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Wyoming Farm Bureau
Federation Legislative Meeting
Feb. 12-13 in Cheyenne
By Kerin Clark
Legislative issues, Wyoming’s
Water Strategy, livestock health issues and wolves are a few of the topics that will be presented at the 2015
Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation
Legislative Meeting.
The meeting will be Feb. 12-13 at
the Little America Hotel in Cheyenne.
Held annually to coincide with the legislative session, the meeting provides
Farm Bureau members the opportunity to meet with their legislators oneon-one and receive updates on current
issues.
The meeting begins at 11 a.m.
Thursday, Feb. 12 with registration
and a noon luncheon. If their schedules permit, House Agriculture
Committee Chair Representative
Robert McKim and Senate Agriculture Committee Chair Senator
Gerry Geis will address the members

during the noon luncheon.
At 1:30 p.m. Keith Kennedy with
Custom Ag Solutions will present a
risk management workshop.
Thursday’s afternoon activities
also include legislative briefings from
WyFB lobbyists and membership
awards.
Thursday evening at 6 p.m. provides the one-on-one visits with the
legislators during a joint “Legislative
Reception” sponsored by the Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation and the
Wyoming Rural Electric Association.
Friday’s agenda includes a speaker’s forum. Beginning at 8 a.m., Wyoming State Veterinarian Jim Logan
will discuss “Livestock Health Issues.”
At 9 a.m., Nephi Cole will discuss
the “Wyoming Water Strategy.”
Cole is a policy advisor to Governor

label

Farm Bureau Delegates Set
Public Policy Positions for 2015

SAN DIEGO, Jan. 13, 2015 –
Farmer and rancher delegates to
See ‘Legislative Meeting’ page 14 the American Farm Bureau Federation’s 96th Annual Convention
approved resolutions that will
provide the organization grassFebruary 12-13, 2015
roots authority to ask Congress to
Little America in Cheyenne
finish many measures that remain
See Page 10 for agenda.
unsettled at the start of 2015.
“Our delegates are the men and
women growing the food and fiber for our nation and much of the
rest of the world every day,” said
AFBF President Bob Stallman.
“They have made great strides
Property rights essential ............................................. Page 2
over the last decades in improving their environmental perforAFBF 2015 action plan ............................................... Page 3
mance, in adopting cutting edge
Joint YF&R Conference success ................................ Page 4
technologies and taking actions
Coxbills appointed to AFBF YF&R........................... Page 5
to make sure they can pass their
farms and ranches on to the next
ESA 201—the need for reform................................... Page 6
generation.”
WyFB and county scholarships ................................. Page 7
According to Stallman, however, these same producers recogImpact of conservation easements ............................. Page 8
nize that many of the challenges
WyFB Legislative Meeting agenda .......................... Page 10
they face are derived from the
News notes.................................................................. Page 18
federal government’s attempt to
overreach in its regulation of land
Photo contest winners ............................................... Page 20
use.
“This is particularly true with

WyFB Legislative Meeting

WYOMING AGRICULTURE

“ALL IN”: Young farmers and ranchers at the 2015 Joint Young Farmer &
Rancher Conference in Deadwood, S.D. participated in educational and
motivational sessions as well as had the opportunity to visit about Farm
Bureau and issues impacting the agriculture industry with leaders from the
South Dakota Farm Bureau and the Wyoming Farm Bureau. Shown here
(l to r): Garrett Horton, Big Horn County; Heather Hamilton-Maude, SDFB
YF&R; Will Grant, Converse County; Raenell Taylor, Crook County; Perry
Livingston, WyFB President; Ryan Tucker, Park County; and Ken Hamilton,
WyFB Executive Vice President. Kerin Clark photo.

respect to improper application
of federal water rules,” Stallman
said. “Our members also want us
to continue our effort to secure a
stable and reliable supply of agricultural labor.”
Regarding other policy matters,
delegates:
• Reaffirmed that farmers’ proprietary data remain strictly the
property of the farmer or rancher
when submitted to third parties
for analysis and processing;
• Agreed that farmers and ranchers must have the right to remove
their data permanently from the
systems of agricultural technology providers. Members feel especially strongly about this point
given the exponential growth of
agricultural data systems and the
double-digit productivity gains
they have generated in just a few
short growing seasons;
• Opposed state efforts to dictate out-of-state, farm-level production practices;
• Reaffirmed support for producer-led and -approved checkoff
See ‘Public Policy Positions Set’ page 5
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Private property rights essential to this nation
--Land held privately provides more benefits than federal ownership
By Ken Hamilton, Wyoming Farm land ownership.
Bureau Federation Executive
Recently one of the topics disVice President
cussed during the Farm Bureau
Most of the folks in agriculture Young Farmer and Rancher Colare very aware of private property legiate Discussion Meet dealt with
rights and indeed most understand whether federal lands should be
that absent private proptransferred into private
erty our system of aghands. The individuals
riculture would falter.
who were participating
Agriculture has helped
were young, intelligent
not only to drive the ecocollege students who
nomic engine that is our
have familiarity with ageconomy but has providriculture. However, the
ed a surplus of food that
discussion which I heard
helps feed the world.
from some clearly indiThe basic concept that
cated they had not had
an individual may own
an opportunity to learn
Ken Hamilton
land that can be used to
about private property
support his or her family was one of rights and many felt that transferthose “self-evident” concepts that ring federal lands into private
our nation was founded upon. Most hands would not be a good idea.
folks who own land or their own The problem seems to be that we
business understand that without who own property think that we
this concept, productivity would don’t need to educate folks about
suffer. The former Soviet Union the tremendous benefits associated
went to great lengths to prevent pri- with private property. We think it is
vate ownership of business or land. indeed self-evident.
That system has been relegated to
This is also true when listening
the dust bin of history. The Com- to bills being debated in the legismunist Chinese recognized some of lature. This issue of trespass on prithe follies of a total prohibition on vate land seems to be treated like
private ownership. They have re- a crime akin to jay walking. Some
laxed some of their ownership pro- of the legislators recognize that it
hibitions which has resulted in eco- is technically illegal, but don’t feel
nomic advances which have moved anyone should have to face any kind
that country to the second largest of a fine for this crime. These same
economy in the world. It just goes folks will defend our state game
to show what can be achieved when management agency’s prosecution
governments recognize that people of hunters who shoot a game aniwork better for themselves, their mal outside of the proper hunt area
families and their neighbors rather because they either inadvertently or
than for the benefit of the “state.”
on purpose kill an animal over the
While we would think this con- hunt area boundary. Yet, if you sugcept would be so self-evident that gest that someone should receive
no one would think otherwise, that similar treatment because they are
is not the case. It is still interesting trespassing on someone’s property
to find people who believe that the (by the way, trespassing is without
federal government should hang permission and illegal), they will
on to 30 percent of the landmass loudly proclaim how unfair it is.
and continue to expand federal
See ‘Private property rights’ page 5

Calendar of Events
February
12 ........... WyFB Board Meeting—Little America in Cheyenne
12-13 ...... WyFB Legislative Meeting—Little America in Cheyenne
13-16 ...... American Farm Bureau Federation Young Farmer & Rancher Conference/Collegiate
Discussion Meet—Nashville, Tenn.

March
1 ............. WyFB scholarship application deadline
9-14 ........ Wyoming Agricultural Literacy Week
18............ National Agriculture Day
15-21 ...... National Agriculture Week

April
10............ “Ag Books for Kids” county contest deadline
17............ “Ag Books for Kids” district contest deadline
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Is the Tide Turning on GMOs?
By Bob Stallman, American Farm the nation’s top authority on food
Bureau Federation President
safety. FDA officials have declared
Consumers are tiring of anti- GMOs safe and are standing their
GMO rhetoric: They want facts. ground. In fact, GM crops have long
You don’t have to put
withstood intense scruthose claims under the mitiny, with not one docucroscope to see how shaky
mented food-safety case.
the anti-GMO platform
F o r t u n a t e l y, t h i s
is. That’s no surprise to
charged rhetoric isn’t
those of us who know the
enough to convince most
benefits of GM products
voters. Ballot initiatives
firsthand, of course. Now,
to require labeling in
more than ever, is a prime
Colorado and Oregon
time for us to be sharing
both failed last fall. Poliour stories about the envi- Bob Stallman
cymakers on Capitol
ronmental benefits of biotechnology Hill are taking notice and starting
and the safety of GM foods we feed to question the “need” for labels
to our own families without hesita- also. Former Rep. Henry Waxman
tion.
(D-Calif.) noted at a House hearing
Research and common sense this fall that labeling would mislead
back up what farmers and ranchers the public and send the message that
have long known about GMOs, and GMOs are dangerous. Mr. Waxman
others are taking notice. Last Octo- made a good point. We should allow
ber, the Journal of Animal Science the FDA to continue doing its job
released the findings of a new tril- setting standards for food safety and
lion-meal study, the most compre- labeling.
hensive GMO study yet. Animal geConsumers are more and more
neticist Dr. Alison Van Eenennaam interested in the story of their food.
analyzed about three decades of This is good news for farmers and
livestock data to compare the health ranchers. We’re proud of the work
of nearly 1 billion animals. Her we do and are eager to share how
goal: to see what effect feeding live- food gets from the farm to the table.
stock GMOs for over a decade now Feeding a growing population is
has had. The answer? None. No dif- a popular topic now, and “sustainference in the health of the animals, ability” is the buzzword. GM crops
and no effect on the humans who eat will play a big role here. Farmers
those animals. Although this isn’t and ranchers have their work cut out
news to agriculture, the size of the for them, but they are ready for the
study makes it a game-changer.
challenge and to lead this conversaGMO opponents have used mis- tion.
information for too long to muddle
The U.S. Farmers and Ranchthe conversation. And the push for ers Alliance brought farmers and
mandatory labeling has only con- ranchers to the table for this disfused things more. The call for cussion recently at the New York
GMO labels sure isn’t coming from Times’ “Food for Tomorrow”
the Food and Drug Administration,
See ‘GMOs’ page 14
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Farm Bureau Approves
Strategic Action Plan for 2015
WASHINGTON, D.C., January
15, 2015 – Following the delegate
session of the American Farm Bureau Federation’s 96th Annual Convention, which wrapped up Jan. 13 in
San Diego, the organization’s board
of directors set AFBF’s strategic action plan to address public policy issues for 2015.
The board-approved plan focuses
the organization’s attention on: advancing legislation that addresses agriculture’s long- and short-term labor
needs; protecting farmers’ abilities to
use biotech plant varieties and other
innovative technologies; opposing expansion of federal jurisdiction under
the Clean Water Act; and advancing
legislation that reforms the Endangered Species Act.
“We will work to advance all the issue positions approved by our farmer
and rancher delegates this week, but
this plan represents those issue areas where we believe the American
Farm Bureau Federation and its grassroots members have clear opportunities to achieve success at this time,”
said AFBF President Bob Stallman.
“These are high-stakes issues that we
must advance to help safeguard our
members and their abilities to operate
their farms and ranches.”
Stallman said farmers and ranchers know first-hand the importance of
clean water. They usually live on the
land they work, and in many cases
their water resources are on or near
their property. He said they typically
adopt new technology related to conservation and frequently those moves
also enhance the performance of their
businesses.
“Farm Bureau members support
state-led, practical programs and they
work to continually improve the environmental performance of their farms
and ranches,” Stallman said. “Several
recent and ongoing federal initiatives,
such as the Waters of the U.S. rule,
would give the federal government almost unlimited power to dictate farming practices and impose complex and
costly permitting schemes, regardless
of need. We will continue to work to
ditch the rule.”
Stallman said AFBF recognizes
that the need for agricultural labor reform is clear.
“Farmers need access to a legal,
stable and reliable labor supply,”
Stallman said. “America can either
import our labor or import our food.
We recognize the difficulty of passing
meaningful immigration reform that
addresses the agricultural labor crisis
and border issues, but we must get this
done. The recent executive action on

immigration doesn’t offer a solution
to increase the workforce for agriculture and we will work to secure a permanent solution through legislation.”
AFBF’s action plan also focuses on
supporting agricultural biotechnology
as a tool that will yield great benefits
for agriculture, consumers and the environment.
“The American Farm Bureau Federation represents farmers and ranchers who use every type of agriculture
production system to provide the
safest food possible,” Stallman said.
“Many of our members look to biotechnology as a way to increase environmental stewardship while farming
more efficiently and effectively. Future innovation in this area will open
up a whole new level of possibility.”
The action plan also puts a focus
on reform of Endangered Species Act
regulations.
“Farmers, ranchers and environmentalists agree that we must conserve and recover wildlife facing
preventable extinction. But with a recovery rate of less than 2 percent, the
Endangered Species Act is a failure,”
Stallman said. “The ESA must be reformed to protect endangered species
while allowing farmers and ranchers
to use their land for food production.”
The AFBF Board approved an additional list of issues that will require
diligent monitoring as they develop
over the course of 2015. Those issue
areas include: efforts to enhance international trade opportunities, business
tax reform, farm bill implementation,
the overall farm economy and energy
availability and affordability.
According to Stallman, many other
issues will warrant AFBF’s attention

WYOMING
FARM BUREAU

AFBF Annual Meeting 2015

“Tradition, Perseverance, Vision: Farm Bureau Proud.” The theme of the
2015 American Farm Bureau Federation Annual Meeting sums up three
reasons to be “Farm Bureau Proud.” Wyoming attendees at the annual
meeting in San Diego, Calif. were (l to r): Todd Fornstrom, WyFB Vice
President; Scott and Stephanie Kossert and family, Natrona County;
Dominique Giroux, WyFB; Cole Coxbill, WyFB YF&R State Chair; Ken
Hamilton, WyFB; and Perry Livingston, WyFB President.

this year, and those issues will be addressed as they rise on the nation’s
agenda.
“AFBF’s 2015 strategic action
plan, as set by the board, is built on
the dedicated efforts of our grassroots
members to achieve policy goals that
will benefit all of agriculture, as well
as the nation’s consumers and our
customers around the world,” Stallman said.

Legislative Meeting

Feb. 12-13, 2015
Little America in Cheyenne

WyFB Weekly
Legislative Shows
Radio
and
Video
Join us every Friday during the
legislative session as we bring
you weekly legislative updates
via radio on Northern Ag Network
and via video on our website.
To view or listen to the shows,
visit www.wyfb.org.
For radio, click on the
news/soundbites tab.
For video, click on video box
on the right column.

Your story….your voice…share it with your legislators
x

Thursday evening joint Legislator Reception with Wyoming Rural
Electric Association
x Issues updates/informative speakers forum
x Be a part of the legislative process

The Wyoming Farm
Bureau Federation
is your
“Voice for Agriculture!”
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Young Farmer and Rancher News
“ALL IN with Farm Bureau YF&R” joint conference a success
By Kerin Clark
available through Farm
“We do what we do so Bureau’s YF&R program
our children may have the and encouraged the attendchance to ranch when they ees to get involved in one
grow up, if they want to, way or the other.
and we feel the best way to
Hosted by the Wyoensure the future of agri- ming Farm Bureau Fedculture for them is through eration and the South
Farm Bureau,” said Travis Dakota Farm Bureau, the
and Renae Gebhart.
joint YF&R Conference
The Gebharts are South provided speakers and inDakota ranchers who also formation the participants
serve on the American could take home and apply
Farm Bureau Federation to their farm or ranch busiYoung Farmer & Rancher ness. Fellowship and netCommittee. They spoke working with like-minded
to over 90 young farmers individuals added to the
and ranchers from Wyo- informational and motivaming and South Dakota tional aspect for a successwho were “All in with ful conference.
Farm Bureau YF&R” at
The conference kickedthe 2015 Joint Farm Bu- off with a keynote presenreau Young Farmer & tation “Discovering Your
Rancher (YF&R) Confer- Influential Power” by
ence in Deadwood, S.D. Troy and Stacy Hadrick,
Travis and Renae shared Advocates for Agriculture.
the many opportunities The session began with a
See ‘YF&R Joint Conference’ page 16

“ALL IN WITH FARM BUREAU YF&R!”
The South Dakota Farm Bureau and Wyoming Farm Bureau Young Farmer and
Rancher Committees joined together to plan the 2015 Joint Farm Bureau YF&R
Conference Jan. 16-17 in Deadwood, S.D. What do you get when you put 27
young farmers and ranchers together to plan an event? Great speakers, networking, fun, leadership development and more! WyFB YF&R Committee members:
Back row (starting 4th from left): Kyle Berger, Rachel Grant, Nik Kennedy. Middle
row (starting 5th from left): Cole Coxbill, Sammie Coxbill, Chalsey Kortes, Kolter
Schuebel, Garrett Horton. Front row (2nd from left): Toni Swartz, Raenell Taylor,
Kailey Barlow. Next to Kailey is former WyFB YF&R Committee Member Heather
Hamilton-Maude. Kerin Clark photo.

The Joint Farm Bureau YF&R
Conference was a great success
thanks to many. We would like to
give a big thank you to the sponsors
who supported the conference!
PLATINUM ($1,000+)
Farm Credit Services of America
First Dakota National Bank
Legend Seeds
Pinnacle Bank WY
GOLD ($500-$999)
Dakota Mill
Dekalb/Asgrow
Hoop Beef System
Sundance State Bank
SILVER ($251-$499)
Bayer
Helena Chemical Company
Mountain West Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company
Syngenta

CODY
ROGER’S SPORT CENTER
307-587-6818
www.rogerssportcenter.net

SHERIDAN
PEAK POWERSPORTS
307-672-6414
www.peakpowersportsllc.com

BRONZE (Up to $250)
Cammack Ranch Supply
Clark and Associates Land Brokers
Elanco Animal Health
Milborn Seeds
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Young Farmer and Rancher News
Cole and Sammie Coxbill appointed to AFBF YF&R Committee
By Kerin Clark
ent. It’s clear that the future of farming
A passion for farming, family, and ranching is in good hands.”
friends and Farm Bureau leads Cole
“We believe strongly in the work
and Sammie Coxbill in the work that Farm Bureau does for farmers
they do for agriculture. This young and ranchers,” Cole stated. “We look
couple, members of
forward to the opthe Goshen County
portunity to have an
Farm Bureau, have
impact on the polibeen appointed to
cies that affect farm“We believe strongly
the American Farm
ers and ranchers in
in the work that Farm BuBureau Federathis country as well
reau does for farmers and
tion (AFBF) Young
as the opportunity to
ranchers. We look forward
Farmer & Rancher
improve our leaderto the opportunity to have
(YF&R) Commitship skills and create
an
impact
on
the
policies
tee for 2015-17. The
lasting friendships.”
that affect farmers and
committee is comCole and Samranchers in this country
prised of 16 positions
mie farm near Huntas well as the opportunity
representing all reley, on the Coxbill
to improve our leadership
gions of the U.S.
family farm, which
skills and create lasting
“Farm Bureau’s
was
homesteaded
friendships.”—Cole CoxYF&R Committee
in 1929 by Cole’s
bill, WyFB YF&R State
members play a vital
great-grandfather.
Chair
role in advocating for
Cole works with his
agriculture while further building their dad on the farm. They raise corn, alleadership abilities,” AFBF President falfa, sugar beets, dry edible beans and
Bob Stallman said. “The commitment wheat. They also have a cow-calf opand quality of the young agricultural- eration and a feedlot. Cole also owns
ists who volunteer to serve are always a commercial spraying and trucking
impressive, and this year is no differ- business. Sammie works part-time

“

Public Policy Positions Set
programs;
• Reaffirmed support for country-of-origin
labeling provisions consistent with World
Trade Organization rules;
• Called for a state-led, voluntary pollinator
stewardship program to address concerns over
recent declines in the populations of honey
bees and butterflies;
• Supported the production, processing,
commercialization and use of industrial hemp;

Sammie and Cole Coxbill

as a nutritionist for the WIC program.
They have three children: Emmett,
Connor and Carlee.
Cole was also recently elected as
the State Chair of the Wyoming Farm
Bureau Federation (WyFB) Young
Farmer & Rancher Committee. This
position is a one-year term that also
holds a seat on the WyFB Board of
Directors.
“Cole and Sammie are both full of

From page 1

• Called for an end to the Environmental Protection Agency’s attempts to require permits for farmers to repair erosion damage on their property;
• Opposed the current cap on agricultural
labor visas under the H2-B program; and
• Called for common-sense reform in endangered species protection legislation.


enthusiasm and passion for agriculture
and Farm Bureau,” said Wyoming
Farm Bureau President Perry Livingston. “They are a real asset to Farm Bureau in Wyoming. We are excited for
the opportunity they have to serve and
grow on the national level.”
The Young Farmers & Ranchers
program includes both men and women between the ages of 18-35. Learn
more online at www.wyfb.org.

CASEͲIH$300Ͳ$500DISCOUNT

A total of 355 voting delegates representing
every crop and livestock sector in the United
States deliberated on policies affecting farmers’ and ranchers’ productivity and profitability. The policies approved at the convention
will guide the nation’s largest general farm
organization throughout 2015.

Exclusive Farm Bureau Member Savings!

VisithƩps://www.ĩverify.com/case
CHEVROLET,BUICK&GMC
$500DISCOUNT

Private property
rights
From page 2

I have a hard time seeing the difference
between the two actions. Still, I think it gets
back to people’s ideas about private property.
When the Soviet Union collapsed, so did the
example. Now people don’t have the ready
example that earlier generations had so they
don’t see the issues surrounding public ownership of resources and production. They
also overestimate the benefits. Unfortunately, without learning this lesson, reality will
exert itself on our system and we may find
ourselves experiencing the same outcome as
the former Soviet Union. It’s up to all of us
to educate our young folks about the importance of private ownership before we end up
with public ownership of everything and its
inevitable outcome.

GotohƩps://www.ĩverify.com/GM
CHOICEHOTELS


MemberID:00209880 
WYNDHAMHOTELS&RESORTS
MemberID:8000004324 
PCCONNECTION
www.pcconnecƟon.com/WFBF
AVISCARRENTAL
AWD#A298850
HERTZRENTALS
CDP#:1773460

With Choice Hotels®, weekday nights have never been more
rewarding. Between December 29, 2014 and February 18, 2015, you’ll
earn TRIPLE Choice Privileges Points on any qualifying stay that
includes a Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, or Thursday night, up
to 30,000 bonus points!

PRESCRIPTIONDISCOUNTPROGRAM
Visitwyĩ.orgtosignup
GRAINGERSUPPLIES
Save10%onallproductsbothinͲstore
andonline.
BELTONE

Reservations must be made in advance through choicehotels.com or by
calling 800.4CHOICE
Use the Wyoming Farm Bureau Discount Code 00209880 for best available rate .

15%oī.Call800–BELTONE
OFFICEDEPOT
Visit“BeneĮts&Membership”tabatwyĩ.org

POLARIS$200Ͳ$300OFF
VisithƩps://www.ĩverify.com/Polaris

ForaddiƟonalinformaƟonandafulllistofotherFarmBureau
memberbeneĮts,visitwww.wyĩ.orgorcall1Ͳ800Ͳ442Ͳ8325.
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Endangered Species 201—the need for ESA reform
By David Willms
Last month I provided a brief
history of the Endangered Species
Act (ESA), as well as an overview
of the process to list a species under the ESA. This month, I want to
articulate some of the challenges
that prevent the ESA from working the way policy makers intended when they created it more than
forty years ago. Space constraints
prevent me from analyzing the issue in detail, so this article will
only provide a 30,000-foot view
of a few of the problems.
Let me first say that the ESA is
not conceptually poor. There are
strong biological, social, and political reasons to have an act that
protects and seeks to recover critically imperiled species. Certainly,
no one desires the extinction of
any species, and we want to ensure our children and grandchildren have the same opportunities
to view wildlife that we had growing up. That said, a number of environmental groups have hijacked
the ESA using a litigation strategy
tailored to add hundreds of species to the endangered species list,
while at the same time preventing

the delisting of recovered species.
Because of this, these groups do
not measure success through recovering a species. Instead, their
success hinges on the ability to
end economic development on
both public and private land. This
selfish behavior prevents the ESA
from fully realizing its objective
of recovering and delisting truly
imperiled species.
The following numbers are often cited to support arguments in
favor of ESA reform, and bear
repeating. In the history of ESA,
federal agencies have listed 1621
plant and animal species as either threatened or endangered in
the United States. As of January
6, 2015, the US Fish and Wildlife
Service (FWS) identify 1570 plant
and animal species listed under the
ESA as either threatened or endangered in the United States. Based
upon these numbers, only 51 species have ever been removed from
the list. However, this number is
deceptive. For example, ten species were delisted because they
went extinct, and eighteen were
delisted because additional data
indicated they never should have

been listed in the first place. When
one considers these facts, of the
1621 species ever listed under the
ESA, the FWS has only removed
23 species due to species recovery. Stated another way, since the
enactment of the ESA in 1973, the
FWS has only delisted 1.4% of
listed species due to recovery.
Certainly, very few species
have become extinct in the past
forty years, and for this, many
groups argue the success of ESA.
However, the facts recited above
do not reflect success, but instead
highlight one of the ESA’s greatest
deficiencies—the inability to delist recovered species. Two recent
court decisions regarding wolves
underpin this assessment.
For example, a federal judge in
Washington, D.C. recently vacated rules delisting populations of
wolves in Wyoming and the Great
Lakes region. In both decisions,
the judge determined that neither
population warranted protection
under the ESA, yet reinstated
them to the endangered species
list for trivial, procedural reasons.
Certain environmental groups hail
this as a victory for ESA and spe-

cies protection, but their words
are laced with hypocrisy.
If these groups truly wanted
the best for wildlife, they would
support delisting proposals where
species are obviously recovered
such as wolves, grizzly bears,
and bald eagles (environmental
groups opposed this delisting) to
name a few. Turning management
back over to states would free up
money to help recover truly imperiled species. However, I can
find no examples of these litigious
environmental groups supporting
a delisting proposal. Instead, they
push for the listing of additional
species, fight to keep species on
the list, and when they prevail on
technicalities, require the federal
government to pay their attorneys’
fees under the Equal Access to
Justice Act. These are all acts that
may engender support from their
donors, and serve their mission of
federalizing wildlife management
and crippling development, but
are actually harmful to wildlife
long-term.
As difficult as it is to remove
species from the endangered speSee ‘ESA Reform’ page 14

CONTROL BURROWING
RODENTS!
RO
DENTS!

Use PERC®, the 1st & Only Pressurized Exhaust
Rodent Controller. Quiet, Safe & Easy to Use.

NO Explosions, NO Poison Bait

855-667-5181
www.hmgophercontrol.com
H & M Gopher Control®, Mfg & Sales
Tulelake, CA
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County Farm Bureau Scholarships
Below is general information on county Farm Bureau scholarships. Please refer to the scholarship applications for complete rules
and details. County Farm Bureau contacts are available at www.
wyfb.org under County Farm Bureaus or contact your county Farm
Bureau office.
• Albany: March 31 deadline; One
$1,500 scholarship; open to high
school seniors and college students;
available at county Farm Bureau
office; county Extension office;
and Rock River and Laramie High
Schools. Farm Bureau member children preferred but not a requirement;
Ag majors preferred, but not a requirement
• Big Horn: April 13 deadline; Two
$500 scholarships; available to high
school seniors or any continuing students working for a degree in an Agrelated area; available at all county
High Schools or by contacting Farm
Bureau office in Greybull
• Campbell: March 1 deadline; Two
$2,500 scholarships; available at FB
offices, schools and wyfb.org
• Carbon: April 15 deadline -- Up to
five regular $300 scholarships open
to all county seniors who meet requirements; and one member $300
scholarship open to only members
children who meet requirements.
Applications available at county FB
offices, high schools, or contact G.G.
Kortes at 325.6309
• Converse: April 1 deadline; Three
$1,000 scholarships; open to members’ children for graduating seniors
and college students. Available at
either county Farm Bureau office; at
Douglas and Glenrock High School
Guidance offices; and at www.wyfb.
org/converse
• Crook: April 1 deadline; scholarship
applications may be picked up at the
Farm Bureau office at 404 Cleveland
Street, Sundance, Wyoming
• Fremont: Fremont County Farm Bureau offers one $1,000 scholarship. In
order to be eligible, the student must
be a Fremont County High School
senior whose parents are current paid
Farm Bureau members. It is preferred that applicants are entering an
Agriculture field. Applications will
be reviewed by the Fremont County
Farm Bureau Board and a recipient
will be chosen. Please submit a letter of application about yourself and
your future plans to: Farm Bureau C/O Tammy Cooper - 824 Forest Dr.,
Riverton, WY 82501. Questions call
856.9091
• Goshen: April 15 deadline; at least
one $500 scholarship; open to high
school seniors or continuing college
students who meet the requirements
which include Farm Bureau regular
membership by family or individual;
preference given to applicants pursuing Ag-related degrees; available at
county FB office and online at wyfb.
org
• Hot Springs: April 6 deadline; One
$1,500 scholarship; may be divided
into multiple scholarships at discretion of board; available to students
pursuing ag-related course; preference to Farm Bureau families; available at county FB office and school

• Johnson: April 1 deadline; A minimum of two $500 scholarships; open
to children of Farm Bureau members
(graduating seniors or college students); available at county FB offices
and schools
• Laramie: Postmark deadline of April
2, in the office no later than April 6;
One $1000 scholarship and one $500
scholarship; available at county Farm
Bureau offices
• Lincoln: April 25 deadline; Three
$500 scholarships; seniors who are
children of Farm Bureau members;
available at county FB offices and
schools
• Niobrara: April 1 deadline; Two $300
scholarships; available to children of
Farm Bureau members; graduating
seniors and college students are eligible; available at the county FB office and local high school
• Park: April 1 deadline. One $650
scholarship to Northwest College.
Renewable if grades are kept above
2.5 semester average. Open to any
Farm Bureau Member or children of
members. Application available at all
Park County high schools as well as
the financial aid office at NW College
and the Powell Farm Bureau office
• Platte: April 1 deadline; Two $500
scholarships; available at schools;
open to children of Platte County
Farm Bureau members who are first
year students or continuing education
students
• Sheridan: March 1 deadline; 2-3
$1,000 scholarships depending upon
number of applications; available at
county FB offices and schools
• Sublette: February 25 deadline. Two
$500 scholarships for seniors; one
for each high school (Big Piney and
Pinedale). Given to children of FB
members; preference is given to those
seeking agriculture major. Applications available at high schools
• Sweetwater: March 15 deadline; One
$500 scholarship; open to children of
Farm Bureau regular members; available at schools and county Farm Bureau offices
• Teton: Presented during “Scholarship
Night” at Teton County High School.
Applications and details available
from high school guidance counselors
• Uinta: April 1 deadline; return to either county FB office; One $500
scholarship; available at county FB
offices, schools or contact Kristi Ellis
at 307.782.7659
• Washakie: April 1 deadline; Amount
varies, generally three $500 scholarships; FB member children preferred
but not a requirement; Ag majors
preferred, but not a requirement. Applications available at the high school
and the County Farm Bureau office.
• Weston: May 1 deadline; Three $500
scholarships; preference for students
of regular members; available at
county FB office and schools

WyFB Scholarships Available
--Deadline March 1, 2015
Farm Bureau members and their family members are encouraged to apply
for one of nine college scholarships offered by the Wyoming Farm Bureau
Federation. The applications are available at county Farm Bureau offices, on
the web at www.wyfb.org (click on education tab) or by calling 800.442.8325.
The application and rules were updated in June 2014; please ensure you use the
updated application dated June 2014. For questions, contact Ellen Westbrook at
800.442.8325 or ewestbrook@wyfb.org.
The Livingston-King scholarship is valued at $1,500 for 2015. The Livingston-King scholarship is a memorial for former Wyoming Farm Bureau Presidents
H.D. Livingston and H.J. King as well as Norma and Buddy Livingston, parents
of WyFB President Perry Livingston.
The five Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation scholarships are $500 each.
The three “Continuing Education” scholarships are also $500 each. The
continuing education scholarship recipients must submit at least two years of
college transcripts.
The state application deadline is March 1, 2015.



Visit www.wyfb.org for Facebook links to
Wyoming Farm Bureau
and
WyFB Young Farmers and Ranchers

GET IN LINE.

The 604/605N Cornstalk Special baler is known for its rugged durability and workhorse productivity
among livestock producers and operators in the biomass industry. The addition of an optional
InlineTM Ramp lets you line up bales for easy loading – without having to drive across rows and stalks –
saving you valuable time in the ﬁeld. Now even the toughest cornstalks get in line.

Vermeer, the Vermeer logo, Inline and Equipped to Do More are trademarks of Vermeer Manufacturing Company in the U.S. and/or other countries. © 2014 Vermeer Corporation. All Rights Reserved.

POWELL
HEART MOUNTAIN FARM SUPPLY
800-877-6758
www.heartmountainfarmsupply.com

WHEATLAND
BROWN CO.
307-322-2525
www.gobrownco.com
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Conservation Easements
- A critical analysis of their impact
on western lands
By Heather Hamilton-Maude
Reprinted with permission from the
Tri-State Livestock News
Conservation Easements are among
the most popular avenues currently
used by federal government agencies
to gain control over private properties
according to Wyoming water and natural resource attorney Harriet Hageman. She provided a critical analysis
of easements to landowners during
her presentation at the South Dakota,
Wyoming joint Farm Bureau Young
Farmer and Rancher Conference in
Deadwood, South Dakota on Jan. 17.
“Conservation easements are consolidating control over real properties
through legally binding contracts. As
the property owner, or grantor, you
retain partial ownership rights to the
land, but you are also relinquishing
rights of control and decision making
over future use and development of
the property,” explained Hageman.
In 1950 there were 53 land trusts
involved in purchasing conservation
easements. By 2005 that number had
jumped to 1,668. In 2010, the National
Land Trust Census listed 47 million

acres under conservation easements
through approximately 1,700 land
trusts. Many of the largest land trusts
are controlled by environmental organizations such as The Nature Conservancy (TNC), Ducks Unlimited,
American Farmland Trust and The
Conservation Fund.
“That is a 731 percent increase in
conservation easement acres in Wyoming alone,” noted Hageman. “More
than 10 million total acres were placed
in land trusts from 2005 to 2010, and
the majority of those acres were in the
western U.S., with particular focus on
states with less previously controlled
federal and state lands, such as Kansas, South Dakota and North Dakota.”
Pre-arranged flips
Why the increase? Hageman explained that as government acquisition and regulation on land use have
become more prohibitive, costly, and
ineffective, those in D.C. have looked
to conservation easements as a potentially effective and less expensive way
to control lands while also keeping
them on the tax bracket.
“These are called pre-acquisitions,

Start the year off right
with Carhartt!

“What concerns me is that we are federalizing our private property rights. We
are allowing government agencies and non-profits to make decisions regarding
land use, and to take our rights away through tolerating perpetual conservation
easements.” Wyoming water and natural resource attorney Harriet Hageman
regarding one of her primary concerns with perpetual conservation easements
being placed on private lands in the west. Heather Hamilton-Maude photo.

or pre-arranged flips. For example, if
Congress decides not to give the Forest
Service or the BLM (Bureau of Land
Management) another $500 million in
their budget, and they have a particular
piece of property they want to control,
they can go to the TNC. They’ll tell
them there is this ranch near Alcova,
Wyo. we want you to get a conserva-

tion easement on. While the BLM
may not have the funding, the TNC
does, and upon obtaining a conservation easement, they can immediately
turn around and sell that easement to a
federal agency, putting the landowner
in a legally binding contract with a party they did not enter into the contract
See ‘Conservation Easements’ page 9

#IRCLE $ #ORPORATION
• Flatbed Trailers
• Livestock Trailers
• Low Proﬁle Equipment Trailers
• Horse & Stock Combo Trailers
• Flatbeds For Pickups & 1 Ton Trucks • Multipurpose Trailers

Style #J130
Sandstone Duck
Active Jacket

Clothing with the
comfort & durability
of Carhartt!

GILLETTE
FCA COUNTRY STORE
307-682-4468
www.fcagillette.com
SARATOGA
PLATTE VALLEY RANCH SUPPLY
307-326-5283

Style #B11
Men’s
Washed
Duck Work
Dungaree

“American Made Since 1987”
Hillsboro, KS 67063

Call for a dealer near you!

800-526-0939
www.circle-dtrailers.com
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with, and who many never would,” need protected and the agriculture uses servation values protected in the ease- the moment someone with the controlsaid Hageman.
that need tolerated.”
ment.
ling federal agency or land trust deterThe fact that the TNC receives $100
She continued, noting that Ducks
“Guess who defines that. So, when mines such use is no longer compatible
million annually from the federal gov- Unlimited easements also commonly you were told that under no circum- with their plans for the land. Language
ernment, and $262 million from the state the property will be protected to stances would ag use ever be stopped in contracts is very, very important,”
sale of pre-acquisitioned flips, leaves maintain, in perpetuity, the property’s on this property, that you’ll always be said Hageman.
little doubt in Hageman’s mind who natural and scenic conditions and pre- able to farm and run livestock on it, to
In association with the easement
they, and the various other land trusts vent the use of anything that would irrigate, what the contract you sign ac- contract is also a baseline study, in
who are similarly funded, ultimately significantly interfere with the con- tually says is that you can do that until See ‘Conservation Easements’ page 14
work for.
“When you think about the
magnitude of money, and the
corruption that goes with that
kind of money, you realize the
only entity the TNC is going
to answer to is the federal government,” she noted.
In one example, the TNC
purchased a conservation
easement for $1.26 million,
and within a short time thereafter sold it to the federal government for $1.4 million.
“Why, if that value was
there for the easement, didn’t
the landowner receive it? Why
is an intermediary group being allowed to make a profit
instead of the landowner?
It is because a conservation
easement has come to not
mean protecting private lands
through partnerships between
a landowner and a land trust,
but is today a non-transparent
tool for the federal government to obtain private property without public knowledge
or approval,” she said.
The language
The limitations and controls placed over lands put into
Farming is a business of uncertainty,
a conservation easement are
what Hageman calls the scaribut here’s something you can count on.
est part for the individual who
chooses to enter into one.
Chevrolet presents this exclusive $500 private offer 1 toward the purchase or lease
“Many people do not unof an all-new Chevy Silverado — the 2014 North American Truck of the Year. From
derstand what some of the
the family of the most dependable, longest-lasting 2 full-size pickup in America, rest
wording means. These conassured your Silverado will keep you working without skipping a beat.
tracts are long and detailed,
1 Offer available through 4/1/17. Available on qualified 2014 and 2015 Chevrolet vehicles. This offer is not available with some other
offers. Only customers who have been active members of an eligible Farm Bureau for a minimum of 30 days will be eligible to receive
and that is for a reason. For ina certificate. Customers can obtain certificates at www.fbverify.com/gm. Farm Bureau and the FB logo are registered service marks
of the American Farm Bureau Federation and are used herein under license by General Motors. 2 Dependability based on longevity:
stance, Ducks Unlimited con1987–April 2013 full-size pickup registrations.
servation easements typically
state they are to protect the
wetlands, waterfowl, habitat
and ecological value. To protect open space, natural communities, biological diversity,
scientific and natural features,
water quality, etc... There are
a lot of ‘protects.’ It then says
they ‘allow’ compatible outdoor recreation and education,
livestock and farming uses,”
explained Hageman. “Notice
the difference in that language.
It is not to protect agriculture
CHEYENNE
GILLETTE
JACKSON
LARAMIE
RIVERTON
ROCK SPRINGS
HALLADAY MOTORS
WHITE’S FRONTIER
TETON MOTORS, INC.
LARAMIE GM AUTO
FREMONT CHEVROLET
WHISLER CHEVROLET
uses, it tolerates them, and that
BUICK/GMC
MOTORS
307-733-6600
CENTER
BUICK GMC
COMPANY
is significant because the land307-634-1511
307-682-8851
307-745-8961
307-856-9211
307-362-5677
www.halladaymotors.com
www.whitesfrontier.net
www.laramiegm.com
www.fremontmotors.com
www.whislerchevy.com
owner is not the one defining
the conservation values that
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Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation
2015 Legislative Meeting Agenda
(Agenda updates available at wyfb.org)

February 12-13, 2015 • Little America Hotel, Cheyenne, Wyoming
Thursday, February 12
8:00 a.m. WyFB Board of Director’s Meeting
11:00 a.m. Registration
Noon
Luncheon Sponsored by Mountain West Farm Bureau Insurance
Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance
- Raenell Taylor, WyFB YF&R Vice Chair
Schedules permitting, House Agriculture Committee Chair
Representative Robert McKim and Senate Agriculture
Committee Chair Senator Gerry Geis will speak.
**************************************************
1:30 p.m. Speaker - Keith Kennedy - Custom Ag Solutions
3:00 p.m. President’s Comments - Perry Livingston, WyFB President
3:10 p.m. Legislative Issues - Ken Hamilton & Brett Moline, WyFB
Lobbying Team
4:00 p.m. Membership Awards - Tim Pexton, WyFB State
Membership Chair
4:15 p.m. Free time
4:45 p.m. Sheep Committee
6:00 p.m. Legislative Reception
Cash Bar opens at 6:00 p.m.
Hot and Cold Hors d’oeuvres served at 6:30 p.m.
Sponsored by Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation
& Wyoming Rural Electric Association

Friday, February 13
2015 SPEAKER’S FORUM
Master of Ceremonies - Perry Livingston, WyFB President
8:00 a.m. Speaker – Jim Logan, Wyoming State Veterinarian
“Livestock Health Issues”
9:00 a.m. Speaker- Nephi Cole- Policy Advisor to Governor Matt
Mead “Governor’s Water Strategy”
10:00 a.m. Break
10:15 a.m. Speaker – Harriet Hageman
“Wyoming Wolf Management Plan”
11:15 a.m. Adjourn

$2,750 TOTAL CASH ALLOWANCE
+ $750 OPTION PACKAGE DISCOUNT

2014 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500
CREW CAB LT ALL STAR 4 WD
1

Not compatible with leases and some other
offers. Take retail delivery by 2/2/15. See
dealer for details.
2
For trade assistance, must trade in a 1999
model year or newer vehicle. For loyalty,
must be a current owner/lessee of a 1999
model year or newer GM vehicle. Not
available with some other offers. Take retail
delivery by 2/2/15. See dealer for details.

$3,500

TOTAL
VALUE1

PLUS, CURRENT GM OWNERS WHO TRADE
IN AN ELIGIBLE VEHICLE GET AN ADDITIONAL
$3,000 ALLOWANCE

$6,500

TOTAL
VALUE2

1020 W. Broadway
Jackson, WY 83001
(307) 733-6600
www.tetonmotors.com

February 2015

Page 11

2015 SaleDates:
Thursday, March 19

TITAN ONLINE SALE
wlivestock.com • Carthage, SD
Friday & Saturday, March 27-28,

PREMIER GOAT SHOW & SALE
Richmond, IN
Saturday, April 11

THE DAKOTA DYNASTY SALE
WH Lyon Fairgrounds • Sioux Falls, SD
Saturday, April 18

BIG DAWG SALE

Willoughy Sales Facility • Sheridan, IN
Tuesday, May 12

GEORGIA’S BEST ONLINE SALE

wlivestock.com • Dewey Rose, GA

Titan Meat Goats
Cameron & Jennifer Sasser • Carthage, SD
980-521-7458 • jlshokie@vt.edu

TITANMEATGOATS.COM
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Wyoming Classifieds
NOTICE
CLASSIFIED POLICY:
1) Wyoming Farm Bureau members
are entitled to free classified advertising in this publication for the purpose
of selling items they grow or make
themselves, selling used machinery or
household items, for posting wanted
advertising. Real estate sales not included. Each member family is entitled to two (2) free ads per month,
for 3 months, of up to 40 words each.
Member ads will be accepted by mail
at PO Box 685, Torrington, WY 82240
or e-mail to kclark@wyfb.org. Please
include member’s name and county.
2) Non-Wyoming Farm Bureau
members and WyFB members acting
as agents or dealers of products produced outside the member’s family
may purchase commercial classified
advertising at $0.50 per word, at a
minimum of $5.00 per ad. Discounts:
5% for 4 to 9 insertions, 10% for 10
or more insertions. Commercial ads
must be submitted in writing, and an
agreement regarding payment must be
made between Farm Bureau and the
advertiser.
DEADLINE:
Ads should be received by the 3rd
Tuesday of the month in order to appear
in the next month’s issue. Advertisers
are asked to check your ad and report
any errors. Contact: Email kclark@
wyfb.org or call 307.532.2002. Paid

WYOMING
LIVESTOCK

ads must be mailed, typed or neatly
printed, together with any payment
due, to Wyoming Agriculture, Farm
Bureau, P.O. Box 685, Torrington,
WY 82240. Free ads must be resubmitted by mail or e-mail after running
three months. Ads for which there is
payment due will run according to
agreement between Wyoming Farm
Bureau and the advertiser. Advance
payment is preferred for first-time advertisers.
NOTE:
The appearance of any ad in Wyoming Agriculture does not constitute
an endorsement or approval of the
product or service offered. The advertiser is liable for content of the
advertisement and any claims arising
therefrom against this publication.
The Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation reserves the right to refuse any
advertising not considered in keeping
with its publication’s standards.

LIVESTOCK
STOLL 25th 2-YEAR-OLD
LIMOUSIN/LIMFLEX BULL
SALE. Selling 25 Black Polled Virgin Bulls. Half are Purebred & half
are LIM-FLEX. Come and Celebrate
25 years of selling top quality bulls
with us on Tue., March 3, 2015, Riverton Livestock Auction 12:30 pm.
Like us on Facebook.

ROUNDUP

Wyoming's only weekly publication devoted to
agriculture, the Wyoming Livestock Roundup
reaches the majority of the state's agricultural
producers. We have subscribers from Jackson to
Pine Bluffs and from Hulett to Evanston.
Every major livestock auction and implement dealer
in the state regularly advertises in the Roundup.
Advertising rates and subscriptions can be
obtained by calling 800-967-1647 or 307-234-2700.

HAY
HAY FOR SALE. Certified weed
free grass hay for sale, small squares,
barn stored. Encampment area.
307.340.0551.

EQUIPMENT
1996 FORD EXPLORER Eddie
Bauer Edition. Runs good, new fuel
pump, newer trans. 1999 F350 dually super duty parts. Call 307-3275155.
CLASSIC CARS FOR SALE.
1958 Chevy ½ ton pick-up. Big

back window, 327 motor, excellent! $24,000. 1960 Chev Impala.
4 Dr. Sport Coop, Fuel injected 348,
New paint-interior-tires. $24,000.
1962 Corvette. Original, 327 C.I.D.
300+-horse power close ration 4
speed. $46,000. 1965 Corvair, original. Monza 2 door hard top, power
glide, 110 horse power, 66,000 miles,
15” new tires. $7,500. 1972 Chev
Cheyenne C-20 2 wheel drive. Original and perfect. Rides and drives like
a Cadillac pulls like a cornfed ox!
$16,000. Prices not firm but close.
307-664-2353.

New Members
ALBANY COUNTY

Ronald Mcquay, Laramie; Laura
Peterson, Laramie; Devon O’connell,
Laramie; Ludonna Stone, Laramie; John
Murdock, Laramie; Scott Hemsher,
Laramie; Michela Beck, Laramie; Kayte
Jenniges, Laramie

CAMPBELL COUNTY

Christine Jones, Gillette; Thomas
Rumpke, Gillette; Michael Crawford,
Rozet; Cristina Schimmel, Gillette;
David Byers, Gillette; Don Buckeye,
Gillette; Ryan Phillips, Gillette; Brian
Percifield, Gillette; Jason Oedekoven,
Recluse; Matt Spear, Gillette; Clifford
Oedekoven, Recluse; Douglas Millar,
Gillette; Christopher Albright, Gillette;
Robert Welch, Gillette; Robert Holum,
Gillette; Gary Williams, Gillette; Zeb
Goodrich, Wright; Joy Kennedy,
Moorcroft; Shilo Lundvall, Gillette; Jody
Holder, Gillette; Austin Hagen, Douglas;
Marcus Cobb, Gillette; Carey Hodson,
Gillette; Zach Bears, Moorcroft

CARBON COUNTY

Shorty Richardson, Elk Mountain;
Kindra Herring, Laramie; Paul Newman,
Saratoga; Kenneth Keeth, Saratoga;
Clayton Detterer, Roundup; Paul
Mccarthy, Saratoga; Mary Read,
Saratoga; Shanna Dady, Saratoga;
Gary Borah, Hanna; Brandon Archuleta,
Rawlins; Lori Weishoff, Rawlins; Chris
Weisenburg, Rawlins; Helen Weiland,
Encampment; Herb Seeley, Dixon; Tom
Beaubien, Rawlins

CONVERSE COUNTY

Randall Haefele, Gillette; Terry Moss,
Douglas; Daniel Geer, Douglas; Rodney
Coziahr, Glenrock

CROOK COUNTY

Marvin Garrett, Rozet; Kim Fisher,
Hermosa

FREMONT COUNTY

Robert Daniels, Lander; Tucker Hicks,
Riverton; James Steele, Riverton

GOSHEN COUNTY

Matt Galovich, Thermopolis; Elaine
Hovis, Torrington; Jerry Bowman,
Thermopolis; Chuck Berry, Torrington;
Renegade Ranches, Torrington

HOT SPRINGS COUNTY

Jeff Hurd, Thermopolis

JOHNSON COUNTY

Beau Gardiepy, Buffalo; Daniel Fraker,
Kaycee; John Terzich, Buffalo

LARAMIE COUNTY

Kimberly Upton, Cheyenne; Craig
Lavoy, Cheyenne; Charles Hall,
Cheyenne; Shawn Varland, Cheyenne;
Stephen Rechel, Cheyenne; Kenneth

Spear, Cheyenne; High West Energy,
Pine Bluffs; Zach Turner, Cheyenne;
Andrew Reutlinger, Cheyenne; Joseph
Sanchez, Cheyenne; Leslie Battista,
Cheyenne; Steve Wistrom, Cheyenne;
Charles Comstock, Cheyenne; Robin
Ahrndt, Cheyenne; Grover Castro,
Carpenter; Sherri Stolp, Cheyenne;
Richard Foster, Cheyenne; Travis
Smith, Cheyenne; Larry Perkins,
Cheyenne; James Lowe, Burns; John
Galeotos, Cheyenne; Greg Trujillo,
Cheyenne; Mary Mesa, Laramie; Jason
Bishop, Cheyenne; Stephen Mcnamee,
Pine Bluffs; Tim Mcinerney, Cheyenne;
Matthew Huffman, Cheyenne

LINCOLN COUNTY

Terry Brunson, Auburn; Boyd West,
Thayne; Vernon Schow, Kemmerer;
David Dory, Afton

NATRONA COUNTY

Phil Bryant, Casper; Brad Delano,
Casper; Evan Casey, Glenrock; Henry
Cuartas, Casper; B.T. Ladenburger,
Evansville; Jose Renteria, Casper;
Joseph Wyatt, Casper; Sacha Scott,
Casper; Michael Simoneaux, Casper;
Thomas Kent, Casper

PARK COUNTY

Vern Browning, Cody; Julie Price,
Cody; Russel Bogers, Buffalo; Chris
Good, Powell; Tina Riolo, Cody; Kirt
Cozzens, Powell; Julie Wilson, Cody;
Jeff Deines, Cody; Matthew Gallaway,
Powell; Kenneth Garner, Powell;
Josh Christofferson, Seattle; Thomas
Hall, Cody; Holley Kirkland, Powell;
Ann Quinlan, Thermopolis; Michael
Mcconnell, Powell; Sharon Hall, Lovell;
Rodney Lkaib, Cody

PLATTE COUNTY

Daniel Wedemeyer, Wheatland; Susan
Schomburg,
Wheatland;
Kenneth
Schloemer,
Wheatland;
Samuel
Rosengreen, Wheatland; Brent Cross,
Wheatland

SHERIDAN COUNTY

Debra Rauer, Sheridan; Patricia Lynn
Roth, Sheridan; Joseph Kosma Jr,
Sheridan; Donald Stoner, Casper;
Steve Miller, Sheridan; Angie Caster,
Wolf; Robert Loring, Sheridan; Bonnie
Wallace, Sheridan; Jason Torrence,
Sheridan;
Michelle
Gieselman,
Sheridan; Chris Labbe, Canby; Robert
Mcguire, Sheridan; Carl Parisi, Banner;
Josh Wilson, Dayton

SUBLETTE COUNTY

Steven Brown, Labarge; Andrew
Grazin, Big Piney; Jacob Jacobson,

See ‘New Members’ page 19
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The Agricultural Act of 2014: Important new programs and decisions for producers
Passage of the Agricultural Act of 2014 created
many new risk management programs for producers.
The new farm bill legislation has replaced some programs, created new ones, and increased overall risk
management options for crop and livestock producers.
Producers can reallocate base acres (for program
crops), possibly better aligning with their cropping
mixes. They may also consider updating yields on
those acres.
There are two new revenue insurance programs.
The Dairy Margin Protection Program (MPP-D) replaces the Milk Income Loss Contract. Disaster assistance programs have been reauthorized, and coverage for non-insurable crops is available through
the Non-Insured Disaster Assistance program
(NAP) coverage on a buy-up basis for some
crops. The legislation also created a new Whole
Farm Revenue Protection policy.
New Farm Programs: ARC/PLC
A significant part of the new farm bill, likely
to affect many producers, is the choice of new
farm programs. Producers may choose between
several options that protect against declines in
price and/or yield.
The payment-based support programs of
past farm bills have been eliminated (Direct and
Counter-Cyclical, and ACRE); these have been
replaced with two main programs, Price Loss
Coverage (PLC) and Agricultural Risk Coverage (ARC).
PLC makes payments to producers when the
effective price of a covered commodity for a given
year is lower than the reference price (determined by
the Farm Service Agency [FSA]). The effective price
is the higher of the market year average price or the
national average loan rate.
Payments are made equal to 85 percent of the producer’s base acres of the covered commodity times the
difference between the reference price and the effective
price times the PLC payment yield.
A choice of PLC for a farm can also include the
Supplemental Coverage Option (SCO) that gives a
producer the option of an endorsement covering a
portion or all of their crop insurance deductible and is
based on county average yields and prices.
SCO indemnities and subsidy rates are based on the
area (county) yield loss.
ARC can be chosen on a county (ARC-CO) or individual producer (ARC-IC) level. On a county level,
payments are issued when the actual county crop revenue of a covered commodity is lower than the ARCCO guarantee for the covered commodity.
The payment is equal to 85 percent of a producer’s
base acres of the crop multiplied by the difference between the county guarantee and the actual county crop
revenue for the crop (determined by FSA).
ARC-IC is similar, except it uses a producer’s individual crop data; payments equal 65 percent of the sum
of the base acres of all program commodities on the
farm, times the difference between the individual guarantee revenue and the actual individual crop revenue
across all covered commodities planted on the farm.
SCO is not available for ARC policies. When making the decision between ARC at the county or individual level, a producer should take into account how
their average yield compares to the county average.
The choice between these new revenue insurance

programs may seem daunting at first, but online decision aids can help producers make these important
decisions.
Two online tools designed by academic professionals from Texas A&M and the University of Illinois are
available on FSA’s website (www.fsa.usda.gov). These
tools allow a producer to input all of their farm base
acre and yield information and compare projected payments under ARC and PLC, as well as include SCO
and buy-up crop insurance. Example farm information
using one of these tools is shown below.
Example Wyoming Farm Using the Agricultural
Policy Analysis System Tool

New Dairy Support Program
The new Dairy Margin Protection Program (MPPD) provides dairy producers protection against milk
prices falling below a specific margin on milk. This
margin is determined by FSA and is calculated using
the difference between the all-milk price and average
feed costs.
Producers can purchase catastrophic coverage
(CAT) for a $100 sign-up fee and allows producers to
buy higher levels of milk price coverage based on their
production history. CAT coverage pays 90 percent of a
producer’s production history at the $4.00/cwt margin
level.
Producers can buy margin coverage up to $8.00/cwt
for an additional premium.
NAP and Disaster Assistance Programs
The Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) has historically covered crops not normally eligible for crop insurance for losses greater than 50
percent at 55 percent of the market price (established
by FSA).
In addition to CAT coverage, buy-up protection is
now authorized for NAP allowing coverage levels at
50, 55, 60, or 65 percent at 100 percent of the market
price.
The new legislation clarified some past issues regarding NAP coverage and forage insurance when
grazing. Crops planted or maintained for grazing to
be insured under NAP are not eligible for buy-up
coverage.
NAP as CAT coverage remains available for forage
crops grown for grazing.
Several livestock disaster relief programs were
permanently reauthorized. The Livestock Forage Program (LFP) provides payments due to loss of grazing
or forage.

The Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm raised fish Program (ELAP) provides
payments to producers for losses associated with
drought or fire.
The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) pays producers for livestock deaths due to drought, fire, or other
extreme weather events.
Whole Farm Revenue Insurance Available
As part of the new farm bill legislation, the Risk
Management Agency (RMA) will offer a new whole
farm revenue protection (WFRP) insurance program.
WFRP provides coverage for all commodities produced on a farm (including those purchased for resale)
with up to $8.5 million in insured revenue.
This policy was tailored for producers of crops
and livestock that may not be insurable under
other programs, including specialty crop and livestock operations and direct marketing businesses.
Coverage is available from 50 to 85 percent of
a farm’s approved average revenue (determined
by the farm’s whole farm income reporting).
Each commodity produced must represent at
least 8.3 percent of a farm’s total revenue to qualify, and losses for the year will be paid when the
actual revenue drops below the insured revenue
level.
For More Information
There are many new risk management options
for producers to consider under the new farm bill
legislation.
Sign-up and enrollment in these new programs
is happening on a shortened time frame, and it is important for producers to
Important Sign-up
begin assembling inforDeadlines and Information
mation to make these Base Acreage/Yield Update
decisions as soon as pos- February 27
sible.
The choice of farm PLC/SCO Election
program is one-time and - March 15
will remain in place for -Crop Insurance Sign-up Deadline
the duration of the farm (most spring planted crops)
bill –through 2018.
- March 15
Producers or acres ARC/PLC Election
that fail to make a program choice (ARC/ - March 31
PLC) by March 31 will
be automatically entered into PLC and forfeit any program payments for the 2014 crop year.
It is critical for producers who lease farmland on
a share basis to have their landlords in agreement
with program choices, otherwise PLC may be the
default choice, and no payment for 2014 will be
available.
Visit RightRisk.org/WY/FarmBill and follow the
informational links to the new programs, including the
online decision tools available from Texas A&M and
the University of Illinois. Links are also available for
programs recently presented around Wyoming, including slides, recorded presentations, handouts, as well as
other risk management topics.
_______________________________________
James Sedman is a consultant to the Department of
Agricultural and Applied Economics in the University
of Wyoming College of Agriculture and Natural Resources, and John Hewlett is a farm and ranch management specialist in the department. Hewlett may be
reached at (307) 766-2166 or hewlett@uwyo.edu.
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ESA reform
cies list, adding species to the
list is much easier. Environmental groups are constantly petitioning the federal government
to list new species under the
ESA. They often submit dozens
or even hundreds of petitions at
a time in hopes of overwhelming the agency, which can result in lawsuits, settlements and
eventual listings. The Fish and
Wildlife Service is supposed
to make listing decisions based
solely on the science of the species, not based on political influence or legal threat; however,
very rudimentary anecdotal evidence suggests some fallacy to
that assertion.
During the eight years of the
Clinton administration, 523 species were added to the ESA. Only
61 species were added to the
list during George H.W. Bush’s
eight years in office. The pendulum swung back again during
the first six years of the Obama
administration, as 278 species
have been added to the list thus
far. That means the Clinton and
Obama administrations have ac-

1895
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counted for 801 listings—a listing every 6.4 days—and nearly
half of all species listed in the
forty-year history of ESA.
This flood of listings, coupled
with the inability to delist recovered species strains agency resources, engenders distrust of the
federal government, is a catalyst
for litigation, and does nothing
to conserve our nation’s wildlife
resources over the long term. Our
leaders need to develop practical
solutions to streamline delisting,
provide adequate resources for
recovery, and limit the ability of
environmental groups to use the
ESA as a sword to further their
own objectives. Next month I
will highlight current proposals,
as well as other suggestions for
providing the ESA a much needed forty-year tune-up so that it
can serve its true and intended
purpose of protecting and recovering truly imperiled species.
__________________________
David Willms is an attorney
with the firm of Dray, Dyekman,
Reed, & Healey, P.C. in Cheyenne.
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CELEBRATING 120 YEARS

BREAK
NEW GROUND.
For New Holland, 2015 marks 120 years of farming
innovations. Join the celebration! Break new ground in
2015 with a SMART investment in high-quality New Holland
equipment. Buy now – before the start of the season – and
take advantage of 0% FINANCING* or choose CASH
BACK on select New Holland tractors and equipment.
Stop by today for details. Early buyers get the best value!
Offer ends March 31, 2015.

Lingle, WY
(307) 837-2261
NH-Boomer 35, 4wd, Hydro., Ldr ...................$20,350
NH 7450, 13’ Disc Mower-Conditioner ...........$31,500
NH-TV6070 Bidi., Loaded! Mega-Flow ........$146,900
NH-T5.115, 115HP, 4wd, cab, w/Ldr ...............$79,600
NH-SP130 swather w/HS-16 header .............$96,900

NH-BR780A, Net/Twine, wide pickup .............$18,650
NH L225 Skid Steer, Cab, A/C, 2 spd .............$44,900
NH-TS6.140, 120 hp, 4wd, ldr/grapple ...........$88,950
Haybuster 2650 Bale Proessor .......................$21,350
NH-TV145 Bidi., 1939 hrs, loader/grap ..........$78,950

*For commercial use. Offer subject to CNH Industrial Capital America LLC credit approval. See your New Holland dealer for details and
eligibility requirements. Depending on model, a down payment may be required. Offer good through March 31, 2015, at participating
New Holland dealers in the United States. Offer subject to change. Taxes, freight, set-up, delivery, additional options or attachments not
included in price. © 2015 CNH Industrial Capital America LLC. All rights reserved. New Holland Agriculture is a trademark registered in
the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or afﬁliates. CNH Industrial Capital and New Holland Construction are
trademarks in the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or afﬁliates.

Legislative Meeting
Matt Mead. On Jan. 15, 2015, Governor Mead released Wyoming’s Water
Strategy. According to the Governor’s
website, the Water Strategy has ten
initiatives which cover areas of water
management, development, protection,
conservation and restoration and detailed plans to achieve these initiatives
will be developed over the next year.
Following a break, Attorney Harriet Hageman will provide an update
on “Wyoming’s Wolf Management
Plan” at 10:15 a.m. The meeting will

GMOs
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conclude at 11:15 a.m.
Meeting registration
Visit www.wyfb.org for on-line
meeting registration and agenda or
you may call 307.721.7723 or e-mail
dgiroux@wyfb.org to pre-register by
Feb. 2.
Hotel information
Room reservations may be made
by calling the Little America Hotel at
800.445.6945 Please make reservations under the Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation block by Feb. 9.

From page 2

event. While most of the conference pushed for administrative action, a few farmers and ranchers
broadened the conversation to help
attendees see what sustainability in
action looks like. Julie Maschhoff,
Bruce Rominger and Joan Ruskamp closed the event by explaining the hard work and careful planning that go into providing healthy

food for our families, and for the
generations to come.
Panels like this are just a slice
of the conversation that thousands
of farmers and ranchers around the
country are ready for. Consumers
want to know the truth about what’s
in their food—and who better to inform them than the very people who
grow it?

Conservation Easements
From page 9

which the land trust comes onto the
property and identifies everything –
ponds, fences, buildings, roads, trees,
etc… in a written report and using
photographs and other tools. Upon
signing a conservation easement, that
baseline study becomes the source
from which every future decision regarding the property is evaluated.
“These are very important because
you need to make sure the baseline
study does not limit you. They can
eliminate any future development of
any kind – fences, water use, corrals
in addition to the most well known
limitation of housing developments.
Or, they can say something like yes,
you can fix a fence, but only with all
new materials. No rusty staples. We all
know that if you’re making your ranch
work it isn’t because you’re using all
new fencing materials,” she noted.
The poison pill
“Despite how it sounds, I am actually not opposed to the concept of
conservation easements. What I am
opposed to is perpetual conservation
easements – which means forever. In
Wyoming, that is defined at 999 years.
It is wrong that we have government
agencies and individuals making decisions today that will be in effect in the
year 2593,” said Hageman.
She recalled the 1970s and 1980s,
when U.S. citizens faced 17-18 percent interest and inflation, and the fact
that those who survived in agriculture
were the landowners with enough equity built up in their operation.

“Conservation easements are being used to devalue and limit use
on approximately 50 percent of the
private lands in the western United
States. What will happen if we ever
face another 17-percent inflationary
period? Right now our government
is in debt $18.4 trillion dollars, and
it is actuarially impossible for them
to pay that back. The only way they
can accomplish that is to inflate their
way out of it. While the immediate
tax incentives and lump sum of cash
involved in a conservation easement
can be appealing, the bottom line
is they will limit your equity to the
point that your note may very well
be called by the bank in such tough
times,” said Hageman.
Furthermore, the overall effect a
loss of private property rights will
have on the United States’ ability to
feed itself could easily become an ever
greater concern.
“The right to make decisions regarding the use of your private property is perhaps the most powerful tool
you have. If you don’t like being energy dependent, you do not want to be
food dependent. People in 1642 had
no idea what we would be doing in
2015, and we have no idea what people will be doing in 2563. For what is
a minimal amount of money over that
many years, a conservation easement
could eliminate your ability to make
decisions that ensure your operation,
or the agriculture industry as a whole,
is able to survive,” she concluded.
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Farmer’s Voice “Matters” in
Building Trust with Consumers
SAN DIEGO, Jan. 12, 2015 –
Farmers will need to engage in conversations with consumers for the
long term if they are to build trust in
today’s food system.
That was among the messages
delivered by Charlie Arnot, CEO
of the Center for Food Integrity
(CFI), at the American Farm Bureau Federation’s 96th Annual Convention and IDEAg Trade Show.
“Farmers are accustomed to fixing
things in the next production cycle.
Building trust with consumers has
a longer horizon,” said Arnot, who
presented findings from CFI’s 2014
consumer research into consumer
skepticism, trending attitudes and
trust-building transparency. The
research was sponsored, in part, by
AFBF.
The survey of 2,005 people
looked into the concerns and attitudes of three groups of people:
moms, millennials and foodies. Millennials are described as those ages
18-34. Foodies are people who are
more likely to seek out information
about food and food ingredients and
to share information about cooking,

food safety and nutrition.
CFI’s research showed that keeping healthy food affordable is a high
priority for all three segments. Arnot
called that finding “very good news”
for those involved in food production when it comes to talking with
consumers. “Everything you do can
be talked about in that context,” he
said. “If we address consumer concerns in that context, our messages
will be better received.”
Arnot said that demonstrating
shared values is more effective than
demonstrating competence when it
comes to building trust with consumers. “The goal is not to win
a scientific argument, but to find
meaningful and relevant ways to
introduce science and technology.
We’re really good at answering the
‘can we’ question. We need to get
better at answering the ‘should we’
question. Educating the public is
important, but it isn’t sufficient,”
said Arnot.
More information about CFI’s
2014 research can be found at:
http://www.foodintegrity.org/
research/2014-research.

Navy SEAL Preaches Calm to Perform
Best During Crisis Moments
SAN DIEGO, Jan. 12, 2015 –
Farm and ranch leaders from
throughout the country were
taught that the training individuals receive is what makes leaders during times of crisis. This
central theme was conveyed via
the extreme, real-world examples
of U.S. Navy Commander Rorke
Denver as he spoke at the American Farm Bureau Federation’s
96th Annual Convention and IDEAg Trade Show.
Denver connected his experiences in the military with farming and ranching, and provided
insights on teamwork and courage
when faced with pressure-filled
situations.
“When people are hungry, they
go to war,” Denver said. “Thank
you for what you do for this country. If it wasn’t for families and
people like you giving us something to fight for in this country,
there would be zero reason for me
to wake up in the middle of the
night and go fight our nation’s enemies.”
Commander Denver said the
Navy’s SEAL training program,

which he oversaw for 13 years,
provided him with many examples
of how proper training allows individuals in all situations to reach
a little higher than normal when
needed.
“I think we keep a little something extra in the tanks for when
we really need it,” Denver said.
“If you… look for where [you] can
claw, and scratch, and fight for an
inch, you’re going to find that constant [improvement].”
Relating to serving in leadership, whether it is in the military
or in agriculture, the ability to
stay calm and let your training
take over is what Denver said is
critical to performing when the
stakes are highest.
“Calm is contagious. If you
keep your head, you keep your
head,” Denver said, relating to
staying calm when leading others on the battlefield. “In 14
years of training, I’ve never
seen ‘calm is contagious’ proven
wrong. Calm is being focused on
the job at hand when you need
to do it at its most intense moment.”

Call
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Discounts
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J&P Grain Solutions
556 Recluse Road • Recluse, WY
www.call811.com

www.kindermorgan.com/public_awareness

(307)686-7797
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YF&R joint conference
show of hands of who thought
they were an influential person.
Very few hands were raised. By
the end of the presentation, that
number changed and the majority of the room raised their hands.
Troy and Stacy showed how to
be influential by reaching out to
people, attending meetings and
being prepared to share your story and make it applicable to the
person sitting next to you.
Next, two breakout sessions
were offered:
• “Telling your story through
photography” with Heather
Hamilton-Maude illustrated how
effective a good photo can be to
tell your story.
• Ken Hamilton, Wyoming
Farm Bureau and Wayne Smith,
South Dakota Farm Bureau, discussed “Agriculture and Legislative Issues in Wyoming and
South Dakota.”
Rick LaPlante, business and
leadership consultant, talked
about how a family operation can
be transitioned to an agricultural
business that blesses the family.
He emphasized it is important to

“be intentional and begin with
the end in mind” as you get the
conversation started on succession and management transition.
“Succession is a process of transferring knowledge and control
over time,” LaPlante stated.
Conference attendees enjoyed a
nice dinner and fellowship Friday
evening. Jeff Larson, with Farm
Rescue, shared the work done by this
organization. They provide planting,
harvesting and haying assistance
free of charge for farm families who
have experienced a major illness, injury or natural disaster.
After dinner, a mock Discussion Meet showcased the opportunity available to young farmers
and ranchers in this competitive
event. The 2015 competition is
Nov. 12-14 in Cody. The winner
of the state competition receives
$500 cash and a trip to the national contest.
Saturday morning began with
a presentation by Officer Robert
Haugen with the Wyoming Highway Patrol regarding load limits
and requirements for agricultural
operators.

Shaping the
Future
NEED A CHANGE? Interested in exploring an opportunity with a stable
company that has the backing and resources of a large corporate conglomerate
with a domestic and international presence? READ ON!
Sapa Extrusions Inc., Yankton, SD (World’s Leading Aluminum
Extruder) has several production positions available for qualiﬁed
individuals. Those with Manufacturing Experience will be given ﬁrst
opportunity and must be capable of working a 4 days on 4 days off (12)
hours a day shift schedule with overtime, must be able to lift up to 50
pounds on a regular basis. Must be reliable and willing to work your
way to the top. These positions are full time and include both night and
day shift openings.
Sapa offers a very competitive compensation package (starting wage
for entry level positions is $12/hour with $1.00 shift differential, paid
weekly) performance based merit increases every 3 months/beneﬁts
package (where else can you get Medical, Vision and Dental Insurance
and pay only $14.41 a week for single coverage and $42.81 a week for
family coverage). Sapa also offers quarterly proﬁt sharing (how would
you like to get an extra paycheck every four months just because
you helped the company make a proﬁt), company paid life insurance,
short and long term disability and ten paid holidays, a 401K plan with
Company participation and a Company sponsored retirement plan
which you become fully vested after three years of service. If you are
a hardworking, dedicated person who wants to work only sixteen days
a month then come join us.
Interested candidates please apply in person and/or by mail:
Attn: Jane Larson, HR Mgr. 2500 Alumax Rd, Yankton, SD 57078 or
email: Jane.Larson@sapagroup.com.
Equal Opportunity & Afﬁrmative Action Employer
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WyFB YF&R Chair Cole Coxbill (right) and SDFB YF&R Chairs Eric
and Ida Sander opened the Joint Farm Bureau Conference. Coxbill
welcomed the group and stated he is “Farm Bureau Proud” because the issues start at the local level and through Farm Bureau
producers can take those issues all the way to the national level.
Kerin Clark photo.
Three break-out sessions were
offered Saturday:
• “Beef Reproduction Strategies” with Chandy Olson;
• “A Critical Analysis of Conservation Easements” with Harriet Hageman, Cheyenne Attorney;
and
• “Grazing Management” with
Dallas Mount, University of Wyoming Extension.
Next, American Farm Bureau
Federation (AFBF) trainer Kyle
Perry presented “Extraordinary
Productivity.” In this interactive
workshop, participants recognized
the constant flow of information
coming at us from all angles. A
group exercise went through a person’s day and helped people to recognize distractions and renew their
focus on scheduling the important
“stuff” into their daily schedules.
An afternoon of area agriculture tours and dinner in Sturgis
concluded the conference. One
tour stop was at Blair Bros. Angus
Ranch. The Blair Bros. family focuses on breeding cattle that will
excel in the pasture, feedlot and on
the dinner plate. They are founding members of US Premium Beef
which guided their breeding objectives because they were shown the
kind of carcass for which the pack-

Great conversations took place
at the Joint YF&R Conference
as farmers and ranchers enjoyed
networking with like-minded individuals. Shown here are Crook
County Rancher Josh Taylor and
Campbell County Rancher Lex
Geer. Kerin Clark photo.

ing plant would pay a premium.
The second tour stop was at
High Plains Genetics, LLC which
is a professional genetics and artificial insemination business. They
work with cattle and horse genetics and breeding programs.
The tours concluded with a
fun dinner at the Loud American
Roadhouse in Sturgis.
Visit the WyFB YF&R Facebook
page for more photos and information from the conference. The
link is at wyfb.org.

Agriculture tours during the YF&R Conference provided a great opportunity for networking and seeing different agriculture operations.
Here conference attendees are touring the horse breeding facilities
at High Plains Genetics, LLC. Kerin Clark photo.
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The Energy Council urges EPA to withdraw proposed “Waters of the U.S.” rule
The expansion of federal jurisdiction, broader definitions and
regulation of new areas that are not
jurisdictional and the increase in
regulatory uncertainty were stated
in a recent policy statement by The
Energy Council as some of the reasons the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) should withdraw

the proposed “Waters of the U.S.”
rule. In the December 2014 policy statement, The Energy Council
calls for a replacement proposed
rule to reflect the necessary consultations that should take place with
the States.
“As co-regulators of water resources, States should be fully con-

sulted and engaged in any process
that may affect the management of
their waters. However, EPA and
the Corps have failed to consult
meaningfully with the States in
developing the proposed rule, thus
undermining the cooperative federalism at the heart of the CWA,”
says The Energy Council.

Additionally, the Energy Council urges the EPA to conduct a more
accurate cost-benefit analysis and
fully identify impacts of the revised
proposal on energy resource development and the energy industry as
a whole. Visit www.wyfb.org and
click on the “News” tab to read the
text of the Policy Statement.

Exciting Time
for Meat and
Livestock Sector

like no other
with no match.
all envy.

©2013 Purina Animal Nutrition LLC

SAN DIEGO, January
12, 2015 – An expanding
supply and strong demand
for meat and poultry will
create a positive outlook for
future livestock markets, according to Dr. Glynn Tonsor,
Kansas State University Department of Agricultural Economics associate professor.
Tonsor presented to farmers
and ranchers at the American
Farm Bureau Federation’s
96th Annual Convention and
IDEAg Trade Show.
“The meat-to-feed price
ratios will be very attractive,
which will create a multi-year
period of industry expansion,” Tonsor said. Producers can look for an expansion in pork sooner than in
beef, but an overall increase
in U.S. red meat and poultry
will occur in the first quarter
of 2015, according to projections. Tonsor also mentioned
that global demand for meat
provides a long list of reasons
to be confident.
Certain circumstances in
the U.S. could have effects
that push the market in either direction. Changes in
the economy like lower gas
prices and perhaps wage increases could allow for additional expendable income
for consumers to spend on
protein, yet the impact of
pork diseases such as porcine
epidemic diarrhea virus and
porcine reproductive and respiratory syndrome as well as
pasture and range conditions
have not yet been fully determined, Tonsor said.
Key political issues to keep
an eye on that could have major effects on livestock markets include country of origin
labeling, international poultry trade bans, a second beef
checkoff and public acceptance of scientific advancements, he pointed out.

You’ll ﬁnd decades of research and quality ingredients in
every bag of Purina® horse feed. Your horse can be more
responsive and have the energy and stamina to perform
at his peak every time. It’s your power to perform.
GILLETTE
FCA COUNTRY STORE
307-682-4468
www.fcagillette.com

Horse.PurinaMills.com

PINE BLUFFS
PINE BLUFFS FEED & GRAIN
307-245-3881

ROCK SPRINGS
SOUTHWESTERN WYOMING WOOL
WAREHOUSE
307-362-3022
www.woolwarehouse.net

SARATOGA
PLATTE VALLEY RANCH SUPPLY
307-326-5283
TORRINGTON
PANHANDLE CO-OP/MR. TIRE
307-532-3380
www.panhandlecoop.com
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Scientists in grass height and sage-grouse nest success study say facts being misrepresented
LARAMIE, Dec. 19, 2014--Scientists whose study found a positive
relationship between taller grass and
sage-grouse nest success are concerned environmental groups are
using findings to incorrectly label
livestock producers as responsible
for the birds’ decline.
The study is described in “Linking conservation actions to demography; grass height explains variation in greater sage-grouse nesting
survival” published earlier this
month in the journal Wildlife Biology. The article can be read at http://
bit.ly/grassheight.
Dave Naugle, the study’s principal investigator and professor in
the Wildlife Biology Program at
the University of Montana, said the
Center for Biological Diversity in a
media release the week of Dec. 19th
used the study to call for a uniform
7-inch stubble height requirement
across sage-grouse range as a regulatory mechanism to shut down public lands grazing.
“The center’s messaging is an
abuse of science,” said Naugle.

Online Extra!
More at wyfb.org
To read more about the conferences, speakers and activities
from the 96th Annual Convention
of the American Farm Bureau
Federation, visit wyfb.org and
click on the link in the “Online
Extras” box on the right column.

“Twisting the facts to further an
agenda only alienates partners and
slows defensible policy making.”
The study period was 2003-2007.
The scientists found a strong correlative relationship between grass
height and nest success in northeast Wyoming and southeast Montana study sites, which has helped
prompt new research, said lead author Kevin Doherty of the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service in Colorado.
“Our research has helped to spur
new research projects that are experimentally designed to evaluate
if grazing systems can be used as a
tool to increase sage-grouse populations,” he said.
Brett Walker, author and sagegrouse research biologist, Colorado
Parks and Wildlife, said the study
doesn’t address the role of livestock
grazing as a factor in sage-grouse
declines: the study was not designed
to answer that question.
“The study did not say overgrazing was a problem or that livestock
grazing is contributing to the declines in sage-grouse populations,”
he said. “Maintaining sufficient
grass height within sagebrush landscapes is important for nesting sagegrouse in the Powder River Basin,
but that’s important to ranching operations, too, so there’s a common,
long-term goal.”
Grazing is but one of many factors influencing grass height with
others including precipitation, soils
and temperature, said Jeff Beck, co-

Wyoming Teachers &
Students K-5th grades

We invite you to
participate in the 2015 WyFB
YF&R program
“Ag Books for Kids.”
Step 1: Check out “Extra Cheese, Please!” by Cris
Peterson from your elementary school library.
(Books donated by your county Farm Bureau)

Step 2: Visit www.wyfb.org, click on
education tab for contest details/rules.
County contest deadline: April 10, 2015

Questions: Contact Kerin
Clark, WyFB, at 307.532.2002
or kclark@wyfb.org.

author and associate professor, University of Wyoming.
“For instance, an early, wet spring
in 2003 resulted in the highest nest
success observed in the five-year
study,” said Beck.
The study occurred in some of the

wettest and most grass-dominated
sagebrush habitats in the 165-million acre range of sage-grouse, said
Doherty.
He cautions against applying the
findings to drier regions, including
the Great Basin.

Governor Appoints Doug Miyamoto as Director of
Wyoming Department of Agriculture
CHEYENNE, Jan. 16, 2015 – Watershed Management. He later
Governor Matt Mead has appointed earned a Master’s Degree in RangeDoug Miyamoto as the new Direc- land Ecology from the University of
tor of the Wyoming Department of Wyoming. He also worked as a WaAgriculture. Miyamoto
ter Rights Analyst in the
will assume the duties of
State Engineer’s Office
the Director on March 15,
and as a Rangeland Con2015.
servationist for the Natu“Wyoming has 11,000
ral Resources Conservafarms and ranches which
tion Service. Miyamoto
makes ag Wyoming’s
served as Agency Liaison
#3 industry,” Governor
to the Wyoming AssociaMead said. “Doug is a
tion of Conservation DisWyoming native, experi- Doug Miyamoto tricts and as the Agency
enced in rangeland manLiaison to the Western
agement and water rights. He un- Governors’ Association. In 2011,
derstands Wyoming agriculture and he was appointed as Deputy DirecI appreciate his willingness to serve tor of the Wyoming Department of
in this important capacity.”
Agriculture.
Miyamoto currently serves as the
“It is an honor to be appointed by
Director and Chief Executive Officer Governor Mead to be the next Diof the Wyoming Livestock Board. rector of the Wyoming Department
Doug graduated from Rawlins High of Agriculture. I am looking forward
School and attended the University to serving the people that comprise
of Wyoming earning a Bachelor’s Wyoming’s agriculture industry,”
Degree in Rangeland Ecology and Miyamoto said.

USDA Offers Renewable Energy and Energy
Efficiency Grants
The United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA), Rural Development, has grants for renewable
energy and energy efficient projects
in Wyoming. Grants range from
$1,500 to $500,000.
The Rural Energy for America
Program (REAP) Grant offers financial assistance to agricultural producers and small businesses in rural
areas for the purchase and installation of renewable energy systems
and energy efficient improvement
projects. Grants can be made for
25% of the eligible project cost.
Applicants must be agricultural
producers and/or rural small businesses (sole proprietorship, partnership, corporation or a cooperative).
Producers must obtain at least 50
percent of gross income from agricultural production. A business must
be located in an urban area of 50,000
or less, must have 500 or fewer employees, and $20 million or less in
annual receipts. All applicants must

be U.S. citizens or legal residents.
Types of projects for renewable
energy include: bio-energy, anaerobic digesters, wind, solar, geothermal, hydropower, and hydrogen.
Energy efficiency improvements
are improvements to a facility or
process that reduce energy consumption. At a minimum, an energy
assessment is required; if total eligible project costs exceed $50,000, an
energy audit is required. This could
include windows, roofs, insulation,
coolers, furnaces, etc.
Applications are accepted at any
time, and Rural Development is
happy to assist in preparation of the
application package.
For more information visit the
Rural Development Energy website at: http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/
BCP_Reap.html, or contact:
Debra Anderson, Area Specialist/
Energy Coordinator (Sheridan)
Phone: 307.672.5820 x4
Email: debra.anderson@wy.usda.gov
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Landowner coupons due March 1
CHEYENNE – Wyoming ranch- provides some of the best wildlife
ers and farmers are required, by state habitat we have. While this program
statute, to submit to the Wyoming started a long time ago, its value reGame and Fish Department on or be- mains. These coupons show that the
fore March 1 all landowner coupons people of Wyoming appreciate the role
and an affidavit form for coupons they private landowners have in maintainreceived from the 2014 hunting season. The coupons and
corresponding affidavit form
FBFS.com
must be received by the local
game warden or Game and
Fish office by that date.
Wyoming landowners receive $16 for each elk, deer,
or antelope harvested on their
deeded lands. The coupons
are included on each license.
The landowner coupon program was established by the
Wyoming Game and Fish
Commission in 1934 to at
least partially compensate
landowners for forage consumed by big game on their
property. The coupon program was passed into state
law by the Wyoming Legislature in 1939.
“Private land makes up
about half of Wyoming and

ing healthy wildlife populations as
well as providing access for hunting,”
said Scott Edberg, Deputy Chief of
the Wyoming Game and Fish Department’s Wildlife Division.
The form for submitting land-

owner coupons is on the Game and
Fish website
http://wgfd.wyo.gov/web2011/
Departments/Hunting/pdfs/
LANDOWNER_COUPON_
APP0000075.pdf.

You can’t predict your future.
But we can help you protect it.

New Members

From page 12

SUBLETTE COUNTY cont.
Afton; Harvey Norris, Cora;
Jason Morris, Pinedale

SWEETWATER COUNTY

Harold Reynolds, Rock
Springs; Zachery Page, Green
River; Carson Dove, Green
River

TETON COUNTY

William Bradof, Jackson;
Devin Cooper, Jackson; Jeff
Vandeburg, Thayne; Debora
Bentlage, Jackson; Wesley
Murdock, Jackson; Darcel
Hulse, Alpine

UINTA COUNTY

Travis Bluemel, Lyman;
Kathleen Kelly, Evanston;
David Wilkey, Evanston; Shane
Vinyard, Evanston; Barbara
Swensen, Evanston; Chris
Hofeldt, Ft Bridger; Deloris
K o l s c h e f s k y, E v a n s t o n ;
Josh Roundy, Evanston;
Michael Moir, Evanston;
Frank Gallegos, Evanston;
Dale Revelli, Evanston; Jack
Les m e i s te r J r, Ev a nston;
Danny Ekness, Evanston;
First Bank Bridger Valley, Mt
View; Donald Page, Evanston;
Kamryn Casady, Evanston

WASHAKIE COUNTY

Juanita Mora, Worland

Contact your agent to see how we can help safeguard
your family’s future with life insurance and prepare you
for a retirement that’s financially secure.

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services LI156 (2-15)
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2nd Place: A Boy
and a Tractor
by Jessica
Kern of Albany
County. “This is my
son Mason trying
to figure out how a
tractor runs.” Jessica
received $75 for the
2nd place prize.

3rd Place: Generations Fixing Fence by
Wayne Erickson of Goshen County.
Wayne received $50 for the 3rd place prize.
1st Place: Mabel
(Hereford Cow)
by Chelsea Baars of
Niobrara County. “Our
neighbor’s very demanding
cow, Mabel, struck this pose
just off of Kaan Road near
Lusk, WY.” Chelsea received
$100 for the 1st place prize.

4th Place: Sharing the
Haying Tradition
by Jessica Kern of
Albany County. “This is my
mother-in-law Andrea Kern and
my daughter Kaylee. This is how
traditions are passed down on the
family ranch.” Jessica received
$25 for the 4th place prize.

W YOMING
F ARM B UREAU
WHERE BELONGING
MAKES A DIFFERENCE

Chevrolet presents this exclusive $500 private offer 1 toward the purchase or lease of an all-new Chevy Silverado — the 2014
North American Truck of the Year. From the family of the most dependable, longest-lasting full-size pickups 2 in America,
rest assured your Silverado will keep you working without skipping a beat.
1 Offer available through 4/1/17. Available on qualified 2014 and 2015 Chevrolet vehicles. This offer is not available with
some other offers. Only customers who have been active members of an eligible Farm Bureau for a minimum of 30 days will be
eligible to receive a certificate. Customers can obtain certificates at www.fbverify.com/gm. Farm Bureau and the FB logo
are registered service marks of the American Farm Bureau Federation and are used herein under license by General Motors.
2 Dependability based on longevity: 1987–April 2013 full-size pickup registrations.

