
By Kerin Clark
The Wyoming Farm Bureau Fed-

eration (WyFB) applauds the Janu-
ary 23, 2020 announcement of a 
new Clean Water rule that brings 
much-needed clarity and certainty 
to enforcement of the Clean Water 
Act. The new rule issued by the EPA 
and Corps of Engineers brings clar-
ity to which level of government – 
federal or state – oversees dry land 
that is sometimes wet. The new rule 
does not change who oversees per-
manent waterways, such as lakes, 
rivers, streams and other bodies that 

always or usually contain water. It 
does make clear that usually dry 
areas should not be considered fed-
eral waters. The new rule does not 
reduce environmental protections 
for water.

“Wyoming Farm Bureau mem-
bers deeply value protecting water 
resources,” WyFB President Todd 
Fornstrom stated. “Clean water and 
clear rules are what we believe in. 
By drawing clear lines between wa-
ters of the U.S. and waters of the 
state, the new rule strengthens the 

By Brett Moline
The 2020 session of the Wyo-

ming Legislature starts February 
10, 2020. This year’s session is a 
budget session so the budget bill 
will be the emphasis of the ses-
sion. 

Select Water Committee will 
bring several bills. Along with 
the annual Omnibus Water Bills 
for each planning and construc-
tion, Select Water is bringing a 
bill which will have the Game 
and Fish hold public meetings 

at the beginning of the process 
when instream flow applications 
are made. The purpose of this bill 
is to hopefully make affected and 
interested parties aware of the ap-
plication earlier in the process. 
Currently, notifications are done 
after the technical work has been 
performed. WyFB will support 
this bill.

The Select Water Committee 
will also bring a bill to establish an 
emergency water project account. 
This account would be accessible to 

By Kerin Clark
Make plans to travel to the Capi-

tol City in February for 2.5 days 
packed with educational 
and informational speak-
ers, a day at the Capitol, 
a meeting with Wyo-
ming’s Governor and 
much more. “Liberty 
and Justice for Ag” is 
the theme of the Feb. 
26-28, 2020 Wyoming 
Farm Bureau (WyFB) 
Young Farmer & Rancher 
(YF&R) Conference in Cheyenne, 
Wyo.  The conference is hosted by 
the WyFB YF&R Committee for 

farmers and ranchers of all ages. 
Children are welcome. No member-

ship required to attend. Whether 
you farm or ranch, work in 

ag business or have fam-
ily in agriculture—this 
conference is for you!

With so many issues 
facing agriculture, it is 
important that those is-

sues are discussed open-
ly and effectively.  At this 

conference you will have 
the opportunity to listen to sev-

eral great speakers talk about some of 
those issues facing agriculture. 
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Legislative agriculture issues will 
be presented at the 2020 Wyoming 
Farm Bureau Federation (WyFB) 
Legislative Meeting. The meeting will 
be Feb. 27-28 at the Red Lion Hotel 
and Conference Center in Cheyenne. 
Held annually to coincide with the 
legislative session, the meeting pro-

vides Farm Bureau members the op-
portunity to meet with their legislators 
one-on-one and hear about current 
issues. This year the WyFB Young 
Farmer & Rancher Conference begins 
on Feb. 26th and will be held jointly 
with the WyFB Legislative Meeting.

Wyoming Farm Bureau 
Federation Legislative Meeting 
Feb. 27-28 in Cheyenne

See ‘WyFB Legislative Meeting’ page 13

Policy development starts 
with one person bringing up 
an issue at the local coun-
ty Farm Bureau meeting. 
Your voice matters. Wyo-
ming Farm Bureau Federa-
tion Voting Delegates Todd 
Fornstrom and Cole Coxbill 
were at work for you during 
the 2020 American Farm 
Bureau Federation voting 
delegate session in mid-
January.  Rebecca Colnar/
Montana Farm Bureau 
Federation photo.

Young Farmers and Ranchers Conference 
Feb. 26-28 in Cheyenne

Final step in grassroots policy development 
at national meeting

2020 Wyoming Legislature Preview

See ‘New Clean Water Rule’ page 12

New Clean Water Rule provides clarity



Page 2 February 2020

By Ken Hamilton, WyFB Execu-
tive Vice President

One of the things that is always 
amazing when attend-
ing the American Farm 
Bureau Federation an-
nual meeting is the shear 
diversity of agriculture in 
the United States. We also 
learn about the diversity of 
issues too and when you 
consider how many differ-
ent commodities come to-
gether at the annual meet-
ing it is a small wonder our 
system of adopting policy developed 
the way it did. I doubt it could occur 
any other way and still be successful 
for over 100 years.

The voting delegates to the national 
convention were busy going through 
the policies forwarded to them from 
the resolutions committee. They 
amended and discussed and then ei-
ther voted up or down those resolu-
tions which they felt need to be added 
to our policies. This is the purpose of 
the meeting, but the meeting also has 
workshops, tours, a trade show and 
other events for members and guests.

For the third year in a row, the 
United States President addressed 
the members who attended. He men-
tioned a Wall Street Journal article 
that said he had a popularity rating of 

83% among agriculturalists. He seems 
to certainly feel comfortable address-
ing farmers and ranchers. He also 

led with his condolences 
to Zippy Duvall and his 
family because he had 
learned, what others had 
heard, that Bonnie Duvall 
had passed away the day 
before after a long battle 
with ovarian cancer. 

Bonnie had traveled to 
Wyoming with her hus-
band when Wyoming 
hosted the American Farm 

Bureau’s Environmental Issues Con-
ference. She was a delightful lady and 
it was clear that she and Zippy were a 
team. He always made sure Farm Bu-
reau members knew that. At his most 
recent visit to Laramie for our Annual 
Meeting he once again passed along 
her best wishes to our members. We 
extend our prayers, thoughts and con-
dolences to the Duvall family; which 
we know is not adequate enough but is 
the best we can do.

The convention provides a won-
derful opportunity to network with 
agricultural folks from throughout 
the U.S. and fi nd out how things are 
going in their neck of the woods and 
learn about agricultural issues across 
the country. 

Calendar of Events
February
10 ........Wyoming Legislature Budget Session Convenes
12 ........Registration deadline for WyFB Legislative Meeting
13 ........Registration deadline for WyFB YF&R Conference
20 .......Bureau of Land Management Grazing Regulations Revisions Open House 

from 4:30-7:30 p.m. —Casper Events Center in Casper
26-28 ..WyFB YF&R Conference—Red Lion Hotel & Conference Center in 

Cheyenne
27-28 ...WyFB Legislative Meeting—Red Lion Hotel & Conference Center in 

Cheyenne

March
2..........WyFB Scholarship application deadline
2-7 ......Wyoming Agricultural Literacy Week
13-16 ...AFBF YF&R Conference—Louisville, Kentucky
24 .......National Agriculture Day

April
3..........“Ag Books for Kids” county contest deadline
20 .......“Ag Books for Kids” district contest deadline

Visit wyfb.org for calendar updates

Ken Hamilton

spired by her sense of humor, love 
of farming and optimism in the face 
of adversity. She taught us all what 
it means to make every moment 
count,” he said.

“Our thoughts and prayers are 
with the entire Duvall family, includ-
ing the four children Zippy and Bon-
nie have always been so proud of, 
Vince, Corrie, Zeb and Zellie, their 
dear son- and daughters-in-law, and 
their fi ve beautiful grandchildren,” 
Vanderwal concluded.

January 18, 2020—On January 
18, 2020, Bonnie Duvall, wife of 
American Farm Bureau President 
Zippy Duvall, lost her courageous 
battle with cancer. 

“Bonnie Duvall was a special 
member of the Farm Bureau fam-
ily, from being chosen for the 1982 
National Young Farmer and Ranch-
er Award with Zippy, to her travels 
with him 33 years later when he was 
elected president of American Farm 
Bureau,” said American Farm Bu-
reau Vice President Scott Vander-
Wal.

“Zippy and Bonnie were partners 
in every respect for all of their 40 
years together. She put her business 
degree to work keeping the books 
on their Georgia farm, enabling 
Zippy to turn his attention to serv-
ing his fellow farmers at the county, 
state and national levels,” Vander-
Wal continued.

“At moments like this our faith 
consoles us, knowing her soul is at 
peace, having gone on to our heav-
enly Father. We will forever be in-

Farm Bureau Mourns 
Passing of Bonnie Duvall
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Diverse issues discussed at 
AFBF annual convention 

WyFB Weekly Legislative Radio Shows
Join us every Friday during the legislative session as we bring you 

weekly legislative updates via radio on Northern Ag Network.

Listen to the shows at wyfb.org/radio-programs 
or on WyFB’s Facebook page

Join us every Friday during the legislative session as we bring you 
weekly legislative updates via radio on Northern Ag Network.
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See ‘YF&R Conference’ page 5

Young Farmers and Ranchers Conference 2020
Red Lion Hotel and Conference Center - Cheyenne, WY

Liberty and Justice for Ag
Feb. 26-28, 2020

Red text indicates joint with WyFB Legislative Meeting

Wednesday, February 26, 2020
Lunch on your own.
11:30AM Registration / Check-In 
12:30PM Welcome with YF&R Video
1:00PM Speaker - Harriet Hageman 

“Regulatory Impacts on Agriculture; what to watch 
for in the coming years”

2:30PM Networking Break
2:45PM Mock Discussion Meet
3:15PM Financial Investments for Future Security Discussion Panel
  Jason Bell, MWFB Agent; Becky Gerlach, FSA; Kelly   
 Downer, FCSA; Mark Fornstrom, Laramie County Farmer
4:30PM Networking Break
6:30PM Social / Cash Bar
7:00PM Dinner 

Thursday, February 27, 2020
Breakfast on your own.
7:00AM Speaker - Senator Cheri Steinmetz:  
  “Legislative Process Q & A”—State Capitol
8:00AM House Ag Committee Meeting at the Capitol
10:00AM Governor Mark Gordon’s Offi ce: “Wyoming Agricultural   
 Literacy Week” Proclamation Signing 
11:00AM Return to hotel
Noon Joint Lunch with WyFB Legislative Meeting
 Speakers –  Senator Brian Boner, Senate Ag Committee Chair (Invited)
  Representative Hans Hunt, House Ag Committee Chair (In vited)
1:15PM WyFB President Todd Fornstrom
1:30PM Speaker – Ryan Yates, AFBF Managing Director of Public   
 Policy
2:15PM Depart for Capitol
2:30PM Guided Wyoming Capitol Tour
Afternoon WyFB Centennial Legislative Recognition at Capitol (Tentative)
4:00PM Senate Ag Committee Meeting at the Capitol 
  *Upon adjournment of Senate
6:30PM Legislative Mixer – Cheyenne Frontier Days Multi-Purpose   
 Building at Frontier Park

Friday, February 28, 2020
7:00AM District Breakout Breakfast
8-11AM WyFB Legislative Meeting Speakers

Young Farmer and Rancher NewsYoung Farmer and Rancher NewsYoung Farmer and Rancher NewsYoung Farmer and Rancher NewsYoung Farmer and Rancher NewsYoung Farmer and Rancher News

Wednesday, Feb. 26
The conference kicks-off at 12:30 

p.m. on Wednesday, Feb. 26. The 
keynote presentation “Regulatory 
Impacts on Agriculture; what to 
watch for in the coming years” with 
Harriet Hageman begins at 1 p.m.  

Following a networking break at 
2:30 p.m., the next session at 2:45 
p.m. will be the Mock Discussion 
Meet. This event showcases how 
young farmers and ranchers can win 

$500 and a national trip by compet-
ing in Farm Bureau’s Discussion 
Meet competition which is held each 
year in November. Plus, if you are in-
terested, you will have the opportuni-
ty to participate in the mock discus-
sion meet with the winner receiving 
a $50 gift card.

At 3:15 p.m., a Financial Invest-
ments for Future Security Discus-
sion Panel will provide attendees 
with a look at a wide range of fi nan-

cial topics. Panelists include: Jason 
Bell, Farm Bureau Financial Services 
agent; Becky Gerlach, Farm Service 
Agency; Kelly Downer, Farm Credit 
Services of America; and Mark Forn-
strom, Laramie County farmer. Each 
of the panelists will offer their input on 
this important topic as well as partici-
pate in a question and answer session.

Friday evening’s dinner will pro-
vide great networking time.

Thursday, Feb. 27
Thursday will be a full day at the 

Capitol with legislative meetings, 
a meeting with the Governor and a 
guided tour of the newly renovated 
Wyoming State Capitol Building. At-
tendees will join the WyFB Legisla-
tive Meeting for a noon luncheon and 
afternoon speakers as well as the eve-
ning Legislative Mixer.

We will load the tour bus early 
that morning to arrive at the Capitol 
Building for a 7 a.m. meeting with 
Wyoming Senator Cheri Steinmetz. 
Senator Steinmetz will offer an infor-
mative question and answer session 
on the Legislative Process. 

Next up will be to sit in on the 

House Agriculture Committee Meet-
ing. This will provide attendees the 
opportunity to see how Committee’s 
work legislative bills and hear the dis-
cussion of the day for that committee.

At 10 a.m. will be a meeting with 
Wyoming Governor Mark Gordon at 
the Capitol. Governor Gordon will be 
signing the “Wyoming Agricultural 
Literacy Week” proclamation as he 
meets with the WyFB YF&R Con-
ference attendees. “Wyoming Agri-
cultural Literacy Week” is a part of 
the WyFB YF&R Ag Books for Kids 
project with the goal of increasing 
the awareness of the program and 
the importance of Wyoming school 
children reading accurate agricul-
ture books.

A noon luncheon back at the Red 
Lion Hotel & Conference Center will 
feature legislative speakers. If their 
schedules permit, House Agriculture 
Committee Chair Representative 
Hans Hunt and Senate Agriculture 
Committee Chair Senator Brian Bon-
er will address the members during 
the noon luncheon.  

Young Farmers and Ranchers Conference From page 1
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21st Century Equipment
5180 US Highway 26
Torrington, WY 82240

(307) 532-7071
www.21stCenturyEquipment.com

tgass@21stCenturyEquip.com

January 21, 2020--Farmer and 
rancher delegates to the American 
Farm Bureau Federation’s 101st 
Annual Convention adopted poli-
cies on January 21 to guide the or-
ganization’s work in 2020 on key 
topics ranging from dairy to labor 
and climate change to conservation 
compliance.

“Delegates from across the na-
tion came together today to look 
ahead at issues and opportunities 
facing farms, ranches and rural 
communities,” said American Farm 
Bureau Federation Vice President 
Scott VanderWal. “The 2020 poli-
cies ensure we are able to continue 
producing safe and healthy food, 

fiber and renewable fuel for our na-
tion and the world.”

Delegates also re-elected Ameri-
can Farm Bureau President Zippy 
Duvall and Vice President Scott 
VanderWal for their third terms. 
VanderWal served as chair of the 
meeting on behalf of Duvall, who is 
grieving the loss of his wife, Bonnie.

Delegates updated labor and im-
migration policies, emphasizing 
that we must see significant changes 
to the H-2A program. While AFBF 
has long had policy in place to en-
sure an accessible, competitive 
guest worker program, the updates 
address problems with the adverse 
effect wage rate and emphasize the 

Farm Bureau Establishes 2020 Policies
importance of year-round program 
access to all of agriculture. AFBF 
looks forward to working with Con-
gress on efforts that align with these 
policy objectives.

After a year-long process to re-
view ways to modernize Federal 
Milk Marketing Orders, AFBF’s 
delegates voted to support giving 
individual dairy farmers a voice by 
allowing them to vote independent-
ly and confidentially on rules gov-
erning milk prices. The opportunity 
to vote on milk pricing rules, along 
with other proposed changes to 
marketing orders will form a strong 
foundation to guide the organiza-
tion during future reform efforts to 
better coordinate milk supply and 
demand in the U.S. Delegates also 
voted to support the creation of a 
flexible, farmer- and industry-led 
milk management system.

There are significant new poli-
cies on conservation compliance. 
Delegates called on USDA to sig-
nificantly improve program trans-
parency and due process for farm-
ers. They specifically prioritized 
changes in USDA’s processes for 

wetland delineations and the ap-
peals process. Delegates also ad-
opted a new policy supporting the 
repeal of Swampbuster provisions. 
The changes highlight growing 
frustration with conservation com-
pliance practices within the USDA 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service.

Delegates voted to support al-
lowing a higher THC level in hemp, 
giving AFBF staff the flexibility to 
engage in discussions with regula-
tors and lawmakers about the ap-
propriate legal level, and to increase 
the window of time farmers are al-
lowed to conduct THC testing, ac-
knowledging the many questions 
about how the testing process will 
work and the potential for backlogs.

New policies are on the books 
supporting science-based climate 
change research and the documenta-
tion of agriculture’s tremendous ad-
vances toward climate-smart prac-
tices. Delegates also made clear they 
want federal climate change policy 
to reflect regional variations, and 
they oppose a state-by-state patch-
work of climate change policies.

WyFB President Todd Forn-
strom will provide remarks follow-
ing lunch to both the WyFB Leg-
islative Meeting and the WyFB 
YF&R Conference attendees. 
Then at 1:30 p.m. both groups will 
hear from American Farm Bureau 
Federation Managing Director of 
Public Policy Ryan Yates. Yates 
focuses on Western issues at the 
national level. He will provide a 
national legislative report.

Back to the Capitol
Next up we will return to 

the Wyoming Capitol Building 
where attendees will be treated 
to a guided tour of the newly 
renovated Capitol Building. 
Come see the historical build-
ing and learn more about not 
only the history but the work 
that is done inside this build-
ing. While touring the Capitol 
we will also sit in the galleries 
of the House and Senate while 
they are in session.

Upon adjournment of the 
Senate Thursday, the Senate Ag-
riculture Committee will have a 
meeting which we will attend.

Legislative Mixer
Thursday evening the Wyo-

ming Farm Bureau Federation 
and the Wyoming Rural Elec-
tric Association are joining to-
gether for a Legislative Mixer 
at the Cheyenne Frontier Days 
Mult i-Purpose Building at 
Frontier Park. This event pro-
vides one-on-one visits with the 
legislators and elected officials 

who are able to attend. 
Friday, Feb. 28
The YF&R Conference will 

conclude Friday morning with 
a District Breakout Breakfast. 
This is a great time to connect 
one more time with attendees 
and YF&R Committee mem-
bers for questions, ideas and 
discuss ways to get involved 
with agriculture issues.

The WyFB Legislative Meet-
ing Speakers Forum follows 
from 8-11 a.m. YF&R Confer-
ence attendees are invited to stay 
and listen to informative speak-
ers on current agriculture topics. 
Speakers to be announced.

Registration
The registration fee is $130/

adult. The agenda and regis-
tration form are available at 
www.wyfb.org or you may call 
307.532.2002. The registration 
deadline is Feb. 13, 2020. Late 
registrations may be accepted 
based on availability after Feb. 
13 at $180/adult. 

Hotel Reservations
Room reservations may be 

made online at https://www.
redlion.com/red-l ion-hotels/
wy/cheyenne/red-l ion-hotel-
conference-center-cheyenne; 
use group discount code 
“FARM0226” or call the Red 
Lion Hotel and Conference 
Center at 307-638-4466. Please 
make reservations under the 
Wyoming Farm Bureau Federa-
tion block by Feb. 13.  

Young Farmers and 
Ranchers Conference
From page 4
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It’s your future. Let’s protect it.®
Together we’ll create a plan to protect what matters most to you.

 Insurance   |   Investments   |   Financial Planning   |   fbfs.com
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Company+*/West Des Moines, IA. Mountain West Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company/Laramie, WY. Individual must be a registered representative of FBL Marketing Services, LLC or an investment adviser representative with FBL Wealth 
Management, LLC to discuss securities products. Individual must be released by FBL Wealth Management, LLC to offer advisory services. Individual must be licensed with issuing company to offer insurance products. +Affiliates. *Company provider of 
Farm Bureau Financial Services. M199-WY (12-19)
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NICK SMITH
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CASPER
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CHEYENNE
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CONVERSE COUNTY
DOMINIC MADIA
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FREEDOM
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307-328-0094

SHERIDAN
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By Stacy Berger, Carbon County 
Farm Bureau Member

Being a part of Farm Bureau has 
given Kyle and I more opportuni-
ties than we could have ever imag-
ined when we fi rst were invited and 
showed up to a local county Farm 
Bureau meeting. As we slowly chose 
to be more engaged and active with 
our local and state Farm Bureau, they 
have given us more in the form of 
leadership training, agriculture and 
legislature knowledge and of course 
the relationships we have developed 
with people we now call “family”. 
We jumped on the opportunity to 
attend the American Farm Bureau 
Federation Annual Convention this 
year in Austin, Texas and it did not 
disappoint. We would like to thank 
the Carbon County Farm Bureau for 
sending us to represent them at this 
conference. 

The fi rst day took us to different ag-
ricultural areas around Austin, Texas. 
The fi rst was an olive farm where they 
produced olives and pressed them into 
olive oil. They were also involved in 
agri-tourism where they would bring 
customers to their farm for tours as 
well as big group meetings. They 
mostly direct marketed their olive oil 
to the customers. Our next tour took 
us to an educational farm where ap-
proximately 40,000 grade school stu-
dents visit every year. The farm gives 
hay rides and shows them animals but 
most importantly they talk about the 
importance of agriculture to their ev-
eryday lives. Our last tour was to a pe-
can processing plant and retail store. 
This family owned business showed 
us how they processed the nuts, how 
they created chocolate covered pecans 
and they also sold pecan pies straight 
out of a vending machine! 

The next day, we got up bright and 
early and attended the Farm Bureau 
church service. We then attended the 
opening session of the Farm Bureau 
Meeting. It was a sobering day be-
cause they announced that President 
Duvall’s wife passed away from can-
cer. We lifted the Duvall family up in 
prayer that day and throughout the en-
tire conference. 

We had the opportunity to attend 
the Leadership Luncheon where we 
sat with folks from Idaho and Michi-
gan. One of the things we enjoy most 
about Farm Bureau conferences is the 
opportunity to visit with agricultural-
ists and develop relationships from all 
over the country. During the luncheon 
we had a panel discussion about how 
to engage leaders in our county and 
what it looks like to be a leader. 

After the luncheon we started get-
ting in line to go through security to 
see President Trump. While we were 
in line, we had a local CBS Aus-
tin media approach me and want an 
interview. He asked me questions 
about how the trade deal will impact 
my sector of agriculture and what I 
thought about the impeachment of 
President Trump. I did not make the 
news program later that evening but 
enjoyed the experience. After waiting 
for a few hours, we were fi rst intro-
duced to the Secretary of Agriculture 
Sonny Perdue. It is nice to know that 
we have someone with the experience 
of Mr. Perdue that is helping to guide 
our President with decisions that af-
fect agriculture. When the President 
came onto the stage, he was applaud-
ing us in the audience. When he 
spoke, he thanked us for what we do 
in agriculture and he said that we are 
the backbone of the United States. It 
was a breath of fresh air to hear him 
speak in person without the infl uence 
of the media.  

Later that day, we were walking 
around the trade show and we ran into 
Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Per-
due. We took a picture and Kyle vis-
ited with him about some questions 
he had concerning the beef industry. 
It is incredible that with Farm Bureau 
you can rub shoulders with the people 
who are making decisions that affect 
our everyday life. We are so thankful 
to be a part of this organization. 

Throughout the conference we at-
tended various breakout workshops 
and learned something from each one. 
One of the workshops that was inter-
esting to me was “Trends in the Fed-
eral Judiciary: Judges, Overturning 
Precedence, and Future Outlook for 
Rural America.” There were two law-
yers there who talked about how the 
Judiciary system looks under Trump’s 
administration. They mentioned that 
typically a President will put into 
place around 20 percent of the Fed-
eral judge seats that open up. Trump 
has already fi lled 30 percent. It was 
interesting that the state’s Senators 
are the ones that allow the president 
to fi ll those seats and that President 
Trump has been denied more than the 
last ten Presidents combined on his 
suggestions. Partly because they are 
waiting for the elections and hoping 
to fi nd judges that align more with 
their political party. Trump has been 
successful in turning 3 districts to the 
Republican side. 

Another valuable breakout session 
I attended talked about having shared 
values with consumers. The presenter 

See ‘Perspective on AFBF Annual Convention’ page 15

A member’s perspective on AFBF Annual Convention

Stacy and Kyle Berger visit with 
United States Department of 
Agriculture Secretary of Agri-
culture Sonny Perdue (center) 
at the 2020 AFBF Annual Con-
vention in Austin, Texas.  Cour-
tesy photo.

Carbon County Farm Bureau 
members and ranchers Kyle 
and Stacy Berger on an agri-
culture tour during the 2020 
AFBF Annual Convention. 
Courtesy photo.
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TNT MOTORSPORTS, INC.
2061 SNOWY RANGE RD

LARAMIE, WY
TNT-MOTORSPORTS.COM

PEAK POWERSPORTS LLC
1440 WESCO CT
SHERIDAN, WY

PEAKPOWERSPORTSLLC.COM

GLENROCK MOTORSPORTS
60 SHAWNIE LANE

GLENROCK, WY
GLENROCKMOTORSPORTS.COM

MOUNTAIN VALLEY MOTORSPORTS
422 W YELLOWSTONE AVE

CODY, WY
MOUNTAINVALLEYMOTORSPORTS.COM

FOUR SEASONS SPORTS CENTER
2 1/2 MCCALL LN

RIVERTON, WY
4SEASONSSPORTSCENTER.COM

CHEYENNE MOTORSPORTS
2000 WESTLAND RD UNIT B

CHEYENNE, WY
CHEYENNEMOTORSPORTS.COM

CYCLE CITY OF WYOMING
127 BEAR RIVER DR

EVANSTON, WY
CYCLECITYWYOMING.COM

CASPER MOUNTAIN MOTORSPORTS
3401 CY AVE
CASPER, WY

CASPERMOUNTAINMOTORSPORTS.COM

*Maximum discount is based on purchase of a 2019 YXZ1000R SS SE.  Actual discount is 10% off MSRP of each unit and any accessories purchase at time of original 
unit sale. Units on this program are not eligible for any other retail incentive programs. Retail period: June 4, 2019 through June 30, 2020. Eligible models: 2017 – 2020 
motorcycle (excluding YZF-R1 & VMAX), all scooters, ATVs (excluding youth models), all SxS models and all snowmobiles. Active business license is required to receive 
the discount. ATV Riders: ATVs shown are recommended for use only by riders age 16 years and older. Yamaha recommends that all ATV riders take an approved training 
course. For safety and training information, see your dealer or call the ATV Safety Institute at 1-800-887-2887. Read the Owner’s Manual and the product warning labels 
before operation. ATVs can be hazardous to operate. Always wear a helmet, eye protection and protective clothing; never carry passengers.  Side-by-Side Riders: 
Professional driver on closed course. Always protect the environment and wear your seat belt, helmet, eye protection and protective clothing. Read the owner’s 
manual and product warning labels before operation. Model shown with optional accessories. Vehicle specifications subject to change. ATV and Side-by-Side Riders: 
Avoid excessive speeds and never engage in stunt riding. Always avoid paved surfaces and never ride on public roads and be particularly careful on difficult terrain. 
Never ride under the influence of alcohol or other drugs; it is illegal and dangerous. Model shown with optional accessories. Vehicle specifications subject to change.

VISIT YOUR LOCAL YAMAHA DEALER TO DISCOVER 
THE FULL-LINE OF REAL WORLD TOUGH ATVS AND SIDE-BY-SIDES

YOUR HARDEST WORKING FARMHAND
Any size job, any size crew, get it done with a Real World Tough Yamaha ATV or Side-by-Side

FARMERS 
SAVE
UP TO

$2,169*

ATTENTION AGRICULTURAL PROFESSIONALS!  SAVE 10% OFF MSRP ON YOUR ATV OR SIDE-BY-SIDE 
PURCHASE, INCLUDING ACCESSORIES THROUGH THE YAMAHA COMMERCIAL PROGRAM.

10% OFF YAMAHA ADULT SIZE ATVS AND SXS MODELS*

VIKING EPS 

GRIZZLY EPS & KODIAK 700 EPS

VISIT YOUR LOCAL YAMAHA DEALER TO DISCOVER 

YXZ1000R SS XTR

VISIT YOUR LOCAL YAMAHA DEALER TO DISCOVER 

WOLVERINE X2 R-SPEC SE

County Farm Bureau Scholarships



Page 9February 2020

County Farm Bureau Scholarships
Below is general (UNOFFICIAL) information on county Farm 

Bureau scholarships. Please refer to the scholarship applications for 
complete rules and details.  County Farm Bureau contacts are avail-
able at www.wyfb.org under County Farm Bureaus or contact your 
county Farm Bureau offi ce.  

• A lbany: March 31 deadline; One $1,500 scholarship; open to high 
school seniors and college students; available at county Farm Bureau 
offi ce; county Extension offi ce; and Rock River and Laramie High 
Schools. Farm Bureau member children preferred but not a require-
ment; Ag majors preferred, but not a requirement

• Big Horn: April 13 deadline; Four $400 scholarships; available to 
high school seniors or any continuing students working for a degree 
in an Ag-related area; available at all county High Schools or by con-
tacting Farm Bureau offi ce in Greybull

• Campbell: March 1 deadline; Two $2,500 scholarships; available at 
FB offi ces, schools and wyfb.org

• Carb on: April 15 deadline -- Up to fi ve regular $300 scholarships 
open to all county seniors who meet requirements; and one member 
$300 scholarship open to only members children who meet require-
ments. Applications available at county FB offi ces, high schools, or 
contact G.G. Kortes at 325.6309 

• Converse: April 1 deadline; Three $1,000 scholarships; open to 
members’ children for graduating seniors and college students. Avail-
able at either county Farm Bureau offi ce; at Douglas and Glenrock 
High School Guidance offi ces; and at www.wyfb.org/converse

• Crook: March 20 deadline; Three merit-based scholarships of $1500, 
$1300, and $800 for fi rst, second, and third place respectively. Schol-
arship applications may be picked up at the Farm Bureau offi ce at 
109 N Third St., Sundance, Wyoming and also from the high school 
counselors or wyfb.org/crook

• Fremont: Fremont County Farm Bureau offers one $1,000 scholar-
ship. In order to be eligible, the student must be a Fremont County 
High School senior whose parents are current paid Farm Bureau 
members. It is preferred that applicants are entering an Agriculture 
fi eld. Applications will be reviewed by the Fremont County Farm 
Bureau Board and a recipient will be chosen. Please submit a letter of 
application about yourself and your future plans to: Fremont County 
Farm Bureau Federation-825 Forest Dr., Riverton, WY 82501. Ques-
tions call 544-2296. Deadline June 1st. 

• Goshen: April 1 deadline; at least one $500 scholarship; open to high 
school seniors or continuing college students who meet the require-
ments which include Farm Bureau regular membership by family or 
individual; preference given to applicants pursuing Ag-related de-
grees; available at county FB offi ce and online at wyfb.org

• Hot Springs: April 10 deadline; One $1,500 scholarship; may be 
divided into multiple scholarships at discretion of board; available 
to students pursuing ag-related course; preference to Farm Bureau 
families; available at Hot Springs County Farm Bureau offi ce, at  the 
HSCHS Counselors’ offi ce and from the HSCHS Ag Instructor.

• Johnson: April 1 deadline; A minimum of two $500 scholarships; 
open to children of Farm Bureau members (graduating seniors or col-
lege students); available at county FB offi ces and schools

• Laramie: Offering 3 scholarships in the amounts of $1,500; $1,000; 
and $500. Open to graduating seniors whose parents are regular  Lara-
mie County Farm Bureau Federation members. The applications are 
due to the county Farm Bureau by May 1. Applications available at 
www.wyfb.org/laramie-county. Additionally, offering continuing ed-
ucation scholarships of $500 throughout the year.

• Lin coln: March 15 deadline; Three $500 scholarships; seniors who 
are children of Farm Bureau members; available at Farm Bureau In-
surance and School Counselor Offi ces

• Niobrara: April 1 deadline; Two $500 scholarships; available to chil-
dren of Niobrara County Farm Bureau members; graduating seniors 
and college students are eligible; available at the county FB offi ce and 
local high school

• Park: April 1 deadline. One $650 scholarship. Must attend a Wyo-
ming College or University; preference will be given to Northwest 
College. Renewable if grades are kept above 2.5 semester aver-
age. Open to any Park County Farm Bureau Federation Member or 
children of members. Application available at all Park County high 
schools as well as the fi nancial aid offi ce at NW College and the Pow-
ell Farm Bureau offi ce

• Platte: April 1 deadline; Amount varies; available at schools; open 
to children of Platte County Farm Bureau members who are fi rst year 
students or continuing education students

• Sheridan: March 1 deadline; 2-3 $1,000 scholarships depending upon 
number of applications; available at county FB offi ces and schools

• Sublette: March 1 deadline. Two $500 scholarships for seniors; one 
for each high school (Big Piney and Pinedale). Given to children of 
FB members; preference is given to those seeking agriculture major. 
Applications available at high schools 

• Sweetwater: T S Taliaferro Scholarship. March 15 deadline; One 
$500 scholarship; open to children of Farm Bureau regular members; 
available at schools and county Farm Bureau offi ces

• Teton: Presented during “Scholarship Night” at Teton County High 
School. Applications and details available from high school guidance 
counselors

• Uinta: April 15 deadline; return to either county FB offi ce; One $500 
scholarship; available at county FB offi ces, schools or contact Kristi 
Ellis at 307.782.7659

• Washakie: April 1 deadline; Amount varies, generally three $500 
scholarships; FB member children preferred but not a requirement; 
Ag majors preferred, but not a requirement. Applications available at 
the high school and the County Farm Bureau offi ce.

• Weston: May 1 deadline; Three $750 scholarships; applicant parents 
or applicant must be current members of Weston County Farm Bu-
reau. Applicant must have graduated in Weston County, hold a High 
School or equivalent degree, or be in a graduating class at the time of 
application, or be a resident ( 6 months or more) of Weston County.

The Wyoming Farm Bureau 
Federation scholarship deadline 
is March 2, 2020.  Nine college 
scholarships are offered each year.  
Scholarships are available for high 
school graduates and for those stu-
dents who are continuing their col-

lege education.  Applications are 
available at www.wyfb.org; click on 
the education tab.  Applications are 
also available at county Farm Bu-
reau offi ces.  For questions, contact 
Jessica Romero at 307.721.7719 or 
jlromero@wyfb.org

Wyoming Farm Bureau 
Scholarship opportunities 

Joint Legislative Meeting and
Young Farmer & Rancher Conference

Feb. 26-28, 2020
Red Lion Hotel & Conference Center

Cheyenne, Wyoming

Save the Date!
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is payment due will run according to agree-
ment between Wyoming Farm Bureau and the 
advertiser. Advance payment is preferred for 
fi rst-time advertisers. 

NOTE:
The appearance of any ad in Wyoming 

Agriculture does not constitute an endorse-
ment or approval of the product or service 
offered. The advertiser is liable for content 
of the advertisement and any claims aris-
ing therefrom against this publication. The 
Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation reserves 
the right to refuse any advertising not con-
sidered in keeping with its publication’s 
standards.

Looking for pasture preferrably northern 
Wyoming but open to other  also 100 to 200 
head please call 307-687-7112.

20 coming 2-Year Old Limousin and 
Lim-Flex Bulls. All are Black and Polled. 
Great dispositions and balanced EPD’s to 
compliment any program. Add vigor, growth 
and maternal traits to your cow herd. We mar-
ket our bulls Private Treaty. We invite you to 
the ranch to take a look at our offering and 
have a hot cup of coffee with us. Please con-
tact us at 307-856-4268 to inquire directly, or 
fi nd us on Facebook. Thank you for your inter-
est in Stoll Limousin.

Hay for sale. 500 large round bales, al-
falfa/grass hay. Qualitty - good. Net wrap. 
Located near Sheridan, WY. $100/ton. 
307-674 -7769.

NOTICE

Wyoming Classifieds

LIVESTOCK

CLASSIFIED POLICY: 
1) Wyoming Farm Bureau members are 

entitled to free classifi ed advertising in this 
publication for the purpose of selling items 
they grow or make themselves, selling used 
machinery or household items, for posting 
wanted advertising. Real estate sales not in-
cluded. Each member family is entitled to 
two (2) free ads per month, for 3 months, of 
up to 40 words each. Member ads will be ac-
cepted by e-mail to kclark@wyfb.org or by 
mail to WyFB, ATTN: CLASSIFIEDS, P.O. 
Box 1348, Laramie, WY 82073. Please in-
clude member’s name and county.

2) Non-Wyoming Farm Bureau mem-
bers and WyFB members acting as agents 
or dealers of products produced outside the 
member’s family may purchase commercial 
classifi ed advertising at $0.50 per word, at a 
minimum of $5.00 per ad. Discounts: 5% for 
4 to 9 insertions, 10% for 10 or more inser-
tions. Commercial ads must be submitted in 
writing, and an agreement regarding payment 
must be made between Farm Bureau and the 
advertiser.

DEADLINE:
Ads should be received (via mail or email) 

by the 3rd Thursday of the month in order to 
appear in the next month’s issue. Advertisers 
are asked to check your ad and report any er-
rors. Paid ads must be mailed, typed or neatly 
printed, together with any payment due, to 
Wyoming Agriculture, Farm Bureau, P.O. 
Box 1348, Laramie, WY 82073.  Free ads 
must be resubmitted by mail or e-mail after 
running three months. Ads for which there 

New Members

ALBANY
Jan Mirassou/Mark Anthony Vineyards LLC 
(REG), Soledad, CA; Amy Newman, Lara-
mie; Dale Sailors, Laramie; Chad Carter II, 
Laramie; Patrick Nyquist, Laramie; Dustin 
Lester, Laramie; Cameron Marshall, Lara-
mie; Nikki Yeigh, Laramie; Heather Speck-
man, Laramie; Megan Gifford, Laramie; 
Hannah Hollinger, Laramie; Ben Hollinger, 
Laramie; Stan Banach, Encampment

BIG HORN
Teresa Boyer, Greybull; Claudine Murdoch, 
Greybull; Sharen Rosen, Cody

CAMPBELL
Colin Lynn, Gillette; Channa  Christensen, 
Gillette

CARBON
Stephanie Anderson (REG), Savery; Adam 
Kathrein (REG), Encampment; Cody Foster, 
Dixon; Lynnette Mares, Saratoga; George 
Williams, Saratoga; Thomas Sholar, Sara-
toga

CONVERSE
Robert Hardesty (REG), Casper; Mike 
Marso, Douglas; Chase Senger, Douglas; 
Scott Gill, Douglas; Michael Kones-Maher, 
Douglas; Brayden Hunsicker, Douglas; 
Charles Orr, Casper; Judith Woodward, 
Glendo

CROOK
Donald Peterson (REG), Sundance; Richard 
Frank, Moorcroft; Robert Dibartolomeo, 
Moorcroft

FREMONT
Van Brewster, Bellvue, CO; Daniel Grafton, 
Bridgeport, WV; Pamela Glasser, Dubois; 
James Fast, Lander; Joshua Green, River-
ton; Rex Snyder, Riverton; Nick Hunker-
storm, Lander

GOSHEN
Dean Hertzler/Hertzler Farm & Livestock 
Co (REG), Veteran; Delphin Terrell (REG), 
Torrington; Richard Schaffer (REG), Tor-
rington; Dempsey Hansen (REG), Yoder; 
Beverly Yeik (REG), Torrington; Charles 
Nearing (REG), Torrington; David Rennick, 
Torrington; Geraldine Lira, Torrington

HOT SPRINGS
Marybeth Pettipiece  (REG), Thermopolis

JOHNSON
Little Fork Ranch, LLC (REG), Buffalo; Jim 
Forbes/Forbes Ranch (REG), Kaycee; James 
Fennema/Clear Bent Bars, Inc (REG), Leiter;  
Borgialli Ranch, LLC (REG), Buffalo; John 
Zezas (REG), Buffalo; Wayne Graves (REG), 
Kaycee; Andrew Wilson (REG), Buffalo; 
Larry Brannian (REG), Buffalo; Dixie Mc-
Intyre/McIntyre 94 Ranch, Kaycee; Forrest 
Tellock, Buffalo; Wesley Haskins, Buffalo; 
Trevor Chesbro, Buffalo; Steve Wuthier, 
Buffalo; Thomas Sarvey, Buffalo; Theresa 
Bonnet Nelson, Sheridan

LARAMIE
Brett Roetman, Lusk; Shannon McCord, 
Cheyenne; Matthew Delgado, Cheyenne; 
Matthew Goldman, Cheyenne; Jeren Gor-
don, Cheyenne

LINCOLN
Eric Shumway (REG), Afton; Kade Erickson 
(REG), Thayne; Roger Coles (REG), Afton; 
Glenda Wolfl ey (REG), Afton; Bart Mer-
ritt (REG), Bedford; Kevin Payne (REG), 
Cokeville; Fred Brown (REG), Auburn; 
Mack Balls (REG), Afton; Randall Perry 

(REG), Afton; Stephen Grandy (REG), Kem-
merer; Michael Brown (REG), Auburn; 
George Rainey (REG), Star Valley Ranch; 
Phillip Lockwood, Kemmerer; Shauna 
Zornes, Opal; Tara Atkinson, Alpine; 
Paul Spracklen, Afton; Dean Martinsen, 
Fairview; Alan Taylor, Afton; Darin Neuen-
schwander, Afton

NATRONA
Robert Wallis (REG), Douglas; Clare Ander-
son (REG), Casper; Mandy Ballew, Evans-
ville; Richard Hewitt, Casper; Tim Brand, 
Casper; Amanda Good, Casper; Robyn Gif-
ford, Casper; Kris Wellborn, Casper; Marcus 
Griffi th, Douglas; Eolus Linville, Midwest; 
Current Neilan, Casper; Don Anderson, 
Casper; Jeremiah Milburn, Casper; Jean 
Baum-Hanway, Casper; Lincoln Skinner, 
Casper; Lonnie Weaver, Evansville; Kyler 
Johnson, Casper; Gage Wollerman, Casper; 
Chris Howe, Casper; Caleb Muse, Casper; 
Julie Sehlmeyer, Casper; James Ragan, 
Casper; Jina Moore, Casper; Brady Moore, 
Casper; Bruce Russell, Casper

NIOBRARA
Paul Hicks/Hicks Family Farm LLC (REG), 
Lusk; James Barker (REG), Lusk

PARK
Ken Beer, Meeteetse; David Brown, Cody; 
David Frost, Powell; Tanner Wyse, Powell; 
Stacy Vineyard, Powell; David Benner, Cody

PLATTE
Fredrick King, Wheatland

SHERIDAN
Linda Cox (REG), Sheridan; Retha Mof-
fett (REG), Kaycee; Marion Niedringhaus 
(REG), Sheridan; Dakota Gali, Sheridan; 
Denise Boyd, Sheridan; Michael Cavanagh, 
Sheridan; Margaret Martin, Sheridan; Steve 
Gage, Sheridan; Mathers Heuck, Sheridan; 
Joel Huskerson, Sheridan; John Baggett, 
Sheridan; Ronald Cook, Sheridan; Sharon 
Lansing, Sheridan; Walt Conley, Sheridan

SUBLETTE
John Harber (REG), Boulder; Cody Saxton, 
Pinedale; Michael Mongillo, Bondurant; 
Dennis Shore, Pinedale

SWEETWATER
Larry Frint, Green River; Steven Reyes, Green 
River; Adam Corona, Green River; Kelly Mi-
chelle, Rock Springs; Coldel Howard, Rock 
Springs; Patrick Lionberger, Rock Springs; 
Danielle Valdez, Rock Springs

TETON
Grant Wilson/Wilson Heritage Farms 
(REG), Alta; Gary Etchandy, Moran; Rob-
ert Schramm, Jackson; David Bentlage, 
Jackson; Elizabeth Wright-Clark, Moran; 
Robert Maasberg, Farson; Marilynn Mul-
likin, Jackson

UINTA
Craig Bluemel, Lyman; Dana Stack, Evan-
ston; Michael Culver, Rock Springs; Kendall 
Larson, Lyman

WASHAKIE
Jean Lewton/Lewton Operating Company 
(REG), Ten Sleep; James McKim/Doyle D 
McKim & Sons (REG), Manderson; Brittany 
Vigil/BV Land Co LLC, Manderson; Mary 
Myers, Worland; Gabriel Torres, Worland; 
Cory Rice, Ten Sleep; Don Morrison, Ten 
Sleep; Maria Alcaraz, Worland

WESTON
Pat Townsend, Osage; Deb Sams, Rozet

**Note: (REG) denotes new “Regular” membership

Wyoming's only weekly publication devoted to 
agriculture, the Wyoming Livestock Roundup

reaches the majority of the state's agricultural 
producers. We have subscribers from Jackson to 

Pine Bluffs and from Hulett to Evanston. 
Every major livestock auction and implement dealer 

in the state regularly advertises in the Roundup. 
Advertising rates and subscriptions can be 

obtained by calling 800-967-1647 or 307-234-2700. 

ROUNDUPWYOMING 
LIVESTOCK

HAY
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Obituaries
Donald Rolston

December 24, 1934-December 27, 2019
Donald Keith Rolston, 85, passed 

December 27, 2019, in Reno, NV with 
his devoted wife Barbara and 
loving daughter Jana at his 
bedside. Born December 24, 
1934, Don was the oldest of 
three children born to Don-
ald and Florence (Jelinek) 
Rolston of Sheridan, Wyo-
ming. Don graduated from 
the University of Wyoming 
with a B.S. in Agriculture/
Animal Science and an M.S. 
in Extension Administration.

Don was an energetic 
people person, a natural leader, a 
devoted husband, father, grandfa-
ther, great-grandfather, and a highly 
effective administrator who cared 
deeply about his family, the people 
with whom he worked, and the agen-
cies he led. Don began his career 
as a Vocational Agriculture Instruc-
tor, and then worked his way from a 
County Agricultural Agent to State 
4-H Leader and Assistant Director 
of the Extension Service for both the 
University of Wyoming and the Uni-
versity of Nevada Reno. In Colorado 
Don served as Executive Director of 
the Colorado Cattlemen’s Associa-
tion and Deputy Director of the De-
partment of Agriculture. Returning 
to Wyoming in 1986, Don enjoyed 
an unprecedented opportunity to di-
rect four State agencies under two 
governors. He served as Commis-
sioner of Agriculture, Director of 
Commerce, Director of Administra-
tion and Information, and Director of 
Health. He also served as Legislative 
Liaison for Governor Jim Geringer.

Don is survived by his wife and 
partner-in-life Barbara Uriu, three 

children Jana Lamoureaux (Ande) 
NV, Scott Rolston (Terri) AZ, and Kent 

Rolston (Betsey) TX, a 
brother Bob Rolston 
(Colleen) WY, sister 
Marilyn Mendoza (Al) 
CA, nine grandchildren 
Cassadee Lissner (Pe-
ter), Nate Christensen 
(Kaitlin), Jake Chris-
tensen (Brittany), Tyler 
Rolston (Saran), Jamie 
Rolston, Tony David-
son, Katerina, Ashton, 
and Havic Joseph, and 

six great- grandchildren Dustin and 
Bailey Lissner, Naomi, Leah, and Ca-
leb Christensen, and TJ Rolston. Don 
was predeceased by his son Michael 
Rolston.

Don and Barbara were true friends 
and partners in everything they did for 
38-plus years. All who knew Don will 
miss his positive attitude, fun-loving 
and caring smile, and his tremendous 
passion for giving his all to the people 
and organizations in his work and life. 
Don’s commitment to communication 
and contribution to family and com-
munity will live on within those of us 
who shared his life.

Don’s family is forever grateful to 
the many doctors, nurses and others 
in Reno’s medical community who 
gave so generously of themselves to 
Don’s care. Other members of Don’s 
support network to whom we express 
gratitude include the Rotary Club 
of Sparks, his men’s book club and 
men’s Bible study. 

Don Rolston’s family has asked 
that gifts in Don’s memory be given 
to Rotary Club of Sparks, PO Box 97, 
Sparks, NV 89432.

Donald Rolston

Conrad “Connie” Kercher
June 17, 1926-January 22, 2020

Connie Kercher was called to 
his heavenly home to be with Jesus 
on January 22, 2020. He 
was born June 17, 1926, in 
Yakima, Washington, and 
lived there for two years 
before moving with his par-
ents George and Anna to a 
ranch near Bridger, Mon-
tana. In addition to helping 
on the ranch, he was active 
in 4-H and F.F.A. projects. 
In May 1944, he graduated 
from Bridger High School 
with valedictorian honors. 
Connie worked at the ranch until 
he was drafted in February 1945. 
He was top of his Naval Radio 
School class and served one and 
one-half years in the Navy. He has 
two brothers, Les and Dan and one 
sister Carol Simmons.

On September 7, 1946, Connie 
married Lydia Zier and began his 
studies at Montana State College in 
Bozeman. After graduating in 1950 
with a BS in Animal Husbandry, 
Connie began his graduate stud-
ies at Cornell University in Ithaca, 
New York, receiving both a masters 
and Ph.D.

Connie began his career as Assis-
tant Professor of Animal Nutrition 
at University of Wyoming in 1954 
and was then promoted to Profes-
sor. Connie taught animal nutrition 
courses and conducted research in 
nutrition. He served as acting UW 
Vice President for Academic Affairs 
from January 1975-June 1976 and 
as Animal Science Department head 
from 1987-1988. In 1971, Connie 
spent six weeks as an AID consul-
tant in Afghanistan and also visited 
many research facilities in Europe 
and Asia.

Connie has authored numerous 
abstracts of scientific and proceed-
ings papers, extension and experi-
ment station publications, research 

and extension field day reports, beef 
cattle short course talks and miscel-

laneous reports. After 
a highly successful 
career, Connie retired 
in July 1996.

Although Connie’s 
achievements and ser-
vice to the teaching 
profession were im-
portant, he knew that 
the blessing of faith in 
his Savior Jesus Christ 
was the foundation of 
his life. Connie and 

Lydia built their marriage and fam-
ily on that faith. Connie started his 
service to the Lord on the Wyoming 
District Lutheran Layman’s League 
Board followed by the International 
Lutheran Layman’s League Board 
of Governors, 1965-1969. In later 
years he served on the Missouri 
Synod Lutheran Church Board of 
Higher Education and was on the 
Board at the Seminary in St. Louis, 
Missouri. He was active in his home 
church, Zion Lutheran.

Connie is survived by his wife, 
Lydia; four daughters, Kathryn 
(John) Link, Nina (Mark) Williams, 
Jane Kercher, and Kise (Todd Eads) 
Kercher; grandchildren Jamie, An-
drew, Andrea, Tyler, Joel, and Mat-
thew; great grandchildren: Makyna, 
Hadley, Branch, Willow, Noah, Kai, 
Milo, and Lydia.

Funeral Services were February 
1, 2020, at Zion Lutheran Church. 
Interment followed at Greenhill 
Cemetery with Military Honors by 
the United States Navy and the Lara-
mie Veterans Honor Guard.

Memorial contributions may be 
made in Connie’s name to Zion Lu-
theran Church, The Laramie Plains 
Museum and/or charity of one’s 
choice. Go to www.montgomerys-
tryker.com to sign the online guest-
book.

Connie Kercher

By Kerin Clark
The Wyoming Farm Bureau Fed-

eration, in written comments, re-
cently urged the Forest Service to 
remember their principal charge for 
which the Thunder Basin National 
Grasslands (TBNG) were estab-
lished under the Bankhead-Jones 
Act; that of serving as a site for 
grasslands agriculture.

Comments were submitted Janu-
ary 9, 2020 regarding the 2020 
TBNG Plan Amendment Draft Envi-
ronmental Impact Statement. “Many 
of our members have specific inter-

est in how the Thunder Basin Na-
tional Grasslands are managed and 
all of our members are vested in the 
management of lands under the For-
est Service umbrella,” wrote Holly 
Kennedy, WyFB Field Services & 
Federal Lands Associate.

According to WyFB written com-
ments, future management discus-
sions need to provide a path to bring 
relief to adjacent landowners, les-
sees and the rangeland itself. WyFB 
emphasized the support of using 
rangeland health to drive manage-
ment decisions. WyFB requested the 

WyFB Comments on Thunder Basin 
National Grasslands Plan Amendment

Forest Service look for opportunities 
to work with the grazing associations 
and the landowners to utilize live-
stock timing and density to enhance 
desired conditions in the TBNG.

In the comments, WyFB supports 
a landscape scale approach that ben-
efits multiple species and the land-
scape as a whole. “All management 
goal references to ‘prairie dog colo-
nies or acres of prairie dogs’ should 

be changed to ‘acres of short stature 
vegetation’ or similar habitat focused 
language,” Kennedy wrote. “Acre-
ages counted toward this goal should 
be based off of landscape and veg-
etative composition, not solely pres-
ence of prairie dogs.”

Control methods were also ad-
dressed in the comments. According 
to WyFB, the Forest Service must 
be given more tools and funding for 

See ‘Thunder Basin National Grasslands Plan Amendment’ page 15
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Bonnie Louise (McWhorter) Duvall
November 4, 1958 ~ January 18, 2020

Bonnie Louise McWhorter Du-
vall of the Greshamville Commu-
nity, passed away Sat-
urday, January 18, 2020 
at her home, surrounded 
by her loving family. 
She was 61. A lifelong 
resident of Greensboro, 
she was born Novem-
ber 4, 1958 to the late 
Char lo t t e  Maureen 
Culberson McWhorter 
and James Hamilton 
“Hamp” McWhorter. 

She graduated from 
Nathanael Greene Academy in 
1976 and was a graduate of the 
University of Georgia. On August 
12, 1979, she married Vincent 
Mearl “Zippy” Duvall, Sr. Bon-
nie worked with her husband on 
the family farm where they raised 
their four children. She was a faith-
ful member of New Hope Baptist 
Church in Greshamville. She was 
a member of the Greene County 
Farm Bureau Women’s Commit-
tee and enjoyed accompanying 
her husband, Zippy, on trips rep-
resenting Farm Bureau across the 
country. She was an avid Georgia 
Bulldog fan and loved all sports, 
but none more than Georgia Foot-
ball. Bonnie was a devoted wife, 
mother, grandmother, sister, and 
friend who supported her family 
in all things.

Survivors include her hus-
band of forty years, Vincent 
Mearl “Zippy” Duvall, Sr. of the 
Greshamville Community; chil-
dren, Lt. Colonel Vincent Mearl 
“Vince” Duvall, Jr. (Erin) of Ac-
worth, GA, Cora “Corrie” Terry 

(Jared) of Huntsville, AL, Zeb Du-
vall (Katie) of Buckhead, GA, and 

Zellie Duvall of Wash-
ington, DC; grand-
children, Ava Duvall, 
Vincent Mearl “Tripp” 
Duvall III, Savannah 
Duvall, Jocee Terry, 
and Gus Terry; sister, 
Hannah Baynes (Scott) 
of Greensboro, GA; a 
host of other relatives 
and many friends. In 
addition to her mother 
and father, she was pre-

ceded in death by her stepmother, 
Betty Carr Dickens McWhorter.

Funeral Services were Janu-
ary 23, 2020 at the First United 
Methodist Church South Campus, 
Greensboro, GA with Rev. Mike 
Pritchett and Rev. Harold Duvall 
officiating. Graveside services 
followed in the Duvall Fam-
ily Cemetery, Greensboro, GA.  
Serving as pallbearers were Scott 
Baynes, Jackie Copelan, Wynn 
Copelan, Jerry Duvall, Jeffrey 
Harvey, Jorge Romero, Ethan 
Slaughter, and Heath Slaughter. 
Honorary pallbearers were Jeb 
Butcher, Jason Crook, Major Bry-
an Fanning, Josh Hurst, Jordan 
Knowles, Robby McDyre, and 
Kevin Morrison. A memorial ser-
vice will be held at a later date at 
the American Farm Bureau Fed-
eration in Washington, DC. The 
family requests that donations 
can be made to Nathanael Greene 
Academy, P. O. Box 109, Siloam, 
GA 30665. Visit www.mccom-
monsfuneralhome.com to sign the 
online guest register.

Bonnie Duvall

Ruby Ochsner
April 21, 1935 - January 15, 2020

Funeral services for Ruby Pearl 
Ochsner, 84, were held January 
21, 2020 at the First Wyo-
ming United Presbyterian 
Church with Reverend Matt 
Gordon offi ciating. Burial 
followed in the Valley View 
Cemetery. Ruby entered the 
gates of heaven on Janu-
ary 15, 2020 at Community 
Hospital. Memorials may 
be given to either the Gosh-
en County 4-H Foundation 
or the Prairie Center Fire 
District. Memorials and 
condolences may be sent to www.
colyerfuneralhome.com. 

Ruby was born April 21, 1935 to 
Louis Sr and Pearl Arnold. She was 
raised in Hawk Springs, Wyoming 
where she attended all twelve years 
of school. After graduation Ruby 
attended nursing school in Denver, 
Colorado and worked as a LPN for 
one and a half years. Ruby became 
the loving bride of George Ochsner 
in 1955. They had celebrated their 
sixty-fourth wedding anniversary 
on December 3. Their union brought 
four children; Tena (Elden) Bald-

win, Rodney (Deb) Ochsner, Dixie 
(Steve) Roth, and Blake (Chrissy) 

Ochsner. All four 
children ranch in Tor-
rington, Wyoming. 
She was blessed with 
eight grandchildren; 
J a son  (Shannon) 
Baldwin, Jeremy (An-
gela) Ochsner, Rustin 
(Britte) Roth, B.W. 
(Terra) Ochsner, Sare-
na (Cody) Assmann, 
Vanessa (Chris) Cris-
man, Erin (Jeff) Hin-

ton, and Katie Ochsner and fi ancé 
(Devin Martin), and eleven great 
grandchildren with two on the way. 

Ruby was involved in Cattle 
Women, Church Circle, Wyoming 
Art Association, Burge Com-
munity 4-H, and many other Ag 
related events. Family was ev-
erything to Ruby and she was hap-
piest when she was with them. She 
loved ranching, arrowhead hunting, 
checking cattle and working in her 
yard. Ruby will be remembered for 
her Love of Life and her kind heart. 
She will be missed greatly.

Ruby Ochsner

Obituaries
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cooperative federalism Con-
gress envisioned and that the 
Supreme Court has long rec-
ognized as fundamental to the 
Clean Water Act.” 

“The right balance between 
federal and state/local author-
ity of water management pro-
vides much needed clarity and 
is better for the environment 
and the economy,” Fornstrom 
stated.

According to Fornstrom, the 
grassroots efforts of Farm Bu-
reau members in Wyoming and 
across the nation has been key 
to getting to this point. “Farm 
Bureau has worked on this is-
sue since 2014,” Fornstrom 
concluded. “We appreciate all 
of the members in Wyoming 
who have commented on this 
issue and kept it at the fore-
front for nearly six years. This 

shows the importance of grass-
roots advocacy.” 

American Farm Bureau Fed-
eration President Zippy Du-
vall said: “Farmers and ranch-
ers care about clean water and 
preserving the land, which are 
essential to producing healthy 
food and fiber and ensuring 
future generations can do the 
same. That’s why we support 
the new clean water rule. It 
provides clarity and certainty, 
allowing farmers to understand 
water regulations without hav-
ing to hire teams of consultants 
and lawyers. We appreciate the 
commitment of the agencies 
involved and this administra-
tion to crafting a new regula-
tion that achieves important 
regulatory oversight while al-
lowing farmers to farm. Clean 
water, clear rules.”  

New Clean Water Rule

WyFB Weekly Legislative 
             Radio Shows

Join us every Friday during the legislative session as we bring you 
weekly legislative updates via radio on Northern Ag Network.

To listen to the shows, visit www.wyfb.org. 
For radio, click on the news/radio programs. 

Listen to the shows on WyFB Facebook page

The Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation 
is your “Voice for Agriculture!”

WyFB Weekly Legislative WyFB Weekly Legislative 



Page 13February 2020

Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation 
Legislative Meeting From page 1
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We list and sell ranches. 
Global Exposure – Local Presence

Prior to the start of the Legislative 
Meeting on Thursday, Feb. 27, Farm 
Bureau members are encouraged to 
participate in the “Wyoming Agricul-
tural Literacy Week” Proclamation 
signing with Governor Gordon at the 
Wyoming State Capitol. The procla-
mation signing is organized by the 
WyFB Young Farmer and Rancher 
Committee as part of the “Ag Books 
for Kids” program. Membership and 
reservations required. Email kclark@
wyfb.org or call 307-532-2002.

The Legislative Meeting then be-
gins with registration at 11 a.m. and a 
noon luncheon. If their schedules per-
mit, House Agriculture Committee 
Chair Representative Hans Hunt and 
Senate Agriculture Committee Chair 
Senator Brian Boner will address the 
members during the noon luncheon. 

American Farm Bureau Federa-
tion Managing Director of Public 
Policy Ryan Yates will speak at 1:30 
p.m. to provide a national legislative 
report. Thursday afternoon activities 
also include remarks by WyFB Presi-
dent Todd Fornstrom and state legis-
lative briefi ngs from WyFB lobbyists. 

Thursday evening provides the 
one-on-one visits with the legislators 
and elected offi cials during a Legis-
lative Mixer produced by the Wyo-
ming Farm Bureau Federation and 
the Wyoming Rural Electric Associa-
tion. This event will be held off-site 
starting at 6:30 p.m. at the Cheyenne 
Frontier Days Multi-Purpose Build-
ing at Frontier Park.

A speaker’s forum on Friday morn-
ing, February 28 from 8-11 a.m., will 
wrap-up the Legislative Meeting. 

Meeting registration
Register by emailing jdoyle@

wyfb .org  or  you  may ca l l 
307.721.7723. Registration request-
ed by Feb. 12.

Hotel information
Room reservations may be made 

online at https://www.redlion.com/
red-lion-hotels/wy/cheyenne/red-lion-
hotel-conference-center-cheyenne; 
use group discount code “FARM0226” 
or call the Red Lion Hotel and Confer-
ence Center at 307-638-4466. Please 
make reservations under the Wyo-
ming Farm Bureau Federation block 
by Feb. 13. 

We learned about beginning trends 
that may affect us here in Wyoming. 
One workshop educated us about the 
impact the Lake Erie Bill of Rights 
(LEBOR) can have on agriculture. In 
case folks haven’t heard about this, the 
city of Toledo adopted a Bill of Rights 
for Lake Erie which gives any of the 
residents of Toledo the right to sue, on 
behalf of Lake Erie, any business or 
government entity that can impact the 
right of the lake to exist, fl ourish, and 
naturally evolve. This includes features 
of the lake, organisms, soils and terres-
trial and aquatic sub ecosystems. 

The LEBOR also invalidates any 
permits or licenses (state or federal) 
within the city of Toledo that would 
violate these rights. Of course, citizens 
who bring a lawsuit can also recover 
the cost of their litigation without limi-
tation and also the LEBOR gives the 
opportunity for damages which will 
be measured by the cost of restoring 
the Lake Erie ecosystem. LEBOR 
does not limit the area affected by the 
bill of rights to just the city of Toledo, 
but potentially impacts every county 
draining into the lake as well as other 

states and potentially even Canada. 
The Ohio Farm Bureau is working on 
this issue and we are going to try and 
pass along information about their ef-
forts to folks out here in Wyoming.

Kay Johnson Smith and Casey Kin-
ler with the Animal Agriculture Al-
liance gave some helpful pointers on 
how farmers and ranchers can secure 
their farms and ranches to help prevent 
infi ltration by animal welfare groups 
seeking to disrupt your business. 
There is no silver bullet, but people 
who could be impacted should cer-
tainly learn about ways to protect their 
farms and ranches. There were infor-
mative programs on the broadband 
issue, changes in the federal judiciary 
and ag technology. Information that 
will help all of us in the future.

The AFBF is starting their second 
century as an organization and as al-
ways people like to think about what 
we will see in the next one hundred 
years. Whatever that is going to be, 
most of the attendees felt optimistic 
that we will change and adapt to con-
tinue to represent farmers and ranchers 
across the U.S. into that next century.

AFBF annual convention
From page 2
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The soil on your farm or ranch is rich with nutrients and minerals...

AND underground pipelines.

CALL 811 BEFORE YOU DIG, in order to notify utility companies who 
will be aff ected by the excavation. The company will respond to your 
call and mark their facilities in your work area. This is a FREE service.

No one digs more dirt than America's Farmers and Ranchers.
No matter if you're deep tilling, drain tiling, ditch cleaning or moving 
heavy loads. Understanding what's below ground will help you DIG 
SAFELY.

CALL 811 BEFORE YOU DIG, EVERY TIME!!!!!

www.commongroundalliance.com
www.call811.com www.kindermorgan.com/public_awareness
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districts which suffer an emergency 
such as the tunnel collapse suffered 
by the Goshen Irrigation District this 
last summer. The fund will be estab-
lished by diverting funds from the 
Carey Account. WyFB will support 
this bill.

This committee will also spon-
sor a bill which would define a de 

minimis amount of water (1/2 Acre 
foot), which would not need an 
application for a water right from 
the State Engineer. Concerns were 
raised this might affect water com-
pacts from other states. WyFB will 
not support this bill.

The Revenue Committee will 
sponsor several bills of interest to 

Wyoming Legislature Preview
WyFB members. House Bill (HB) 
33 would increase the amount of 
agricultural sales from $500 on 
owned land or $1,000 by the lessee 
to $3,000 per year for each. WyFB 
policy supports an increase up to 
$10,000. 

HB 47 would allow cities to es-
tablish a sales tax. Currently, a sales 
tax must be county-wide. WyFB 
will oppose this bill based on policy 
wanting sales taxes county wide.

During the interim, the Revenue 
Committee voted to take forward a 
bill to establish a State income tax 
on firms with over 100 shareholders. 
Concerns were raised that private 
hospitality firms would not be sub-
ject to the tax and may have an ad-
vantage over firms that are subject to 
the tax. WyFB will oppose this bill.

The Transportation Committee 
is bringing a bill to establish tolling 
in Wyoming. The Dept. of Trans-
portation indicates it needs more 
funding to keep Wyoming roads in 
good shape. Tolling would be a new 
source of funding for road repair 
and maintenance. One question that 
arises is how many trucks will di-
vert to other interstates and bypass 
Wyoming. Based on our current 
policy, WyFB will not support this 
bill.

A bill from the Agriculture Com-
mittee would increase the pesticide 
registration fee from the current $75 
per year to $105 per year. Each pes-
ticide has to be registered yearly by 
the Wyoming Dept. of Agriculture 
to be used in Wyoming. The $30 in-
crease would go to Weed and Pest 
Districts. There are concerns that 
this increase might deter companies 
to license their products in Wyo-
ming. Given WyFB policy against 
raising fees, and policy supporting 

weed and pest efforts, WyFB will 
monitor this bill. 

The Agriculture Committee also 
has a bill which would allow Weed 
and Pest Boards more authority 
to enter lands to control noxious 
weeds. Before lands can be entered, 
written notice must be provided. 
Two-thirds of the board must agree 
on minimum control measures for 
the affected area and may enter the 
land to control the weeds. WyFB 
will monitor this bill.

The Agriculture Committee also 
has a bill dealing with an expe-
dited process to exchange lands to 
facilitate public access. This pro-
cess would have to be initiated by 
the lessee and be voluntary. Rules 
would be established by the Board 
of Land Commissioners for this 
procedure. WyFB will monitor this 
bill.

The Corporations Committee 
is bringing forward a bill which 
would not allow mandatory zon-
ing for affordable housing when a 
development is being put together. 
Affordable housing could still be 
constructed on a voluntary basis but 
would not be a requirement. WyFB 
will support this bill.

Rep. Laursen- Park County, is 
bringing a bill to keep Wyoming 
on Daylight Savings time all year. 
For Wyoming to do this, Montana, 
Idaho, Utah, and Colorado would 
need to have the same law. WyFB 
will support this bill.

These are a few of the bills which 
have been filed. All bills filed can be 
accessed through WyFB’s website 
(click the Legislative tab) or https://
www.wyoleg.gov/Legislation/2020 

Most bills have not been filed 
yet. We expect roughly 500 bills to 
be filed for this session.

President Trump addressed Farm 
Bureau members at the American 
Farm Bureau Federation 101st An-
nual Convention on January 19. 
“We want America to thrive and 
grow and we have to make sure 
the American farmer prospers,” 
said United States President Don-
ald Trump.  “There are no better 
stewards for the land then you.  You 
don’t need bureaucrats in Washing-
ton telling you what to do. When 
it comes to the environment, I will 
always trust a farmer over a Wash-
ington bureaucrat.”

The President addressed trade, 
overreaching regulations, water 
rights and rural broadband among 
the many issues. As he closed, 
he stated: “Farmers have always 
been the keepers of our great 
American values. You champion 
the love of family, the dignity of 
work and the glory of God. We 
are taking care of our farmers, our 
ranchers, our manufacturers, our 
military and our vets. We live in 
the greatest country in the world.”  
American Farm Bureau Federa-
tion photo.

United States President Trump addresses AFBF Annual Convention
--Third year in a row to speak at AFBF
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Those big moments in life?
They have a way of changing everything,  
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was from The Center for Food In-
tegrity. The values that people ex-
pressed in a poll they created put En-
vironmental Stewardship as the most 
valued and feeding the world as the 
least important. She said that we are 
such a privileged society that people 
do not think we could ever have a 
food shortage. She went on 
to say that most consumers 
interviewed stated how in 
their communities they saw 
many people who were ex-
tremely overweight and cor-

related this with having an abundant 
food supply. The speaker pointed us 
to a great resource that I wanted to 
share. If you go to the website www.
foodintegrity.org and search for the 
communication resource guide, you 
will find a free download on how to 
talk to consumers about food safety 

issues in gene editing and GMOs. 
It is wonderful the people that 

Farm Bureau gets us in touch with as 
far as those that are on the forefront 
of making decisions that impact us. 
We love our Farm Bureau family. 
We were able to connect with lots 
of people we’ve met over the years; 

it is nice to engage with those people 
again and encourage one another as 
farmers and ranchers. I am proud to 
be a Farm Bureau member because 
as things are changing in our culture 
and agriculture Farm Bureau is on the 
forefront of those changes in protect-
ing us as farmers and ranchers.

Perspective on AFBF Annual Convention

the Plan Amendment to 
successfully change on the 
ground conditions. “We 
support additional meth-
ods of lethal control being 
made available for use,” 
Kennedy wrote. “Addi-
tionally, we do not support 
any kind of shooting ban 
or restriction.”

WyFB comments sup-
port the formation of a 
stakeholder group and em-
phasized the importance of 
involving area landowners. 
“We cannot stress enough 
the importance of the in-
clusion and involvement of 
area landowners, who are 
both the most heavily im-
pacted and often the most 
in tune with on ground situ-
ations,” Kennedy wrote.

According to WyFB, 
boundary management 
zones, acreage goals and 
the size of short stature 
vegetation areas are ad-
ditional areas of the Plan 
that need addressed. 

“The current manage-
ment scenario in TBNG of 
Management Area 3.63, 
the Black-footed Ferret 
Reintroduction Habitat, is 
both untenable and unsus-
tainable,” Kennedy wrote. 
“We feel the incorpora-
tion of these suggestions 
and concepts can provide 
a potential path forward 
that will bring relief to 
adjacent landowners, les-
sees, and the rangeland 
itself.”

Thunder 
Basin National 
Grasslands Plan 
Amendment
From page 11
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January 19, 2020--The Amer-
ican Farm Bureau Federation 
presented awards to state Farm 
Bureaus at the organization’s 
101st Annual Convention. The 
awards recognize excellence in 
implementation of outstanding 
member programs and member-
ship achievement in 2019, as 
well as financial support of the 
American Farm Bureau Founda-
tion for Agriculture.

The Wyoming Farm Bureau 
Federation received Awards of 
Excellence in the categories of 
Advocacy; Engagement & Out-
reach; and Leadership & Busi-
ness Development.

Foundation support
Several state Farm Bureaus 

were recognized for exemplary 
financial support of the Ameri-
can Farm Bureau Foundation for 
Agriculture at convention.  Wyo-
ming was recognized as one of 26 
states that qualified for the Lead-
er Award. State Farm Bureaus 

Wyoming Farm Bureau 
Recognized for Member 
Programs and Achievement

By Kerin Clark
Participating in the American 

Farm Bureau Federation (AFBF) 
Annual Convention that brings to-
gether so many different walks of 
agriculture was a highlight for Farm 
Bureau members from Wyoming 
who attended the 101st AFBF An-
nual Convention held mid-January 
in Austin, Texas.

WyFB President Todd Fornstrom 
explained that it is exciting to see 
so many different agriculturalists 
in one room during the general ses-
sions. “It is exciting to see your 
profession put forward in an atmo-
sphere that is electric and focuses 
on the issues you deal with on a 
daily basis,” he explained. 

“I was thankful to attend an-
other great AFBF convention,” 
said Carbon County Rancher Kyle 
Berger. “AFBF President Zippy 
Duvall always says to “get outside 
your fence rows” and when we do 
it changes our perspective and we 
see things more clearly. We see the 
bigger picture and understand our 
part in it.”

According to Berger, being a part 
of the Farm Bureau policy develop-

American Farm Bureau Federation 101st Annual Convention

Members of the Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation at the 101stAnnual Con-
vention of the American Farm Bureau Federation.  From left to right:  Todd 
Fornstrom, WyFB President; Sammie and Cole Coxbill, WyFB Vice Presi-
dent; Bill and June Kossert, Natrona County; Stacy and Kyle Berger, Carbon 
County; and Ken Hamilton, WyFB Executive Vice President.

Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation 
President Todd Fornstrom carrying 
the Wyoming fl ag during the opening 
session of the AFBF Annual Conven-
tion.  AFBF photo.

“It is a great honor he is showing 
that much interest in agriculture 
and knowing the importance of ag-
riculture and stating how agricul-
ture is a driving force of the U.S. 
economy.” 

Natrona County Farmers Bill 
and June Kossert agreed the Annual 
Convention was a great trip. “Lis-
tening to U.S. President Donald 
Trump was a highlight for us,” Bill 
said. “We also really enjoyed the 
trade show and just visiting with so 
many people from different parts of 
the U.S. Everybody has the same 
goal of making a living farming/
ranching.”

Berger and his wife Stacy echoed 
the thoughts that meeting and net-
working with other members from 
around the country is invaluable 
and enjoyable. 

“When news is hard to trust it is 
good to hear about issues in Virgin-
ia or discuss developments on wolf 
policy from a rancher I met years 
ago at my fi rst AFBF convention,” 
Kyle Berger stated.

The annual convention is the cul-
mination of Farm Bureau’s grass-
roots policy process that begins at 
the county level and works its way 
up to the district, state and national 
levels. 

WyFB President Todd Fornstrom 
and WyFB Vice President Cole Cox-
bill serve as the voting delegates for 
Wyoming during the resolutions pro-
cess at national convention. Coxbill 
said it is incredible when you think 
back to 1919 when 25 percent of the 
population was in agriculture and 
now there is less than 2 percent of 
the population in agriculture. “This 

ment process is rewarding. “Grass-
roots policy development has never 
been more gratifying as when we 
watched a resolution that we draft-
ed this year in Carbon County be-
come national Farm Bureau Policy,” 
he said. The resolution related to 
drones and harassment of livestock 
on federal lands.

United States President Trump 
addressed attendees at the AFBF An-
nual Convention for the third year in 
a row. His address was a highlight 
for members as they expressed ex-
citement in getting to hear his view-
point fi rsthand.

According to WyFB President 
Todd Fornstrom, the crowd was 
energetic as President Trump ad-
dressed Farm Bureau members. 
“Everybody was impressed with 
how well he was in touch with ag-
riculture issues,” Fornstrom stated. 
“He understands the importance 
of agriculture and has listened and 
studied the different specifi cs of ag-
riculture.”

“Seeing the President of the Unit-
ed States come before our body is 
always great to experience,” WyFB 
Vice President Cole Coxbill said. 

are recognized with a Leader 
Award when each of their board 
members donates at least $50 to 
the Foundation.

(policy development) is the process 
that develops and shapes the Federa-
tion as the voice of agriculture,” Cox-
bill said. “To be a part of that process 
that has happened for 101 years now 
is very humbling.”

“It’s an honor to be in the posi-
tion that people trust you enough 
and respect your ability to share 
their views and be able to defend 
those in front of other farmers and 
ranchers from all over the nation,” 
Fornstrom concluded. “It puts you 
in awe when you realize how many 
people you represent and what 
kind of a voice you are able to put 
forward.”




