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Review of the 2014 Legislative Session
By Brett Moline
The 2014 Legislative Session
ended March 6, 2014. This 20-day
Budget Session saw over 300 pieces
of legislation worked by our Representatives and Senators. Over 120
bills have been signed into law by
the Governor. The following pieces of legislation highlight bills the
Wyoming Farm Bureau (WyFB)
followed during the session and are
now new laws.
House Bills
House Bill (HB) 4 deals with
dissolving the pest control compact

Wyoming has been involved in with
other states. This compact allowed
member states to apply for funding to combat noxious pests which
could move to other states. This compact has been dissolved because the
funding for the effort resided with a
501(c)(3) and the IRS wanted to tax
the interest on the account. This legislation removes statutes concerning
this compact. Given that the Wyoming Department of Agriculture will
still be able to combat these issues,
WyFB supported this bill.
HB 10 will allow the State En-

gineer’s Office to permit multiple
water wells which would be utilized
under one Environmental Quality
permit. For example, a drilling company needing multiple water wells
for fracturing will be able to obtain a
permit for water wells in close proximity, rather than getting a permit for
each well. To increase efficiency in
the State Engineer’s Office, WyFB
supported this bill.
HB 72 is the Omnibus Water Bill
for planning water projects through
the Water Development Commission. The funding allocated by this
law will assist entities to plan a project. Construction funding is allocated in a different law. WyFB sup-

ported this bill.
HB 102 lays out legal authority to
sage grouse implementation teams.
The existing teams were organized
under an executive order. This law
will give the legislature more oversight of the teams.
Senate Files
Senate File (SF) 6 clarifies the
procedures for contested cases within groundwater water districts. The
old statutes were only used one time,
but were unclear concerning appeals
of decisions. WyFB supported this
bill.
SF 7 will allow brucellosis funding to be used outside the DSA with
See ‘Legislative Session’ page 7
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By Ryan Yates, American Farm
Bureau Federation Director of
Congressional Relations
The Supreme Court sided
March 10 with a Wyoming landowner who challenged the Forest
Service’s construction of a bicycle trail on an abandoned railway
that slices through his property.
This case involves an 1875 railroad easement, of which there
are many throughout the western
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United States.
The American Farm Bureau
Federation filed an Amicus Brief
in support of the landowner.
AFBF argued that the United
States does not retain an “implied
reversionary interest” in land
patented to private owners. Nor
does the United States retain an
“implied reversionary interest”
in a railroad right-of-way easeSee ‘Brandt Case’ page 8

Wyoming Farm Bureau filed
petition for review against EPA
By Kerin Clark
president. “It appears the EPA is
Raising concerns over the En- taking the ruling on the boundary
vironmental Protection Agency’s of the Reservation for air quality
(EPA) December 2013 air quality purposes and expanding that deruling, the Wyoming Farm Bu- cision to other aspects of regulareau Federation filed a Petition for tion.”
Review against the EPA on Feb.
“The crux of the issue is how
18, 2014. “We are concerned not the federal government defines
only with how tribal regulation of the boundary versus how the state
air quality standards will impact of Wyoming defines the boundour members, but with “mission ary,” Hamilton continued.
creep” into other areas of regulaThe Wyoming Farm Bureau suption,” stated Ken Hamilton, Wyo- ports the State, which is pursuing its
ming Farm Bureau executive vice See ‘Petition for review against EPA’ page 13
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EPA reaching too far; reform needed before they take the stars
By Ken Hamilton, WyFB Execupossibly can and even after the U.S.
tive Vice President
Supreme Court has slapped their
When we were growhands the Agency still is
ing up, adults often enreaching for the stars. In
couraged us to “think
the Sackett case the EPA
big” and “reach for the
issued a compliance orstars.” As we grew oldder against a couple from
er, the advice moderPriest Lake, Idaho chargated somewhat to “just
ing them with placing fill
get a job.” Those dream
into a wetland which was
big ideals, however,
a “water of the US.” The
seem to be alive and
Sackett’s, represented by
flourishing over at the
Pacific Legal Foundation
Ken Hamilton
Environmental Protecwith amicus briefs from
tion Agency (EPA).
several groups among them the
The Agency has continued to American Farm Bureau, argued
reach as far up the watershed as it that EPA had no jurisdictional au-

thority since the area had nothing
to do with “navigable waters” or
“waters of the U.S.” After receiving this rejection of their actions by
the Supreme Court the Agency then
went back to the drawing board and
attempted to define away the term
“navigable waters” with a guidance
document that bypassed the Administrative Procedures Act so that
they wouldn’t have to be troubled
by that bothersome public participation.
After the outcry from that ef-

‘Waters of the U.S.’ Proposal

By Perry Livingston, WyFB President prevent the harvest of this natural reRecently United States Senator source and then watch it grow old,
John Barrasso introduced
become diseased and die.
S. 1966, the National ForThe next step in this proest Jobs and Management
cess will likely be cataAct, which would begin to
strophic fires or massive
bring some balance back
blow downs of dead and
into the process of mandying trees and an extendagement of our National
ed and prolonged landForests. For too long
scape which wildlife and
the United States Forman will have to avoid.
est Service has been unNeither outcome helps
able to manage their for- Perry Livingston our nation.
est resources and have instead been
On behalf of the more than 12,000
brought to a screeching halt by one Farm Bureau members, I would like
lawsuit after another. The results of to thank Senator Barrasso for takthis process have provided the Wyo- ing this first step to try and develming forest landscape millions of op a workable plan to mitigate the
acres of dead and dying trees.
disastrous policies which have all
As agricultural producers we rec- but destroyed our national forests
ognize that all species, including for anything but a massive “match”
trees, have a finite life span. We as awaiting the right conditions to bea nation can take advantage of that come a conflagration.
fact and harvest older trees and use
We certainly understand that getthem to provide affordable homes ting this piece of legislation through
and other valuable wood products the Senate will itself be an uphill
all the while providing jobs for Wy- battle, but one which will benefit a
oming citizens. Or, and this has been large number of U.S. citizens if it is
the case for the last 40 years, we can successful.

fort, they went back to the drawing
board and came back with a rule
to define “waters of the U.S.” After many groups received a leaked
copy of the proposed rules it became obvious that the Agency was
once again trying to overturn the
Supreme Court’s limitations.
When Congress wrote the Clean
Water Act, they made sure it only
applied to “navigable waters.” Over
the years the courts have expanded
that definition to include areas that
See ‘EPA overreach’ page 5

Senator Barrasso introduces bill to help
Administration to Publish Misguided management of National Forests

By Bob Stallman, American Farm
within a state, no matter how small or
Bureau Federation President
seemingly unconnected to a federal inThe administration ofterest.
ten talks about creating
Farmers and other landjobs, and with millions out
owners should be concerned
of work the White House
that the federal government
is right to focus on the isis proposing to regulate
sue. So it’s puzzling that
ditches and, in some cases,
the administration would
even dry land. Based on a
consider a proposal that
leaked version of the rule,
will hurt farms and other
any landscape feature that
businesses, making it more
could be found to contribBob Stallman
difficult to create jobs.
ute any flow that eventually
The administration is about to pro- reaches a water of the U.S. would be
pose regulations to broadly expand the regulated the same as the Mighty Misscope of the Clean Water Act. When sissippi! More landowners will have
Congress wrote the law, it was clear to apply for federal permits to make
that it only applied to navigable waters changes in how they use their land.
or, as the law names them, “waters of Uncertainty about whether the governthe U.S.” Two Supreme Court deci- ment would issue a permit could be an
sions have reaffirmed that those terms innovation killer.
do not cover all waters.
Ineffective Exemptions
However, the impending proposal
EPA has claimed that the proposal
would effectively eliminate any con- won’t be so bad because of exempstraints those terms now impose on tions. The exemptions may help some
federal jurisdiction. It would let EPA avoid costly permit requirements, but
and the Corps of Engineers regulate the agencies have so narrowed them
See ‘Waters of the U.S.’ page 3
virtually any and all waters found

Calendar of Events
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June
2-3 .......Joint Revenue Interim Legislative Committee Meeting--Buffalo
July
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17-18 ....Joint Judiciary Interim Legislative Committee Meeting--Newcastle
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Farmers, ranchers cheer passage of water rights bill
Reprinted from FBNews, the official newspaper of the American
Farm Bureau Federation
March 18, 2014-The House of
Representatives on March 14 approved Farm Bureau-supported legislation (H.R. 3189) that recognizes
states’ long-standing authority to
confer water rights and retains the
position that the federal government
will respect those lawfully acquired
rights.
“The Water Rights Protection
Act does not expand rights for individuals at the expense of any federal
agency, nor does it in any way limit
or constrain existing rights held by
the U.S. Forest Service or the Bureau of Land Management,” noted
Ryan Yates, American Farm Bureau
Federation water rights specialist.
In protecting privately held water
rights, prohibiting federal takings
and upholding state water law, the
bill would prohibit agencies within
USDA and the Department of the
Interior from imposing conditions
through the permit process that
would require the transfer of privately held water rights to the federal government in order to receive
or renew the federal permit for the
use of land. It also would prohibit
the Secretary of the Interior and the
Secretary of Agriculture from requiring water users to acquire rights

for the United States rather than for
the water users themselves.
The bill protects water users by
prohibiting federal agencies from
extorting water rights through the
use of permits, leases and other
land management arrangements, for
which the federal government would
otherwise have to pay just compensation under the Fifth Amendment
of the Constitution.
During debate on the bill, lawmakers rejected a Farm Bureauopposed amendment to the legislation. Introduced by Rep. Jared Polis
(D-Colo.), the amendment was in
direct contrast to the original intent
of the legislation, which is to assure
that existing state and federal laws
are respected. Instead, according
to Farm Bureau, the Polis proposal
would have treated owners of state
water rights in an unequal, unprecedented fashion.
“It would carve out certain protections for one class of user while
explicitly excluding others-even
though the second group has an
equally legitimate right to protection under the law,” American
Farm Bureau Federation President
Bob Stallman wrote in a letter to
House lawmakers. “There is no
sound basis for supporting such an
approach, and we urge all members to vote against this harmful

amendment.”
The Water Rights Protection
Act was drafted in response to the
USFS’ attempt to implement a water clause for ski area permit holders
that required ski areas to turn over
privately-held water rights without
compensation in order to receive a
renewed USFS land permit. USFS
first tried to put the water clause in
place in 2011, but in December 2012
a federal district court in Colorado
struck it down.

Waters of the U.S.
that most farming activities do not
qualify. If a young, beginning farmer
changed his grandfather’s land from,
say, a cornfield to an apple orchard, he
would have to get a permit or face up
to $37,500 a day in fines. Homebuilders and other industries that fuel our
economy would face similar requirements.
Also, the existing exemption for
agricultural stormwater—water that
stands on a field after a heavy rain—
would no longer benefit farmers because the land underneath would be
subject to federal regulation.
Economic Impact
EPA had to do an economic impact

Chocolate Chip Dip Recipe
For Fruit and Crackers

From page 2

analysis of the proposal and it did—
sort of. Through selective use of data
and outdated studies, by not addressing all the costs of getting permits and
by dramatically underestimating the
acreage affected, the analysis cooks
the books in favor of the proposed
rule. Other economists say the government’s analysis doesn’t hold water.
You would think that with the economic challenges we face and with
such an unsound basis for the proposed rule the administration would
shelve it. Instead, it is likely to publish
it soon. Then we will see how serious
the administration is about growing
the economy and creating jobs.

like no other
with no match.

Submitted by Ellen Westbrook, Albany County
• 1 package (8 ounces) cream cheese, softened
• 1/2 cup butter, softened
• 3/4 cup confectioners’ sugar
• 2 tablespoons brown sugar
• 1 teaspoon vanilla extract
• 1 cup (6 ounces) miniature semisweet chocolate chips
• Graham cracker sticks
• Apple Slices
• Strawberries
In a small bowl, beat cream cheese and butter until light
and fluffy. Add the sugars and vanilla; beat until smooth.
Stir in chocolate chips. Serve with graham cracker sticks
and fresh fruit of choice. Makes about 2 cups.

all envy.

©2013 Purina Animal Nutrition LLC

Please send your favorite recipes to take to Brandings
for the May issue. The deadline is April 14. Email to dgiroux@wyfb.org or mail to: Dominique Giroux, WyFB,
PO Box 1348, Laramie, WY 82073.

Now, according to Sen. Mike Crapo (R-Idaho), a sponsor of the Senate companion bill, USFS is again
trying to push this policy through
a revised water clause. Farmers
and ranchers are worried that if the
USFS is allowed to move forward, it
will open the door for other federal
agencies like the BLM to implement
a similar policy for grazing permits
and other multiple-use activities that
require a federal land use permit and
involves the use of water.

You’ll ﬁnd decades of research and quality ingredients in
every bag of Purina® horse feed. Your horse can be more
responsive and have the energy and stamina to perform
at his peak every time. It’s your power to perform.

Horse.PurinaMills.com

ROCK SPRINGS
SOUTHWESTERN WYOMING
WOOL WAREHOUSE
307-362-3022
www.woolwarehouse.net

TORRINGTON
PANHANDLE CO-OP/MR. TIRE
307-532-3380
www.panhandlecoop.com
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Legislative interim topics assigned
By Kerin Clark
Energy development impacts to
landowners, telecommunications
and driver’s license requirements
for agriculture producers are among
the many issues up for review by
the legislative interim committees.
Legislative interim committees will
meet during the coming year to discuss topics that were approved by
the Legislative Management Council at the end of the 2014 legislative
session.
Joint Agriculture, State and
Public Lands and Water Resources
The Agriculture Committee will
examine animal welfare issues to
determine the overlap and gaps related to Title 6 and Title 11 related
to household pets and the role of the
Livestock Board or other state agencies in the enforcement of those provisions. They will also look at issues
dealing with energy development
including pipeline liability and remediation of pipeline leaks.
The issue of public or private entities seeking designations to private
property is another topic for this
committee. “Some county, zoning
and planning departments are mak-

ing designations for private land
and the landowners are never notified,” Brett Moline, WyFB Director
of Public and Government Affairs,
said. “We want to get into statutes
that these notifications must be
made.”
According to the Legislative
website report, this committee will
receive reports and updates on a
number of issues and recommend
legislative action if required. Among
those topics, they will consider a dry
bean check-off and removing the
monetary limit on the beef checkoff. The Livestock Board disease
traceability program and water issues are also on the list of consideration.
The first meeting is tentatively
scheduled for April 22-23 in Worland.
Joint Corporations Committee
The Corporations Committee
will review the Telecommunications
Act which is scheduled to sunset in
2015.
Joint Transportation Committee
The Transportation Committee
will investigate options of driver license requirements for agriculture

producers, including CDL requirements and general weight restrictions. The issue of REAL ID opt out
options will be considered. According to the interim committee report,
this will include time periods for
driver’s license renewals.
Joint Minerals Committee
The Minerals Committee will
look at issues facing private landowners and state lands concerning
energy development. According to
the Interim Committee Report, the
issues will include, but not be limited to: 1) orphaned and abandoned
wells; 2) flaring of wells; and 3) oil
and gas well bond or other guaranty
requirements, including the process
for split estate bonding.
Joint Judiciary Committee
The Judiciary Committee will examine the issue of criminal trespass
for data collection and consider if
laws need to be changed to help alleviate the problem of illegally gathering data. Their first meeting will
be May 12-13 in Rawlins.
Select Federal Natural Resource Management Committee
The Select Federal Natural
Resource Management Committee is charged by statute with (1)
reviewing federal policies or actions which may impact the man-

agement, development or use of
the state’s natural resources; and
(2) developing and introducing
legislative responses to federal
policies and actions necessary to
protect the interests of the state
of Wyoming, including issues
related to the structure of ownership of federal lands within the
state.
A complete list of interim committee studies can be found on the
Wyoming Legislature’s website.
Visit www.wyfb.org and click on
the “links” button on the righthand side of the page.
“The Wyoming Farm Bureau will
serve as your voice for agriculture
at these meetings,” Ken Hamilton,
WyFB Executive Vice President,
said. “However, if you are able to
attend, share your story and support
Farm Bureau policy it will have a
tremendous impact.”
“We urge you to consider participating in the interim work that will
lead to the 2015 legislative session,”
Hamilton concluded.
You can reach WyFB lobbyists
Ken Hamilton and Brett Moline at
khamilton@wyfb.org or bmoline@
wyfb.org or call 800.442.8325.
The 2015 General Session will
convene on Jan. 13, 2015.

Should we regulate sugar?
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By Glen Reed
foods that aren’t loaded with sugar
Author’s Note: I wrote this piece comparatively easier and cheaper to
on sugar consumption several years get.” Comparatively is the key word
ago. It is still relevant as it
here.
seems every day someone
Sugar is a commodis trying to regulate sugar
ity much like salt that is
or there is a study out that
used to make the food we
tells everyone the harmful
eat more flavorful. One
effects of sugar in our diet.
only has to look back a
The other day at lunch I
few hundred years to see
was listening to the news
the extent that the world
and a story came on about
powers would go through
the need to regulate sugar
to secure these rare comGlen
Reed
like tobacco and alcohol. I
modities. I must confess
didn’t know whether to laugh or cry. head on that I am biased on this isReally, I thought to myself, doesn’t sue of sugar since I am a sugarbeet
the government have enough to do grower, however I find the endless
already? Upon further research I regulations too much to bear and
found out that the news story was this one is just plain crazy. Twenty
from an article published in the years ago global warming started
journal Nature. The authors, led by just this way and is now renamed
Robert Lustig, a childhood obesity climate change so that if it is too hot,
expert, and Dr. Laura Schmidt both too cold, too wet, or too dry it is beof the California University said: cause of manmade climate change.
“We’re not talking about prohibiThe experts think that sugar
tion of sugar or major imposition of should be regulated through taxation
the government into people’s lives.” and restricting availability. If the exThank goodness, I thought maybe I perts want to change consumption
would have to get a candy bar on the of sugar with a tax (money we will
black market. Dr Schmidt goes on never see) and restriction (I will
to say, “What we want is actually to have to go with my government isSee ‘Sugar Regulation’ page 9
increase people’s choices by making
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EPA overreach
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have never had anything remotely
akin to navigation on them. Dry
draws that maybe have water running in them for a couple of weeks
every three years or so were determined to be “navigable waters” by
the courts.
After this expansion, the Supreme Court started limiting the
scope of EPA’s reach in a series
of cases which culminated in the
recent Sackett decision. However,
given the tenacity with which the
EPA tries to ignore those cases, it
isn’t too surprising that they would
try to figure out how to do an end
around on court decisions they dislike.
What’s all of this got to do with
Wyoming? Well it appears that
we may have our very own Sackett type situation in Uinta County.
Apparently the Johnson family decided to put a stock pond on their
property back in 2010. After constructing the pond they somehow
or another came to the attention of
the Army Corp of Engineers and
the EPA. The agencies then visited
the Johnson’s property and took
a look around. After looking over
the property fast forward to 2014
where the Johnson’s were sent a
notice of violation of the Clean

From page 2

Water Act where they were told
they could be fined up to $75,000
per day for the violation of putting
fill into a water of the U.S. That’s
right seventy five thousand dollars per day.
There seems to be several parallels to the Sackett case over in
Idaho and one only has to wonder
why the EPA is going down this
path again. After Sackett there were
some who felt that Congress should
step in and further clarify, and yes
even limit EPA’s authority, so that
another citizen wouldn’t be faced
with a similar situation. Apparently, the majority in Congress hasn’t
felt the need to reign in this Agency
yet so now we are seeing a repeat,
complete with draconian fines that
will now cost the Johnson’s several
thousand dollars in court costs to
defend themselves against the EPA
at best.
Without some serious reform of
the EPA, the citizens in the heartland will continue to fear that the
Agency will keep reaching for the
stars when it comes to regulating
everyone and everything. But unlike when we were kids growing
up, the consequences are extremely disturbing to a supposedly free
society.
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Obama fees on public land users get usual reception
Reprinted from the March 14, 2014
“Public Lands News” newsletter
Although the proposals have been
repeatedly ignored by the Republican
House in the past, the Obama administration March 4 recommended a suite
of new levies on commercial users of
the public lands.
Those levies - included in a fiscal
year 2015 budget request - include an
increase in grazing fees, new inspection fees for oil and gas lessees, and a
royalty on hard rock minerals.
House Natural Resources Committee Chairman Doc Hastings (R-Wash.)
criticized the administration’s fees en
masse. “Instead of imposing new taxes and fees on American energy, let’s

open new areas to safe and responsible
production and raise new revenues,”
he said after the budget was released.
“Instead of having to spend millions on
wildfire suppression, let’s better manage our national forests so we can help
prevent wildfires. Instead of the federal
government buying even more land
it can’t afford, let’s properly maintain
and manage the land we already own.”
Grazing fees: The administration
repeated a long-time recommendation
that Congress roughly double the grazing fee paid by permittees of BLM and
the Forest Service.
In a move favored by environmentalists and deplored by the livestock industry the administration would have

Congress apply a $1 per animal unit
month (AUM) administrative fee on
each grazing permittee. The current
grazing fee is $1.35 per AUM. The administration included the Forest Service in the increase proposal.
The administration budget says,
“The Budget funds rangeland management activities through a combination
of direct appropriations and offsetting
collections generated from a proposed
three-year pilot program to assess an
administrative processing fee on grazing permits. The fee recovers some
costs associated with issuing grazing
permits/leases on BLM lands. The
funds from the fee will be used to address pending applications for grazing

permit renewals. The BLM proposes a
$1 per Animal Unit Month fee, collected along with current grazing fees.”
Dustin Van Liew, executive director of the Public Lands Council, criticized the proposal. “Unfortunately, as
the President has done in the past he
has dredged up some tired and rejected
policy ideas such as a 74 percent proposed tax on public lands grazing or
$1 per animal unit month fee on top
of the market based fee our members
already pay,” he said in a statement
on the budget request. “We are adamantly opposed to that and Congress
has rejected that in the last two budget
cycles. We asked them to do so again
this time around.”

Camp launches tax reform discussion with detailed proposal
Reprinted from FBNews, the official newspaper of the American
Farm Bureau Federation
Feb. 27, 2014-The extensive tax
reform proposal released Feb. 26 by
House Ways and Means Committee
Chairman Dave Camp (R-Mich.)
is “a strong and much-needed start
to what will surely be an extensive
tax reform discussion,” according to
American Farm Bureau Federation
President Bob Stallman. “We look
forward to continuing the conversation about meaningful tax reform
that benefits the whole economy,” he
added.
Camp’s proposal would lower
both the top corporate income tax
rate and the top individual tax rate
to 25 percent, down from the current
35 percent for corporations and 39.6
percent for individuals. His plan
would replace the current 10 percent
and 15 percent tax brackets with a 10
percent bracket. The current 25 percent, 28 percent, 33 percent and 35
percent brackets would be swapped
for a new 25 percent bracket.
The chairman’s plan would also
impose a surtax of 10 percent on the
modified adjusted gross income of
taxpayers making over $400,000 per
individual or $450,000 per joint filers. This new 35 percent rate would
replace the current 39.6 percent rate.
The 10 percent surtax would not apply to income from qualified domestic manufacturing, which includes
farm and ranch income.
“The chairman’s proposal recognizes both the uncertain world farmers and ranchers operate in and agriculture’s critical contribution to a
strong American economy,” said Pat
Wolff, American Farm Bureau Federation tax specialist. “From extreme
temperatures to floods and drought
to fluctuating input and commodity
prices, running a farm or ranch busi-

ness is challenging under the best of
circumstances. Allowing farmers
and ranchers to hold onto a little extra
cash in good years will keep them in
business during the lean ones.”
“And with more than 16 million
jobs tied to agriculture through onfarm employment all the way to restaurant service, keeping farms and
ranches going is good business for
the whole country,” Wolff added.
Under Camp’s proposal, the current preferential 20 percent capital
gains tax rate would be eliminated so
that a portion of capital gains would
be taxed at ordinary income tax rates.
With 40 percent of capital gains excluded from taxation, only 60 percent of any capital gains are taxed at
the taxpayer’s income tax rate. For
example, a person in the 35 percent
income tax bracket would pay an effective 21 percent on capital gains.
The proposal would repeal the Alternative Minimum Tax, which Farm
Bureau supports.
In addition, it would make no
changes to cash accounting rules for
farmers and ranchers. Farm Bureau
is urging lawmakers to continue special cash accounting rules for farmers
and ranchers that only require accrual accounting for C-corps with more
than $25 million in gross receipts.
Also good news for agriculture,
Camp would exclude businesses,
including growers of perennials and
plants for resale, with less than $10
million of average annual gross receipts from burdensome uniform
capitalization (UNICAP) rules.
Farm Bureau supports an exclusion
for all plants.
Some of the provisions in Camp’s
proposal raised red flags with farmers and ranchers. The elimination
or reduction of some key accounting methods and depreciation and
expensing deductions could possibly

offset the benefit of a lower income
tax rate.
“It is not uncommon for farmers
and ranchers to have years with little
or no taxable income,” Wolff noted.
“So, a lower individual tax rate may
not adequately compensate farmers for lost tax provisions and over
time could result in a higher effective
tax rate. That’s something we’ll be
considering as we comb through this
proposal.”
Specifically, the plan calls for the
repeal of three-year income averaging and the elimination of the allowance for certain types of property,
including farm property, to be sold
using the installment method.
The Section 179 small business
expensing deduction limit would permanently be set at $250,000-half of
what farmers and ranchers are calling for-with the deduction phased out
when investments exceed $800,000.
Farm Bureau supports reinstating the
2013 level of $500,000 with a $2 million phase-out level.
Also planned for repeal is the
modified accelerated cost recovery
system (MACRS), which would be
replaced by a slower depreciation
system. In addition, the five-year
carry-back operating loss deduction
for farmers and ranchers would be
replaced by a two-year carry-back, as
used by all other businesses.
The ability of farmers to immediately deduct soil and water conservation expenses, erosion prevention
expenses and expenditures for endangered species recovery would be
eliminated. Instead, these expenses
would be capitalized in the basis of
the property.
Farmers and ranchers would no
longer be able to take an immediate
deduction for expenditures for fertilizer, lime and other materials used
to condition soil. The expenditures

would instead have to be deducted
over time. Farm Bureau supports the
expensing of pre-production expenses.
Also repealed would be like-kind
exchanges (commonly known as
1031 exchanges) that allow farmers
to defer taxes when exchanging farm
property for farm property.
Camp’s plan would phase out the
deduction for domestic production
activities, reducing the deduction
from 9 percent to 6 percent for 2015
and to 3 percent for 2016. The deduction would be repealed starting in
2017. (As explained above, however,
domestic manufacturing income,
which includes farm income, is excluded from the 10 percent income
surtax.)
In addition, a provision that allows
land owners to deduct up to $10,000
of reforestation expenditures instead
of amortizing them over 7 years is
slated for repeal.
A handful of lapsed tax credits for
renewable energy, commonly known
as “extenders,” are also addressed
in Camp’s plan. The production tax
credit for electricity produced from
wind, closed-loop biomass, openloop biomass, small irrigation power
and other renewable sources would
be reinstated but reduced to its base
level of 1.5 cents per kilowatt-hour.
It would be permanently repealed for
projects starting in 2014. The biodiesel and renewable diesel tax credits
would be scrapped.
On a positive note, Farm Bureau is
pleased with the proposed six-centsper-gallon increase to the current
20-cent excise tax on fuel to power
commercial cargo vessels on inland
or intra-coastal waterways to support
the Inland Waterways Trust Fund.
The increase will help fund construction and maintenance of the nation’s
locks and dams.
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“OutSTANDING IN THEIR FIELD”
News from the County Farm Bureaus
Crook County Farm Bureau supports development of rare elements mine
Submitted by Hugh Thompson,
Crook County Farm Bureau
Board Member
At its meeting on Feb. 11, 2014,
the Board of Directors of the Crook
County Farm Bureau Federation
(CCFBF) voted unanimously to
support the development of the rare
elements mine, known as the Bear
Lodge Project, being proposed by
Rare Element Resources, Inc. Currently China produces and controls
as much as 95 percent of the global
supply of these rare elements which
are critical to many of the products
of our national economy and defense industry. The United States is
a major consumer of products containing rare earth elements. China
has announced that starting in 2014
they may start restricting exports
of these rare earth elements. In
response, the Administration and
several government agencies have
called for the need to establish a

domestic supply chain for these elements. The Bear Lodge Project is
well positioned to contribute to this
critical national need.
Starting in March 2014, the Forest Service will be hosting public
scoping meetings as part of the environmental assessment process.
Look for the announcement of these
meetings in the local news media.
The Crook County Farm Bureau
Federation is very cognizant that
this project will cause surface disturbance and some adverse economic and quality of life impacts
on some of our citizens, including
some members of the CCFBF. Once
implemented, the mine will have
major economic benefits to Crook
County’s economy. Realizing that
this project has national and local
significance, the benefits are greater
than the adverse effects and at these
meetings we will urge the Forest
Service and Rare Element Resourc-

Legislative Session
approval of the Livestock Board and
the Governor’s Office. This law will
provide funding for cattle testing in
the east side of the Big Horn Basin
where elk have tested seropositive
for brucellosis. WyFB supported
this bill.
SF 24 will change election codes
so that if an error occurred in an
election, only the area where the
error occurred would need to hold
a re-vote. This bill should reduce
election costs and was supported by
WyFB.
SF 33 outlines the procedures
for appealing property assessments
through the county board of equalization. WyFB kept an eye on this
bill to make sure property owners
were protected.
SF 38 will exempt military veterans from needing to obtain hunter
safety certification. Given that most
persons going through the military
are trained to safely handle firearms,
WyFB supported this bill.
SF 39 will allow the state to proceed with trading state lands within
the Grand Teton National Park with
the federal government. WyFB supported this bill.
SF 41 will continue a select committee established to examine obtaining federal lands. The bill did
add the requirement that the committee study acquiring federal lands.
This select committee has delved

From page 1

further into issues associated with
federal lands, such as grazing permit
renewal and ESA issues. WyFB supported this bill.
SF 56 will divert a portion of the
fees required to obtain a well driller’s license from the General Fund
to the State Engineer’s Office which
administers the licensing. This fund
was self-supporting during the recent methane boom. One-half of
the license fee was held by the State
Engineer’s Office and the other half
went to the general fund. Now that
the bust has occurred, keeping the
entire $50 in the SEO will help to
make that a self-supporting program.
SF 66 is the annual bill dealing with water project construction
through the Water Development
Commission. WyFB policy supports
responsible water development.
SF 75 outlines that Wyoming, not
the EPA, has primacy over water issues. WyFB supported this bill.
SF 93 lengthens the time for applying for a gas tax refund from 12
months to 18 months. This bill was
amended to bring in diesel fuel.
WyFB supported this bill.
All pieces of legislation worked
in the 2014 session can be found
at the Wyoming Legislature website. Visit wyfb.org and click on the
“links” tab in the right column for a
link to the website.

On March 14, the Redwater Local of the Crook County Farm
Bureau Federation hosted a meeting at the Aladdin Community
Hall where George Byers of Rare Element Resources brought 22
members and neighbors up to date on the proposal to mine rare
elements in Crook County. A gourmet dinner of biscuits and gravy was served. Hugh Thompson photo.
es to compensate and mitigate any
adverse impacts to our citizens to
the extent possible. We urge you
to attend these meetings and voice

your concerns so they will be considered in the preparation of the Environmental Impact Statement and
Final Record of Decision.

WLSB Now Accepting Applications for
Veterinary Loan Repayment Program
March 27, 2014, CHEYENNE--The Wyoming Livestock Board
will consider applications for the Wyoming Veterinary Loan Repayment Program at a summer 2014 meeting. Applications for the loan
repayment program are due at the WLSB Cheyenne office no later than
June 1, 2014. Applications may be obtained from the office of the
board at 1934 Wyott Drive, Cheyenne, WY 82002, or by calling 307777-6443.
The Veterinary Loan Repayment Program was established in 2008
as a means of recruiting new food animal veterinarians to Wyoming
and keeping existing food animal practitioners in Wyoming by providing financial assistance to help pay educational debt. The program is
specific to veterinarians who practice food animal veterinary medicine
in underserved areas of Wyoming.
Wyoming Statute 11-18-119 provides for loan repayment to Wyoming licensed veterinarians who have practiced in Wyoming for a
minimum of 6 months and who have a sponsor to match twenty-five
percent of the award amount. Veterinarians must apply to the Wyoming Livestock Board by June 1, 2014 to be considered for this year’s
funding. The board shall select recipient’s base on criteria including:
1. Area of the state served;
2. Percentage of food animal practice;
3. Amount of educational debt; and
4. Sponsorship commitment.
Sponsorship match funding may come from any county, city, veterinary clinic, animal care facility, state agency, university, laboratory,
veterinary association, or combination thereof. Food animals are defined as cattle, sheep, swine, or goats for the purposes of this loan repayment program.
For more information, please contact Dr. Jim Logan at 307-8574140 or Dr. Bob Meyer at 307-777-6440.
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Eminent domain issue resurfaces on Capitol Hill
Reprinted from FBNews, the official newspaper of the American
Farm Bureau Federation
March 3, 2014-Farm Bureausupported legislation that would
strengthen private property rights
was approved last week in the House
of Representatives by a margin of
356-65. The bill, the Private Prop-

erty Rights Protection Act of 2013
(H.R. 1944), prohibits states that
receive federal economic development funding from exercising eminent domain for private economic
development.
The measure addresses at the
federal level the 2005 Kelo v. New
London decision. In the Kelo case,

Brandt case
ment established under the
Act of 1875. The Tenth Circuit
erred when it concluded the
United States retained such an
interest.
By an 8-1 vote, the justices
held in Marvin Brandt Revocable Trust v. United States
that the government had no
right to Brandt’s Fox Park
tract once the railroad formally abandoned the property
around 2004. The Court found
that the U.S. has no reversionary interest in a 1987 railroad
easement - the easement reverts to the adjacent/underlying landowner upon abandonment (unless something in the
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patent says otherwise).
Chief Justice John Roberts,
writing for the majority wrote,
“Basic common law principles
resolve this case. When the
Wyoming and Colorado Railroad abandoned the right of
way in 2004, the easement referred to in the Brandt patent
terminated. Brandt’s land became unburdened of the easement, conferring on him the
same full rights over the right
of way as he enjoyed over the
rest of the Fox Park parcel.”
The ruling is a great win for
property rights which should
help preclude future property
takings by the government.

New London, Conn., homeowners
sued the city for the right to keep
their homes, which the city had
seized under eminent domain to let a
private developer turn the area into a
commercial complex. The Supreme
Court on June 23, 2005, ruled 5-4
in favor of New London, allowing
local governments to seize private
property for economic development.
The ruling heightened farmers’
and ranchers’ concerns about the
susceptibility of their land to an eminent domain taking, explained Ryan
Yates, American Farm Bureau Federation property rights specialist.
“The fair market value of farm
and ranch land is less than residential or commercial property, making
agricultural land less costly and a
more appealing target for developers,” Yates said.
Still, the issue worries urban residents, too. Just slightly more than
one year after the Supreme Court
issued its Kelo decision, lawmakers
in nearly all 50 states proposed legislation to strengthen private property rights. While their approaches
varied from tightening the definitions of “blight” and “public use”
to restrictions on private use, to a

moratorium on the use of eminent
domain pending a task force report,
more than 42 states enacted eminent
domain laws or passed ballot initiatives to address various aspects of
the court’s ruling.
Under the House bill, introduced by Rep. Jim Sensenbrenner
(R-Wis.), any state that uses eminent domain in the name of private
economic development would lose
all federal economic development
funding for two years. The bill creates a private right of action for any
landowner who suffers injury as a
result of a violation of any provision
of this act. The bill also prohibits
any use of eminent domain for economic development by the federal
government.
Congressional action on eminent
domain cannot change state law, but
it can prevent federal agencies from
using eminent domain for private
economic development and cut off
economic development funding for
states that continue the practice, as
Sensenbrenner’s legislation does.
The House vote is largely symbolic as neither the legislation nor
the issue is expected to be taken up
in the Senate this year.

SAVE FUEL SAVE $$ SAVE TIME

BOLT-ON-KIT
FOR H&S RAKES
The BALER--CONNECTION is
the greatest--- improvement to the
haying industry since the round
baler. By eliminating one tractor,
fuel, maintenance, insurance and an
operator, the Baler- -Connection will
save as much as 40% of your rake
and baling costs!
With the baler attached
directly behind the BALER-CONNECTION, everything raked
goes straight into the baler with
no loss of windrow to the wind or
corners that cannot be picked up and
left in the field and your rake hand
always shows up.
The BALER--CONNECTION helps
relieve the farm labor problem.
Baling hay becomes a one man
operation. The quick detachment
of the BALER--CONNECTION
allows for its use as a hay rake only.

H&S Rake with Bale Connection

The BALER--CONNECTION
comes equipped with a new baler-tomonitor power cable, hydraulic lines
and connections for the baler, CVPTO shaft and a hydraulic diverter.
No special attachments.
.

The BALER-CONNECTION is
shipped with a new H&S HI-CAP
rake or as a bolt on kit.
The H&S Rake is the rake choice
for the Baler--Connection.
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Wyoming Farm Bureau accepting requests for charitable contributions
The Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation is accepting requests for
charitable contributions for 2014.
Each year the organization is able
to make charitable contributions
thanks to a program offered by FBL
Financial Group, Inc.
“We are proud to contribute financial assistance to organizations
whose work benefits the agriculture
industry in the state of Wyoming,”
Perry Livingston, WyFB President,
said. “We encourage qualifying organizations to submit their proposals to us so they may be considered

for this year’s charitable contributions budget.”
Requests will be considered for
organizations who meet the following criteria:
• The organization must be classified as 501 (c) (3) by the IRS.
• The organization must serve
Farm Bureau members or residents
of communities where Farm Bureau
is an employer or:
• Industry educational organizations that provide direct or indirect benefit to Farm Bureau.
• Health organizations that

Sugar Regulation
sued ID and stand in line with my
daughter for a coke at a track meet)
they obviously have never taken
an economics class. Tobacco and
alcohol are taxed and regulated
because they have an inelastic demand. This means that price does
not affect quantity. The government
taxes alcohol and tobacco knowing
this. When the tax is raised on these
goods, demand remains constant
and revenue increases. If you don’t
think this is true, then why is there
no tax on potatoes? In essence, a tax

promote practices or educational
programs beneficial to Farm Bureau.
Visit www.wyfb.org, click on the
calendar link for detailed proposal
requirements. Requests are due in
the Wyoming Farm Bureau office
no later than May 16, 2014. Mail
to: Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation, ATTN: Ellen Westbrook, PO
Box 1348, Laramie, WY 82073.

For questions, call 800.442.8325,
307.721.7719 or ewestbrook@
wyfb.org.
The Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation is the state’s largest general
agriculture organization. Members
work together from the grassroots
to develop agricultural policy, programs and services to enhance the
rural lifestyle of Wyoming.

Agriculture:
365 Sunrises
and 7 Billion
Mouths to
Feed

From page 4

on sugar will not decrease consumption it will only be one more way
to separate you from your money.
I don’t know whether to laugh because it is so ridiculous or cry because it made the news.
____________________________
Glen Reed serves as the Northwest District Director on the Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation
Board of Directors. He and his family farm in Park County. At Reed
Farms they grow sugar beets, malt
barley, alfalfa and grass hay.

Having food readily available is all most of us
Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation
P.O. Box 1348
have experienced. It would be different if
Laramie, WY 82073
technology was frozen in time. If technology
was frozen in 1955, an additional 450 million
acres would be needed for the beef we
produce today. Technological advancements in
food production will enable us to continue to
enjoy those beautiful
SUNRISES AND FEED THE WORLD.
“Sunrise at the ranch.” Photo by: Bill Castle, Bosler, Wyo.

www.wyfb.org
Find us on Facebook;
links at wyfb.org

STOP IN!

CALL TODAY!

(307) 634-1511
1-888-HALLADAY
(Toll Free)

MON-FRI: 8:30AM-6:00PM
SATURDAY: 8:30AM-5:00PM

GMC
TRUCK
CENTER

2100 Westland Road
Cheyenne, WY 82001

1. According to your vehicle’s recommended maintenance schedule for up to two years or 24,000 miles, whichever comes ﬁrst. Does not include
air ﬁlters. Covers six oil changes for gasoline engines and four oil changes for diesel. Extra charge may apply for dual rear wheel tire rotations.
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Wyoming Classifieds
NOTICE
CLASSIFIED POLICY:
1) Wyoming Farm Bureau members
are entitled to free classified advertising in this publication for the purpose
of selling items they grow or make
themselves, selling used machinery or
household items, for posting wanted
advertising. Real estate sales not included. Each member family is entitled to two (2) free ads per month,
for 3 months, of up to 40 words each.
Member ads will be accepted by mail
at PO Box 685, Torrington, WY 82240
or e-mail to kclark@wyfb.org. Please
include member’s name and county.
2) Non-Wyoming Farm Bureau
members and WyFB members acting
as agents or dealers of products produced outside the member’s family
may purchase commercial classified
advertising at $0.50 per word, at a
minimum of $5.00 per ad. Discounts:
5% for 4 to 9 insertions, 10% for 10
or more insertions. Commercial ads
must be submitted in writing, and an
agreement regarding payment must be
made between Farm Bureau and the
advertiser.
DEADLINE:
Ads should be received by the 3rd
Tuesday of the month in order to appear
in the next month’s issue. Advertisers
are asked to check your ad and report
any errors. Contact: Email kclark@
wyfb.org or call 307.532.2002. Paid
ads must be mailed, typed or neatly

WYOMING
LIVESTOCK

printed, together with any payment
due, to Wyoming Agriculture, Farm
Bureau, P.O. Box 685, Torrington,
WY 82240. Free ads must be resubmitted by mail or e-mail after running
three months. Ads for which there is
payment due will run according to
agreement between Wyoming Farm
Bureau and the advertiser. Advance
payment is preferred for first-time advertisers.
NOTE:
The appearance of any ad in Wyoming Agriculture does not constitute
an endorsement or approval of the
product or service offered. The advertiser is liable for content of the
advertisement and any claims arising
therefrom against this publication.
The Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation reserves the right to refuse any
advertising not considered in keeping
with its publication’s standards.

EQUIPMENT
1996 TRACKER DEEP ProV
BOAT. 60 H.P. mercury motor. 6 H.P.
Johnson Kicker=52 lb. Trust Motor.
Over $3,000 of extras and fishing
gear. $7,000 for all. Cal 307.283.2629
at Sundance.
FOUR NEW 25 FT. ALUMINUM LIGHT POLES with lights.
Can be used solar or AC electric
power. $3,000 OoBO. PHONE
307.856.9055.

ROUNDUP

Wyoming's only weekly publication devoted to
agriculture, the Wyoming Livestock Roundup
reaches the majority of the state's agricultural
producers. We have subscribers from Jackson to
Pine Bluffs and from Hulett to Evanston.
Every major livestock auction and implement dealer
in the state regularly advertises in the Roundup.
Advertising rates and subscriptions can be
obtained by calling 800-967-1647 or 307-234-2700.

CATTLE GUARDS: One 8x12
for $75 and one 7x8 that is a little beat
up for $25. Also a Fergeuson 2-bottom plow, $200. Located in Lander,
307.349.2471.

MISCELLANEOUS
PLASTIC SADDLES AND RELATED PLASTIC EQUIPMENT
made by “The All Western Plastics
Co.”, Lusk, Wyoming (Circa 19461949). The Plastic Company made
bridles, halters, breast collars, martingales and laraits. Also wanted photos

and information. “Future Book” Tom
Harrower 307.432.0404.
WYOMING LIVESTOCK
BRAND FOR SALE. $950 OR
OFFER. Call Philip Whisler,
916.786.8391 or 916.698.8391 or
email at: 6wabipas@comcast.net.

REAL ESTATE
MODERN 2 BR. LOG HOME
with guest house, garage, walk-in
cooler and freezer on 80 acres in MT
near Tongue River, north of Ashland,
307.682.9668 or 406.784.6198.

New Members

ALBANY COUNTY

Kemmerer; Banning Schoonhoven, Rock
Springs; Carnahan Dakota Miller, Lander

CAMPBELL COUNTY

Bobbie Stratton, Casper; Brown Ewing,
Casper; Allison Harvey, Casper; Monty
Hartgrave, Casper; Nancy Haid, Casper;
Priscilla Dowse, Casper; Patrick Whittle,
Casper; Eddie Whiting, Casper; Anthony
Nolasco, Casper; Alleen Christensen,
Casper; Dana Theriot, Casper; Ron
Nelson, Casper; Lois Miller, Casper;
David Miles, Casper; Lauren Ryff, Casper;
Michael Merritt, Bar Nunn; Kurt Mayer,
Casper; Brett Schuman, Bar Nunn; Carie
Osborn, Casper; James Lebeda, Casper;
David Terrill, Casper

Gary Main, Laramie; Teddy Lewellyn,
Laramie; Cade Merrill, Encampment
Alisha Leronimo, Gillette; Justin Schuh,
Gillette; Bryon Sanders, Gillette; Derrick
Morrow, Gillette; Justin Smart, Gillette;
Steven Miller, Gillette; Zach Looney,
Gillette; Lloyd Hoyle, Gillette; Leslie
Hotchkiss, Gillette; Jason Handy, Recluse;
Kean Edwards, Gillette

CARBON COUNTY

Brenda James, Saratoga; Alquin Kirsch,
Rawlins; Leah Koehn, Encampment;
Charles Mollica, Rawlins; Daniel R Moore,
Rawlins; Matthew Fowler, Rawlins; Lezlee
Musgrave, Sinclair; Jacob Ready, Dixon;
Jerry Rietveld, Baggs; Joe Devlin, Baggs;
Kimberly Macdonald, Encampment;
Gabriel Vialponda, Rawlins

CONVERSE COUNTY

Ronald Jenkins, Douglas

FREMONT COUNTY

Garric Martin, Lander; Sage Askin,
Riverton; Ron Etter, Hudson; Sharon K
Osback, Riverton

JOHNSON COUNTY

Lauri Geeting, Sheridan

LARAMIE COUNTY

Shane Hott, Cheyenne; Kimberly
Warburton, Cheyenne; Daniel Kaelin,
Cheyenne; Kerry Warburton, Cheyenne;
Tim Walsh, Cheyenne; Adrian Herrera,
Cheyenne; Pat Wagner, Cheyenne; Brice
Mcintosh, Riverton; Darrel Mcmullen,
Cheyenne; Nick Meeker, Cheyenne; John
Wagner, Cheyenne; Andrew Montoya,
Cheyenne; Justin Abeyta, Cheyenne; Sam
Curr, Cheyenne; Rene Baker, Pine Bluffs;
Kevin Bell, Cheyenne; Donna Bracht,
Cheyenne; Louis Brownstein, Cheyenne;
Jeff Budde, Cheyenne; Daniel Bush,
Cheyenne; Michael Henn, Carpenter;
John Callahan, Cheyenne; Collin Moody,
Cheyenne; Michael Williams, Cheyenne;
Linda Dobkins, Cheyenne; Thomas Duncan,
Cheyenne; Dan Ferguson, Cheyenne;
William Flannery, Cheyenne; Kelly Foley,
Harriman; Leslie Griess, Cheyenne;
Jody Callahan, Cheyenne; Shaun Sells,
Cheyenne; Jason Terwilliger, Cheyenne;
Sarah Renneisen, Cheyenne; Michael Neal,
Cheyenne; Joe Selfridge, Cheyenne; Bruce
Perryman, Cheyenne; Katherine Russell,
Albin; Kelly Peterson, Cheyenne

LINCOLN COUNTY

Thomas Wagner, Kemmerer; Alexander
James, Kemmerer; Chad Jenkins,
Thayne; Lynzee Crosland, Lyman;
Cody Paulson, Diamondville; Jonathan
Teichert, Cokeville; Phillip Lockwood,
Diamondville; Amy Schaffarzick, Laramie;
Jay Rydstrom, Kemmerer; Mark Welsh,

NATRONA COUNTY

PARK COUNTY

June Ann Nelson, Cody; Brad Ferguson,
Powell; Diane Bennett, Cody; Bradley
North, Riverton; Ronnie Hutchison, Cody;
Robert Heinrich, Cody; Lillie Jean Mae,
Cody; Kade Richmond, Powell; Jesus
Elcano Garcia, Powell; Austin Pfeifer,
Powell; James Haworth, Ralston

SHERIDAN COUNTY

Trenton Burrup, Sheridan; Richard
Cheeney, Sheridan; Kameron Condos,
Sheridan; Daniel Duff, Sheridan; Hoover
Family Trust, Story; Royce Cornell,
Ranchester; John Custis, Sheridan;
Jason Bass, Ranchester; Lane Moreland,
Saratoga; Sean Olson, Sheridan;
Alan Smith, Sheridan; Jeremy Mason,
Sheridan; Marcie Wood, Sheridan; Alex
Patterson, Sheridan; Pamela Athey,
Sheridan; Jason Lanka, Sheirdan; Scott
Pearce, Sheridan; Lisa Reeves, Sheridan;
Richard Smith, Dayton; Jacob Fritz,
Sheridan; Tyler Huseby, Dayton; Spencer
Tetschner, Sheridan; Jacob Haskett,
Sheridan; Tara Blakely, Sheridan; Thomas
Boender, Story; Kyler Kiser, Sheridan

SUBLETTE COUNTY

Jacob Shafer, Big
Espenscheid, Big Piney

Piney;

Chad

TETON COUNTY

David Burchard, Alpine; Ronald Fabry,
Jackson; Timothy Schwarz, Jackson; Lisa
Jennings, Wilson; Tammie Van Holland,
Jackson; Jeff Fuechsel, Jackson; Amanda
Turner, Moose

UINTA COUNTY

Ben Gilmore, Evanston; Carol Massie,
Evanston; David Lavery, Kemmerer;
Larry Kitchel, Ft Bridger; David Peterson,
Evanston; Janet Whetton, Evanston;
Jeff Hale, Rock Springs; Tim Hamblin,
Mountain View; Ashley Corlett, Robertson;
Nolan Followell, Lyman; Megan Rosser,
Evanston; Marc Roussin, Evanston;
James Williams, Evanston; Sonia Diaz,
Evanston; Spencer Crosland, Lyman;
Kevin Munoz, Evanston
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Risk Management and
Succession Planning
For more information Visit RightRisk.org to use the Enterprise Risk Analyzer tool. Under the Resources tab click “Risk Mgt Tools” to begin. The
spreadsheet tool (in Microsoft Excel format) includes a step-by-step user guide in addition to an example Big Horn Basin farm and ranch scenario
already loaded. RightRisk.org has numerous other risk management planning resources, including: online tools, courses, and producer profiles to
assist in your risk management planning needs.

Risk scenario planning: A new tool from RightRisk.org
Production agriculture is an uncertain business, and most producers make operational changes at
some point in response.
These changes can be relatively
small, such as deciding whether or
not to keep back more replacement
heifers in a given year, or they may
be large like totally adjusting the
cropping system.
Producers must account for uncertainty with any change. As shown
in previous installments, using budgeting tools (partial, enterprise, and
whole farm) can help answer whether or not a change is worth pursuing; however, budget projections
are only as good as the data used for
price, yield, and costs estimates.
A producer may have a good feel
for what these values will be. Most
often, they are educated guesses.
The information generated by any
budget is uncertain due to the nature of the data. Furthermore, the
estimated result rarely comes about
exactly as planned.
Risk Scenario Planning Tool
A better approach is to make an
estimate using a wider range of values (such as maximum, minimum,
and most likely) to account for the
uncertainty of using a single value.
This can be done for prices, yields,
or costs, depending on which one is
expected to vary the most.
The management question of
whether or not to make an operational change can be properly addressed once variations in estimated
values are taken into account.
The academic professionals at
RightRisk.org have developed a
spreadsheet-based analysis tool
called the Risk Scenario Planning
(RSP) tool to answer questions of
this type.
Users enter projected results of
a proposed change along with the
ability to refine values to address
potential uncertainty such as commodity prices or yields. The RSP
tool combines a partial budgeting
approach and probability analysis
for a proposed change.
Let’s consider a southeast Wyoming farm cropping decision.
Crop Enterprise Example
The example farm has 100 acres

of alfalfa, 100 acres of sugar beets,
75 acres of dry beans, and 125 acres
of corn (half grown for grain, half
for silage).
Volatile corn prices are a concern,
and the farm’s managers believe the
current high bean prices will hold
for the production season.
They are considering replacing 50
acres of corn with dry beans. They
believe there will be considerable
input cost savings for beans over
corn in addition to a better price.
The managers have a firm grasp
on operating costs for their crops
and a solid yield history. We will examine the effects of price variability
on net return for a change to beans
from corn.
Partial Budget Analysis
The first section of the RSP tool
establishes a partial budget for the
proposed change (visit RightRisk.
org > Tools for a detailed explanation of partial budgeting and examples). Under this scenario, we
assume the added returns are 1,000
cwt of dry beans valued at $42/cwt
for a total of $42,000.
Reduced costs are in three categories: corn operating costs of
$499.14/acre on 50 acres for a total
of $24,957, corn (grain) harvesting
costs of $125.94/acre on 25 acres
for a total of $3,148.50, and corn (silage) harvesting costs of $200/acre
on 25 acres for a total of $5,000.
The added costs of the acreage
shift are dry bean operating costs of
$433.86/acre on 50 acres for a total
of $21,943. Reduced returns are in
the form of reduced corn sales, with
4,500 fewer bushels on 25 acres
valued at $4.70/bushel for a total of
$21,150, and 575 tons of silage valued at $35/ton for a total of $20,125.
These estimates are summarized in
Figure 1.
Figure 1. Partial budget for increasing dry bean acres

Using the best guess (most like-

ly estimates) for prices, the change
seems a good idea. The net benefit
of the acreage shift is $11,887.50.
Prices are the biggest source of
uncertainty. Operating costs and
yields are expected to remain fairly
constant regardless of price changes.
Introducing Uncertainty
If either corn or dry bean prices
change, the results shown above
could change substantially.
The RSP tool has a function to
show the effect of changing prices
(or any other selected item) in the
partial budget decision. We elected
to allow the dry bean and corn for
grain prices to vary in this example.
The most likely prices are those
used in the previous partial budget
solution – $42/cwt for beans and
$4.70 for corn. The minimum and
maximum price values used are
$3.50 and $6.00/bushel for corn and
$30 and $45/cwt for beans.
Once these values and the cell
references for variable values are
entered, the run button is clicked
and results are generated.
Figure 2. Risk Scenario Values
for corn and bean prices

Probability Analysis
The RSP tool generates a cumulative risk distribution graph based
on the data entered. This shows the
probability of a given net return
based on the price range(s) given.
For our example farm, the low
value (assuming the lowest prices) is
$387, and the high value is $17,941.
The most likely (or expected) outcome is a net return of $11,887.50
with a probability of 67 percent.
Figure 3. Probability of Net Returns for corn and bean price range

Conclusions
RSP probability analysis shows

several things. First, given the set
of outcomes generated, this farm
should increase dry bean acres. All
outcomes for this scenario are positive including the low value.
Second, there is a 67-percent
probability, given the estimated
variation in corn and bean prices,
the farm will earn at or below a net
income of $11,887.50. This also
implies there is a 33-percent probability of achieving this net revenue figure or higher.
Further analyses could compare
bean prices with the price for corn
silage, which was held constant
in the analysis above. The range
of bean prices was held relatively
high compared to corn prices for
the analysis; widening the range
may change results. Variations in
corn and bean prices are just a couple of the variables to consider for
analysis given the decision in our
example.
Nearly any management change
has one or more uncertain aspects
that may make the benefits or costs
of a given change difficult to assess. These uncertain elements are
relatively easy to evaluate using
the RSP tool.
For More Information
Visit RightRisk.org for numerous risk management planning
resources, including budgeting
tools, crop insurance information,
producer profiles, online courses,
monthly newsletter, and other information on risk management
topics.
To begin using the RSP tool,
select the “Resources” tab, then
select Risk Mgmt. Tools from the
menu. The spreadsheet-based tool
includes a user guide and pre-loaded examples to help users understand the tool.
____________________________
James Sedman is a consultant to
the Department of Agricultural and
A
Applied Economics in the University
of Wyoming College of Agriculture
and Natural Resources, and John
Hewlett is a farm and ranch management specialist in the department. Hewlett may be reached at
(307) 766-2166 or hewlett@uwyo.
edu.

Page 12

April 2014

Retirement: The Choice is Yours
tinuing to grow the business?
Often extended family and/or
loyal employees have an interest in
continuing the business but don’t
feel comfortable approaching you
directly. Have you made your intentions known so that others may express their interests?
5. Do I see a financially satisfying path to retirement?
The good news is retirements can
last 20 to 30 years; the bad news is
retirements can last 20 to 30 years.
Retirement income typically is a finite number and our future expenses
are a wild card. In theory, spending
will be reduced, yet the rate of inflation for a retiree household can be
double the consumer price index. A
realistic rate of inflation must be factored in to all calculations.
The rudiments of retirement planning are consistent, regardless of occupational history. The first step is
to establish concrete goals and an
option date. The reasoning behind
the financial goal is self-explanatory; the option date lends urgency
and sincerity to the objectives. As
a family business owner, planning
will center on the disposition of the
operation. For instance:
• Do you intend to sell the company or will it pass to a family member, current employee or an outside
party?
• Will you rely on equity from the
business to fund or supplement your
retirement needs?
• If you need income from the
business, will it come by way of
your equity, or some form of consulting fee, salary, or sales commission?
There are four variables that de-

termine the success of every retirement plan.
• Contribution amount: How
much money is being invested to
fund retirement?
• Time: Is there enough available
to reach the accumulation goal?
• Return on investment: Interest
earned, dividends reinvested and
capital appreciation.
• Accumulation goal: Amount of
money you need to fund retirement.
Most people won’t bother to figure out how much money will be
needed to fund their desired life
style in retirement; they instead design a standard of living around an
arbitrarily allotted amount of money. The choice is yours. You can
prepare now for the kind of retirement you aspire to, or you can live
by chance hoping, instead of planning, that your retirement will be
long and fruitful.
If retirement is anywhere on
your horizon, take a few moments
now to get the thought process rolling! A great place to start is Ready
to Hang Up Your Spurs, a quick
self-assessment, courtesy of eLegacyConnect. Though the future
of business is fraught with many
challenges, so is retirement. All
too often people make hasty decisions based on unclear desires.
Once you’ve answered the questions posed, you’ll be able to view
a brief summary of your results.
____________________________
Kevin Spafford is the founder of
eLegacyConnect which provides
succession solutions for farm families. Members of Wyoming Farm
Bureau receive a discount for full
access to eLegacyConnect.

Brought
to you by
Wyoming
Agriculture

Photo by: Kim Kortes, Hanna, Wyo.

Though retirement sounds like a
wonderful extended vacation, without the return to work, free time may
not have the same value.
2. As I prepare for retirement,
how do I want to develop my business?
a) Profitability to support expansion?
b) Maximum valuation for sale?
c) As a familial legacy to future
generations?
Assuming that the operation is the
biggest asset on an owner’s balance
sheet, one must be acutely aware
of maintaining and potentially improving, value through the sale or
transfer of the enterprise. Equity and
earnings will enhance retirement
resources so the focus should be a
combined return on investment.
3. Have you considered alternatives to complete retirement?
Often the role of the owner transitions from leader to coach/trainer to
assist next generation management.
The cultural capital you can offer is
priceless as new owners struggle to
establish footing.
4. Are my children, grandchildren, loyal employees and/or extended family interested in con-

“Agriculture supporting wildlife.”

My dad used to say, “Be careful
what you wish for, you’re likely to
get it.” A farm owner may spend
years wishing for retirement but
then, faced with the prospects of life
without work, s/he wonders about
the future. Many are not prepared
for the consternation and the heartburn of indecision.
It helps to take some time to detail in writing the ideal situation
you want to see in the future, vocationally, familially and financially.
All too often people sacrifice opportunity and falter behind selfimposed constraints, by thinking
first and only of money. Take a few
moments and ask yourself the following questions:
1. How will I spend my time in
retirement?
a) Continue to be involved on the
farm, or take up a completely new
venture?
b) Do volunteer work or pursue
hobbies?
c) Assuming that a person can
play only so much, what else will I
do?
We all appreciate time away from
work and the moments of reverie to
recharge and renew our enthusiasm.

Did you know. . .
Breakfast
Farmers and ranchers provide critical winter habitat for 75
percent of Wyoming’s wildlife. You can support Wyoming
Lunch
agriculture producers and Wyoming’s wildlife by purchasing
a predator stamp when you buy your hunting license.
Dinner
The Clothes You’re Wearing
All while providing. . .
Open Spaces
www.wyfb.org
Find us on Facebook;
Wildlife Habitat
x
x
x
x

x
x
x

Reservoirs for Recreation & Fishing

links at wyfb.org
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Petition for review against EPA
own action against the EPA to curtail their efforts to use their recent
decision on air quality to expand
into other State regulatory arenas.
In the December 2013 EPA ruling, the EPA approved the Eastern
Shoshone and Northern Arapaho
Tribes’ application for treatment
in a manner similar to a state under Section 301(d) of the Clean
Air Act. According to a news release from Wyoming Governor
Matt Mead, Treatment as a State
gives Tribes access to grant funding for air quality monitoring. The
news release continues to explain
that in doing so the EPA decision
re-interprets a 1905 Congressional
Act thus expanding the boundaries
of the Wind River Reservation to
include more land and the city of
Riverton.
“This decision goes against 100
years of history, involving over a
million acres of land. It is not a
decision that should come from
a regulatory agency,” Governor
Mead said. “I believe the EPA is
in the wrong and I will not honor
its decision.”
“There is no case law that supports the EPA’s position, while

From page 1

there is case law including a Wyoming Supreme Court decision upholding the state’s position that
Riverton is not in the Reservation,” Governor Mead continued
in the release.
On January 6, 2014, the state
of Wyoming submitted to the EPA
a petition for reconsideration and
stay of approval of the Eastern
Shoshone and Northern Arapaho
Tribes’ application for Treatment
as a State. In the petition, the
state of Wyoming points out the
1905 Act “diminished” the reservation. “In 1905, Congress ratified an agreement with the Wind
River Reservation Tribes to cede
a substantial portion of their reservation,” wrote Attorney General Peter Michael. “In exchange
for the cession of their lands, the
Tribes received payment in multiple forms.”
“Congress indisputably diminished the Wind River Reservation
in 1905. That said, EPA cannot
remake history, and it must reconsider and correct this fundamental
flaw in its approval of the Tribes’
application. Even if EPA refuses
to do so, it should nonetheless

stay the effectiveness of its decision until a final judicial decision
has been rendered on the merits of
EPA’s approval of the Tribes’ application,” wrote Attorney General Peter Michael.
“There are many concerns with
this ruling and its potential impacts,” Hamilton said. “One of
the concerns is that if you are a
non-tribal member you don’t have
the ability to vote in an election
for tribal government and that is
a fundamental right for citizens of
the United States.”
Another area or concern is water quality management. “In the
past, we’ve had discussions of
the tribes taking over manage-

ment of water quality,” Hamilton
explained. “So, naturally management of water quality on those
private lands within the reservation boundary but outside of the
tribal government would have a
significant impact on a lot of our
members.”
These and many other issues
could have detrimental effects
on Farm Bureau members. “The
main issue at hand, however, is
the impact tribal regulation under
the Clean Air Act will have on our
members,” Hamilton concluded.
Mountain States Legal Foundation is representing the Wyoming
Farm Bureau Federation in this
matter.

Farm Bureau members...you can now sign-up to receive
FBNews, the official e-newsletter of the
American Farm Bureau Federation.
Visit

fb.org

to subscribe via your e-mail address.

Quality, Affordable Travel since 1967!

Autumn Leaves Tour

Hawaii Four-Island

14 days from $1399*

13 days from $1999*

Departs September 19 & October 10, 2014. Fly into Philadelphia
and enjoy a sightseeing tour. Then your scenic journey begins
through Amish Country to Gettysburg. Travel north with a stop
at the Corning Museum of Glass, into Ontario and awe-inspiring
Niagara Falls for two nights!
Return to upstate New
York where you will board
a cruise through the 1000
Islands; drive through the
Adirondack region, stop in
Lake Placid, then into the
White Mountains, including
Franconia Notch State Park,
NH. Stop at Flume Gorge
and witness the impressive
waterfalls, then continue east to York county, ME. Next, drive along
the New England coast to Boston, with a city tour; visit Plymouth,
founded by the Pilgrims and Cape Cod. Then view the gorgeous
Mansions of Newport, RI en route to Bridgeport, CT and tour New
York City seeing all the major sights of the “Big Apple.”

Departs Wednesdays and Fridays in January 2015. Discover the
natural wonders and breathtaking scenery as you visit the four main
islands of Oahu, Kauai, Maui and Hawaii. Enjoy sightseeing of all the
major highlights plus additional, special sightseeing for those in the
Agricultural industry. You will also be accompanied throughout by one
of our friendly Polynesian Tour
Directors, who add a unique
cultural perspective to your tour
experience.

Agricultural Tour

Witness Magnificent Fall Foliage

*PPDO. Plus $159 tax/service/government fees. Add $100 for the September 19th
departure date. Alternate September-October departure dates available. Seasonal
charges may apply. Add-on airfare available.

Highlights: Honolulu, worldfamous Waikiki Beach, Pearl
Harbor, USS Arizona Memorial,
Punchbowl Crater, Wailua
River Boat Cruise, romantic
Fern Grotto, Steel Grass
Farm (bamboo, vanilla and
cacao), Maui Gold Pineapple
Plantation, stunning Iao Valley, Old Whaling Capital of Lahaina,
Macadamia Nut Factory, Orchid Nursery, Volcanoes National Park,
Thurston’s Lava Tube, Natural Energy Laboratory of Hawaii, Mountain
Thunder Coffee Plantation and much more.
Includes: a flower lei aloha greeting, quality hotels, inter-island flights,
baggage handling, tour director, special events & escorted sightseeing.
*PPDO. Plus $199 tax/service/government fees. Add-on airfare available.

Call for Details!
888-817-9538

Tra
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o
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Farm Bureau Comments on OSHA’s Proposed Regulation Requiring
Employers to Electronically Submit Injury & Illness Records
In November 2013, the U.S. Department of Labor’s Occupational
Safety and Health Administration
(OSHA) proposed a new regulation
(Improve Tracking of Workplace
Injuries and Illnesses) that would
require employers to electronically
submit injury and illness information to OSHA that will be made publicly available.
In March 2014 written comments, the American Farm Bureau
Federation (AFBF) urged OSHA to
withdraw this rulemaking. “OSHA’s
proposed rule appears to do nothing
to achieve its stated goal of reducing
injuries, illnesses and fatalities, yet
as proposed, it will consume large
amounts of agency and employer
resources that could be put to better use,” wrote Dale Moore, AFBF
executive director of public policy.
“The proposal will force employers
to disclose sensitive information to
the public that can easily be manipulated, mischaracterized, and misused for reasons wholly unrelated to

safety, and subject employers to illegitimate attacks and employees to
violations of their privacy.”
“In addition, the proposal will reverse the long-standing, “no-fault”
approach to recordkeeping, and reduce employers’ incentive to record
questionable injuries,” Moore continued. “Finally, OSHA failed to account for the total costs its rulemaking will impose on businesses, while
citing vast benefits without proper
support for such claims.”
According to the American Farm
Bureau Federation, OSHA’s proposed rule would require establishments to maintain and submit to
OSHA injury and illness records
based on the size of the business.
First, employers that had 250 or
more employees in the previous
year are required to keep injury and
illness records and submit information electronically from all of these
required records to OSHA on a quarterly basis. Second, establishments
that are required to keep injury and

Wyoming Teachers
& Students K-5th
grades

illness records, had 20 or more employees in the previous year, and are
in certain designated industries with
high illness and injury rates (such
as agriculture, manufacturing, and
construction), to submit electronically summaries of work-related
injuries and illnesses to OSHA on
an annual basis. Third, all employers are required to submit information electronically from their injury
and illness records to OSHA upon
agency request. After collection,
OSHA’s stated plan is to make all of
this information publicly accessible
via its website.
The AFBF pointed out the concern of providing raw data to those
who do not know how to interpret it
or without putting the data in context could lead to improper conclusions or assumptions. “An incident
report is just that – an incident report. It makes no conclusions regarding whether the injury was the
fault of the employer, the employee
or both,” Moore wrote.

Privacy is another area of concern. “Most employers and their
families live where they work – on
the farm,” He continued. “By creating a publicly searchable database,
OSHA is proposing to make broadly
and publicly available a database of
farmers personal names, home address and other home contact information. In most instances, this information is not readily available to the
public, and certainly not available to
the public in a database searchable
by the farmer’s name and locality.”
A lawsuit is currently pending that
would determine whether EPA is required to withhold personal farmer
information in response to FOIA requests. (AFBF v. EPA, Docket No.
0:13-cv-01751(D. Minn. 2013)).
Additional concerns with the
proposed rule include: abandoning
OSHA’s “no-fault” approach to recordkeeping; only accepting electronic submissions; treatment of
seasonal workers and underestimated costs and overestimated benefits.

“Ag Books for Kids”
in the classroom

We invite you to
participate in the 2014 WyFB
YF&R program
“Ag Books for Kids.”
Step 1:

Check out “Pigs & Pork in the story of
agriculture” by Susan Anderson and JoAnne Buggey
from your elementary school library.

(Books donated by your county Farm Bureau)

Step 2:

Visit www.wyfb.org, click on
education tab for contest details/rules.
County contest deadline: April 10, 2014
Questions: Contact Kerin
Clark, WyFB, at 307.532.2002
or kclark@wyfb.org.

By Raenell Taylor, WyFB YF&R State Committee Chair
Reflecting on National Agriculture Day, March 25, 2014: Educating
elementary students about agriculture is key to our future in agriculture. On National Agriculture Day, I spent the day educating elementary students K-5 grades about the importance of agriculture and the
role they play in agriculture. I presented the students with our 2014
“Ag Books for Kids” book, “Pigs & Pork and the story of agriculture.”
As an addition, in celebration of National Agriculture Day, the students watched a few agriculture based videos by the Peterson Farm
Brothers, which was a big hit! I’m so proud of what the students
learned about agriculture and more specifically the pork industry and
can’t wait for them to share the information learned!
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Beef Council Seeks Producer of Range Cattle
CHEYENNE--Would you consider serving Wyoming’s Beef Industry by seeking appointment to
the Wyoming Beef Council? Now
is your chance to apply to become a
leader in the Wyoming beef industry. The term for current Wyoming
Beef Council member Judy West,
producer of range cattle, expires
June 30, 2014. This position
is open to any Wyoming range
cattle producer.
The WBC is a five-member
board of beef producers, appointed by the Governor to administer the beef checkoff assessment collected in Wyoming
according to the Beef Promotion Research Act and Order.
The goal of beef checkofffunded programs is to increase
beef demand. WBC members
implement the provisions of the
federal order establishing the

beef checkoff, determine a yearly
marketing plan, and evaluate the
effectiveness of statewide checkoff
programs.
The WBC consists of three (3)
producers of range cattle, one (1)
cattle feeder and one (1) dairy representative. Members must own
cattle and reside in Wyoming. Ap-

pointments are made by Wyoming’s
Governor for three year terms.
Interested producers can view the
position description and download
the application by visiting the Wyoming Beef Council website, www.
wybeef.com. Applications can also
be obtained by calling or e-mailing
Ann Wittmann, WBC Executive

Director at 307-777-7396, ann.wittmann@wyo.gov.
Applications are due to the Wyoming Beef Council office April 30,
2014. All applications and a cover
letter authored by the Beef Council
Chairman will be sent to the Governor’s office in early May for a July
1st appointment.

“DUE”
it for AG

The lifeblood of America.
They’re the humble heroes who rise before dawn and battle
the elements. They put clothes on our backs and food on
our tables. Their genuine values and tireless work ethic are
an inspiration to us all. We appreciate all that America’s
farmers do and invite you to join us in saying thanks at
www.fbfs.com/SayThanksToAFarmer.
/SayThanksToAFarmer
FB02-WY
Y (7-13)
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How Does
SumaGroulx Work?
With SumaGroulx, SumaGrow Inside, you can expect to cut fertilizer cost at least 50%
in the ﬁrst year, up to 100% the second year, while enjoying 5%-35% yield increase.
Conventional Method
Without SumaGroulx

SumaGroulx can
be used in four
ways:
1. At planting time
2. As a foliar feed
3. As a means of
breaking down
residual material
after harvest
4. Fall application
strengthens the root
system on alfalfa,
winter wheat and
grasses to avoid
winter kill!

Increase
Yield From

20% +

Matt Raymond of Livingston Farm Services in Fowlerville, Mich., used SumaGroulx on his hay crop in 2012. SumaGroulx
was not applied until after the ﬁrst cut. The total of the ﬁeld was 20 acres and the hay was pretty much dead, so he
decided to try SumaGroulx on just 6 acres to see what would happen and the hay jumped back to life in about 10 days.
Mr. Raymond ended up getting a cutting off of it at 22 bales per acre. He was totally amazed at what SumaGroulx could
do and plans on using it again.
Matt Raymond
Livingston Farm Services
Fowlerville, Mich.
May 29, 2013

Farm Bureau GM Private Offer becomes
Farm Bureau GM Bonus Cash on April 1
Beginning April 1, 2014, a new
General Motors Farm Bureau Bonus Cash program will replace the
current General Motors Private Offer for Farm Bureau members. The
amount of the Farm Bureau Bonus Cash will be the same as the
current Farm Bureau Private Offer, $500.
The new Bonus Cash offer is
stackable with all other GM incentives in-market at any time except
for GM employee and GM dealer

employee discounts. In addition,
Bonus Cash stacks with one private
offer, such as Owner Loyalty.
Members qualify for the program
by having a valid Farm Bureau
membership for 60 days or longer prior to the purchase of the
vehicle. Members will need to print
a certificate before going to the dealership. Certificates are available to
print online at www.wyfb.org (click
on “Benefits & Membership” tab,
then “Member Benefits” sub-tab).



Benefits:

Why
Dry?

SumaGroulx can be used for better water inﬁltration. Back in ﬁeld sooner.

RRR Supply Inc.

• Increase Carbon
Sequestation
• Prevents Fertilization runoff
• Reduces Soil Erosion
• Converts Bound Soil
Nutrients into Available
Nutrients
• Better Stress Tolerance
Drought, Transplant & Wind
• Better Water Retention
• Builds Soil Organic Matter
• Increases Plant Nutrient
Levels - Brix - Chlorophyll
- Proteins & Minerals

Call: (800) 547-6859 for more
Information and testimonials
www.sumagroulx.com
www.rrrsupply.com
Fax: 989-659-2694

© 2014 Rocky Mountain Power

wattsmart is registered in U.S. Patent and Trademark Ofﬁce.

Watch your energy
savings grow.
Our wattsmart ® programs offer cash incentives for
replacing worn irrigation components such as sprinklers,
regulators, nozzles and gaskets with new energy-efficient
equipment. Typical incentives range from $20 to $2,000
depending on types and quantities.
Please call us before you start your project and we’ll
walk you through the application process. The incentive
check arrives a few weeks after a qualifying application
is received.
The new equipment will make your irrigation system run
more efficiently. And your energy savings will continue
to grow. To apply, visit rockymountainpower.net/
wattsmart or call 801-642-4472 for assistance.

Visit www.wyfb.org for Facebook links to
Wyoming Farm Bureau
and
WyFB Young Farmers and Ranchers

