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Summary of Legislative “Ag Books for Kids”
Interim Committees
winners announced
By Brett Moline
Agriculture Committee
The Agriculture Committee met
in Hulett May 8 and 9. Isolated
State lands were a topic of discussion. These are State parcels, mainly school trust lands, which butt
against or are completely surrounded by federal lands. The purpose for
identifying these parcels is to identify lands which could be traded or
sold, increasing the ability to manage these lands. This topic will be
further discussed at the committee’s
fall meeting.
Wyoming’s system of water allocation was also discussed, including
how Wyoming’s system varies from
other states. WyFB had concerns efforts would be made to change how
Wyoming water law works. After
thorough discussion, the committee
decided no changes are needed in
Wyoming water law.
This committee also heard reports
from several agencies, including the
Livestock Board, Dept. of Agriculture, University of Wyoming, and
State Forestry. The Livestock Board
indicated all brand fees will be need-

ed to be raised 10 percent, assuming brand inspections remain constant, to offset budget cuts initiated
by the Appropriations Committee,.
Further increases will be needed
when the Livestock Boards reserve
accounts are spent. Currently, the
Livestock Board is required by state
law to keep one year reserves on
hand. The committee may consider
changing that law.
The State Forestry Dept. indicated funding is sometimes available from federal agencies to hire
persons to perform ﬁre mitigation
work. At this time, due to the hiring freeze, the State Forestry cannot
utilize these funds to hire temporary
workers. The committee will examine this issue at their next meeting.
Revenue Committee
The Joint Revenue Committee
met in Saratoga May 11 and 12.
This committee has the task of determining ways to increase State income by $100 million, $200 million,
and $300 million for the next budget
cycle. This includes funding for cities, towns, and counties.
Due to the State’s economic

See ‘Legislative Interim Committees’ page 13

By Kerin Clark
“Sharing our stories as farmers and ranchers is more important
in today’s day and age than ever,”
said Raenell Taylor, WyFB YF&R
Promotions Sub-Committee Chair.
“The “Ag Books for Kids” program
gives us an opportunity to make a
difference for agriculture in Wyoming. It is very rewarding as we
look at the contest entries and see
what these young Wyomingites are
learning about agriculture.”
Students from across Wyoming
learned more about agriculture
again this year and were recently
recognized for their participation
in the 2017 Wyoming Farm Bureau
(WyFB) “Ag Books for Kids” contests. The 2017 contests included:
Coloring Contest for kindergarten
and ﬁrst grade; Poster Contest for
second and third graders; and a Creative Writing Contest for fourth and
ﬁfth graders.
This year county Farm Bureaus
across the state donated 592 “Big
Tractors with Casey and Friends”
books by Holly Dufek to Wyoming
elementary schools as part of the
WyFB Young Farmer & Rancher
Committee “Ag Books for Kids”

Weston County Farm Bureau President Joe Simmons presented awards
to Zoey Wilson of Upton Elementary
School. Wilson was the state winner
in the “Ag Books for Kids” Creative
Writing contest. Weston County Gazette photo.
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Dawson George, of Park County, was
the state winner in the “Ag Books for
Kids” Poster contest. WyFB YF&R
Committee Northwest District Representatives Garrett Horton (left) and
Kolter Schuebel (right) presented
George with his state prizes.

Wolves returned to state management ...................... Page 4
WyFB scholarship winners ........................................ Page 5
Photo contest winners ................................................. Page 8
Ag Books for Kids around the state ........................ Page 14

Sporting some new gear from Case IH and excited about the other Case IH
prizes and new book is Keston Johnson of Lincoln County. Johnson was the
state runner-up in the “Ag Books for Kids” creative writing contest. Submitted
by Lincoln County Farm Bureau.
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Fair trade keeps American farms competitive
By Zippy Duvall, American
Farm Bureau Federation President
Fair trade is critical to American
farmers and ranchers and our nation’s economy. That’s why opening
new markets—and maintaining the
ones we have now—is a top priority
at the American Farm Bureau.
Agriculture is fueling our economy, as well as putting food on our tables. According to USDA, 11 percent
of U.S. employment comes from the
agriculture and food industry. That’s
21 million jobs, including about 18
million off-the-farm positions.
International trade plays a big
role in that economic success. More
than 20 percent of U.S. crops are
grown for export. With 95 percent
of the world’s customers outside our
borders, we’ve only begun to tap our
export potential. The more customers we can reach, the more jobs agriculture can create.
Farmers and ranchers need trade

agreements that level the playing and businesses to have a seat at the
ﬁeld for our products and remove table than for other nations to make
barriers to fair trade.
trade agreements without us. In all,
Although we supply the
U.S. agricultural exports
highest-quality food, ﬁber
to free-trade areas have
and fuel, our products ofincreased more than 136
ten face a disadvantage in
percent since 2003. Wellforeign markets with high
crafted treaties have given
tariffs and unnecessary,
us a greater share of grownon-science based barriing markets worldwide.
ers to trade. We can and
The North American
should address these chalFree Trade Agreement is
lenges at the negotiating
a particular success. Since
table.
NAFTA took effect, U.S.
Zippy Duvall
Unfortunately, there are
exports to Canada and
times when not everyone leaves the Mexico have quadrupled. That’s
table fully satisﬁed with the out- why Farm Bureau is glad that Presicome. That’s part of the give and dent Trump and members of his ag
take: Trade talks can be tough to and trade team have vowed to make
navigate, but it’s even tougher for NAFTA better through renegotiaour businesses to get a share in new tion, rather than scrapping it altointernational markets without the gether.
hard-won provisions of new trade
Of course, free trade agreements
agreements.
don’t just increase our exports.
It’s better for American farmers They also bring in more imports.

But even with more farm goods
coming in from abroad, agriculture
continues to have a positive trade
balance. Last year, we exported
$16.6 billion more agricultural
products than we took in, and we’re
on track for an even higher surplus in 2017, forecast at $21.5 billion. However, there are sensitive
areas that we can address through
renegotiation. We look forward to
working with the administration to
address these issues and make trade
agreements an even greater success
for agriculture.
Farmers and ranchers know they
operate in a global economy, and
they know that has its blessings and
challenges. Global markets can be
volatile and the bounty of one season may not be repeated in the next.
Fair trade may not erase all those
troubles, but it’s critical to keeping
our farms and our nation’s economy
competitive and thriving.

COOL—a food safety issue?
By Ken Hamilton, WyFB Executive U.S. inspection, then the product is
Vice President
assumed to be as safe as a U.S. food
Is Country of Origin
product.
Labeling (COOL) a food
By-and-large, Amerisafety issue? During the
can consumers trust their
debate on COOL, there
food supply. When a perwas a lot of back and forth
son walks into a grocery
between proponents and
store, you don’t see them
opponents about various
with a worried look on
aspects of the concept.
their face. If you watch
Opponents of COOL
them they don’t generally
argued that labeling a
spend a lot of time pickproducts origin was not a
ing up one product and
Ken Hamilton
substitute for a products
comparing it to another
safety or wholesomeness. The argu- product except to look at the price,
ment goes something like this. U.S. which seems to be a fairly strong defood safety is determined through ciding factor. Weekly newspaper ads
a series of processes that reviews a always try to focus people’s attention
foreign country’s safety inspection on the prices. You don’t see them say
system and if it is equivalent to a “buy our meat or potatoes or vegeta-

Calendar of Events
June
12 ........Select Committee on School Finance Recalibration and Joint
Legislative Revenue Interim Committee—Riverton
28........Select Federal Natural Resource Management Legislative
Committee—Casper
29-30...Joint Legislative Minerals Interim Committee Meeting--Casper

July
22........Carbon County Farm Bureau Picnic at noon—Riverside Park in
Riverside
July 31-Aug 2...AFBF Western Region Presidents and Administrators
Meeting hosted by Wyoming Farm Bureau—Laramie
November
16-18 ...WyFB Annual Meeting--Cheyenne
Visit wyfb.org for calendar updates

bles because they are safe.” Of course
we know that even our safety system,
just like any system, can let an unsafe
product through. That is what has happened in the past with food recalls and
stories of people getting sick from
a food. But again, for the most part,
consumers seem to trust our system to
adequately protect them from products
or preparation systems that would allow an unsafe product to be sold.
Proponents of COOL on the other
hand have argued that an origin label
can in fact be a safety label. The argument goes something like this. Sure

you can have a review of a country’s
food safety system by U.S. ofﬁcials,
but do we really trust that system to be
equivalent to the U.S. system?
Recent headlines about meat inspection ofﬁcials in Brazil have
brought this argument into focus. People who argue for COOL point to those
headlines and say “see, their system allows for ofﬁcials to pass unsafe beef
through the system.” While an allegation does not a conviction make, the
whole process seems to highlight the
differences between those for COOL
See ‘COOL’ page 3
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Wyoming State Fair Wants to Hear From You
By James Goodrich, State Fair
Director
The Wyoming State Fair, along
with the Wyoming State Fair Advisory Board and the Wyoming
Board of Agriculture are in the process of scheduling listening sessions throughout the state regarding
the Wyoming State Fair.
The goal of these sessions is to reach
every area of the
state and hear
the thoughts,
concerns, and
ideas from interested citizens regarding
the future of the
Wyoming State
Fair. In the past,
we have strived to
provide the best Fair possible each and every year by focusing on youth competition, family
friendly entertainment, and affordable prices. With the budget challenges Wyoming State Fair currently faces, this job becomes more and
more difﬁcult. We want to continue
to provide the services that are im-

portant to the citizens of Wyoming.
It is important to us to reach out and
visit with citizens across the state
to understand their priorities for the
fair, and in order to attempt to deliver the fair they want.
The sessions are currently being
set up and will be located in each
quadrant of the State. Meetings will take place in the
southwest, northwest,
southeast, northeast,
and central parts of
the state. In each of
these areas, meetings will be held in
respective towns to
help ensure as many
people who would
like have a reasonable
chance to attend and
share their thoughts. During these listening sessions,
members of the Wyoming Department of Agriculture, the Wyoming
State Fair, and representatives from
both the Wyoming Board of Agriculture and the Wyoming State Fair
Advisory Board will attend in order
to facilitate the discussions. Our
goal is to come away from these
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OUR PRICES CAN’T BE BEAT
Alfalfa
HyTons
Magna 551
Wyoming Green Gold

Oats
Jerry
Monida
Common
Rockford

Barley
Steptoe
Haybet
Common
Golden-Eye

meetings with a better understanding of what citizens, and especially
attendees/participants of the Wyoming State Fair ﬁnd important.
We look forward to hearing your
thoughts, concerns, and most importantly, your ideas for the future
of the Wyoming State Fair. We are
here to serve citizens of the State of
Wyoming and provide the best possible fair we can. Your suggestions

COOL

and ideas are integral to this effort.
If you are interested in attending,
please monitor the Wyoming State
Fair Facebook page at facebook.
com/TheWyomingStateFair/ or the
Wyoming Department of Agriculture
website at http://agriculture.wy.gov/
divisions/wsf for information about
dates, locations and times. We hope
to have meetings scheduled soon.
Thank You!

From page 2

and those against COOL.
At the heart of much of the concern,
especially in the beef industry, is the
feeling that the system can’t be trusted
in some of those countries. U.S. inspectors can examine the systems foreign countries have in place, but that
examination can’t address the issue of
what happens if, as is alleged in Brazil,
inspection ofﬁcials are paid to look the
other way. It is here that people who
have been advocating for COOL see
that label as a food safety issue.
Many countries in the world have
documents which provide for the
protection of human rights. Many of
those countries also have some of the

worst human rights records and the
systems that are in place ignore those
good sounding documents without a
thought.
The same can be true of countries
who profess to have an equivalent
food inspection system. You can
have all the good sounding words on
paper you want, but that still doesn’t
get you a safe inspection system that
people from other countries can rely
on to protect them the same way their
own system protects them.
Until we ﬁgure out how to account
for a country’s culture, arguments
that COOL is a food safety issue will
make sense.

Expect the
Unexpected
Talk to your local agent today and be
prepared for tomorrow.

Miscellaneous Seeds

Millet
Lawn Seed
CRP Mixes
Pasture & Range Grass Mixes

Sorghum Sudans
Spring Forage Peas
Turnips
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Enjoy your summer knowing you have a properly
planned insurance program. Contact your local agent
today or visit us online at www.mwfbi.com.

HOME • FARM & RANCH • AUTO • BUSINESS

<RXU/LYHVWRFN+HDGTXDUWHUV
Hwy 26 -Torrington, WY 82240
307-532-2347• 1-800-231-1334

Property-casualty insurance products offered through Mountain West Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company/Laramie, Wyoming.
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Wolves Returned to State Management in Wyoming
April 26, 2017 -“After a long and
torturous trek we are pleased that the
legal wrangling for wolf management has concluded,” stated Ken

Hamilton, Wyoming Farm Bureau
Federation Executive Vice President.
“We certainly believe Wyoming has
stepped up to the plate on this issue

House Passes Pesticide
Application Fix Legislation
May 24, 2017 - In a strong bipartisan vote, the House on May 24th approved a Farm Bureau-supported bill
clarifying congressional intent regarding regulation of the use of pesticides in or near navigable waters.
The Reducing Regulatory Burdens Act of 2017 (H.R. 953) is narrowly crafted to clarify that lawful
use of pesticides in or near navigable
waters is not excessively covered under two statutes, the Clean Water Act
and the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide and Rodenticide Act.
The legislation “simply codiﬁes
EPA’s longstanding interpretation
of the law before it was thrown into
confusion by a 2009 court ruling,
which imposed an additional layer of
needless red tape on pesticide appli-

cators,” American Farm Bureau Federation President Zippy Duvall wrote
in a letter urging lawmakers to pass
the bill.
The Reducing Regulatory Burdens Act corrects the duplicative
requirements associated with EPA’s
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System pesticide permit by
specifying that NPDES permits are
not needed for the lawful application
of EPA-labeled pesticides.
“This is an important ﬁx that will
reduce red tape and legal liabilities
associated with the lawful use of pesticides in protecting public health and
food security,” Duvall said.
U.S. Representative Liz Cheney
(R-Wyo.) voted in favor of this legislation.

and we are glad a three judge panel
saw it the same way.”
“Wyoming met its commitment
for wolf recovery in 2003 and almost
a decade and a half later we can now
manage wolves as outlined by the
wolf recovery plan,” Hamilton continued.
According to a news release from
Wyoming Governor Matt Mead’s
Ofﬁce, the Circuit Court of Appeals
in Washington, D.C. entered its ﬁnal
order on April 25, 2017 upholding
Wyoming’s wolf management plan
which conﬁrms Wyoming’s management of wolves.
“I am delighted that the Circuit
Court recognized Wyoming’s commitment to manage a recovered wolf
population,” said Governor Mead in
a news release. “Our wolf management plan is a result of years of hard
work by people across Wyoming.
We recognize the need to maintain a
healthy wolf population. I thank former Secretaries of the Interior Ken
Salazar and Sally Jewell as well as
former Fish and Wildlife Service Director Dan Ashe and the Wyoming
Game and Fish Department for their

commitment to getting this done.
This is a good day for Wyoming.”
The Governor’s release continued,
“Wyoming managed wolves from
2012 to 2014. In 2014, a federal District Court judge reinstated federal
protections for wolves on the premise that population commitments in
Wyoming’s wolf management plan
needed to be found in regulation or
statute. Wyoming and the federal
government appealed that decision
and ultimately prevailed in the D.C.
Circuit Court.”
For more information about management in both the Trophy Game
Management Area and the predator
zone, please contact the Wyoming
Game and Fish Department or visit
their website: wgfd.wyo.gov.
“I’d like to remind folks that
wolves have a dual classiﬁcation in
Wyoming and it is important that
people avoid violating the law by understanding that wolves are protected
in the northwestern part of the state,
where practically all of suitable wolf
habitat is located and it is necessary
to obtain a license before they can be
hunted,” Hamilton concluded.

JOHNSON COUNTY FAIR & RODEO
Buffalo, Wyoming
July 29—August 6, 2017
Saturday, July 29th:

Rodeo Royalty Competition

8:00am

Sunday, July 30:

Dog Show
Horse Show—Halter Classes

8:00am
5:00pm

Monday, July 31:

Horse Show—Performance
Cat Show
Pocket Pets

8:00am
1:30pm
2:00pm

Tuesday, August 1:

Sheep Show

8:00am

Johnson Co. Woolgrowers Sheep Feed, Sheep Lead & Stock Dog Trials
Wednesday, August 2:

Thursday, August 3:

Friday, August 4:

Saturday, August 5:

5:00pm

Goat Show

11:00am

Rabbit Show

2:00pm

Swine

6:00pm

Team Penning

7:00pm

Beef Show

8:00am

All-County Roping

9:00am

Poultry Show

3:00pm

Team Roping Slack

6:00pm

Youth Rodeo

9:00am

Pie Contest

10:00am

Rodeo Slack

5:00pm

Dance—Prosinski Park

6:00pm

Rodeo Parade—Main Street

10:00am

Jr. Livestock Sale

7:00pm

Saturday and Sunday, August 5 & 6

RODEO
Featuring ‘Whistle Nut & Ole’

12:30pm

HIGHER CAPACITY.
HIGHER DENSITY.
Get more out of every hay season with the 5’x6’ round baler delivering greater capacity,
durability and bale density—the NEW Roll-Belt™ 560 round baler from New Holland. With
new pickups and belt choices and better windrow feeding,
the restyled Roll-Belt™ 560 is built New Holland SMART
and is set to continue New Holland’s legacy in round baling.

20% INCREASE* IN:
• Pickup capacity
• Belt strength

• Belt drive force
• Baling capacity

* Compared to the BR7090

Lingle, WY
(307) 837-2261
www.rosebrosinc.com
New! New Holland RB560 Spec. Crop, Net/Twine............................................$42,900
New! 2015 Kawasaki 4010 4x4 Mule Trans, Camo.......................................$10,650
New! Haybuster CMF 710 vertical mixer .............................................$2,500 Rebate!
New! Haybuster 2650 Bale Processor ................................................................$19,900
NH TG255 4WD, 210 HP, Duals, Loader/grapple, Reduced! ...............................$67,900
MacDon M200 w/16’Disc Head, 870 Hrs. Reduced! .........................................$63,900

New! Speedrower 160 Windrower, HS 16 Header ............................$117,000+2.9%
New! Kodiak 3615 15’Wing Mower, Chain Guards............................................$16,900
New! T4.110, Cab, 95 HP, 4-WD, w/665TL Loader ...............................................$64,772
New! Gehl R190 Skid Steer, Cab, A/C, Joysticks...................................................$39,850
NEW! NH T6.180, 4-WD, 125 HP, Loader, Grapple............................................ $115,000
New! NH L200 Skids In Stock! L221, L228, L230 .................................Rebates + 2.9%

© 2014 CNH Industrial America LLC. All rights reserved. New Holland is a trademark registered in the United States and many other countries, owned by
or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or afﬁliates. New Holland is a trademark in the United States and many other countries, owned by or
licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or afﬁliates.
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2017 WyFB Scholarship Winners
The Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation is delighted to award $5,500
in scholarships to young Wyoming
Farm Bureau Federation members.
WyFB is pleased to invest in the future of these outstanding Wyoming
students.
The Livingston-King Scholarship, valued at $1,500, is given in
honor of former state presidents of
the Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation, Herbert D. Livingston and H.J.

King, as well as Buddy and Norma
Livingston, the parents of past
WyFB President Perry Livingston.
Five Wyoming Farm Bureau
Federation Scholarships and three
Continuing Education Scholarships
are awarded at $500 each. The
Continuing Education Scholarship
recipients must submit at least two
years of college transcripts to be
eligible.
Wyoming Farm Bureau Federa-

tion Scholarship applications are
due March 1st each year and are
available at local county Farm Bureau ofﬁces or online at www.wyfb.
org.
“Education of any type is important to our members and funding is
not always easy. Our scholarship
offerings help bridge that gap and
our organization is proud to be able
to provide support.” ~ WyFB President, Todd Fornstrom

Stories by McKenzi Digby

Amanda
Christensen

Jessie
Pennoyer

Dawson
Hoover

Herbert D.
Livingston
and H.J. King
Memorial
Scholarship

Wyoming
Farm Bureau
Federation
Scholarship

Wyoming
Farm Bureau
Federation
Continuing
Education
Scholarship

Amanda Christensen, of Buford, is the recipient of
the $1,500 Herbert D. Livingston and H.J. King Memorial Scholarship. She is the daughter of Todd and Collette
Christensen. Amanda will attend the University of Wyoming to study Chemical Engineering this fall.
Christensen, the National Academy of Future Scientists and Technologists Award of Excellence recipient
and Wyoming Delegate for Congress of Future Science
and Technology Leaders, will also be receiving the Hathaway Honors Scholarship. She has been very active
in 4-H, holding many offices including club president.
She represented Wyoming at the 2017 Western National
Round Up, where she earned the National Impromptu
Speech title.
Not only does she serve her community by playing the piano regularly at the nursing home and in her
church, where she also assists with Children’s Church,
Bus Ministry, Round-Up Ministry, and Custodial Services, but she is also active in Albany County Cattlewomen
and Albany County Farm Bureau. Amanda even assisted
the Albany County Farm Bureau Federation’s Young
Farmers & Ranchers with their editing of this year’s Ag
Olympics video.
Christensen’s reccomenders recognize her leadership, work ethic, and character as superior.

Monte
Wade
Wyoming
Farm Bureau
Federation
Scholarship

Monte Wade, son of Pat and JoAnn Wade, is from
Lusk. He plans to attend Casper College in the fall to work
toward a degree in Welding Technology. Monte maintained his class’ first place rank while participating in football, basketball, National Honor Society, FBLA, FFA, and
Student Council. FFA President, team captain, and National FBLA delegate are just a few of many high esteemed
positions he has held. He attends Prairie Hills Community
Church and youth group, is an 11 year member of his
4-H club, and performs in the Legend of Rawhide, Lusk’s
most widely recognized historical re-enactment event.
Monte owns a small cowherd and still finds the time
to volunteer on the Rural Volunteer Fire Department. This
past summer, he helped build fence after the Prairie Center fire. Monte also hand builds items for benefit auctions,
placed the American flag on the graves of veterans, and
spent countless hours helping clean up after the Niobrara
County Flood of 2015. He truly knows what it means to
give back to his community.
This fifth generation Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation member is commended by his recommenders for his
strength, commitment, and dedication.
Congratulations on
a ﬁ ne achievement

Thermopolis is home to Jessie Pennoyer, daughter
of Arnold and Donna Pennoyer. She plans to study Farm
and Ranch Management this fall at Northwest College
in Powell. Pennoyer has also been awarded a Hathaway
Scholarship, Northwest College Trapper Scholarship, and
a livestock judging scholarship.
Choir and FFA were the highlights of Jessie’s high
school involvement. Outside of school, she has been
involved in 4-H, Future Cattle Producers of Wyoming,
American Hereford Association, Wyoming State Fair, and
the Rocky Mountain Leather Show. Jessie attended Wyoming FFA Leadership Camp, UW Extension Beef Artificial
Insemination Class, and Casper College Livestock Judging
Camp. She also served as Big Horn Basin H Diamond W
Youth Camp Counselor, and has accumulated 295 hours
of community service through school, 4-H, and FFA. This
fourth generation rancher has started two small cow
herds: a commercial herd and a registered Hereford herd.
Her family has always been involved in the Wyoming
Farm Bureau Federation, and Jessie has attended county
meetings, seminars, and the Wooly Bully Daze and Hot
Springs County Ag Expo, where she and her FFA peers
served breakfast to attendees. She has also been recognized by Hot Springs County Farm Bureau as an Outstanding Indoor Fair Exhibitor three times. Jessie would
like to become a member of the Wyoming Farm Bureau
Federation and participate in WyFB Young Farmers and
Ranchers upon turning 18.
Pennoyer has been recognized by her recommenders for her work-ethic, diversity and drive.

Taylen
Fornstrom
Wyoming
Farm Bureau
Federation
Continuing
Education
Scholarship
Taylen Fornstrom, of Pine Bluffs, is the daughter of
Todd and Laura Fornstrom. She is studying Elementary
Education at the University of Wyoming, where she will
be a sophomore this fall and is a member of Teaching
Young Children freshman interest group.
The Fornstrom family have been active members of
Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation for twenty years. Both
parents have served on the Laramie County Board, and
her father is currently serving as State President of the
Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation. Taylen has followed in
their footsteps, being present at many county meetings,
recently attending the AFBF Annual Convention, and helping out with member dues processing at her local Farm
Bureau office.
Taylen’s recommenders agree that she is a wellrounded and dedicated individual that serves as a superb
role-model for community members. According to her
county Farm Bureau, she has been instrumental in helping with annual membership.

Dawson Hoover, son of Kirk and Patricia Hoover,
is from Pinedale. He is a Mechanical Engineering Major
at the University of Wyoming, and enjoys his participation in the Society of Petroleum Engineers. Hoover has
also been awarded a Wyoming Hathaway Scholarship,
a Wyoming College of Engineering and Applied Science
Engineering Undergraduate Research Scholarship, and a
QEP Resources Scholarship.
Dawson graduated high school with a 4.0 and ACT
score of 30, where he was also a part of National Honor
Society, Pep Band, Wyoming Music Ambassadors, track,
and football, for which he received three letters. He also
found time to participate in 10 years of 4-H, the Pinedale
Half Marathon, management of Little Wrangler Football,
and the Buddy Walk. Treats for Troops, Business Appreciation, and mentoring a special needs middle school
student are just a few of the ways Dawson has given back
to his community. In addition to winning a State Championship in Archery, he is one of only six youth in Sublette County to achieve the Distinguished Expert Award
through the NRA Marksmanship Qualification Program.
Dawson is a fifth generation Wyoming Farm Bureau
Federation Member, who is known for helping ranchers in
his community. Dawson is never afraid to challenge himself, and always handles the pressure of heavy workloads
with perseverance and diligence.

Ashley
Hyche
Wyoming
Farm Bureau
Federation
Continuing
Education
Scholarship
Wheatland is home to Ashley Hyche, daughter of
Ryker and Carrie Hyche. Agriculture Business along with
Environment and Natural Resources are her courses of
study at the University of Wyoming. She plans to study
abroad this summer with Australia’s agriculture export
sector. Ashley is also the recipient of a Hathaway Honors
Scholarship.
Ashley stays busy with her involvement in Collegiate
Cattle Association, Range Club, ROAR Club, American
Quarter Horse Association, American Marketing Association, Wyoming Stock Growers, and Wyoming Farm
Bureau Federation Young Farmers & Ranchers. In addition, she is active in FFA, and has been awarded two gold
medals at the National FFA Convention in Farm and Ranch
Management. She has volunteered her time with the Walk
for Wishes 5K, Wheatland Wranglers Rodeo, PEO Chapters AW & R Tour of Tables, and UW’s Ag Day Barbeque.
The Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation is proud to
have had Ashley as a competitor in the Wyoming State
Farm Bureau Collegiate Discussion Meet last fall, as well
as a member of our Young Farmers & Ranchers and
an attendee of this year’s YF&R Conference. She is described by her recommenders as polished, studious, and
committed.

Katie
Rathbun
Wyoming
Farm Bureau
Federation
Scholarship

Katie Rathbun is the daughter of Tony and Tamie
Rathbun, of Sundance. She plans to attend Casper College this fall where she will study Auto Body Repair and
Technology as well as Agri-Business.
In addition to being at the top of her class in high
school, Katie has been a very active and successful participant in many extracurricular activities including volleyball, band, varsity spring golf, choir, jazz choir, student
council, class offices, and a National Anthem singing
group. She obtained a regional championship in golf, and
was second in the highly competitive “American Dream
Essay Contest”.
Additionally, Katie has also been very active in FFA.
Among many related accomplishments, she had the Reserve Champion Breeding Gilt at the Wyoming State Fair.
Her passion for livestock entrepreneurship is practiced
both at school and on the family ranch, where she is experienced and hard-working. She even has a few crossbred cows and hogs of her own.
She has volunteered for Children’s Bible Camp Week,
Rural Children’s Church, and the Sundance Food Pantry
Drive. Her family has always been active in the Wyoming
Farm Bureau Federation, and Katie is a third generation
member.
Her quiet demeanor paired with her confidence and
drive were commended by her recommenders.

Darbi
Buckmiller
Wyoming
Farm Bureau
Federation
Scholarship

Darbi Buckmiller, of Moorcroft, is the daughter of
Dustin and Melissa Buckmiller. She will begin her studies
in Architectural Engineering at the University of Wyoming
this fall, where she will also be receiving the University
of Wyoming Scholars Award and the Hathaway Honors
Scholarship.
Buckmiller has participated in many activities and
organizations including National Honors Society, Student
Council, Art Club, Spanish Club, Community Leaders of
America, Key Camp, volleyball, wrestling, Eastern Wyoming College Associates, and yearbook, all while pursuing a career. She also volunteers at her church and was
recognized for winning first place at county, state, and national American Legion Auxiliary Poppy Poster Contests.
She’s been described as diligent and dependable.

Rachel
Forrester
Wyoming
Farm Bureau
Federation
Scholarship

Rachel Forrester, of Big Piney, is the daughter of
John and Brenda Forrester. She plans to attend the University of Wyoming in the fall, where she will pursue a
degree in Speech-Language Pathology.
In high school, Rachel participated in volleyball, basketball, and track. She received All-Conference and AllState recognition for her athletic achievements. In addition
to being a member of the National Honor Society and Student Council, she has received several academic awards
including Spanish Student of the Year, Outstanding English Student, and Outstanding Pre-Calculus Student.
Rachel has also been an appreciated member of the
Barnyard Bunch 4-H Club, who is always willing to step
into leadership positions exemplifying class and responsibility.
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We make insurance simple.
®

Call today to see how we make it simple to protect your family, home, car and business.

BUFFALO
NICK SMITH
307-684-1300

CHEYENNE
JASON BELL
307-632-9008

CODY
JEANNA KENNEDY
307-587-9669

CODY
LUKE HOPKIN
307-587-9669

GLENROCK
DOMINIC MADIA
307-436-8402

KEMMERER
TAMEY PATERNAL
307-877-5582

LANDER
JAKE HUHNKE
307-332-3295

NEWCASTLE
CLYDE BAYNE ALSO
CROP INSURANCE
307-746-4471

PINEDALE
LAUREN STELTING
307-367-2141

TORRINGTON
CHUCK CURRY
307-532-3610

WHEATLAND
SALLY HOUX
307-322-3791

WORLAND
TOM ALLRED
307-347-3583

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. Mountain West Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company/Laramie, WY. *Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services MC035 (9‐16)
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Ag Books for Kids
project. The students then had the
opportunity to participate in a contest to show what they learned about
agriculture.
County winners were forwarded
to the district where three winners
were selected. District winners all
received a copy of “Big Tractors
with Casey and Friends” and were
forwarded to the state contest. See
page 11 for district winners.
Coloring Contest
Crook County ﬁrst grader Gabe
Jukkala was the state winner of the
coloring contest. Jukkala received
a $50 gift card from the Wyoming
Farm Bureau, an agriculture book
titled “Big Tractors with Casey and
Friends,” and a prize bag from Case
IH. The book was signed by the
Honorable Governor Matt Mead.
Jukkala is a ﬁrst grader at Moorcroft
School and his teacher is Mrs. Davis.
Annie Tremain, of Goshen
County, was the state runner-up.
Tremain received a $25 gift card,
an agriculture book, and a prize bag
from Case IH. She is in kindergarten
in Mrs. Meier’s class at LaGrange
Elementary.
Poster Contest
Dawson George, a third grader
from Park County, won the state
poster contest. George received a
$50 gift card, an agriculture book
titled “Big Tractors with Casey and
Friends,” and a prize bag from Case
IH. The book was signed by the

From page 1

Honorable Governor Matt Mead.
George’s teacher is Mrs. Ashby at
Westside Elementary in Powell.
Receiving a $25 gift card, a copy
of “Big Tractors with Casey and
Friends,” and a prize bag from Case
IH for the state runner-up was Cormac Gernant, of Albany County.
Gernant is in Mrs. Vendela’s third
grade class at Laramie Montessori
School.
Creative Writing Contest
Weston County fourth grader
Zoey Wilson won the creative writing contest. Wilson is a student at
Upton Elementary School. She received a $50 gift card from the Wyoming Farm Bureau, an agriculture
book titled “Big Tractors with Casey
and Friends,” and a prize bag from
Case IH. The book was signed by
the Honorable Governor Matt Mead.
Fourth grader Keston Johnson,
of Lincoln County, was the state
runner-up. She received a $25 gift
card, an agriculture book and a prize
bag from Case IH. Her teacher is
Mr. Barnes at Osmond Elementary.
Building the collection of agriculture reading materials in Wyoming elementary libraries so students could learn more about the
importance of agriculture was the
original goal of the “Ag Books for
Kids” project. That goal remains
the same. The project has continued to grow with more books being donated each year and more
opportunities for students to apply

An excerpt from the state winning creative writing
entry by Zoey Wilson, of Weston County.

what they are learning about agriculture with age appropriate contests. Throughout the years, thousands of books (fast approaching
6,600 books) have been donated to
elementary school libraries by the
county Farm Bureaus.
In its thirteenth year, the “Ag
Books for Kids” program is a project of the WyFB Young Farmer &
Rancher Committee. The grassroots
efforts of the county Farm Bureaus
who donate the books and help educate about agriculture contributes
greatly to the program’s success.
The program’s purpose is to educate
children about agriculture and its
importance to us all.
Goshen County student Annie Tremain was the state runner-up in the
“Ag Books for Kids” coloring contest. Goshen County Farm Bureau
Member Lee Hageman presented the
awards to Tremain at LaGrange Elementary. Cheri Steinmetz photo.

Gabe Jukkala, of Crook County, colored this state winning “Ag Books
for Kids” coloring page.

The state winner in the “Ag Books
for Kids” poster contest was Dawson
George of Park County.

Dear Bailey,
You all have your own way of helping out on the farm.
You help out just like stewards. Stewards help by respecting the land and animals in the world. You help out by
respecting Casey’s farm. Wait, isn’t Casey a steward?
She uses you guys to help her make the world a better
place. I just thought of that. How very cool. Well…
You’re all stewards. You help Casey while she helps the
planet. Well, the Farm, but it has to start somewhere. I’m
very happy you tie up bales or we’d have lots and lots of
hay just scattered everywhere. Thank you to all of your
friends and Casey. You guys are the absolute greatest
ever! Please keep up doing what you guys are doing.
Be Stewards and don’t you dare ever give up. Giving up
will never solve the problem. Or it just means you need
some gas. Ha Ha get it? See what I did there? If you
stop, you need some gas. Never mind. I did pretty good
on that one. Well, I really hope you enjoyed my letter to
you, and again, a great big thank you to you and all your
friends too!
Sincerely,
Zoey Wilson

This year’s “Ag Books for Kids” contest state winners and runner-ups received
some amazing Case IH gift bags as part of their prize package. Thanks to Case IH
for their incredible donations to this year’s prize package! Did you know Wyoming
Farm Bureau members can receive a $300-$500 discount on Case IH agricultural
equipment? And did you know Case IH is a wonderful supporter of the American
Farm Bureau’s YF&R program? Raenell Taylor photo.
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“WY AG Matters” Photo Contest
Wyoming agriculture matters for
so many reasons. The submissions
from around the state for the photo
contest showcased many of those
reasons: family; the next generation;

the land; the animals; open spaces;
food; and so much more. Agriculture and its people provide so much
to keep Wyoming strong in so many
ways. “WY AG MATTERS!”

WY AG Matters Photo Contest 2nd place winner of $75: Jennifer Roberts
WY AG Matters Photo Contest Grand Prize Winner of $100: Karmen Stevenson
“This picture was taken at the Brickman Ranch, north of Wheatland, WY,
during a spring branding. I love to see a group of kids that will potentially
carry on the ranching and agriculture traditions into the next generation!”
-Karmen Stevenson

Covolo Auto-Farm Service

“My ﬁrst photo is of a windmill just down the road from our home taken in the
middle of winter. Windmills aren’t very common around here, but it symbolizes
the importance of water in Wyoming for agriculture. Without a good snowpack
in our mountains and a few lucky rains in the summertime, we wouldn’t be
able to water our cattle, let alone grow grass for hay that we will feed to our
cows from November until May. Our yearly ranching routines are driven by the
existence of water or the absence of water.”-Jennifer Roberts

Hay Day 2017

WY AG Matters Photo Contest 3rd place
winner of $50: Karmen Stevenson

Serving Bridger Valley and surrounding areas for 45 Years

“This is a photo of my
husband Lane Stevenson training a group of
colts. We are blessed
to be able to earn our
income through agriculture and livestock!”
-Karmen Stevenson

Coming In July
Call For Exact Date

• Representatives will be on hand to give a brief review of the equipment and answer any questions.
• Booths with brochures and information about equipment
• Representative from our fertilizer supplier to answer any questions you may have.
• Equipment will be set up in the ﬁeld to try out
• Lunch will be served

80 Rees Road, PO Box 690
Mountain View, WY. 82939

307-786-2277
800-635-2475

All Logos are Registered Trademarks. Pictures: Microsoft Ofﬁce Clipart

WY AG Matters
Photo Contest 4th
place winner of $25:
Jennifer Roberts
“Our yearly branding in May. My
sister-in-law and
her 4 kids live a
few miles away
and are an integral
part of running our
operation. Agriculture for us is a family affair. Without family (and friends and neighbors) we
could NOT do what we do. Our family takes time out of their busy lives to help
us hay, move cows, ﬁx fence, bottle feed bum calves, wrestle calves at our
brandings, feed cows, irrigate, doctor cattle, ship cattle, and numerous other
things. And same with our neighbors; who can live as far as over an hour away
but we still call them neighbors. This photo shows my sister-in-law, Rel, and
her 10 year old son, Daniel, giving it all he has to help wrestle a calf of ours at
our branding. My husband’s cousin (and neighbor), Cody, is branding. We start
these kids young helping out in any capacity that they can!”-Jennifer Roberts
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Can We Lease Your Land for Our Solar Farms?

Transmission Type Power Lines on Your Land? Lease to Us Today!

Large Power Lines on Your Property? Lease Us Your Land!

We Will Pay Up to $1,250 per Acre per Year
20 to 40 Yr. Lease
We Require Large Tracts of Land currently clear clean land (Over 150 Acres) w/ 3Phase Transmission Type Power Lines on the land for Our Solar Farms
Land Cannot be in Flood Zone or Have Wetlands Issues – Owner Must Retain Mineral Rights both above and below surface or have Executive Rights
No underground utilities including oil and gas lines within the proposed solar site

Long Term Land Leases Needed-(20 – 40 Years Up to $1,250 per Acre per Year)

CALL (828)-817-5400 or (828)-817-9101
Email Us at

InnovativeSolarFarms@gmail.com

Visit our website at www.InnovativeSolarFarms.com
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Wyoming Classifieds
NOTICE
CLASSIFIED POLICY:
1) Wyoming Farm Bureau members are entitled to free classiﬁed advertising in this publication for the
purpose of selling items they grow
or make themselves, selling used machinery or household items, for posting wanted advertising. Real estate
sales not included. Each member family is entitled to two (2) free ads per
month, for 3 months, of up to 40 words
each. Member ads will be accepted by
mail at PO Box 685, Torrington, WY
82240 or e-mail to kclark@wyfb.org.
Please include member’s name and
county.
2) Non-Wyoming Farm Bureau
members and WyFB members acting
as agents or dealers of products produced outside the member’s family
may purchase commercial classiﬁed
advertising at $0.50 per word, at a
minimum of $5.00 per ad. Discounts:
5% for 4 to 9 insertions, 10% for 10
or more insertions. Commercial ads
must be submitted in writing, and an
agreement regarding payment must be
made between Farm Bureau and the
advertiser.
DEADLINE:
Ads should be received by the 3rd
Tuesday of the month in order to appear
in the next month’s issue. Advertisers
are asked to check your ad and report

WYOMING
LIVESTOCK

any errors. Contact: Email kclark@
wyfb.org or call 307.532.2002. Paid
ads must be mailed, typed or neatly
printed, together with any payment
due, to Wyoming Agriculture, Farm
Bureau, P.O. Box 685, Torrington, WY
82240. Free ads must be resubmitted
by mail or e-mail after running three
months. Ads for which there is payment due will run according to agreement between Wyoming Farm Bureau
and the advertiser. Advance payment
is preferred for ﬁrst-time advertisers.
NOTE:
The appearance of any ad in Wyoming Agriculture does not constitute
an endorsement or approval of the
product or service offered. The advertiser is liable for content of the
advertisement and any claims arising
therefrom against this publication.
The Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation reserves the right to refuse any
advertising not considered in keeping
with its publication’s standards.

1981 MF 245 Tractor. Hours
1638, Engine heater, Front and
rear wheel weights, New seat &
cushions, adjustable spring seat,
Runs good, Includes Operators
Manual. Ready for work with
fresh oil & filter, lube, fuel filter, air cleaners, and a full tank
of fuel. $7000 more info @ KSL.
com. Clay 307-701-4628.

EQUIPMENT

Gary Boldt, Glenrock; Kyle Johnson,
Glenrock; Chelsea Helenbolt, Douglas;
Thomas Miskimins, Evansville; Gordon
Stoddard, Glenrock

JOHN DEERE 1947 RESTORED.
New rear tires. Like new. With original operators manual. 307-629-0871.
FOR SALE-2012 TOYOTA SE
CAMRY V6. Low mileage. $17,000.
307-277-3473.
FOR SALE-2015 ALUMINUM
POLARIS 8’ ATV TRAILER.
$2,200. 307-277-3473.

ROUNDUP

Wyoming's only weekly publication devoted to
agriculture, the Wyoming Livestock Roundup
reaches the majority of the state's agricultural
producers. We have subscribers from Jackson to
Pine Bluffs and from Hulett to Evanston.
Every major livestock auction and implement dealer
in the state regularly advertises in the Roundup.
Advertising rates and subscriptions can be
obtained by calling 800-967-1647 or 307-234-2700.

MISCELLANEOUS
TWO BRANDS FOR SALE: X
with an M off the upper right leg of
the X. Cattle (LR) and Horses (LS).
Apple brand. Cattle (RR) and Horses
(RS). 307.587.3706.
LOCAL GOAT MILK AND
CHEESE for sale in the Cheyenne
area. Please call 307-340-1479 for
more information.

New Members
BIG HORN
Donald Black, Basin; Lisa Anderson,
Shell; Russell Jefferson, Manderson;
Landon Michaels, Basin

CAMPBELL
Joseph Messner, Moorcroft; Bryan Dugas, Casper; Christa Kosola, Gillette;
Garrett Frei, Gillette; Ryan Beyl, Gillette;
Joseph Zach, Gillette; Jennifer Thomas,
Gillette; Dalton Thurman, Gillette

CARBON
Nelson Jonathan, Saratoga

CONVERSE

PARK
Wanda Jean Bennion, Meeteetse

PLATTE
Leroy Rutz, Wheatland; Nina Mehl,
Wheatland

SHERIDAN
Kenneth Bowen, Sheridan; Ernie
Schmidt, Sheridan; Shawn Wattman,
Sheridan; William Sousa, Sheridan;
Tami Shreeve, Sheridan; Karen Reese,
Sheridan; James F Montgomery, Sheridan; Layne Liggett, Sheridan; Mike
Maestri/Maestri Ranch Co, Sheridan

SUBLETTE

FREMONT

Suzy Michnevics, Boulder; Richard
Mathis, Rock Springs; Ace Smith, Big
Piney; Tyler Smith, Big Piney; Michael
Looney, Daniel

Nathan Meyer, Rawlins; Joel Jensen,
Dubois; Robert Britain, Shoshoni;
Zachary Curran, Riverton; Noah Levy,
Brooklyn; Sandy Kitterman, Riverton

Amber Everman, Rock Springs;
Christopher Will, Rock Springs; Amy
Chavez, Rock Springs

SWEETWATER

GOSHEN

TETON

Charles Davis, Torrington; Deniz Stark/
Doubletree Farms Llp, Gretna

Mark Hamlin/Jlc LLC, Akron; John D
Walter, Pinedale

JOHNSON
James Staebler, Buffalo

LARAMIE
Pluma Lynn Minor, Cheyenne; Lori
Arnold, Cheyenne; Jennifer Porter,
La Grange; Alexander Funk, Cheyenne; Tyson Razo, Cheyenne; Jeremy
Evans, Albin; Michael Votruba, Pine
Bluffs

NATRONA
Terri Maynard, Casper; Shaleen Wolf,
Casper; Julia Atack, Casper; Brandi
Barrow, Casper; Sally Berg, Casper;
Michael Slominski, Casper; Timothy
Mitchell, Casper; Matt Ludwig, Casper;
Dekoda Iseman, Casper

UINTA
Chris Sorenson, Evanston; Barry Stringer, Mountain View; Joshua Taylor, Lyman;
Kaleb Larson, Lyman; Jed Wayment/J &
J Outﬁtters LLC, Cokeville; Vivian Sykes,
Mountain View; Scott Brown, Mountain View; Gary Dean, Evanston; Lynda
Sidwell, Mountain View; Nathan Jaggi,
Lyman; Barbara Harvey, Mountain View;
Alan Jaeger, Mountain View; Matt Cuin,
Mountain View

WASHAKIE
Ty Jenkins, Ten Sleep

WESTON
Stephen Langer, Upton; John Flahaven,
Sundance; Todd Quigley, Newcastle

Farm Bureau members...you can now sign-up to receive
FBNews, the official e-newsletter of the
American Farm Bureau Federation.
Visit fb.org to subscribe via your e-mail address.
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Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation Young Farmer & Rancher Committee 2017
“Ag Books for Kids” State and District Winners
2017 “Ag Books for Kids”
State Winners
Coloring Contest:
State Winner: Gabe Jukkala, Crook
County
State Runner-up: Annie Tremain,
Goshen County
Poster Contest:
State Winner: Dawson George, Park
County
State Runner-up: Cormac Gernant,
Albany County
Creative Writing Contest:
State Winner: Zoey Wilson, Weston
County
State Runner-up: Keston Johnson,
Lincoln County
2017 “Ag Books for Kids”
District Winners
Southwest District Winners
Coloring Contest:
Eveleen Turner, Uinta County
London Heiner, Lincoln County
Matazie Jones, Sublette County
Poster Contest:
Katherine Francis, Lincoln County
Zeman Collins, Sublette County
GraceLyn Thornton, Sublette County

Creative Writing Contest:
Marina Gomez, Uinta County
Braxton Burgener, Uinta County
Keston Johnson, Lincoln County

Central District Winners
Coloring Contest:
Bayla Berger, Albany County
Samuel Heward, Carbon County
Derrik Young, Carbon County

Northwest District Winners
Coloring Contest:
Caroline Childers, Fremont County
Madison Winters, Big Horn County
Clair Philpott, Big Horn County

Poster Contest:
Cormac Gernant, Albany County
Audrey Roaque, Albany County
David Parker, Albany County

Poster Contest:
Rylee C. Dockery, Fremont County
Dawson George, Park County
Paxton Philpott, Big Horn County

Creative Writing Contest:
Mikayla Alexander, Albany County
Carson Smith, Albany County
Jentry Sims, Albany County

Southeast District Winners
Coloring Contest:
Annie Christine Tremain, Goshen
County
Kaydence Calaway, Laramie County
Madison Pindell, Platte County

Northeast District Winners
Coloring Contest:
Gabe Jukkala, Crook County
Lily Brownrigg, Crook County
Landon Gaylord, Crook County

Poster Contest:
Rutley Hansen, Laramie County
Jayden Judkins, Goshen County
Connor Coxbill, Goshen County
Creative Writing Contest:
Salem Weimer, Laramie County
Travis Cline, Goshen County
Ridge Kupke, Niobrara County

Poster Contest:
Tryce Isenberger, Crook County
Jilian Meidinger, Crook County
Rowdy Northrup, Crook County
Creative Writing Contest:
Zoey Wilson, Weston County
Alexis Nicole McMaster, Weston
County
Keaton Mills, Crook County

Congratulations
“Ag Books for Kids”
State and District
Win ners!

Kubota BV Series
Durable. Dependable. Dense.

like no other
with no match.
• Produces dense bales with tight outer layers with
4'/5' wide and 5'/6' tall variable bale chambers
• PowerBind net wrap provides fast, reliable and
productive bale wrapping
• Straightforward and reliable operation bale after bale

all envy.

We are Kubota.

2450 Heartland Dr
Sheridan, WY 82801
307-672-8011

www.kubota.com
Optional equipment may be shown.
© Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2017

©2013 Purina Animal Nutrition LLC

Heartland Kubota, LLC
You’ll ﬁnd decades of research and quality ingredients in
every bag of Purina® horse feed. Your horse can be more
responsive and have the energy and stamina to perform
at his peak every time. It’s your power to perform.

PINE BLUFFS
PINE BLUFFS FEED & GRAIN
307-245-3881
Horse.PurinaMills.com

ROCK SPRINGS
SOUTHWESTERN WYOMING WOOL WAREHOUSE
307-362-3022
www.woolwarehouse.net
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Obituaries

Betty Fales

Sylvia Louise Harns

March 24, 1934 – April 24, 2017

June 21, 1931 – May 6, 2017

TORRINGTON – A memorial years. A lifelong learner, Farm Buservice for Betty Lou (Laybourn) reau meetings were a highlight for
Fales, 83, who died April 24, 2017, Betty. She loved the people and
at Goshen Healthcare
learning about all the isCommunity, was held on
sues being discussed.
May 15, 2017 at Lifeway
Survivors include chilChurch in Torrington. A
dren: Sally Houx (Jay)
memorial has been esof Wheatland, Joe Fales
tablished to Don Mathis
of Torrington and SuMinistry care of East Gate
san Walker (David) of
Baptist Church or Valley
Torrington;
grandchilChristian School.
dren: Nathan Anderson
Betty was born March
(Stefanie), Janey Blum
24, 1934, at Joes, Colo.,
(James), Ashley AnderBetty Fales
to Albert and Eldora
son, Brian Fales (Amy),
(Burkhard) Laybourn. She gradu- Todd Walker, Emma Walker, Jill
ated from Torrington High School Burd; and great-grandchildren: Ella
in 1951. On Jan. 25, 1951, she mar- Reese Anderson, Allison Taylor
ried Norval Fales in Scottsbluff, Blum, Karson Thomas Norval AnNeb. Her hobbies included reading, derson, Ashlynn Lea Blum, Harper
Bible study, walking, and traveling Remington Fales, Avery Moline and
the back roads. She was a member Dailee Moline.
of Lighthouse Church. Betty was
She was preceded in death by her
an active volunteer with the Gos- parents, husband, and sisters: Donna
hen County Farm Bureau for many and Jane.

FARSON - Sylvia Harns, aged very active members of Wyoming
85, passed away on Saturday, May Farm Bureau.
6, 2017. Born June 21, 1931 in Rock
After retiring from ranching, SylSprings, WY, she was the
via and Lee lived in Riverdaughter of the late John
ton and then returned to
T and Mary Radosevich.
Farson in their later years.
She graduated from Rock
She is survived by daughSprings high school in
ters Lorna (Carmen)
1949. Sylvia married the
Bria, Marlee Jones and
late William Lee Harns on
Amy McWhorter: sons
December 17, 1950. They
Steve (Valinda) Harns,
made their life together
Bill (Nancy) Harns and
ranching and farming in
Chris (Carolyn) Harns.
Farson, Wyoming with a
Nineteen grandchildren,
Sylvia Louise
short time period in Boulforty great grandchildren,
Harns
der, Wyoming. They raised six chil- and one great great grandchild: one
dren.
sister Janice Meeks: three brothers
Sylvia was a devoted wife, Fred Radosevich, John (Jan) Ramother, and grandmother. Her dosevich, and George Radosevich.
greatest joy was spending time She was preceded in death by her
with her family. She enjoyed sew- beloved husband, her parents, her
ing and generously made her fam- sister Mary, and her granddaughter
ily many treasured quilts. She had Kayla.
a reputation as a wonderful cook
Services for Sylvia were held
and baked delightful treats that May 11th, 2017 at the Eden Valley
will be greatly missed. She also Community Center.
took pleasure in playing cards
In lieu of ﬂowers, donations
with friends, reading, gardening, may be made to the Alzheimer’s
and spending time outdoors. In Foundation of America by calling
addition to being a ranch wife, (866)232-8484 and donate in memSylvia worked as secretary for ory of Sylvia Harns or Best Home
the Eden Valley Irrigation District Health Hospice 637 Front St. Evanfor many years. She and Lee were ston, WY 82930.

Stop Federal Water Extortion,
Farm Bureau Says
May 18, 2017--Land managers in the West increasingly demand that ranchers who work
federal land surrender their water rights to the government or
get off the range. It’s extortion
and a form of unconstitutional
taking that simply has to stop,
Randy Parker, Utah Farm Bureau’s vice president of national government affairs, told the
House Subcommittee on Water,
Power and Oceans.
Legislation known as the
Water Rights Protection Act
could mean an end to federal
strong-arming of ranchers by
a government that owns the
vast majority of land that can
be grazed west of the Mississippi. Parker cited numerous
instances in which the federal
government forced or attempted to force ranchers to surrender their water rights.
Parker urged Congress to act.
“I want to commend Representative Scott Tipton for his
leadership and continued support for advancing this important legislation,” Parker told
the subcommittee. “Trust and a

good working relationship are
critical in reducing the uncertainty that has plagued ranchers
across the western landscape
and the rural communities they
support.”
If passed, the Water Rights
Protection Act would bar the
federal government from seizing state-granted water rights
from ranchers and restore basic property rights to them. The
bill, now in discussion draft, is
expected to be introduced later
this year.
Among other things, the legislation would:
• Prohibit agencies from demanding transfer of privately
held water rights to the federal government in exchange
for federal land use permits or
other things;
• Maintain federal deference
to state water law; and
• Maintain environmental
safeguards already in place.
Parker’s testimony can be
found here:
https://naturalresources.
house.gov/uploadedfiles/testimony_parker.pdf

HAS YOUR ADDRESS CHANGED?
Please help us save costs and continue delivering this paper to you by
updating your address.
Options to update your address:
1. Email mdigby@wyfb.org
2. Call 307-721-7719
3. Clip and mail this form to WyFB,
ATTN: Address Change, PO Box 1348,
Laramie, WY 82073
Member(s) Name:________________________________________________________________
Old Address:_____________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
New Address:____________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

June 2017

Page 13

Legislative Interim Committees
downturn less funding has been
available for cities, towns, and
counties. Wyoming Association of
Municipalities (WAM) outlined the
funding issues associated with Wyoming’s municipalities. One funding
solution indicated by WAM would
be to allow cities and towns to pass
additional sales taxes within their
boundaries. Currently, sales taxes
must be passed on a county-wide
basis. WyFB policy would not support this change; with our policy being those paying the tax should have
the ability to vote on that tax. This
issue will be further examined at future committee meetings.
One of the largest issues brought
forward is a gross receipts tax. This
tax would apply to the total gross receipts of all businesses in the state.
The tax was estimated to be in the
0.5 to 1.0 percent range. WyFB

testiﬁed that this tax is not acceptable for several reasons. One reason is this new tax would increase
State government. The Revenue
Dept. administer indicated up to six
more persons would be required to
administer the program. Also, agriculture is one of the few businesses
that cannot pass increased costs on
to purchasers, so agriculture producers would pay the tax twice, on their
own gross receipts and on increased
costs from businesses that can pass
the tax on. This topic will be further
examined at this committee’s next
meeting.
Corporations Committee
The Corporations Committee met
in Laramie May 18 and 19. This
committee covered two topics of interest to WyFB members. The ﬁrst
issue is extraterritorial jurisdiction
of cities outside the cities’ boundary.

Senate Committee Advances
Farm Bureau-backed Regulatory
Reform Bill
May 19, 2017--The Senate
Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee in late
May approved the Farm Bureausupported Regulatory Accountability Act of 2017 (S. 951).
The bill would make fundamental reforms to the Administrative Procedure Act. Speciﬁcally, the measure would require a
cost-beneﬁt analysis of proposed
regulations, invite early public
participation on major rules and
require federal agencies to disclose the information they rely
upon.
“When the government proposes rules, we should all have
ample opportunity to evaluate
and comment on the proposals.
All too often, this doesn’t happen. Agencies must engage in
greater outreach and do so sooner
in the process. Increased transparency and disclosure can only
help to instill greater conﬁdence
in the system. That conﬁdence is
too often lacking today,” American Farm Bureau Federation



President Zippy Duvall said in a
statement released soon after the
Regulatory Accountability Act
was introduced.
In addition, the bill, sponsored by Sens. Robert Portman
(R-Ohio) and Heidi Heitkamp
(D-N.D.), would codify key bipartisan regulatory executive
orders; require federal agencies
to build in an automatic review
for the most signiﬁcant rules at
least once every 10 years; and require federal agencies to follow a
more evidence-based approach in
crafting rules that will cost more
than $1 billion annually.
The House earlier this year
passed its own regulatory reform
bill. While passage of the Regulatory Accountability Act of 2017
by the Senate Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs Committee is a positive step, lawmakers still need to hear from the
farmers and ranchers they represent to further build momentum
in the Senate for action on regulatory reform.
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Wyoming Farm Bureau
and
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During the 2017 Legislative session,
WyFB supported a bill which would
have eliminated cities and towns
from having any jurisdiction outside
their boundary. This bill died but
enough interest exists to examine
the issue again. WAM, the County
Commissioners Association and
the planners will work on this issue
more and will present a draft bill at
the next committee meeting.
The other issue covered by this
committee was deregulation of a

telephone carrier. Should a carrier
be declared competitive, persons
using that carrier would not be eligible for Universal Service Funds.
These funds help moderate the costs
of telephone service for rural companies. WyFB offered testimony
outlining our concerns should USF
funds not be available. This issue
is far from settled, given that a large
carrier will have a case in front of
the Public Service Commission, the
agency that regulates utilities.

Tax Reform Central to Improving
Economy, Farm Bureau Tells Congress
May 18, 2017--Farmers and
ranchers need the economic beneﬁts that will follow from tax
reform, the American Farm Bureau Federation told Congress in
testimony submitted to the House
Ways and Means Committee on
May 18.
Weather, high debt-service, a
lack of liquidity and the difﬁculties of passing on land from one
generation to the next all make
taxation an important issue for
farmers and ranchers.
AFBF asked legislators to ensure that tax reform results in lower effective tax rates for small and
family-owned farms and ranches
as well as for corporations. The
group urged lawmakers to:
• Continue cash accounting,
which matches farm income and
expenses better than accrual accounting methods to help farmers
pay their bills and manage their
taxes;

• Preserve interest deductibility – an important matter at a time
when the Agriculture Department
estimates 17.9 percent of ﬁxed
farm and ranch expenses go to interest payments;
• Reduce capital gains taxes,
which help families pass farms to
the next generation;
• Continue like-kind exchanges
to defer taxes when farmers and
ranchers sell assets and purchase
similar property to replace them.
Without like-kind exchanges,
some farmers and ranchers would
need to borrow to continue their
farm or ranch businesses or, worse
yet, delay mandatory improvements to maintain the ﬁnancial viability of their farm or ranch;
• Eliminate the estate tax,
which unduly penalizes farm
owners who on average earn a
small fraction of the income they
might enjoy if they invested their
dollars elsewhere.
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“Ag Books for Kids” around the state
Farm Bureau’s grassroots system provides a successful avenue
for presenting the “Ag Books for
Kids” program throughout the state.
Thank you to all of the member volunteers who donate their time and
energy to reading the ag books, delivering prizes, and presenting in the

classroom! The connections made
with Wyoming elementary students
and their teachers are an important
step in putting a face on farming and
ranching.
Here’s a glimpse at a few county
Farm Bureau award presentations
for “Ag Books for Kids” contests.

Goshen County Farm Bureau

Johnson County Farm Bureau
Submitted by Carmen Rodriguez
Johnson County Farm Bureau awarded prizes to the county
winners in the “Ag Books for Kids” contests. The ﬁrst photo is a
kindergarten class with their prizes. The second photo is a picture
of their plants from the “Garden in a Glove” activity earlier this
spring. According to Carmen, the class is going to start a garden
and those plants that started as a seed in a glove will be transported
into that garden.

Photos submitted by Cheri Steinmetz and Lee Hageman
The Goshen County Farm Bureau presented county, district and
state “Ag Books for Kids” prizes to area students.

Niobrara County Farm Bureau

Goshen County Farm Bureau member Lee Hageman with LaGrange
Elementary students.

Lingle Elementary students proudly
display their awards.
Southeast Elementary student Connor
Coxbill was recognized for the poster
contest.
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Submitted by Andy Greer
The Niobrara County Farm
Bureau rewarded Lusk Elementary School classes with ice
cream cups for participating in
the “Ag Books for Kids” program. At right is Niobrara County Farm Bureau President Andy
Greer with Will Stewart (2nd
place locally) and Ridge Kupke
(1st place locally and a Southeast district winner in the creative
writing contest.) Each of the local winners in each category also
received cash prizes. The photo
below is Greer with Mrs. Britainy
Bruegger’s kindergarten class.
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The 2017 Census of Ag is Nearly Upon Us
By Vernoica Nigh, AFBF
Economist
Editor’s Note: Below is an
excerpt from an article posted
on American Farm Bureau Federation’s “Market Intel” page
of their website. To learn more
about why “Demographics
Matter” visit www.fb.org/
analysis/2017COA. Additionally, you can sign up
to receive the AFBF Market Intel reports via email.
The structure and management of family farms
can be as complicated as
major corporations, involving multiple generations and branches of the
family tree. Or a family
farm could involve parents and their children,
structured as a partnership. A family farm could
be siblings who have
taken over most management functions, but their
elderly parent is still considered the head of the
operation. We know there
are countless ways family
farms are conﬁgured and
managed, but the diversity easily observable on
farms around the country
is often missing from the
data collected through the
Census of Agriculture.
Some exciting changes in
the 2017 Census of Agriculture will attempt to
capture more nuances in

“DUE”
it for AG

demographics. See full article
at fb.org.
The 2017 Census of Agriculture will arrive at your door
later this year, to be returned to
USDA by Feb. 5, 2018. In many
ways, it will be the same survey
respondents saw in 2012, 2007,

2002, 1997, etc. But in some
important ways--includi n g , but not limited to, the demographic changes--it will try
to better capture the landscape
of a nuanced agricultural industry. We’re all better off if it accomplishes that goal.

Peace
of mind
for life.

Life insurance can help provide security, along with guarantees1
and peace of mind.
Contact your Farm Bureau agent to see how we can help protect
your world and secure your family’s ﬁnancial future.

www.fbfs.com
1

The guarantees expressed are based on the claims-paying ability of Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company. Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company provider of Farm
Bureau Financial Services LI175 (5-17)
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