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Wyoming Farm Bureau
Federation Legislative Meeting
Feb. 18-19 in Cheyenne
Legislative issues, USDA’s final
traceability rule, agriculture transportation and agriculture livestock theft
are a few of the topics that will be
presented at the 2013 Wyoming Farm
Bureau Federation Legislative Meeting. United States Senator Mike Enzi
will address members on Monday
afternoon. United States Representative Cynthia Lummis will speak to the
group on Feb. 19.
The meeting will be Feb. 18-19 at
the Plains Hotel in Cheyenne. Held annually to coincide with the legislative
session, the meeting provides Farm
Bureau members the opportunity to
meet with their legislators one-on-one
and receive updates on current issues.
The meeting begins at 11 a.m.
Monday, Feb. 18 with registration. If
their schedules permit, House Agriculture Committee Chair Representative Mark Semlek and Senate Agriculture Committee Chair Senator

Gerry Geis will address the members
during the noon luncheon.
United States Senator Mike Enzi
will speak at 1:30 p.m. Monday afternoon.
At 2 p.m. Keith Kennedy with Custom Ag Solutions will present “Discover Your Personal Ag Risk Profile.”
Monday’s afternoon activities also
include legislative briefings from
WyFB lobbyists and membership
awards.
Monday evening at 6:30 p.m. provides the one-on-one visits with the
legislators during the “Legislative
Banquet” that includes a prime-rib
dinner.
Tuesday’s agenda includes a speaker’s forum. Beginning at 8 a.m., Wyoming State Veterinarian Jim Logan will
discuss “Final USDA Animal Disease
Traceability Rule-How it Affects Wyoming’s Meat Animal Producers.”
See ‘Legislative Meeting’ page 9
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American Farm Bureau Federation President Bob Stallman and Wyoming
Farm Bureau Federation President Perry Livingston at the AFBF 94th annual meeting in Nashville, Tenn. The Wyoming Farm Bureau was recognized as a quota state for reaching membership goals. The Wyoming
Farm Bureau was also awarded five awards of excellence for state Farm
Bureau achievement in program areas. AFBF photo.

AFBF Board Establishes Strategic
Action Plan for 2013
WASHINGTON, D.C., January 18, 2013 – Following the delegate session of the American Farm
Bureau Federation’s 94th Annual
Meeting, the organization’s board of
directors met to establish priorities
for AFBF’s strategic action plan for
2013.
“This plan represents those issue
areas where we believe the Ameri-

can Farm Bureau Federation and its
grassroots members will have real
opportunities to achieve success this
year, as well as challenges we will
need to tackle to help safeguard our
members’ ability to operate their
farms and ranches,” said AFBF
President Bob Stallman.
Aggressively working to secure
See ‘Strategic Action Plan’ page 10

“Wyoming Agricultural Literacy
Week” is Feb. 11-16
By Kerin Clark
Recognizing the importance of
the Wyoming agriculture industry and educating school children
through reading, the week of February 11th has been designated by
Wyoming Governor Matt Mead as
“Wyoming Agricultural Literacy
Week.”
Educating Wyoming school children about agriculture is the goal of
the Wyoming Farm Bureau Young

Farmer and Rancher Committee
“Ag Books for Kids” project. 2013
marks the ninth year of the project.
The Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation (WyFB) Young Farmer &
Rancher (YF&R) Committee organizes the project and the county
Farm Bureaus across the state donate agriculture books each year
to the elementary school libraries
across Wyoming.

See ‘Literacy Week’ page 7
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Innovation is anything but business as usual
By Bob Stallman, American Farm
yields and reduce chemical use.
Bureau Federation President
American agriculture has emAlbert Einstein once said, “If you ployed science and technology to
always do what you always did, you dramatically increase production
will always get what you
and choice while lowalways got.” I’ve tried
ering prices, but these
to adhere to this mantra
changes have also altered
throughout my life by emthe experience of farmers
bracing risk and thinking
and the public in unexoutside of the box.
pected ways.
American agriculture,
No longer are we just
too, follows this phiproducing food for our
losophy pretty darn well.
families; each farmer now
Through innovation and
feeds 155 people. We are
thinking big, U.S. farmers Bob Stallman
using innovative methand ranchers have transods to meet the future
formed agriculture from mule and global demand of feeding 9 billion
plow operations into one of the most people and we are finding breaktech-savvy and society-changing in- throughs in cancer research and
dustries in the modern world.
eradicating other diseases through
Fail Big
the groundbreaking uses of food we
There’s a popular theory that goes produce.
something like this: Failure is not an
Entrepreneurial Spirit
option--it’s a requirement. Fear of
Recognizing U.S. agriculture’s
failing dooms us to repeat what oth- role in the business sector, the
ers have done, therefore never find- Smithsonian’s National Museum
ing innovation and change. So, if we of American History is partnering
are going to think big, we will cer- with farmers, ranchers and Ameritainly at some point fail big. But it’s can agri-business to build a collecthese failures that in the end make tion that reflects modern agriculus better than what we were.
tural practices. The initiative, called
Without a doubt, modern agri- “American Enterprise,” will be unculture has had its ups and downs veiled in spring 2015 and will celegetting to where it is today. In other brate precision farming, traceability,
words, it’s failed big on an occasion environmental practices, irrigation,
or two. But because of that, modern biotechnology and hybrid seeds.
agriculture is at the forefront in techAgriculture has played a vital role
nology, leading to greater efficiency in the development of America’s
and safety. Recently, at AFBF’s business sector, from innovation and
annual meeting, former astronaut enterprise to the entrepreneurial spirMark Kelly talked about the various it that has always been a major focus
satellites NASA uses. As he spoke, of America’s farms and ranches.
I couldn’t help but think to myself
Not only is Farm Bureau partnerthat farmers also use satellites and ing with the Smithsonian on this
other precision agriculture technolo- exciting venture, the first donation
gies in their line of work to increase to the exhibit came from Tennes-

Calendar of Events

see Farm Bureau member and dairy
farmer Pat Campbell. Campbell
gave the museum a selection of photographs, a computer cow tag and
a reader unit to show the change in
dairying from a hand-labor intensive
process to a modern computer-run
operation. The donation will also
include his personal recollections
about how changing technology has
altered his work life and has led to
greater efficiency and safety.

The Smithsonian exhibit will
showcase to the public what farmers
and ranchers have known for a long
time: innovation and technology
makes agriculture a leading business opportunity; we are an industry
where failing big isn’t bad (at least
once in awhile) and our modern
farming practices are changing the
world in which we live. All in all,
innovation on the farm is anything
but business as usual.

The power of working together
By Ken Hamilton, Wyoming Farm
In 2011, many state Farm BuBureau Federation Executive Vice
reaus were contacted by the PresiPresident
dent of the Maryland
One of the benefits we
Farm Bureau about an efin organizations always
fort by a factory fundraistell potential members or
ing environmental group.
current members about is
The environmental group
the power that we have
was suing a young couby joining together to
ple who were running a
work on problems. We’ve
poultry operation. In the
all heard the sayings like
eyes of the environmen“We must all hang total group, this couple was
gether, or assuredly we
guilty, because they sold
Ken Hamilton
shall all hang separately.”
their birds to Perdue.
Simple logic dictates that folks who
The environmental group attemptwork together will be able to accom- ed to get the Maryland Department
plish more than trying to do it alone, of Environment to prosecute the
but still we sometimes like to avoid couple for violation of their water
the issues of coming together.
See ‘Working together’ page 3

Wyoming Farm Bureau President
re-elected to national board
Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation President
Perry Livingston, Sundance, was re-elected Jan.
15 to serve a two-year term on the American Farm
Bureau Federation Board of Directors. The election
occurred during the 94th annual American Farm
Bureau convention in Nashville, Tenn. Livingston
was first elected to the national board in 2009.
“Serving on the board gives me the ability to
speak to the issues that affect us here in Wyoming
See ‘WyFB President re-elected to national board’ page 12 Perry Livingston
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AFBF delegates set policy for coming year
NASHVILLE, Tenn., January
15, 2013—Voting delegates to the
American Farm Bureau Federation’s
94th annual meeting expressed support for a bipartisan, reform-minded
farm bill, crafted around a broad,
flexible, crop-insurance-based program, including risk-management
protection for peanuts, rice, forage
and specialty crops.
“After ending a long year of policy uncertainty culminating with an
extension of the old bill, we will
push hard, in cooperation with our
congressional and administration
allies, for a five-year farm bill that
provides our farmers certainty and
extends much-needed risk management tools across more acres and
more crops,” said AFBF President
Bob Stallman, a rice and cattle producer from Texas.
Delegates said AFBF would
not only support a farm bill with a
strong safety net and risk management programs to protect farmers
from catastrophes, but they also
would work for programs that provide emergency assistance for livestock and tree producers not covered
by federal crop insurance programs.
Delegates reaffirmed policy supporting changes to the dairy safety
net, consistent with the margin insurance programs included in versions of the farm bill approved by
the House and Senate Ag Committees.
On another dairy issue, delegates
approved a new policy that states
only pasteurized milk and milk

products should be sold for human
consumption. Delegates approved
the measure in light of the potential
risks to public health and food safety
posed by consumption of raw milk.
On national fiscal policy, delegates reaffirmed the importance of
a sound budget process with a priority on spending restraints rather than
tax increases.
Additionally, AFBF delegates
passed policy calling for federal
budget deficits to be addressed.
“The policy asks that spending restraint be prioritized over increasing
taxes,” Jim Hefenieder, Wyoming
Farm Bureau (WyFB) vice president
said. “It is becoming increasingly
clear that unless the federal government gets its fiscal house in order,
little else matters.”
Delegates also voted for a change
to the tax code regarding conservation easements. “Policy asking for
a change to federal tax code to allow the tax benefits of a conservation easement to be available for
easements with a limited time was
passed,” Hefenieder continued.
“Certainly, a conservation easement
would be much more desirable if
its lifetime could be something less
then perpetuity.”
Delegates also voted to support
streamlining or replacement of the
H-2A seasonal and temporary agricultural worker program in addition
to allowing experienced, undocumented agricultural workers to adjust to legal status.
“Only comprehensive immigra-

Working together
From page 2

permit. The Department declined after an investigation
showed the allegations did
not occur. This still did not
satisfy the group which then
sought to expand the suit to
include the purchaser of the
bird as a guilty party under
the concept of a co-permit.
The legal costs were estimated to be upwards of
$100,000; an amount that
would put the family operation out of business. However, because of efforts nationwide through Farm Bureau
many states sent money to
the Maryland Farm Bureau’s
legal fund to help the couple.
Wyoming Farm Bureau was
among the states supporting
the legal fund and recently
we learned the court rejected

the environmental group’s
suit and found in favor of the
young couple.
Given the ease with which
environmental groups can
raise money I don’t expect
this type of legal action on
their part to stop. When I hear
them profess to be for the
family farmer their statements
ring hollow indeed when you
see them suing young farm
couples because they don’t
like the company to whom
they sell their product.
This case shows that
when we in agriculture all
pull together we can help
defeat those anti-agriculture
groups who seek to use environmental laws to bankrupt
operations through lawsuits
using false allegations.

Voting delegates at the American Farm Bureau Federation 94th annual meeting worked on resolutions brought forward from the state
Farm Bureaus. Representing Wyoming Farm Bureau are Jim Hefenieder (3rd from left), WyFB Vice President and Washakie County
farmer and Perry Livingston (4th from left), WyFB President and
Crook County rancher. AFBF photo.
tion reform through legislation can
solve the agricultural worker problem,” Stallman said.
Recognizing the important role
played by agricultural biotechnology and rapid developments in the
industry, delegates expressed continued support of a private-sector,
industry accord to govern how biotech traits are managed when patents
expire. They also reiterated support
for the continued implementation of
an industry solution that promotes
investment and marketability of new

WYOMING
WYOMING
FARM
FARM BUREAU
BUREAU

technologies.
On regulatory policy, delegates
said that “all federal agencies shall
be held to the strictest interpretation
of law when setting regulations” and
“no federal agency shall be allowed
to legislate through their regulatory power.” They also said that “no
regulatory action should be taken
against landowners based on satellite or aerial imagery.”
“A serious threat to our agricultural operations is government agencies
See ‘AFBF delegates set policy’ page 6
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Young Farmer and Rancher News
American Farm Bureau Federation Young
Farmer & Rancher Discussion Meet
Niobrara County rancher Heather
Hamilton represented the Wyoming
Farm Bureau in the 2013 American
Farm Bureau Federation (AFBF)
Young Farmer & Rancher Discussion Meet. The competition was
held at the AFBF Annual Meeting
in Nashville Jan. 13. Thirty-eight
contestants competed in the 2013
competition. The competition is
designed to simulate a committee
meeting where discussion and active
participation are expected from each
committee member.
In this photo, Hamilton receives
her state winner plaque from AFBF
and YF&R contest sponsors. From
left to right: Zach Hetterick, Case
IH; Hamilton; Zach Hunnicutt, newly elected AFBF YF&R chair from
Nebraska; and Mark Gilbert, GM.
Kerin Clark photo.

Your Future, Our Legacy. Celebrating 10 Years of YF&R Success.
Celebrating 10 years of the Young
Farmer & Rancher program in the Wyoming Farm Bureau was part of the theme
of this year’s YF&R conference. Many
past committee members attended a celebration dinner reunion at the conference.
The program started in June 2002 with
six founding committee members; five
of those attended this year’s conference.
Thanks to all the past and present young
farmers and ranchers who have been involved in Farm Bureau and service to the
agriculture industry! They have all played
an instrumental role in the success of the
WyFB Young Farmer & Rancher program!

Pictured above, front row (l to r): Jedd Lester, Uinta County; Jackie
Benton, Johnson County; Kristi Ellis, Uinta County; Darla Rhodes, Hot
Springs County; Laura Fornstrom, Laramie County; and Denise Baars,
Niobrara County. Back row (l to r): Justin Ellis, Uinta County; Jason
Baldwin, Goshen County; Ryan Fieldgrove, Johnson County; Todd
Fornstrom, Laramie County; and Kevin Baars, Niobrara County. Heather
Hamilton photo.
Wyoming Farm Bureau Lobbyist Brett Moline speaks to a group of young
farmers and ranchers during the WyFB YF&R Conference in Cheyenne.
Shown here are: Moline and Kyle and Stacy Berger, of Albany County.
Conference participants were able to converge on the capitol on Jan. 17.
As part of the YF&R Conference, the young producers met with Wyoming
Governor Matt Mead, toured the Capitol, heard from WyFB lobbyists and
observed a Senate Agriculture Committee Meeting. Kerin Clark photo.
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Summary of APHIS Traceability Rules
By Dr. Jim Logan, Wyoming State
Veterinarian
Editor’s Note: This article is reprinted with permission from the
Wyoming Livestock Board’s January newsletter. Dr. Logan will be
speaking to Farm Bureau members
on this topic Feb. 19 at the WyFB
Legislative Meeting in Cheyenne.
I have finally been able to read
all the way through the traceability
rule, all 145 pages. Basically the
meat of the actual rule is on pages
125 through 145 and it looks to me
as though the rule is fairly industry
friendly.
To put it in a nutshell, the categories of cattle that will be required to
have official ID before moving interstate are:
1) all sexually intact cattle and bison 18 months of age and older.
2) all female dairy cattle regardless of age and all dairy males born
after the rule takes effect.
3) all cattle/bison used for rodeo/
recreational events.

4) all cattle/bison used for shows/
exhibitions.
Steers and spayed heifers and
sexually intact cattle/bison less than
18 months of age are exempt from
the federal rule.
At some point in the future APHIS
will address cattle/bison less than 18
months of age and neutered animals
in separate rule making.
States may have import requirements that differ from the federal
rule, so we will still have to comply
with whatever state requirements
exist for states of destination.
Official individual identification
of animals required to be ID’d must
be recorded on the veterinary health
inspection certificate unless the state
of destination is willing to accept a
state generated form on which the
producer and/or veterinarian records
the ID of animals shipped. I am in
the process of drafting a form that
we can use as an “official record of
ID” for exported livestock.
Wyoming is in good shape for ID

compliance since we already have
our green WYOMING tag which
has been designated as “official ID”
by Neil Hammerschmidt, the traceability program head for APHIS.
Also, our new orange Brucellosis
RFID Vaccination tags, traditional
orange metal vaccination tags, silver “brite” APHIS tags, and other
840 (USA country code) tags are all
acceptable individual identification
for interstate movement.
In addition, the system that we
already use to distribute our tags
to producers and veterinarians and
record that information in our database at the WLSB office will enable us to be in compliance with the
rules. Veterinarians must be very
cognizant of the requirement for
them to keep record of all official
tags that they apply to livestock or
distribute to producers and make
sure that information is forwarded
to the WLSB and APHIS offices.
I have replies back from nearly
every state regarding their accep-

YF&R conference covered a variety of topics
By Kerin Clark
Young farmers and ranchers
attending the 2013 Wyoming
Farm Bureau Federation Young
Farmer & Rancher (YF&R) Conference heard from a variety of
speakers and enjoyed networking
with one another. The conference
was Jan. 17-19 in Cheyenne.
During the pre-conference on
Jan. 17, participants met with
Governor Matt Mead, toured the
capitol, were briefed by Farm
Bureau lobbyists, introduced in
the House of Representatives and
sat in on the Senate Agriculture
Committee meeting.
On Friday and Saturday, a variety of speakers touched on everything from legislative updates
to managing your business to
learning about your camera.
American Farm Bureau Federation Lobbyist Paul Schlegel
provided a federal legislative
update. Schlegel also presented
a look at federal regulations. In
his presentation, Schlegel talked
about how regulations happen
and why farmers and ranchers should be involved. He used
the child labor regulations that
were averted last year as an example of what can happen when
people get involved with the
regulatory process. Farmers and
ranchers across the nation spoke
out against the regulation before
it was withdrawn by the Obama

Administration.
Dallas Mount, University of
Wyoming Extension Educator,
led an interactive workshop that
asked the question: On your operation do you “WITB” or do you
“WOTB?” Mount led the group
through exercises that surfaced
every day concerns of agriculture
operations. He challenged the
group to remember the difference
of “WITB” and “WOTB.” While
it is necessary to “Work In The
Business” (WITB) with the daily
activities needed to keep the operation going; it is also necessary to “Work On The Business”
(WOTB) if you want to take your
farm or ranch to the next level.
WOTB items include succession
planning, open communications
about the future and other family discussions that need to take
place to continue the operation.
An agriculture lending panel
offered input on what young
producers need to do to get their
financial house in order. Programs available to young farmers and ranchers were discussed.
The lenders all emphasized that
it is very important to build a
relationship with your lender.
Thank you to the panelists: Dixie
Mount, Farm Service Agency;
Keith Geis, Platte Valley Bank,
Wheatland; Ryan Fieldgrove,
First Northern Bank, Buffalo;
Russ Noel, Wyoming Office of

State Lands and Investments; and
Garrett Horton, Farm Credit Services of America.
Wyoming Game and Fish Department Director Scott Talbott
spoke at the Friday lunch. He addressed wolves, grizzly bears and
funding for the department. Director Talbott also fielded questions from the audience regarding wildlife management.
Ken Hamilton, executive vice
president of the Wyoming Farm
Bureau, provided a legislative
update on current issues impacting the agriculture industry. Hamilton also showed the group how
lobbyists monitor bills during the
legislative session and how folks
can do the same from home using
the legislative website.
Succession planning was the
focus of Attorney Ryan McGuffey’s presentation. McGuffey,
is an attorney for Long, Reimer,
Winegar, LLP. He talked about
everything from simple wills to
gifting yearly amounts to family
members to help in the succession planning process.
After a day of serious discussions, participants had some
fun learning about their camera
and taking better pictures from
Heather Hamilton, WyFB YF&R
vice chair.
Friday’s dinner was a time to
celebrate. Former YF&R ComSee ‘YF&R conference’ page 11

tance of brands as official ID (I
began asking for this information
nearly a year ago), and aside from
the use of brands for commuter herd
movement there is very little interest in allowing the brand as the only
official identification. I will continue to pursue this, but I don’t expect
different answers.
We will need to identify ways
to help our market veterinarians to
maintain the speed of commerce
now that official ID will have to be
recorded on health certificates. The
use of RFID would help in this effort, but we know that is going to
take time and that many animals
will continue to be identified with
visual read tags. This requirement
(to record ID on OCVIs) will be a
big challenge for veterinarians and
producers alike.
We will schedule a meeting in the
near future with the Wyoming traceability working group to discuss the
rule and establish recommendations
to the WLSB for a Wyoming system.

WyFB Weekly
Legislative Shows
Radio
and
Video
Join us every Friday during the
legislative session as we bring
you weekly legislative updates
via radio on Northern Ag Network
and via video on our website.
To view or listen to the shows,
visit www.wyfb.org.
For radio, click on the
“News Center” tab.
For video, click on the
video box on the right column.

The Wyoming Farm
Bureau Federation
is your
“Voice for Agriculture!”
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Wyoming Farm Bureau
Federation
2013 Legislative Meeting
AGENDA
(Agenda updates available at wyfb.org)

February 18 - 19, 2013
Plains Hotel, Cheyenne, Wyoming
Monday, February 18
8:00 a.m. WyFB Board of Director’s Meeting
11:00 a.m. Registration
Noon
Luncheon
Sponsored by Mountain West Farm Bureau Insurance
Pledge of Allegiance and Invocation
Heather Hamilton, WyFB YF&R Vice-Chair
If their schedules permit, Senator Geis, Senate Agriculture Committee Chair and Representative Semlek, House Agriculture Committee
Chair, will address the members during the noon luncheon.
1:30 p.m. Speaker—United States Senator Mike Enzi
2:00 p.m. Speaker – Keith Kennedy – Custom Ag Solutions
“Discover Your Personal Ag Risk Profile”
Governor Mead and Senator Barrasso have been invited.
WyFB will work them in as we hear of their availability.
3:00 p.m. President’s Comments: Perry Livingston, WyFB President
3:10 p.m. Legislative Issues - Ken Hamilton & Brett Moline, WyFB
Lobbying Team
4:00 p.m. Membership Awards - Tim Pexton, WyFB State Membership Chair
4:15 p.m. Sheep and Sugar Committee
6:30 p.m. Legislative Banquet - Cash Bar opens at 6:00 p.m.
Tuesday, February 19
8:00 a.m. Speaker - Dr. Jim Logan - Wyoming State Veterinarian
“Final USDA Animal Disease Traceability Rule
- How it Affects Wyoming’s Meat Animal Producers”
9:00 a.m. CDL Panel - Wyoming Department of Transportation
“Federal Motor Carrier Regulations - What Agriculture Producers
Need to Know About Ag Transportation”
10:00 a.m. Break
10:15 a.m. Speaker - Heather Hamilton - WyFB YF&R Committee
Vice Chair
“Getting Agriculture’s Story to the Public without Using the Internet”
10:45 a.m. Speaker – Representative from the Wyoming Association
of Sheriffs and Chiefs of Police
“Working with your Local Law Enforcement on Ag Livestock Theft”

AFBF delegates set policy
From page 3

instituting new regulations,” Hefenieder said.
“AFBF delegates asked for restrictions on regulating agencies,”
He continued. “When you consider
the number of federal, state and
local agencies that claim to have
regulatory authority over our family
farms and ranches, it is unrealistic
to think that our people can keep up
with everyone’s expectations.”
Delegates expressed concern
about the advantage that Internet
retail sellers have over local merchants when it comes to charging
sales tax. They noted that in addition to lost revenues that affect rural
communities’ budgets, the resources those communities have for economic development activities also
are reduced.
According to Hefenieder, there
was a lot of discussion on this topic
during the AFBF voting delegate
session. “In November, WyFB delegates rejected the idea of taxing internet sales. Perry and I voted no in
Nashville,” Hefenieder explained.
“However, it was interesting that
the resolution didn’t pass until it
was amended to include only consumer goods.”
“States and local governments
have been working for many years
to come up with a plan to tax internet sales,” He continued. “The fact
it has yet to be done is an indication
of how difficult the task really is.
There are many different sales taxing jurisdictions across this nation
and finding a way to get the correct
amount collected and ultimately
distributed to the right jurisdiction
is a huge task.”
Delegates voted to support greater flexibility within the National
School Lunch and Breakfast Programs. Specifically, they voted to
oppose mandatory limits on calories
and serving sizes for lean meats,
protein-rich foods and dairy products, believing that local school districts are best able to determine how

to meet the nutritional needs of their
students.
Delegates voted to make changes
to the Federal Land Policy Management Act (FLPMA) dealing with
National Grassland permittees.
“This resolution was brought by
the Wyoming Farm Bureau to allow
National Grassland permittees the
same due process protection that
is enjoyed by Forest Service and
Bureau of Land Management permittees,” Perry Livingston, WyFB
president, said. “Under current law,
grassland permittees are treated differently. It is our intention with this
resolution that some changes can be
made to put them on the same footing as other federal permittees.”
In other western issues, policy
to support the use of our nation’s
abundance supply of coal to achieve
energy independence was reinstated. “The Policy Review Committee had stricken this policy with
the thought that it was covered in
another area of the policy book,”
Livingston explained. “I didn’t feel
that it was covered like it should be
and was able to encourage the delegates to reinstate the language into
the AFBF policy book.”
“Coal is a large part of Wyoming
and the West,” He continued. “The
coal industry is a large tax base in
Wyoming and with our electricity
needs, we need to support coal production.”
At the AFBF Annual Meeting,
362 voting delegates, representing
every crop and livestock sector in
the 50 states and Puerto Rico, deliberated on policies affecting farmers’ and ranchers’ productivity and
profitability. The policies approved
at the annual meeting will guide the
nation’s largest general farm organization in its legislative and regulatory efforts throughout 2013.
Farm Bureau members will gather for the 95th AFBF Annual Meeting, Jan. 12-15, 2014, in San Antonio, Texas.

Visit us on Facebook!
Go to www.wyfb.org and click the Facebook links on
the left side of the page to visit the Facebook pages for
Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation and for Wyoming
Farm Bureau Young Farmers and Ranchers.

11:45 a.m. Luncheon
Speaker – United States Representative Cynthia Lummis
*Meeting Adjourned**
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YF&R Conference provides networking opportunities
In addition to informative and
educational speakers, participants
in the YF&R Conference also take
time for networking with other
young farmers and ranchers from
across the state. Shown here from
left to right: Amanda Johnson,
Albany County; Kailey Barlow,
Sublette County; Kolter Schuebel,
Park County; Cindy Shumway,
Park County; Lacy Winninger,
Park County; and Nate Winninger,
Park County. Kerin Clark photo.

Literacy Week

From page 1

During the proclamation signing and meeting with the Wyoming Farm Bureau Young Farmer
& Rancher Committee and YF&R
Conference participants on Jan.
17, the Governor emphasized the
importance of educating about agriculture through literacy. “One of
the great things about our country is
because of agriculture most of us go
to bed with full bellies,” Governor
Mead said. “The problem is so many
people don’t understand where our
food comes from and the political
decisions that are made in a vacuum
hurt agriculture. The sustainability
of agriculture is a big deal to me.”
“We struggle now with how we

fuel ourselves and the foreign policy
that goes along with that,” Governor Mead continued. “It is one thing
to not be able to fuel ourselves, but
it is a completely bigger deal to not
be able to feed ourselves.”
The Governor emphasized the
importance of agriculture and the
fact that most people don’t take a
long term view of agriculture. “If
we lose out on agriculture, once agriculture land is gone it is hard to get
back,” He said. “I think that is one
of the great features of having agriculture literacy and especially in the
classrooms so kids understand they
don’t have to be in agriculture, but
they have to have an understanding

Wyoming Governor Matt Mead has proclaimed the week of February
11th as “Wyoming Agricultural Literacy Week.” The proclamation is a part
of the Wyoming Farm Bureau Young Farmer & Rancher Committee “Ag
Books for Kids” program. The proclamation recognizes the importance
of agriculture and educating school children through reading accurate
books about agriculture. WyFB YF&R Committee members and YF&R
Conference participants participated in the signing ceremony on Jan. 17.
Shown here are WyFB YF&R Committee Members Kim Barker, Uinta County; Heather Hamilton, Niobrara County; Holly Kennedy, Albany
County; Kailey Barlow, Sublette County; Kolter Schuebel, Park County;
and Kerin Clark, WyFB. Seated: Wyoming Governor Matt Mead. Renny
MacKay photo; courtesy of Governor’s Office.

of what agriculture means to them
whatever they end up doing in life.”
The “Wyoming Agriculture Literacy Week” proclamation reads:
“Educating through literature is a top
priority for school children; where
reading is a fundamental standard in
the education system.”
The proclamation continues:
“Many aspects of our daily lives, including the food we eat, clothes we
wear, and medicine we depend on,
are all intertwined and made possible because of agriculture. Wyoming agriculture also provides open
spaces, scenic vistas and fresh air.
Not only do Wyoming’s farmers and
ranchers provide us with the food
we eat, but they are also the first environmental stewards, maintaining
and improving the soil and natural
resources to pass on to future generations.”
“The wonderful and unique thing
about the WyFB YF&R “Ag Books
for Kids” project is that it allows us,
as producers, to meet with elementary students face-to-face, and educate them about our industry while
also promoting the importance of
literacy in their lives,” said Heather
Hamilton, WyFB YF&R State Vice
Chair. “Governor Mead’s strong
and continued support of our project speaks volumes, and showcases
his understanding of the value of the
agriculture industry, and his belief in
the necessity of passing that understanding on to future generations.”
Three contests are offered for
Wyoming students to encourage use

“

“We struggle now with how
we fuel ourselves and the foreign policy that goes along with
that issue. It is one thing to not
be able to fuel ourselves, but it
is a completely bigger deal to
not be able to feed ourselves.
I think that is one of the great
features of having agriculture
literacy and especially in the
classrooms so kids understand
they don’t have to be in agriculture, but they have to have
an understanding of what agriculture means to them whatever they end up doing in life.”—
Wyoming Governor Matt Mead
of the book and provide application
opportunities for what is learned
from reading the book. The 2013
contests are: Coloring Contest for
kindergarten and first graders; Poster Contest for second and third graders; and a Creative Writing Contest
for fourth and fifth graders.
Wyoming students and teachers
are encouraged to visit their school’s
elementary library to check out the
2013 book “Star Becomes a Mother” by Rianna and Sheridan Chaney.
Next, visit www.wyfb.org and click
on the education tab for contest rules
and details. For questions, kclark@
wyfb.org or 307.532.2002. The
county contest deadline is April 10,
2013.

Have you visited our website lately?

Have you visited our website lately?

We invite you to take a look:

www.wyfb.org
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Wyoming Classifieds
NOTICE
CLASSIFIED POLICY:
1) Wyoming Farm Bureau members
are entitled to free classified advertising in
this publication for the purpose of selling
items they grow or make themselves, selling used machinery or household items,
for posting wanted advertising. Real estate
sales not included. Each member family is
entitled to two (2) free ads per month, for
3 months, of up to 40 words each. Member ads will be accepted by mail at PO
Box 685, Torrington, WY 82240, fax to
307.532.2479 or e-mail to kclark@wyfb.
org. Please include member’s name and
county.
2) Non-Wyoming Farm Bureau members and WyFB members acting as agents
or dealers of products produced outside
the member’s family may purchase commercial classified advertising at $0.50 per
word, at a minimum of $5.00 per ad. Discounts: 5% for 4 to 9 insertions, 10% for 10
or more insertions. Commercial ads must
be submitted in writing, and an agreement
regarding payment must be made between
Farm Bureau and the advertiser.
DEADLINE:
Ads should be received by the 3rd
Thursday of the month in order to appear
in the next month’s issue. Advertisers are
asked to check your ad and report any errors. Contact: Email kclark@wyfb.org
or call 307.532.2002. Paid ads must be
mailed, typed or neatly printed, together
with any payment due, to Wyoming Ag-

WYOMING
LIVESTOCK

riculture, Farm Bureau, P.O. Box 685,
Torrington, WY 82240. Free ads must be
resubmitted by mail or e-mail after running
three months. Ads for which there is payment due will run according to agreement
between Wyoming Farm Bureau and the
advertiser. Advance payment is preferred
for first-time advertisers.
NOTE:
The appearance of any ad in Wyoming
Agriculture does not constitute an endorsement or approval of the product or service
offered. The advertiser is liable for content of the advertisement and any claims
arising therefrom against this publication.
The Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation
reserves the right to refuse any advertising
not considered in keeping with its publication’s standards.

LIVESTOCK
STOLL 23RD ANNUAL 2-YEAROLD LIMOUSIN BULL SALE. Ranch
raised-not-pampered. Tested and ready. Riverton Livestock Auction, March 5, 2013
at 12:30 p.m. For more information or a
catalog, call 307.856.4268.
32” AMHR APP MARE WITH
BLUE ROAN FILLY $1000; AMHR/
AMHA gelding been driven $800. 6x6x9
chain link dog pen $100 307.752.3141.

EQUIPMENT
1998 FORD E-250 LARGE CAPACITY WORK VAN WITH CONSTRUCTION tools needed for remodeling and

ROUNDUP

Wyoming's only weekly publication devoted to
agriculture, the Wyoming Livestock Roundup
reaches the majority of the state's agricultural
producers. We have subscribers from Jackson to
Pine Bluffs and from Hulett to Evanston.
Every major livestock auction and implement dealer
in the state regularly advertises in the Roundup.
Advertising rates and subscriptions can be
obtained by calling 800-967-1647 or 307-234-2700.

building business. Air compressor, hose,
extension cords on reels, phnumatic nailers, table, miter, cordless saws, drills, airless paint sprayer, texturing machine, levels, squares, lights, ladders, metal brake,
hand tools, rotary hammer, and other. Call
307.352.3736.
2010 JOHN DEERE 510E LIMITED, 140 hrs, 101 hp, MFWD Drive, 563
self leveling loader, power reverse, 2 remotes $46,000. 307.358.9226.
1966 FORD BRONCO $5500; 3 axle
26’ flatbed, bumper pull, needs deck $1000;
8x18 BUMPER PULL FLATBED
$1200; 12x30x9 ½ ‘ QUONSET BUILDING, on pallets $3500; 307.751.2955.

W YOMING
F ARM B UREAU

MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE: AKC GERMAN
SHORTHAIR POINTER PUPPIES.
$500 for Males, $550 for Females. Current on shots, dew claws removed. Contact
Mike @ 307.682.4049 or mskadsem@
bresnan.net
BRANDS FOR SALE. One
is a “quarter circle” RNC for
$300. One is two letters, F, lazy
B, for LHC and LHH. $500. Call
307.864.2293 or 307.921.1072.
WYOMING SENIOR CITIZENS INCORPORATED, a private, nonprofit
organization.—Answers on: Medicare
Parts A, B and C; Medicare drug plans;
Paying for drugs; Medicare supplements;
other health plans, e.g. Tri-Care, RR; oneon-one counseling. All services FREE.
1.800.856.4398.

New Members
ALBANY COUNTY

Patrick Brumfield, Laramie; Stephen
Herbert, Laramie

BIG HORN COUNTY

John Armstrong, Lovell; Gary Jolley,
Lovell; Joseph Sylvester, Greybull

CAMPBELL COUNTY

Jerrod Kelley, Gillette; Stephanie
Barnett, Gillette; Jason Hogan, Gillette;
Casey Benner, Gillette; Alan Morasch,
Recluse; Charles Davis, Weston

CONVERSE COUNTY

Jennifer
Eller,
Glendo;
Kenneth
Jamerman, Douglas; Anthony Tolstedt,
Douglas; Joe Bright, Douglas; Arlene
Braun, Douglas; Judy Wallis, Douglas;
Kirby Kudlak, Douglas

Kemmerer; Sheri Keehn, Grover; Bret
Graves, Star Valley Ran; Norman Bruce,
Moorcroft; Len Merritt, Auburn; Michael
Whitmore, Kemmerer; Seth Boyer,
Cokeville; Emily Easton, Kemmerer;
John Mackinen, Kemmerer; Paul
Stewart, Kemmerer; Joseph Nicotera,
Diamondville; Lynn Call, Afton; Manual
Cruz, Kemmerer; Gregory Gilbert,
Kemmerer; Robert Thomas, Afton;
Chase Maddock, Thermopolis

NATRONA COUNTY

Jeffrey Gillett, Lander; Susan Harbour,
Casper; Shirley Bower, Casper; W.N.
Barnard, Casper; Dean Kelly, Casper;
Howard Pilcher, Casper

PLATTE COUNTY

CROOK COUNTY

Bill K e r na n, Whe a t la nd; Ja me s
O’connor, Wheatland

FREMONT COUNTY

Matt Jolovich, Sheridan; Barbara
George, Sheridan; Shane Gordon,
Sheridan; Maestri Ranch Llc, Sheridan;
Brandith Braden, Sheridan

Misty Dysart, Upton; Kelly Huseby,
Hulett; Brad Locke, Douglas; Gordon
Schaffer, Broadus
Travis Smith, Riverton; William Kelly,
Riverton; Stephan Bunn, Riverton

HOT SPRINGS COUNTY

SHERIDAN COUNTY

SUBLETTE COUNTY

Doug Betts, Thermopolis

Ronald Ball, Big Piney; Brent Commerer,
Big Piney

Charlie Cunningham, Casper; Karen
Boggs, Buffalo; Robert Vore, Beluah;
Ryan Ferrell, Buffalo; Ed Garro, Buffalo

Sylvester Walker, Rock Springs;
Michael Poulos, Rock Springs

JOHNSON COUNTY

LARAMIE COUNTY

Eddie Marron, Cheyenne; Kevin
Bartlett, Burns; Laura Kietell, Carpenter;
Jerry Conley, Cheyenne; Dale Eustace,
Cheyenne; Elizabeth Cook, Cheyenne;
Steven Huebner, Cheyenne; Nancy
Fraley, Cheyenne; Raymond Gamel,
Pine Bluffs; Jody Hayes Siltzer,
Cheyenne; Joel Gonzales, Cheyenne;
Vicki Johnson, Cheyenne; Michael
Vasey, Cheyenne; Keith Reynolds,
Buffalo; George Nuhn, Cheyenne;
Michael Thyfault, Cheyenne; Stephen
Underwood,
Cheyenne;
Dewayne
Owens, Cheyenne; Michael Rucker,
Burns; Robert Oswald, Cheyenne;
Dale Price, Cheyenne; Donny Puckett,
C h eyen n e; Jo n ath an M ur phy,
Cheyenne; Tracy Ringolsby, Cheyenne;
James Young, Burns; Alisha Reese,
Cheyenne

LINCOLN COUNTY

Truman Jackson, Kemmerer; Kimberly
Hunter, Kemmerer; Robert Harmon,
Casper; Kerry Singleton, Star Valley;
Shawn Smith, Kemmerer; Bart Julander,

SWEETWATER COUNTY
TETON COUNTY

Dori Welsh, Pinedale; Melinda Herrick,
Jackson; Linda Casham-Swim,
Jackson; Bonnie Trefren, Jackson;
Steven Lage, Jackson; Stefanie
Cowan, Wy; James Markowitz, Wilson;
Jia Knopp, Jackson; Richard Wielch,
Jackson; Ambika Marshall, Jackson;
Jim Lucas, Jackson; Alan Horwitz,
Jackson; James Rose, Jackson; Alfred
Fuchs, Teton Village; Bruce Stratton,
Dubois; Karen Humunik, Alpine; Janet
Palermo, Jackson

UINTA COUNTY

Glen Hallows, Evanston; Shirley Roberts,
Lyman; Ralph Mair, Mountain View; Ken
Bond, Mt View; Brett Lasorella, Evanston;
Austin Bluemel, Lyman; Kenneth Todd
Beckstead, Lyman; Ron Wild, Evanston;
Seyed Yadegari, Evanston; Machelle
Gossett, Mt View; Chad Cornia, Evanston;
Steve Deru, Evanston; Jay Thomas,
Lyman; Charles Elmer, Evanston; Chris
Elsen, Evanston; Jeremy Mackey,
Evanston; Elden Covington, Robertson;

See ‘New Members’ page 9
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The General Economy: It Is Just An Index – Until It Affects Me...
By Bob Young, AFBF Chief Economist
Editor’s Note: Reprinted with permission
from the AFBF December 2012 Crop Market
Outlook Report. These monthly reports are
available at www.wyfb.org, click on the “Market
Updates” link on the right column.
As we work through ever more debate on the
fiscal cliff, one savings option that is getting
more and more attention is the idea of changing
the way the government measures inflation when
calculating how everything from cost-of-living
adjustments (COLA) to Social Security benefits
to how tax brackets might move in the future.
The buzz word for this alternative approach is
a chain-weighted consumer price index. The jist
of this alternative approach is that it recognizes
that consumers adjust what they buy when faced
with changing prices. You go to the store and
steak prices might be high, so you drop back on
the steaks and load up on hamburger that week.
God forbid, you might even shift to pork.
Yet the current way used to calculate the CPI is
to use a fixed set of weights that don’t allow for
changes in consumer behavior in the short run.
Because of this notion of sticking with a set of
semi-fixed weights, the current system probably
overstates our measures of inflation, implying
more rapid increases in entitlement program benefits pegged to inflation, and raising the bounds
on tax brackets quicker than perhaps they should.
The bottom line is that making this change will,
over the long run, lead to a slower rate of growth
in Social Security payments and some other federal worker pension benefits as well as generating slightly higher tax revenues since the income
needed to shift to a higher tax bracket won’t go
up so fast. Over a period of ten years this change
could lower the deficit by nearly $300 billion. In
the oft-misquoted words of Evert Dirksen, ‘a billion here, a billion there, pretty soon you’re talking about real money.’

Let’s talk through an example by returning to a
steak and hot dog example. Assume you only eat
two kinds of meat, steaks and hot dogs. Say the
steak costs $10 per pound and the hot dogs run $4
per pound (they’re really good hot dogs). In January you eat 6 pounds of steak and 10 pounds of
hot dogs. Now comes February and the price of
steak jumps to $18 per pound (we are not going
to have a discussion about fat cattle prices and
packer margins). But the hot dogs drop to $2 per
pound. Because the steak price jumped, we cut
back to $4 pounds of steak but bump our hot dog
consumption to 14 pounds. That gives us a table
that looks like:

  
  

From page 8
Tennyson Draney, Mountain View; Angel
Youngman, Evanston; John Sheely, Mt
View; Joann Francis, Evanston; Bobby
Larsen, Fort Bridger; Jefferey Jones,
Robertson
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So we spend the same amount on meat, but
the mix changes noticeably. Instead of the
60/40 split we had in January, we shift to a
72/28 split in February, and boost our hot dog
consumption considerably while dropping off
on the steaks.
Looking at how the price index changes for
our meat bundle though shows the differences
between the current way we calculate the CPI
and how it would work under the chain-weighted
approach. Under the current set we start with a
fixed set of weights – say those represented by
our meat expenditures in January. In that case we
look at the changes in prices between February
and January, but weight
those changes by meat
consumption in January:
But our expenditure shares did adjust in February, so in order to account for this we need
a little different formula. This one still looks
at the same change in the
price ratios, but adjusts the
weights:

Legislative Meeting
At 9 a.m., a panel discussion will
look at “Federal Motor Carrier
Regulations—What
Agriculture
Producers Need to Know About Ag
Transportation.” The CDL panelists
will be personnel from the Wyoming
Department of Transportation.
Following a break, the next speaker
begins at 10:15 a.m. WyFB Young
Farmer & Rancher State Vice Chair
Heather Hamilton will make a presentation on “Getting Agriculture’s
Story to the Public without Using
the Internet.”
“Working with your Local Law
Enforcement on Ag Livestock
Theft” will be discussed by a representative from the Wyoming Association of Sheriffs and Chiefs of Police at
10:45 a.m.
The meeting will conclude with

 
 
$
#
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an 11:45 a.m. luncheon featuring
United States Representative Cynthia Lummis.
Governor Mead and Senator Barrasso have also been invited.
Meeting registration
Visit www.wyfb.org for on-line
meeting registration and agenda or
you may call 307.721.7723 or e-mail
dgiroux@wyfb.org to pre-register by
Feb. 11.
Hotel information
Room reservations may be made by
calling the Plains Hotel at 307.638.3311
by Feb. 11. Please make reservations
under the Wyoming Farm Bureau
Federation block code. The Plains
Hotel has a free valet parking service
and parking garage for all guests. The
Plains Hotel is located at 1600 Central
Avenue in Cheyenne.

New
WASHAKIE COUNTY

Hugh Miller, Worland; Jim Critz,
Worland; Jason Truman, Worland; David
Donley, Worland; David Hollingsworth,
Worland; Benjamin Mcmillan, Worland

So the original approach suggested meat prices
had gone up by 28 percent, but when what we
actually put in the basket was taken into account
our meat cost index only rose by 16 percent. This
is a pretty dramatic case. Imagine how these figures adjust when the entire food basket – or the
entire bundle of what you buy in a month – is
considered.
From December 2000 through the end of
2009, the chain weighted CPI grew at a rate
that averaged 0.3 percentage points slower
than the conventional CPI. Differences then
are obviously small in any given year, but
over a ten or twenty year period of time, this
does add up.
So consider someone going on Social Security
in say 2015 (no, we are not working on my retirement planning). This individual would expect
to start their Social Security benefits at $2,366
per month. By 2025 these benefits would rise to
$3,028 per month if we assumed the CPI rises
by an average of 2.5 percent. But if the chainweighted CPI was used and it grew by only
2.2 percent, then the monthly benefit would be
$2,941 in 2025. Which one of these is “right”?
Obviously if these were my benefits, I’d prefer
the $3,028 figure.
But if I’m not willing to take even an $80
difference fifteen years from now, how are
we ever going to get a handle on dealing with
our nation’s deficit and overall debt? This is
a very, very modest approach at the problem
- an approach that recognizes we do make adjustments in our purchases as prices change.
Twenty or thirty years from now do I really
want my grandchildren having to pay that
higher figure not just for me but for my kids
as well, or am I willing to make small adjustments now to help lower their burden? This
is the essence of what spending cuts are all
about.

Wyoming Teachers &
Students K-5th grades

We invite you to
participate in the 2013
WyFB YF&R program
“Ag Books for Kids.”
Step 1: Check out “Star Becomes a
Mother” by Rianna and Sheridan Chaney
from your elementary school library.
(Books donated by your county Farm Bureau)

Step 2: Visit www.wyfb.org,
click on education tab for
contest details and rules.
County contest deadline: April 10, 2013.
Questions: Contact Kerin
Clark, WyFB, at 307.532.2002
or kclark@wyfb.org.
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Strategic Action Plan
passage of legislation early in the
year that addresses both long- and
short-term agricultural labor needs
is a priority for AFBF. A recent Farm
Bureau economic analysis concluded that $5 billion to $9 billion in annual production is in jeopardy if the
employee shortage cannot be filled.

“Comprehensive immigration
reform through legislation is needed to solve the agricultural worker
problem,” Stallman said.
Passage of the Water Resources
Development Act and reform of the
harbor maintenance trust fund and
the inland waterways trust fund is

From page 1

another priority for AFBF.
“A reliable and efficient inland
water system for shipment of farm
goods is essential for U.S. agriculture to be competitive,” explained
Stallman.
Another important priority is
working to secure passage of a new

farm bill that meets core principles
important to farmers and ranchers.
This includes a farm income safety
net and crop insurance products to
provide risk management tools that
help protect farmers from catastrophes, including programs that
provide emergency assistance for
livestock and specialty crops
producers not covered by farm
programs or federal crop insurance.
The board also directed
AFBF to defend standards and
incentives necessary to further
develop the U.S. renewable
fuels industry; oppose Environmental Protection Agency
efforts to expand the scope of
navigable waters subject to
federal regulations under the
Clean Water Act; oppose expansion of federal Clean Water
Act permit requirements for
poultry and livestock farmers
and ranchers; protect farmers’
and ranchers’ tax interests in
debates on fiscal policy and tax
reform; and protect farmers’
and ranchers’ interests in development of Food and Drug
Administration food safety
regulations.
“The 2013 priorities set by
the board are built upon the
dedicated efforts of our grassroots members working together during our annual meeting and throughout the year to
achieve policy goals that will
benefit all of agriculture, as
well as the nation’s consumers
and our customers around the
world,” said Stallman.

Food CheckOut Week is
Feb. 17-23, 2013

The lifeblood of America.
They’re the humble heroes who rise before dawn and battle
the elements. They put clothes on our backs and food on
our tables. Their genuine values and tireless work ethic are
an inspiration to us all. We appreciate all that America’s
farmers do and invite you to join us in saying thanks at
www.fbfs.com/SayThanksToAFarmer.
FB02-WY (3-12)

Stretching your grocery
dollar with healthy, nutritious
food. Knowing your food budget, planning balanced meals,
making a list, and shopping at
competitively priced grocery
stores are just a few strategies
to achieve better nutrition with
less money.
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Obituaries
Lois Lee Marquardt
Lois Lee Marquardt, beloved
wife of M.E. Mark Marquardt,
passed away January 10, 2013.
Mark and all four of her children
were by her side during the days
of her passing at Ivinson Memorial
Hospital in Laramie.
Lois Lee was born in Fort Collins, Colorado, July 17, 1925. She
was the only child of Homer and
Mary LaRue. She lived in Fort Collins until she was in high school, at
which time she moved to the dairy
farm in Longmont, Colorado with
her parents. She graduated from
the University of Colorado with
a degree in social work, and was
also a member of Alpha Chi Omega Sorority; she has kept in touch
with many of those sorority sisters
through today. It was in Boulder,
Colorado, through a sorority sister
that she met Mark while he was
home on leave from the Naval Air
Corps. After that first date, she told
her sorority sister “I’m going to
marry that man”. They were married in Longmont in 1947.
Lois was a dedicated wife and
mother. Besides supporting Mark in
his career in the insurance industry,
she dedicated her time and energy
to her children, serving as a Cub
Scout and Boy Scout den mother,
a Campfire Girls leader and on the
state Camp Fire Council. She served

July 17, 1925-Jan. 10, 2013
in multiple capacities for the PTA
Bowling was an activity Lois
over the 14 years she had children in enjoyed for years. She was in a
grade school. If there were costumes weekly bowling league and was
to be created or cupcakes to be made, very proud of the 300 game she
Lois was the first to volunteer. And bowled. She also enjoyed playing
she was always there each afternoon bridge with her friends, and golfing
to greet the kids with a smile, a hug with the ladies. Mark and Lois Lee
and fresh baked cookies when they enjoyed the wonderful outdoors.
came home from school.
They spent time together fishing,
As her children grew older, Lois camping, and snowmobiling. One
expanded her interests outside the of her simple joys was the beautiful
house. She was a member of the wild flowers of Wyoming. Another
Ivinson Memorial Hospital Founda- was spending her anniversary in
tion Auxiliary and regularly volun- hunting camp each fall. And every
teered in the gift shop. She and Mark chance she got, she jumped in the
were both very active in the hospital airplane with Mark and loved to
foundation, and served as chairs of fly, whether it was to see the kids
the annual Le Grand Fluer Ball.
in Phoenix or join Mark on variLois and Mark loved to entertain, ous Farm Bureau Insurance busiwhether or not Lois knew company ness trips. Through the years, Mark
was coming. Lois was a warm and and Lois owned several single and
gracious hostess and everyone al- multi-engine aircraft which added
ways knew they were welcome in greatly to their ability to travel and
her home. Whether it was a football enjoy flying.
party for their friends, a formal busiLois always had a positive outness dinner party, or a fund raising look on life, a great attitude and
event for the National Republican an appreciation for the blessings
Party, Lois presided over the event she received. Those attributes were
with careful attention to detail and greatly challenged over the past six
had the ability to make everyone years during her battle with vascufeel comfortable in her home.
lar disease which caused her to lose
Lois was active in Beta Sigma a leg. She showed such strength and
Phi, PEO, and the United Methodist Church where she taught Sunday school when her children were
young.

Rod McQueary
July 16, 1951 – December 29, 2012
Beloved husband of Sue Wal- Wallis, whom he married in July
lis; treasured father of Porter, Ce- of 1994 in Starr Valley, Nev.; his
cile, Ian, and Justine McQueary, children, Porter, Cecile, Ian and
stepfather of Isaac Wallis, Megan Justine McQueary; his stepchilKruse, and Rys Martin; Boppa of dren, Isaac Wallis, Megan Kruse
Ezra, Cora, and Maddox Kruse; and Rys Martin; his mother, Eloson of Eloise, and brother of ise McQueary; two brothers, Lyle
Lyle and Neil McQueary; who and Neil McQueary; and three
has touched the lives of so many, grandchildren.
many family, friends, compadres,
A memorial service was held
and like-minded souls who ap- at the Western Folklife Center in
preciated his articulate wit…has Elko, Nevada on January 2nd.
followed his father Howard over Friends may contribute to the
that Last Great Divide. He was the Western Folklife Center for the
epitome of kind.
support of the Cowboy Poetry
Rodney Louis “Rod” Mc- Gathering, the center of the art
Queary, 61, of Recluse, died Sat- and the culture that Rod defined
urday, Dec. 29, 2012, at the Chey- his life by, and the gathering place
enne Regional Medical Center.
of his far flung friends. 501 RailMr. McQueary was born July road Street, Elko, Nevada, 89801.
16, 1951, in Elko, Nev.
Family and friends will gather
He was a rancher and a poet. again on the full moon of July in
He served in the United States Ruby Valley to scatter his ashes
Marine Corps during the Vietnam over the mountains and ranches
Conflict.
that he rode for the majority of his
He is survived by his wife, Sue life.

courage through this time and never lost her optimistic outlook, her
quick wit, or her beautiful smile.
She was so loved and will be dearly
missed by all.
She is survived by her husband
of 65 years, Mark of Laramie; her
son Jim and wife Debby, grandson Jonathan, all of Chandler, AZ;
her son Rob and his wife Tina, and
grandchildren Blake, Quinn, and
Jared all of Cheyenne, WY; her
daughter Merilyn (Sanchez) and
grandchildren Laurie and Randy,
great grandchildren Skyler, Drew
and Colby all of Chandler, AZ; her
daughter Laurie (Westlake) of Laramie, WY and granddaughter Bryttni
of Leota, KS.
A celebration of her life was held
Monday January 14 at 11:00 a.m. at
the First United Methodist Church
with the Reverend Rhett Ivey officiating.
In lieu of flowers memorials may
be made to the Ivinson Memorial
Hospital Foundation, 255 No. 30th
Street, Laramie, WY 82072 or to a
charity of one’s choice.
Services were under the direction
of Montgomery Stryker Funeral
Home.

YF&R conference
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mittee members were recognized
for their dedication and service to
Farm Bureau and the YF&R program. See picture on page 4.
Saturday morning began with
a look at individual risk profile
presented by Keith Kennedy with
Custom Ag Solutions. Next, the
YF&R Committee presented a
brief mock Discussion Meet to
show participants how they can
get involved with the contest.
A look at the IFYE exchange
program was presented by Kate
Barlow and Kim Reaman. Barlow
was Wyoming’s 2012 IFYE representative to South Korea. She
shared photos and stories of her
time working in South Korean agriculture. Barlow noted that it was
interesting to watch multiple generation families live and work together. According to Barlow, they
would have family meetings where
they openly discussed future plans.
Reaman works for the University of Wyoming 4-H office. She
shared there are two ways to get
involved. First, if you are under 30

you can apply to be an exchange
representative. Second, producers
can apply to be a host family.
The final speaker of the conference was Paul Burgener who is a
market analyst for Farm Futures
Magazine. Burgener presented a
crop market outlook.
Sponsorship appreciation for
the conference goes out to Farm
Credit Services of America.
The WyFB YF&R program is
a committee centered, fully integrated part of Farm Bureau at the
county, state and national level.
The program offers opportunities in: leadership development,
legislative awareness, educational conferences, networking
with other farmers and ranchers
around the world, competitive
events and involvement in Farm
Bureau. Visit us on Facebook/
Wyoming Farm Bureau Young
Farmers and Ranchers or contact Kerin Clark, WyFB YF&R
Coordinator at 307.532.2002 or
kclark@wyfb.org to see how you
can get involved.
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WyFB Scholarships Available
---Deadline March 1, 2013
Farm Bureau members and
their family members are encouraged to apply for one of nine college scholarships offered by the
Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation. The applications are available at county Farm Bureau offices, on the web at www.wyfb.
org (click on education tab) or by
calling 800.442.8325. For questions, call 800.442.8325 or email
ewestbrook@wyfb.org.
The Livingston-King scholarship is valued at $1,500 for 2013.
The Livingston-King scholarship

is a memorial for former Wyoming
Farm Bureau Presidents H.D. Livingston and H.J. King as well as
Norma Livingston, mother of WyFB
President Perry Livingston.
The five Wyoming Farm Bureau
Federation scholarships are $500
each. The three “Continuing Education” scholarships are also $500
each. The continuing education
scholarship recipients must submit
at least two years of college transcripts.
The state application deadline is
March 1, 2013.

WyFB President re-elected
to national board
From page 2

and the West and help guide the
work of the organization,” Livingston said. “Having representation
from the West is important; it enables us to bring emphasis and insight on western issues to the American board.”
“The insight gained during board
meetings is invaluable; you wouldn’t
get it if you weren’t there in the meetings,” Livingston continued.
According to Livingston, board
work on the AFBF Centennial Development Project gives him a great
opportunity to give input into what
Farm Bureau will look like over the
next 20-40 years. “All state Farm
Bureaus are providing input on this
project,” Livingston said.

“When my grandfather was president of the Wyoming Farm Bureau,
one of his main responsibilities was
to bring the information from AFBF
back to the Wyoming Farm Bureau,” Livingston continued. “With
technology, that role of state president has changed. Now, the state has
the information on what we worked
on before I even get home from the
meeting.”
“As times change, we need to
consider what is best for our organization structure,” Livingston concluded. “What won’t ever change is
the grassroots policy development
process that gives us our strength
when working on issues important
to our members.”

American Farm Bureau
Federation 94th Annual Meeting

“Many Voices, One Vision”
was the theme of the 94th annual
meeting of the American Farm
Bureau Federation. The meeting
was held Jan. 13-16 in Nashville,
Tenn. Attendees from Wyoming
are shown here in front of the
state flags display before the closing session of the meeting. Front
row (l to r): Kerin Clark, WyFB;
Dominique Giroux, WyFB; Beth

Hefenieder, Washakie County;
Heather Hamilton, Niobrara
County; Bill and June Kossert,
Natrona County. Back row (l to r):
Jim Hefenieder, Washakie County/WyFB Vice President; Ken
Hamilton, WyFB; Keith and Millie Robinette, Natrona County;
Susan Warfield, guest; and Don
Pavack, Natrona County. Not pictured: Perry and Suzette Livingston.

County Farm Bureau Scholarships
Below is general information on county Farm Bureau scholarships.
Please refer to the scholarship applications for complete rules and details. County Farm Bureau contacts are available at www.wyfb.org under
County Farm Bureaus or contact your county Farm Bureau office.
• Albany: March 31 deadline; One $1,500 scholarship; open to high school
seniors and college students; available at county Farm Bureau office; county Extension office; and Rock River and Laramie High Schools
• Big Horn: April 26 deadline; Two $500 scholarships; available to high
school seniors or any continuing students working for a degree in an Agrelated area; available at all county High Schools or by contacting Farm
Bureau office in Greybull
• Campbell: March 1 deadline; One $1,000 scholarship; available at FB offices, schools and wyfb.org
• Carbon: April 15 deadline; Five $250 scholarships; open to all county seniors who meet requirements; available at county FB offices, extension offices, high schools or contact G.G. Kortes at 325.6309
• Converse: April 1 deadline; Three $1,000 scholarships; open to members’
children for graduating seniors and college students. Available at either
county Farm Bureau office; at Douglas and Glenrock High School Guidance offices; and at www.wyfb.org/converse
• Crook: March 1 deadline; Four $1000 scholarships; scholarship applications may be picked up at the Farm Bureau office at 404 Cleveland Street,
Sundance, Wyoming
• Fremont: Fremont County Farm Bureau offers one $500 scholarship. In
order to be eligible, the student must be a Fremont County High School senior whose parents or grandparents are current paid Farm Bureau members.
It is preferred that applicants are entering an Agriculture field. Applications
will be reviewed by the Fremont County Farm Bureau Board and a recipient will be chosen. Please submit a letter of application about yourself and
your future plans to: Farm Bureau - C/O Tammy Cooper - 824 Forest Dr.,
Riverton, WY 82501. Questions call 856.9091
• Goshen: April 15 deadline; one $500 scholarship; open to high school
seniors or continuing college students who meet the requirements which
include Farm Bureau regular membership by family or individual; preference given to applicants pursuing Ag-related degrees; available at county
FB office and online at wyfb.org
• Hot Springs: April 6 deadline; One $1,500 scholarship; may be divided
into multiple scholarships at discretion of board; available to students pursuing ag-related course; preference to Farm Bureau families; available at
county FB office and school
• Johnson: April 1 deadline; Two $500 scholarships; open to children of
Farm Bureau members (graduating seniors or college students); available
at county FB offices and schools
• Laramie: Postmark deadline of April 2, in the office no later than April 6;
One $1000 scholarship and one $500 scholarship; available at county Farm
Bureau offices
• Lincoln: April 25 deadline; Three $500 scholarships; seniors who are children of Farm Bureau members; available at county FB offices and schools
• Niobrara: April 1 deadline; Two $300 scholarships; available to children
of Farm Bureau members; graduating seniors and college students are eligible; available at the county FB office and local high school
• Park: April 1 deadline. One $650 scholarship to Northwest College. Renewable if grades are kept above 2.5 semester average. Open to any Farm
Bureau Member or children of members. Application available at all Park
County high schools as well as the financial aid office at NW College and
the Powell Farm Bureau office
• Platte: April 1 deadline; Two $500 scholarships; available at schools; open
to children of Platte County Farm Bureau members
• Sheridan: March 1 deadline; 2-3 $1,000 scholarships depending upon
number of applications; available at county FB offices and schools
• Sublette: February 25 deadline. Two $500 scholarships for seniors; one for
each high school (Big Piney and Pinedale). Given to children of FB members; preference is given to those seeking agriculture major. Applications
available at high schools
• Sweetwater: March 15 deadline; One $500 scholarship; open to children
of Farm Bureau regular members; available at schools and county Farm
Bureau offices
• Teton: Presented during “Scholarship Night” at Teton County High School.
Applications and details available from high school guidance counselors
• Uinta: April 1 deadline; return to either county FB office; One $500 scholarship; available at county FB offices, schools or contact Kristi Ellis at
307.782.7659
• Washakie: April 1 deadline; Amount varies, generally three $500 scholarships; FB member children preferred but not a requirement; Ag majors
preferred, but not a requirement
• Weston: May 1 deadline; Three $500 scholarships; preference for students
of regular members; available at county FB office and schools

