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Farm Bureau members attend Legislative Meeting
By Kerin Clark
Legislative issues, livestock traceability, transportation issues and agriculture livestock theft were a few
of the topics discussed at the Feb.
18-19, 2013 Wyoming Farm Bureau
Federation Legislative Meeting in
Cheyenne.
Held annually to coincide with the
legislative session, the meeting provides Farm Bureau members the opportunity to meet with their legislators one-on-one and receive updates
on current issues.
The meeting kicked-off with a
noon luncheon sponsored by Mountain West Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company. Members heard
from Senate Agriculture Committee
Chair Senator Gerry Geis regard-

ing bills that have been considered
by his committee and were able to
have a question and answer session
on specific legislation. House Agriculture Committee Chair Representative Mark Semlek spoke to the
members via video and provided his
take on the legislation impacting agriculture.
Throughout the meeting, Farm
Bureau members were pleased to
hear from Wyoming’s entire Congressional Delegation and Wyoming
Governor Matt Mead.
Keith Kennedy, with Custom Ag
Solutions, presented an afternoon session on “Discover Your Personal Ag
Risk Profile.” The presentation took a
look at levels of risk and management
See ‘Legislative Meeting’ page 6

Your story, your voice…share it with your legislators. This is the main purpose of the Wyoming Farm Bureau Legislative Meeting. At Monday evening’s
legislative banquet, producers visited with legislators on various bills that impact agriculture. Farm Bureau members also heard from Wyoming’s Congressional Delegation, Wyoming Governor Matt Mead and various other speakers
throughout the two day meeting. Shown here (l to r) WyFB President Perry
Livingston, Crook County rancher; Senator John Hines; Thea and Jw Nuckolls,
Crook County ranchers; and Paul and Christine Miller, Goshen County ranchers. Kerin Clark photo.

Congressional Delegation address Governor Mead addresses Farm
Bureau members
Farm Bureau members
ing in line and make policies that work
for the people of the United States,”
said United States Representative
Cynthia Lummis (R-Wyo.). Lummis
spoke to Farm Bureau members at the
Wyoming Farm Bureau Legislative
Meeting on Feb. 19, 2013 in Cheyenne. Farm Bureau members also
See ‘Congressional Delegation’ page 13
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By Kerin Clark
Editor’s Note: Wyoming’s Congressional Delegation spoke at the
2013 WyFB Legislative Meeting on
Feb. 18-19.
“When we continue to fund federal
programs whose authorizations have
lapsed, we will never make the types
of reforms needed to bring our spend-
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By Kerin Clark
Wyoming Governor Matt Mead
spoke to Farm Bureau members on
Feb. 19 at the WyFB Legislative
Meeting. Governor Mead thanked
the Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation for the work the organization
does on many issues that impact
Wyoming. Mead focused on wolf
management, the state budget and
the Endangered Species Act during
his address.
Wolf Management
“I want to again thank the Federation for the support in putting
wolf management back in the hands
of the state,” Governor Mead told
Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation
members. “It has really been a successful hunt. We did meet the quota
in a certain portion of the state. In
the trophy game, we fell a handful
short of the wolves we had planned
to harvest.”
“It has been a good hunt and now
you see we are in litigation,” Mead
continued.
Governor Mead explained there
are three cases; one in Wyoming and

two in Washington, D.C. “We are
hoping to consolidate those cases
and bring it back to Wyoming which
is the appropriate place for those
cases to be heard,” Mead explained.
“Because we have a successful
hunt under our belt I think it will
help our litigation,” He continued.
“We have shown we can do it (wolf
hunt) responsibly.”
“One of the issues we were certainly concerned about was gathering DNA in the predator and trophy
game areas,” Mead said. “Hunters
were extremely cooperative in providing the DNA we need in order to
show continued genetic diversity.”
Mead stated he is confident Wyoming is in the right place on wolves.
“Thank you for the support on
wolves,” He said. “I think we are
headed in the right direction and we
are hopeful, with good reason, we
are going to do okay in the lawsuit.”
State Budget
“The Legislature is presenting
their budget to me today (Feb. 19),”
Mead explained. “As you see my
See ‘Governor Mead’ page 7
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Planting the Seeds for Ag’s Future A Conspiracy to Feed the World
By Bob Stallman, American Farm
the chance to meet such a first-generation farmer who produces hay.
Bureau Federation President
Spring is in the air. When I think He gave up his non-agriculture caof springtime, my mind immediately reer for farming, not only because it
offers him the type of lifeconjures up such words as
style in which he wants to
“renewal,” “optimism,”
raise his kids, but because
“new day”… Coincidenof the many business optally, these same words
portunities it holds.
come to mind when I
Bloom Where You are
think about the younger
Planted
generation of farming.
And those farmers and
Whenever critics have
ranchers who are carexpressed their doubts
rying on their family’s
about the future of agrifarm are becoming more
culture, I’ve paid them
creative in their business
no attention. Traveling Bob Stallman
approach, using social
around the countryside
I’ve seen our current crop of young media to market their goods and
farmers and ranchers who are excit- finding niches where they can stand
ed, energized and optimistic about out. They are designing business
their industry. I can tell you person- plans based on consumer demand
ally that agriculture’s future is in and adapting to the ever-changing
world around them.
good hands.
Former Health and Education
So, when it comes to farming,
Secretary
John Gardner once said,
spring is definitely in the air.
“All too often we are giving young
Nature’s First Green
Just last month, Farm Bureau people cut flowers when we should
held its annual Young Farmers & be teaching them to grow their own
Ranchers meeting, where more than plants.” At Farm Bureau we strive
750 young agriculturalists from toward this goal both literally and
across the nation gathered. These figuratively.
Through Farm Bureau’s YF&R
young farmers are taking proactive
and
Partners in Agricultural Leadleadership roles within their farms,
communities and the overall farm- ership programs, young farmers are
ing industry. They definitely have learning valuable lessons of leadertheir fingers on the pulse of agri- ship, consumer engagement, grassroots advocacy and savvy business
culture.
No longer are all young farmers techniques.
Whether they are first generation
just carrying on the family business.
I am meeting more and more first or fifth generation farmers, we are
generation farmers who have transi- preparing them for a demanding,
tioned into agriculture because they yet exciting future in agriculture—
a future that holds much promise.
see a real future in it.
For example, on the flight back We are planting the seeds, now let’s
from the YF&R conference, I had watch them grow.

Calendar of Events
March
5-8 ......AFBF Board Meeting—Washington, D.C.
19........National Agriculture Day
17-23...National Agriculture Week
26 .......Big Horn County Farm Bureau Annual Meeting at 6:30 p.m.

April
10........“Ag Books for Kids” county contest deadline
24 .......“Ag Books for Kids” district contest deadline

May
1-2 ......WyFB YF&R Committee Meeting—Farm Bureau Center in Laramie

June
1 .........WyFB Membership Committee Meeting—Casper
1 .........WyFB Board Meeting—Casper
July
8-11 ....AFBF Board Meeting—Washington, D.C.

By Stewart Truelsen
The success of American agriculture is so mind-boggling that
critics and conspiracy theorists
alike can’t resist finding something evil, secretive or just plain
awful about it.
One blogger writes that seed
vaults exist so the wealthy ultimately can survive as “their sinister practices of corporate food
production and destruction of
the environment unfold to lessen
the population.” In other words,
the upper-classes would push the
world toward doomsday, saving
only themselves to start civilization over with seeds from these
vaults.
If this storyline sounds like
something out of a Clive Cussler
novel, you are right. It is quite similar to one of his adventure thrillers.
A conspiracy theory is built
around a real-world occurrence,
and indeed there are seed banks
or vaults. One of the best known
is the global seed vault located in
the permafrost in the far northern
mountains of Norway. The vault
preserves the biodiversity of the
world’s food crops for future generations.
Bloggers are easily dismissed.
Anyone with a little knowledge
of WordPress can start one or hop
on one of the forums already out
there in cyberspace. What’s more
troubling is when a food writer for
the New York Times blames the
food industry for half of all deaths
in the United States, those caused
by heart disease, cancer, stroke
and diabetes.
“We must figure out of a way
to un-invent this food system,”
wrote Mark Bittman in an opinion piece. He blames food and

agriculture for obesity, poisoning the environment and torturing animals. Bittman wants to see
a food movement on the scale of
the civil rights movement, but laments “there isn’t even a general
acknowledgement of a problem in
need of fixing.”
The fact is, America’s food supply is the best in the world. Our
food production marries the best
of conventional farming with the
best of historical and organic practices to give us an infinite variety
of safe, high-quality food.
At the American Farm Bureau
Federation’s 94th Annual Meeting in Nashville, Ambassador Dr.
Kenneth Quinn was a recipient of
the Distinguished Service to Agriculture award. Quinn was U.S.
ambassador to Cambodia and is
now president of the World Food
Prize pioneered by Dr. Norman
Borlaug. Quinn believes that the
last 50 or 60 years have been “the
single greatest period of food production and hunger reduction in
all human history.”
This is not a food system in
need of major fixing. It is a food
system that should be honored
and celebrated. But, yes, there is
a conspiracy; make no mistake
about that. Farmers, ranchers,
agribusiness, land grant universities, departments of agriculture,
Farm Bureau and commodity organizations have all conspired to
produce this marvel.
_________________________
Stewart Truelsen is a regular
contributor to the Focus on Agriculture series and is the author
of a book marking the American
Farm Bureau Federation’s 90th
anniversary, Forward Farm Bureau.
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Agriculture transportation rules discussed by WyDOT panel
By Kerin Clark
“The agriculture community
means a lot to the state of Wyoming
and we are certainly going to do
what we can to help them out and
help them be as safe as they can
on the road,” Colonel John Butler,
Wyoming Department of Transportation, said as he talked to Farm Bureau members regarding agriculture
transportation at the 2013 Wyoming
Farm Bureau Legislative Meeting on Feb. 19. Colonel Butler was
joined by Captain Scot Montgomery
and Lieutenant Douglas Dome.
“We have always had an education component in the Wyoming
Highway Patrol, but I don’t think
it has been strong enough with the
agriculture community,” Butler continued. “We want to help educate
you folks on transportation regulations from the beginning. I would
much rather have these discussions
with you now than when an officer
has to take an enforcement action on
the roadside.”
Colonel Butler recognized during
last year’s beet harvest, the Department took some heat. “We brought
in mobile education enforcement

teams with portable scales and officers to check loads,” Butler explained. “When we do these checks,
we are checking every commercial
vehicle that comes by, not just the
harvest industry. Most of our violations during that check point dealt
with interstate haulers.”
“We also found there were some
people that didn’t understand what
they needed to do to comply, so we
wanted to push our efforts better to
help educate,” He continued.
The question was asked of Butler
if equal education was given to port
of entry employees. “We have found
inconsistency in our ports and that
is unacceptable,” He replied. “We
are working on that. We have started
an in-service program where we can
get them on the same page. I can tell
you today it is getting better, but we
aren’t anywhere near where we want
to be. I sense your frustration.”
Colonel Butler encouraged producers to utilize the comment card
system in place at the port of entry
offices. “You don’t have to leave the
comment there,” Butler said. “Send
it to our headquarters if you feel you
have been mistreated.”

Colonel John Butler, with the Wyoming Department of Transportation, (center)
spoke to Farm Bureau members during a Transportation Panel discussion on
agriculture transportation issues during the WyFB Legislative Meeting. Also on
the panel were Captain Scot Montgomery (left) and Lieutenant Douglas Dome
(right) who are in the Commercial Carrier Section of WyDOT. Kerin Clark photo.

“Professionalism and courtesy
is something I demand out of our
folks,” He continued. “If you send
the comment card directly to us at
the state office, we will respond and
look into the comments.”
Load height issues
Colonel Butler recognized the
hardship on agriculture due to the

drought. “We were limited on the
height we could allow on hay shipments into the state,” He said. “We
recognized pretty early the statutory
restrictions in place didn’t allow us
to do anything with the height limit
so we worked with the Governor’s
office and came together with a bill
See ‘Transportation rules’ page 14

Final Animal Disease Traceability Rule
--What it means for livestock producers
By Heather Hamilton
Reprinted from Tri-State Livestock
News
The final USDA (United States
Department of Agriculture) Animal
Disease Traceability Rule will go into
effect March 11, 2013. Wyoming State
Veterinarian Jim Logan provided an
update on how the final rule will affect
producers during the Wyoming Farm
Bureau Federation (WyFB) Annual
Legislative Meeting in Cheyenne on
Feb 19.
“Many states, including Wyoming,
already have import regulations for
cattle, sheep, swine and poultry in
place that do include identification requirements. The APHIS (Animal Plant
Health Inspection Service) rule isn’t
really anything totally brand new,” explained Logan, adding that the rule is
designed to reduce the overall impact
on the livestock industry, and expedite
traceability to point of origin, should
there ever be a disease outbreak.
The rule will require any sexually intact beef cattle or bison over 18
months of age to have official identification prior to moving interstate.
Recreational and exhibition cattle
of any age and gender will all be required to have official identification,
and all dairy cattle of any age will also
need official identification. There are
certain exceptions, including one for

those animals going directly to custom
slaughter.
The final rule follows two extensive
public comment periods, and Logan
noted that for the most part, he feels
those public comments were listened
to, with efforts made to keep common
sense within the rule in most instances.
However, that isn’t to say there won’t
be changes and challenges going forward.
“The part that will make the most
impact and be the most difficult for
livestock producers and veterinarians to comply with says, ‘official ID
tag numbers for any animal that is required to be identified will have to be
recorded on the official certificate of
veterinary health inspection as an individual tag number.’
“You can’t put ‘this animal is identified with official ID.’ That will not be
sufficient anymore, nor will a range
of tag numbers with the identified
animal falling within that range,” explained Logan of the biggest hurdle
and change the rule will result in.
This applies to interstate movement
of animals, and Logan noted that several western states, including South
Dakota and Nebraska, already require
individual identifications numbers to
be recorded on a health certificate. Prior to the rule, Wyoming did not require
individual numbers being recorded.

The exception to having the veterinarian record ID on the health certificate is that the state may generate a
form on which producers (or vets) can
record individual identification numbers, thus allowing individual numbers
to be recorded prior to the veterinarian
examining the cattle for the health certificate.
“Wyoming has already devised a
form. I realize this will be a pain in the
neck and will slow commerce down.
But, at least with this form, the producer can record all the individual tags
(for animals that will move interstate)
as he runs animals through the chute,
which can be done in the absence of
a vet. That way the vet doesn’t have
to stand there all day while cattle are
going through the chute, charging an
hourly fee just to issue a health certificate,” noted Logan.
Official identification includes multiple accepted ear tags, breed registry
ID’s and brands on cattle and bison.
“However, to accept a brand, the
states being shipped to and from have
to agree to use them as official identification. We have polled every state vet
in the country, and we’ve got answers
from about 90 percent, and the answer
from every one of our primary state
trading partners is that not a single one
will accept brands alone as official
identification,” stated Logan. “Except

Wyoming State Veterinarian Jim Logan spoke to Farm Bureau members
at the WyFB Legislative Meeting regarding the final USDA traceability
rule. Kerin Clark photo.

in the case of commuter permits for
seasonal grazing.”
However, the metal brucellosis vaccination tag, or bangs tag, will be considered official identification. The new
orange RFID Brucellosis Vaccination
tag, the Wyoming green tag, and 840
RFID (or non-RFID) tags, and the
USDA-APHIS silver “BRITE” tag
will all also qualify as official identification.
The Wyoming Livestock Board is
See ‘Disease Traceability’ page 6
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Young Farmer and Rancher News
Learning opportunities, motivation, friendships and more at AFBF YF&R Conference
By Kerin Clark
so happy and thankful to be involved
“Celebrating Tradition, Embracing with such a great organization,” BarChange” was the theme of the 2013 low said. “It is also good to know that
American Farm Bureau Federation there are people out there just as pasYoung Farmer & Rancher Conference. sionate and willing to share their story
The conference was Feb. 8-11, 2013 in about agriculture as I am!”
Phoenix, Ariz.
According to Barlow, the sessions
Five young ranchers from Wyo- at the conference helped her in many
ming attended the conference. The ways. “From attending sessions and
Farm Bureau member conference is learning about ‘The Budget Chalopen to the nation’s
lenge: Budget Imyoung farmers and
pacts for Ag and You’
ranchers between the
to
‘Leadership…
ages of 18-35. The
What Does It Really
conference provides
Mean?,’ I was able
“I’m so happy and
great networking opto better myself as a
thankful to be involved
portunities, educarepresentative of the
with such a great organitional and informaagriculture industry,”
zation. It is also good to
tive speakers and
Barlow said.
know that there are people
agriculture tours. The
“As a young agout there just as passionate
AFBF YF&R Colricultural producer
and willing to share their
legiate
Discussion
I was able to gain
story about agriculture as
Meet is also held at
valuable insight into
I am!”—Kailey Barlow,
this conference. See
the nationwide agriWyFB YF&R Committee
related story on this
culture industry. All
page.
too often, I have chosen to focus on the
Wyoming attendees included: Al- specific industry I am familiar with…
bany County Farm Bureau YF&R the beef industry,” She continued. “By
County Chairs Kyle and Stacy Berger; going to the AFBF YF&R Conference,
Kaitlynn Glover, Collegiate Discus- I was able to network with young agsion Meet contestant; Kailey Barlow, ricultural producers all over the nation.
WyFB YF&R Committee; and Heath- Learning about how their operation
er Hamilton, WyFB YF&R Commit- works was fun, educational, and even
tee Vice Chair.
mind-blowing at times.”
This was Kailey Barlow’s first trip
Barlow noted that a story shared
to an AFBF YF&R Conference and by one of the keynote speakers, Mishe described it as “incredible!” “I’m
See ‘AFBF YF&R Conference’ page 6

“

Wyoming Teachers &
Students K-5th grades

We invite you to
participate in the 2013
WyFB YF&R program
“Ag Books for Kids.”
Step 1: Check out “Star Becomes a
Mother” by Rianna and Sheridan Chaney
from your elementary school library.
(Books donated by your county Farm Bureau)

Step 2: Visit www.wyfb.org,
click on education tab for
contest details and rules.
County contest deadline: April 10, 2013.
Questions: Contact Kerin
Clark, WyFB, at 307.532.2002
or kclark@wyfb.org.

Wyoming participants at the American Farm Bureau Federation
Young Farmer & Rancher Conference Feb. 8-11, 2013 in Phoenix,
Arizona. From left to right: Kyle and Stacy Berger, Albany County
Farm Bureau YF&R Chair; Heather Hamilton, WyFB YF&R State Vice
Chair; Kailey Barlow, WyFB YF&R Committee; and Kaitlynn Glover,
UW student.

UW’s Kaitlynn Glover advanced to “Sweet
16” in AFBF Collegiate Discussion Meet
By Kerin Clark
University of Wyoming College
of Agriculture and Natural Resources student Kaitlynn Glover represented the Wyoming Farm Bureau
Federation in the American Farm
Bureau Federation Young Farmer &
Rancher (YF&R) 2013 Collegiate
Discussion Meet. The competition
was held Feb. 10, 2013 in Phoenix,
Ariz.
Glover advanced to the “Sweet
16” round of the competition. Forty-eight competitors from 33 states
competed in this year’s AFBF Collegiate Discussion Meet. All competitors received a $250 scholarship,
courtesy of CHS Foundation, in recognition of their efforts and making
it to the national level.
The competition is designed
to simulate a committee meeting
where discussion and active participation are expected from each committee member. Glover competed
in two rounds of discussion before
advancing to the “Sweet 16” round
of competition.
“I cannot thank the WyFB YF&R
enough for the opportunity to help
represent Wyoming recently in
Phoenix,” Glover said about the opportunity. “Too often, we talk about
young folks failing to return to agricultural communities and the detrimental effects thereof. The young
agriculturalists in Phoenix were intelligent, well-spoken and engaged
in their communities, and because
of them my faith in the future of agriculture has been renewed.”
Glover noted this national competition provides a great benefit to col-

Kaitlynn Glover, of Casper, represented the Wyoming Farm Bureau in
the AFBF YF&R Collegiate Discussion Meet. Glover receives her national achievement plaque from AFBF
YF&R Committee Chair Zach Hunnicutt. AFBF photo.

lege agriculture students. “Students
often are limited to discussions at
their respective universities and are
unable to engage with peers across
the country,” She said. “The Discussion Meet facilitates conversations
that otherwise would not occur and
presents the opportunity for youth in
the agriculture industry to establish
a united front against issues with
substantial industry impacts.”
“I have never doubted the longevity of our industry, but I was so
thankful to see so many ‘kids’ willing to have the tough conversations,
like those surrounding immigration
reform, facing our industry,” She
continued. “Thank you again for the
opportunity to participate in such a
wonderful leadership convention!”
WyFB YF&R Committee Vice
See ‘Collegiate Discussion Meet’ page 7
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Generations Nourishing Generations
By Kerin Clark
Nourish. Webster’s Dictionary
defines nourish as: “to supply with
food; to feed and cause to grow; to
nurture; to encourage.” “Generations Nourishing Generations” is the
theme for the 2013 National Agriculture Day celebration.
The definition of nourish fits agriculture in two ways. First, generations of farmers and ranchers have
supplied generations of consumers
with food. Second, generations of
farmers and ranchers have encouraged and trained the next generation
of farmers and ranchers.
Generations of food production
For generations, farmers and ranchers have produced food and fiber for
our nation. For generations, farmers
and ranchers have cared for the land
and the animals. For generations,
farmers and ranchers have provided
habitat for wildlife. For generations to
come, they will continue to be a part
of keeping Wyoming strong!
Agriculture also provides strength
to the economy. The value of agriculture in Wyoming exceeds one billion dollars (Wyoming Agricultural
Statistics 2012). Additionally, agriculture has a ripple effect on local
economies, putting money back into
the community with purchases at the
implement dealers, veterinary clinics, grocery stores and more.
Local governments also benefit
through property taxes and cost of
services when land remains in production agriculture. These lands only
require 69 cents in services for each
dollar paid in local taxes. Compare
that to $2.40 cents in services for
each dollar paid in local taxes by rural residential landowners. (University of Wyoming, College of Agriculture and Natural Resources, Dept. of
Agricultural and Applied Science.)
Generations of training
The second component of generations nourishing generations is the
families that make up the agriculture industry. Generations before us
have established the operations and
taught the next generation how to
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run the family business. The next
generation also offers new ideas to
the older generations.
The Hefenieder family in
Washakie County has three generations working together. “My dad,
Bill, is very soon to be 78 years old,”
Jim Hefenieder said. “He is the first
one to work in the morning. My
mom, Bonnie, manages our office. I
work with my two brothers, Bob and
John, and their son’s Al and Blake
help us get the work done.”
“There is an indescribable relationship between my Dad and his
grandsons. Of course the respect
from the grandsons towards Grandpa
is immense,” Hefenieder explained.
“Grandpa and Grandma are good to
counsel the young guys.”
“The older generations contribute
historical knowledge and the younger generations bring many new ideas
and very much needed energy and
enthusiasm,” Hefenieder said.
“Every day each generation is
learning from the other,” He continued. “Parental nurturing goes on all
of the time, but there is also a lot of
nurturing between uncles and nephews.”
According to Hefenieder, working in a multi-generational operation
is all his family knows. “My father
worked with his father and grandfather and I remember working with
my grandfather,” He said. “I enjoy
working with my nephews. It’s just
the way it is.”
“While I cannot say every hour
of every day is perfect, I have to tell
you that many of us hardly know
how it could be different,” He continued.
“I believe having the ability to
function as multi-generational operations is something that sets agriculture apart from many industries,”
He stated. “You cannot hire the kind
of help you can raise. Those little
ones that have been going along and
watching and doing a little more
each year just turn into mighty good
workers.”
Hefenieder noted the loyalty and
dedication to each other is invaluable. “I know when the chips are
down, there are folks I can count
on,” He said. “It’s that loyalty and
dedication to people that truly care
about each other and a common
cause that makes them pull together
and get things done like no one else
could.”
This is just one example of many
multi-generational families in agriculture. Take time to meet some of
the folks in your community who
are a part of the agriculture industry.

“Generations Nourishing Generations.” Three generations of the Hefenieder family work together on their family farm in Washakie County. Bill (tractor
door) and Bonnie Hefenieder (bottom of steps) farm with their sons John, Bob
(far left) and Jim (far right) and their grandsons Al (sitting in tire) and Blake
(standing on tire). Beth Hefenieder photo.

For generations to come, they will
continue to nourish the next generation of consumers and the next generation of food producers.
The Wyoming Farm Bureau invites all Wyomingites to “Celebrate
Agriculture” and learn more about

its role in your daily lives and recognize the issues impacting agriculture. We proudly celebrate Wyoming
agriculture and its people every day
of the year and specifically on Wyoming Agriculture Day, March 19,
2013. Visit us at www.wyfb.org.

“Friend of Farm Bureau”
award presented to Wyoming
Congressional Delegation
By Kerin Clark
United States Senator Mike Enzi
(R-Wyo.), United States Senator
John Barrasso (R-Wyo.) and United States Representative Cynthia
Lummis (R-Wyo.) all received the
2012 American Farm Bureau Federation “Friend of Farm Bureau”
award. The awards were presented
at the 2013 Wyoming Farm Bureau
Federation Legislative Meeting
Feb. 18-19 in Cheyenne.
The “Friend of Farm Bureau”
award is given at the end of each
Congress to those members of
Congress who were nominated
by their respective state Farm Bureaus and approved by the American Farm Bureau Federation
Board of Directors.
This award is based upon voting
records on AFBF’s priority issues
established by the Board of Directors, number of bills that a member
has sponsored and co-sponsored,
specific leadership role for Farm

Bureau on priority issues, and
how accessible and responsive that
member is to Farm Bureau members and leaders.
“Senator Enzi, Senator Barrasso and Representative Lummis all
expressed their appreciation for
the Farm Bureau’s input on agriculture issues and the work we
do to keep agriculture strong and
protect private property rights,”
WyFB President Livingston said.
“We are fortunate to have strong
representation of our Wyoming
way of life in Washington D.C.
through our Congressional Delegation.”
Each member thanked the Farm
Bureau for the award and for speaking out on issues of importance to
Wyoming.
“I appreciate the input you give
me and the great job you (farmers and ranchers) do in keeping
America going,” Senator Enzi
See ‘Friend of Farm Bureau’ page 16
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Legislative Meeting
tools available to farmers and ranchers.
Wyoming Farm Bureau Young Farmer
& Rancher Committee Vice Chair Heather
Hamilton made a presentation titled “Getting Agriculture’s story to the public without
using the internet.” Heather was motivated
to make this presentation after hearing from
producers who are always told to tell their
story, but they don’t have a computer or internet access. Heather encouraged producers to tell their story and shared ways to do
so without using a computer. One example
was to spend some time with hunters before
they hunt on your land and share with them

From page 1

what you do on your operation and why you
do it. She also recommended working with
members of the WyFB YF&R Committee to
help tell the story of agriculture.
WyFB and Legislative Updates
WyFB President Perry Livingston presented an update on WyFB activities. WyFB
lobbyists Ken Hamilton and Brett Moline
then presented a legislative issues update.
Members met one-on-one Monday evening
with legislators and agency personnel during the legislative banquet. A speaker’s forum was held Tuesday morning. See articles
throughout this issue.

AFBF YF&R Conference

From page 4

chael Abraschoff, related to young Berger said the conference changed
producers. “At a young age, he was how they look at Farm Bureau and
selected to become
how they will enCommander of USS
courage other young
Benfold, which was
producers to be inan underperforming
volved. “It was such
“It was such a great trip
naval war ship in the
a great trip and we are
and we are going to be
Pacific. Despite his
going to be involved
involved with Farm Buage or experience,
with Farm Bureau
reau in every capacity we
Michael Abraschoff
in every capacity we
can be.”—Stacy and Kyle
was determined to
can be,” Stacy Berger
Berger, Albany Counimprove the ship,
said. According to
ty Farm Bureau YF&R
despite knowing that
Stacy, they really enChairs
very few thought the
joyed meeting farmship would actually improve,” Barlow ers and ranchers from across the counstated. “His story reminded me a lot try who were like-minded people there
of the challenges young farmers and to learn. “Many of the people we met
ranchers face today.”
were young couples just like us who
Albany County Farm Bureau had kids at home, were worried about
YF&R County Chairs Kyle and Stacy the drought, were dealing with farm/
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Disease Traceability
currently purchasing orange RFID
Brucellosis vaccination tags through
a cooperative agreement at no additional cost to producers, and Logan
noted that producers can request
those through their vet. Wyoming
green tags are also distributed free
of charge from the Livestock Board
for identification purposes. Yellow
840 RFID tags have primarily been
used in herds involved in Brucellosis
testing to simplify the process when
going back through those herds for
subsequent testing.
“I hope that if we gravitate toward
more RFID tags that sale barns and
vets will be able to acquire better
technology capabilities, and be able
to utilize that technology in recording
those tag numbers. Use of metal tags
in the short term is something that
will slow things down when you’re
selling cattle,” commented Logan.
Producers can switch from metal
to RFID tags, but Logan said there
would be some red tape to work
through in that situation. It would
also require that the metal tags be left

Washakie County farmer Angus Powell (left) and Big Horn County
rancher Keith Hamilton (right) visit with Senator Gerry Geis (center). Senator Geis is the chair of the Senate Agriculture Committee and was the guest speaker at the Monday luncheon of the
WyFB Legislative Meeting. Kerin Clark photo.

ranch transitions and who had ideas
that they were so willing to share,”
Stacy said.
“As a young producer, I brought
so many ideas and suggestions home
that will help to make our operation
more efficient,” Stacy explained. “One
of our speakers explained that a family operation without a plan is like a
ship that has no map to follow or no
navigation system and the ship is being tossed around by the waves and
the waves dictate what the ship does
instead of following the route that has
been set.”
“This made so much sense and we
have since held a family meeting, we
have created a vision together and
the communication between the generations has greatly improved,” Stacy

From page 3

in, and correlated to the added RFID
tags.
“If your animal already has one
official tag – any of those that are approved, do not just add another identification tag to them. We’re telling
vets and sale barns the same thing.
Sometimes to speed things up, a vet
will run cattle through and instead of
recording what’s already there, they
will add a metal silver clip to a group
of cattle, and we know of cattle running through barns that have three
or more of those tags. That is not
allowed in this rule, for many good
reasons,” said Logan, listing confusion and inability to find actual point
of origin during traceback as two examples.
Inconsistency between states,
and within some states, on which
ear to put official RFID vaccination
tags has caused confusion regarding
where an official tag is supposed to
be.
“Numerous other states have allowed the use of the RFID vaccination tag to be in the left ear. To me,

that does nothing but confuse the issue, and I know it’s already confusing
vets. I have always been a proponent
of the right ear being for the official
tag, bangs tag, etc…” explained Logan.
Sheep and goats will continue to
follow the scrapie program, as they
have for several years. Horses, donkeys, burros and mules will not be required to be electronically identified.
The negative coggins test, official
certificate of health inspection, and a
brand inspection when crossing state
lines will continue to comprise the
equine requirements.
For producers wanting to know
more, Logan encouraged them to visit the APHIS website and download
the entire rule, adding that the “guts”
are on pages 125-146. People with
questions or comments after reading
it are encouraged to contact the state
vet’s office or the Wyoming USDAAPHIS office in Cheyenne.
To download the entire rule,
please visit www.aphis.usda.gov/
traceability

concluded. “We are excited to see
what the future holds for our family
ranching operation.”
Heather Hamilton, WyFB YF&R
Committee Vice Chair has represented
WyFB YF&R at two national meetings and two statewide meetings in
the matter of one month. According to
Hamilton, she has been asked if it gets
old attending multiple conferences in a
short time period.
“I can honestly say that not only
do I always enjoy them, but they also
seem to continually improve,” She
said. “This conference was a fantastic
blend of educational topics, interaction
with producers from across the country, and the unique opportunity of seeing agriculture in a specific region of
our country firsthand.”
“When you live where I do, it can be
difficult to find opportunities that are
both fun and educational,” Hamilton
stated. “Flying to Arizona in February
to hear premier speakers, tour one of
the state’s largest dairies, and visit with
people whose passion is similar to
mine was the epitome of a good time.”
“Young agriculturalists should all
jump at the chance to fly across the
country with a bunch of fellow ranchers and farmers to meet for a few days.
There isn’t a better group of people
to meet with or a more important industry to meet and work on behalf of
than agriculture,” Hamilton said. “It is
so encouraging to see and hear about
the positive people and actions being
taken in and for our industry, and these
are conferences where you get to experience that firsthand.”
“I always come home rejuvenated,
excited about the future, and ready to
use the tools I acquired to do my part
to ensure the future vitality of our industry,” Hamilton concluded.
The 2014 AFBF YF&R Conference will be at Virginia Beach Feb.
7-10, 2014. Registration deadline is
mid-December. Mark your calendars today and contact Kerin Clark at
307.532.2002 or kclark@wyfb.org for
more information.
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Governor Mead
approach to the budget, I want you
to understand these cuts and why
I’m going to make the decisions I
make.”
“I will continue to make sure
Wyoming is fiscally conservative,”
He continued. “We are going to save
hundreds of millions of dollars this
year and that is appropriate. We will
continue to be fiscally conservative
and I will not outspend our revenue,
but I want the ability to make cuts
where they are needed rather than
across the board. And, if you agree
with that I ask for your support.”
In his address to Farm Bureau, he
outlined some budget history and
explanations. “Natural gas prices
make up 20-40 percent of the state’s
revenue,” Mead explained. “So
when natural gas prices drop, it has
a huge impact on the state budget.”
“Last session I based my budget
on $4 natural gas, which I thought
was the right place,” Mead continued. “Then right before the session
started, the CREG (Consensus Revenue Estimating Group) said $3.25
gas looks more appropriate, so we
had to revise my budget.”
According to Mead, the 75 cent
differential equated to $115 million
to cut out of the budget. “As the legislature went into the 2012 budget
session they tried to build a budget
reflective of natural gas prices and as
part of that, they recommended each
agency (with exception of Dept. of
Health) cut its budget by 4 percent,”
He explained. “After the session we
saw continued decline in natural
gas prices, so I asked each agency
to double the cut to 8 percent. They
did and I submitted a supplemental
budget this session that cut 6.5 percent for one year from the state’s
budget.”
“The budget this session from
the legislature calls for automatic
preparation of 4, 6 or 8 percent additional cuts,” Mead stated. “Everyone needs to be fiscally conservative
and we cannot outspend our revenue, but predicting now for one year
down the road of what we need to
cut doesn’t make sense to me.”
“This has an impact on what we
do in the state, I’ve asked the legislature not to mandate cuts going
forward,” Mead stated. “We need
to look at the revenue picture as we
have done in the past, look at what
the CREG projects, and look at the
needs of the state.”
Governor Mead used the Department of Agriculture cuts as an example. “The Department of Agriculture was included in the cuts,” He
said. “Their cuts amounted to 7.75
percent; if we go into the legisla-

From page 1

ture next session as the Legislature
wants to, it would be double.”
Mead listed some of the cuts
made in the Department of Agriculture: administration travel, board
travel, brucellosis task force travel,
pesticide disposal program, reduced
equipment rentals for technical services division, seed lab reductions,
ADMB rabies and rodent predator
control and research grants, mosquito grant funding to local governments cut, and predator management cuts.

Governor Matt Mead

“When we talk about these cuts
I’ve never heard anyone in Wyoming say we shouldn’t be fiscally
conservative, and we should be,”
Mead said. “The cuts I’ve recommended are not easy to make, but we
have to more forward and realize we
don’t want to be penny wise, pound
foolish.”
“When you start cutting the ability of the private sector to do their
work and in turn provide revenue
back to the state that is not the way
we want to go in my mind. These
cuts are real cuts, they are going to
affect state and local government
and they are going to affect producers,” Mead said.
“If we double these cuts for
next year they will have double
the affect, so that is why I say
before we look at cuts across the
board, let’s look at what the revenue picture is and be strategic
in any further cuts we make,” He
continued. “We don’t want to just
say everyone cut the same, we
want to support the programs that
Wyoming gets a return on whether
it is in people or in private sector
providing revenue.”
“So this is a decision point and
the Legislature and I see this dif-

ferently,” Mead said. “I’m just not
accepting that we need across the
board cuts for every agency without
regard to what the revenue picture
is going to be. I don’t think that is
the way most of us plan our private
budgets. We look at our revenue and
we make the hard decisions going
forward.”
In a Feb. 21 news release from
the Governor’s office, Governor
Mead thanked lawmakers for their
work on the budget for Fiscal Year
2014. The supplemental budget will
reduce ongoing spending by over 6
percent. It also eliminates over 130
positions across state government,
according to the release.
Governor Mead did disagree with
parts of the bill and vetoed those
parts. The Governor’s vetoes included the requirement of specific
budget cut percentages before the
state’s revenue is known.
Money to fight fires
Another line-item veto by the
Governor will make more money
available to fight fires this summer,
according to the release.
“I asked for money to fight fires
and it was rejected,” Mead said. “I
don’t think you need to rely on a
weather agency to say it looks dry. It
looks dry, and it is dry almost everywhere I go.”
“It is important to me that the
state prepares to fight fires and we
are going to be prepared to fight fires
this year,” He said.
Governor Mead explained last
year the state spent roughly $45
million fighting fires. According to
Mead, some money had to be taken
from other agencies so he asked for

the $60 million to replace the agency money as well as fight fires for
the season. The Legislature provided $23 million dollars to fight fires.
This was a line-item veto by Governor Mead.
“As Governor, I don’t feel like I
should say to the counties there is
only $23 million dollars so if you
are going to have a fire, have it early
because if you are on the back end it
won’t be able to be addressed.”
Endangered Species Act
“The other issue I would ask you
to weigh in on is the Endangered
Species Act (ESA),” Mead said.
“Whether it is sage grouse, grizzly
bears, whatever it may be.”
“This is a continuing source of
frustration for my office,” He continued. “It seems to me the ESA is too
often driven by attorneys and courts
and is not driven by the need to protect a species. So much of what we
do in land use management policy is
centered around or at least touches
on the ESA. It is very difficult to try
to plan where you are going when at
any time a species can be asked to
be listed.”
Your voice is heard
“You all have a voice and I know
you’ve used that voice in the past on
endangered species, especially with
wolves, and I’d ask you to continue
to use your voice on the various issues our state faces,” Mead concluded. “I appreciate the work you
do. Without this group, we certainly
wouldn’t have been able to do some
of the things we have in the last
couple of years, in particular with
regards to wolves. Thank you very
much.”

Collegiate Discussion Meet From page 4
Chair Heather Hamilton stated
Kaitlynn was a great representative of Wyoming in the national
competition. “She did a great job
contributing to many of those
tough discussions in a tactful
and highly intelligent fashion,”
Hamilton stated. “It is equally
inspiring to those of us a few
years out of college to see great
young people such as Kaitlynn
graduating in agricultural fields
of study.”
Glover, of Casper, is a senior
at the University of Wyoming
pursuing a career in agriculture
communications with a minor in
international agriculture economics. Upon graduation, she plans to
attend graduate school in Ireland
to prepare herself to be an effective advocate of agriculture in an
increasingly globalized market.

She is currently serving in an agricultural internship in Washington, D.C.
“Although I am currently
pursuing international graduate
studies, opportunities like this
enhance my ability to be an effective advocate for the agricultural community,” Glover stated.
“Undoubtedly, I will participate
in the Young Farmers and Ranchers committee when I return to
the states, and I look forward to
working with them to continue
the wonderful traditions that are
the Western way of life!”
The Wyoming Farm Bureau
Federation YF&R Collegiate
Discussion Meet is held in the
fall each year. The competition is
open to all Wyoming junior college and university students majoring in agriculture.
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Big Horn County wins gold quota award
By Kerin Clark
The Big Horn County Farm Bureau won the gold quota membership award at the Wyoming Farm
Bureau 2013 Legislative Meeting.
This award is a traveling trophy presented to the county that reaches the
greatest percentage of its membership quota. Big Horn County made
108% of quota by the meeting.
The county reaching the greatest percentage of regular member
quota is recognized with the silver
quota traveling trophy. Sweetwater
County had met 118% of their regular member quota by the legislative
meeting earning them the award.
Natrona County had the greatest
gain (113%) of regular members
from the previous year earning them
the century club membership of Ken
Hamilton, WyFB executive vice
president.
Team work is essential to the success of any activity and membership

work is no exception. One county in
each district is recognized each year
for the “Team Work” award. The
county Farm Bureau receives a $250
cash award to recognize their membership drive volunteers. The award
is based on a point system recognizing quota achievements. The winning counties are: Big Horn County,
Northwest District; Johnson County,
Northeast District; Goshen County,
Southeast District; Natrona County,
Central District and Teton County,
Southwest District.
County membership secretaries
are responsible for a large portion
of membership work. Three outstanding membership secretaries
are selected each year by WyFB
staff members Ellen Westbrook
and Dominique Giroux to receive a
$100 cash prize and certificate. The
2013 “Outstanding Membership
Secretary” awards were presented
to: Abby Raymer, Carbon County;

One county in each district was awarded a “Team Work Award.” From left to
right: Kevin Baars, WyFB Membership Committee Vice Chair; Keith Hamilton,
Big Horn County; Elden Baldwin, Goshen County; and Don Pavack, Natrona
County. Not pictured: Johnson County and Teton County. Kerin Clark photo.

Brooke Gleich, Laramie County;
and Denise Baars, Niobrara County. The award is based on performance, quality of transmittals, and
outstanding effort towards reaching
quota.
“Membership is the lifeblood of

Farm Bureau,” said Kevin Baars,
Wyoming Farm Bureau Membership Committee Vice Chair. “We
are proud to recognize the efforts of
these volunteers who give so much
of their time in support of our organization.”

Wyoming Farm Bureau
Membership
Committee
Vice Chair Kevin Baars (left)
presents the Gold Quota
membership trophy to Big
Horn County at the recent
WyFB Legislative Meeting.
Big Horn County Farm Bureau Board member Keith
Hamilton accepted the
award. Kerin Clark photo.

The Silver Quota Award was
accepted by Shirley Delambert, Sweetwater County
Farm Bureau board member. Kevin Baars, WyFB
Membership
Committee
Vice Chair, presented the
award at the Legislative
Meeting. Kerin Clark photo.
Natrona County Farm & Ranch Bureau was recognized for having the
greatest gain in regular members
from the previous year. This achievement earned the county the century
club membership of Wyoming Farm
Bureau Executive Vice President Ken
Hamilton. Natrona County Farm &
Ranch Bureau President Don Pavack
(right) accepts the award from WyFB
Membership Committee Vice Chair
Kevin Baars (left). Kerin Clark photo.

Visit us on Facebook!
Go to www.wyfb.org and click the Facebook links on
the left side of the page to visit the Facebook pages for
Farm Bureau Young Farmers and Ranchers.

farmers and ranchers have
cared for the land and
their animals while
producing food and fiber
for our nation.

For generations,
farmers and ranchers have
utilized the Wyoming Farm
Bureau Federation as their
“Voice for Agriculture.”

For generations,
the Wyoming Farm Bureau
has stood for constitutional
government, competitive
enterprise system, private
property rights and
individual freedom.

www.wyfb.org
800.442.8325
“Trust!” photo: Alta Barker, Evanston

Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation and for Wyoming

For generations,
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Ag and livestock theft--Oedekoven “Ag Books for Kids” to the classroom
Farm Bureau members across the dan and Rianna Chaney. County
provides updates and insights
state are sharing agriculture with el- Farm Bureaus purchase and donate
By Heather Hamilton
Reprinted from Tri-State Livestock News
“I’m not new to theft. In fact, as
the sheriff, Squiggy and four of his
closest friends got stolen in the summer of 1996,” began Executive Director of the Wyoming Association
of Sheriffs and Chiefs of Police Byron Oedekoven during his presentation on ag and livestock theft at the
Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation
(WyFB) Annual Legislative Meeting in Cheyenne on Feb 19.
“Squiggy was a little steer that
had been dropped on his head and he
was a little simple around the edges.
But, he loved to see you and hoped
you brought him a piece of cake,
and somebody managed to load up
Squiggy and four of his friends and
take off. I have a pretty good idea of
who, but what you know and what
you can prove turn out to be two
different things,” explained Oedekoven of his personal experiences
with theft on his ranching operation.
He continued, noting that he
hoped to shed light on what the
situation is today, and how producers can best work to prevent theft,
or react when they realize they have
experienced it.
Oedekoven began with a trip
down cinema memory lane, which
included stops at Andy Griffith and
Dirty Harry, and highlighted how
the movies changed public perception of law enforcement from one of
white hat – good guy, and black hat
– bad guy, to the point of violating
rights to solve cases, with outside
help since local enforcement was
unable to solve anything on their
own.
“Our dilemma in law enforcement
is we use to be able to hire the ranch
kids with a little common sense and
a little different outlook on rural issues, and that’s getting harder to do.
Our pool of applicants has shrunk,
and I would offer that the movies and
TV has made the idea of a position
in law enforcement not as appealing
as it used to be when the good guys
wore white hats,” explained Oedekoven of the changes that have likely
been most noticeable when working
with law enforcement on rural issues, including livestock theft.
With fewer rural applicants comes
a less comprehensive understanding
of livestock in general, and the rules,
regulations and laws specific to
them. While officer trainees are given a short course on livestock theft
and transportation during training, it
does not sink in with all of them. To
help with this, Wyoming Livestock

ementary school children through
Farm Bureau’s “Ag Books for Kids”
program. The 2013 book is titled
“Star Becomes A Mother” by Sheri-

the agriculture book to their local
schools. Many county Farm Bureaus
follow-up with a classroom book
reading and agriculture activity.

Goshen County
Farm Bureau member and Goshen County rancher
Dixie Roth is shown here conducting an activity called
“A Day Without Agriculture.” Roth read to ten fourth
and fifth grade classes in Torrington and conducted interactive activities to help the students
learn more about agriculture. Along
with writing a list of daily items we use
that come from agriculture, students
also made ear tags as they learned about
forms of livestock identification. Some classes marked
“AG” on the back of their tags to remind them what they
learned about agriculture. Kerin Clark photos.
Byron Oedekoven

Board Director Leanne Stevenson
is preparing additional educational
materials to present to deputies and
officers in an effort to increase their
understanding, and comfort level in
asking questions when dealing with
livestock specific situations.
“What we see now is in one area
of the state, someone is putting up
game cameras to watch the ranchers in their driveways. Someone is
up to no good, because they want to
know when you’re coming and going. That one took me aback a little
bit, that the bad guys would use that
to know when the good guys were
gone. Not good,” noted Oedekoven
of what situations are transpiring in
livestock theft today.
Another “thief of opportunity” in
Riverton had a mystical lost puppy.
She would drive up a driveway and
knock on a door. If someone answered, she would ask about her lost
puppy. But, if they didn’t answer,
she went inside and helped herself
to cash, and usually two-three pieces
of jewelry. She was caught after a
rancher driving by a neighbors noticed a strange car had been in the
driveway a while, and knew the
owners were not home. He got the
car’s plate number and description
and called local law enforcement.
When the dust settled, over $60,000
was recovered from the thief.
“An observant rancher is who
called, and that’s good. That’s how
it should be,” noted Oedekoven of
the importance of paying attention
in catching thieves, both by citizens
and law enforcement personnel,
and the fact that most thieves work
to avoid confrontation when taking
items of any type.
“One of the takeaway points here
is you need to talk to and involve
See ‘Ag and livestock theft’ page 12

Niobrara County
Wyoming Farm Bureau YF&R Vice
Chair Heather Hamilton, Niobrara County Farm Bureau President Andy Greer
and fellow rancher Kitson Brown-Boldon
joined forces to present “Ag Books for
Kids” to Lusk Elementary students. The
“Ag Book” was read to the classes and a
coordinating “ear tag” activity was conducted. The presentation was made to
grades kindergarten through fifth grade at
Lusk Elementary. According to Heather
Hamilton, the presentations sparked a
lot of conversation about agriculture.
“We talked predators, brands, harvesting
livestock, fencing, creep feeding, and of
course cattle and calving,” She said.

Learning about cattle identification, students were able
to make their own “identification” tag for their backpacks.

Heather Hamilton and Andy Greer visiting with students about agriculture.

Kitson Brown-Boldon and Heather Hamilton reading “Star Becomes a Mother.”
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Wyoming Classifieds
NOTICE
CLASSIFIED POLICY:
1) Wyoming Farm Bureau members
are entitled to free classified advertising in
this publication for the purpose of selling
items they grow or make themselves, selling used machinery or household items,
for posting wanted advertising. Real estate
sales not included. Each member family is
entitled to two (2) free ads per month, for
3 months, of up to 40 words each. Member ads will be accepted by mail at PO
Box 685, Torrington, WY 82240, fax to
307.532.2479 or e-mail to kclark@wyfb.
org. Please include member’s name and
county.
2) Non-Wyoming Farm Bureau members and WyFB members acting as agents
or dealers of products produced outside
the member’s family may purchase commercial classified advertising at $0.50 per
word, at a minimum of $5.00 per ad. Discounts: 5% for 4 to 9 insertions, 10% for 10
or more insertions. Commercial ads must
be submitted in writing, and an agreement
regarding payment must be made between
Farm Bureau and the advertiser.
DEADLINE:
Ads should be received by the 3rd
Thursday of the month in order to appear
in the next month’s issue. Advertisers are
asked to check your ad and report any errors. Contact: Email kclark@wyfb.org
or call 307.532.2002. Paid ads must be
mailed, typed or neatly printed, together
with any payment due, to Wyoming Ag-

WYOMING
LIVESTOCK

riculture, Farm Bureau, P.O. Box 685,
Torrington, WY 82240. Free ads must be
resubmitted by mail or e-mail after running
three months. Ads for which there is payment due will run according to agreement
between Wyoming Farm Bureau and the
advertiser. Advance payment is preferred
for first-time advertisers.
NOTE:
The appearance of any ad in Wyoming
Agriculture does not constitute an endorsement or approval of the product or service
offered. The advertiser is liable for content of the advertisement and any claims
arising therefrom against this publication.
The Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation
reserves the right to refuse any advertising
not considered in keeping with its publication’s standards.

LIVESTOCK
TWO WELL BROKE, SOUND,
GELDINGS. Dan, 12 year old dark bay
$1200. Gus,15 year old dunn $800. Both
have seen a lot of mountain trails. Ride
or pack. Both carry the spur brand, right
hip. Papered AQHA. 307.899.4422 or
307.899.4637.
AQHA GELDINGS, MARES AND
COLTS out of Lowry Star JR, Doc O Dynamite and Colonel Freckles bred horses.
50 years of experience breeding, training and handling horses. Several rope
horses available. Contact Jim Bower at
307.388.4304. Custom hauling available.

ROUNDUP

Wyoming's only weekly publication devoted to
agriculture, the Wyoming Livestock Roundup
reaches the majority of the state's agricultural
producers. We have subscribers from Jackson to
Pine Bluffs and from Hulett to Evanston.
Every major livestock auction and implement dealer
in the state regularly advertises in the Roundup.
Advertising rates and subscriptions can be
obtained by calling 800-967-1647 or 307-234-2700.

EQUIPMENT
FOR SALE: 8’ x 10’ Factory made cattle guard. Excellent shape. Five-years-old.
$1,000 O.B.O. in Thermopolis area. Call
970.260.3298.
STEEL CATTLE GUARD—10 ft L x
8ft W $3800.00 Ph. 307.287.6159
1998 FORD E-250 LARGE CAPACITY WORK VAN WITH CONSTRUCTION tools needed for remodeling and
building business. Air compressor, hose,
extension cords on reels, phnumatic nailers, table, miter, cordless saws, drills, airless paint sprayer, texturing machine, levels, squares, lights, ladders, metal brake,
hand tools, rotary hammer, and other. Call
307.352.3736.

W YOMING
F ARM B UREAU

MISCELLANEOUS
HAY FOR SALE. 150 tons third and
fourth cutting alfalfa in 3x3 bales $250/
ton; $380/ton second cutting alfalfa; big
round bales $200/ton. At Worland, Wyoming 921.9217, 867.2373.
GUN CABINET- holds 12 guns plus
lockup glass doors and lockup compartment for hand guns and ammunition.
74inch ht., 43inch width. Veneer finish.
307. 287.6159.
FOR SALE: AKC GERMAN
SHORTHAIR POINTER PUPPIES.
$500 for Males, $550 for Females. Current on shots, dew claws removed. Contact
Mike @ 307.682.4049 or mskadsem@
bresnan.net
BRANDS FOR SALE. One is a “quarter circle” RNC for $300. One
is two letters, F, lazy B, for
LHC and LHH. $500. Call
307.864.2293 or 307.921.1072.

New Members
ALBANY COUNTY

Kara Pratt, Laramie; Jerry Yates,
Laramie; Sean Moore, Laramie; Martin
Gill, Cheyenne; Shirley Heggie, Laramie;
Chris Hofeldt, Laramie; Samantha
Stutzman, Lander; David Schroeder,
Laramie

BIG HORN COUNTY

Gary Jolley, Lovell; Joseph Sylvester,
Greybull

CAMPBELL COUNTY

Ryan Becker, Gillette; Mikaela Bloom,
Gillette; Tyler Huus, Gillette; Jordan
Zurbuchen, Moorcroft; Paul Lucas,
Gillette; Scott Carson, Gillette;
Thomas Chapman, Gillette; Matthew
Cotton, Gillette; Maureen Costello,
Gillette; Verna Ann Gilbertz Trust,
Gillette

CARBON COUNTY

Robert Bower, Saratoga

CONVERSE COUNTY

Arlene Braun, Douglas; Jennifer Eller,
Glendo; Joe Bright, Shawnee; Judy
Wallis, Douglas; Kenneth Jamerman,
Douglas; Kirby Kudlak, Douglas;
Anthony Tolstedt, Douglas

FREMONT COUNTY

Robin Wiltshire, Dubois

LARAMIE COUNTY

Ronald Pulse, Cheyenne; Kevin
Butcher, Cheyenne; Dale Eustace,
Cheyenne; Heber Edwards, Cheyenne;
Laurie Campbell, Cheyenne; Stephen
Underwood, Cheyenne; Laura Kietell,
Carpenter; Tracy Ringolsby, Cheyenne;
Randall
Willoughby,
Cheyenne;
Lindsay Christen, Cheyenne; Shane
Howe, Cheyenne; Krystal Sweeney,
Cheyenne; Rex Dolan, Cheyenne;
George Nuhn, Cheyenne; Marie
Bauer, Cheyenne; Dewayne Owens,
Cheyenne; Clare Clark, Cheyenne;
Scott Noble, Cheyenne; Jonathan
Murphy, Cheyenne; Raymond Cross,
Cheyenne; Stacy Dabel, Cheyenne

LINCOLN COUNTY

Janice
Earhart,
Afton;
Shawn
Zellers, Kemmerer; Constance Karel,
Kemmerer; Joe Flowers, Kemmerer;
Taylor Allred, Cokeville

NATRONA COUNTY

Jeffrey Gillett, Lander; Marina Dudley,
Casper; W.N. Barnard, Casper; Leah
Sperry, Casper; Andrew Conners,
Casper

NIOBRARA COUNTY

Frank Ladwig, Lusk; Claude Smith,
Newcastle; Lee Lamb, Lusk

PARK COUNTY

Michele Deromedi, Powell; William
Ferguson, Powell; Judy Fernau, Cody;
Kathleen Casey, Powell; Allen Malaise,
Cody; Kenneth Gunn, Cody; Alana
Whitaker, Powell; Charles Neustifter,
Cody; Laverna Baker, Powell; Coleen
Scheeler, Cowley; Kara Schuebel,
Cody; Charles Roberson, Cody; Jw
Jennings, Ralston

SHERIDAN COUNTY

John O’laughlin, Sheridan; Serene
Billings, Sheridan; Riki Davidson,
Parkman; Phil Boice, Sheridan; Randy
Shirley, Sheridan

SUBLETTE COUNTY

Raymond Galvan, Labarge; Sylvia Wise,
Big Piney; Jay Mcginnis, Big Piney;
Toby Vigil, Pinedale; Phillip Smith, Big
Piney; Patricia Berdt, Pinedale

TETON COUNTY

Munro Mcclean, Jackson; Thom Sheue,
Jackson; Gira Cooper, Moran

UINTA COUNTY

Gary Brundage, Evanston; Walter
Brown, Lyman; Kirk Brandt, Ft Bridger;
Breanna Johnson, Evanston; Marc
Young, Lyman; Tomi Lynn Ward,
Evanston; Kurt Sadlier, Mckinnon;
Wallace Pace, Evanston; Andrea
Osborne, Mountain View; Ron Norda,
Lyman; Scott Meek, Lyman; Kurt Hunter,
Rock Springs; Clark Lawlar, Evanston;
Brady Charles, Mountain View; Ethel
Hutchinson, Evanston; Nathan Hissong,
Laramie; Bryan Hamblin, Lyman;
Zack Faddis, Evanston; Matthew
Eyre, Lyman; Duke Eardley, Evanston;
Brandon Day, Evanston; Michael Davis,
Evanston; Dan Lym, Ft Bridger

WASHAKIE COUNTY

Benjamin Mcmillan, Worland; David
Donley, Worland
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Understanding Financial Performance: A new course available from RightRisk
James Sedman and John P. Hewlett
For more information
There are many educational resources available at RightRisk.org, including
the Understanding Financial Performance course and courses on financial
records and financial statements. Simply log on to RightRisk.org and select
Products > Getting On Track: Analysis from the menu to begin. For more
information on financial analysis and
other risk management topics on the
Web, visit the Western Risk Management Library online at agecon.uwyo.
edu/riskmgt.
The importance of financial analysis

The year 2012 was a stressful production year for most crop and livestock producers in Wyoming. Operations of all types and sizes are taking a
hard look at tough financial decisions:
should we buy feed or sell cows, what
crops can we plant profitably with limited irrigation water, or how can we
change our business to deal with another year of drought?
Proper internal financial analysis
is crucial to the profitability and survival of any agricultural business. It is
also a form of risk management. Producers who calculate and assess their
business’s financial well-being are in a
much better position to make risk management decisions and protect their
bottom lines.
Understanding Financial Performance Course
Producers need accurate and upto-date records, financial statements,
and
analysis
of their financial and production data.
The academic
professionals
at RightRisk.
org have created the course
Understanding
Financial Performance to compliment
two previous Getting on Track courses
on financial records and financial statements. To access the course, point your

browser to RightRisk.org and select
Products > Getting On Track: Analysis
from the menu.
Example producers show progress
toward calculating and evaluating financial performances. These producers are learning the five key areas of
financial health: liquidity, profitability,
solvency, financial efficiency, and repayment capacity.
In each section, course participants
are shown how to calculate and use
various financial ratios and to understand what they mean to their analyses.
Parameters for each ratio (high/low
and satisfactory/unsatisfactory) are discussed and help lead users to areas of
strengths and weaknesses in their business and how to improve in each of the
five areas.
Smith Ranch Example
In previous articles, we outlined the
ranch operated by John and Marcia
Smith and their journey through the
financial records and financial statements courses. The Platte County operators own and operate a commercial
cowherd of 100 head and an irrigated
farming enterprise of 250 acres. The
Smiths primarily use the farmland to
produce alfalfa on 200 acres and corn
silage on the remaining acres for their
cattle and for sale.
The past year has been tough on the
Smiths, with the drought reducing their
average alfalfa yields from 5 to 3 tons
per acre and their corn silage from 25
tons/acre to 15. They are short of pasture. In addition, they supplemented
feed for their cattle throughout most
of the summer and are feeding their
cows after selling their calves earlier
than normal. They recently purchased
$20,000 worth of hay and protein supplement to make up for their production
shortfalls.
The Smiths are now assessing their
situation from their financial records
and financial statements to determine
which direction they will go for the
coming year. Analysis of their financial
picture through the steps outlined in the
Understanding Financial Performance
course is in order.

Liquidity

Liquidity is the ability of a business
to adequately meet current obligations.
Three measures of liquidity are discussed in the course: the current ratio
(current assets divided by current liabilities), working capital (a measure
of capital available to purchase inventory/inputs after current obligations
are met), and working capital divided
by gross revenues. For this example
we will look at the Smiths’ current and
working capital ratios. After purchasing
feed and selling calves earlier than normal, the Smiths’ current ratio is 0.9 with
$2,000 available in working capital.
These low numbers can be attributed
to the reduced feed inventory and feed
purchases. To remedy this situation, the
Smiths should look to raise more operating revenue (such as culling cows or
increasing off-farm revenue).
Solvency
Solvency is the long-term measure
of a business to meet its obligations
and how well it can withstand adversity. The three main measures (ratios)
of solvency discussed in the course are
debt-to-asset, equity-to-asset, and debtto-equity ratio. For our analysis, we
assume the Smiths have a 0.4 debt-toasset ratio. While satisfactory for most
businesses, it shows the Smiths should
be careful not to let it approach levels
greater than 0.6 to 0.7. They could accomplish this by cutting back capital
purchases or paying down term debt.
Profitability
The course defines profitability as
the ability of a business to generate return over all costs. There are five main
measures of profitability discussed, including: net farm income, rate of return

Table 1. Smith Ranch Financial Ratio Analysis
Selected Ratios
Ratio/measure
Current
Working Capital
Debt/asset
Net Farm Income
Rate of Return on Equity

Value
0.9
$2,000
0.4
$15,000
0.05

Satisfactory

Range
Unsatisfactory
No
No

Yes
No
Yes

Needs
Improvement?
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

on assets (ROA), rate of return on equity (ROE), and earnings before interest,
taxes, depreciation, and amortization.
In the Smiths’ case, net farm income
was $15,000 (down from their average
of $40,000) attributed to lower production and higher feed costs. Their ROE
(net farm income less labor and management divided by total equity) was
0.05. While this number is not in the
high-risk range, it could be detrimental
to their long-term success and goals to
continue with low ROE.

Financial Efficiency and Repayment Capacity
Financial efficiency measures
whether or not a business’s physical
resources are being used in a profitable
manner; this is shown through five ratios. These are asset turnover ratio, operating expense ratio, interest expense
ratio, depreciation expense ratio, and
net farm income from operations ratio.
The Smiths’ repayment capacity (ability to repay farm debt from farm and
non-farm income) is measured by capital debt repayment capacity and term
debt and capital coverage ratio.
Summary
John and Marcia Smith knew their
business would take a hit in the short
term, as their financial analyses show.
Reduced production and extra feed
purchases lowered their liquidity and
net farm income in addition to reducing
their ability to repay debt.
Looking ahead, the Smiths can consider several options to improve their
situation, such as making debt repayment a high priority, restructuring debt
payments to coincide with cash flows,
reduce or eliminate capital purchases
in the short term, and/or reduce family/
living withdrawals from the business.
____________________________
James Sedman is a consultant to the Department of Agricultural and Applied Economics in the University of Wyoming College of Agriculture and Natural Resources,
and John Hewlett is a farm and ranch
management specialist in the department.
Hewlett may be reached at (307) 766-2166
or hewlett@uwyo.edu.
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Ag and livestock theft
your sheriff, or, if your agency is
large enough, the control commander who is in charge of the officers
doing the rural patrol,” stated Oedekoven on a good starting point for
producers who suspect or know they
are experiencing loss.
Talking to county commission-

ers about supporting sheriffs in their
budget requests was another suggestion Oedekoven made.
“If the sheriff doesn’t have the
money and the resources and the
folks, it isn’t happening, guaranteed.
Your communication to commissioners about rural patrol and offi-
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cers on duty makes a difference, I
think, about what they should have
for priorities,” explained Oedekoven.
Pulling together as neighbors,
and including the sheriff as a neighbor, is what Oedekoven called agriculture’s biggest strength. The big-

THE DAYS ARE LONG
BUT THE OFFICE HAS A
PRETTY SWEET VIEW.

They work the land sun up ‘til sun down – every day rain or shine. Chances are, you
don’t think twice about the many ways America’s farmers and ranchers enhance our
everyday lives. We rely on them for everything from comfortable clothing to quality
meats and fresh produce. That’s why we continue to thank the farm families who
work and care for this great land.

Join us in saying thanks at www.fbfs.com

FB06 (2-13)

gest weakness is public perception
that livestock theft is really no big
deal, and is probably just an instance
of that poor rancher not keeping his
cows numbered right. In some cases, the results of reported thefts tend
to back this assumption to a degree.
“According to the attorney general in an internet article, since
July of 2011 as an advisor to
livestock theft, they’ve investigated 21 cases, 13 of which
were unsubstantiated. Three
were prosecuted and eight are
still pending. Thirteen unsubstantiated is disturbing to me.
We need to do a really good
job of knowing where all our
stuff is,” noted Oedekoven of
another management component that can help determine if
theft is a viable probability in a
specific scenario.
For those who highly suspect, or know they have experienced theft, calling the sheriff is step one. Steps two and
three include notifying brand
inspectors and the state livestock board.
“If they did any part of this
deal trying to be legal – they
started out illegal but they
wanted to kind of legal themselves up so when they get to
the end it looks real pretty for
them – the brand inspector is
item second on the list, for that
reason. Item three would be to
encourage the brand inspector to involve the investigators
from the Wyoming Livestock
Board to work with the sheriff,
and to complete that circle of
having everybody on the same
page, investigating that theft,”
explained Oedekoven of the
chain of events he encourages
producers to start, and follow
through on.
Paying attention and watching for oddities, knowing how
much of what is located where,
and involving the right circle
of people were all listed as key
steps to successfully reducing,
and ideally stopping, livestock
and other ag theft in a given
area.
Oedekoven said he hopes
those things will improve the
ability to prove what many
producers already know is occurring on or near their operations.
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Congressional Delegation
heard from U.S. Senator Mike Enzi
(R-Wyo.) on Feb. 18 and U.S. Senator
John Barrasso (R-Wyo.) on Feb. 19.
According to Lummis, while serving on the Appropriations Committee
she saw how many federal programs
there are whose authorizations have
expired, but Congress continues to
fund.
“One of the most significant that affects us all is the Endangered Species
Act (ESA),” Lummis stated. “Authorization of the ESA lapsed 17 years
ago and we continue to fund it.”
“I have tried to tell appropriators
and other members of Congress that
if we continue to fund these unauthorized programs there is no incentive for
stakeholders to come to the table to reform these programs,” She continued.
Lummis noted all of the discretionary programs at the Bureau of Land
Management have expired. “There is
$6 billion in that budget alone of annual spending on programs of which the
authorization has lapsed,” She stated.
Federal regulations
Rep. Lummis noted the impact federal regulations have on Americans.
“Federal regulations have been growing leaps and bounds,” She said. “The
Federal Register comes out every
day. If you pile them up for a year it is
over 14 feet high and that is printed on
onion skin thin paper and small print.
It is completely impossible for people
to digest, understand and implement
those rules.”
“Federal regulations are hurting
almost every aspect of the ability to
make a living in the United States,”
She continued.
“It does seem we are at war with
this administration,” Barrasso stated
referring to the regulations that are
impacting American’s ability to stay
in business. “I’ll continue to work to
find ways to make our products more
acceptable, transportable, work for
free trade, etc.”
“I know how frustrated you are
with federal rules and regulations,”
Lummis said. “And this president is
more inclined to issue more and more
regulations all the time.”
Lummis mentioned the new “Blueways” designation by the Department
of Interior as an example. “The Interior Department wants to oversee nonnavigable waters from the headwaters
to the mouth,” Lummis explained.
“So they invented this program by
secretarial order last summer that is
completely agency driven with no rule
making.”
“It says we aren’t going to take
over state water law, we are going to
work with local jurisdictions to make
sure we protect value of watersheds,
what does that mean?,” She asked.
“The Blueways committee is made
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up of interagency committees, so the
environmental groups are nominating
waterways for Blueway designation.
The Yellowstone River is a current
river being talked about.”
“Look at what happened with the
wildlands order,” She continued.
“They issued that by secretarial order
also and now wildlands are showing
up in BLM manuals. “That is how
they integrate these non-publicly vetted ideas about how to get their mitts
into state law issues. The Blueways is
their next line of attack.”
In a different area of regulations,
Rep. Lummis mentioned the impact
of “Basel III” on the banking industry. According to Lummis, Basel III is
an international standard for capitalization of banks. “The United States
banking system is different than other
countries so we are working very hard
to fight this standard so it doesn’t impact our country,” She said.
Budget and sequestration
“We are in a terrible situation in this
country as you know,” Senator Enzi
said. “If you spend more than you take
in, you go into debt.”
Senator Barrasso and Representative Lummis agreed that spending and
the federal debt are a large concern.
“I never have a hard time explaining that here in the west, but it is hard
to get that message across in D.C.,”
He continued. “A few people say that
and then they explain a new program
they want to put into place. The President wants to add 30 new programs
and they all have a cost to them. We
aren’t funding the things we do well
and then we want to start a bunch of
new programs.”
“I don’t think sequestration is a bad
thing for the country,” Enzi stated. “All
it does is take us back to 2008 spending
levels. It is about time we went back to
some amount of spending versus the
ever increasing spending.”
“The big problem is we didn’t ask
for agencies to prioritize their spending first. I want you to watch out for
the items that are cut; they will be
those items that are most visible so
people will raise a real furor,” Enzi
explained. “That is my biggest worry;
you can expect some of that when sequestration goes into effect.”
Enzi has visited with the military
and asked what trouble they expect
from the cuts. “Most people say nobody appreciates a cut, but ‘when my
commander says I need five percent
that week, I give it to him. We don’t
whine about it we just do it.’ I don’t
think the size of cuts being talked
about, except for the shock of them actually being cuts instead of reductions
in the amount of increase, are going to
make a difference,” Enzi said.
Enzi explained there is a lot of

duplication in government. “When
I first got to Washington and was on
the Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee, there were 119 preschool programs. I was able to get that
down to 69 programs, but the others
didn’t come under my jurisdiction,”
He said.
According to Enzi, the Department
of Agriculture has multiple preschool
programs and even more surprising
with multiple preschool programs is
the Department of Commerce.
“Preschool programs have been
shown to make a difference, but if
they were all put under education and
we were able to eliminate government
duplication we could get it down to 4
or 5 programs and eliminate unnecessary expenses,” Enzi continued.
Climate of Congress
It would be nice if we get could
get away from this situation we have
of dealing from crisis to crisis,” Enzi
said. “We need to stop deal making
and start legislating!”
“Right now we have a few people
going off to make a decision and then
we have to give it an up or down vote
and they let it go until the last minute
so that is all it can be. That is not legislation. Legislation is coming up with
a basic bill, sending it to committee
where people who have an intense
interest in that area can have input
and work it over, and they need that
chance.”
Enzi said there is a difference between compromise and common
ground and he prefers the latter. “I
don’t like compromise,” Enzi said
firmly. “My definition is you give up
half of what you believe in and I give
up half of what I believe in and we end
up with something no one believes in.
That is not a good situation.”
“Usually you can find common
ground on about 80 percent of an issue and we could do that if we actually
legislate,” He continued.
Enzi explained that instead of legislating, what the Senate is faced with is
a bill with a great title. He encouraged
folks to ask him why he voted against
a bill with a great title.
“There is a poison pill in most
of them now that comes from the
President to Harry Reid to the
floor,” Enzi explained. “Great title.
Poison pill. No chance to amend.
So our choice is pass the bill or kill
the bill if we can’t get the poison
pill out. That is part of the plan
and how you make it look like a do
nothing Congress.”
Additional topics were touched on
including the EAJA, grazing rights,
Obama Care, Senate confirmations
and Benghazi investigations. Members also had the opportunity to ask
questions.

EAJA update
“The Equal Access to Justice Act
(EAJA) has been my office’s primary
reform issue for several years,” Lummis said. “We finally got it out of the
Judiciary Committee and onto the
House Floor. While it didn’t pass, we
were able to get the transparency component passed which means they have
to report who they are paying and how
much they are paying.”
“The awareness of the abuses of the
EAJA has increased,” She said.
A news release on Rep. Lummis’
website describes the EAJA: Legislation passed in 1980 to reimburse
individuals who otherwise could not
afford to legally pursue claims against
the government. Congress intended
that EAJA operate as a social safety
net program, with reimbursements
available for the nation’s veterans, seniors and small business. However, as
scholarly journals from Virginia Tech
and Notre Dame, GAO reports, and
open court and tax records show, in
recent years EAJA funds have been
flowing to environmental organizations filing suit on procedural grounds.
Grazing
Senator Barrasso has reintroduced
the bi-partisan “Grazing Improvement
Act”. Senator Barrasso explained this
legislation would make it so grazing
permits are renewed every 20 years
instead of every 10 years. “It just
makes common sense,” Barrasso explained. “My bill will give our ranching communities the certainty and stability they need by extending permits
and preserving grazing rights. It will
keep Wyoming’s livestock producers
on the land and in business.”
ObamaCare
Rep. Lummis expressed concerns
about the impact Obama Care will
have when it takes affect in Jan. 2014.
“It looks like insurance rates may rise
by 60 percent,” She stated. “As the
consequences of Obama Care start to
roll-out, we will see a lot of impact.
I’ve heard of one fast food restaurant
chain whose employee ratio is 80 percent full time and 20 percent full time.
Because of Obama Care, they are flipping that to 20 percent full time and 80
percent part time.”
Continue the good work
“I appreciate the input you give
me and thank you for the work you
do keeping America going,” Senator
Enzi concluded.
“Thanks for what you continue to
do for this great state of Wyoming,”
Senator Barrasso concluded.
“I applaud you and encourage you
to continue your work for protecting
individual rights, not just for people in
agriculture, but for everyone in the U.S.
who are seeing erosions of their rights,”
Representative Lummis concluded.
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Transportation rules
that would give us some allowances
for extreme economic hardships;
which I believe the drought was a
good example.”
“Fifteen feet was the line we had
to work with this last year and that
created a hardship for the haulers,”
Butler continued. “We are finding
states are not all consistent with their
limitations. This new legislation
gives the Governor and WyDOT,
under extreme economic hardships,
the ability to weigh those considerations and still keep safety in mind.”
Once a load gets above fifteen feet,
clearance and structures while traveling down the road are a concern, according to Butler. “We would need to
still require permits and tell you where
you could be routed,” He explained.
MAP 21
Agriculture exemptions under the
new federal transportation regulations were discussed by Lieutenant
Douglas Dome. On July 6, 2012,
President Obama signed the twoyear transportation reauthorization bill titled “Moving Ahead for
Progress in the 21st Century Act” or
MAP-21; it took effect Oct. 1, 2012.
Lieutenant Dome discussed agriculture exemptions in MAP-21. According to Dome, the law provides
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a 150 air mile radius exemption.
“This exemption applies to drivers
and owners,” Dome explained. “If
you own your truck, you are exempt
from certain requirements.”
The first exemption discussed is
the CDL license requirement. “If
you are driving in a 150 air mile radius from your operation the CDL
requirement is waived,” Dome said.
“You still need the proper class of
license, just not the CDL classification. This gets you out of the drug
and alcohol testing policy.”
Second, you are exempt from the
DOT physical requirement if driving in the 150 air mile radius. Third,
Hours of Service do not apply.
Dome explained three different
portions for the radius exemption.
“First, the radius starts from the
source of the agriculture commodity to a location within 150 air mile
radius,” He said.
The second portion of the exemption is for farm supplies from a wholesale or retail distribution point of the
farm supplies to a farm or other location where the farm supplies intend
to be used within 150 air miles of the
distribution point. The third portion
provides an exemption within 150 air
miles from a wholesale distribution

Something

point to a retail distribution point.
Dome also clarified the 150 air
miles is interstate.
Colonel Butler emphasized there
will be a time period of educating folks on these new regulations.
“WyDOT will have to be tolerant
and understanding of how these 150
air miles can be different. We won’t
just put a pin in a map and draw a
circle,” Butler said.
The third exemption discussed is
the annual vehicle inspection will
not be required for the 150 air mile
radius.
“The only two requirements that
remain are the company name and
USDOT number and the safety
equipment requirements,” Dome
continued.
Converse together
Butler encouraged producers
to converse with the inspector if
you have questions. In response
to a question about waiting for an
inspection where time is limited,
Colonel Butler suggested you talk
to the inspector about going to unload and coming back for the inspection. “I understand there are
time restraints and daylight considerations,” Butler said. “Converse
with the inspector. We might check

BIG

your straps to make sure your hay
is secure, and then do the rest when
you come back.”
Butler also encouraged producers
to contact the motor carrier officers
in advance if your truck has been
worked on or changed. “Let’s alleviate a lot of this, call a motor carrier
officer in your area and have them
look at your truck and you can ask
questions in advance of your busy
hauling season,” He said. “We are
certainly willing to come in ahead
of time and identify safety concerns
and answer questions. We’ve got 17
motor carrier officers around the state
that can perform this inspection.”
“Our concern is the driver that
shouldn’t be driving and the equipment that shouldn’t be functioning
on the road, we get a lot of safety
work done during our checks,” Butler said. “I will reiterate the comment card. We need to know about
issues you have because I can’t fix it
if I don’t know about it.”
For more information on the agriculture exemptions in MAP-21,
http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/about/
what-we-do/MAP-21/Map21.aspx.
Dome also suggested “Radius
Around the Point” website for information.
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Wyoming Beef Council Requests Candidates
for Federation of State Beef Councils Director

Western Caucus Co-Chair Cynthia Lummis
Responds to Proposed Listing of Wolverine

One of the priorities of the Wyoming Beef Council (WBC) is to increase beef demand through national consumer marketing programs.
Contribution to the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association (NCBA)
Checkoff Federation Division is one
avenue for investing in national programs to increase beef demand. The
investment of funds in the Checkoff
Federation Division provides for
representation from Wyoming on
the Federation of State Beef Councils. Directors serve on committees
and develop and direct national beef
checkoff programs. Currently, the
investment made by the Wyoming
Beef Council provides for three representatives to serve on the Federation of State Beef Councils.
The current term for Jim Graves,
Wyoming Director to the Federation
of State Beef Councils expired upon
the completion of the Cattle Industry Annual Convention in Tampa,
FL in February 2013. Graves has
served two consecutive terms and is
not eligible for re-appointment.
Eligibility requirements include
ownership of cattle, residence in
Wyoming and basic knowledge of
state and national checkoff programs. Directors to the Federation
of State Beef Councils are required
to become familiar with the objectives and policies of the Council;

Washington, D.C. (February
1, 2013) – Feb. 1, 2013 the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service(USFWS)
proposed to list the wolverine as a
threatened species under the Endangered Species Act (ESA). The proposal comes despite the wolverine’s
large and growing population in
North America, estimated to be at the
highest point in 60 years. The timing of this proposal was dictated by
the multi-district settlement resulting from litigation brought against
the USFWS by WildEarth Guardians
and the Center for Biological Diversity. In response, Western Caucus
Co-Chair, Cynthia M. Lummis (RWY), issued the following statement:
“Listing the wolverine as a threatened species despite its population
growth is the latest example of what
is going wrong with the Endangered
Species Act. The ESA was written to
protect species in true peril – a goal
we all share – not to make impossible
assumptions about a species’ condition 72 years hence. The sheer audacity of the Fish and Wildlife Service to
assume they know what will happen
in 2085 is breathtaking. Further, the

represent the view of the Council
to the Federation; serve on national
checkoff program committees; communicate information about the Federation and its activities to the Council and to beef industry constituents;
represent the Council at meetings of
other industry organizations; attend
at least two national industry meetings each year at the Council’s expense; attend at least two Wyoming
Beef Council meetings for direction
and to communicate information
about the Federation and its activities to the Council. Beef Checkoff
Directors serve without compensation but receive reimbursement for
lodging, mileage and meals as provided by law for state employees.
Any eligible Wyoming beef producer interested in applying for the
vacancy can contact Ann Wittmann,
WBC Executive Director, for a
nomination form. Applications are
due at the Wyoming Beef Council
offices no later than March 15, 2013.
Wyoming Beef Council board members will conduct interviews for the
position in April, 2013. Forms can
be mailed to P. O. Box 1243, Cheyenne, WY 82003-1243 or e-mailed
to Wittmann at ann.wittmann@wyo.
gov.
For more information, contact
Wittmann by e-mail or phone, 307777-7396.

Brand Renewal Law Changes - Delinquent brands

CHEYENNE, Feb. 26, 2013-The Wyoming Livestock Board
wants to make livestock brand owners aware of changes in State law
concerning the renewal of livestock
brands.
During the current 2013 legislative session, the State Legislature
Feb. 12, 2013--The Environmen- any and all information farmers and made changes to the brand renewal
tal Protection Agency (EPA) has ranchers have on file with their state law. Prior to these changes, the law
complied with two separate Free- regulatory agency, including but not stated that if a brand was not redom of Information Act (FOIA) limited to the type and size of the newed within 60 days of the brand’s
requests for all records relating to operation, owners, their addresses expiration date, the brand would be
the agency’s effort to collect data and the exact location of the opera- declared abandoned and let to other
applicants. A brand expires on Januon livestock and poultry operations. tion.
EarthJustice made one request,
EPA uploads all records related ary 1st of the year it is scheduled
while the other was a combined re- to the FOIA request onto FOIA- to be renewed. That means a brand
quest from the Natural Resources online, a public website. Through owner needs to renew the brand by
Defense Council and Pew Chari- FOIA online, site visitors are able March 1, of the renewal year. The
table Trust.
to search through all FOIA requests new statute creates a class known
The information EPA turned over with a keyword or FOIA ID number. as a delinquent brand. A brand beare all records provided by state reg- EPA expects to close out this FOIA comes delinquent if not renewed
ulators. EPA released the informa- request in the next few weeks and by March 1 and can remain on the
tion in electronic format. The data the information EPA provided will delinquent list through December
dump included any and all infor- be available at: https://foiaonline. 31st. During the delinquency period
mation states provided to EPA. Re- regulations.gov/foia/action/public/ the previous brand owner can rereleased in electronic format, the data view/request?objectId=090004d280 cord the brand if he/she applies for
the brand, pays the renewal fee and
EPA turned over reportedly includes 01613d
pays a delinquent fee not to exceed
one hundred fifty dollars ($150.00),
YOMING
as established by rule of the board.
ARM UREAU
This new statute went into effect

EPA Releases Livestock Data to
Environmental Organizations
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ESA itself does not require an analysis of what, if anything, can be done
to preserve a species and at what
cost. Even if we accept the Service’s
crystal ball predictions, they admit
that they can do nothing to prevent
a decline in wolverine population.
All this shines yet another spotlight
on the need to modernize the ESA.
Prioritizing species that are not in actual decline, and listing them despite
no ability to affect the outcome, joins
the very long list of ESA issues crying out for attention from Congress.”
The mission of the Western Caucus, which is in its twentieth year, is
to enhance, sustain, and preserve the
West’s dynamic and unique culture,
and to find innovative solutions that
address the distinctive concerns facing western and rural communities.
The Western Caucus is also committed to protecting private property,
strengthening local control, promoting economic growth, and increasing
energy independence.
For more information about the
Congressional Western Caucus,
please visit www.westerncaucus.
pearce.house.gov.

immediately after the Governor
signed it into law on February 12,
2013. It will apply to the current renewal process, which ends March
1, 2013. However, in order for any
delinquent brands to be processed
and reissued, the Board will have
to establish the delinquent fee by
rule. At the Feb 11, 2013 Board
meeting, the Board decided the
most expedient process to help
producers was to draft Emergency
rules that could be brought forth as
soon as possible upon the adoption
of the statutory changes. These
rules will set the delinquent fee
and help ensure that people who
have missed the statutorily defined
deadline for renewal would have
the opportunity to have their delinquent brands reissued in time for
spring branding. If a delinquent
brand is not rerecorded by the previous owner within one year from
the expiration date of the brand, it
will be declared abandoned and let
to other applicants.
Any questions about the new law
should be directed to the Wyoming
Livestock Board, 1934 Wyott Drive,
Cheyenne, WY 82002-0051 or by
calling 307-777-7515.
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You can tell your agriculture story without using the internet
By Kerin Clark
We all know now that it is important to tell our
agriculture story. But how do you get this done
in today’s world full of social media and internet
when you don’t even own a computer or prefer
not to even turn a computer on?
After hearing from producers who are always
told to tell their story, but they don’t have a computer or internet access, Wyoming Farm Bureau
Young Farmer & Rancher Committee Vice Chair
Heather Hamilton was motivated to share ways
to get the job done.
During the WyFB Legislative Meeting, Hamilton made a presentation titled “Getting Agriculture’s story to the public without using the internet.” Heather encouraged producers to tell their
story and shared ways to do so without using a
computer. One example was to spend some time
with hunters before they hunt on your land and
share with them what you do on your operation
and why you do it. “On our ranch, hunters are
required to sit down with me for around 15 minutes and learn about our operation and why we do
what we do,” Hamilton stated.

Hamilton also used an example of a ranching
family that developed a brochure with photos
and information about their ranch. The brochure
is then shared with hunters. A panel of contact information encourages hunters to call the ranching
family if they have questions about agriculture.
If interested in the brochure option, Hamilton
recommended producers consider working with
their local 4-H or FFA members on developing
the brochure.
She then shared information on young people
in agriculture that are working to share agriculture’s story and suggested that producers could
provide valuable information and be a source of
information about agriculture in their areas. As
an example, Heather is a rancher, freelance writ- WyFB YF&R Committee Vice Chair Heather Hamer, blogger and photographer. She utilizes stories ilton presents a workshop during the WyFB Legshared by others in agriculture in the work that islative Meeting. Hamilton provided useful tips on
she does to spread the word about agriculture and telling your agriculture story without having to use
the internet. Kerin Clark photo.
tell the story.
“I am constantly in search of knowledgeable
She also recommended working with members
agriculture sources from areas of the industry
of
the WyFB YF&R Committee to help tell the
I’m not personally familiar with to use as article
story
of agriculture.
sources,” Hamilton shared.

“Friend of Farm Bureau” award

Legislative
Video Program
The Wyoming
Legislature adjourned
February 27, 2013.
Visit wyfb.org and
click on the video link
on the right column for
a final legislative
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said while accepting the award. “That is where it
starts. It starts with somebody getting their hands
dirty for this country, thank you.”
“Thank you, it’s an honor to be counted a Friend of
Farm Bureau,” Senator Barrasso said. “Your membership produces the safe, high quality food and fiber we all
rely on. I will continue to make sure the voice of Wyoming’s Agriculture industry is heard in Washington.”
“You keep me informed and engaged on your
behalf,” Representative Lummis stated. “Because
you stay in touch with me I can be your voice in the
House and I do. I’m very vocal. Wyoming only has
one voice in the House of Representatives; I go out
of my way to make sure people in D.C. understand
Wyoming issues.”
“We are privileged to live in a state where you can
attend a Farm Bureau meeting and hear from all of
your members of Congress and the Governor,” Livingston concluded.

Wyoming Farm Bureau President Perry Livingston (left)
presents the “Friend of Farm Bureau” award to United
States Senator Mike Enzi at the 2013 WyFB Legislative
Meeting. Kerin Clark photo.

Wyoming Farm Bureau President Perry Livingston (left)
presents the “Friend of Farm Bureau” award to United
States Senator John Barrasso at the 2013 WyFB Legislative Meeting. Kerin Clark photo.

Wyoming Farm Bureau President Perry Livingston (left)
presents the “Friend of Farm Bureau” award to United States Representative Cynthia Lummis at the 2013
WyFB Legislative Meeting. Kerin Clark photo.

video report from the
Wyoming Farm
Bureau.

