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A legislative review
interpretation of the law. Because it is
an interpretation rather than explicit
law, the written statute needs to be
changed to make it more certain landowners are held harmless. This topic
will be examined in the interim.
SF 92 dealt with civil penalties for
persons trespassing. This bill would
have put the burden on individuals to
know where they were at, rather than
on landowners to have land posted.
This bill died in committee. Hopefully this topic will be brought forward
again.
The ability to sell non-inspected
meat, milk, and other products did not
pass. While Farm Bureau supported
this measure, many agencies and organizations raised concerns.
Several important bills supported
by Farm Bureau did become law. Two
eminent domain bills, HB 40 and SF
118, both became laws. HB 40 extends for two years a moratorium on
being able to use eminent domain for
electric lines that collect the electricity from wind towers and transport it
to where it is put in to the grid. Many
times these landowners are not part of
the generation system and do not receive funds from the project.
SF 118 deals with a landowner be-

Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation lobbyists participated in the bill
signing ceremony for HB85 which reduces the area outside of city
limits of which cities have jurisdiction. From left to right: Ken Hamilton, WyFB lobbyist; Keith Kennedy; Tim Sullivan, Albany County
Commissioner; John Kolb, Sweetwater County Commissioner; Rep.
Kermit Brown; Joe Vitale, Laramie City Councilman; Kim Starkey, Albany County citizen; Brett Moline, WyFB lobbyist; Rep. Glenn Moniz;
Cindy DeLancey, County Commissioner’s Association. Seated: Wyoming Governor Matt Mead. Photo courtesy of Governor’s Office.
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By Brett Moline
The 62nd session of the Wyoming
Legislature wrapped up the end of
February. Over 520 bills were introduced in this general session. There
were some disappointments and successes during the session.
One of the largest disappointments
was the passing of an increase in fuel
taxes. House Bill (HB) 69 increases
fuel taxes by $0.10 per gallon. This
bill will go into effect July 1, 2013.
The proceeds from this tax, approximately $70 million, will be distributed
among the state, counties, and cities
and towns. This 70 percent increase
may make applying for the fuel tax rebate worth the trouble.
Another disappointment was the
passage of an increase in most fees
collected at the county clerk offices.
HB 98 increases most fees by at least
25 percent. This bill also becomes effective July 1, 2013.
Several bills supported by Farm Bureau which did not pass include Senate
File (SF) 70. This bill would have reduced the liability a landowner faces
when persons trespass on their property. Cases heard in court outline that
landowners do not have a duty to warn
of unsafe conditions to trespassers. An
effort has been on going to change that
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Goshen County rancher and Farm Bureau member Lee Hageman reads “Star Becomes a Mother” to elementary students in
Goshen County. Hageman was joined by fellow Farm Bureau
member Cheri Steinmetz in the classroom presentations. Farm
Bureau members across the state are sharing agriculture’s story
through the WyFB YF&R “Ag Books for Kids” program. Cheri
Steinmetz photo.
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Equal Access to Justice for a few
By Ken Hamilton, WyFB Ex2012 and the government didn’t
ecutive Vice President
object to this filing.
Many people are aware of the efMeanwhile back at the ranch, the
forts to reform the Equal
Wyoming Wolf Coalition
Access to Justice Act
through its attorney Har(EAJA) in order to bring
riet Hageman, has asked
more transparency to the
the federal government
process of the federal
for their fees under EAJA.
government paying atThese fees, a tenth of the
torney fees. Based on
environmental claim, have
information researched
been argued over by the
and brought to light
same federal government
through the Budd-Falen
since April of 2011.
law offices we found out
Given this interesting
Ken Hamilton
that monies were being
development it certainly
awarded without the slightest effort appears the federal government,
by the government to keep track of through the Justice Department,
who received them and why. Thus, does not apply justice uniformly.
the need for some transparency and Perhaps the Justice Department is
oversight. We have also seen some concerned that these multimillion
of the recipients fight efforts to bring dollar environmental groups should
transparency and why wouldn’t be paid because they have resources
they? After all, this is something far beyond the troublesome ranchthat helps off-set their cost of suing er, sportsmen, outfitters and local
the federal government.
governments and they could use
The other aspect of this that some the money but those other entities
have wondered about is the some- should be denied because they are
times cozy appearance between poor.
these groups who sue the federal
Perhaps they feel that almost
government and the desire by the $400,000 is not a big deal, but
government to help pay their way.
$36,000 is a huge deal worthy of
Recently, several environmen- Justice Department attorney time to
tal groups settled with the federal file objections.
government over their attorney
Who knows, but one thing is apfees for suing the Fish and Wild- parent and that is the Equal Access
life Service on wolf delisting ef- to Justice Act is being applied less
forts in Montana and Idaho. The than equally by the federal governsettlement agreed to by the federal ment. It appears that if they agree
government will pay the groups with you they will send you a check,
$380,000 for their attorney fees. but if they do not they will send you
This request for money was filed an attorney’s response denying you
with the courts in November of your money.

Calendar of Events
April
9 ........Wyoming FFA State Convention WyFB YF&R Booth at Trade Show—Holiday Inn in
Cheyenne
10.......“Ag Books for Kids” county contest deadline
22 ......“Today’s Agriculture” (featured speaker is Scott Talbott, Wyoming Game & Fish Dept.
Director) presented by the Albany County Farm Bureau and partners at 5 p.m.—Hilton
Garden Inn in Laramie
24 ......“Ag Books for Kids” district contest deadline

May
1-2 .....WyFB YF&R Committee Meeting—Farm Bureau Center in Laramie
6-7 .....Joint Agriculture, Public Lands and Water Legislative Interim Committee Meeting--Powell
13-14 .Joint Judiciary Legislative Interim Committee Meeting--Jackson
17.......WyFB Charitable Contributions application deadline
31.......WyFB Membership Committee Meeting—Casper
31.......WyFB Board Meeting—Casper

June
3-4.....Joint Revenue Legislative Interim Committee Meeting

July
8-11 ...AFBF Board Meeting—Washington, D.C.
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April Showers Bring…Taxes
By Bob Stallman, American Farm
many moods to disease outbreaks,
Bureau Federation President
it makes running a farm or ranch
It’s that time of year again—tax challenging under the best of cirtime.
cumstances. Add a comBoston threw a tea
plex and burdensome tax
party to protest it; Shakecode, and the challenge
speare and Mark Twain
becomes even greater.
have prattled off quotes
To provide a fairer tax
about it; the Beatles even
system, Farm Bureau
dedicated a song to it.
supports lowering tax
Nothing brings people torates for individuals and
gether more than rallying
providing additional reagainst a tax.
lief from the capital gains
While taxes are nec- Bob Stallman
tax for farmers since they
essary for a functioning
are hit especially hard by
government and society (where the tax. We also advocate repealwould we be without public schools, ing the Alternative Minimum Tax.
roads and firemen or police officers), This tax no longer serves its origiif not reigned in, they can become nal purpose of preventing tax avoidtoo much for American families and ance by higher income Americans,
businesses.
but instead creates a burden on the
There’s one for you
middle class. While these measures
Taxes should never impede job would significantly help farmers
creation, higher wages and eco- and ranchers, it would benefit many
nomic investment. But, unfortu- other Americans and small family
nately, complex and unjust tax laws businesses.
have been doing just that. To get the
Other tax provisions, like the
country back on track, Congress is Health Insurance Tax and the Mediworking to reform the tax code and care Contribution Tax, also need reCongressional leaders say that noth- pealed. The HIT tax will raise insuring is off the table, which is good ance costs for farmers and ranchers,
news for farmers and ranchers.
making it harder to purchase coverFarm Bureau supports an over- age for themselves, their families
haul of the current federal income and their employees. The Medicare
tax system. The new tax code should Contribution Tax, which is a tax on
encourage, not penalize, success unearned income, will especially
and promote savings, investment burden farmers and ranchers since
and entrepreneurship. Important- theirs is such a capital-intensive
ly, it should be fair to farmers and business.
ranchers and other family and small
Benjamin Franklin once said
business owners. The tax system that nothing in this world is more
should be transparent and simple for certain than death and taxes. While
Americans to understand.
both are inevitable, the federal tax
Nineteen for me
code should be the lesser of the two
Farmers and ranchers work in a evils. Making our tax system fair,
world of uncertainty. From volatile simple, understandable and nonglobal markets to fluctuating operat- burdensome is imperative for all
ing expenses, from Mother Nature’s Americans.
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Agriculture’s Regulation Melee
By U.S. Representative Cynthia
to producers that pesticides used
Lummis
correctly would not lead to fines
Regulation; it’s become the ad- from the government. On October
ministration’s favorite instrument. 31, 2011 that all changed – apInstead of markets flourishing in plications not covered under the
autonomy, the private secduplicative
National
tor is continually laden by
Pollutant and Discharge
regulations levied under
Elimination
Systems
the false guise of protecwere subject to fines
tion through agencies
and risk of litigation.
acting out of their scope.
The courts ruled that
These actions have not
the EPA did not have the
only left America’s small
authority under the Clean
businesses grappling with
Water Act to exempt apthe blowback from the replication of pesticides. As
cession but they’re going Cynthia Lummis a result, producers folat it with a mountain of
lowing the label for apregulations on their backs.
plication were no longer in compliIn the agricultural world, these ance with the law and were required
regulations are another unnecessary to obtain a secondary, duplicative,
roadblock that carries dramatic con- permit. This case-by-case mandate
sequences which compromises the has resulted in additional costs to
security of too many ranchers and producers, potential fines of over
farmers nationwide.
$37,000 a day, and a general atmoBut it’s not just the amount sphere of uncertainty.
of regulations straining our agIn response to this red-tape asricultural industry. It’s also the sault, I am cosponsoring H.R. 935,
ambiguity and duplicity. For 30 Reducing Regulatory Burdens of
years, pesticides have been con- 2013. This bill removes FIFRA’s
trolled by the Federal Insecti- pointless duplicity, returning to the
cide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide manageable standards established
Act (FIFRA) providing certainty 30 years ago.

WyFB announces new member
benefit with Case-IH Agriculture
Wyoming Farm Bureau is pleased to announce its newest member benefit, a Tractor & Equipment Incentive Program with Case-IH Agriculture. Wyoming Farm Bureau
members can now take advantage of Case IH equipment
discounts thanks to a new membership value program.
Eligible Farm Bureau members will receive an incentive
discount – from $300 to $500 – when purchasing qualifying Case IH equipment from participating dealerships.
The discount is stackable, meaning it can be used with
other discounts, promotions, rebates or offers that may be
provided by Case IH or a Case IH dealership. A current
Farm Bureau membership verification certificate must be
presented to the Case IH dealer in advance of product delivery to receive the incentive discount.
Visit www.wyfb.org and click on the Benefits & Membership tab to learn more or call 307.721.7723.

Unfortunately these regulatory
challenges spread past the fields
and pastures. In 2010 the international regulatory framework of Basel III created new capital requirements on our banking system. The
framework authorizes standardized
bank capital requirements to be
used on an international level. Federal Banking Regulators announced
rules for the implementation of Basel III in 2012, including changing capital requirement and riskweighting loans. While small town
banks are familiar with the unique
nature of farm and ranch loans, this
top-down structure could negatively weigh on potential ranch and
farm loans.
To comply with the new standards, ranch and farm loans must be
factored into a risk weighting methodology which may not take their
unique nature into account. During
a drought like this year, producers
loans may be labeled as lacking liquidity giving them a risk assessment that requires smaller banks to
either carry more capital or deny the
loans entirely. More to the point, this
is yet another example of an administration over stepping its authority.

We must end regulatory overkill
to allow a richer recovery driven by
our nation’s businesses. And that’s
just what I plan to work towards
in the 113th Congress. I am now a
member of the Subcommittee on
Economic Growth, Job Creation
and Regulatory Affairs where I have
committed to rolling back the regulations weighing down this country’s private sector.
Washington needs to take a lesson from Wyoming and allow the
private sector regulatory breathing
room. Toward that end I now chair
the Repeal Taskforce of the Republican Study Committee and work with
likeminded Members dedicated to
creating a less intrusive government.
We are a country founded on the
entrepreneurial spirit of our citizens,
not on a government which chokes
off these innate abilities. My job is
to put America’s businesses, ranches
and farms in a position to succeed.
These job creators have proven their
potential to be great, but it starts
with limiting the size and scope of
government. It’s not Washington’s
job to force change. It’s Washington’s job to help enable that change
within others.

Legislative review
From page 1

ing able to collect legal fees when an
entity attempts to use eminent domain
and is found to not have fulfilled all the
requirements outlined in statute. Four
items must be proven for an entity to
have the power of eminent domain:
1) the entity has negotiated in good
faith; 2) the project is necessary for
the public interest; 3) the Wyoming
Constitution allows the entity to have
the power of eminent domain; and
4) the land seized is the appropriate
amount. Failing to prove one of these
aspects would be enough for a court
to not grant eminent domain. Prior to
this legislation change, to receive legal fees from the entity, the landowner
needed to prove all four aspects. This
law makes changes so a landowner
needs to prove only one aspect.
Several successes were achieved in
topics dealing with livestock issues. If
a Department of Transportation fence
needs to be repaired in an emergency,
such as someone driving through the
fence, brand inspectors and adjacent
landowners will be allowed to make
repairs, not just Department of Transportation workers.
In the case of emergencies, such as
wildfires, livestock owners will be allowed to move livestock across county

lines without getting an inspection
before the move. Owners will be able
to move their livestock to a safe place
and then inform brand inspectors. This
puts into law common sense. This is
HB 156.
HB 4 changes the re-recording of
brands. Currently, if a brand is not renewed within 60 days of expiration,
the brand would be declared abandoned. This bill changes the law so that
if the brand is not renewed it will become delinquent and the brand owner
will have one year to renew the brand.
HB 85 reduces a city’s jurisdiction outside city limits. Cities were
able to enforce city health and safety
rules and regulations 5 miles outside
of city limits. This law changes that
jurisdiction to one-half mile. This bill
also eliminates the city’s overriding
authority in this area. County Commissioners can override the city rules
within this new boundary. This is an
important issue for residents whom
live outside city limits and were being forced to abide by city regulations without being able to elect city
representatives.
More information on these and all
other pieces of legislation can be found
at:http://legisweb.state.wy.us/lsoweb/
session/SessionHome.aspx
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Young Farmer and Rancher News
YF&R State Chair Reflections
By Chalsey Kortes
memories! I have been so blessed
It seems like yesterday I was to serve with some of the best and
moving home from college to join finest young producers in Wyoming
my parents and start my adult life and throughout our country. I have
on our family ranch. The
also been equally blessed
three of us won’t forget
to serve with some of the
when the transmission
brightest minds in agriculwent out of the truck at
ture during my time on the
Bosler that day. Even
Wyoming Farm Bureau
though the trip home was
Federation Board. And
long, it was so refreshing
everyone in the state ofand exciting to be back
fice - is second to none!!
home and living the life
Plus, the lifetime friendI love - agriculture!
ships I’ve made throughout
That fall I was elected Chalsey Kortes our state organization are
to our state YF&R compriceless!!
mittee, and a short year later I was
Secondly, during my reflection,
elected the state chair of our great “lessons learned” comes to mind. I
group! The saying,” time flies when want to thank our state Farm Bureau
you are having fun,” definitely ap- for the resources poured into me to
plies to me!!
help me become a leader for the fuReflecting back on my time as the ture. The personal development, edstate chair - I am filled with awe- ucational and leadership opportunisome memories, times, and oppor- ties, and legislative involvement has
tunities!
helped shape me into the Farm BuPeople are at the top of my list for reau member I am today. The state

Legislative interim topics assigned
By Kerin Clark
Budget cuts, review of Department of Transportation and
Game and Fish Department full
budgets, and trespass laws are
among the many issues up for
review by the legislative interim committees. Legislative
interim committees will meet
during the coming year to discuss topics that were approved
by the Legislative Management
Council at the end of the 2013
legislative session.
Agency Budget Review
Every interim committee has
been asked to review proposed
two, four and six percent budget
cuts as submitted by the agencies designated for the Committees review last interim.
Joint Appropriations Committee
The entire budget of the Department of Transportation and
Game and Fish Department will
be under review. “In the past
only general fund appropriations came under this scrutiny,”
Brett Moline, WyFB lobbyist,
said. “Farm Bureau has supported this change for a long
time. It will make the process
more transparent and identify
areas of spending that need addressed.”

Joint Agriculture, State
and Public Lands and Water
Resources
The Joint Agriculture Committee’s first priority relates to State
Lands and Investments, including the State Forestry Division.
According to the Interim Committee report from the legislative website, the Committee will
review the process of federal notice provided to private property
owners within the state and other
related issues. The Committee
will also receive an update on the
forest condition and fire danger.
The second priority topic relates to animal cruelty provisions
and the role of the Livestock
Board in enforcing those provisions. “The law needs clarified as
to who has authority over pets,”
Moline said. “We prefer the Livestock Board not have that responsibility as their focus needs to be
on livestock issues rather than
non-livestock issues.”
The third priority will review
and clarify provisions for groundwater within the state. The topic
points related to this priority include: 1) clarifying the contested
case process; 2) the definition of
when a well is determined to be
complete; 3) clarification on adjudication of temporary permits;
See ‘Legislative interim topics’ page 7

and national conferences I’ve attended have
given me the opportunity to network with
tons of other YF&R’s
from around the state
and country. I’ve also
been awakened to some
of our fellow citizens
struggles to put food
on their table. Working
at a food bank in Indianapolis was educational
when the director told
climbed up on an oil derrick and visus about their backpack
program that allowed school aged ited a pecan farm in Tulsa; toured a
children to take food home for the flower farm and port in Jacksonville;
weekends to eat. We are not immune visited a cattle ranch and saw allito food insecurity in Wyoming ei- gators in Orlando; toured the Case
ther and I am very proud of what IH plant in Wisconsin; and saw rice
our state has been able to do through fields and a jellybean factory in SacAFBF’s program, Harvest for All. It ramento - just to name a few. Each
makes me smile to see our Wyoming time I traveled my goals were to
Farm Bureau members bring food represent Wyoming well and bring
home a new idea.
and monetary doI’ve told you were
nations and raffle
I’ve
been, what I’ve
items at our state
learned, and things
annual meeting.
“While hardships will
I’ve seen - and now
Also, the opportucome in our day to day life,
I am excited for the
nity to read to elI am confident in the role
future. My journey
ementary students
of the American Farmer/
is far from done in
on the national and
Rancher in supplying our
the YF&R program.
state level has been
world with the products she
I’m excited to see the
tremendous! Being
needs and am proud of my
growth in our state
able to share our
part in that amazing task.”—
YF&R and am enlove of agriculture
Chalsey Kortes, former
couraged any time
with our nation’s
WyFB YF&R State Chair
I am around these
youth is priceless.
And like the Johnny Cash song great people. To quote our immedigoes, I’ve been everywhere........ ate past national chair, Glen Cope
My time as state chair has afforded from Missouri, “Many of us grow
me many opportunities to travel, different commodities from differsee our great country, and to better ent regions of our great country, yet
understand the facets of American we still share the common desire of
Agriculture. I’ve seen a family ran living a lifestyle in agriculture. As
robotic milking parlor and toured young people we will play an imGettysburg battlefield in Pennsylva- portant role in shaping the future for
nia; visited a working cattle ranch American agriculture.” While hardand Pearl Harbor in Hawaii; saw a ships will come in our day to day
Food Distribution Warehouse and life, I am confident in the role of the
the Ford Presidential museum in American Farmer/Rancher in supMichigan; toured Monsanto and the plying our world with the products
Gateway Arch in St. Louis; saw our she needs and am proud of my part
nation’s capital, the AFBF national in that amazing task.
Editor’s Note: Carbon County
office, visited with our Wyoming
delegation, and the Brazilian embas- Farm Bureau member/rancher
sy in Washington D.C.; saw Pikes Chalsey Kortes served as Wyoming
Place Market and the Space Needle Farm Bureau Federation Young
in Seattle; toured the Chicago Board Farmer & Rancher Chair from
of Trade and the Sears/Willis Tower 2006-2012. She also served as a
in Chicago; visited an orchard in a member of the American Farm Buparish affected by Hurricane Ka- reau Federation YF&R Committrina and toured the French Quarter tee from 2009-2011. Her service
in New Orleans; strolled along the to the YF&R program continues
Riverwalk and saw the Alamo in as she serves as a Central District
San Antonio; enjoyed the Grand Ole representative on the WyFB YF&R
Opry and the Ryman in Nashville; Committee.

“
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Legal Update
--Two recent court cases that impact agriculture
Danielle Quist, American Farm
Bureau Federation (AFBF) Senior
Counsel for Public Policy, describes two recent court cases that
impact agriculture.
• In the first case, Decker v.
Northwest
Environmental
Defense Center, the U.S. Supreme Court issued a 7-1 decision reversing the Ninth
Circuit Court of Appeal’s controversial “forest roads” ruling that had required Clean
Water Act permits for forestroad stormwater discharges
because they were “associated
with industrial activity.” This
is a positive win for the forestry industry. AFBF filed two
amicus briefs, both with the
U.S. Supreme Court, supporting our interpretation of the
Clean Water Act to the benefit
of agriculture and our forestry
industry allies.
• On a less than positive note,
the District Court for the
Southern District of Texas issued a disappointing decision
last week, concluding that the
state of Texas violated the Endangered Species Act when it
failed to affirmatively use its
regulatory authority over state
surface water flows and diversions to prevent the “take”
of 23 endangered Whooping
Cranes. (The Aransas Project
v. Brian Shaw) AFBF joined
with the Texas Farm Bureau,
Oklahoma Farm Bureau Legal

Foundation, Wyoming Farm
Bureau, California Farm Bureau Federation, and Oregon
Farm Bureau Federation in filing an amicus brief to prevent
restrictions on water use by
farmers and ranchers. AFBF
will evaluate the legal implications for agriculture and consider any potential next steps
if this case is appealed to the
Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals.
AFBF Legal Advocacy Program
advocates for agriculture
Through its Legal Advocacy
Program, the American Farm Bureau Federation advocates beneficial changes in the law for agriculture through coordination and
communication amongst member
state Farm Bureau organizations.
Across the country, many state
Farm Bureau organizations are
engaged in legal advocacy efforts
on similar issues. The AFBF Legal Advocacy Program is designed
to provide a forum for AFBF and
state Farm Bureau organizations
to communicate about legal advocacy efforts and to develop strategies for making valuable changes
in the laws affecting agriculture.
Through increased coordination,
and AFBF’s collective experience in public policy advocacy
and coalition building, Farm Bureau organizations can focus their
resources for greater effect in the
legal arena. For more information,
visit www.fb.org and click on the
“Legal Advocacy” tab.

Ellis “Buddy”
Livingston
January 9, 1928 – March 5, 2013
Ellis F. (Buddy) Livingston,
age 85, passed away March 5th at
Weston County Health Services
in Newcastle after a long struggle
with cancer.
Buddy was born January 9,
1928 in Lincoln, NE to Herbert
and Zela (Jacobson) Livingston.
He had two sisters, Dee and Lynn.
His childhood years were spent in
Crook and Weston counties. He
graduated in 1946 from Upton
High School. He married Norma
Jean Mangus Nov. 10, 1949. In
1950, he received his BS degree
in Animal Science from the University of Wyoming.
After finishing college and working on a ranch near Devils Tower,
the couple moved to the Livingston Ranch south of Sundance.
They worked together renovating
the ranch home and buildings and
raised four children, Perry, Debbie, Janice and Doug, along with
cattle, hogs, horses, and hay!!
Buddy and Norma were active
members of Crook and Weston
County Farm Bureaus. Buddy
served in all local and county officer positions during his long
Farm Bureau career. He was a
member of the Wyoming Highway Commission from 1966

to 1972. Buddy was the Wyoming
Farm Bureau lobbyist from 1971
to 1996 while Norma served as
secretary during the legislative
sessions in Cheyenne. Buddy
was a 4-H leader, member of the
United Methodist Church of Newcastle, and Weston County Senior
Services board.
Survivors include Perry (Suzette), Travis (Kendall) and Christopher (Amanda); Debbie (Jim)
Austin, Beau (Ashley), Abigail
(Matt), Hannah and Leah; Janice; Doug (Peggy), Leslie (Max)
and 2 great granddaughters, Alyssa and Julie, and Kaitlyn. He is
also survived by his sister Dee
(Charlie) Rankin. Buddy was preceded in death by his wife Norma
and sister Lynn Locke.
Funeral servics were March
9th at the Newcastle Senior Center. Honorary pallbearers were
Pete Petra, David Holwell, Jack
Holwell, Merle Hamilton, Gerald Baird, Russell Davis, Jimmy
Hansen, Charlie Rankin and Earl
Christensen.
Memorial donations may be
made to the Wyoming Farm
Bureau Livingston Scholarship Fund, P.O. Box 1348, Laramie, WY. 82073.

WyFB comments on CCAA environmental assessment
By Kerin Clark
“The Environmental Assessment (EA) overplays the benefits
the CCAA (Candidate Conservation Agreement with Assurances)
could have and it underplays the
efforts currently going on in Wyoming to protect the Sage Grouse,”
Ken Hamilton, Wyoming Farm
Bureau Executive Vice President,
said.
“Our organization participated
in several meetings between the
various parties when the CCAA
was being developed and while
the provisions of the CCAA may
limit its usefulness, we appreciate the efforts of all the parties to
try and address some of the possible impacts a potential listing of
the greater sage grouse can have
on private ranch lands,” Hamilton
wrote in March 2013 comments

to the United States Fish and
Wildlife Service (USFWS). The
comments were on the proposed
Environmental Assessment to
the Wyoming specific Candidate
Conservation Agreement with Assurances for sage grouse.
According to Hamilton, the
CCAA itself has been a number
of years in development. “The Environmental Assessment is necessary to comply with NEPA prior
to implementation of the CCAA,”
He explained.
Hamilton expressed concern
over the lack of federal financial incentives identified in the
both the EA and the CCAA. “The
CCAA appears to ignore Section
2 of the Endangered Species Act
(ESA) which says the government
will provide financial incentives
to landowners for providing habi-

tat for endangered species,” He
said.
“The EA spends very little time
talking about any financial incentives that are supposed to be presented under Section 2 of ESA,”
Hamilton continued. “Instead, the
EA talks about negative impacts
that the landowner may be able to
avoid should an ESA listing occur.”
Hamilton commented the EA
overstated a number of items the
USFWS thinks can cause the sage
grouse to decline. “They talked
a lot about issues for which they
didn’t show any evidence,” Hamilton said.
“They misidentify livestock as
an impact to sage grouse,” He said.
“Then further on in the document
they identify livestock as a benefit
to sage grouse. Unfortunately, the

EA doesn’t reconcile these two
contradictory statements in an appropriate fashion.”
Hamilton emphasized there is
no science to support many of the
statements in the EA. “In an effort
to promote the CCAA, the document tries to portray many of the
current agriculture practices as
having an impact on sage grouse
when in fact the science doesn’t
support those statements.”
WyFB comments disagreed that
an umbrella CCAA is necessary to
lessen the impact of ranching activities on sage grouse. “The EA
identifies that continuing ranching can have a beneficial impact
as it relates to habitat fragmentation and this will occur regardless
of whether an umbrella CCAA is
implemented or not,” Hamilton
wrote.
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2013 Photo Contest
Everyone is invited to show off their corner of Wyoming in
the WyFB 2013 Photo Contest. Photo categories include Historic Wyoming (2 categories; Agriculture and Other), Wyoming
Icons (2 categories; Agriculture and Agriculture Supporting
Wildlife), Scenic Wyoming, Rural Life, Wyoming Agriculture
(photos of livestock, crops, farmer’s markets, farm and ranch
work, animal husbandry, etc.), Water in Agriculture, and Kids in
Agriculture. Contest deadline is January 31, 2014. Winners will
be announced in Wyoming Agriculture in the spring of 2014.
Winners will receive a $25 cash prize.
Contest photos have appeared in the pages of Wyoming Agriculture, in membership brochures, and in the displays we use
tell the story of agriculture at fairs and expos around the state.
We would like to thank everyone who sent in their photos to
the 2012 contest. We would also encourage those who have not
participated in the past to join in.
We look forward to receiving your photos celebrating rural
life in Wyoming, the beauty of our land and wildlife, the importance of a working water resource, and our future - the children
of Wyoming.
ADDITIONAL ENTRY RULES:
1. The contest is open to all members of Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation. WyFB staff and Mountain West employees working at the Farm Bureau Center in Laramie are
NOT eligible to enter.

PRESENTING A PRIVATE OFFER FOR
FARM BUREAU MEMBERS

$500
ON TOP OF MOST CURRENT OFFERS1

2. Photos must be taken in Wyoming. There is no limit to the
number of photos that may be submitted. Photos do NOT
need to be sent individually; all submissions from an individual photographer may be sent in one envelope.
3.Photos become the property of Wyoming Farm Bureau
Federation. The photographer’s by-line will appear with
any usage of photos submitted. Entries will not be returned.
4. We will accept color or black and white prints (no larger
than 8x10 and no smaller than 3x5). High quality digital
photos will be accepted. Digital photos must be printed on
photo paper.
5. Write the following information on a 3x5 index card or
similar piece of paper and attach it to the back of the photograph. Do not mount or mat photos for submission.
• Photo Title (not required, but fun if you have one)
• Photographer’s name
• Address
• Phone number
• Location and date of photo (any year is eligible –
need not be current year)
Mail entries to Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation,
ATTN: Photo Contest, PO Box 1348, Laramie, WY 82073.
Entries must be postmarked by January 31, 2014. Photos
will be judged by an independent panel.
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Wyoming Farm Bureau accepting
requests for charitable contributions
The Wyoming Farm Bureau
Federation is accepting requests
for charitable contributions for
2013. Each year the organization
is able to make charitable contributions thanks to a program offered by FBL Financial Group,
Inc.
“We are proud to contribute
financial assistance to organizations whose work benefits the
agriculture industry in the state
of Wyoming,” Perry Livingston,
WyFB President, said. “We encourage qualifying organizations
to submit their proposals to us so
they may be considered for this
year’s charitable contributions
budget.”
Requests will be considered for
organizations who meet the following criteria:
• The organization must be classified as 501 (c) (3) by the IRS.
• The organization must serve
Farm Bureau members or residents of communities where

Farm Bureau is an employer or:
• Industry educational organizations that provide direct or indirect benefit to Farm Bureau.
• Health organizations that promote practices or educational
programs beneficial to Farm Bureau.
Visit www.wyfb.org, click on
the calendar link for detailed proposal requirements. Requests are
due in the Wyoming Farm Bureau
office no later than May 17, 2013.
Mail to: Wyoming Farm Bureau
Federation, ATTN: Ellen Westbrook, PO Box 1348, Laramie,
WY 82073. For questions, call
800.442.8325, 307.721.7719 or
ewestbrook@wyfb.org.
The Wyoming Farm Bureau
Federation is the state’s largest
general agriculture organization.
Members work together from the
grassroots to develop agricultural
policy, programs and services to
enhance the rural lifestyle of Wyoming.

Legislative interim topics
and 4) determination of whether a
series of wells could be considered
as one well in certain circumstances.
The fourth priority relates to raw
milk and pest control compact. Regarding raw milk, the Committee will
look at what other states have done in
regards to raw milk legislation.
Their first meeting is scheduled
for May 6 and 7 in Powell.
Joint Travel, Recreation, Wildlife, and Cultural Resources
Committee
The joint Travel, Recreation,
Wildlife and Cultural Resources
Committee will examine areas of
Game and Fish Department concern including short and long term
funding and predator impact on big
game herds.
Joint Judiciary Committee
A bill that would have limited the
judicial branches ability to assign
liability to landowners when a trespasser comes onto their property,
SF 70, did not pass this session but
has been assigned to the Judiciary
Committee as an interim topic.
Their first meeting will be May
13 and 14 in Jackson.

From page 4

Select Natural Resource Funding Committee
This committee will continue to
review projects funded from the
wildlife and natural resource trust
account.
A complete list of interim committee studies can be found on the
Wyoming Legislature’s website.
Visit www.wyfb.org and click on
the “links” button on the right-hand
side of the page.
“The Wyoming Farm Bureau
will serve as your voice for agriculture at these meetings,” Ken Hamilton, WyFB executive vice president, said. “However, if you are
able to attend, share your story and
support Farm Bureau policy it will
have a tremendous impact.”
“We urge you to consider participating in the interim work that
will lead to the 2014 legislative session,” Hamilton concluded.
You can reach WyFB lobbyists Ken
Hamilton and Brett Moline at khamilton@wyfb.org or bmoline@wyfb.org
or call 800.442.8325.
The 2014 Budget Session will
convene on Feb. 10, 2014.

Mountain West Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company
recognizes agents at 55th Annual Agents’ Meeting
Mountain West Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company recently held its 55th Annual Agents’ Meeting in Sheridan, Wyoming. The annual
conference includes recognition of those agents who have achieved superior production and overall service during 2012 in the two-state business
operation of Wyoming and Montana.
Jason Bell of Cheyenne was honored as
Mountain West’s “Agent
of the Year” during the
ceremonies in Sheridan.
Bell earned the honor
for his outstanding sales
production and overall
service as a Farm Bureau
Insurance agent in 2012.

“Top Montana Agent”
honors went to Russ
Wolf of Helena, Montana.

“Top Wyoming Agent”
honors went to Garth
Simkins of Cheyenne,
Wyoming.

“Rookie of the Year”
honors went to Nick Smith
of Buffalo, Wyoming, an
agent for Mountain West
for over one year.

Kevin Gillaspie of
Great Falls, MT, was
awarded Mountain West’s
“Agency Manager of the
Year.” Gillaspie earned
the honor for outstanding sales production and
overall service from his
agency.
An elite group of Montana and Wyoming
agents qualified for Mountain West’s President’s Club. This award is presented to those
agents who were on goal in three lines of insurance: life, auto, and fire/liability. Those agents
who earned this prestigious award were: Chris
Anderson, Cheyenne, WY; Jay Cochran, Billings, MT; Eric Dirk, Great Falls, MT; Justin
French, Douglas, WY; Mark Martin, Sidney,
MT; CJ Mayer, Bozeman, MT; Tom Schulke,
Helena, MT; Andy Smith, Missoula, MT; and
Terri Stoltz, Thompson Falls, MT.

“Where Belonging Makes a Difference”
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Wyoming Classifieds
NOTICE
CLASSIFIED POLICY:
1) Wyoming Farm Bureau members
are entitled to free classified advertising in
this publication for the purpose of selling
items they grow or make themselves, selling used machinery or household items,
for posting wanted advertising. Real estate
sales not included. Each member family
is entitled to two (2) free ads per month,
for 3 months, of up to 40 words each.
Member ads will be accepted by mail at
PO Box 685, Torrington, WY 82240 or email to kclark@wyfb.org. Please include
member’s name and county.
2) Non-Wyoming Farm Bureau members and WyFB members acting as agents
or dealers of products produced outside
the member’s family may purchase commercial classified advertising at $0.50
per word, at a minimum of $5.00 per ad.
Discounts: 5% for 4 to 9 insertions, 10%
for 10 or more insertions. Commercial
ads must be submitted in writing, and an
agreement regarding payment must be
made between Farm Bureau and the advertiser.
DEADLINE:
Ads should be received by the 3rd Tuesday of the month in order to appear in the
next month’s issue. Advertisers are asked
to check your ad and report any errors.
Contact: Email kclark@wyfb.org or call
307.532.2002. Paid ads must be mailed,
typed or neatly printed, together with any
payment due, to Wyoming Agriculture,

WYOMING
LIVESTOCK

Farm Bureau, P.O. Box 685, Torrington,
WY 82240. Free ads must be resubmitted by mail or e-mail after running three
months. Ads for which there is payment
due will run according to agreement between Wyoming Farm Bureau and the advertiser. Advance payment is preferred for
first-time advertisers.
NOTE:
The appearance of any ad in Wyoming
Agriculture does not constitute an endorsement or approval of the product or service
offered. The advertiser is liable for content of the advertisement and any claims
arising therefrom against this publication.
The Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation
reserves the right to refuse any advertising
not considered in keeping with its publication’s standards.

LIVESTOCK

breeding, training and handling horses.
MISCELLANEOUS
Several rope horses available. Contact
Jim Bower at 307.388.4304. Custom
CEDAR SIDING: Approx 4000+
hauling available.
linear ft new 8” cedar siding for 1/2
price. $3000.00 OBO. For lengths
EQUIPMENT
available call 307.733.3334 or
eshelby@q.com
STEEL CATTLE GUARDS (2)…
BLIZZARD OF ‘49. 8 ½ X 11,
7 feet X 10 feet…$2,500 each or both soft cover, 334 pages, pictures, newspafor $4,000. 808.346.1420.
per articles, personal stories from those
ORIGINAL POWDER RIVER who endured and survived the worst
SQUEEZE CHUTE new deck. Pow- blizzard ever. $25.00 postpaid: Shane,
der River calf table, Pearson head 5150 US Hwy. 20, Node, WY 82225
catch-never used. 12 foot bow gate- 307.334.3127
Powder River. Fort Dodger ratchet calf
HAY FOR SALE. 150 tons third and
puller and accessories. 307.273.3126 or fourth cutting alfalfa in 3x3 bales $250/
307.705.7601.
ton; $380/ton second cutting alfalfa; big
NEW HIQUAL ORIGINAL round bales $200/ton. At Worland, WyoHORSE STALLS. 10’ x 10’ 14 gauge ming 921.9217, 867.2373.
steel. Can be set up as free standing box
GUN CABINET- holds 12 guns plus
stalls. We have all of the connectors and lockup glass doors and lockup compartlumber for the stall fronts. Lumber has ment for hand guns and ammunition.
been stored inside. Sell as a set. These 74inch ht., 43inch width. Veneer finish.
stall have never been used and are brand 307. 287.6159.
new! Call 307.281.2713.
FOR SALE: AKC GERMAN
FOR SALE: 8’ x 10’ Factory made SHORTHAIR POINTER PUPcattle guard. Excellent shape. Five-years- PIES. $500 for Males, $550 for Feold. $1,000 O.B.O. in Thermopolis area. males. Current on shots, dew claws reCall 970.260.3298.
moved. Contact Mike @ 307.682.4049
STEEL CATTLE GUARD—10 ft or mskadsem@bresnan.net
L x 8ft W $3800.00 Ph. 307.287.6159

REGISTERED ANDALUSIAN
MARES FOR SALE. 14-year-old
mare, microchip implant; light grey;
8-year-old mare, microchip implant,
grey and REGISTERED ½ ARABIAN MARE FOR SALE. 13-year-old
mare, half Arab, can only be used for
breeding due to foot injury, beautiful
conformation. Make offers. Lander, Wyoming: 307.335.7218. email: bbmala@
dishmail.net
AQHA GELDINGS, MARES
ALBANY COUNTY
AND COLTS out of Lowry Star JR, Andrew Konczewski, Laramie; Marurice
Doc O Dynamite and Colonel Freck- Gadlin, Laramie; Todd Hummel,
les bred horses. 50 years of experience Laramie; Dale Wood, Laramie; James

ROUNDUP

Wyoming's only weekly publication devoted to
agriculture, the Wyoming Livestock Roundup
reaches the majority of the state's agricultural
producers. We have subscribers from Jackson to
Pine Bluffs and from Hulett to Evanston.
Every major livestock auction and implement dealer
in the state regularly advertises in the Roundup.
Advertising rates and subscriptions can be
obtained by calling 800-967-1647 or 307-234-2700.

New Members

Kinchen,
Laramie

Laramie;

Heath

Wheeler,

BIG HORN COUNTY

Dale Nuttail, Greybull; Ron Morency,
Greybull; Jason Mickelson, Lovell

CAMPBELL COUNTY

Joshua Steed, Gillette; Jason Sinner,
Gillette; Garth Phelps, Gillette; Cody
Orgaard, Gillette; Dennis Nelson,
Moorcroft; Clint Miller, Gillette; Danielle
Strande, Gillette; Jeff Lind, Gillette;
Jennifer Lint, Gillette; Kris Koloski,
Gillette; Sean Kaplan, Hulet; Gary
Johnson, Gillette; Travis Heitmann,
Gillette; Nathan Anderson, Gillette;
David Mcdonough, Gillette; Dusty
Wainscott, Gillette

CONVERSE COUNTY

Dewey Githens, Douglas

CROOK COUNTY

Jerry Thorson, Sundance; Doug
Mikkelson, Rozet; Barry Adolph, Pine
Haven

FREMONT COUNTY

Cheyenne; Eric Todd, Cheyenne;
Greg Lanning, Cheyenne; Traci
Lacock, Cheyenne; Eliseo Garcia,
Cheyenne; Ross Gensel, Cheyenne;
Chad Willett, Cheyenne; Lowell Harp,
Cheyenne; Francis Minish, Cheyenne;
Tanya Boerkircher, Cheyenne; Jenifer
Brown, Cheyenne; Jonathan Speirs,
Cheyenne; Terry Renison, Cheyenne;
Terri Baumgartner, Cheyenne

LINCOLN COUNTY

Zachery Swasey, Kemmerer; Kassie
Clements, Sundance; Darin Taylor,
Bedford; Betty Abriani, Kemmerer;
Matthew Endecott, Laramie; Rachel
Mcintire, Kemmerer

NATRONA COUNTY

Jeff Baker, Casper; John Bequette,
Casper; Wendi Fowler, Casper; Frank
Martin, Casper; Elizabeth Schauss,
Casper; Devon Strain, Casper; Lance
Strock, Douglas; Jason Fox, Casper;
Michael Brower, Casper; Jerry Keeler,
Newcastle; Kay Page, Mills; Bryan
Buechter, Casper; Ken Phillips, Casper;
Annette Crain, Casper; Anthony Valdez,
Casper; Steve Dobby, Casper; Scott
Finch, Casper; Pete Maxwell, Casper

NIOBRARA COUNTY

Josh Martin, Riverton; Hector Rico,
Riverton; Kyle Lehto, Riverton; Brian
White, Riverton; Andy Snelling, Riverton

Larry Cundall, Glendo; Tamra Jensen,
Lusk; William Burt, Lusk

Wade Lippincott, Thermopolis; Joseph
Casciato,
Thermopolis;
Virginia
Novakovich, Worland

Abby Yager, Cody; Brandy Lovera,
Cody; Tony Siggins, Cody; Sue Taylor,
Cody; Laodicia Porter, Cody; Loren
Bales, Cody

Tom Northcutt, Cheyenne; John
Hostetter,
Cheyenne;
Catherine
Moriarity,
Cheyenne;
Jay
Cole,
Cheyenne; Dirk Miller, Carpenter; Daryl
Huhnke, Laramie; Lloyd Mcadams,
Santa
Monica;
Frances
Fintus,
Cheyenne; Max Foy, Cheyenne;
Howard Foster, Pine Bluffs; Thomas
Griego, Cheyenne; Jennifer Gorman,

Leonard Altenburg, Sheridan; Nick
Caywood, Parkman; Galen Chase,
Sheridan; Timothy Green, Sheridan;
Cody Wulff, Sheridan; Harriet Baker,
Sheridan; Michael Borner, Sheridan;
Kadi Adonis, Sheridan; Aj Kiehl,
Sheridan; Ryan Schilleman, Sheridan;
See ‘New Members’ page 10

HOT SPRINGS COUNTY

LARAMIE COUNTY

PARK COUNTY

SHERIDAN COUNTY
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For more information
RightRisk.org has a wealth of information and tools available to help develop and evaluate risk management strategies. These include budgeting tools
to help construct partial, enterprise, and whole farm budgets. Each section includes a guide to help producers through the budgeting process. Simply visit
RightRisk.org and click “Risk Mgt. tools” under the Resources tab to get started. RightRisk.org also lists numerous risk management-related resources,
including producer Risk Management Profiles, tools, and interactive courses designed to expand risk skills and management capability.

Partial budgeting: Useful tools available from RightRisk.org
James Sedman and John Hewlett
Partial budgeting is one of the first
steps in the budget-building process;
simply put, to quickly evaluate the net
effect on income of a specific change
in business operations. It is an important part of a comprehensive risk management plan.
Partial budgeting can breakdown
and evaluate how simple changes in
business operations will influence
overall risk exposure. Producers can
examine past risk management strategies (such as crop insurance purchases)
to determine the effects on profitability
– the gain or loss from following the
strategies. This can assist in future risk
management decisions.
The Partial Budgeting Tool Available from RightRisk.org
The academic professionals from
RightRisk.org have developed budget
tools to help producers build a better
risk management plan. Each budget
tool is an Excel-based worksheet and
a short guide with examples of each
facet of the budget.
There are two partial budgeting
tools available at RightRisk.org: simple and complex. For purposes of our
analysis, we will use the simple tool.
The simple partial budget tool examines the four effects of a potential
change in operations: items that add to
net income (added revenue and/or reduced expenses) and items that reduce
net income (reduced revenues and/or
added expenses). Once summarized,
the net effect on income is computed.
Big Horn County Farmers Utilize Partial Budgeting Tool
Big Horn County producers Ken
and Rich Riff are planning for the effects of drought on the coming production season. The brothers farm several hundred acres of sugar beets, dry
beans, and other irrigated row crops
(visit RightRisk.org for a detailed Risk
Management Profile).
The Riffs previously developed a
partial budget for a strip-till machine to
determine if purchasing the machine,
costing $25,000, was feasible for their
sugar beet enterprise. The Riffs found
that the added revenues and reduced
costs of the strip-till machine were
$200 per acre, while the added costs
and reduced revenues would be $91.88
per acre, resulting in a net benefit of

$108.12 per acre. The Riffs determined
purchasing the machine would be an
operationally sound decision.
The Riffs are also considering a
second technology enhancement: an
RTK (Real Time Kinematic) guidance
system. They view the RTK system as
a complement to the planned strip- till
machine purchase and overall shift to
a lower input system of farming.
An RTK system would allow the
Riffs to save time and fuel, increase
planting and fertilizer placement accuracy, and reduce overlap. The system
will cost $15,000 to install.
We will only examine their sugar
beet enterprise and assume the system
will be used on all strip-till, planting,
spraying, and harvest operations on
the 200 acres of sugar beets.
Riff Brothers Partial Sugar
Beet Budget
Using the simple partial budget
template from RightRisk.org and adding to previous budget information
from the strip-till machine purchase,
the Riffs make the following assumptions. In the added revenue column,
the Riffs still are conservative and assume a 1-ton per acre yield increase
by using strip-till ($60/ton sugar beet
price) and none associated with the
RTK system.
In the additional cost column, the
Riffs add the initial cost of the RTK
system of $17.32 per acre (assuming
a $15,000 initial cost, five-year useful
life, 5 percent interest rate, and 200
acres per year). Also in the cost column is an RTK subscription of $10 per
acre ($2,000/year cost spread over the
200 acres covered).
The Riffs cannot think of any reduced revenue that might result from
purchasing either the strip-till machine
or the RTK system. The Riffs already
determined that the strip-till machine
purchase would save them $140 per
acre in reduced costs (primarily from
eliminating tillage operations).
The equipment dealer suggests they
should expect at least a 10-percent efficiency gain in all field operations in
which the RTK system is used. In the
Riffs’ case, this would mean using it
during strip-tilling, spraying, planting,
and harvesting for a total of $19.90 per
acre in savings.
The Riffs also consider there may be

other, less-quantifiable benefits from
purchasing the system (such as reduced operator fatigue) but will stick to
hard numbers in making their decision.
When combining these additional
revenues, reduced costs, and added
costs, the Riffs determine that, while
adding the RTK system reduces the total overall net gain by $8 per acre, the
purchase of the two together will generate a net gain of $100.70 per acre.
The net gain is more than sufficient to
justify purchasing the system with the
strip-till machine.
This is a case in which considering the purchase of new technology or
equipment separately may not result in
a net gain (the RTK system) but, when
combined with the net benefit of the
strip-till machine purchase, makes the
purchase of the two together feasible.

Risk Management Planning
Partial budgeting can be an essential part of risk management planning
because breaking down an individual
change or decision
for an operation can
help determine the
risk
management
challenges for that
enterprise.
Examining previous risk management
decisions, such as a
crop insurance purchase, can show the
effectiveness of the strategy or management decisions as well. In this case,
the Riff brothers calculated an extra
$100.70 per acre in revenue could be
added to their sugar beet enterprise
from an investment in a strip-till machine and guidance system.
In the profile of the Riffs’ opera-

tion (available at RightRisk.org under
Resources > Risk Mgt. Profiles), the
Riffs used multi-peril crop insurance
(MPCI) to insure against losses in
sugar beet production. Evaluating this
risk management strategy in partial
budgeting terms shows the Riffs spent
$66 per acre in premiums to acquire
$1,090.13 in insurance coverage (85
percent coverage, $51.30 per ton price,
and an APH yield of 25 tons per acre).
Under the resulting indemnity situation, the Riffs’ production was 12.5
tons per acre. Their total indemnity
payments were $474.53 per acre. If we
plug these figures into a partial budget,
we see a net return of $408.53 per acre.
This amounts to more than a
600-percent return on investment in
terms of crop insurance. Assuming
production and premium costs do not
change for the coming year, the Riffs
should realize a net
gain of a minimum
of $34.70 per acre
($100.70 net gain
from the machinery
purchase minus the
$66 premium costs)
from the purchase
of the strip-till machine and guidance
system.
Their risk management strategy
will be enhanced
by the net gain from technology improvements that should cover the cost
of crop insurance premiums even if no
loss occurs.

James Sedman is a consultant to the
Department of Agricultural and Applied Economics in the University of
Wyoming College of Agriculture and
Natural Resources, and John Hewlett
is a farm and ranch management
specialist in the department. Hewlett
may be reached at (307) 766-2166 or
hewlett@uwyo.edu.
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A brief history of botulism
Submitted by Wayne Cook, Wyoming Department of Agriculture
Reprinted with permission.
A couple of weeks ago I was doing some research on honey for a
client and ended up with a short history on botulism. I thought it was
kind of interesting so I decided to
share it with everyone.

In the 10th century emperor Leo
VI of Byzantium bans the manufacture of blood sausage. Historians
believe this, as well as many other
food regulations passed through history, could have been due to botulism outbreaks. (Raw and undercooked meats are common botulism
poisoning culprits.)

In 1735 the first authenticated
case of the mysterious disease is recorded in southern Germany, again
linked to contaminated sausage.
Between 1817 and 1822, German
doctor Justinus Kerner published the
first accurate description of botulism
and calls the illness “sausage poison”. This later led to its scientific

name: botulus is Latin for “sausage”.
In 1895 the cause of a botulism
outbreak in the small Belgian village
of Ellezelles is identified: a smoked
ham eaten at a funeral dinner. Emile
Pierre van Ermengem, professor of
bacteriology at the University of Ghent, studies the victims and becomes
the first person to isolate and identify C. botulism bacterium.
In 1944 American Dr. Edward Schantz becomes the first
to identify the toxin botulin.
There are three main types
of botulism:
Food borne botulism
makes up about 15% of all cases and occurs when a person
ingests food that has already
formed botulin toxin in it.
Infant botulism makes up
approximately 65% of cases and
occurs when spores are ingested
by infants. The bacteria colonize
in the intestines, release the toxin, and poison the child.
Wound botulism makes
up the remaining 20% and occurs when wounds are infected
with the bacteria and secrete
the toxin.
Honey is sold with the
warning label, “do not feed to
infants less than one year of
age”. Bees naturally collect
the spores when they gather
nectar, and they mix the bacteria in their honey. Most adults
have a strong enough immune
system to handle it, but babies
don’t, making honey a common cause of infant botulism.
Botulism is a rare and serious disease caused by the toxin botulin, which is produced
by a bacterium called Clostridium botulinum. CDC says that
about 145 cases are reported
in the United States each year,
although modern medicine
makes deaths rare.

New Members

From page 8

SHERIDAN COUNTY (cont.)
Erin Scherry, Sheridan; David
Nelson, Sheridan; Charles Nelson,
Sheridan;
Maggie
Onstad,
Sheridan; Jack Wood, Sheridan;
Marie Zinteck, Sheridan; Lane
Thompson, Sheridan; Jenna
Suiter, Cheyenne; Sandra Thiel,
Sheridan; Brock May, Sheridan;
Jean Kimmel, Sheridan

The lifeblood of America.
They’re the humble heroes who rise before dawn and battle
the elements. They put clothes on our backs and food on
our tables. Their genuine values and tireless work ethic are

SWEETWATER COUNTY

an inspiration to us all. We appreciate all that America’s

Alexsander
Loredo,
Rock
Springs; Russell Yeager, Green
River; Matthew Thomas, Rock
Springs; Kelly Moffitt, Green
River; Timothy Pampuch, Rock
Springs; Jaron Robb, Green

farmers do and invite you to join us in saying thanks at
www.fbfs.com/SayThanksToAFarmer.
FB02-WY (3-12)

See ‘New Members’ page 11
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News Notes News Notes News Notes

New EPA farm fuel-tank
regulations start May 10
Those who store fuel, oil, crop
oil, hydraulic oil, surfactant, adjuvant and other materials on farms or
ranches must comply with Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)mandated Spill Prevention, Control,
and Countermeasure (SPCC) plans
by May 10.
The EPA’s new SPCC rule includes requirements for oil spill prevention, preparedness and response
to prevent oil discharges to navigable waters and adjoining shorelines.
“The SPCC regulations apply to
any farm if an oil spill from your
farm could reasonably be expected
to reach water,” said Sandra Frost,
UW Extension educator. “Many
farmers and ranchers will find it
simple to comply with EPA regulations while others, with larger tanks
on one parcel of land, will have to
hire a certified engineer and build
berms or dikes.”
Those who store more than 1,320
gallons in aboveground tanks (55
gallons or more each), or 42,000
gallons in buried tanks on one parcel
of land, are subject to SPCC regulations.
“Do not add together the storage
capacity on different parcels you own
or lease,” said Frost. “A farm may
have a plan for each parcel where
storage exceeds 1,320 gallons.”
The plan includes requirements
for measures such as security, employee training, overfill prevention
(alarms), system inspection, emergency contacts and secondary containment (dikes, remote impoundments, or double-walled tanks) if
required.
“In many cases, farmers can write
From page 10

a simple plan by writing down what
they already do and have in place,”
said Frost.
Tier I farms and ranches are
those with 10,000 gallons or less of
aboveground storage capacity and
in the three years before developing
and certifying a plan had no oil spills
to water larger than 1,000 gallons in
a single spill or 42 gallons each from
two spills within any 12-month period and that have no aboveground
oil storage containers with a capacity greater than 5,000 gallons.
“You may use the short SPCC
Plan template to create your SPCC
Plan and self-certify,” said Frost.
Tier II farms and ranches are
defined the same except they have
aboveground tanks larger than 5,000
gallons requiring certification by a
professional engineer.
“Create a full SPCC Plan and
self-certify,” said Frost. “Tanks larger than 5,000 gallons will require
emergency berms, dikes or other
containment systems.”
For sample forms and blank templates for Tier I and Tier II farms
and ranches, go to epa.gov and type
SPCC for Agriculture in the Search
field. Click on the SPCC for Agriculture link.
“Sign and put the plan document
in your office desk drawer,” said
Frost. “This written plan must be reviewed and updated when your farm
fuel equipment changes. Employee
training and inspections must be
logged on it. It must be reviewed at
least every five years.”
Contact Frost with questions
at 307-754-8836 or email her at
sfrost1@uwyo.edu.

New Members

SWEETWATER (cont.)
River; Heath Lehmann, Rock Springs;
Adele Bertagnolli, Rock Springs; Terry
Leonard, Green River; Michael Fleig,
Reliance; Budd Allen, Green River

TETON COUNTY

Kathryn Noyes, Jackson; Bruce
Hanson, Casper; Randy Grill, Jackson;
Barbara Moser, Jackson; Patty Cook,
Jackson; Amber Sullivan, Jackson; Eli
Cummins, Mammoth; Doug George,
Wilson; Grant Galloway, Jackson;
Chuck Dobkins, Gillette; Fred Staehr,
Jackson

UINTA COUNTY

Norton Bose, Robertson; Mark Brown,
Evanston; Phillip Beckstead, Evanston;
Chris Parkyn, Lyman; Ryan Richins,

Mountain View; Theodore Salas,
Evanston; Larry Bugas, Ft Bridger;
Derek Mathews, Evanston; Doug Hofer,
Mountain View; Jake Wright, Evanston;
Shailene Harnish, Laramie; Diana Gravitt,
Evanston; Allen Gerrard, Evanston;
Jason Hergert, Evanston; Kirby Lamb,
Evanston; Eric Busse, Lyman; Jim
Fackrell, Mountain View; Jim Dolezal,
Evanston; Brian Melle, Evanston; Kevin
Sidwell, Mountain View; Bobby Winn,
Lyman; Cathy Christy, Mountain View;
Kelly Warner, Evanston

WASHAKIE COUNTY

James Smith, Worland; Randall
Townsend, Worland; Jurn Wagner,
Worland; Chad Fox, Ten Sleep;
Michelle Miller, Casper

Wyoming Livestock Board
Trichomoniasis Board Order
The Wyoming Livestock Board (WLSB) passed a board order at its’
March 11, 2013 meeting reaffirming the Special Focus Area for Trichomoniasis and amending the requirements for Trichomoniasis testing. The
amended board order affects all cattle producers in Uinta County, Lincoln
County, excluding the area north and east of Fontonelle Creek Rd., and all
of Sweetwater County south of Interstate 80.
Trichomoniasis is a venereal disease of cattle which causes infertility and
early term abortion in infected cows. Infected bulls are considered affected for life and may transmit the disease to every cow they breed. Infected
cows will transmit the disease to any bull that breeds them. This disease is
economically devastating to the cattle industry and the board’s actions are
intended to help clean up the significant problem in Uinta, Lincoln, and
Sweetwater counties.
All bulls in the Special Focus Area not still nursing their mothers are required to be tested prior to May 31 and before being turned out with female
cattle. All bulls turned out must be identified with a WLSB Trichomoniasis
test tag and also must be branded with the owner’s registered brand.
Owner’s of herds without a single six month or less calving season must
gather all bulls and have them tested at six month intervals. In other words,
producers who calve year round or have both a spring and fall calving operation are required to test bulls twice a year.
Any bull exposed to a herd in which Trichomoniasis has been diagnosed
is required to be tested negative by three (3) culture tests OR one (1) culture
and one (1) PCR, OR two (2) PCR tests before being turned in with female
cattle.
The board has allowed an exemption from the test for virgin bulls purchased from seed stock producers. In order to qualify for the exemption, the
seed stock producer must complete an exemption application acquired from
WLSB offices and provide it to the Wyoming State Veterinarian for review.
Questions should be directed to State Veterinarian, Dr. Jim Logan, 307857-4140 or Assistant State Veterinarian, Dr. Bob Meyer, 307-777-6440.

Wyoming Beef Council Vacancies
Have you ever considered serving
Wyoming’s Beef Industry by seeking appointment to the Wyoming
Beef Council (WBC)? Now is your
chance to apply to become a leader
in the Wyoming beef industry. The
term for current WBC member
Spencer Ellis, feeder, expires June
30, 2013. He has served two threeyear terms and is not eligible for
re-appointment. The term for current member Dianne Kirkbride, producer of range cattle, also expires on
June 30, 2012. Kirkbride has served
one three-year term and is eligible
for re-appointment. These positions
are open to any Wyoming feeder or
range cattle producer.
The WBC is a five-member board
of beef producers, appointed by the
Governor to administer the Wyoming beef checkoff assessment according to the Beef Promotion Research Act and Order. The goal of
beef checkoff-funded programs is to
increase beef demand. WBC mem-

bers implement the provisions of the
federal order establishing the beef
checkoff, determine a yearly marketing plan, and evaluate the effectiveness of statewide checkoff programs.
The WBC consists of three (3)
producers of range cattle, one (1)
cattle feeder and one (1) dairy representative. Members must reside in
Wyoming and must own cattle. Each
member is Governor-appointed and
terms are three years long. Members
can serve two consecutive threeyear terms.
The application form can be
obtained by calling or e-mailing Ann Wittmann, WBC Executive Director at 307-7777396, ann.wittmann@wyo.gov.
Applications should be returned to
the WBC by May 1, 2013. All applications and a cover letter authored
by the WBC Chairman will be sent
to the Governor’s office in early
May for a July 1st appointment.
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Each category winning photo receives $25.
The winning photos will be on display at Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation office in Laramie
during 2013 and used in displays at various fairs
and expos during the year.
Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation wishes to

thank everyone who submitted photos to the contest. We received many amazing photos that may
be seen in upcoming issues of Wyoming Agriculture, membership brochures, publicity campaigns
and educational displays.
Photographers will receive credit when their pho-

tos are used. Thank you all again – you are helping
us build an impressive photo record of the Wyoming
agriculture industry and the people who keep it alive.
We will continue our Photo Contest in 2013. Look
for information about our 2013 contest in this issue of
Wyoming Agriculture.

Wyoming Agriculture: “Mowing Hay in the High
Country” – This photo of crop production on Laramie’s
high plains was taken by Alexa Kennedy of Laramie.

Rural Life: “During the Eclipse” – Holly
Kennedy of Laramie caught these shadows on the side of their barn during the
eclipse.

Kids in Agriculture: “Cowboys
can be Sheepherders” – A proud
young man winning prizes with his
sheep at the Uinta County Fair.
Photo submitted by Alta Barker of
Evanston, WY.

Wyoming Icons (Agriculture supporting wildlife):
“Mule Deer in the Pasture” – This mule deer mama and
her babies are enjoying themselves at the Kortes Ranch
in Carbon County. Photo by Kim Kortes of Hanna.

Historic Wyoming: “True Cabin on
True Ranch near Laramie Peak” –
This old cabin on an historic ranch
was photographed by Alair Austin
from Woods Landing.

Scenic Wyoming: “Western Skies”
– Jessica Grant of Glenrock captured
this uniquely Wyoming scene near
Van Tassell, WY.

Water in Agriculture: “Lounging” – Alexa Kennedy of
Laramie took this photo of their cattle lounging beside
the Laramie River on their ranch in Albany County.

