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Recent storms increase snowpack
The drainage with the highest
SWE with reliable data is Powder
with 117% of average. The Belle
Fourche (300%) and the South
Platte (129%) drainages have few
reporting stations, making the high
percentages suspect.
Reservoir Storage as of March
31, 2013
Current storage levels of Wyoming reservoirs is not as rosy as the
state’s snow pack. Only one drainage reports a higher percentage of
capacity in 2013 as in 2012. Last
year, the Madison-Gallatin drainage was at 62% of capacity while in
2013 this drainage is at 73%.
Several drainages are within five
percentage points of last year’s
storage level. Bighorn River Basin
is at 69% as compared to 74% last
year. The Shoshone River Basin is
at 66% in 2013, 4% lower than last
year. The Tongue River Basin is 1%
lower this year at 68%. The largest
drop is in the Sweetwater River Basin. Pathfinder has dropped from
84% of capacity in 2012 to 42% in
2013.
While Wyoming’s SWE appears
to be adequate to supply irrigation
water at this time, many factors will
influence how fast the snow pack
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By Brett Moline
Wyoming’s snow pack has increased tremendously in the last two
weeks. From 4/12/13 to 4/22/13,
snow pack in every drainage in Wyoming has increased. According to
information compiled by the Natural Resource Conservation Service
(NRCS), on 4/12/13, the weighted
state average for snow water equivalent (SWE) was 77 percent. After
pretty much state-wide snow, the
state average SWE as of 4/22/13
amounted to 100%. This compares
very well with a 66% average on
4/22/12.
The only drainage to decrease
from 4/15/13 to 4/22/13 was the
Madison Drainage.
The lowest drainage SWE in the
state is the Sweetwater Drainage
at 81% of normal. Nine Wyoming
drainages are below normal:, Madison (94%), Wind River (93%), Shoshone (98%), Tongue (99%), Upper
North Platte (97%), Sweetwater
(81%), Lower North Platte (93%),
Little Snake River (98%), and the
Upper Green (92%). These are all
4/22/13 estimates. The 4/22/13
SWE levels are higher for each of
these drainages except for the Madison and the Shoshone.
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April snowstorms provide needed moisture….
Ranchers and farmers across Wyoming were relieved in April to see
moisture on the ground even if it meant getting stuck while feeding.
The snowstorms during April provided much needed relief to the dry
conditions that persisted this winter. Photo by Heather Hamilton,
Double H Photography.
will melt. Temperature will be a
large driving force. A cool spring
will facilitate a slower melting of the
snow, reducing the flood potential

and enhance late season irrigation
water. Warm temperatures accompanied with rain will cause a faster
snow melt.

“Today’s Ag: Friend of Wildlife”
“There are
a lot of places
in the state of
Wyoming that
if it wasn’t for
agriculture we
would not enjoy the abundance and
diversity of
wildlife that
we enjoy today.”—Scott Talbott, Wyoming Game and Fish Department Director.
Director Talbott was the featured speaker at the April 22 “Today’s
Ag: Friend of Wildlife” dinner held in Laramie. The dinner was presented by many partners including the Albany County Farm Bureau.
Ranchers invite business and community members to enjoy dinner and
learn more about agriculture and the issues that impact the industry.
Over 300 people attended the event. Photo by Alexa Kennedy, Albany
County.
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Will American end up Our Food is Safer than Ever
with an emperor?
By Ken Hamilton, WyFB Executive out that the Environmental ProtecVice President
tion Agency’s (EPA) war on coal is
Will America end up with an em- not something that is occurring beperor? After our founding
cause EPA has taken on
fathers came together to
new authority. Instead,
create our current form of
the Agency is merely exgovernment Ben Franklin
ercising authority Conwas asked by an acquaingress provided in amendtance what type of govments to the Clean Air Act
ernment they had created.
in 1990. The provisions
He told the individual that
placed into the law gave
they had given America a
the executive branch sigRepublic and then added,
nificant and broad author“if you can keep it.” We
ity; which EPA has graduKen Hamilton
have long held to the beally been implementing
lief that our representative form of since that time. By providing the exgovernment has stood us well for ecutive branch these broad authoriover 200 years and few would want ties, Congress ceded its authority to
to move away from that form, but a the executive branch and the judireview of history shows us that such cial branch. If the executive branch
forms of government are the excep- doesn’t act in accordance with the
tion instead of the rule. The ancient law, then a law suit is filed and the
Greeks and the Romans who pro- judicial branch steps in, looks at
vided our forefathers with some of the law and rules that the executive
the inspiration for our current form branch must implement the law.
of government both succumbed to The game then becomes one bemore totalitarian forms of govern- tween the executive branch and the
ment. Those governments utilized judicial branch. Congress has effecthe techniques all such forms of gov- tively been taken out of the picture.
ernment have utilized for many mil- While Congress may try to influence
lennium – that of force to achieve its actions by the agencies, in a closely
goals. Those that control the force divided Congress, it becomes an excan make those less strong individu- ercise in futility since neither side
als bend to their will and generally has the necessary votes to change
life for those individuals is less than the law thus allowing the executive
ideal.
branch to continue to increase their
Those historical governments regulatory hold over everyday life.
didn’t transition from an elected
Sometimes these laws are delibform of government to another all erately designed by Congress to be
at once. Instead, the transition was broad and at other times we see the
gradual and brought about by the executive branch push the boundarfolks who were in charge. There is ies of laws. An article in the April
some evidence this is happening edition of the Wyoming Resource
here in America today and only time Alliance newsletter discussed the
will provide a clear answer.
incongruity of the executive branch
In an article by Richard Gordon implementing budget reductions
of the Cato Institute, Gordon points
See ‘America’ page 10

Calendar of Events
May
6-7 .....Joint Agriculture, Public Lands and Water Legislative Interim Committee Meeting--Powell
13-14 .Joint Judiciary Legislative Interim Committee Meeting--Jackson
17.......WyFB Charitable Contributions application deadline
31 ......WyFB Membership Committee Meeting—Ramada Plaza in Casper
31.......WyFB Board Meeting—Ramada Plaza in Casper

June
3-4.....Joint Revenue Legislative Interim Committee Meeting

July
8-11 ...AFBF Board Meeting—Washington, D.C.

November
14-16..WyFB Annual Meeting—Hilton Garden Inn in Laramie

By Bob Stallman, American Farm
ers have the same desire as other
Bureau Federation President
consumers to have a safe, abundant
Summertime is almost upon us. and affordable food supply. And
For most Americans, the
they also have an imporwarmer weather brings
tant economic interest bepicnics in the park, BBQs
cause the demand for their
and grilling out with
products is determined by
family and friends. It
consumer confidence.
also brings the increased
Shouting from the
chance for foodborne illRooftop
ness to occur if safe food
Many people don’t realpreparation and handling
ize that there are five fedis not given full attention.
eral agencies that adminisBecause food safety is Bob Stallman
ter at least 30 laws related
such an important issue to
to food safety. Through
farmers, we’ve worked hard to ensure this intense federal oversight, the
that the food that reaches your table is level of food safety testing has also
safe. Thanks to voluntary farmer-led dramatically increased. And, just as
initiatives, strict government monitor- important, consumer education on
ing and consumer food safety educa- food safety is on the uptick.
tion, foodborne illness has dropped
Even though contamination of
drastically in the last 100 years.
food can occur at any stage in food
Not Just Lip Service
production, a high level of foodAccording to a recent Centers for borne illness is caused by foods imDisease Control and Prevention re- properly prepared or mishandled at
port, our food is safer than ever. The home or in restaurants. To counter
number of foodborne disease out- this, Farm Bureaus across the counbreaks in 2009-2010 declined 32 try are educating consumers to enpercent compared with the preceding hance their food safety knowledge.
five years. Some of the credit for this And it’s working!
can be attributed to the Food Safety
According to Dr. Richard RayModernization Act, which was signed mond, former undersecretary for food
into law in 2011. This law aims to co- safety at the Agriculture Department,
operatively improve food safety by the CDC report is cause for celebrabuilding on existing systems already tion. “You should be able to stand on
in place in the private sector.
top of the building and say ‘hey look,
Before the FSMA was passed, ap- (the agriculture) industry is doing a
proximately 72 million Americans great job, consumers are doing a great
fell sick due to a foodborne illness job of listening to the safe handling
every year. Within a week after the and proper cooking messages…and
FSMA was signed into law, those restaurants and other people that cook
numbers were adjusted to 48 mil- our food are doing a better job.’”
lion. Significantly, foodborne illSo, go on and enjoy your burgers
nesses now only touch 9.4 million and chops, deviled eggs and fresh
people yearly.
salad this summer knowing that
Farmers take seriously their re- your food is safer than ever. And,
sponsibility of growing safe food maybe even have a steak for me
and that’s not just lip service. Farm- while you’re at it.
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Hamilton’s EAJA column printed in Congressional Record
“I commend Ken (Hamilton)
for highlighting the apparent inequality and abuse of the so-called
Equal Access to Justice Act,”
United States Senator John Barrasso (R-Wyo.) stated on the floor
of the United States Senate. “This
is one of the reasons I plan to continue fighting for real transparency
regarding which groups are receiving EAJA payments, why they are
receiving it, and how much money—taxpayer money—is being
given away.”
Senator Barrasso spoke on
April 10, 2013 to have an article
written by Wyoming Farm Bureau

Federation Executive Vice President Ken Hamilton printed in the
Congressional Record. The article
titled “Equal Access to Justice for
a Few,” printed in the April 2013
issue of Wyoming Agriculture.
Visit www.wyfb.org to view the
Congressional Record page featuring Hamilton’s article (Click
on the “Special Focus” link in
the right column). The article can
also be read under the “NewsCenter/Farm Bureau Views” tab
at www.wyfb.org
Barrasso stated: “Mr. President,
while we continue to fight for increased transparency with regards

to the Equal Access to Justice Act,
one thing is already clear—the
Federal Government is picking
winners and losers. Mr. Hamilton calls this a ‘cozy appearance
between the groups who sue the
Federal Government and the desire by the government to help
pay their way.’”
He continued: “Since 2011, the
Justice Department has been actively arguing over an EAJA claim
of approximately $36,000 to a
group that supported wolf delisting
when the same Justice Department
agreed to send $380,000 to environmental groups opposed to the

Today’s Ag: Friend of Wildlife

By Kerin Clark
“There are a lot of places in the
state of Wyoming that if it wasn’t for
agriculture we would not enjoy the
abundance and diversity of wildlife
that we enjoy today,” Scott Talbott,
Wyoming Game and Fish Department Director, said at the April 22
“Today’s Ag: Friend of Wildlife” dinner in Laramie.
The dinner was presented by many
partners including the Albany County
Farm Bureau. Ranchers invite business and community members to enjoy dinner and learn more about agriculture and the issues that impact the
industry. Over 300 people attended
the event.
Talbott was the featured speaker;
he has worked for the Wyoming
Game & Fish Department for 28
years. He began by sharing three
things he has learned from people
who visit Wyoming for the first time.
“First, they are amazed by the abundance and diversity of wildlife,” Talbott said. “They talk about a lot of
different wildlife, a lot that we take
for granted. There is no place people
can see wildlife like they can here in
Wyoming.”
“Second, they talk about our wide
open spaces,” He continued. “They
are simply amazed at this place we
call home.”
“Third, they talk about cowboys,”
Talbott said. “They talk about our
way of life in Wyoming, our friendliness, honesty, integrity and the one
thing that really amazes them is our
sense of community.”
Talbott emphasized the Wyoming
Game & Fish Department (WG&FD)
is mandated to “provide an adequate
and flexible system for control, propagation, management, protection and
regulation of all Wyoming wildlife.”
Talbott addressed three wildlife
areas; elk management, grizzly bears
and wolves.
Elk management overview
“In the Northwestern portion of

the state, we are seeing segments of
those herds decline fairly noticeably
in the last seven years,” He said. “In
the Eastern part of the state we are
primarily over herd objective.”
According to Talbott, cow/calf ratios in some areas of the Eastern side
of the state are at record levels with
a ratio of 60 calves per 100 cows.
“That makes elk populations grow
fairly rapidly. Put that in contrast to
a segment of the Jackson elk herd
where we are looking at about nine
calves per 100 cows,” He explained.
“We use hunters to manage elk to
the best of our ability,” Talbott stated.
“Clearly, access is key in obtaining
adequate harvest in some areas. Recently with the blessing of the Legislature; the Wyoming Game & Fish
Commission was able to issue more
licenses per hunter.”
Talbott explained the benefits of
the Hunt Management Coordinator
Program that began in 2010. “This
past year we started a HMC on (hunt
areas 5 and 6) Iron Mountain and
1,000 hunters harvested an additional
300 elk in that area,” He said. “That
is over double the cow/calf harvest in
that hunt area.”
According to Talbott, 2012 was
a record elk harvest in Wyoming.
There were 26,365 total elk harvested in 2012 and of that 14,716 were
cow elk.
Talbott explained Wyoming has
had a damage program since 1939.
“We work with landowners to evaluate, mitigate and prevent damage
from big game and trophy animals,”
Talbott said. “We spent almost one
million dollars in preventing damage (last year) by providing stackyard materials, hazing elk on private
lands, etc.”
“The Department remains committed and focused on mitigating big
game damage to private property,
working with landowners to address
their concerns, and working hard to
increase elk harvest in areas with

over-objective elk populations,” He
said.
Grizzly bears
“We have spent an incredible
amount of time, effort and money
on the delisting and management
of grizzly bears,” Talbott said. “We
spend $2 million a year managing
grizzly bears.”
“Our commitment with the United
States Fish and Wildlife Service is
that we keep 25 radio collars on female grizzly bears so we can look
at survivability and life history,” He
said. “Grizzly bears are different than
black bears in that they have a slower
reproductive cycle, but they live for a
long time. It is not uncommon to exceed 25 years of age. They also have
a high caloric demand.”
Talbott explained because the grizzly
bear is listed as an endangered species
there is an Interagency Grizzly Bear
Committee and Study Team which
oversees the policy of grizzly bear management in North America. Talbott is
chair for the next two years. “My plan is
in hopes of moving delisting forward as
rapidly as possible,” He said.
“We had the grizzly bear delisted
for about 18 months in 2007-08,” He
stated. “Immediately upon delisting
there were lawsuits. We prevailed
in all but one of those lawsuits and
that was on the habitat assessment for
white bark pine. An environmental
organization sued and said we could
not do an adequate assessment on
white bark pine.”
According to Talbott, the white
bark pine assessment is nearly completed and an answer is expected in
October of this year. “We feel very
strongly they should be delisted,”
Talbott emphasized. “The original
recovery goal was 500 bears. We estimate population now around 1,200
bears.”
“Our commitment to the public
was that we would manage grizzly
bears in an area,” Talbott explained.
“In the last few years, we have seen

Visit www.wyfb.org to view
the Congressional Record page
featuring Hamilton’s article
(Click on the “Special Focus”
link in the right column). The
article can also be read under
the “NewsCenter/Farm Bureau
Views” tab at www.wyfb.org

delisting of wolves.”
“Based on these facts I would
have to agree with Ken’s conclusion that ‘the Equal Access to Justice Act is being applied less than
equally by the Federal Government,’” Barrasso concluded.

grizzlies in Ralston in a barley field,
we have documented them eight
miles west of Lander, we have documented several grizzlies in the Wyoming Range, and eight miles west of
Big Piney.”
“Their abundance and distribution
in Wyoming continues to expand
while they are listed,” He said.
Gray wolf management
Wyoming must maintain 10 breeding pairs and 100 wolves outside of
Yellowstone National Park. “On Oct.
1, gray wolves were delisted and we
had our first hunting season in Wyoming,” Talbott explained. “The season closed on Dec. 31 and to our best
estimate after the hunting season we
have 170 wolves and 15 breeding
pairs.”
For the 2012 wolf season, Wyoming sold 4,492 wolf licenses and
generated $112,932. Forty-one
wolves were harvested. “For perspective, this is about an $890,000
program and of course we are liable
for damage to livestock by wolves in
the trophy game areas,” He said.
“Twenty-six wolves were taken in
the predator area of the state. Should
you harvest a wolf in Wyoming you
must, by law, report that take to the
WGFD,” He continued.
Talbott emphasized wolves travel
long distances. According to Talbott,
one wolf tracked via GPS traveled
over 3,000 miles in nine months. Her
journey took her into four different
states.
“We will continue to take a conservative approach on wolf management knowing if we fall below 10
breeding pairs and 100 wolves they
will be relisted,” Talbott said. “From
the Department’s perspective we see
absolutely no advantage of having
any animal in Wyoming listed as an
endangered species.”
“We are confident we can do a
much better job managing those animals than the federal government
can,” He concluded.
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Young Farmer and Rancher News
YF&R Committee shares Farm Bureau opportunities with FFA
By Kerin Clark
“Talking to the FFA members was
a great experience! Not only did they
get to learn more about Farm Bureau
and YF&R, but we got to learn more
about them, their involvement in agriculture, and the things they enjoy,”
said Kailey Barlow, Sublette County, Southwest District representative on the WyFB Young Farmer &
Rancher (YF&R) Committee. “The
competitive drive and leadership
experience FFA members have will
provide them with numerous opportunities as they continue down their
different paths.”
The Wyoming Farm Bureau
YF&R Committee participated in
the Wyoming FFA Convention on
April 9, 2013 in Cheyenne. The
YF&R Committee presented two
sessions of the workshop “Your
Future with Agriculture Leadership
and Issues” and had a booth during
the trade show.
“It was such an honor to return
to the Wyoming FFA State Convention as a presenter for the Wyoming
Farm Bureau Young Farmers and
Ranchers,” Holly Kennedy, Albany County, said. “Without the FFA
and the Farm Bureau I would not
be where I am today!” Kennedy is
a Central District representative on
the WyFB YF&R Committee.
During the YF&R workshops, FFA
members explored the founding principles of Farm Bureau. FFA members
also compared what they like about
FFA to what they like about Farm
Bureau’s YF&R program and the op-

portunities available in the future of
agriculture leadership. Many similarities were noted between FFA opportunities and opportunities available
through the WyFB YF&R program.
Those similarities included: 1) learning and being involved with agriculture issues; 2) meeting new people/
networking; 3) competitions; 4) travel and national conferences; and 5)
having a voice.
The YF&R Committee shared
personal experiences about Farm
Bureau’s YF&R program and the
opportunities and leadership training they have received by getting
involved. At the conclusion of the
workshop, FFA members were challenged to write down a goal they
have for being involved in agriculture leadership in the future.
“The day was a great learning
experience for both the Wyoming
YF&R committee members and
FFA members,” Kolter Schuebel,
Park County, said. “It is great to
see that the future of agriculture is
very bright.” Schuebel is a Northwest District Representative on the
WyFB YF&R Committee.
Participating in the state FFA Convention provided a great opportunity
to visit with FFA members and friends
about the work Farm Bureau does to
keep agriculture strong. Congratulations to all of the FFA members who
participated in the convention. There
are many different aspects to being
involved in agriculture leadership
and we wish you the best in your future endeavors.

WyFB YF&R Committee Member Holly Kennedy helps lead a workshop during the Wyoming FFA Convention. The YF&R Committee
presented two sessions of the workshop “Your Future with Agriculture Leadership and Issues.” Kerin Clark photo.

The Wyoming Farm Bureau booth at the Wyoming FFA Convention
Trade Show. Kailey Barlow and Kolter Schuebel, WyFB YF&R Committee Members, visit with FFA members about Farm Bureau and
the YF&R program. Kerin Clark photo.

The Next Real Estate Bubble: Farmland
By Blake Hurst
This article reprinted from The American magazine, a publication of the American Enterprise
Institute. Web address: www.american.com.
Farmers have been taking on mounting debt,
creating an unsustainable increase in land prices
and risking a crash that would ripple through our
economy.
Eeyore should have been a farmer. It’s almost impossible to find a farmer happy about his situation.
The weather’s too hot, cold, wet, or dry, and prices are too low or too high, depending on whether
we’re buying or selling. We can’t, at least in front of
our peers, admit to prosperity or even the chance of
prosperity. Although we’d never admit it at the local coffee shop, the last few years have been good,
at least for Midwestern grain farmers. Prices have
been strong — strong enough to make up for much
of the production lost to last year’s drought. That’s
terrible news for livestock producers, who’ve been
faced with drought-damaged pastures and high feed
costs, but for farmers producing corn and soybeans,
it has been a profitable few years.

Farmers have cash, and nowhere to invest it but
farmland. Farmers largely ignore equities, as they
tend to balance the inherent risk in farming by investing in what they perceive as less risky places.
We aren’t dumb, however, and have figured out
that it’s a losing game to invest in bonds or CDs at
rates less than inflation while we’re in tax brackets
we never even knew existed.
So, farmland prices are booming. Land prices in
the heart of the Corn Belt have increased at a double-digit rate in six of the last seven years. According to Federal Reserve studies, farmland prices
were up 15 percent last year in the most productive
part of the Corn Belt, and 26 percent in the western Corn Belt and high plains. Closer to home, a
neighbor planning his estate had an appraisal done
in 2010 and again in late 2012. In that two-year period, the value of his farm had doubled. According
to Iowa State economist Mike Duffy, Iowa land
selling for $2,275 per acre a decade ago is now at
$8,700 per acre. A farm recently sold in Iowa for
$21,900 per acre.
Although much of the increase in land prices

has been driven by well-financed farmers and outside investors (many paying a large portion of the
purchase price in cash), there are disturbing trends
occurring on farm balance sheets. The Kansas
Farm Management Association reports that debtto-equity ratios are highest in large farms, which
have over a million dollars in sales. Although the
debt-to-asset ratio is low even in the largest farms
in Kansas, it’s higher than it was in 1979, shortly
before the farmland crash of the eighties. As former home owners in Las Vegas and Southern California can attest, equity can melt away in a hurry.
A debt-to-asset ratio of 30 percent can enter dangerous territory with a land price drop of 50 percent, which sounds like a lot, until you remember
that is a price level last seen only 24 months ago in
much of the Midwest.
The number of farmers in the Kansas survey
with a 40 percent debt-to-asset ratio is higher now
than it was in 1979, and those farms with a debtto-asset ratio of over 70 percent are three times as
numerous today.
See ‘Real Estate Bubble’ page 5
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Brucellosis update
By Brett Moline
Two elk harvested in the Bighorn
Mountains have tested seropositive
for brucellosis. These elk were harvested in Area 40, on the West side
of the Bighorn Mountains. A total
of 25 samples were examined and
two, one cow and one bull, tested
positive. At this point, it cannot be
proven the elk had brucellosis, but
the elk had been exposed. It is also
not known where for certain the elk
had been located previously. The
herd unit the elk are believed to be a
part of spends time on both sides of
the Bighorn Mountains.
What does this mean for cattle
producers surrounding the Bighorn
Mountains?
This discovery does increase the
risk factor for livestock producers
on both sides of the Bighorn Mountains. However, at this point, the
Wyoming Livestock Board (WLSB)
has no intentions of expanding
the Designated Surveillance Area
(DSA). The WLSB is suggesting
ranchers operating on the East and
West sides of the Bighorn Mountains have cull cows tested for brucellosis. Funding from the State to

the WLSB cannot be used to pay
back producers for the cost of testing. At the next WSLB meeting, it
will be recommended to the board
that federal funding be available to
pay for testing outside the DSA.
The WLSB is also recommending
producers have any abortions tested,
if recovered. Finding brucellosis in
never a good thing, but catching it
early is better than later.
An additional recommendation
is to contact the Wyoming Game
and Fish should elk be found commingling with cattle. This is especially important during the abortion/
calving season from mid-February
through mid-June.
The Wyoming Game and Fish
will supply sampling material to all
elk hunters hunting in the Bighorn
Mountains. The more data gathered
will help decide how large an issue
this is.
At this point, no restrictions have
been placed on Wyoming cattle
moving from the Bighorn Mountain
area. Other states are aware of the
findings in this area.
Contact the WLSB at 307.777.6443
for more information.

Real Estate Bubble
We farmers should be more sophisticated than the average subprime borrower and more risk averse
than startup investors in the 1990s.
After all, we manage multi-million
dollar businesses, and since the average age of farmers is near 60, most
of us are survivors of the agricultural asset crash of the early 1980s.
In 1981, the average price of farmland in Iowa was $2,147 per acre; by
1986, the average farm brought $787
an acre. That period was the formative experience of my farming career,
and one I would not wish to repeat.
According to a recent article in the
USA Today, a third of Iowa’s farmers
left the industry during that crash.
In a population thus inoculated,
we ought not to catch the fever again.
It is a mark of the few investment
choices left to farmers that we’ve so
eagerly contributed to this unsustainable increase in land prices. We know
better, we know it’s likely to end badly, but we don’t feel that we have an
alternative.
A personal admission here. We
bought our neighbor’s farm a couple
of years ago. Yes, I know better, but
we’ve had our eye on that farm for a
generation.
Interest rates are low because the
Federal Reserve believes that low interest rates are the best way to help
heal an ailing economy, or at least
the best tool available to the Federal

From page 4

Reserve. Our economy is so fragile
and our major banks so tenuously financed that the Fed thinks it has no
choice but to risk a repeat of the early
1980s bubble in farmland, the 1990s
tech boom, and the recent housing
market bust.
A cynic might also notice that low
interest rates are extremely important
to large borrowers, and the largest of
all borrowers is the federal government. Need an example of the impact that an increase in the interest
rate will have on the federal budget?
The sequester — which has caused
the White House to cut tours, is increasing lines at airports, and means
that Yellowstone National Park will
open later than normal this spring —
requires budget cuts of around $85
billion. Even a 1 percent increase
in the interest rate would eventually
increase federal borrowing costs by
$160 billion annually; more normal
borrowing costs are around 5 percent.
We can argue over what economic
policy works best, but the one thing
we can be sure of is this: the federal
government and the Federal Reserve
are not working with a scalpel, but
rather performing surgery on the
economy with a chain saw. No one
should expect our present monetary
policy to be unwound in such a manner that farmland prices can be gently
slowed to a more sustainable path —
See ‘Real Estate Bubble’ page 6

DeLoyd
Quarberg
July 2, 1941 – April 18, 2013
DeLoyd Quarberg, 71, of Thermopolis unexpectedly made his way
to Cowboy Heaven on Thursday, April
18, 2013.
DeLoyd was born in Mondovi, Wis.
on July 2, 1941 to Royce and Irene (Seehawer) Quarberg. He was raised on a
dairy farm in Gilmanton, Wis. DeLoyd
attended Gilman Valley Grade School
(a one-room schoolhouse) through the
eighth grade and then graduated from
Gilmanton High School in 1959. He
enjoyed track and field and participated
in 4-H.
DeLoyd’s career in law enforcement began in 1963 when he joined the
Racine Police Department. He was assigned to various walking beats in Racine (no radios - just call boxes) where
he was instructed to call in on either the
hour or half-hour so the desk sergeant
would know he was still alive. DeLoyd
was promoted to detective and joined
the Narcotic and Intelligence Unit.
During the early years, DeLoyd
joined the Racine Police Department
Shooting Team and won many individual championships and team championships.
He left the Racine Police Department in 1972 to continue his career in
Wyoming working as a Special Agent
for the Wyoming Division of Criminal
Investigation (DCI). In 1978, DeLoyd
left DCI as the Deputy Director and
moved to Thermopolis to serve as the
Undersheriff to the late Vince Hayes.
On May 29, 1982, DeLoyd married
Lorraine Wilson in Cheyenne, Wyoming.
DeLoyd was elected sheriff of Hot
Springs County (HSC) in 1983 and was
sheriff for 8 years from 1983-1991. He
revived HSC Search and Rescue and
started the D.A.R.E. program in our
schools. Both are still ongoing today.
Also during his time as Sheriff, he
received several honors:
• Wyoming Elks Association - Outstanding Law Enforcement Officer of
the Year in 1985
• Wyoming Peace Officers Association - Wyoming Law Officer of the
Year in 1990
• Thermopolis Kiwanis Club – President’s Award in 1990 in recognition of
his efforts aimed at bettering the lives of
youth throughout Hot Springs County
and Wyoming.
In 1991, DeLoyd began his own real
estate appraisal business, Quarberg Appraisal Service, a thriving business until
his death.

In addition to his work in law enforcement and his appraisal business,
DeLoyd and Lorraine owned and operated a farm/ranch from 1979 through
June 2005.
Over the past 35 years living in
Thermopolis, DeLoyd volunteered literally thousands of hours in service to
this community as a past member of
Kiwanis, past president of Hot Springs
County Farm Bureau, and former director of the HSC Conservation District, just to name a few. DeLoyd and
Lorraine received the Wyoming Farm
Bureau Leadership Award in 2001.
Currently, he has dedicated countless hours to the 4-H shooting program
and served on the Board of Directors
for the H Diamond W Youth Camp, the
Outlaw Trail Ride as the Vice-Chairman, and the Natural Resource Policy
Advisory Commission as the ViceChairman.
DeLoyd loved spending time with
family, whether it be shooting prairie
dogs, fishing on the Mississippi, enjoying a night out having dinner together
or, of course, offering “tickle bugs” to
his grandchildren whom he loved so
much.
He enjoyed time with friends and
was always willing to help a neighbor.
DeLoyd was an avid outdoorsman
with a keen eye for spotting wildlife
and had a passion for protecting our
Second Amendment right to keep and
bear arms.
Survivors include his wife, Lorraine;
daughter, Dawn (Randy) Moy and son,
Randy (Rachel) Quarberg; four grandchildren: Tyler (Ashley) Moy, Courtney (Dan) Shirer and Ali and Carsyn
Quarberg; siblings, Donald (LouAnn)
Quarberg, Douglas (Betty) Quarberg,
Denis Quarberg and Ellen (Barry) Stephenson; in-laws, Gene and Frances
Wilson, Connie (Rod) Janney, Timothy
(Lori) Wilson, Mary (Jim) Cordova,
Dan (Karen) Wilson, Therese (Tim)
Hupp, Tom (Ronda) Wilson, Virginia
(Brian) Harris and Robert Wilson; and
many nieces and nephews on both sides
of the family. He was preceded in death
by his parents.
Memorial services will be held June
19, 2013 in the afternoon at the Hot
Springs County Fairgrounds. The time
will be announced at a later date.
Memorial donations may be made to
H Diamond W Youth Camp, P.O. Box
609, Worland, WY 82401 for the purpose of building a cabin, dedicated to
DeLoyd, to house youth.
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Health Care Reform Making Many Woozy
By Erin Anthony, American Farm
Bureau Federation
Three years ago this month (March)
President Barack Obama signed into
law a sweeping overhaul of our nation’s health care system. More than
1,000 days later, farmers, ranchers and
other families and small business owners are still waiting for the “care” and
“affordability” that the name of the
law, the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, implies.
Instead, over the weeks and months
since ACA became law, we’ve been
watching the costs and complexities
pile up on an already expensive and
confusing system. The higher taxes
and thousands of pages of new regulations that come with ACA are certainly
not what the doctor ordered for a recovering Main Street economy.
Both the Congressional Budget Office and the Joint Committee on Taxation—noted and nonpartisan budget
and tax authorities—have said that
ACA will levy more than $1 trillion
dollars in taxes, barely a dime of which
families and small employers can afford. Half of the 21 new taxes will hit
families and business owners making
less than $250,000 per year ($200,000
for individual filers). This flies in the
face of the president’s promise to not
increase taxes on low- and middleincome earners. It’s also hurtful to the
nation’s job creators, most of whom
file as individuals.
One of these taxes, called a “fee” in

the law but known as the Health Insurance Tax to the rest of us, is a particular
threat. The Joint Committee on Taxation says “a very large portion of the
insurance industry fee [will] be passed
forward to purchasers of insurance in
the form of higher premiums.” This
tax, slated to raise more $100 billion
at the expense of families and small
businesses, is expected to drive up the
average American family’s health care
premiums by approximately $500 per
year, according to Douglas Holtz-Eakin, former CBO director.
Farmers and ranchers are particularly worried about a mandate requiring
businesses to provide health insurance
coverage to their employees if they
have 50 or more “full-time equivalent”
employees on the payroll. If they don’t
provide minimum insurance coverage
and if certain employees receive a tax
credit and purchase insurance through
the exchanges, these small business
owners face hefty monetary penalties.
The amount of paperwork alone required by the new law would make the
most robust of us queasy. The administration’s own documents estimate that
ACA’s new tax rules will add more
than 40 million hours of paperwork
per year to individuals and businesses. With new regulations on the way,
those numbers are only going up.
Three years, a Supreme Court ruling and many congressional tussles
later, ACA appears to be here to stay.
Farmers and ranchers may have ac-

Real Estate Bubble
one that reflects the slow but steady
increase in demand for food and fiber.
The federal government spent billions of dollars in the 1980s supporting farm income and writing off bad
debts from various government farm
lending programs. Those resources
clearly aren’t available today, and agriculture is facing a grim future.
The Kansas City Federal Reserve
recently had a symposium examining
whether we are experiencing a farmland bubble. Bubbles are impossible to
truly define until they burst, but when
the Fed is sponsoring seminars on the
topic, it occurs to this Eeyore that straws

From page 5

may well be floating in the wind. The
ripples from a crash in farmland prices
would not have the long-lasting effects
on the economy that the subprime debacle did, but the chance of a crash in
farmland prices should still concern
policymakers. Farmers may well be
collateral damage in the quantitative
easing battle and are rightly worried
that the next victim of our monetary
policy will be wearing overalls when
the music stops.
____________________________
Blake Hurst is a Missouri farmer and a frequent contributor to
THE AMERICAN.

Membership Committee meeting May 31
Membership quotas, review of annual membership reports, the new
Case-IH member benefit and the new membership cards, will be discussed at the annual Wyoming Farm Bureau Membership Committee
meeting May 31. The meeting will begin at 9:30 a.m. at the Ramada
Plaza Riverside in Casper and adjourn by noon. Lunch will be served.
WyFB Membership Coordinator Dominique Giroux will provide
one-on-one Access and membership help following lunch; please indicate if you have interest for this training when you RSVP to Dominique.
Reservations for the lunch meeting are due by May 21st to Dominique Giroux at 800.442.8325 or dgiroux@wyfb.org.

cepted that, but they’re not resigned to
swallowing this bad economic medicine.
Families and small businesses are
hoping that by addressing some of
the most problematic aspects of ACA,
the economic prognosis for the whole
country will improve. That’s why
they’re calling for Congress to get

rid of the HIT and eliminate the employer mandate. There’s also plenty to
be done to help farmers, ranchers and
many others get out from under the
pile of regulations the law will bury
them under.
____________________________
Erin Anthony is the editor of FBNews.

Mountain West Farm
Bureau names new CEO
The Board of Directors of Mountain West Farm Bureau and 360
Insurance Companies has named
James M. Geesey as the next CEO
of the company. Geesey succeeds
Roy Schmett, who will retire January 1, 2014, after 44 years of service to Mountain West.
Mr. Geesey
will begin his
new duties
on January 2,
2014, as the
c o m p a n y ’s
fifth CEO.
He began his
career in the Roy Schmett
insurance profession with Mountain West Farm
Bureau Insurance in February 1987
as an agent in Kemmerer, Wyoming.
He was appointed agency manager
in Northwestern Wyoming in 1996
and resided in Cody, Wyoming. In
January 1999, he joined the management team as Senior Vice President of Marketing at the home office in Laramie, Wyoming.
Jim, a graduate of the University of Wyoming with a degree in
Industrial Management, is well
known in the Laramie community.
He has held numerous leadership
positions in the communities he
has resided in, such as President
of the University of Wyoming
Alumni Association, President of
the Wyoming Association of Insurance and Financial Advisors, Laramie Area Chamber of Commerce
Board of Directors, Park County
School Board Trustee, President of
the Kemmerer Chamber of Commerce, President of the Kemmerer
Lions Club, Chairman of the Lincoln County Republican Party, and
member of the class of 2012 Leadership Wyoming. Currently, Jim
serves on the Ivinson Memorial
Hospital Foundation Board.
Jim and his wife, Hattie, have
two sons, Robert and Paul. Robert
is a law student at Denver University, and Paul is a student at Colorado Mountain College.

“I am pleased and excited to be
taking on this new role. I look forward to working with not only our
management team and employees
in Laramie, but with the Montana
and Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation leadership and members
as well as
our employe e s , a g e n ts
and staff
throughout
Wy o m i n g ,
Montana and
Colorado.”
“The process of selecting a new
Jim Geesey
CEO has
taken several months. I am very
pleased with the Board’s final decision and thank each member for
their time and guidance in this process,” said Mountain West Farm
Bureau Insurance President Perry
Livingston. “The Board extends
sincere thanks to Roy Schmett for
his 44 years of service to Mountain
West. We wish Roy and Diana the
best in retirement.”
Mr. Schmett thanked the Board
for their many years of support
and guidance, and congratulated
Jim on his new position. “Jim is
most deserving of this promotion,”
Schmett said. “Under his guidance
Mountain West will continue to
grow and do well.”
“It has been a great 44 years,”
Schmett said. “I’m sure I won’t be
around in another 44 years, but I
know Mountain West will be.”
“Leadership is paramount to the
success of a company” said President Livingston. “Mountain West
has had four great CEOs, and the
Board is confident that with Jim’s
exceptional leadership skills the
company will continue to succeed
and thrive in the years to come.”
Congratulations to Jim and his
family on his new position,” Livingston concluded. “We look forward to working with him as we
continue to meet the needs of our
policyholders.”
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“OutSTANDING IN THEIR FIELD”
News from the County Farm Bureaus

Albany County Farm Bureau holds local Discussion Meet
By Kerin Clark
The Albany County Farm Bureau
and the Laramie Area Chamber of
Commerce AgriBusiness Committee sponsored a Discussion Meet
on April 22, 2013 in Laramie. Open
to young farmers and ranchers and
young business people in the community; the competition offered
a great opportunity to discuss the
topic of how to encourage young
people to return to the community to

The Today’s Ag: Friend of Wildlife 2013 Discussion Meet contestants. From left to right: Sami Starks, Kyle Berger, Stacy
Berger, William Wood, Randi Downham and Drew Johnson. Kerin Clark photo.

live and work.
The Farm Bureau Discussion
Meet competition is designed to

Crook County Farm Bureau Legislative Review

Submitted by Crook County Farm Bureau. Caption by Della
Hawken. Photo by Steve Sisk.
Several Crook County Farm Bureau members attended a March
26, 2013 legislative review presented by State Senator Ogden
Driskill and State Represenative Mark Semlek. They gave a very
informative overview of the 2013 Wyoming legislative session
in Cheyenne and how it related to agriculture and Farm Bureau
members. The informal sit down meeting was sponsored by the
Crook County Farm Bureau followed by cookies and coffee.

Johnson County Farm Bureau
awards six scholarships
Submitted by Sally Ramsbottom,
Johnson County Farm Bureau
Johnson County Farm Bureau
awarded six $500 college scholarships to 2013 high school graduates from Johnson County for the
2013-2014 school year.
Shannon Horn will attend
Sheridan College and study education. She is the daughter of Mr. &
Mrs. Blaine Horn of Buffalo.
Garrett Kremers will attend
Sheridan College and pursue an
Associates Applied Science Degree of Engineering. He is the
son of Mr. & Mrs. Lee Kremers of
Kaycee.
Misty Ballek will attend Black
Hills State University and study
elementary education. She is the
daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Dan Ballek
of Clearmont.

Isaac Kiefer will attend the
University of Wyoming to study
secondary education and coaching.
He is the son of Mr. & Mrs. Alan
Kiefer of Buffalo.
Candace Carder will attend the
University of Wyoming to study
pre-pharmacy. She is the daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Jason Carder of
Buffalo.
Beth Besel plans to attend Laramie County Community College.
She plans to pursue an education
in Human Services. She is the
daughter of Celeste Besel and Bob
Besel of Buffalo.
The scholarships are available to
students who will graduate from a
Johnson County high school or are
continuing college students whose
parents are dues-paying members of
the Johnson County Farm Bureau.

simulate a committee meeting where
discussion and active participation
are expected from each committee
member. Contestants are given predetermined topics. They are judged
on their knowledge, speaking ability, ability to participate in a committee meeting and listen to others
and air all points of view.
Combining young ranchers and
young business professionals in the
competition enabled the contestants
to see other points of view and build
on their discussion skills.
Martin Axlund, Chair of the
Laramie Area Chamber of Commerce, presented the awards to
the Discussion Meet participants
during the “Today’s Ag: Friend of
Wildlife” dinner April 22 in Laramie. Drew Johnson was the winner
of the competition. He received a
$200 cash prize. Johnson works at
First Interstate Bank in Laramie.
Stacy Berger was the runner-up
in the competition and received a
$100 cash prize. Kyle Berger won

Drew Johnson was the winner of the
“Today’s Ag” Discussion Meet competition. He received a $200 cash prize.
Johnson works at First Interstate Bank
in Laramie. Kerin Clark photo.

the third place $50 cash prize. The
Bergers serve as the co-chairs of the
Albany County Farm Bureau Young
Farmer & Rancher Committee.

GM Rolls Out New Two-year
Maintenance Program
WASHINGTON, D.C., March 28, 2013—General Motors is now
offering a two-year scheduled maintenance program with the purchase of new 2013 Chevrolet Silverado or GMC Sierra 1500 trucks.
The program offers buyers a two-year/24,000 mile scheduled maintenance plan that includes all oil and filter changes, tire rotations
and multipoint inspections.
The maintenance program is in addition to GM’s threeyear/36,000 Bumper-to-Bumper Warranty and five-year/100,000
Powertrain Warranty programs. The program can also be combined
with the $500 discount given to eligible Farm Bureau members
when purchasing a qualifying new GM vehicle.
In addition to partnering with American Farm Bureau, Inc., for
member benefits, GM was a sponsor of the American Farm Bureau’s Young Farmers & Ranchers Discussion Meet, Achievement
Award and Excellence in Agriculture competitions held at the
American Farm Bureau Federation’s 2013 Annual Meeting. Thanks
to GM’s commitment, the first place winners of these competitive
events receive their choice of a full-sized Chevrolet Silverado or
GMC Sierra pickup.
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Wyoming Classifieds
NOTICE
CLASSIFIED POLICY:
1) Wyoming Farm Bureau members
are entitled to free classified advertising in
this publication for the purpose of selling
items they grow or make themselves, selling used machinery or household items,
for posting wanted advertising. Real estate
sales not included. Each member family
is entitled to two (2) free ads per month,
for 3 months, of up to 40 words each.
Member ads will be accepted by mail at
PO Box 685, Torrington, WY 82240 or email to kclark@wyfb.org. Please include
member’s name and county.
2) Non-Wyoming Farm Bureau members and WyFB members acting as agents
or dealers of products produced outside
the member’s family may purchase commercial classified advertising at $0.50
per word, at a minimum of $5.00 per ad.
Discounts: 5% for 4 to 9 insertions, 10%
for 10 or more insertions. Commercial
ads must be submitted in writing, and an
agreement regarding payment must be
made between Farm Bureau and the advertiser.
DEADLINE:
Ads should be received by the 3rd Tuesday of the month in order to appear in the
next month’s issue. Advertisers are asked
to check your ad and report any errors.
Contact: Email kclark@wyfb.org or call
307.532.2002. Paid ads must be mailed,
typed or neatly printed, together with any
payment due, to Wyoming Agriculture,

WYOMING
LIVESTOCK

Farm Bureau, P.O. Box 685, Torrington,
WY 82240. Free ads must be resubmitted by mail or e-mail after running three
months. Ads for which there is payment
due will run according to agreement between Wyoming Farm Bureau and the advertiser. Advance payment is preferred for
first-time advertisers.
NOTE:
The appearance of any ad in Wyoming
Agriculture does not constitute an endorsement or approval of the product or service
offered. The advertiser is liable for content of the advertisement and any claims
arising therefrom against this publication.
The Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation
reserves the right to refuse any advertising
not considered in keeping with its publication’s standards.

LIVESTOCK
REGISTERED ANDALUSIAN
MARES FOR SALE. 14-year-old
mare, microchip implant; light grey;
8-year-old mare, microchip implant,
grey and REGISTERED ½ ARABIAN
MARE FOR SALE. 13-year-old mare,
half Arab, can only be used for breeding
due to foot injury, beautiful conformation. Make offers. Lander, Wyoming:
307.335.7218. email: bbmala@dishmail.net
AQHA GELDINGS, MARES
AND COLTS out of Lowry Star JR,
Doc O Dynamite and Colonel Freck-

ROUNDUP

Wyoming's only weekly publication devoted to
agriculture, the Wyoming Livestock Roundup
reaches the majority of the state's agricultural
producers. We have subscribers from Jackson to
Pine Bluffs and from Hulett to Evanston.
Every major livestock auction and implement dealer
in the state regularly advertises in the Roundup.
Advertising rates and subscriptions can be
obtained by calling 800-967-1647 or 307-234-2700.

les bred horses. 50 years of experience
breeding, training and handling horses.
Several rope horses available. Contact
Jim Bower at 307.388.4304. Custom
hauling available.

EQUIPMENT
STEEL CATTLE GUARDS (2)…7
feet X 10 feet…$2,500 each or both for
$4,000 808.346.1420.
ORIGINAL POWDER RIVER
SQUEEZE CHUTE new deck. Powder River calf table, Pearson head
catch-never used. 12 foot bow gatePowder River. Fort Dodger ratchet calf
puller and accessories. 307.273.3126 or
307.705.7601.
NEW
HIQUAL
ORIGINAL
HORSE STALLS. 10’ x 10’ 14 gauge
steel. Can be set up as free standing box
stalls. We have all of the connectors and
lumber for the stall fronts. Lumber has
been stored inside. Sell as a set. These
stall have never been used and are brand
new! Call 307.281.2713.
FOR SALE: 8’ x 10’ Factory made
cattle guard. Excellent shape. Fiveyears-old. $1,000 O.B.O. in Thermopolis area. Call 970.260.3298.
STEEL CATTLE GUARD—10 ft
L x 8ft W $3800.00 Ph. 307.287.6159

W YOMING
F ARM B UREAU

MISCELLANEOUS
TWO BRANDS FOR SALE: X
with an M off the upper right leg of
the X. Cattle (LR) and Horses (LS).
$15,000. Apple brand. Cattle (RR) and
Horses (RS). $50,000. 307.587.3706.
5 MINI AUSTRALIAN PUPPIES
for sale. M/F of red tris and red merles.
OFA and CERF certified parents with
2 year health guarantee for genetic issues. Born 2/20/2013. Ready now. Asking $800. Call Jason at 307.746.2974.
www.blackhillsaussies.com
CEDAR SIDING: Approx 4000+ linear ft new 8” cedar siding for 1/2 price.
$3000.00 OBO. For lengths available call
307.733.3334 or eshelby@q.com
BLIZZARD OF ‘49. 8 ½ X 11, soft
cover, 334 pages, pictures, newspaper
articles, personal stories from those
who endured and survived the worst
blizzard ever. $25.00 postpaid: Shane,
5150 US Hwy. 20, Node, WY 82225
307.334.3127
HAY FOR SALE. 150 tons third and
fourth cutting alfalfa in 3x3 bales $250/
ton; $380/ton second cutting alfalfa; big
round bales $200/ton. At Worland, Wyoming 921.9217, 867.2373.
GUN CABINET- holds 12 guns plus
lockup glass doors and lockup compartment for hand guns and ammunition.
74inch ht., 43inch width. Veneer finish.
307. 287.6159.

New Members

ALBANY COUNTY

Carissa Perrault, Laramie; Eric Sims,
Laramie; Gregory Weisz, Laramie;
Carmen Harding, Laramie; Chris
Harnden, Laramie; Grant Lindstrom,
Laramie; Adam Lindstrom, Laramie;
Big Laramie River Ranch, Laramie; Bar
Lazy C Bar, Laramie; Harris Ranch,
Bosler

BIG HORN COUNTY

Brenton Koehn, Worland; Ryan Mangus,
Lovell; Kavin Stockert, Greybull

CAMPBELL COUNTY

Billy Sabo, Gillette; Tyrell Jones, Gillette;
Richard Horning, Gillette; Dane Carr,
Rozet; Kenneth Marshall, Gillette; Doug
Camblin, Gillette; Rebecca Norris,
Gillette; Michael Scott Pearce, Wright;
Cody Pearson, Gillette; Lori Aasen,
Gillette; Dusty Reynolds, Moorcroft;
Bruce Jensen, Moorcroft; Merritt Smith,
Gillette; Byron Watsabaugh, Gillette

CARBON COUNTY

Jenny Brown, Torrington; Gregory
Drake, Saratoga; Leslie Jefferson,
Rawlins; Betty Merrill, Encampment;
Derrick Morse, Rawlins; Allen Murray,
Saratoga; Jesse Higgins, Rawlins; Devin
Shepard, Rawlins; Clyde Thrasher,
Saratoga; Thomas Jr Howell, Rawlins;
Lee Burris, Rawlins; Jay Peterson,
Rawlins; Danielle Wilcox, Rawlins

CONVERSE COUNTY

Pam Allen, Gillette; Thomas Christy,
Douglas;
Christopher
Schellinger,
Douglas; Weston Herring, Thayne;
Joseph Gallegos, Douglas; Paige
Jordan, Douglas

CROOK COUNTY

Wade Helkenn, Clark; Arnold Ataffer,
Moorcroft; Justin Bailey, Moorcroft

FREMONT COUNTY

James Gardner, Shoshoni; Scott Weber,
Riverton; Mary Schreiber, Riverton

GOSHEN COUNTY

Lanse Garrison, Torrington; Sande
Grebe, Torrington; Ruben Romero,
Torrington; Betty Anderson, Torrington;
Carla Haskins, Douglas

HOT SPRINGS COUNTY

Kayla Draper, Thermopolis; Christine
Mclean, Thermopolis; Tim Arthur,
Thermopolis; Paul Carswell,
Thermopolis

JOHNSON COUNTY

Matthew Erlenbusch, Buffalo; John
Constantine, Buffalo; Luke Collins,
Casper; James Hart, Clearmont; Jason
Carder, Buffalo; Jack Brock, Buffalo;
Larry Bock, Casper; Dan Ballek,
Clearmont; Kathryn Mcalpine, Buffalo;
Kelly Lohse, Kaycee; Cynthia Lee,
Buffalo

LARAMIE COUNTY

Bryant Davis, Cheyenne; Sencion
Cortez, Cheyenne; Paula Thompson,
Cheyenne;
Raymond
Macchia,
Cheyenne;
Mary
Van
Heule,
Cheyenne; Rj Lobmeyer, Cheyenne;
Richard Mullen, Cheyenne; Warren
Consterdine, Cheyenne; Derek Nelson,
Cheyenne; Marc Pankratz, Cheyenne;
Saul Serrano, Cheyenne; Lester
Scott, Cheyenne; Darrell Richardson,
Cheyenne; Larry Sandman, Cheyenne;
Michael
Woodcock,
Cheyenne;
Georgena Worden, Cheyenne; Christine
Clark, Cheyenne; William Connelly,
Cheyenne; Darla Heronimus, Cheyenne;
Timothy Klein, Cheyenne; Alice Gomez,
Cheyenne; Karl Hilgren, Cheyenne;

See ‘New Members’ page 10
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For more information
Big Horn County ranch and farm examples are available under the Enterprise Budget tool link at RightRisk.org. Web pages at RightRisk.org offer
information to producers at any step in the budgeting process. Excel-based tools are available for partial, enterprise, and whole farm budgeting. Select
Risk Mgt. Tools under the Resources tab to get started. Producer profiles and other risk management resources, including marketing and crop insurance

Enterprise budgeting tools available from RightRisk.org
James Sedman and John Hewlett
In a previous article, we examined
partial budgeting, the tools available
from RightRisk.org, and their application in assisting Big Horn County,
Wyoming, producers decide whether
or not a machinery purchase was warranted.
The next step for evaluating changes to an operation goes beyond partial
budgeting (evaluating a single adjustment or change to a business) and
moves to enterprise budgeting.
The academic professionals from
RightRisk have made available a comprehensive enterprise budgeting tool
to assist producers in their budgeting
process. The tools are found under the
Resources tab at RightRisk.org. The
Excel-based Enterprise Risk Analyzer
(ERA) tool includes a user guide to
assist producers as they enter information. The Web pages also include Big
Horn County farm and ranch examples.
Most farms and ranches include a
mix of several enterprises. Enterprise
in this context refers to a component
of an operation to which revenue and
expenses may be allocated. Enterprise
budgeting separates all income and expenses for each enterprise and examines how they affect the bottom line of
the entire business.
Analyzing individual enterprise activities is often overlooked primarily
because it is relatively easy for managers to allocate direct expenses and
revenue to individual enterprises, but
allocating overhead expenses such as
management, interest, insurance, and
other similar categories is more difficult. The ERA tool makes that task
easier.
Understanding how overhead items
are allocated across various enterprises is important: it helps show which
enterprises are effectively using business resources and which enterprises
may need improving or a management
change. For example, an enterprise
analysis of a ranch could show that a
hay or cropping enterprise may be using resources (operator time, capital,
etc.) better suited or more profitably
invested elsewhere.
The Enterprise Budgeting Tool
from RightRisk.org
The ERA budgeting tool breaks
down the enterprise budgeting process
in key ways.

First, the tool helps allocate revenue and expenses for each enterprise
along with its profitability, effectiveness, and ability to contribute to the
overall operation.
Secondly, it helps the producer determine break-even yields and prices
for each enterprise.
Lastly, it helps the producer understand the relationship of a range of prices and yields to enterprise profitability over time and assists in long-range
planning by evaluating the risk-return
relationship for each activity.
Combined, each aspect of the tool
helps show the contribution each enterprise offers to the operation as a whole.
To begin using the tool, under the
general tab the producer separates individual enterprises (yearling, cow-calf,
or corn production, for example) and
enters the production values (number
of head or acres). Further down the
page, the producer enters the minimum,
maximum, and most likely yields and
prices for each enterprise.
The schedule F tab allows the producer to enter all pertinent income
and expense information found on the
Form 1040 Schedule F section of her or
his tax return. The producer then enters
depreciation and investment information into the asset schedules found on
the next tab.
The enterprise allocator tab found
next in the workbook is where all of the
previously entered information comes
together and is allocated to each individual enterprise. Producers can see
how each enterprise affects their overall
bottom line through breakeven analysis
on the following tabs.
In the break-even analysis, probability charts show the likelihood of breaking even at the minimum, most likely,
and maximum yield and price levels
for each enterprise. These probability
levels can help producers chart over
time the likelihood of breaking even at
a given expected price or yield level.
Example Big Horn County Ranch
There are two examples included
with the ERA tool: one farm and one
ranch based on data collected in Big
Horn County. The example Big Horn
County ranch has five enterprises: cowcalf (365 head), native hay (116 acres),
oat hay (13 acres), alfalfa establishment
(13 acres), and baled alfalfa hay (104
acres). On the general information tab

in the spreadsheet, the minimum, most
likely, and maximum production values
and prices are shown.
Expenses and revenues are divided
into cash and non-cash categories and
allocated to each enterprise. Under
the break-even analysis tab, enterprise
break-even levels for price and yield
are provided along with charts to show
the probability of breaking even at
any point on the yield or price scale.
In this example, the ranch cow-calf net
income (including cash and non-cash
expenses) was ($63,643).
The primary enterprise for this ranch
is cow-calf with the crop and hay enterprises providing feed. As discussed
above, this is a situation in which managers sometimes overlook enterprise
analysis because the hay production is
not sold for cash. The income and expenses of the ranch are allocated using
the tab, including non-cash expenses for
depreciation, accrued interest, and own-

er labor and management.
Given the current
drought outlook, this type
of analysis could be applied to nearly every ranch
in Wyoming. If we assume
dry conditions will persist and that alfalfa yields
are low and prices remain
high, we can consider how
the outlook affects the
baled alfalfa hay and cowcalf enterprises.
Examining the baled alfalfa enterprise, the yield
needed to break-even over
gross expenses at $150 per
ton is 1.76 tons per acre. Conversely,
if gross expenses are at a maximum
and the yield falls to 1.5 tons per acre
in a drought situation, the breakeven
price for alfalfa becomes $175 per
ton. The cow-calf enterprise follows a
similar trend under this scenario – as
the price becomes higher, the breakeven yield (or calf crop number) becomes lower.
By using the break-even information provided by the ERA tool, a ranch
operator can forecast what prices and
yields are needed in responding to another year of drought that may result in
lower yields and higher prices.
Once basic enterprise information
has been entered, the tool allows producers to evaluate various scenarios –
all of which may be saved and reconsidered at a later date as the year unfolds.
In this way, the Enterprise Risk Analyzer tool allows producers to evaluate
alternative risk management strategies they may
be considering in response
to changing weather and
economic conditions and
where those strategies may
leave them at year’s end.
____________________
James Sedman is a consultant to the Department
of Agricultural and Applied
Economics in the University
of Wyoming College of Agriculture and Natural Resources, and John Hewlett
is a farm and ranch management specialist in the
department. Hewlett may be
reached at (307) 766-2166
or hewlett@uwyo.edu.
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From page 2

in agencies like the Department of
Interior while at the same time adding new National Monuments which
increases the operating expenses of
that same Department. In this case
one of the new National Monuments
added was the 242,555 acre Rio
Grande del Norte National Monument west of Taos, New Mexico.
While this amount of land added to

the National Monument inventory is
small compared to past additions, it
was done based on the 1906 Antiquities Act which provided, according
to House Natural Resources Chair
Doc Hastings (R-Washington), the
President authority to act when there
was an emergency need to prevent
destruction of a precious place. The
Rio Grande del Norte area had been

proposed for wilderness designation by Senators Tom Udall (D-New
Mexico) and Martin Heinrich (DNew Mexico) but Congress had not
acted on those pieces of legislation.
So, in this case, the executive
branch utilized a law over 100 years
old to by-pass Congress. Based on
previous actions, these too will
most likely be added to the nation’s

inventory of National Monuments
instead of going through the Congressional process for designation
of wilderness.
All of these actions seem to be
pointed disturbingly towards a centralized form of government whether it be a king, emperor or a dictator and history seems to favor those
types of governments.

New Members

From page 8

LARAMIE COUNTY (cont.)
Guy Hellander, Cheyenne; Aaron
Kelley, Cheyenne

NATRONA COUNTY

Newly Lemons, Casper; Zachery
Pullen, Casper; Peter Niper, Mills

NIOBRARA COUNTY

Loretta Doyle, Lusk

PARK COUNTY

Jackie Mundy, Powell; Margo
Thiel, Cody; Austin Burton,
Powell; Cynthia Allred, Lovell;
Julie Pilgrim, Lexington; Dorene
Asay, Powell; James Atnip, Cody;
Tucker Laprade, Cody; Alyssa
Becker, Powell; Bubba Jones,
Powell; Sherry Sanders, Powell;
Richard Zickefoose, Powell;
Roy Gregory, Powell; Orrin
Denney, Powell; Tanya Lowham,
Cody;
Evelyn
Longbottom,
Casper; Robert England, Powell;
Catherine
Enochs,
Wapiti;
Timothy Stewart, Cody; Deborah
Conley, Wapiti

PLATTE COUNTY

Joe Marquez, Wheatland

SHERIDAN COUNTY

John Bennett, Sheridan; Jackie
Newman, Sheridan; Aaron Sopko,
Ranchester;
Martin
Heggie,
Arvada; David Smith, Sheridan

SUBLETTE COUNTY

Ryan Thomas, Pinedale; Emily
Brown, Pinedale; Callie Whinnery,
Big Piney; Cindy Marino, Labarge;
Holly Hansen, Big Piney; Connie
Lee
Grossman,
Jackson;
Jonathan Fildey, Pinedale; Mike
Butler, Big Piney

WASHAKIE COUNTY

Bryan Barthelmess, Worland

“DUE”
it for AG

The lifeblood of America.
They’re the humble heroes who rise before dawn and battle
the elements. They put clothes on our backs and food on
our tables. Their genuine values and tireless work ethic are
an inspiration to us all. We appreciate all that America’s
farmers do and invite you to join us in saying thanks at
www.fbfs.com/SayThanksToAFarmer.
FB02-WY (3-12)
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Outgoing Interior Secretary Ken Salazar responds to Wyoming delegation on Blueways
--Promises no Blueways designations in Wyoming without written state agency support.
WASHINGTON, April 9, 2013
– On April 9, U.S. Senators Mike
Enzi and John Barrasso and U.S.
Representative Cynthia Lummis,
all R-Wyo., responded to a commitment made by Department of
Interior Secretary Ken Salazar that
his Department would not designate watersheds as Blueways without first receiving a letter of support
from each state that is home to the
watershed.
The delegation received the letter from Secretary Salazar on March
22, 2013. This letter is in response
to a February letter from the Wyoming delegation expressing concern
over the potential designation of
entire Wyoming watersheds as federal “Blueways,” a new designation
created by a Secretarial Order. The
order does not require the federal
government to notify the public or
allow them to comment on proposed
designations. Of concern to the Wyoming delegation was the creation
of a new federal waterway designa-

tion without Congress’ approval, its
potential impact on water rights and
use, and the lack of a public process
prior to designation.
“The use of Secretarial Orders
to push new land or water designations is inappropriate in and of
itself, but Secretary Salazar’s commitment to requiring state approval
is a good first step.” said Lummis.
“Wyoming knows and cares about
its land and water more than the federal government ever could, and we
see evidence of that every day on
the ground in Wyoming. What may
seem like a harmless federal designation today could have significant
impacts down the road on water
rights, responsible development, and
locally-determined conservation efforts. The Secretary’s commitment,
if honored by his successors, will
ensure Wyoming has final say over
whether we allow the Blueways designation within our borders.”
“Wyoming has learned over the
years that when the federal govern-

ment wants to designate something
there are always strings attached,”
said Enzi. “I appreciate Sec. Salazar’s commitment to letting Wyoming manage its own water and look
forward to ensuring these commitments are honored under the Secretarial Order.”
“Outgoing Interior Secretary’s

commitment to Wyoming is a positive step,” said Barrasso. “While I
appreciate his response, the Secretarial Order as written still circumvents Congress and allows federal
agencies to nominate areas for designation. We plan to hold future Interior Department officials to Secretary Salazar’s criteria.”

Court Refuses to Dismiss Poultry
Farmer’s Suit Against EPA
WASHINGTON, D.C., April 23,
2013—Poultry and livestock farmers scored a win Monday when a
federal court rejected efforts by the
Environmental Protection Agency
to dismiss a case brought by West
Virginia poultry farmer Lois Alt,
according to the American Farm
Bureau Federation.
Alt had challenged an EPA order
demanding that she obtain a Clean
Water Act discharge permit for ordinary stormwater runoff from her

Radiation
Therapy
in Riverton.
Caring for Wyoming.
Improving Cancer Care for Wyoming Families.
855-WYO-CANCER • www.wyomingcancerfoundation.org

farmyard. Despite EPA’s recent
withdrawal of the Alt order, the
U.S. District Court for the Northern District of West Virginia ruled
that the case should go forward to
clarify for the benefit of Alt and
other farmers whether, as EPA
contends, discharge permits are required for “ordinary precipitation
runoff from a typical farmyard.”
“EPA seems to have believed if
it withdrew the order against Ms.
See ‘Suit Against EPA’ page 12
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The General Economy: Compared To What?
By Bob Young, American Farm
Bureau Federation Chief Economist
I don’t usually get into the Agricultural Policy Arena in this
column. This tends to focus more
on what’s going on in the general economy or the federal budget
challenges. But this last month has
brought the world of the federal
budget and agricultural policy face
to face. It has also led to some serious discussion about the future of
farm programs. But at least a few
organizations – and yes, some of
our members – remain rooted firmly in the past and insist on making
comparisons of farm program designs for tomorrow based on program benefits received in the past.
Anyone who has read some of
these irregular articles over the
last few years knows of the challenges of the federal deficit and
debt. We are expected to come out
of this fiscal year with total federal
debt in excess of $17 Trillion. Our
total debt (including the debt the
government owes itself like Social Security or the Highway Trust
Fund) to GDP ratio is now over
100 percent. Yes the avoidance of
the fiscal cliff, the sequester, and
past action on the Budget Control
Act have all helped pull our deficit
levels down, but we are still running budget shortfalls of nearly
$900 billion a year. And those levels are expected to head back north
in the next couple of years.
Federal spending on what are
known as discretionary accounts
– things that need money appro-

priated every year – has actually
come down over the last few years.
Caps on that spending caused by
the first debt limit debate (remember the super committee) as well as
the sequester and the military draw
down in Iraq and Afghanistan have
actually led to serious constraints
on this category of spending. Projections made in 2010 by Congressional Budget Office (CBO) placed
expectations on FY2014 spending
in these categories at over $1.25
Trillion. The House Budget Resolution places the figure at under
$1 Trillion. The bottom line is
that Congress has taken action to
reign in that particular category of
spending. What it has failed to do
in any real sense is reign in entitlement spending – except for agricultural programs.
Yes, agricultural programs are
entitlements, in a sense, not really
all that different than the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program. If the beneficiary meets the
qualifications for the program as
described in law, then the beneficiary is entitled to the benefit. If
one meets the qualifications for
farm program benefits, then one
is entitled to the payments or support. And we all know farm programs have been the one entitlement program Congress has gone
after again and again; this year is
no different.
Programs under the Senate Agriculture Committee’s control, for
example, have been targeted for a
reduction of $23 billion in the Senate Budget Resolution. A kicker is

Trayden James Taylor

Josh and Raenell Taylor of Hulett announce the birth
of their son, Trayden James Taylor.
Trayden arrived at 10:15 a.m. on Sunday, January 27, 2013 at Spearfish Regional Hospital, Spearfish SD. He weighed 7 pounds, 11 ounces
and measured 20-1/4 inches in length.
Maternal grandparents are Ray Edsall of Hulett, WY and Wendy
and Jeff Beck of Fort Morgan, CO. Paternal grandparents are Tom and
Robyn Taylor of Buffalo, WY. The great grandparents are Laura Edsall
of Belle Fourche, SD and June Taylor of Buffalo, WY.

that the same programs proposed
last year that were credited with
saving $23 billion over the next ten
years have been rescored by CBO
and now save only $13 billion. So
whatever set of policy options you
come up with this year, you have
roughly $10 billion less available
than you had last year. And that’s
in the Senate.
The House Budget Resolution
target is $31 billion from agriculture and conservation programs. It
is not clear how – or even if – nutrition program savings will count
toward that goal. And they also
have a roughly $9 billion reduction in their score from last year’s
House Ag Committee farm bill
proposal.
Bottom line is that there will be
substantially less money to spend
on farm programs this year than
was available last year and don’t
even think about what was in the
last farm bill.
No doubt there will be a number
of farm bill and crop policy options put forward over the next few
weeks or months. There will be all
kinds of analysis performed. There

Suit Against EPA
Alt, the court would dismiss her
lawsuit,” said AFBF President Bob
Stallman. “The tactic failed because
the court recognized EPA wasn’t
changing its underlying legal position, but just trying to avoid having
to defend that position.”
Alt filed suit against EPA in
June 2012 after the agency threatened her with $37,500 in fines
each time stormwater came into
contact with dust, feathers or small
amounts of manure on the ground
outside of her poultry houses as a
result of normal farm operations.
EPA also threatened separate fines
of $37,500 per day if Alt failed to
apply for a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permit
for such stormwater discharges.
Alt responded with a lawsuit
challenging the EPA order. AFBF
and the West Virginia Farm Bureau
intervened as co-plaintiffs with Alt
to help resolve the issue for the
benefit of other poultry and livestock farmers. EPA withdrew its
order in December 2012, about six
weeks before briefing on the legal
issues was set to begin. The same
month, five environmental groups,
including Waterkeeper Alliance,
Center for Food Safety and Food
& Water Watch, moved to join the
lawsuit on the side of EPA.

will be all kinds of comparisons
made. The question you need to
ask is “compared to what”? If the
analysis compares the proposed
option to some policy of the past,
maybe don’t reject it out of hand,
but ask how that policy would
have performed if it had half or
one quarter of the funding available. To make a comparison of
how an option put together under
today’s budget constraints would
perform relative to one with twice
the money is not relevant.
Also recognize that whatever
level of support a crop may have
received in the past, that is the
past. The real question we need to
be asking ourselves is ‘what is the
best use of a taxpayer dollar for
agriculture?’ It should not be ‘how
can I get more money out of the
government?’
Editor’s Note: Reprinted from
the AFBF April 2013 Crop Market Update. The monthly livestock
and crop market updates provided
by the American Farm Bureau
are available at wyfb.org, click on
the “Market Updates” link in the
right column.
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In opposing EPA’s motion to dismiss, Alt and Farm Bureau argued
that farmers remain vulnerable to
similar EPA orders, because EPA
stands by its contention that the
Clean Water Act statutory exemption for “agricultural stormwater”
does not apply to stormwater from
the farmyard at a concentrated animal feeding operation. The court
agreed, noting that “[t]his Court’s
ultimate decision on the merits will
benefit all parties, including EPA
and many thousands of farmers, by
clarifying the extent of federal CWA
‘discharge’ liability and permit requirements for ordinary precipitation runoff from a typical farmyard.”
“Ms. Alt has courageously taken
on EPA not just for her own benefit,
but for the benefit of other farmers,” said Stallman. “She refused
to back down from her principles
despite the best efforts of EPA
and environmental groups. We are
pleased that the court agreed that
the stakes are high for all poultry
and livestock farmers and this issue should be resolved.”
In addition to denying EPA’s motion to dismiss, the court allowed
the environmental groups to intervene and ordered briefing on the Alt
and Farm Bureau claims to begin by
June 1.

