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Wyoming Young Farmers and Ranchers visit our Nation’s Capitol
spoke about livestock issues; Pat Wolff
provided a tax update and spoke speciﬁcally about estate taxes; and Don
Parrish spoke about the Clean Water
Act and the overreaching EPA regulations.
“The grassroots emphasis that Farm
Bureau was based on and built much
of its success on is still ﬁrmly in place
and working well,” Heather Hamilton
said. “To see it at the top level, and to
recognize so many components of the
puzzle that were organized and initiated locally, was commendable and
encouraging.”
“This was a great in-depth issues
brieﬁng, to prepare each of us about
the topics we would be discussing
while we were in Washington D.C.,”
Taylor said. “They at AFBF are a very
knowledgeable staff, and what a great
group of people to visit with!”
Department of Interior
An agency visit to the Department
of Interior provided the opportunity
to discuss Wyoming issues with staff
from the Bureau of Land Management
and the Fish and Wildlife Service.
The discussion centered around the
impacts of endangered species, wild
horses, grazing permits on BLM land;
and the importance of multiple use.
“In Wyoming, we are all too familiar with trying to work with branches
of the government that have acquired
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By Kerin Clark
“Telling your story about Wyoming
Agriculture and policies and how they
affect you to your United States Representative and Senators, is the key to
improving our livelihoods and agriculture as we know it,” Raenell Taylor
said upon returning from a Wyoming
Farm Bureau YF&R trip to Washington D.C.
Four members of the Wyoming
Farm Bureau Federation Young Farmer & Rancher (YF&R) Committee,
along with WyFB YF&R Coordinator Kerin Clark, traveled to Washington D.C. in June. Committee members participating were WyFB YF&R
State Chair Chalsey Kortes, of Hanna;
WyFB YF&R State Vice Chair Raenell Taylor, of Hulett; WyFB YF&R
State Secretary Holly Kennedy of
Laramie; and WyFB YF&R Committee Member Heather Hamilton, of
Lance Creek.
The YF&R D.C. trip provided an
educational opportunity as well as the
opportunity to communicate agriculture issues with Wyoming’s Congressional Delegation.
AFBF Brieﬁng
The ﬁrst stop was the American
Farm Bureau Federation ofﬁce where
we were briefed by AFBF staff members. Rick Krause spoke about endangered species issues; Kelli Ludlum
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The Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation YF&R Committee conducted Capitol
Hill visits during their June Washington D.C. trip. Meeting with United States
Senator John Barrasso (R-Wyo.) in his ofﬁce are: (l to r) Kerin Clark, Chalsey
Kortes, Senator Barrasso, Raenell Taylor, Heather Hamilton, and Holly Kennedy. Photo courtesy of Senator Barrasso’s ofﬁce.

so much control they no longer have
to answer to the private citizen, and
that discussion is equally as frustrating on their homecourt,” Hamilton
said. “However, I feel it is necessary
and worthwhile to remind those peo-

ple that we are out here, we’re aware
of the issues, and we are actively involved in seeking the outcome that is
truly the best for the land and producers. Our YF&R Committee members
See ‘YF&R Capitol visit’ page 4

WyFB names Outstanding Membership Workers
By Kerin Clark
Outstanding membership workers from Campbell County, Lincoln
County, and Uinta County were
recently recognized for their membership work and dedication to the
Farm Bureau organization. Membership work around the state is vital to the grassroots success of the
Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation
(WyFB).
Just as policy development begins at the local level, so does membership recruitment and retention.
To recognize this work, outstanding membership worker awards are
presented each year to those who go
above and beyond in the work to retain and acquire memberships in the
organization. The awards were presented at the June 1 WyFB Membership Committee meeting in Casper.
Each recipient received an engraved
pen set and a certiﬁcate.
Outstanding Volunteer
Betty Schuh, of Campbell County, was named the 2012 WyFB
“Outstanding Membership Worker”
in the volunteer category.

Betty Schuh (right) receives her award
from WyFB Membership Vice Chair
Kevin Baars at the June 1 WyFB
Membership Committee meeting in
Casper. Kerin Clark photo.

Kim Elmer (right) receives her award
from WyFB Membership Vice Chair
Kevin Baars at the June 1 WyFB
Membership Committee meeting in
See ‘Outstanding Workers’ page 11 Casper. Kerin Clark photo.
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Stop the Flood of Regulation
erally regulating every drop of waBy Bob Stallman, American Farm
ter on private landowners’ property.
Bureau Federation President
Burdensome and unnecessary Through a nationwide grassroots
regulations are always a point of campaign, we are engaging Farm
Bureau members to “Stop
contention for farmers
the Flood of Regulation.”
and ranchers, especially
A $30,000 Ditch
when we are being floodFor some time, the EPA
ed with what seems to be
and Corps have been trynever-ending, nonsensical
ing to remove the word
rules. In keeping with the
“navigable” from the
ebb and flow of bureauClean Water Act through
cracy, the Environmental
what is called a “Guidance
Protection Agency and
Document.” This would
Army Corps of Engineers
change the very meaning
are planning an upheaval Bob Stallman
of the Clean Water Act (CWA) that of the CWA to allow for such frivowould add more . . . you guessed it . lous action as regulating a roadside
. . rules and regulations to farms and ditch that holds water for only a few
hours after a 4-inch rain.
ranches.
The Guidance Document should
That’s why the American Farm
Bureau Federation is leading the way be used to explain processes and
to stop EPA and the Corps from lit- policies of existing laws and regula-

tions—not to expand or change the
scope of current law. Importantly,
a Guidance Document does not go
through the rigors of the regulatory
process that serve to protect the rights
of the regulated community.
But, EPA and the Corps’ action to
improperly use the Guidance Document to remove “navigable” bypasses congressional intent and ignores

Supreme Court precedent. For the
past 10 years, Congress has voted
specifically and repeatedly to keep
the term “navigable” in the CWA.
We believe this Guidance Document
is not only bad policy but is being
implemented through a regulatory
sleight of hand.
Farmers, ranchers and private
See ‘Stop the Flood’ page 11

Today’s decisions have long term impacts
--Look at the impact ﬁres are having due to
decisions made long ago to not harvest timber

By Ken Hamilton, Wyoming
Bureau was a part, to get the 2009 EnFarm Bureau Federation Execu- vironmental Protection Agency (EPA)
tive Vice President
endangerment ﬁnding for carbon diThis last month saw several items oxide overturned. The Circuit Court
occur on the national scene
for the District of Columthat will have long term imbia found that the EPA enpacts on Wyoming. The one
dangerment ﬁnding was
which received the most
supported by “substantial
publicity was the Supreme
evidence” and was not inCourt’s ruling on the consticonsistent with the Clean
tutionality of the Affordable
Air Act. This means EPA is
Care
Act.
obligated to promulgate its
Unfortunately, there are many
By Perry Livingston, WyFB President
The news media talking
tailpipe rule despite EPA’s
American agriculture has made people who do not realize what we
heads
have
analyzed,
critiadmission that the rule
tremendous advances in the last farmers and ranchers do to protect
cized
and
scrutinized
the
would only reduce temKen
Hamilton
the resources with which
100 years. As I look back
ruling
from
front
to
back.
peratures by tenths to thouwe have been entrusted.
to my grandfather’s work
The
implication
that
a
law
is
legal
if
it
sandths
of
a
degree by 2100. The cost
Unnecessary regulations
when our ranch started in
is
considered
a
tax
and
can
be
touted
of
this
process
will be signiﬁcant.
and lawsuits continue to
1910, I am proud to conas
a
penalty
for
not
performing
a
pubAnother
recent
development with
place a burden on agritinue to be a part of an
lic
function
will
have
far
reaching
reEPA
is
their
continued
support of the
culture production.
industry that provides for
One area in which percussions. Want to limit the number use of ﬂyovers of agriculture operaour nation and a lot of the
the unnecessary, bur- of kids a family can have? How about tions to identify whether they are comworld.
densome regulations implementing a one child tax? Want plying with animal feeding operation
We in agriculture know
are flooding us is from to stop people from driving so much? rules. The Agency reiterated its authat we must protect our
Perry
Livingston
the Environmental Pro- How about an escalating vehicle tax? thority to do so after Nebraska politiresources. We couldn’t
survive without protecting our re- tection Agency. That is why the The more vehicles you own the higher cians questioned whether the Agency
taxes will be. Agriculture and Jay Leno had the necessary authority to do these
sources; it is all we have.
See ‘We need your voice’ page 10
beware.
types of activities. I suppose it was inAnother case which will have a sig- evitable the Agency would move toniﬁcant impact is one that no one has wards this type of surveillance since
heard about. It was an effort lead by we have heard that EPA employees
August
a coalition of groups, of which Farm
See ‘Long term impacts’ page 3
11-18 ..100th Celebration: Wyoming State Fair--Douglas
21.......Primary Election
22-23 ..Joint Travel, Recreation, Wildlife and Cultural Resources Legislative Interim Committee
Meeting at 8 a.m.—Jackson
26 ......Johnson County Farm Bureau Annual Meeting/Picnic at noon—Watts Cabin on Middle Fork
W y o m i n g A g r i c u l t u r e , I S S N 1 0 7 1 0 2 7 2 , is the official publication of the Wyoming Farm
26 ......Carbon County Farm Bureau Picnic—Riverside Park in Saratoga
Bureau Federation, 931 Boulder Drive, Laramie, WY 82070 and is published monthly, except
for combined July/August and December/January issues. $1.00 subscription rate is deducted
31.......WyFB County Activities of Excellence application deadline

We need your voice…take action today
to help stop the ﬂood of regulation

Calendar of Events

September
8 ........Application deadline for USFRA “Faces of Farming and Ranching”—visit www.
fooddialogues.com
14.......WyFB YF&R Achievement Award and Excellence in Agriculture Award postmark deadline
20 ......Fremont County Farm Bureau Annual Meeting at 6:30 p.m.—The Bull Restaurant in
Riverton
24-25 ..Joint Agriculture Legislative Interim Committee Meeting at 8:30 a.m.--Hulett

October
12 ......WyFB YF&R Discussion Meet application postmark deadline

November
6 ........General Election
15-17 ...WyFB Annual Meeting—Hilton Garden Inn in Laramie

from Farm Bureau membership dues. Paid subscriptions are available to Wyoming Farm
Bureau members only. Periodicals postage paid at Torrington, Wyoming 82240. Postmaster
send change of address to: Wyoming Agriculture, Box 1348, Laramie, WY 82073.
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WyFB hosted AFBF Environmental Issues Conference
By Brett Moline
The Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation hosted the American Farm
Bureau Federation’s Environmental
Issues Conference May 29 through
June 1. Farm Bureau staff from 18
states, as well as AFBF, attended the
conference held in Gillette. Issues
discussed centered around the Endangered Species Act (ESA), Clean
Air Act, and the Clean Water Act.
ESA discussion centered mainly
in the Western side of the nation.
Most Eastern states do not have issues concerning endangered species. The Western States are currently most concerned about the
sage grouse being listed. This specie would have the largest potential
negative effect on most productive
industries.
The Clean Water Act has had
large, negative ramiﬁcations for
parts of the Eastern U.S., especial-

ly those states associated with the
Chesapeake Bay. States have traditionally had primacy on water issues.
However, on this bay, the EPA has
set water quality standards. To meet
these standards, agriculture has had
to severely restrict use of chemicals,
including pesticides and fertilizer.
Homeowners are faced with replacing septic systems at an estimated
cost of $30,000 per household. Even
with large changes, standards set by
EPA are not being met. Debate is on
going if the standards CAN be met.
At the center of the issue is: What
agency has authority over the water
body? Historically, it has been state
agencies that monitor water quality. In this case, the EPA has taken
over authority. This question will be
settled in the courts.
This issue is extremely important
because the same type of process is
being considered for the Mississippi

“Faces of Farming and Ranching” Search
—Sept. 8 application deadline
Farm Bureau members can apply to become one of the four to
five national U.S. Farmers and
Ranchers Alliance (USFRA) “Faces of Farming and Ranching” representatives.
When it comes to today’s agriculture, there are many examples
of great farmers and ranchers all
over the country doing wonderful
things to bring food to the table for
those around the world. But few
of those farmers and ranchers are
recognizable by consumers, mainstream media and influencers. In
fact, the pictures and perceptions
of farmers and ranchers often do
not match reality.
The USFRA wants to change that.
USFRA is looking for the “Faces
of Farming and Ranching” to help
put a real face on agriculture and
shine a light on the heart, personalities and values that are behind today’s food. USFRA is kicking off
a nationwide search of farmers and
ranchers who can serve as the Faces of Farming and Ranching for a
number of various national media,
influencer and other public-facing
opportunities.
USFRA has started a movement
to bring more farmers and ranchers together to answer people’s
questions about how their food is
grown and raised. Many voices
are leading conversations about
food – and often leaving the people
who grow and raise our food out.
We need a national face to be part
of these conversations and repre-

sent the real farmers and ranchers
of America
Who are we looking for?
USFRA is looking to narrow
down multiple entries to 4-5 standout farmers and ranchers who are
proud of what they do, eager to
share their stories of continuous
improvement with others and are
actively involved today in sharing
those stories. Farmers and ranchers who raise a variety of foods
differently, at differing scale and in
all areas of the country are encouraged to apply as it is important to
show American agriculture and all
of its diversity.
What do farmers and ranchers have to do to be considered?
Potential “Faces of Farming
and Ranching” candidates will,
via fooddialogues.com, complete
an application form and upload a
video no longer than three minutes
that describes themselves and their
role on the farm/ranch. Deadline is
Sept. 8, 2012. Visit www.fooddialogues.com for entry details and
specific rules.
What do they win?
The standout farmers and ranchers, to be announced in January
2013 based on votes and the recommendation of a panel of judges, will
put a real face on today’s agriculture.
Winners receive all travel costs provided, a $10,000 stipend, $5,000 to
donate to an agriculture charity and
spokesperson training.
Wholly or partially funded by one
or more Checkoff programs.

River Basin. Should the courts decide the EPA has jurisdiction, agriculture and other industries could be
severely curtailed.
The Clean Air Act also garnered
attention. The EPA has expressed a
desire to decrease the size of dust
particles regulated. Should this happen, agriculture production will be
difﬁcult if not impossible to accomplish, especially in windy climates
like much of Wyoming. Any activity
which would cause dust would be restricted to time frames when the soil
is moist enough to not create dust,
or times when the wind would not
cause dust to move. At this point, the
EPA has indicated it has no intention
to proceed. However, some estimate
new regulations could come forward, depending how the November
election turns out.
Meeting participants spent a day
out in the ﬁeld on tours. The ﬁrst
stop on the tour was the North Antelope Rochelle Mine. Just like the

agriculture industry, the mining industry faces many regulations and
environmental challenges. The coal
mine staff indicated it takes 24 steps
from deciding to mine to getting the
permit done. A permit for one mine
has 39 notebooks (3 inch binders)
full of paperwork. We also took a
look at the reclamation process. Cattle are a key factor in the success of
their reclamation process.
Next we enjoyed lunch and had
Weston County rancher Bob Harshbarger speak about he and his wife
Jean’s Candidate Conservation
Agreement with Assurances on
prairie dogs. Harshbarger outlined
the economic loss prairie dogs have
caused their operation and the reason why they went with the CCAA
to ensure their ranch operation can
continue the way they want it to.
The tour day concluded with a
stop at Mike Moore’s ranch to visit
about energy development and how
to make it work with ranching.

Long term impacts
will drive down roads looking for operations which possibly violate some
of their rules.
On top of all of this we are starting
to see bigger and hotter ﬁres on the
national forest as a result of dry conditions, hot weather and thirty years of
law suits to keep trees from being harvested. We have seen a few from the
environmental movement try to point
the blame elsewhere, but in testimony
before Congress in 2009 Dr. Peter
Kolb from Montana State pointed out
that one of the major stress factors for
trees is crowding. Dr. Kolb points out
that in Europe where they have been
managing their forests for over 2,000
years, they have maintained forest productivity and have greatly limited catastrophic disturbances including bark
beetle outbreaks.
Currently with hundreds of thousands of acres of dead and dying trees

From page 2

the Forest Service ﬁnds itself in a position of only being able to utilize one
management tool to any degree and
that is ﬁre. Unfortunately, when it is
as hot and dry as it has been and the
number of acres that have died are as
large, then that tool can be one of the
most dangerous tools in the tool box.
It’s too bad that these trees could not
have been harvested 30 years ago so
that we would have at least had some
2x4’s to show for it instead of smoke.
Perhaps we will eventually learn,
like they apparently already have in
Europe, that non-management of our
trees doesn’t beneﬁt anyone. Unfortunately, the scale of the problem today
doesn’t allow for us to bring to bear
any of the more useful tools even if
there was the political will to change
the laws that locked the Forest Service
into a perpetual forest management
cage of lawsuits.

Save the Date
WyFB 93rd Annual Meeting—Nov. 15-17, 2012
Wyoming Farm Bureau members will gather Nov. 15-17, 2012
at the Hilton Garden Inn in Laramie to set the organization’s policy
for the coming year. Delegates
vote on policy decisions from
resolutions that are formed at the
local level. Elections, speakers and
Young Farmer & Rancher events
also highlight the meeting.

Guest speakers from the
American Farm Bureau Federation (AFBF) will be Mary
Kay Thatcher and Bob Young.
Thatcher is an AFBF director of
congressional relations working
on farm programs, crop insurance and credit. Young is AFBF’s
chief economist.
Make plans to attend now!
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YF&R Capitol visit
were able to do this.”
Brazil Embassy
At the Brazil Embasy visit, Horrys
Friaca, the Agriculture Attaché, met
with the YF&R members and discussed agriculture in Brazil, agriculture policy in Brazil
and his job at the Brazil
Embassy.
“I’ve never visited
an embassy, let alone
another country before, so this was
a very interesting stop,” Kortes said.
“We really got a ﬂare of the Brazilian
culture - learning about their country
as a whole and agriculture speciﬁcally.”
“One particular component of the
Brazil Embassy visit I found interesting was their current ethanol situation,” Hamilton explained. “Brazil
developed ethanol from sugar cane
several years before the U.S. jumped
on the biofuels bandwagon. It was
government subsidized for several
years, then subsidization dropped and
it stood on its own as a fuel option.”
“Today, the price of sugar produced
ethanol is signiﬁcantly higher than traditional gasoline because of market

From page 1

competition to use the sugar for human
consumption,” She continued. “The
Agriculture Attaché explained that
while people like the option of ethanol,
and used it when it was
cheaper than traditional
gasoline, today they
all opt for normal gas
based solely on cost per
gallon.”
Hill Visits
We were fortunate
to have meetings with each member
of Wyoming’s Congressional Delegation. It was a great opportunity to visit
with each of them in their Washington
D.C. ofﬁces. We thank United States
Senator Mike Enzi, United States Senator John Barrasso and United States
Representative Cynthia Lummis for
their time and their hard work for Wyoming.
“It was an invaluable experience to
visit with all of our national delegation
at the Capitol and to build relationships with them,” Kortes said.
“We have a great Congressional
delegation working on our behalf in
D.C.,” Hamilton said. “It’s wonderful to be from a state with great representation.”

Capitol Tour
“The history on this tour
is remarkable,” Kortes said.
“To be able to see where the
Senate takes care of business, to the desk location of
where Abraham Lincoln sat,
to the rotunda where Presidents have laid in state, is Meeting with United States Senator Mike Enzi (RWyo.) during Capitol Hill visits. From left to right: Kerin
awesome!”
The tour of the Capitol Clark, Holly Kennedy, Senator Enzi, Raenell Taylor, and
provides not only a glimpse Chalsey Kortes. Photo courtesy of Senator Enzi’s ofﬁce.
of where our nation’s business is conducted, but also
a look at the values that
our founding fathers held
so close. One example is a
statute in one of the historic
rooms of a person holding
the Constitution to remind Meeting with United States Representative Cynthia
lawmakers that as they write Lummis (R-Wyo.) during Capitol Hill visits. From left to
laws they are to abide by the right: Kerin Clark, Raenell Taylor, Representative LumConstitution.
mis, Holly Kennedy, and Chalsey Kortes.
“The Capitol building is Photo courtesy of Representative Lummis’ ofﬁce.
absolutely amazing; the history, the architecture, and the people,” about all the rulings that have come
down from this courtroom over the
Taylor said.
years and the affect it has had on our
Supreme Court
“Being able to sit in the highest country is very interesting.”
This stop included a public lecture
court room in the land is an amazing
where
participants learned the history
experience,” Kortes said. “Just to think
of the Supreme Court as well as the
procedures.
Historical Sites
Visiting the monuments in WashIDEAL CANDIDATE: An individual or couple involved in produc- ington D.C. and other historical sites
tion agriculture with a majority of provided a vivid reminder about the
their income subject to normal pro- values our country was founded on
236 years ago.
duction risks.
Tours included visiting monuments
Excellence in Agriculture
Award—Sept. 14 postmark deadline in “The National Mall”, visiting the
The Excellence in Agriculture Arlington National Cemetery and
competition is an application pro- watching the change of the guard at
cess. Participants are judged on their the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, and
involvement in agriculture, Farm walking down Pennsylvania Avenue
Bureau and other leadership roles. to see The White House.
The words inscribed on the monuThe application includes essay quesments and the symbolism of each diftions.
IDEAL CANDIDATE: An indi- ferent monument is so moving to see.
vidual or couple who do not have Pictures are always worth a thousand
the majority of their income subject words, but actually seeing our nation’s
history is priceless.
to normal production risk.
“Washington D.C. is an inspiring
How to apply
place,”
Kortes said. “It is the place that
Contact YF&R Coordinator
our
forefathers
chose to be the capitol
Kerin Clark at 866.272.2197 or
307.532.2002 or e-mail kclark@ of our new nation - expressing our desire to be a free country. I think it is
wyfb.org.
important that we remember that and
do our part to continue their dream of
our free nation.”
“Understanding the current issues,
kclark@wyfb.org. Application and
and
how the Farm Bureau Federation
nomination forms are also available
works
from the local to national level
at www.wyfb.org.
The WyFB YF&R Committee in responding to them, is a great reconsists of two representatives per cruitment tool,” Hamilton concluded.
district for a total of ten voting posi- “I am now prepared to explain just how
tions. The chair, vice chair, and sec- big of an impact an individual, local or
retary are voted on at the state annu- state Farm Bureau can have on our
al meeting from within the elected ability to effectively represent agriculture as a whole in our nation’s capital.”
district representatives.

YF&R Contest Deadlines—Enter to win $500
What does it take to win $500
cash at the Wyoming Farm Bureau
annual meeting in November? All
Farm Bureau members between the
ages of 18-35 are eligible. Read below to pick which contest ﬁts you
best.
The state winner in each event
will receive a $500 cash prize and a
trip to Nashville, Tenn. to compete
in the national competition.
Winning $500 for showcasing
your talents in agriculture is a good
incentive for Wyoming’s young
farmers and ranchers to consider
participating in this year’s Young
Farmer & Rancher competitions.
Discussion Meet—Oct. 12 postmark deadline
This competition simulates Farm
Bureau’s policy development process where members discuss agriculture issues and arrive at a solu-

tion. This competition will showcase
the contestant’s agricultural knowledge and the ability to participate
in a committee meeting setting. The
contest will be held Nov. 15-17 in
Laramie at the WyFB annual meeting.
Topics and reference lists for the
topics are available at www.wyfb.
org.
IDEAL CANDIDATE: Anyone
who talks about agriculture issues at
the dinner table or anywhere else for
that matter!
Achievement Award—Sept. 14
postmark deadline
The Achievement award competition is application based. Contestants are judged on their growth in
their agriculture operation and their
leadership skills. A contestant’s participation in Farm Bureau is a deﬁnite point getter from the judges.

YF&R Committee elections this fall
The state Young Farmer & Rancher Committee will elect one position
per district this fall. Young farmers
and ranchers interested in serving on
an energetic committee dedicated to
the success of young producers and
agriculture across Wyoming are encouraged to consider running for a
seat on the state YF&R Committee.
Committee members serve two-

year terms. Potential committee
members must be between the ages
of 18-35 and a regular Farm Bureau
member. District voting delegates
vote on the positions at each district
meeting. Those interested should
plan to attend their district’s meeting and notify your county president
to request an application form. Contact Kerin Clark at 866.272.2197 or
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Wyoming Primary Election
I believe we should establish nal intent by instituting targeted reminimum requirements for a listing forms on who is eligible to receive
petition, including: an analysis of EAJA reimbursements, limiting
the status of the species; its range; repeated lawsuits, and reinstating
John Barrasso
population trends and threats. We tracking and reporting requirements
Republican
also need to give
to make EAJA
Editor’s Note:
more transparWhen talking about the changes a more substantial
role
to
the
states
ent.
in
EPA
policy
over
the
past
40
years,
1) What is your position on the
All candidates were provided
and
general
pubIf Congress
there’s
really
only
one
sentence
that
Environmental Protection
the opportunity to answer spe- and the Presilic
in
determining
comes
to
mind:
This
is
not
your
parAgency’s regulation of water?
which species are ciﬁc questions important to the dent do not act
ents’ EPA.
In your response, please inagriculture industry. Those can- by the end of this
Instead of simply monitoring endangered.
clude your position on removdidates who replied have their year, American
Our
state
conoceans and rivers, the EPA intends
ing the term “navigable” from
to regulate even the smallest bod- tinues to surpass responses printed in this special taxpayers will
the Clean Water Act.
election issue.
face $310 billion
2) What is your position on En- ies of water – including mudﬂats, recovery goals and
honor
its
commitin tax increases
sand
ﬂ
ats,
wetlands,
sloughs,
prairie
dangered Species Act reform
ments
to
protect
and
recover
wolves,
next
year.
This
would
be, without
potholes,
wet
meadows
and
natural
and what do you see as a posgrizzly
bears
and
sage
grouse.
Wyoany
exaggeration,
the
largest
tax inponds.
sible solution to the problems
ming
is
in
the
best
position
to
decrease
in
American
history.
This decision is excessive and unfacing agricultural producers
Tax increases won’t help our fragnecessary.
I have repeatedly stated termine how our species should be
in relation to the ESA; speciﬁmanaged,
not
Washington.
ile
economy, and they won’t put the
that there is no reason for Washingcally the sage grouse, wolf and
For far too long, special interest brakes on Washington’s out-of-conton to seize control of all the water in
grizzly bear.
groups
have funded their anti-multi- trol spending. High taxes also leave
Wyoming
or
any
other
state.
Respon3) What is your position on reple
use
agenda
with Americans’ hard less money for businesses to expand,
sible
landowners
and
state
ofﬁ
cials
–
form of the Equal Access to
earned
taxpayer
dollars. It’s abso- innovate and create jobs.
not
Washington
bureaucrats
–
should
Justice Act?
lutely
absurd
that
Washington pays
Wyoming families deserve a tax
have
authority
over
these
areas.
4) What is your position on taxoutside
groups
to
repeatedly
sue
system
that is simple, fair, uniform
To put a halt to this egregious
es? In your response, please
our
government.
It’s
time
to
halt
the
and
consistent.
Most importantly,
overreach, I have introduced the
include your position on the
endless
cycle
of
reckless
lawsuits
they
deserve
a
system
that is based
“Preserve the Waters of the U.S.
death tax.
on what is in their best interests and
Act.” My bill will stop this unprec- and ﬁx this broken system.
5) What is your position on inAs
Chairman
of
the
Senate
Westnot the best interest of the governedented
Washington
power
grab
and
creasing regulations under the
ern
Caucus,
I
joined
Representament.
restore
Americans’
property
rights.
Clean Air Act; such as regutive
Cynthia
Lummis
to
introduce
I believe the death tax places an
It’s
time
to
get
EPA
lawyers
out
of
lating livestock emissions and
the
“Government
Litigation
Savextraordinary
burden on Wyoming
Americans’
backyards.
also regulating farm dust?
ings
Act,”
to
prevent
abuse
of
the
family
ranches,
farms and many
We cannot lose sight of the real
6) There have been efforts to reEqual
Access
to
Justice
Act
(EAJA)
family
owned
businesses.
This onergoal behind the Endangered Species
duce the regulatory burden on
by
large
environmental
groups
and
ous
tax
prevents
rural
families
from
Act: recovery and delisting. This is
pesticide applicators; what efan issue that directly affects the lives others who frequently challenge the passing down their life’s work to
forts, if any, would you support
of Wyoming ranchers, energy pro- federal government in court. Our their children and grandchildren,
in this area?
ducers and sportsmen. It has a direct bill will protect taxpayer dollars and and the uncertainty of the tax makes
7) Other: Other issues you want
impact on Wyoming livestock and restore accountability and transpar- it very difﬁcult to plan for the future.
to address and/or background
ency.
I want to eliminate the death tax
wildlife.
information.
The bill returns EAJA to its origi- and further reduce federal taxes that
sap small business and limit the ability of families to make the best decisions for their families.
I believe the top issue facing agriculture today is the Obama AdminIt is election time again. The yard signs, telephone
Through different organizations like Farm Bureau
istration’s decision to pursue their
calls and speeches say it all. I believe it is extreme- we can ﬁnd out what the candidates stand for on ceragenda by executive order and rulely important for every person 18 and older to vote. tain issues. Individually we can do the same. “Ask a
making. The EPA is trying to use the
“Bad ofﬁcials are elected by good citizens who do man which way he is going to vote, and he will probClean Air Act to push through back
not vote.”
ably tell you. Ask him, however, why, and vagueness
door Cap and Trade rules. The EPA
I do not know about you, but I get tired
is all.” Make sure you know what the canis pushing this policy despite biparof the empty promises and lip-service that
didates stand for when you vote for them.
tisan opposition.
happens this time of year. There are a couple
This special election issue of Wyoming
I know Wyoming’s farmers,
of ways to determine the qualities of each
Agriculture includes position statements
ranchers, and landowners are being
candidate running for any ofﬁce and what
from the candidates running for the U.S.
hurt by the policies and regulations
they stand for. Elected ofﬁcials running for
House of Representatives seat and United
coming out of Washington. We have
re-election will have a voting record. Take
States Senator. All candidates were provided
been successful in stopping some of
the time to ﬁnd out how they voted on the
the opportunity to answer speciﬁc questions
them.
issues they were faced with or how they
important to the agriculture industry. I enThere is now a bipartisan conhandle situations. As for people running for
courage you to read the statements that were
sensus in the U.S. Senate that the
the ﬁrst time, ﬁnd out what their associations are and submitted and learn more about each candidate so that
EPA has gone too far. I have introwhat they do for a living. Their background is very you are a more informed voter when you go to the polls
duced a bill that would legally place
important in inﬂuencing how they vote.
on August 21 to vote in the primary election.
the power to enact a Cap and Trade
Candidates for Wyoming’s
United States Representative
and United States Senator were
asked to submit a position statement (no more than 1,000 words)
addressing the following issues:

Candidates for
United States Senator

A message from WyFB State Government Affairs
Committee Chair Thad Dockery

See ‘WY Primary Elections’ page 6
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system with the legislature, where it
belongs – not with the EPA. I also
cosponsored the “Farm Dust Regulation Prevention Act” to stop EPA’s
attempt to regulate farm dust. The
bill also establishes a prohibition
against revising any national ambient air quality standards applicable
to coarse particulate matter.
Congress never intended for agricultural chemicals to be regulated
under the Clean Water Act. Farm
and forest chemical applications are
already subject to another federal
statute that protects human health
and the environment. Many of these
chemicals are already regulated and
are subject to rigorous scientiﬁc
testing before they can be sold and
used. In addition, landowners must
adhere to use instructions contained
on pesticide labels.
Subjecting landowners to an additional layer of bureaucracy under
the Clean Water Act is duplicative
and unnecessary. Clean Water Act
permits will also be expensive for
pesticide applicators and for state
regulatory agencies.
I have co-sponsored legislation,
S. 718, to ensure Clean Water Act
permits are not needed for the application of pesticides.
Wyoming people have a right to a
new standard of accountability from
Washington.
We continue to need stronger job
creation, a healthier economy and
a more accountable government.
There is a tremendous ﬁght over
the role of the federal government.
I stand with those who believe we
need a more efﬁcient, effective and
accountable government. I believe
in less government control and more
individual economic freedom.
In particular, we should repeal
the President’s health care law and
replace it with something that will
actually help patients.
Elections are not reward systems;
they’re job applications. I will be
traveling around Wyoming to listen to people and ask them to let me
keep ﬁghting for them to deliver a
more efﬁcient, effective and accountable government.

Tim Chesnut
Democrat
I support the EPA and their
charge when it is about public
safety and keeping the planet safe
for us all to live. The Baxter tie

plant polluted the town where I
grew up and may or may not have
contributed to the cancer my father and many of his friends have
died from. My grandfather and
great grandfather suffered from
black lung and the EPA is working now with increasing cases of
said disease in coal mines in West
Virginia and Pennsylvania. When
used as a political tool to stop viable industry with nitpicky rules It
can overstep its bounds. As far as
the “navigable waters” deﬁnition I
agree with the provisions that affect the petroleum industry. Look
no further away that the Sinclair
reﬁnery in Carbon county and its
discharges into the Platte river to
see the need for such revisions.
The ESA is a wonderful tool as it
was envisioned, but it is being used
to often for nefarious reasons. Case
in point the Prebble’s Meadow jumping mouse was listed to stop development along the front range in Colorado. Albany and Laramie counties
were thrust into the ﬁght because
ranchers and irrigators created the
riparian areas for these . I personally believe that the family rancher/
farmer should be included on the
endangered species list. The wolf
and the grizzly should be treated in
an area to area basis. When density
shows that the species needs to be
managed either removal or relocation that should be the option. The
sage grouse is tougher. where I live
used to be thick with sage grouse,
and there is no oil/gas exploration or
huge wind farms here to be blamed
for there exodus. I am not as aware
of the science on this species so that
is something I will need to explore
as this campaign moves forward.
I’m not going to waste a lot of my
1000 words on this. There are too
many lawyers in this country, and
too many frivolous lawsuits. From
health care to the EAS lawyers are a
major reason this country is broken.
Both my father and grandfather died
from complication of botched surgeries. Did we sue? No. Accidents
happen. No lawyers got rich for our
family to move on. Wow guess what
profession most members of congress claim?
My position is laid out in your
question. The only thing certain in
life is death and taxes. Even Ronald Reagan raised taxes knowing
that his programs had to be paid for
somehow. You don’t go to war without raising taxes. We have fought

the last several wars without the
people of the America suffering the
way the “greatest generation” did
with rationing and living without.
We are suffering now from the consequences of that decision. As far as
the death tax is concerned, I support
it. I just believe the threshold should
be raised.
With the near extinction of the
family farm and growth of large
scale ranching operations, I think
density should kick in regulations.
The “small” ranch should be exempted from much for the regulation unless situated near vulnerable
features like water sources. It’s not a
one size ﬁts all world. Things should
be looked at on an individual/local
level.
We are a smart country and we
have regs in place to study these
products. If were growing ﬁsh with
two heads and having deformed babies take the products off the market
and replace them with better proven
products. I have worked a lot with
the local weed and pest folks and
they do a great job with tools they
are given. Reducing burden is ﬁne
if you can prove it doesn’t hurt our
kids or our food.
I believe in compulsory service,
whether it is the armed forces, peace/
AmeriCorps or working in inner city
schools or family farms. Volunteerism, and doing for the local good of
the community, should be the cornerstone of our society.
I only got the chance to live on
a ranch for one year of my life, but
it was the richest year, and even
though it was hard living, it remains
the best year of my life. Witnessing
a live birth should be a part of everyone’s life experience. I didn’t like it,
but the sense of sharing of being on
a party line with four other families
was a life shaping experience. Now
kids fall apart when the internet goes
down.
I think the stimulus package
should have been to give any able
bodied person a chainsaw to harvest
the beetle kill before the forest just
became fuel to burn the American.
We could have used the timber instead of it using us up to provide the
man power to deep us all from turning to cinders.
When I was a kid I was the remote control and we watched what
dad wanted to watch. I don’t care
what the Nielsen ratings say about
most watched shows, because back
then on Sunday night everyone in

Vote August 21st!

this country watched the same thing.
Mutual of Omaha’s Wild Kingdom,
followed by the Wonderful World of
Disney. Don’t forget Candid Camera.
My best year in life was fourth
grade. Outside Casper We got to
walk two miles up hill both ways,
in two feet of snow to school every day. We had horses, pigs, dogs,
chickens, cows and guns.
Fourth grade is when you learn
Wyoming history. I went to poison
spider school, and we went to Ft.
Casper, Ft. Laramie, the wagon ruts,
independence rock and the Dave
Johnson power plant.
One of the families on our party
line was the tuckers, and they had
like 30 kids. One of the tucker kids
got hit by the principal, Mr. Deaver.
So Mr. Deaver got suspended for
three weeks, and Kelly Walsh, in
his nineties, was our interim principal. He locked his keys in his Volkswagen beetle and I got to crawl in
through his sun roof to retrieve his
keys.

Al Hamburg
Democrat
1. EPA does a poor job of protecting
clean water. Removing the word
navigable? Wyoming rivers do
not have ships.
2. Endangered species—the wolf is
always used as a scapegoat issue
to cover up real problems, leave
the wolf alone. The wolf has
more of a right to be on earth than
some people.
3. Equal Access to Justice—those
who have the gold have access to
justice, ask some poor slob that
had Wyoming Public Defenders
to defend them in court.
4. Rich people need to pay more tax.
The so called death tax only effects real rich people.
6. Pesticides are used too much. I
was in Vietnam 1967 when we
got covered with Agent Orange.
This is used in weed killers all
over. Ask those who got gassed
with pesticides.
7. Other: I was in Korea 1952; Germany in 1953-54, Japan in 195667 and Vietnam in 1967.

Thomas Bleming
Republican
No response submitted.
See ‘WY Primary Elections’ page 7
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William Bry
Democrat
No response submitted.

Emmet A. Mavy
Republican
No response submitted.

Candidates for
United States Representative
Cynthia M. Lummis
Republican
The Supreme Court ruled in
2001 the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) and the Corps of Engineers (Corps) overstepped their
regulatory boundaries by seeking to
Candidates for Wyoming’s
United States Representative
and United States Senator were
asked to submit a position statement (no more than 1,000 words)
addressing the following issues:
1) What is your position on the
Environmental Protection
Agency’s regulation of water?
In your response, please include your position on removing the term “navigable” from
the Clean Water Act.
2) What is your position on Endangered Species Act reform
and what do you see as a possible solution to the problems
facing agricultural producers
in relation to the ESA; speciﬁcally the sage grouse, wolf and
grizzly bear.
3) What is your position on reform of the Equal Access to
Justice Act?
4) What is your position on taxes? In your response, please
include your position on the
death tax.
5) What is your position on increasing regulations under the
Clean Air Act; such as regulating livestock emissions and
also regulating farm dust?
6) There have been efforts to reduce the regulatory burden on
pesticide applicators; what efforts, if any, would you support
in this area?
7) Other: Other issues you want
to address and/or background
information.

expand federal control over water.
For several years some Members of
Congress attempted to thwart the
Supreme Court by passing laws to
expand the deﬁnition of navigable
waters. Failing that, the EPA has
now taken it upon themselves to attempt the same thing by regulation.
Doing so would expand the jurisdiction of the CWA to all “waters of
the United States”- thereby extending the jurisdiction of the Act to the
currently unknown, but sweeping
number of common agricultural,
municipal, and other water uses.
This interpretation would bring
nearly every body of water and wet
area under Federal jurisdiction.
The Defense of Environment and
Property Act of 2012 (H.R. 4304),
introduced by Representative Tom
Rooney (R-FL), would restore the
original interpretation of navigable
waters. I am proud to be a cosponsor of this bill. The unjustiﬁable
encroachment of the EPA to exert
control over state water rights adds
to the unprecedented expansion of
the federal government’s interference in Wyoming people’s everyday lives. Wyoming has always
been a leader in state water regulations- our state constitution afﬁrms
that right.
The Endangered Species Act
is in desperate need of an update.
While the ESA did help recover the
bald eagle, the act has an abysmal
success rate of only 1%. We can do
better by taking a new look at the
ESA and what holds it back from
success. First, the ESA is driven by
litigation, not by science. An open
process involving many stakeholders is much more likely to produce
actual species conservation than
a closed, privileged decision conﬁned to a courtroom.
I am proud of the work Wyoming has done to get wolves re-

moved from ESA list. If all goes as
planned, WY will have a wolf hunt
this fall. We must continue the work
to remove the grizzly and keep the
sage grouse off the list. However,
these three issues alone highlight
that we cannot continue down the
road of a single species management. We can modernize the ESA
to support boots-on-the-ground
conservation that shows real results
without the heavy hand of government.
For four years I have worked to
reform the Equal Access to Justice
Act (EAJA) to close the loopholes
that have allowed environmentalists to exploit a program designed
for veterans and seniors. My bill,
H.R. 1996, makes those targeted
changes and keeps EAJA strong
for legitimate users. It has strong,
bipartisan support, and has been
endorsed by over 100 agriculture,
recreation, conservation, and energy groups. It is long past time we
stopped paying environmentalist
lawyers for ﬁling procedural lawsuits, especially when the law they
are using was never intended for
them in the ﬁrst place. I am hopeful
my bill will soon be approved by
the House of Representatives.
As someone who was raised on
and still works a family-owned
ranch, I understand the particular
strain of the death tax on Wyoming’s agricultural and small business community. I supported last
Congress’ tax compromise to set the
death tax rate of 35 percent with a
$5 million exemption for two years
because passage was better than allowing the rate to automatically increase to 55% with a $1 million exemption. I continue to advocate for
repeal of the death tax and hope we
will ultimately provide Americans
with the permanent death tax relief
they deserve. I also support making

our tax code ﬂatter and fairer.
I cosponsored H.R. 1633, the
Farm Dust Regulation Prevention
Act, and it passed the House in December 2011. While the EPA has
yet to amend the National Ambient
Air Quality Standards for nuisance
dust, it is important that Congress
make it clear that any federal regulations should have to prove the
beneﬁts outweigh the costs. Many
States, tribal and local laws are sufﬁcient for farm dust regulation and
a one-size-ﬁts-all policy is not conducive to the different climates and
environments across the country.
As a Member of the House Appropriations Subcommittee for Interior and Environment, I support
language in our committee draft
that prohibits regulations under the
Clean Air Act for permits for carbon
dioxide, nitrous oxide, water vapor,
or methane emissions resulting from
biological processes associated with
livestock production. Federal regulations on agriculture producers
have become burdensome and often
do not prove to be beneﬁcial to anyone involved in the process.
I cosponsored H.R. 872, the Reducing Regulatory Burdens Act
of 2011, and it passed the House
in March 2011. This measure
would overturn a 2009 federal appeals court ruling requiring farmers to obtain permits for pesticides
sprayed over water even though the
application is in compliance with
the product’s label. While the full
Senate has not had a debate on this
issue, it was reported favorably out
of their Agriculture Committee, and
I hope it gets conserved in the upcoming Farm Bill.

Chris Henrichsen
Democrat
No response submitted.

Need market updates?
Visit www.wyfb.org and click on the “Market
Updates” tab in the right column.
The American Farm Bureau Federation provides
monthly crop and livestock market updates.

Vote August 21st!
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“OutSTANDING IN THEIR FIELD”
News from the County Farm Bureaus

Niobrara County Farm Bureau presents scholarships
By Denise Baars, Niobrara County Farm
Bureau Secretary
The Niobrara County Farm Bureau is
pleased to announce the winners of our 2012
Graduating Senior and Continuing Education
scholarships.
Joe Kinchen is the winner of the $300
Graduating Senior scholarship. During his
high school career, Joe was active in 4-H,
sports, Student Council, and National Honor
Society as well working for his parents on
their ranch. Joe plans to study Agriculture
Business at Eastern Wyoming College. His
proud parents are long-time Farm Bureau


members John and Tana Kinchen of southern
Niobrara County.
Ashley Roetman receives this year’s $300
Continuing Education scholarship. Ashley
is pursuing a Bachlelor’s degree in Speech
and Language Pathology at the University of
Wyoming. She is an avid bow hunter and is
active in various Christian groups, outdoors
programs and disability awareness and advocate programs. Her parents are Brett and Mary
Roetman of Lusk.
The Farm Bureau Federation was formed
to support and educate farmers and ranchers
in their efforts not only to support their fami-

Summer Travel Discounts

Innovative, Action-Oriented
Ideas Sought

For Wyoming Farm Bureau Members

--County Activities of
Excellence entries due Aug. 31

Receiveadiscountattheseparcipang
hotelsusingyourspecialrate
NEWFBID#00209880
Bookonlineatchoicehotels.comorcalltoll
free800.258.2847

AsamemberoftheWyomingFarmBureauyouwillreceiveanaddional10%otheBest
AvailableRateatparcipangWyndhamHotellocaonseverymeyoutravel.
UseDiscountCode–68166



lies, but also to continue to feed and clothe a
growing population. Our focus is to maintain a
business climate where individuals from rural
areas are able to compete and thrive without
undue government interference.
It is the distinct pleasure of the Niobrara
County Farm Bureau to support our member
families in this unique way, in hopes that, as
these fine young people advance their educations, they are doing so in the hope of making a
better world for all of us tomorrow. We extend
our congratulations to this year’s scholarship
recipients and our best wishes of continued
success to all who applied.

ForCarRentalDiscountsUseAWD#A298850
Visitwww.avis.com
orcall800.331.1212

UseCDP#1773460
Gotohertz.com
18006542200.

931 Boulder Drive, Laramie, WY 82070
800.442.8325
Visit www.wyfb.org to learn more.

Innovative and action-oriented county activity ideas are being sought for the 2012 Wyoming
Farm Bureau County Activities of Excellence
competition. The entry deadline is Aug. 31,
2012.
If your county has conducted an OutSTANDING, innovative program or activity, we invite
you to enter it in the County Activities of Excellence competition. We know there are many
outstanding county activities and we want to
recognize those county Farm Bureaus for their
hard work and dedication as well as share ideas
across the state.
The ﬁve program categories for entries are:
1) Education and Ag Promotion, 2) Leadership
Promotion, 3) Member Services, 4) Policy Implementation, and 5) Public Relations and Information. $250 cash prizes will be awarded to
each of the ﬁve category state winners.
Counties selected as winners will be asked to
attend the annual meeting in Laramie Nov. 1517, 2012 to present the activity through a showcase display.
All qualifying applicants may be forwarded
to the AFBF competition. Thus, our state winner
may not necessarily be selected by AFBF. Up
to twenty-ﬁve county Farm Bureaus from across
the nation will be selected to present a display of
their innovative, action-oriented activity at the
Showcase at the American Farm Bureau Federation Annual Meeting, January 13-14, 2013 in
Nashville, Tennessee. Counties that are selected
to display their activities at the AFBF annual
convention will receive $2,250 toward expenses
incurred to participate in the CAE program.
The online application form, contest rules
and other details are available at www.wyfb.org.
Applications and rules have also been mailed to
county presidents. For more information, contact Kerin Clark at 866.272.2197 or kclark@
wyfb.org.
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America’s Heartland ﬁlming comes to Wyoming
By Kerin Clark
Telling the story of agriculture and its people is
the mission of the America’s Heartland television
show. Armed with a video
camera and questions, an
America’s Heartland production team traveled to
Wyoming in mid-July to
ﬁlm Wyoming agriculture.
Working with producer Kelly Peterson was
rewarding. She and videographer Kevin Burke
traveled across Wyoming
filming five different
stories. You can tell they
truly love the work they
do of telling agriculture’s
story. They also enjoy
the chance to visit with
farmers and ranchers and
learn more about what
they do to produce food
and care for the land.
Their goal is to tell the

story of the farmers and
ranchers in America.
The first step for the
producer is to find story
ideas. There were a few
travel guidelines and requests made and then we
were able to help locate
farmers and ranchers
able to participate. The
filming crew spends one
day per location and then
travels to the next filming location for the next
day’s shoot.
According to Peterson, from the time of
the filming to a finished
show will typically take
around three months.
She explained there are
several stages that the
filming follows. After
the footage is filmed it is
transcribed, then writing
begins, then editing and Perry Livingston looks at the family ranch’s centennial book with his father Ellis “Buddy”
more editing.
Livingston and his sister Janice Livingston during the America’s Heartland video
See ‘America’s Heartland ﬁlming comes to Wyoming’ page 15 ﬁlming. Kerin Clark photo.

Watch your energy
savings grow.
Rocky Mountain Power can help you grow your
bottom line. Our FinAnswer Express ® program
offers cash incentives for purchasing high-efﬁciency
irrigation equipment.
Just send in your application with a copy of an
invoice or receipt after purchasing and installing
the equipment.

© 2012 Rocky Mountain Power

The new equipment will make your irrigation
system run more efficiently. And your energy
savings will continue to grow. To apply, visit
rockymountainpower.net/wattsmart or call
1-800-222-4335.
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We need your voice
American Farm Bureau Federation
has launched the campaign “Stop
the Flood of Regulation.” The
EPA and Army Corps of Engineers
plan to expand the federal government’s reach under the Clean
Water Act through what is known
as a “guidance document.” This
document is overreaching in that

it is not about protecting waters,
but it is about regulating every
ditch, mud hole, or indentation in
the land that could possibly hold a
drop of water after it rains. Read
President Stallman’s column on
page 2 for more details.
The “Stop the Flood of Regulation” campaign needs you. We

From page 2

are calling on you to take the time
to contact the Administration and
let them know how this regulation
will impact you. It is really important that as many members as
possible contact the Administration asking them to withdraw this
Guidance Document.
Senator John Barrasso is the

original sponsor of the legislation
that would block this guidance
document and Senator Mike Enzi
has joined as a co-sponsor. We
thank our senators for their work
on this important issue. It is important that we all thank them for
their support.
Visit our website at www.wyfb.
org, click on the Stop the
Flood link to send your comments.
Each year in July all of the
state Farm Bureau presidents
gather in Washington D.C. for
the American Farm Bureau
Federation (AFBF) Council
of Presidents. We have representatives from the House Agriculture Committee as well as
many other good, informative
speakers.
The meeting is a great opportunity to meet with the
AFBF staff that are on the
Hill daily working on issues
important to agriculture. The
meeting is also an important
function that state presidents
perform in reaching out to
our congressional delegation
to influence legislation that
affects agriculture and rural
America. But, you don’t have
to travel to D.C. to influence
legislation, I urge you to influence this legislation by making the contacts to our Senators and the Administration.
You can help us stop this flood
of regulations from the comfort of your farm or ranch.

“DUE”
it for AG

The lifeblood of America.
They’re the humble heroes who rise before dawn and battle
the elements. They put clothes on our backs and food on
our tables. Their genuine values and tireless work ethic are
an inspiration to us all. We appreciate all that America’s
farmers do and invite you to join us in saying thanks at
www.fbfs.com/SayThanksToAFarmer.
FB02-WY (3-12)
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“Made in Wyoming” product promotion in November
--FB members asked to submit information before Oct. 5
A “gift idea” section featuring
Wyoming Farm Bureau members who make and sell Wyoming
made products may be printed in
the November issue of Wyoming
Agriculture. All Wyoming Farm
Bureau members who make and
sell “Made in Wyoming” products are invited to submit their

product(s) for consideration to be
included in the “gift section.” The
Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation will make the final decision
on what to print in the “gift section.”
Please submit the following
to Kerin Clark by Oct. 5, 2012
(kclark@wyfb.org or P.O. Box

Outstanding Workers
Betty has served as the membership secretary for the Campbell
County Farm Bureau since 1995.
She works for Agent Dave Daigle
and is licensed to sell auto, property
and liability; life and annuities, and
disability insurance. Recognized
for submitting timely and accurate
membership transmittals, Betty has
received the Outstanding Membership Secretary award ﬁve times.
In the nomination letter the Campbell County Farm Bureau wrote:
“Betty is a great people person who
is humble in the extreme. She is loyal to the insurance company, Farm
Bureau Federation, and clients.
She is a great asset to the Campbell
County Farm Bureau and Mountain
West Farm Bureau Insurance.”
Outstanding Agent
Tamey Peternal, of Lincoln
County, was named the 2012 WyFB
“Outstanding Membership Worker”
in the agent category. Peternal has
served as an agent for Mountain
West Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company for 16 years.
Tamey has received many awards
for her work in the insurance business and is always willing to organize and participate in Federation
activities within the county.
In the nomination letter the Lincoln County Farm Bureau wrote:

From page 1

“As an agent and an outstanding
member of the community, Tamey
has served Farm Bureau well. Because of her outstanding service both
as an agent and to the Federation she
is most deserving of this award.”
Outstanding Ofﬁce Staff
Kim Elmer, of Uinta County,
was named the 2012 WyFB “Outstanding Membership Worker” in
the ofﬁce staff category. Kim has
been involved with Farm Bureau for
four years. She works in the Uinta
County Farm Bureau Insurance
Evanston ofﬁce as the client service
representative.
In the nomination letter the Uinta
County Farm Bureau wrote: “Kim
truly thinks of all clients’ well being
when it comes to insurance, Federation or personal side. She makes sure
all Federation members that she has
contact with know the importance of
what being a member is and the beneﬁts membership has for both the
insurance and Federation side. She
is very knowledgeable about Farm
Bureau and shares her knowledge
with others.”
“We appreciate the dedication
Betty, Tamey, and Kim have for
membership work in Farm Bureau,”
WyFB Membership Chair Tim Pexton said. “They are truly an asset to
this organization.”

685, Torrington, WY 82240, PH:
307.532.2002):
• Name of company and product
you sell. Word limit is 40 words.
• Contact information, including
how to place orders.
• Logo (must be submitted via email in pdf or jpeg format) (These
will be used if space is available.)

• Product photos (must be submitted via e-mail in jpeg format.
These will be used if space is
available.)
The “gift idea” section will showcase Farm Bureau members products made here in Wyoming. Stay
tuned for great ideas for holiday gift
giving this year!

Stop the Flood
landowners need to preserve the authority the CWA has granted states
and localities for nearly 40 years and
stop the deluge of regulations and
permitting requirements that will
likely result if the Guidance Document is finalized. The two agencies
are piling on regulatory burdens
with little regard for the costs for
landowners. These costs, which
could be upwards of $30,000, with
increased permit requirements and
reduced nutrient applications, are
very real and have direct impacts on
the farm.
Engagement v. Regulation
It’s important that every Farm
Bureau member become engaged in
pushing Congress and the adminis-

From page 2

tration to block the Guidance Document before the end of this Congress.
There are many ways to get involved. Visit the FBAct Insider page
to learn more. For those who are social media savvy, follow @StoptheFlood on Twitter and post pictures
of your soon to-be regulated ditches
and puddles using the #stoptheflood
hashtag, or “Like” the Stop the Flood
of Regulation Facebook page, post
your pictures and comments and get
updates on the campaign.
It’s time to show Congress how
the Guidance Document could cost
farmers, ranchers and private property owners tens of thousands of dollars. It’s time to Stop the Flood of
Regulation.

Farmers and ranchers and plenty of other landowners, are gearing up for a water
fight with the Environmental Protection Agency and the Army Corps of Engineers
over their plan to use what’s known as a Guidance Document to flood farmers
and ranchers with regulations and permit requirements.

The Guidance Document about to be issued by EPA and the Corps would
dramatically expand the federal government’s reach under the Clean Water Act –
not to protect important rivers and streams, but to regulate ditches and grass
waterways.

For generations,
farmers and ranchers have
cared for the land and
their animals while
producing food and fiber
for our nation.

farmers and ranchers have
utilized the Wyoming Farm
Bureau Federation as their
“Voice for Agriculture.”

For generations,
the Wyoming Farm Bureau
has stood for constitutional
government, competitive
enterprise system, private
property rights and
individual freedom.

Take Action Now!
“Trust!” photo: Alta Barker, Evanston

For generations,

www.wyfb.org
800.442.8325

The grassroots efforts of Farm Bureau are needed to make
this campaign a success!
Read page 2 for more details. Then, visit www.wyfb.org,
click on the “Stop the Flood” icon and submit comments to
the Administration and send a thank you to Wyoming’s
Senators for their support.
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Wyoming Classiﬁeds
NOTICE
CLASSIFIED POLICY:

1) Wyoming Farm Bureau members
are entitled to free classiﬁed advertising in this publication for the purpose of
selling items they grow or make themselves, selling used machinery or household items, for posting wanted advertising. Real estate sales not included. Each
member family is entitled to two (2) free
ads per month, for 3 months, of up to 40
words each. Member ads will be accepted by mail at PO Box 685, Torrington,
WY 82240, fax to 307.532.2479 or
e-mail to kclark@wyfb.org. Please include member’s name and county.
2) Non-Wyoming Farm Bureau
members and WyFB members acting as
agents or dealers of products produced
outside the member’s family may purchase commercial classiﬁed advertising at $0.50 per word, at a minimum of
$5.00 per ad. Discounts: 5% for 4 to 9
insertions, 10% for 10 or more insertions. Commercial ads must be submitted in writing, and an agreement regarding payment must be made between
Farm Bureau and the advertiser.
DEADLINE:
Ads should be received by the 3rd
Thursday of the month in order to appear
in the next month’s issue. Advertisers are
asked to check your ad and report any
errors. Contact: Email kclark@wyfb.org
or call 307.532.2002. Paid ads must be
mailed, typed or neatly printed, together
with any payment due, to Wyoming Agriculture, Farm Bureau, P.O. Box 685,

Torrington, WY 82240. Free ads must be
resubmitted by mail or e-mail after running three months. Ads for which there is
payment due will run according to agreement between Wyoming Farm Bureau
and the advertiser. Advance payment is
preferred for ﬁrst-time advertisers.
NOTE:
The appearance of any ad in Wyoming Agriculture does not constitute an
endorsement or approval of the product
or service offered. The advertiser is liable for content of the advertisement
and any claims arising therefrom against
this publication. The Wyoming Farm
Bureau Federation reserves the right to
refuse any advertising not considered in
keeping with its publication’s standards.
LIVESTOCK
REGISTERED ANDALUSIAN
MARES FOR SALE. 13 year old mare,
microchip implant, light grey; 7 year old
mare, microchip implant, grey; 3 year
old filly, microchip implant, bay. Make
offer. Lander, Wyoming. 307.335.7218;
email: bbmalaonewest.net.
REGISTERED BELGIANS. Full
Sister & Brother, 2 year old Filly & 1
year old Colt. Call 307.629.0871.
EQUIPMENT
GENERATOR FOR SALE: Honda EM inverter 7000. Model EM7000.
Stock #015988. Never been used.
$3,900 O.B.O. 307.682.3307.
FOR SALE: STEEL CATTLE
GUARD. 10 FT. X 8 FT. $3,800. For

ROUNDUP
WYOMING LIVESTOCK

®

Wyoming's only weekly publication devoted to agriculture

Get online access to Wyoming’s only weekly
agricultural newspaper, the Wyoming Livestock
Roundup. Go to www.wylr.net to see all of our
new features including:
★ Searchable Classiﬁeds Section
★ Online Polls ★ Agricultural Links
★ Online Access to the Entire Roundup
★ Livestock Sales & Events Calendar
★ Digital Article Archives
★ Weekly Market Results
The Wyoming Livestock Roundup reaches over 80 percent of the
state's agricultural producers. We have subscribers
from Jackson to Pine Bluffs and from Hulett to
Evanston. Every major livestock auction
and implement dealer in the state advertise regularly in the Roundup. To
receive your copy or to inquire about
advertising call 800-967-1647
P.O. Box 850 • 680 North Glenn Rd
Casper, Wyoming 82602
(307) 234-2700
Toll Free: (800) 967-1647
www.wylr.net • roundup@wylr.net

Sale: FLATBED TRAILER. 23 FT.
long x 6 FT. wide; WOOD FLOOR.
$800. Suitable for hauling loads of hay
bales and rear lights for use on roadways. Call 307.287.6159.
FOR SALE: GUN CABINET.
Heigh 74 inches; width 43 inches. Lockup glass doors, lockup compartment for
hand guns and ammunition, veneer finish. $100. 4 GALLON BACKPACK
SPRAYER (Solo brand) $25. Call
307.287.6159.
MISC SHOP TOOLS FOR SALE:
Kwik way boring bar with attachments $1500; Lincoln Welder AC-225 - $225;
50,000 BTU kerosene heater - $120. Assorted other shop tools as well, Would

consider reasonable offers. Call evenings or weekends 307.568.2400.
MISCELLANEOUS
LIFT CHAIR for the handicap. Will
stand you up and lay you down. Like
new. Approx. $900 new. Will sell for
$650. Write to: Bill Logan, Box 7, Story,
WY 82842.
WYOMING SENIOR CITIZENS INCORPORATED, a private,
nonprofit organization.—Answers on:
Medicare Parts A, B and C; Medicare
drug plans; Paying for drugs; Medicare
supplements; other health plans, e.g. TriCare, RR; one-on-one counseling. All
services FREE. 1.800.856.4398.

New Members
ALBANY COUNTY

JOHNSON COUNTY

Thomas George, Laramie; Lynn Hill,
Laramie; Andrew Arnold, Laramie;
Mark Shively, Laramie; Jane Dominick,
Laramie; William Laegreid, Laramie

Scott Ross, Sheridan; Alan Tolman,
Buffalo; Abraham Mock, Buffalo; Keshia
Filbert, Buffalo; Richard Langerin,
Buffalo; Bob Butler, Buffalo; Shannon
Baker, Buffalo; Chasta Atter-Taylor,
Buffalo; Sam Linden, Riverton; Balor
Zigmont, Buffalo; Ty Zimmerschied,
Buffalo; Steven Bennett, Buffalo; Debbie
Nicholson, Buffalo; Tanner Madsen,
Buffalo; William Cattles, Buffalo; Robert
Johnston, Buffalo; Michael Hope,
Buffalo; Pauline Schuette, Buffalo;
Richard Jarvis, Buffalo; Stephen Follo,
Buffalo; Randolph Moses, Buffalo;
Lawrence Jarvis, Buffalo; Dave Ramsey,
Buffalo

BIG HORN COUNTY
Tyler Ennis, Lovell; Terry Triplett, Shell;
Travis Friesen, Basin; Cecil Mullins,
Manderson

CAMPBELL COUNTY
Charles
Boggs,
Gillette;
Dale
Vanhouten, Gillette; Monica Knievel,
Gillette; Donald Kelley, Wheatland;
Jayne Cudmore, Gillette; Nick Palmer,
Gillette; Charles Reynolds, Rozet;
Jeremy Lutonsky, Gillette; Earl Wallis,
Recluse; Chris Bennett, Gillette;
Suzanne Gillum, Gillette; Barb Litzinger,
Gillette; Ted Weischedel, Recluse;
Donald Mckim, Gillette; Cody Wineteer,
Moorcroft

CONVERSE COUNTY
Brent Moser, Douglas; Joseph Parker,
Gillette; Lester Koby, Douglas; Carey
Barney, Riverton; John Curry, Douglas;
Cody Barney, Douglas; Jacob Henrie,
Douglas; Timothy Weber, Douglas

CROOK COUNTY
Lanee Mahoney, Newcastle; Althea
Edwards, Moorcroft; James Diehl,
Upton; Ian D’ambrogi, Upton; Steven
Rutherford, Sundance; Bruce Hamilton,
Newcastle; Chandra Pollat, Sundance;
Stuart Nelson, Hulett

FREMONT COUNTY
Scott Harris, Riverton; Laurie Goodman,
Laramie; Tom Hughes, Riverton; Jeffrey
Judkins, Lander; Anthony Keele,
Riverton; Jesse Miller, Lander; Garrett
Miller, Riverton; Gregory Martinez,
Lander; Michael Muellerleile, Riverton;
James Carpenter, Lander; Brandon
Weber, Riverton; Ryan Bjerke, Riverton;
James Bucknell, Pavillion; Richard
Campbell, Riverton; Cody Delay,
Cheyenne

GOSHEN COUNTY
Brett Meyer, Torrington; William
Hennessy, Torrington; Leo Galvan,
Torrington; Teresa Mainor, Torrington;
Beverly Schwartzkopf, Torrington;
Mule Shoe Land & Cattle, Torrington;
Brice Martin, Veteran; Lisa Owens,
Torrington; Connie Booth, Torrington;
Marisa Johnson, Lagrange; Cheryl
Snyder, Torrington

HOT SPRINGS COUNTY
Duane Bjorhus, Thermopolis

LARAMIE COUNTY
David
Duncil,
Cheyenne;
David
Durako, Cheyenne; Erin Levenhagen,
Cheyenne; Beatrice Herrera, Cheyenne;
Edward
Faircloth,
Cheyenne;
Nathan Asay, Cheyenne; Michael
Zumo, Cheyenne; Wayne Lemaster,
Cheyenne; Kevin Lebeda, Cheyenne;
David Janes, Cheyenne; Janet Gage,
Cheyenne; Wayne Lerwick, Albin;
Kirsten Jewell, Cheyenne; Michael
Johnson, Cheyenne; Keith Anderson,
Cheyenne; Justin Salisbury, Cheyenne;
Latisha Nett, Cheyenne; Perry Newkirk,
Pine Bluffs; Gilbert Nitsch, Cheyenne;
Russell Pollard, Cheyenne; Dennis
Magnusson, Horse Creek; Jacquelyn
Wilson, Cheyenne; Randy Sindelir,
Cheyenne; Jill Pruett, Cheyenne; Jeffrey
Sherman, Cheyenne; Robert Watson,
Lagrange; Traci Scheel, Cheyenne

LINCOLN COUNTY
Jason Wolﬂey, Thayne; Lindsey
Mckane, Kemmerer; Ed Degraffenreid,
Bedford; Terry Vetos, Kemmerer;
Robert Ellis, Diamondville; Buckner
Miller, Lander

NATRONA COUNTY
Josh Harding, Casper; Jon Brady,
Alcova; Shawn Barbarick, Casper; Kent
Brooks, Glenrock; Samantha Bryant,
Casper; Kelly Ortiz, Casper; Michael
Hays, Casper; Marlene Gibbins,
Casper; Bobbi Gerlock, Casper; Sarah
Clark, Casper; Erik Roylance, Casper;
Brandon Davison, Casper; Jay Benson,
Casper; Valerie Cahoon, Casper;
Kerri Mcdill, Casper; Kirsten Martinez,
Casper; Jesse Mcaulay, Evansville;
Alice Kraft, Casper; Peter Morzenti,

See ‘New Members’ page 14
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News Notes News Notes News Notes
UW bulletin highlights Governor Announces New Director of Water
Europeans Face
Development Ofﬁce
Skyrocketing Egg Prices cattle, sheep, crop,
CHEYENNE, Wyo. – Governor velopment Ofﬁce after serving as
Europeans are coping with a weed research
new reality when it comes to the
humble egg—prices are 67 percent
higher than one year ago. Production has dropped 15 percent since a
government mandate banning conventional cage house systems for
hens went into effect in January.
“Reasons for Rufﬂed Feathers,”
a recent Chicago Tribune opinion
piece by Mike Doherty, (http://illinoisfarmbureau.files.wordpress.
com/2012/07/rufﬂed-feathers.pdf)
senior economist and policy analyst
at Illinois Farm Bureau, explores
the situation, including the Egg
Products Inspection Act Amendments of 2012, which would ban
conventional cages for laying hens
in the U.S.
Farm Bureau opposes efforts to
legislate animal care standards, advocating instead that any welfare
criteria be established using science-based methods.

Beef cattle, sheep, traditional and
alternative farm crops, specialty crops
including vegetables, turf grass variety trials and weed control are among
research projects covered in the Wyoming Agricultural Experiment Station’s (WAES) Field Days Bulletin.
This is the publication’s second
year.
“The goal of the bulletin is to document and make publicly available the
content of research and other activities
being conducted by WAES and at the
four University of Wyoming research
and extension (R&E) centers,” said
WAES director Bret Hess. “The bulletin provides a forum for researchers
and educators afﬁliated with WAES to
publish results of their activities and to
introduce new projects.”
The publication is posted on the
WAES website at http://www.uwyo.
edu/uwexpstn/ under Important Links
on the left-hand side of the page.

AFBF: FDA’s Livestock Antibiotic Proposals
Based on Theory
WASHINGTON, D.C., July 13,
2012—Citing a lack of data to support
limiting antibiotic use in livestock, the
American Farm Bureau Federation
has told the Federal Drug Administration that it is concerned with proposals
that would restrict antibiotic use based
on unproven theory.
AFBF submitted comments to FDA
on two proposals made by the agency
earlier this year. According to FDA,
the agency is taking action to help preserve the effectiveness of medically
important antimicrobials for treating
disease in humans, but FDA has not
demonstrated whether the actions will
have any effect on antibiotic resistance, AFBF said.
“AFBF agrees that human antibiotic resistance is a serious and growing
healthcare problem. Developing strategies for reducing antimicrobial resistance is critically important for protecting both public and animal health,”
said AFBF President Bob Stallman.
“However, we are extremely concerned with FDA actions, which seem
to indicate the agency is basing complex animal health policies on theory,
rather than sound scientiﬁc studies.”
According to AFBF, FDA intends to
curb antibiotic use in livestock without
fully understanding the impact on public health. There have been no peer-reviewed scientiﬁc studies to support the
theory that judicious use of antibiotics
in livestock increases antibiotic resistance in humans. In addition, there is no

data to indicate that limiting antibiotic
use in livestock decreases human health
problems with antibiotic resistance.
“Antibiotics in livestock are currently used carefully in a highly-regulated
process,” said Stallman. “FDA has and
continues to exercise the authority to
review every animal health product,
including antibiotics, prior to approval,
and at periodic intervals after the product is on the market. These regulatory
and industry layers of protection are
based on years of data collection, and
products available to livestock caretakers today have gone through rigorous and continuous scientiﬁc testing,”
AFBF asserted.
AFBF believes it is imperative that
any new policies relative to antibiotics
be grounded in data and reﬂective of
the realities of the diversity of modern
animal agriculture production, Stallman said. The limitation or elimination
of animal antibiotic use in the livestock
industry will have negative economic
and animal health consequences.
“Food animal producers have relied
on the beneﬁts of antibiotics for many
years to keep animals healthy, reduce
environmental impact on land and resources, and provide consumers with
an abundant supply of safe and affordable meat and poultry,” continued
Stallman. “Any changes in availability
of these products must be undertaken
carefully to reduce unnecessary negative impacts to animals, producers and
veterinarians.”

Matt Mead appointed Harry LaBonde as the next Director of the
Wyoming Water Development Ofﬁce. LaBonde replaces Mike Purcell
who retired July 5, 2012.
“Water is one of our most critical
resources in Wyoming and the Director of Water Development plays
a key role in managing our state’s
water resources. Harry has a depth
of knowledge about Wyoming water
issues and the skill to analyze long
term solutions. He will continue a
long tradition of strong leadership,”
Governor Mead said.
LaBonde comes to the Water De-

Wyoming’s Deputy State Engineer
for 9 years. He previously worked
for the cities of Riverton and Laramie and in the private sector. LaBonde is a registered, Professional
Engineer in Wyoming.
“I am honored Governor Mead
has shown conﬁdence in me by appointing me to this position. Wyoming has one of the most respected
water development organizations
in the country and I am humbled to
work with this great staff,” LaBonde
said.
LaBonde’s ﬁrst day on the job is
July 23, 2012.

UW receives biggest-ever grant to study
Wyoming hydrological systems
LARAMIE, July 13, 2012 –
Researching the state’s hydrological systems and how they respond
to changes, including pine beetles
and climate variability, has drawn
the largest grant in the history of
the University of Wyoming.
The $20 million, five-year
grant from the National Science
Foundation to Wyoming’s EPSCoR (Experimental Program to
Stimulate Competitive Research)
office, will also establish the Wyoming Center for Hydrology and
Geophysics at UW.
Two faculty members in the
College of Agriculture and Natural Resources – molecular biology professor Anne Sylvester and
Scott Miller, an associate professor in the Department of Ecosystem Science and Management –
will lead the research with Steve
Holbrook, professor in geology
and geophysics in the College of
Arts and Sciences.
In addition to establishment
of the hydrology and geophysics
center, the grant provides for four
new faculty positions, two facility managers, two information
technology positions and a variety of graduate and undergraduate
research opportunities.
This interdisciplinary award
brings together researchers and
educators from four UW colleges
and 11 departments.
The grant will pay for acquisition of scientific equipment, including streamflow and groundwater
measurement
devices.
Much of that equipment will be
portable, allowing for temporary
field installations around the state.

EPSCoR supports efforts to enhance research, science and mathematics education and workforce
development.
Changes that can affect hydrological systems include pine
beetle outbreaks, which could
alter snowpack melt rates and affect late-season streamflows and
groundwater recharge; climate
variability, which has already
been shown to have wide-ranging
impacts on water resources; and
shifts in land use, such as oil and
gas development, said Miller, a
hydrologist.
Wyoming community colleges
are part of the effort, which will
include collaboration with multiple state and federal agencies and
the Wind River Tribal College.
In addition, at least three private
firms have agreed to provide summer internship opportunities for
students in exchange for use of
hydrology and geophysics center
equipment.
“We’ll be building research
infrastructure for the entire state
and bringing new technology to
the region,” said Sylvester, who
heads Wyoming’s EPSCoR. “As
the only research university in the
state, we recognize and embrace
our responsibility to conduct
statewide research consistent with
the state’s needs.”
Educational outreach also is a
major component of the program
and will include work with high
school and community college
teachers around the state. A series
of town-hall meetings is planned
around the state to seek public input on water issues.
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Amendment prohibiting horse slaughter inspection
funds will impact humane horse care
June 19, 2012—Prohibiting the
Department of Agriculture from
spending federal dollars to provide inspection for the slaughter of
horses would materially contribute

to the increasing number of abandoned and neglected horses in the
United States, the American Farm
Bureau Federation told the House
Appropriations Committee on June

Obituary
Leonard C. Swanson
December 13, 1931-June 14, 2012
Funeral services for Leonard
C. Swanson were held Tuesday,
June 19, 2012 at the Christian
Church in Gillette, Wyoming
with Pastor Lonn Sassman ofﬁciating. Mr. Swanson, age 80,
died June 14, 2012 at Campbell
County Hospice House following
a series of strokes.
Leonard C. Swanson was born
December 13, 1931 in Gillette,
Wyoming the son of Otto and
Dora (Robbins) Swanson. He attended rural schools in northern
Campbell County and graduated
from Campbell County High
School in 1950. During his youth,
Leonard was active in 4-H and
FFA attending National Junior
Leadership camps in Minetonka,
Michigan and National 4-H Congress in Chicago, Illinois in 1950.
After graduation, due to the failing health of his father Leonard
took over running the family
dairy farm south of Gillette.
June 16, 1951 Leonard married
Merna Jo Kintz, his high school
sweetheart, of Lawver, Wyoming.
To this union ﬁve sons were born.
Mr. and Mrs. Swanson celebrated
their 60 year anniversary in 2011.
Over the years, Leonard transformed the dairy into a sheep and
cattle ranch then added hogs and
chickens. The eggs were marked
as Swanson Eggs in the local grocery stores for about six years. In
the fall Leonard usually worked
construction jobs around town
until the snow got deep and winter feeding began. In 1972 he
was baptized and joined the First
Christian Church and served as
a Deacon for many years. Having a desire to grow tall corn and
green alfalfa, the Swanson’s purchased a small irrigated farm near
Nisland, South Dakota in 1984.
This was not a proﬁtable venture
but Leonard enjoyed his irrigated

farm. Running two farms 120
miles apart was too much work
and the farm in Nisland was sold.
Leonard worked the farm south
of Gillette until his death.
Throughout his farming career
Leonard was very active in the
Farm Bureau organization. As a
young man, he won a speaking
contest at the state level and was
awarded a trip to the National
Farm Bureau Convention in Miami, Florida to represent the state
of Wyoming in the national contest. In 1997 Mr. Swanson was
awarded the Wyoming Farm Bureau Leadership Award.
During the 1960’s Mr. Swanson fought to save the rural school
districts and also worked hard to
bring modern telephone service
to rural Campbell County. From
1993 – 1999, he served on the
Campbell County Planning Commission. He also was a member
of the Farmers Coop Board and
served as a 4-H and Boy Scout
leader.
Mr. Swanson enjoyed traveling, building, woodworking,
dancing, and family activities. He
was especially fond of hosting
threshing bees and hot dog roasts.
Leonard is survived by his
wife, Merna of Gillette, WY; four
sons, Gerald Swanson of Wheatland, WY; Ronald and Robert
Swanson of Gillette, WY; Eric
Swanson of Brookings, SD; thirteen grandchildren; sister, Irene
Gould of Fredrick, CO.
He was preceded in death by
his parents; son, David Swanson
and one granddaughter.
Memorials and condolences
may be sent in Leonard’s name
in care of Walker Funeral Home,
410 Medical Arts Court, Gillette, WY. Condolences may also
be sent via the internet at www.
walkerfuneralgillette.com.

19. During mark up of the Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and
Drug Administration, and Related
Agencies FY 2013 Appropriations
Bill, members of the House Appropriations Committee approved an
amendment that prohibits funding
for horse slaughter inspection.
“Farm Bureau opposes any
amendment which precludes the
Department of Agriculture from
spending federal dollars to provide
inspection for the slaughter of horses for human consumption,” Bob
Stallman, president of the American
Farm Bureau Federation, wrote.
Farm Bureau pointed out that
abandoned and neglected horses in
the U.S. now number in excess of
100,000, not counting Bureau of
Land Management animals.
“Prohibiting horse slaughter infringes on the legal property rights

of horse owners and represents interference by Congress in the harvesting of livestock for reasons
unrelated to safety,” Stallman continued.
Farm Bureau will continue working on this issue as the debate moves
to the ﬂoor of the House. “We oppose the amendment that passed the
House Appropriations Committee
in June,” Ken Hamilton, Wyoming
Farm Bureau Federation Executive
Vice President, said. “We certainly
support efforts to allow the possible
continuation of horse slaughter to
humanely address issues associated
with unwanted horses.”
“Our members have witnessed
ﬁrsthand how an emotional response
on the part of some of our policy
makers has resulted in unwarranted
suffering for unwanted horses,”
Hamilton concluded.

New Members
From page 12
Alcova; Isaac Linaman, Casper; Steven
Johnson, Casper; Kyle Mills, Casper;
Ryan Mueller, Evansville; James
Kommn, Mills

Deluna, Sheridan; Roy H Williams,
Sheridan; Justin Will, Sheridan; Doug
Steffen, Sheridan; James Record,
Story; Brendon Jesperson, Big Horn;
Theresa Hamilton, Sheridan

PARK COUNTY

SUBLETTE COUNTY

Lawerence Larsen, Powell; Kathleen
Dunks, Cody; Katie Frandsen, American
Fort; Ginger Lieser, Powell; Nicole
Singbeil, Powell; William Walbert, Cody;
Lee Elton, Powell; Kristin Manley, Cody;
Gregory Vandersnick, Cody; Jory Yates,
Deaver; Cynde Braten, Greybull; Jeffrey
Briggs, Cody; Gary Brinkerhoff, Brigham
City; Michael Wagner, Cody; Philip
Theriault, Cody; Dirk Cozzens, Ralston;
Cheryle Teresi, Cody; David Taylor, Cody;
Shan Taggert, Cody; Lloyd Lippert,
Cody; Gibson Condie, Powell; Mary Ann
Sapp, Powell; Dawn Brumbaugh, Wapiti;
Clint Phillips, Clark; Kallie Kent, Powell;
Carlie Otto, Powell; Noralee Hoefer,
Powell; Jennifer Pehringer, Cody; Kevin
Kendrick, Powell; Connie Mowatt, Cody;
Paul Prosser Iii, Cody; Jeannine Wright,
Powell; Jeffrey Gilroy, Cody; Kyle Bales,
Cody

Stuart Thompson, Pinedale; John
Paulson, Pinedale; Brenda Darrah,
Lander; Mike Frazier, Big Piney; Toni
Masters, Boulder
Sweetwater County
Marla Mahoney, Green River

SHERIDAN COUNTY
Barry Mann, Sheridan; Dave Lemons,
Sheridan; Randall Bone, Sheridan;
Michael Hoover, Sheridan; Rodney
Holwell, Sheridan; Erin Leis, Sheridan;
Toni Ilgen, Sheridan; Samuel Watson,
Sheridan; Trenton Kerns, Ranchester;
Stacey Jacobs, Sheridan; Calvin Bond,
Gillette; Kyle Boyd, Sheridan; Rene

TETON COUNTY
Keith Benetiel, Wilson; Elizabeth Nell
Moore, Jackson; Mike Robertson,
Jackson; Don Blana, Jackson; Gregory
Bierman, Jackson; Barbara Carlsberg,
Jackson; Mary Katherine Long,
Jackson; Kristen Omlar, Jackson;
Wendy Loeper, Powell; Benjamin Hilke,
Jackson; Leonard Kleiman, Wilson

UINTA COUNTY
Ben Richins, Evanston; Paul Muth,
Lyman; Jose Navidad, Evanston;
Frank Neely, Evanston; Kelly Johnson,
Evanston; Thomas Rowles, Evanston;
Annette Hull, Evanston; Howard
Brinton, Lyman; John Robertson,
Evanston; Vern Simpson, Evanston;
Allan Smith, Evanston

WASHAKIE COUNTY
George Sheaff, Worland; Conrado
Deniz, Worland; Lyle Nelson, Worland;
Nancy Sutherland, Ten Sleep; Warren
Swiger, Worland; Dale Lyman, Worland;
Virginia Rhodes, Worland

Visit the Wyoming Farm Bureau Young Farmer &
Rancher Committee on Facebook to view the
photo gallery from the Washington D.C. trip and
a short video clip about the experience.

Go to wyfb.org and click on the Facebook link.
P.S. It is an open page so you don’t have to be
on Facebook to view the photos.
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America’s Heartland ﬁlming comes to Wyoming
From page 9

Producers that will be featured
on America’s Heartland are:
• Perry Livingston, Crook
County centennial ranching
family
• Ryan Fieldgrove, Johnson
County rancher
• Lois VanMark, Goshen County farmer
• Todd Fornstrom, Laramie
County farmer

•

Patrick Zimmerer, Goshen
County farmer
Once the show schedule is
planned for the Wyoming episodes, we will announce the
schedule here in Wyoming Agriculture. In its eight season, America’s Heartland is a nationally renowned television series that can
be viewed on Wyoming PBS or
RFD-TV.

Goshen County wheat farmer Lois VanMark is interviewed by the
America’s Heartland production team. Kerin Clark photo.

Wyoming Farm Bureau President Perry Livingston getting ready for
his interview with the America’s Heartland production team of Kevin
Burke, videographer, and Kelly Peterson, producer. Kerin Clark photo.
About America’s Heartland:
This nationally-distributed television program is the most prominent
offering of positive stories about
American agriculture weekly on air,
and daily online. America’s Heartland has given hundreds of farm and
ranch families across all 50 states
the opportunity – in their own words
– to share the diverse story of agriculture with consumers. Yet it’s more
than that, it’s personal. Through the

show’s programming these agriculturalists have been able to emotionally connect urban and rural
viewers alike. Their stories forged
common ground to unite through
values and needs – more than about
just the essentials like food & shelter
– but about our love for our families
and generations to come, an appreciation for the land and caring for
the environment. On the web, www.
americasheartland.org

Videographer Kevin Burke and WyFB President Perry Livingston
visit about ranching during a break of the ﬁlming for the television
show “America’s Heartland.” Kerin Clark photo.

Should Death Really be Taxed?
By Glen Cope
Two things in life that often bring
about the most grief are death and
taxes. So when these two are combined, it makes for a cocktail of
anxiety. Isn’t it enough that a family must deal with the grieving that
comes from the passing of a loved
one? Yet, political leaders in Washington, D.C., ﬁnd it necessary to
exacerbate that grief by taxing the
occasion.
Most young farmers and ranchers have worked from an early age
alongside their parents on the family farm, making it a joint effort
to improve the farm, pay bills and
reduce debt. Not only do young
farmers have a vested interest in the
farm, but they consider themselves
co-owners. So, you can imagine our
frustration knowing that the inevitable is lurking behind the barn door.

After our parents pass on, the Internal Revenue Service will demand a
sizable portion of the family farm.
Farmers are, as the old phrase
goes, “asset rich and cash poor.”
Unfortunately, when parents pass,
the estate tax is triggered because
of high land prices. A fact that most
people in this country don’t understand.
The average age of the American farmer is 57. So, at an age when
most Americans are preparing for
retirement, farmers are still hard at
work. As the average age of farmers
increases, the need for permanent
repeal of the estate tax is all that
much more important. Especially if
we want young people to return to
the farm. Stiﬂing their ambitions by
imposing a death tax that penalizes
their achievement is not an incentive.

On January 1, 2013, the death tax
will fall back to its original position
of having only a $1 million exemption toward the value of the estate
and then it will be taxed at a rate of
55 percent.
To give you an idea how little a
$1 million exemption will go toward easing the mind-numbing pain
felt by this hideous tax; if a farm
valued at $3,000 per acre fell under the death tax, only roughly 333
acres would be exempt. However,
many farmers will tell you in today’s
world, 333 acres will not go very far
to support one family, let alone two
and sometimes three generations
that may rely on the farm to provide
their livelihoods.
There are many events in
which taxation can come into play
throughout a person’s life. For example, sales tax when we make a

purchase and capital gains tax when
we sell something at a higher price
than what we paid. When we own
something, we even pay a property
tax. We pay Social Security taxes
toward our retirement. So the question must be asked; if we are taxed
in this country seemingly every time
we make a move when it comes to
spending, saving and making money, should we be taxed simply because we have taken our last breath?
Should we make it more difﬁcult for
our children to continue the family
farm? The majority of farmers and
ranchers would argue the answer is
most deﬁnitely NO!
_____________________________________

Glen Cope, a fourth generation
beef producer in Southwest Missouri, is chair of the American Farm
Bureau Federation’s Young Farmers
and Ranchers Committee.
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AFBF Environmental Issues Conference 2012—Gillette, Wyo.
During the American Farm Bureau Federation
Environmental Issues Conference, participants toured an area of the coal mine that had
been reclaimed. A North Antelope Rochelle
Mine employee (center) explains to the group
the reclamation process. He noted that cattle
grazing is a key component of the reclamation
process. Kerin Clark photo.

Eighteen state Farm Bureaus and staff from the
American Farm Bureau Federation traveled to Gillette, Wyo. May 29-June 1 to attend the AFBF Environmental Issues Conference hosted by the Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation. Here the group poses
for a picture at the edge of a coal pit. Kneeling in
the front are WyFB’s Brett Moline and Ken Hamilton.
The states represented are: Ohio, Kansas, New Jersey, Texas, Colorado, Nebraska, Michigan, South
Dakota, Wyoming, Pennsylvania, Iowa, Montana,
Indiana, Virginia, Arkansas, Florida, North Carolina,
and Arizona. Kerin Clark photo.

