product causes
no side effects.
Joel Sloan of Mabel was familiar with Steuart’s
Pain Formula because he used it regularly for
treating dairy cows with mastitis. “It really helped
the cows because it causes a heat action and gets
the blood ﬂowing in the udder,” he says.
When Sloan was recovering from hernia
surgery several years ago, his bowel and urinary
function slowed down. “I rubbed some on my

Mike Marsden uses Steuart’s Pain Formula
whenever his knee pain ﬂares up.

abdomen and in 20 min., I could feel the product
working and my bowel and urinary function
were restored. The pain was gone.”
Warren Ward of Pemberton, Minn., says his
knees ached so terrible at night that he couldn’t
get to sleep without taking painkillers. “An
orthopedic surgeon told me both my knees were
shot, I had bone rubbing on bone, and I needed
knee-replacement surgery. Then someone told
me about Steuart’s Pain Formula. I started using
it and in three days I had no pain in my knees, I
went right to sleep at night, and I haven’t taken a
pain killer since.
“I like Steuart’s product because there’s no
odor, it doesn’t stain your clothes, and you don’t
feel a thing when you apply it. It’s an excellent
product and I know it works,” Ward says.
Steuart’s ﬁrst product – an udder ointment
containing comfrey – was introduced in 1982.
Today, the company manufactures and markets
more than a dozen herbal and natural-oil healing
and pain products for both human and animal
use.
Contact: Steuart Laboratories, 203 Main St.,
Mabel, MN 55954 (ph 507-493-5516; 877-2109664; www.steuartlaboratories.com).
2 oz. Pain Formula: $14.99
5 oz. Pain Formula: $29.90
Shipping or Mailing: $8/order

Quality, Affordable Travel since 1967!

Panama Canal Cruise

Hawaii Four-Island

& Rose Parade Tour

Agricultural Tour

Amazing Scenery

Discover Paradise

21 days from $2299*

13 days from $1999*

Departs December 29, 2014. Fly into the “City of Angels” that includes a
full city tour of Los Angeles, Hollywood and Beverly Hills. Attend YMT’s
own VIP presentation on the history and traditions of the Rose Parade,
plus an exclusive, pre-parade, after
public hours, float building and
viewing at the Rosemont Pavilion
with included dinner. Then on
Thursday, January 1, 2015, observe
the 126th Rose Parade from
your reserved YMT grand stand
seats! The following day, depart
for Central California and travel the
breathtaking Pacific Coast Highway.
Visit Santa Barbara and its Camino
Real Mission; Wine Country and the
Danish Village of Solvang. Travel to San Pedro where you will embark on
Norwegian Cruise Line’s Star. Enjoy “freestyle” cruising as you sail to
ports in: Cabo San Lucas, Puerto Vallarta, Huatulco, Puerto Chiapas in
Mexico; Puntarenas, Costa Rica, a scenic journey through
the Panama Canal, where you will also see Gatun Lake
and the Gaillard Cut and Cartagena, Colombia.

Departs Wednesdays and Fridays in January 2015. Discover the natural
wonders and breathtaking scenery as you visit the four main islands of Oahu,
Kauai, Maui and Hawaii. Enjoy sightseeing of all the major highlights plus
additional, special sightseeing for
those in the Agricultural industry. You
will also be accompanied throughout
by one of our friendly Polynesian Tour
Directors, who add a unique cultural
perspective to your tour experience.

*
PPDO. Based on inside stateroom (Cat. IF), upgrades available. Plus $299 tax/service/
government fees. Add-on airfare available.

Highlights: Honolulu, world-famous
Waikiki Beach, Pearl Harbor, USS
Arizona Memorial, Punchbowl Crater,
Wailua River Boat Cruise, romantic
Fern Grotto, Steel Grass Farm
(bamboo, vanilla and cacao), Maui Gold Pineapple Plantation, stunning
Iao Valley, Old Whaling Capital of Lahaina, Macadamia Nut Factory, Orchid
Nursery, Volcanoes National Park, Thurston’s Lava Tube, Natural Energy
Laboratory of Hawaii, Mountain Thunder Coffee Plantation and much more.
Includes: a flower lei aloha greeting, quality hotels, inter-island flights, baggage
handling, tour director, special events & escorted sightseeing.
*PPDO. Plus $199 tax/service/government fees. Add-on airfare available.

Call for Details!
888-817-9538

Tra
with vel
o
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WyFB comments to BLM and Forest Service on sage-grouse
By Kerin Clark
“Farm Bureau members have a long
standing policy of support for multiple
use of federal lands,” Ken Hamilton,
Wyoming Farm Bureau (WyFB) Executive Vice President, said. “They
also support the use of federal lands
for production of food and fiber.”
“Given the need for additional
food production to support the ex-

panded human population throughout the world; we believe the Agencies should support increased food
production on these same lands,” He
continued.
These were the opening remarks in
Wyoming Farm Bureau (WyFB) comments to the Bureau of Land Management and Forest Service regarding the
Wyoming Greater Sage-Grouse Draft

PRESENTING A PRIVATE OFFER FOR
FARM BUREAU MEMBERS

$500
ON TOP OF MOST CURRENT OFFERS1

Offer available through 6/30/14. Available on all 2014 and 2015 Chevrolet, Buick and GMC vehicles.
This offer available with all other offers, excluding discounted pricing (employee, dealership employee
and supplier pricing). Only customers who have been active members of an eligible Farm Bureau for a
minimum of 30 days will be eligible to receive a certiﬁcate. Customers can obtain certiﬁcates at www.
fbverify.com/gm. Farm Bureau and the FB logo are registered service marks of the American Farm
Bureau Federation and are used herein under license by General Motors.

CHEYENNE
HALLADAY MOTORS BUICK/GMC
307-634-1511
www.halladaymotors.com

GILLETTE
WHITE'S FRONTIER MOTORS
307-682-8851
www.whitesfrontier.net

National Grassland and Bridger-Teton
and Medicine Bow National Forests
Land Use Plans.
“These members utilize the federal
lands for forage as part of their operations,” Hamilton wrote. “The management of these areas will impact our
members.”
Document observations
WyFB comments pointed out three
general observations regarding the document. First, the
document is supposed to be
about the Wyoming Greater
Sage-Grouse, but numerous
pages are dedicated to other
topics. “The document fails
to correlate these extraneous
items to the needs of the analysis on sage-grouse impacts,”
Hamilton wrote. “Given the
significant volume of information and the limited amount of
time allowed to analyze and
comment, this extraneous material serves to divert the public’s attention away from sagegrouse. We are puzzled as to
why the document would seek
to do this.”
Second, the document offers speculation rather than
facts. “This does not serve the
purpose of NEPA, which is to
offer land use decision makers
information to make informed
decisions regarding possible
alternatives,” Hamilton continued.
Third, the document offers
two alternatives with similar
management and environmental outcomes. “Again in
an effort to identify viable alternatives and eliminate significant volumes of repetitive
information it would seem
logical to combine these two
alternatives into one alternative,” Hamilton wrote. “Additionally, these two alternatives
(Alternatives B and C) offered
appear to violate the Multiple
Use Sustained Yield Act of
providing multiple use on federal lands.”
Document specific areas
WyFB addressed many
specific details in the 17 pages
of comments to the Agency.
According to WyFB comments, one of the greatest
concerns not answered in the
Draft LUPA and Draft EIS
is whether livestock grazing
will be considered a surfacedisturbing activity. “By placROCK SPRINGS
ing grazing into a surfaceWHISLER CHEVROLET COMPANY
disturbing category an entirely
307-362-5677
different management regime
www.whislerchevy.com

Land Use Plan Amendment (LUPA)
and Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). Hamilton emphasized that
Wyoming Farm Bureau members actively produce food throughout the
area addressed by the Draft LUPA and
Draft EIS. These documents are for
the Rawlins, Rock Springs, Kemmerer, Pinedale, Casper and Newcastle
RMPs; as well as the Thunder Basin

POWELL
GARVIN MOTORS, INC.
307-754-5743
www.garvinmotors.com

See ‘WyFB comments’ page 12
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Cheyenne Stockyards
Users of the stockyards pay a usage
fee, and work with a local citizen who
has a contract lease from the WLB to run
the facility.
“The person with the contract is responsible for the daily operations of
the stockyards, in addition to purchasing hay and feed. It is not seen as a big
money-making venture for someone, but
as more of a part time thing
for someone who enjoys such
work and would like to make
a little extra income,” notes
Miyamoto, adding the WLB
does provide its own feed for
seized animals.
During the establishment
of each contract, whoever is
hired is also required to invest
in maintenance or improvements of the facility. The
current contract stipulates a
maintenance investment of
$1,000. While seemingly
a lot, as those in agriculture
know $1,000 does not afford for many updates, and
the lack of additional investments in the facility’s upkeep
are starting to show.
“Although the stockyards
remain a very good, secure
facility, the fact is that it also
has electric and plumbing
that has far outlived their
expected lifespans, and are
antiquated and in need of updating. The facility’s interior
is in exceptional shape for its
age, but the exterior is tin and
also in dire need of replacement. We are at the point
where we need to determine
if we would like to invest in
those repairs and updates, or
if we do not want to put any
more money into the facility
and would rather eliminate
it and utilize other means for
housing animals seized by
law enforcement entities,”
explains WLB Law Enforcement Investigator Jimmy
Siler of the current crossroads
the stockyards is at.
The decision is still in the
premature stages, with Miyamoto planning to provide an
update on the topic at the late
April meeting of the Joint Ag
Committee in Worland. He
also began discussions with
other state agencies of interest, and suspects the issue
will ultimately be reviewed
as a proposal for the State
Building Commission.
“Ideally, the WLB would
like to have the ability to continue serving the purposes the

From page 1

stockyard currently fulfills. The decision
is whether it is more advantageous to
invest the money into the current stockyards to make it viable in the future, or
to take a different approach,” says Miyamoto, adding that many staff at the WLB
hold a sentimental attachment to the
stockyards, and hope to see the facility
rejuvenated for future use.

In addition to providing a location
to temporarily house animals,
the stockyards also provides a
meeting place for a variety of local horse activities and the option for owners to stay overnight
in their vehicle while housing
their animals. Among the stockyards most memorable guests were a few
head of elephants who spent the night in early 2014. Due to the size of the
facility, it can and has provided a temporary rest stop for a variety of animal
species beyond its most common horse, cattle, sheep and hog occupants.
Photo courtesy of Wyoming Livestock Board.

Here’s to bringing up the sun.
Here’s to muddy boots and grease-stained hands.
Here’s to caring for this great land.

Here’s to protecting what you live for.
We’re proud of our agricultural roots, and proud to be the insurance company so
many families rely on to protect them from the unexpected. Here’s to protecting
you, your family and your future.

www.fbfs.com
FB10 (4-13)
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WyFB comments
emerges, with considerations
for density disturbance calculations and reclamation
actions would be required,”
Hamilton said. “Since most
grazing operators have never
considered themselves as being in that type of category the
management changes would
be significant.”
Depending on whether
grazing was treated as a surface-disturbance or not would
make the economic analysis entirely wrong, Hamilton
noted.
The Wyoming Farm Bu-

reau pointed out there is a
difference between the Draft
LUPA and EIS’ consideration
of grazing on sage-grouse versus the Governor’s Executive
Order (EO) 2013-3. “There
seems to be a disconnect between the Agencies members
on the Wyoming Sage Grouse
Implementation Team (SGIT)
which helped develop and
refine the Executive Order
and the document authors,”
Hamilton wrote. “If the Agencies are not going to rely upon
information from the EO and
SGIT, then that needs con-

GARIEHENRY’S
AND KARENTO
HENRY
TH
CELEBRATE
50
TO CELEBRATE 50TH
ANNIVERSARY
ANNIVERSARY
The family of Garie & Karen
Henry would like to invite all of
their Farm Bureau Friends to
come celebrate Garie & Karen’s
50th wedding anniversary.
The open house will be held
from 5 to 8 pm on Friday May
30th, 2014, at Saint Helen’s
Parish Hall on Highway 30 in
Fort Bridger, WY.
No gifts please! Your presence is
the best present possible. If
you’re unable to attend & would
like, you can send a card to
PO Box 70 Robertson, WY 82944
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veyed to the Governor and the
rest of the SGIT.”
“Statements in the document about grazing directly
contradict the actions of Wyoming to conserve sage-grouse,
leading one to wonder why
the State has spent so much
time and effort on this process,” He continued.
For example, the executive
summary discusses livestock
grazing as a threat to sagegrouse, yet the Governor’s
Executive Order specifically
addresses livestock grazing as
a de minimis activity on sage
grouse. “Given the role the
EO has played and the close
coordination between the state
and the United States Fish and
Wildlife Service on this item,
it would appear the Agencies
are ignoring the recognition
by FWS of grazing impacts
to sage-grouse,” Hamilton
wrote.
“We recommend this section be amended to accurately
reflect current actions,” He
continued.
“Historically sage-grouse
numbers were significantly
higher during times when

more livestock AUMs
were utilizing federal
lands than in the past
20 or so years,” Ham“There seems to be a disilton added. “It would
connect between the Agencies
certainly be worthmembers on the Wyoming Sage
while to see why this
Grouse Implementation Team
was the case.”
(SGIT) which helped develop
An additional conand refine the Executive Order
cern in the document
and the document authors. If
relates to predator im- the Agencies are not going to
pact. “The document rely upon information from the
acknowledges that EO and SGIT, then that needs
predators can impact conveyed to the Governor and
sage-grouse popula- the rest of the SGIT. Statements
tions, but the neces- in the document about grazing
sary process to address directly contradict the actions
these impacts is not of Wyoming to conserve sagediscussed,” Hamilton grouse, leading one to wonwrote.
der why the State has spent so
There were many much time and effort on this
other specific details process.” — Ken Hamilton,
and areas of concern WyFB Executive Vice President
in the document which
had about 1,500 pages.
According to WyFB
shows a great disconnect,”
comments, the misstatements, Hamilton concluded. Addiopinions and speculative tionally, the effort to remove
statements leads to a credibil- livestock as a multiple use in
ity issue for the entire docu- the plan area violates many
ment.
statutes.”
“The contradictions beThe Record of Decision on
tween the Agencies and the this issue is expected to be reGovernor’s Executive Order leased Sept. 30, 2014.
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