
By Kerin Clark
DSL, VDSL, ISP, download 

speed, megabytes, broadband, con-
nectivity…there’s a lot 
of talk about all these 
letters and words these 
days as demands for 
instant access to data 
and information lead 
the way in today’s world.  Being 
connected through the internet used 
to be a luxury, but in today’s world 
it is more of a necessity.  

The American Farm Bureau 
Federation (AFBF) believes rural 
broadband is essential to modern ag-

riculture.  According to the Federal 
Communications Commission, 39 
percent of rural Americans lack ac-

cess to 25 Mbps/3Mbps 
service, compared to 
only four percent of ur-
ban Americans.  AFBF 
is supporting national 
legislation to enhance 

the accuracy of broadband coverage 
maps as that is a step seen as nec-
essary towards boosting high-speed 
internet access in rural areas.

And in our rural state of Wyoming 
the focus is already on developing an 
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Broadband Initiative working to make 
Wyoming a leader in connectivity

By Kerin Clark
Students from across Wyoming 

learned more about agriculture 
again this year and were recently 
recognized for their participation 
in the 2019 Wyoming Farm Bureau 
(WyFB) “Ag Books for Kids” con-
tests.  The 2019 contests included:  
Coloring Contest for kindergarten 

“Ag Books for Kids” winners announced
Johnson County kindergarten student 
Keaton Fowler (left) was the state 
winner of the 2019 WyFB YF&R “Ag 
Books for Kids” coloring contest.  
Johnson County Farm Bureau mem-
ber Carmen Rodriguez presented Ke-
aton with his awards. Courtesy photo.

Ag Books for Kids State Coloring 
Contest Winner: Keaton Fowler

Ag Books for Kids State Poster Con-
test Winner: Kiley Wilcox

and first grade; Poster Contest for 
second and third graders; and a Cre-
ative Writing Contest for fourth and 
fifth graders.  

This year county Farm Bureaus 
across the state donated 807 “A Year 
on the Farm with Casey & Friends” 
books by Holly Dufek to Wyoming el-
ementary schools as part of the WyFB 
Young Farmer & Rancher Committee 
“Ag Books for Kids” project. The stu-
dents then had the opportunity to par-
ticipate in a contest to show what they 
learned about agriculture.  

County winners were forwarded 
to the district where three winners 
were selected.  District winners all 
received a copy of “A Year on the 
Farm with Casey & Friends” and 
were forwarded to the state contest.  
See page 7 for district winners.

Coloring Contest
Johnson County kindergarten 

student Keaton Fowler was the 
state winner of the coloring contest.  
Fowler received a $50 gift card from 
the Wyoming Farm Bureau, an ag-
riculture book titled “A Year on the 
Farm with Casey & Friends” and a 
prize bag from Case IH.  The book 
was signed by the Honorable Gover-
nor Mark Gordon.  Fowler complet-
ed kindergarten with Mrs. Ludwig at 
Meadowlark Elementary in Buffalo.

Platte County second grader Kiley 
Wilcox won the 2019 WyFB YF&R “Ag 
Books for Kids” poster contest. Platte 
County Farm Bureau member Mor-
gan Douglas and daughter Emma (at 
right) presented the awards to Wilcox 
and her parents at Glendo Elementary 
School. Courtesy photo. 

Brooklyn Hoffman, of Weston 
County, was the state runner-up.  
Hoffman received a $25 gift card, 
an agriculture book and a prize 
bag from Case IH.  She completed 
first grade with Mrs. McConkey at 
Newcastle Elementary School.   

Poster Contest
Kiley Wilcox, of Platte County, 

won the state poster contest.  Wilcox 
received a $50 gift card, an agricul-
ture book titled “A Year on the Farm 
with Casey & Friends” and a prize 
bag from Case IH. The book was 
signed by the Honorable Governor 
Mark Gordon. Wilcox completed 
2nd grade in Ms. Hegglund’s class at 
Glendo Elementary.

Receiving a $25 gift card, a copy 

of “A Year on the Farm with Casey & 
Friends” and a prize bag from Case 
IH for the state runner-up was Col-
son Titensor, from Lincoln County.  

See ‘Ag Books for Kids’ page 6
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Calendar of Events
June
3 ..........WyFB Membership Committee Meeting at 9:30 a.m.—Hilton Garden Inn in 

Casper
3 ..........ATLAS Training for County Board Members at 1:15 p.m.—Hilton Garden Inn in 

Casper
3-4  ......Joint Judiciary Legislative Interim Committee Meeting--Gillette
10-11 ...Joint Agriculture, State and Public Lands & Water Resources Legislative Interim 

Committee Meeting—Sheridan College in Sheridan
14 .........YF&R Summer Social presented by the Nebraska Farm Bureau—Chadron, NE/

Fort Robinson, NE
July
7-8 .......Joint Revenue Legislative Interim Committee Meeting--Cheyenne
August 
12-13 ...Joint Transportation Legislative Interim Committee Meeting--Cheyenne 
14-16....Legislative Select Water Committee Meeting—Buffalo
15-16 ...Joint Judiciary Legislative Interim Committee Meeting--Casper
November
13-15 ...WyFB 100th Annual Meeting—Hilton Garden Inn/UW Conference Center in 

Laramie
Visit wyfb.org for calendar updates

our country in the work we do each 
day to grow a safe, sustainable food 
supply. America’s farmers and ranch-
ers see our work as more than a job—
it’s a calling. A calling to provide the 

food, fuel and fiber for our 
nation. A calling to protect 
our food supply and the 
food security of our nation. 
And a calling to leave the 
land we farm better than 
we found it and ready for 
the next generation to take 
up our life’s work.

We also honor these 
heroes by caring for our 
neighbors and looking out 

for their fellow soldiers who return 
safely home. Today, 8 percent of be-
ginning farmers and ranchers are vet-
erans, and we are doing all we can to 
help more service members return to 
the farm or get into agriculture for the 
first time. Thanks to the 2018 farm 
bill, veterans have greater access to the 
financial and risk management sup-
port they need to get started. This sec-
ond tour of service is a natural fit for 
those who have so bravely served our 
country here and abroad, and U.S. ag-
riculture is honored to have them join 
our ranks.

The sacrifice of the men and wom-
en who have died in service to our 
country is truly overwhelming. It is 
my hope and prayer that we all live 
each day in humble gratitude and that 
we do all we can to protect the free-
dom we enjoy because of their sacri-
fice. Though we can never repay them, 
we must never forget them.

By Zippy Duvall, American Farm 
Bureau Federation President 

You don’t have to travel far into 
America’s heartland to see how much 
we love this country. For many of 
us, that patriotism stretch-
es back generations from 
sacrifices our fathers and 
grandfathers and great-
grandfathers made to build 
a livelihood to the sense of 
pride and ownership in the 
rural communities we have 
continued to build and de-
velop across this country.

Rural America also has 
a long history of answering 
our country’s call to service. It’s no sur-
prise that many of those brave men and 
women return home to serve in their 
rural farm communities. According to 
the latest USDA Census of Agriculture, 
12 percent of all full-time farmers and 
ranchers are veterans. Yet, for each of 
these farmer veterans, there is a friend, 
a brother, a sister who did not come 
home. In the most recent conflicts in 
Iraq and Afghanistan, it’s been esti-
mated that rural casualties were 41 per-
cent higher than those of urban areas 
because of the proportionately higher 
number recruits coming from our rural 
communities. This Memorial Day, and 
every day, we honor the brave sacri-
fices our neighbors, friends and family 
have made for our freedom.

This Memorial Day, and every 
day, we honor the brave sacrifices our 
neighbors, friends and family have 
made for our freedom. 

We honor their sacrifice by serving 

Zippy Duvall

Honoring America’s Heroes
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See ‘U.S. Infrastructure Spending’ page 15

By Megan Nelson, American 
Farm Bureau Federation Eco-
nomic Analyst

The backbone of the American 
economy is our infrastructure sys-
tem – the roads we drive on, the 
bridges we cross, and the water-
ways we use for shipping. With a 
new infrastructure spending bill 
on the mind of many on Capitol 
Hill, this Market Intel will shed 
some light on current and histori-
cal spending patterns on America’s 
roadways and waterways.

Infrastructure projects typically 
are expansive and costly public 
systems and facilities created and 
maintained through federal, state 
and local government funds. Ac-
cording to the Congressional Bud-
get Office, in 2017 public spending 
on transportation and water infra-
structure accounted for $441 bil-
lion through either direct spending 
or grants. At $177 billion in 2017, 
U.S. highways are the largest in-
frastructure expenditure, account-
ing for 40% of total transportation- 
and water-related public spending. 
The largest spending discrepancy 
between federal and state and lo-
cal is in water utilities, including 
water supply and wastewater treat-
ment facilities. Water utilities ac-
count for $4 billion, or 4%, of the 
federal infrastructure budget and 
$109 billion, or 32% of the state 
and local budget. 

Ground Transportation
The U.S. highway system is 

funded through the Fixing Amer-
ica’s  Surface Transportat ion 
(FAST) Act and the Highway Trust 
Fund (HTF). The FAST Act autho-
rizes $305 billion over fiscal years 
2016 through 2020 with a focus 
on highway safety and structural 
highway programs. The HTF his-
torically funded all federal high-
way programs, as well as 80% of 
the public transportation programs, 
with fuel, truck and tire taxes. Last 
raised in 1993, the excise tax on 
fuel – 18.4 cents per gallon on 
gasoline and 24.4 cents per gallon 
on diesel fuel – accounts for about 
90% of the HTF.

While increases in fuel con-
sumption since 1993 had been 
maintaining the HTF, after the re-
cession starting in 2007, a greater 
propensity for fuel efficiency has 
stymied the revenue growth of the 
HTF, leading to consistent over-
spending. Based on CBO’s latest 
baseline and trends, the HTF will 
begin realizing cumulative short-
falls in 2022, resulting in up to a 
$124-billion deficit in the highway 
account by 2029.

Waterways
Similar to the U.S. highway 

system, our nation’s ports and in-
land waterways also benefit from 
two major sources of capital 

Rails, Rivers and Roads: 
A Snapshot of U.S. 
Infrastructure Spending
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Feed Fly Control Mineral 
This Summer

FLY CONTROL MINERAL
Wind and Rain® Storm® Fly Control Mineral with Altosid® (IGR) prevents the 
breeding of horn fl ies in the manure of treated cattle.

KEY CONSIDERATIONS
The horn fl y costs the industry  over $1 billion per year and is North America’s 
most pervasive and costly external cattle parasite. Horn fl y damage causes 
reduced grazing, increased stress and blood loss in cattle. Rely on Wind and 
Rain® Storm® Fly Control with Altosid® (IGR) to interrupt the fl y life-cycle.

By Brett Moline
Legislative Interim commit-

tees have been meeting, working 
on bills for the 2020 session.  The 
Revenue Committee will bring 
several bills from the 2019 session 
forward again.  The income tax on 
large stores and lodging businesses 
will be back.  This bill would put an 
income tax on these two businesses 
types if the businesses are corpora-
tions with 100 or more stock hold-
ers.  Another bill would increase 
industrial property valuation from 
11.5% to 13.5% and all other prop-
erty, excluding minerals, from 9.5% 
to 11.5% with the funding going to 
education.  Wyoming Farm Bureau 
will not support these bills.  

The Revenue Committee will also 
advance a bill to increase the sales 
amount needed for the land to be 
considered agricultural land.  Cur-
rently, the amount of sales is $500 if 
owner-operated and the lessee must 
have sales of $1,000.  This bill will 
increase the amount to $10,000.  As 
per Wyoming Farm Bureau policy, 
the Federation will support this bill.

The Revenue Committee decided 
to not take forward some topics, 

including revisions to sales tax, a 
state-wide lodging tax, and a per-
sonal income tax.  

The Corporations Committee will 
again examine cross-over voting, 
where voters switch from one party 
to another.  In the 2019 session, all 
bills on this issue died.  Wyoming 
Farm Bureau policy is to stop party 
switching the day of the primary 
election.  The final version of the bill 
has not yet been formulated.

The Minerals Committee is 
working on two issues of impor-
tance to Farm Bureau members.  
One issue is Applications for Per-
mit to Drill (APD).  In some areas, 
companies are able to lock up four 
sections of land with an APD, even 
if they don’t control all the minerals 
in those sections.  An APD can be 
renewed every two years.  What has 
happened is if a mineral owner has 
leased his minerals to a different 
company than the one which holds 
the APD, mineral leases are not be-
ing renewed and the company hold-
ing the APD will lease the mineral 
at a severely reduced rate, causing 
a potentially large economic loss to 
the mineral owner.  At this time, it 

Legislative update

• Flatbed Trailers
• Low Profi le Equipment Trailers
• Flatbeds For Pickups & 1 Ton Trucks

• Livestock Trailers
• Horse & Stock Combo Trailers
• Multipurpose Trailers

“American Made Since 1987”
Hillsboro, KS 67063

Call for a dealer near you!
800-526-0939

www.circle-dtrailers.com

is felt no legislation is needed but 
rule changes are needed to fix this 
problem.  The details have not been 
ironed out yet.

Another issue is when companies 
bond on to a property.  Companies 
controlling the mineral estate can 
bond on to property because the 
mineral estate is dominant over the 
surface estate.  Currently, there are 
no statutes outlining the process that 
the mineral estate has to follow to 

negotiate in good faith.  One con-
sideration is to use the statutes un-
der eminent domain laying out the 
procedure to follow to negotiate in 
good faith.  This would strengthen 
the property rights of the surface 
owner, something Wyoming Farm 
Bureau supports.

Committees will be meeting sev-
eral times before the end of the year.  
We will keep our members up-to-
date on the issues.

Visit www.wyfb.org for links to
Wyoming Farm Bureau

and
WyFB Young Farmers and Ranchers
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Young Farmer and Rancher News

The 2019 Wyoming Farm Bureau Young Farmer & Rancher (YF&R) Committee would like to invite you to 
partner with them for a very exciting opportunity. Each year the YF&R committee holds a “Harvest for 
All” fund drive during the State Annual Meeting. The funds collected are then donated to Wyoming Food 
Bank of the Rockies, who in turn uses the monies for hunger-relief programs across the state.  

In honor of Wyoming Farm Bureau’s 100th Anniversary celebration, this year the YF&R committee will be 
raffling off a one-of-a-kind, commemorative 100th anniversary quilt for the “Harvest for All” project. This 
keepsake will truly envision the Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation structure, whose power is in its 
members. 

This is where you come in! The YF&R committee is asking for permission to use your family livestock 
brand. For a $10 donation, your brand will be placed on the 100th anniversary quilt. As a token of our 
appreciation, you will receive two (2) free entries into the quilt raffle. Simply fill out your information on 
the submission slip below, and mail it with your $10 check to the address located on the form. 
Submissions must be received by August 1, 2019. The goal of the YF&R Committee is to include as many 
members as possible with this project. On that premise, only one (1) brand may be submitted per 
family. So if you have more than one brand registered to you, please make sure you pick your favorite!  

We truly appreciate your support of the Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation, the Young Farmer & 
Rancher Committee, and the “Harvest for All” program. Please don’t hesitate to contact Chelsea Baars at 
307.340.0044 or Kerin Clark at 307.532.2002 or kclark@wyfb.org with any questions.  

 

 

 

 
WYFB YF&R “Harvest for All” Brand Submission Form 

 

*Name:__________________________________ 

*Phone Number:___________________________ 

*Address:_________________________________ 

  City:______________  State:_____  Zip: _______ 
I do affirm that I am the owner of the brand above, and have the authority to consent the use of it. 
And I hereby authorize the Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation and its Young Farmer & Rancher (YF&R) 
program to use my brand on the 2019 “Harvest for All” Quilt. I also understand that I, in no way or 
form, am entitled to any of the funds generated by the “Harvest for All” fund drive/raffle. 
 

*Signature:____________________________  Date: ___________ 
Please include a $10 donation check made payable to: Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation 

Entries must be received by August 1, 2019 
Mail to: Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation 

C/O Chelsea Baars • 3167 RD 146 • Lusk, WY 82225 
 

Please draw brand in box 

The WyFB Young Farmer & Rancher (YF&R) Committee held 
their spring meeting in early May.  During the meeting, the com-
mittee selected the winners of the “Ag Books for Kids” contests 
and worked on future YF&R activities.  Wyoming weather made 
travel not work for some committee members, but video confer-
encing helped with our planning! From left to right:  Kailey Barlow, 
Sublette County; Toni Swartz, Campbell County; Lane Hageman, 
Goshen County; Caleb, Ariel and Everlee Guild, Uinta County; and 
Chelsea Baars, Niobrara County. Kerin Clark photo.

WyFB YF&R Committee Spring Meeting

By Chelsea Baars, WyFB YF&R 
Committee Vice Chair

The 2019 Wyoming Farm Bureau 
Young Farmer & Rancher (YF&R) 
Committee would like to invite you 
to partner with them for a very ex-
citing opportunity. Each year the 
YF&R committee holds a “Harvest 
for All” fund drive during the State 
Annual Meeting. The funds col-
lected are then donated to Wyoming 
Food Bank of the Rockies, who in 
turn uses the monies for hunger-re-
lief programs across the state.

In honor of Wyoming Farm Bu-
reau’s 100th Anniversary celebra-
tion, this year the YF&R committee 
will be raffling off a one-of-a-kind, 
commemorative 100th anniversary 
quilt for the “Harvest for All” proj-
ect. This keepsake will truly envi-
sion the Wyoming Farm Bureau 
Federation structure, whose power 
is in its members.

This is where you come in! The 
YF&R committee is asking for per-
mission to use your family livestock 

brand. For a $10 donation, your 
brand will be placed on the 100th 
anniversary quilt. As a token of our 
appreciation, you will receive two 
(2) free entries into the quilt raffle. 
Simply fill out your information on 
the submission slip below, and mail 
it with your $10 check to the address 
located on the form.

Submissions must be received 
by August 1, 2019. The goal of the 
YF&R Committee is to include as 
many members as possible with 
this project. On that premise, only 
one (1) brand may be submitted per 
family. So if you have more than one 
brand registered to you, please make 
sure you pick your favorite!

We truly appreciate your sup-
port of the Wyoming Farm Bureau 
Federation, the Young Farmer & 
Rancher Committee, and the “Har-
vest for All” program. Please don’t 
hesitate to contact Chelsea Baars 
at 307.340.0044 or Kerin Clark at 
307.532.2002 or kclark@wyfb.org 
with any questions.

100th Anniversary Quilt to be raffled for 
Harvest for All at annual meeting
--Request for brand submissions from Farm Bureau members

Visit us online at www.wyfb.org 



Page 5June 2019

21st Century Equipment
5180 US Highway 26
Torrington, WY 82240

(307) 532-7071
www.21stCenturyEquipment.com

tgass@21stCenturyEquip.com

Laramie, May 17, 2019--A food 
scientist, engineer and attorney who is 
internationally recognized for her ex-
pertise in food safety, processing and 
regulation has been select-
ed to lead the University 
of Wyoming’s College of 
Agriculture and Natural 
Resources.

Barbara Rasco, direc-
tor of the joint Washington 
State University/Universi-
ty of Idaho School of Food 
Science, will take the reins 
as dean of the UW college 
June 28. The UW Board 
of Trustees approved the appointment 
May 17, 2019, following a nationwide 
search involving constituents and 
stakeholders across the state.

“We’re delighted that a scholar 
and leader of Dr. Rasco’s caliber has 
agreed to lead this academic college 
that plays such an important role in 
fulfilling the university’s land-grant 
mission across Wyoming and be-
yond,” Provost Kate Miller says. “Her 
experience in developing one of the 

nation’s strongest food safety outreach 
programs, working extensively with 
the agricultural and food sectors, gives 
us great confidence that she will lead 

the College of Agriculture 
and Natural Resources to 
new levels of excellence 
in education, research and 
service.”

Rasco said she is ex-
cited to work with the 
faculty, staff and students 
of the college, as well as 
Wyoming’s cornerstone 
agriculture industry, to 
support the state’s tradi-

tional animal and crop production and 
drive diversification to strengthen Wy-
oming’s economy.

“I am excited to join the Univer-
sity of Wyoming and to share the op-
timism, curiosity and unshakeable 
determination for which the students, 
faculty and staff are known,” Rasco 
said. “I look forward to working with 
these talented individuals to build the 
next generation of future leaders in ag-
riculture, human science and natural 

UW taps food science expert as College of Agriculture 
and Natural Resources dean

Barbara Rasco

resource management.”
Rasco said the shared vision is to 

improve the quality of life for people 
in Wyoming and the global commu-
nity by living the land-grant mission 
and integrating quality education, 
innovative research and impactful 
outreach programs to provide inno-
vative solutions for some of the most 
pressing needs facing the people of 
Wyoming, nation and world.

Rasco has held her current posi-
tion since 2014 at the Washington 
State University/University of Idaho 
School of Food Science, where she 
has served as a professor since 1998. 
From 1983-1998, she was a profes-
sor in the Institute of Food Science 
and Technology and assistant direc-
tor of the Division of Aquaculture 
and Food Science in the University 
of Washington’s College of Ocean 
and Fisheries Sciences. 

She earned a bachelor’s degree in 
bioengineering from the University 
of Pennsylvania (1979), a Ph.D. in 
food science and nutrition from the 
University of Massachusetts (1983) 

and a law degree from Seattle Uni-
versity in 1995 and is licensed to 
practice in Washington state and 
federal court, where she specializes 
in matters related to food and agri-
culture. 

Rasco also has private-sector ex-
perience as a biochemical engineer 
and a food scientist, providing as-
sistance to hundreds of companies in 
the United States through outreach 
activities and extension program-
ming.

Rasco’s research has focused on 
food quality and safety, process de-
sign and product development. She 
has developed analytical methods to 
predict the safety and quality of food 
using spectroscopic, nanomaterial 
and microfluidic systems. 

In addition to working exten-
sively with the agricultural and food 
sectors in specialty crops and other 
operations, she has provided techni-
cal and legal assistance to small and 
medium enterprises in 37 countries 
to improve food security, economic 
development and public health.

Property-casualty insurance products offered through Mountain West Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company/Laramie, Wyoming.

HOME • FARM & RANCH • AUTO • BUSINESS

Enjoy your summer knowing you have a properly 
planned insurance program. Contact your local agent 
today or visit us online at www.mwfbi.com.

ExpEct thE 
UnExpEctEd
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From page 1

Creative Writing Contest
Fremont County fourth grad-

er Rylee Dockery won the cre-
ative writing contest.  Dockery 
completed the 4th grade in Mr. 
Hemingway’s class at Jeffrey 
City Elementary.  She received a 
$50 gift card from the Wyoming 
Farm Bureau, an agriculture book 
titled “A Year on the Farm with 
Casey & Friends” and a prize 
bag from Case IH.  The book was 
signed by the Honorable Governor 
Mark Gordon.  

Macy Tremain, of Goshen 
County, was the state runner-up.  
Tremain received a $25 gift card, 
an agriculture book and a prize 

bag from Case IH.  Tremain is a 
student at LaGrange Elementary.

“Educating elementary stu-
dents about agriculture is key to 
our future in agriculture,” Rae-
nell Taylor, WyFB YF&R Pro-
motions Committee Chair, said.  
“It is very rewarding each year to 
see the elementary students im-
prove upon the knowledge they 
are learning about agriculture 
while also helping them to put a 
face with agriculture.”

Building the collection of agri-
culture reading materials in Wyo-
ming elementary libraries so stu-
dents could learn more about the 
importance of agriculture was the 

Ag Books for Kids

Did you know Wyoming Farm Bureau members 
can receive a $300-$500 discount on Case IH 
agricultural equipment? And did you know Case 
IH is a wonderful supporter of the American Farm 
Bureau’s YF&R program? This year’s “Ag Books 
for Kids” contest state winners and runner-ups 
received some amazing Case IH gift bags as 
part of their prize package. Thanks to Case IH 
for their incredible donations to this year’s prize 
package!  Every district winner also received a 
coloring book and some CASE IH yo-yos, mag-
nets, and stickers.

Weston County Farm Bureau 
Member Brittany Hamilton 
presented the state runner-up 
award for the “Ag Books for 
Kids” coloring contest to Brook-
lyn Hoffman.

Ag Books for Kids Creative Writing Winner

Fremont County’s Rylee Dockery was the 
state winner in the 2019 WyFB YF&R “Ag 
Books for Kids” Creative Writing contest.

See more Ag Books for Kids 
on page 7

original goal of the “Ag Books for 
Kids” project.  That goal remains 
the same.  The project has contin-
ued to grow with more books be-
ing donated each year and more 
opportunities for students to apply 
what they are learning about agri-
culture with age appropriate con-
tests.  Throughout the years, near-
ly 8,107 books have been donated 
to elementary school libraries by 
the county Farm Bureaus.

In its fifteenth year, the “Ag 
Books for Kids” program is a proj-
ect of the WyFB Young Farmer & 
Rancher Committee.  The grass-
roots efforts of the county Farm 
Bureaus who donate the books 
and help educate about agricul-
ture contributes greatly to the pro-
gram’s success.  The program’s 
purpose is to educate children 
about agriculture and its impor-
tance to us all. 

Congratulations 

2019 Ag Books for Kids 

Contest Winners!
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The state runner-up in the 2019 
WyFB YF&R “Ag Books for Kids” cre-
ative writing contest was LaGrange 
Elementary student Macy Tremain 
(left).  WyFB YF&R Committee Mem-
ber Lane Hageman (right) presented 
the awards.  Lee Hageman photo.

“Ag Books for Kids” Poster Contest 
Runner-up Colson Titensor, of Lin-
coln County, with his state awards.  
Nina Nield photo.

Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation 
Young Farmer & Rancher Committee 

 
 
 

2019 “Ag Books for Kids” State Winners 
 

Coloring Contest: 
State Winner:  Keaton Fowler, Johnson County 
State Runner-up:  Brooklyn Hoffman, Weston County 
 
Poster Contest: 
State Winner:  Kiley Wilcox, Platte County 
State Runner-up:  Colson Titensor, Lincoln County 
  
Creative Writing Contest: 
State Winner:  Rylee Dockery, Fremont County 
State Runner-up:  Macy Tremain, Goshen County 
 

2019 “Ag Books for Kids” District Winners 
 
Southwest District Winners 
Coloring Contest: 
Ayvree Lewis, Lincoln County 
Ari Groll, Lincoln County 
Khloe Nicholls, Uinta County 
 
Poster Contest: 
Colson Titensor, Lincoln County 
Brystoll Gines, Sweetwater County 
Paden Neilson, Sweetwater County 
 
Creative Writing Contest: 
Rebra Penfield, Lincoln County 
Lily Weston, Uinta County 
Jacob Myers, Lincoln County 
 
 
 
 
 

Northwest District Winners 
Coloring Contest: 
Trinity Wenzel, Washakie County 
Tenley Zierlein, Washakie County 
Dietrich Otto, Big Horn County 
 
Poster Contest: 
Basyn Anderson, Fremont County 
Rylee Craft, Big Horn County 
Alaina Murray, Fremont County 
 
Creative Writing Contest: 
Rylee Dockery, Fremont County 
Perla Rodriguez, Big Horn County 
Ellie Holloway, Big Horn County 
 
 
 
 
 

Southeast District Winners 
Coloring Contest: 
Mason Rabou, Laramie County 
Hudson Evans, Goshen County 
Julia Stienmetz, Goshen County 

Poster Contest: 
Jacob Devereaux, Goshen County 
Kiley Wilcox, Platte County 
Cailee Hill, Platte County 

Creative Writing Contest: 
Macy Tremain, Goshen County 
Ashley Kauffman, Goshen County 
Lilly Hogan, Platte County 

Central District Winners 

Coloring Contest: 
Kate Stocks, Carbon County 
Peyton Stocks, Carbon County 
Gentry Terry, Carbon County 

Northeast District Winners 

Coloring Contest: 
Keaton Fowler, Johnson County 
Brooklyn Hoffman, Weston County 
Waylon Beck, Campbell County 

Poster Contest: 
Lainee Lewis, Weston County 
Isabell Stillbower, Weston County 
Taten Mills, Campbell County 

Creative Writing Contest: 
Addison Gustaf, Weston County 
Domanik Paulson, Weston County 
Chloe Hidalgo, Weston County 

Southeast District Winners 
Coloring Contest: 
Mason Rabou, Laramie County 
Hudson Evans, Goshen County 
Julia Stienmetz, Goshen County 

Poster Contest: 
Jacob Devereaux, Goshen County 
Kiley Wilcox, Platte County 
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Macy Tremain, Goshen County 
Ashley Kauffman, Goshen County 
Lilly Hogan, Platte County 

Central District Winners 

Coloring Contest: 
Kate Stocks, Carbon County 
Peyton Stocks, Carbon County 
Gentry Terry, Carbon County 

Northeast District Winners 

Coloring Contest: 
Keaton Fowler, Johnson County 
Brooklyn Hoffman, Weston County 
Waylon Beck, Campbell County 

Poster Contest: 
Lainee Lewis, Weston County 
Isabell Stillbower, Weston County 
Taten Mills, Campbell County 

Creative Writing Contest: 
Addison Gustaf, Weston County 
Domanik Paulson, Weston County 
Chloe Hidalgo, Weston County 

Congratulations 

2019 Ag Books for Kids 

Contest Winners!

Southeast District Winners 
Coloring Contest: 
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Waylon Beck, Campbell County 
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Taten Mills, Campbell County 

Creative Writing Contest: 
Addison Gustaf, Weston County 
Domanik Paulson, Weston County 
Chloe Hidalgo, Weston County 
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Hudson Evans, Goshen County 
Julia Stienmetz, Goshen County 

Poster Contest: 
Jacob Devereaux, Goshen County 
Kiley Wilcox, Platte County 
Cailee Hill, Platte County 

Creative Writing Contest: 
Macy Tremain, Goshen County 
Ashley Kauffman, Goshen County 
Lilly Hogan, Platte County 

Central District Winners 

Coloring Contest: 
Kate Stocks, Carbon County 
Peyton Stocks, Carbon County 
Gentry Terry, Carbon County 

Northeast District Winners 

Coloring Contest: 
Keaton Fowler, Johnson County 
Brooklyn Hoffman, Weston County 
Waylon Beck, Campbell County 

Poster Contest: 
Lainee Lewis, Weston County 
Isabell Stillbower, Weston County 
Taten Mills, Campbell County 

Creative Writing Contest: 
Addison Gustaf, Weston County 
Domanik Paulson, Weston County 
Chloe Hidalgo, Weston County 



Page 8 June 2019

By Jessica Romero
The Wyoming Farm Bureau Fed-

eration is delighted to award $5,500 in 
scholarships to young Wyoming Farm 
Bureau Federation members. 

The Livingston-King Scholarship, 
valued at $1,500, is given in honor 
of former presidents of the Wyoming 

Farm Bureau Federation, Herbert D. 
Livingston and H.J. King, as well as 
Buddy and Norma Livingston, the par-
ents of former WyFB President Perry 
Livingston.

Five Wyoming Farm Bureau Fed-
eration Scholarships and three Con-
tinuing Education Scholarships are 

awarded at $500 each. The Continuing 
Education Scholarship recipients must 
submit at least two years of college 
transcripts to be eligible. 

Wyoming Farm Bureau Federa-
tion Scholarship applications are due 
March 1st each year and are available 
at local county Farm Bureau offices or 

online at www.wyfb.org. 
“Education of any type is important 

to our members and funding is not al-
ways easy. Our scholarship offerings 
help bridge that gap and our organiza-
tion is proud to be able to provide sup-
port.” ~ WyFB President, Todd Forn-
strom 

2019 WyFB Scholarship Winners

Joshua 
Burke 

Herbert D. 
Livingston and 

H.J. King 
Memorial 

Scholarship

Buffalo, Wyoming is home to Joshua Burke, our 
2019 Herbert D. Livingston and H.J. King Memorial 
Scholarship recipient. Joshua will also be receiving the 
Hathaway Scholarship based on academics and is the 
son of Bill and Michelle Burke. He plans to begin pursu-
ing a degree in engineering at Sheridan College this fall. 

Joshua is known for being a dedicated student in-
volved in National Honor Society as well as a 10-year 
member of Topnotchers 4-H club in Johnson County. He 
has been awarded several education honors including 
Top Junior Science student (Physics), Excellent artistic 
talent in Technology as well as Exceptional student in 
modern World studies and US Global Economy. Joshua 
is currently serving as Treasurer for his local NHS chapter 
and has maintained a 4.0 grade point average his entire 
high school career. 

Joshua is an integrated member of his community 
where he volunteers at the St. Francis Animal Shelter as 
well as raises and sells club lambs and Suffolk ewes in 
order to raise money for his education. 

Joshua’s family members have been a part of the 
Johnson County Farm Bureau since 2002. Bill, Joshua’s 
father, is currently the Johnson County Farm Bureau 
president. Joshua has stated that his family has been 
supporters of Farm Bureau going back to his great grand-
parents.  Joshua’s recommenders’ site him for his amaz-
ing example of hard work, his willingness to overcome 
a challenge and his amazing attitude.  His character has 
been described as hard working and dedicated, and the 
Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation takes great pride in 
investing in his future. 

Emma 
Jay

Wyoming Farm 
Bureau 

Federation 
Scholarship

Emma Jay, of Hulett, Wyoming, is the daughter of 
William and Jennifer Jay. Emma, who is the 2019 Vale-
dictorian of her class, will begin her study of Agricultural 
Science at Casper College in the fall. 

Emma is an extremely well-rounded individual who 
has been very successful in both academic and extracur-
ricular endeavors, all while holding various leadership 
positions.  Being both class president and president of 
the FBLA club Emma has shown leadership skills beyond 
her years. Emma also played four years on the Varsity 
Basketball team as well as participated in the 3200 Meter 
run at state three years standing. 

Emma is an active FFA member that has not only al-
lowed her to further her knowledge of Wyoming Agricul-
ture but also allowed her to participate in the Wyoming 
Farm Bureau Young Farmers & Ranchers Ag Books for 
Kids program. Emma realizes that giving back to the 
community and teaching youth about agriculture is the 
key to furthering agriculture education in her community. 

Emma’s love of Agriculture has come from a family 
that is invested in the local ag community.  Both of her 
parents were active in FFA and are current members of 
the Crook County Farm Bureau.  It is through their ex-
ample that Emma has formed such a passion for helping 
her community. Her recommenders appreciate the hard 
work and dedication she displays in all she does. She is 
described as an excellent role model who is determined 
and someone who is always around to help. The Wyo-
ming Farm Bureau Federation awards this well-deserved 
scholarship to Emma without reservation. 

Ellie 
Bard

Wyoming 
Farm Bureau 
Federation 
Scholarship

Ellie Bard, daughter of Marvin Irv and Cathy Bard, is 
from Sheridan, Wyoming. This fall, she will attend Gillette 
College as part of the Rodeo team while studying Pre-
Pharmacy. 

Ellie is also the recipient of a Gillette College Rodeo 
Scholarship. She is active in Rodeo, Varsity Volleyball, Na-
tional Honors Society, Student Council, and Key club. She 
was described as someone with an excellent work ethic, 
strong professionalism and great communication skills. 
Her dedication to her peers and community have really 
been an asset to those she has helped.

Ellie’s family has been part of the Farm Bureau Federa-
tion for over 35 years.  As long-time members Ellie and 
her family appreciate and recognize the benefits of being a 
part of the Wyoming Farm Bureau family. Wyoming Farm 
Bureau Federation is delighted to offer our support of El-
lie’s future endeavors and wish her all the luck as she starts 
this new journey. 

Theron 
Kalasinsky

Wyoming 
Farm Bureau 
Federation 
Scholarship

Theron is a long-time resident of Dayton, Wyoming. 
He is the son of Dave and Tara Kalasinsky. He plans to 
pursue Engineering and Ag Business this fall at Sheridan 
College. He aspires to further his education with a bach-
elor’s degree and possibly a master’s degree.  In addition 
to receiving a Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation Schol-
arship, Theron is receiving Keys to the Stone Keystone 
award. 

Theron has been described by others as “do-er”; 
that makes things happen. As a junior in high school he 
planned and executed a school fundraiser that hosted and 
fed 250 people.  Theron has shown excellent leadership 
and organizational skills in various projects of which he 
has been a part.  He has been a member of FCCLA, FFA 
and has earned his place with the National Honor Society. 

Theron’s family comes from a long line of WyFB 
supporting members. His family has been ranching in 
the area for 31 years. We are honored to call Theron a 
Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation scholar. 

Kaitlyn 
Kessner

Wyoming 
Farm Bureau 
Federation 
Scholarship 

Kaitlyn is from Casper, Wyoming, the daughter of 
Gene and Melinda Kessner. Kaitlyn plans to attend the 
University of Wyoming this fall to pursue Biology. She 
has been awarded an Honors Hathaway Scholarship 
as well to financially help in earning her BS Degree. 

As a four-year member of the NCHS Swim Team, 
Kaitlyn has been no stranger to competition and hard 
work. She has also been part of Marching/Prep Band 
as well as the NCHS Soccer team throughout her high 
school career.  She has also participated for several 
years in the Wolsborn-Drazovich MEM State Math 
Competition. Kaitlyn has also volunteered her time 
to her local animal shelter and tying blankets for the 
homeless population in her community.  She is active 
in her church and donates blood during local drives. 

Kaitlyn’s father is an employee of Farm Bureau 
Insurance and has been for 23 years as well as a 
member of the Federation.  She attributes her father’s 
knowledge and ability to talk with folks in the com-
munity about Farm Bureau Insurance and the many 
benefits of the Federation, that helped her grow an 
appreciation for local Wyoming Agriculture along the 
way.  Kaitlyn has been described as an excellent stu-
dent who is always smiling. She is trustworthy, dedi-
cated and always exceeds expectations. Qualities like 
these are what the Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation 
particularly appreciates and respects. The organization 
is proud to award this scholarship to Kaitlyn Kessner. 

Kaden 
Gaukel

Wyoming 
Farm Bureau 
Federation 
Continuing 
Education 

Scholarship 

Kaden Gaukel, son of Kevin and Julie Gaukel, is from 
Keeline, Wyoming pursuing a dual degree in Livestock 
Production and Welding Technology from Eastern Wyo-
ming College. Kaden has successfully completed his first 
year of college and will be returning to school in the fall.

Kaden has been involved in many community pro-
grams like 4-H, Boy Scouts, Relay for Life as well as 
worked as a camp counselor for Rodeo Bible Camp for 
the last 5 years. He is employed part time during the 
school year with the Eastern Wyoming College Ag De-
partment as well as starting an internship for the summer 
with Torrington Livestock. Kaden spends his time be-
tween school and helping on the family ranch with daily 
operations throughout the school year and summers.

His entire family has been involved with the Farm 
Bureau Federation for several generations. His father 
served on the Board of Directors for many years and both 
of his parents competed in the YF&R Discussion Meet 
contest.  His mother advanced to the Final Four round of 
the American Farm Bureau Federation YF&R Discussion 
Meet.  We are honored to contribute to Kaden’s continu-
ing education goals and look forward to seeing all his 
achievements in the future. 

Aletta 
Ziehl

Wyoming Farm 
Bureau 

Federation 
Continuing 
Education 

Scholarship 

Aletta Ziehl, of Casper, Wyoming, is the daughter of 
Chad and Nicole Ziehl. She is pursuing an Elementary and 
Early Childhood Education at Casper College. 

Aletta has also been awarded scholarships from the 
Hathaway Fund, Natrona County 4-H Council and Casper 
College.  She has been a long-time member of 4-H both 
county and state programs as well as part of the Natrona 
County Cow-Belles Royal Court. Her drive and dedication 
are helping her to pursue her long-time dream of becom-
ing a teacher. 

Aletta’s family have been Farm Bureau members for 
over 15 years, her father serves as the local Farm Bureau 
vice-president. Aletta has been a member of the Casper 
FFA, enjoys attending Farm Bureau meetings with her 
family and has recently become a member herself. 

Aletta has been described by one of her recommend-
ers as a caring individual who is responsible and reliable 
when it comes to her commitments. She is determined 
and goal oriented when working on projects either for 
school or employment. It has been said that when Aletta 
is around the task at hand is sure to get done right.  

The Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation is excited to 
support Aletta by awarding her this scholarship. 

Sydney 
Thayer

Wyoming 
Farm Bureau 
Federation 
Scholarship 

Sydney is from Rawlins, Wyoming, the daughter of 
Scott and Pam Thayer. Sydney plans to attend the Univer-
sity of Wyoming this fall to pursue Agriculture. 

As a four-year member of FBLA, Sydney has com-
peted in multiple events including: Agribusiness, Sports 
and Entertainment Management, intro to math, Intro to 
Business, and Hospitality Management, at the state com-
petition each of the four years. She is currently the Vice 
President of the FBLA club and mentors new members.  
Sydney is a member of the National Honor Society and is 
involved in brainstorming ideas for fund raisers as well as 
volunteering for activities that involve the Honor Society 
within the school as well as in the community.  Sydney 
has maintained a 4.0 grade point average throughout her 
high school career, while being dual enrolled at Western 
Wyoming Community College completing several classes 
at the college level.  

Sydney has been a member of the Rawlins Reliables 
4-H club for the last 10 years, and currently holds the po-
sition of President.  She helps organize class sheets and 
ribbons for various events as well as volunteers to run 
2 nights of Mutton’ Bustin’.  Sydney has regularly given 
back to her community for over 12 years starting with 
planting flowers for the Rawlins Downtown Development 
Authority when she was five years old, her dedication to 
the community has led her to working with downtown 
businesses, planning and volunteering for various com-
munity events. She is currently working towards her 
Gold Medal in the Congressional Award Program.  She 
currently has earned a Bronze medal by completing 100 
volunteer hours, 50 personal development hours, and 50 
physical fitness hours.  She plans to have earned the gold 
medal by the summer of 2020.

Sydney has been described as an outstanding stu-
dent who is reliable, dedicated and always strives for 
excellence. It is these qualities that the Wyoming Farm 
Bureau Federation particularly appreciates and respects. 
The organization is proud to award this scholarship to 
Miss Sydney Thayer. 

See more 2019 WyFB Scholarship 
Winners on page 9



Page 9June 2019

2019 WyFB 
Scholarship 

Winners

(208) 745-1500
Local Manufacturing of 

Metal Roofing & Siding
We Stock 29 to 10 gauge

www.BriggsSteel.com  4056 E 300 N - Rigby, Idaho 83442

Metal Shingles
Metal Shakes

Flat Lock Panels
Flex Lock Panels

ACM Panels
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Tuff-Rib Panel
PBR Panel

Many More Available

Many Panel Profiles
Custom Trim Bending
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Fabrication

We Stock All Accessories
On-Site Rollforming Available

Delivery Available

ReziBond®

Copper-Ten®
Pure Copper 
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Pure Zinc
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Lead Coat

A606 (Corten) Colored Steel
Cold Rolled
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Paint Lock
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Many more

(208) 745-1500

Homeowners & Contractors Welcome
Since 1989
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7⁄8”

2.67”

Cor-Ten AZP® Vintage®
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½”

1/2” CORRUGATED
2.62”

36” Coverage
7.2 PANEL

1 ½”

7.2” 2.416”

Variable Width
1/4” CORRUGATED

Mechanical Lock 1”, 1.5”, 2”
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Snap Seam 1”, 1.5”, 1.75”
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Now Making
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Colton 
Sowards

Wyoming 
Farm Bureau 
Federation 
Continuing 
Education 

Scholarship

Colton Sowards of Burns, Wyoming, is the son of 
Carroll and Christine Sowards. He is pursuing a degree in 
Agribusiness Management at the University of Wyoming. 

Colton has been involved in numerous clubs and 
programs in his community.  He is a member of the Burns 
FFA, FBLA, FCA Leadership Team, Future Cattle Produc-
ers of Wyoming as well as well as being part of the Na-
tional Honor Society and Collegiate Farm Bureau. Colton 
has an extensive volunteer history as well.  He donates 
his time to programs like Meals of Hope in Washington 
DC, The Wagon Drive at Frontier Days and the Pistol and 
Pete College of Ag and Experiment Station Ambassadors. 

Colton has been described as a hard-working dedi-
cated individual who is always around to lend a hand.  He 
possesses the true farm kid attitude and work ethic and 
even though the family ranch keeps him busy he always 
finds time to complete his other responsibilities and com-
mitments on time.  Colton Knows what it takes to be suc-
cessful and will continue to shine in all that he does. 

We are honored to contribute to Colton’s continu-
ing education goals and look forward to seeing all his 
achievements in the future.

From page 8

Reprinted from FBNews, May 
7, 2019--The recently reintroduced 
Transporting Livestock Across 
America Safely Act (S. 1255) ad-
dresses the challenges of transport-
ing livestock by providing some 
fixes for hours of service regula-
tions and the electronic logging 
device mandate. The measure was 
introduced by a bipartisan group 
of senators led by Sen. Ben Sasse 
(R-Neb.).  Senator Mike Enzi (R-
Wyo.) is a co-sponsor of the legis-
lation.

“Sen. Sasse’s bill is a step in the 
right direction to fixing regulations 
that fail to provide the flexibility 
needed to address the unique needs 
that exist in the transport of live-
stock,” said Nebraska Farm Bureau 
President Steve Nelson.

Current regulations require com-
mercial drivers hauling agricultural 
commodities to turn on their ELD 
after they cross a 150-air mile radi-
us of the origin of their load.  After 
crossing a 150-air mile radius, they 
must start tracking their on-duty 
time and can only drive 11 hours 
before taking a mandatory 10-hour 
rest.

An ELD is not currently required 

for livestock and 
insect haulers, 
thanks to an ap-
propriations rider 
that prohibits en-
forcement. Pas-
sage of the rider 
was prompted 
by lawmakers’ 
concern that the 
mandate does not 
account for the 
unique needs of 
the live animals 
being transport-
ed. The extended stops required by 
the HOS regulations are dangerous 
for livestock, which rely on mov-
ing trailers to stay comfortable and 
reduce their stress.

Under the Transporting Live-
stock Across America Safely Act, 
HOS and ELD requirements would 
be inapplicable until after a driver 
travels more than 300 air-miles 
from the driver’s source. In addi-
tion, the HOS on-duty time maxi-
mum hour requirement would be 
extended from 11 hours to a mini-
mum of 15 hours and a maximum 
of 18 hours of on-duty time.

The bill would also exempt load-

ing and unloading times from the 
HOS calculation of driving time; 
grant flexibility for drivers to rest 
at any point during their trip with-
out counting it against HOS time; 
allow drivers to complete their 
trip – regardless of hours of ser-
vice requirements – if they come 
within 150 air-miles of their deliv-
ery point; and require the driver to 
take a break for a period that is five 
hours less than the maximum on-
duty time, after he completes his 
delivery and the truck is unloaded.

Farm Bureau also supports the 
House version of the measure (H.R. 
487), introduced by Rep. Ted Yoho 
(R-Fla.)

Bill gives livestock haulers more flexibility
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and cruise control.  $17,500.  Call 
307-299-5839 or email wildcatd-
mj@hughes.net.

HAY FOR SALE. Certified 
weed free grass hay, barn stored, no 
rain. Small bales approximately 65 
lbs., $7.00 each. Encampment, Wy-
oming. 307-340-0551.

WANTED DRILL-STEM for 
corrals.  307-733-3334.

18 CLASSIC BAR STOOLS.  
30 inches high, seat swivels.  Seat 
is almost 15 inches.  Chrome in real 
good shape.  Sell all or part of them. 
307-256-6170.

CLASSIFIED POLICY: 
1) Wyoming Farm Bureau mem-

bers are entitled to free classified 
advertising in this publication for 
the purpose of selling items they 
grow or make themselves, selling 
used machinery or household items, 
for posting wanted advertising. Real 
estate sales not included. Each mem-
ber family is entitled to two (2) free 
ads per month, for 3 months, of up 
to 40 words each. Member ads will 
be accepted by mail at PO Box 685, 
Torrington, WY 82240 or e-mail to 
kclark@wyfb.org. Please include 
member’s name and county.

2) Non-Wyoming Farm Bureau 
members and WyFB members act-
ing as agents or dealers of products 
produced outside the member’s 
family may purchase commercial 
classified advertising at $0.50 per 
word, at a minimum of $5.00 per 
ad. Discounts: 5% for 4 to 9 inser-
tions, 10% for 10 or more inser-
tions. Commercial ads must be sub-
mitted in writing, and an agreement 
regarding payment must be made 
between Farm Bureau and the ad-
vertiser.

DEADLINE:
Ads should be received (via mail 

or email) by the 3rd Thursday of 
the month in order to appear in 
the next month’s issue. Advertisers 
are asked to check your ad and re-
port any errors. Paid ads must be 
mailed, typed or neatly printed, 
together with any payment due, to 
Wyoming Agriculture, Farm Bu-
reau, P.O. Box 685, Torrington, WY 
82240. Free ads must be resubmit-
ted by mail or e-mail after running 
three months. Ads for which there 
is payment due will run according 
to agreement between Wyoming 
Farm Bureau and the advertiser. 
Advance payment is preferred for 
first-time advertisers. 

NOTE:
The appearance of any ad in Wyo-

ming Agriculture does not consti-
tute an endorsement or approval of 
the product or service offered. The 
advertiser is liable for content of the 
advertisement and any claims arising 
therefrom against this publication. The 
Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation re-
serves the right to refuse any advertis-
ing not considered in keeping with its 
publication’s standards.

NOTICE

Wyoming Classifieds

FOR SALE:  1982 4440 JD 131 
hp tractor.  Cab, heat/ac.  New 
20.8x38 rear tires1100x16 front tires.  
4468 hrs.  Loader & grapple fork.  
Very Good mechanical condition.  
Uses no engine oil.  2000 Chevy 
Ext. Cab 3500 1 ton feed truck 
with flatbed dually and Deweze big 
round bale feeder wired 12 volt to 
bed.  92000 miles.  454, V8. 5 speed, 
recent tune up and service. Block 
heater.  AC and heater work good.  
Goose neck hitch & trailer brakes in-
stalled.  Cruise control.  2004 Chev. 
Duramax 3500 1 ton dually Allison 
trans.  119,000 miles.  One owner. 
Trailer hitch and trailer brakes.  Re-
cently installed new injectors.  AC 

Wyoming's only weekly publication devoted to 
agriculture, the Wyoming Livestock Roundup 

reaches the majority of the state's agricultural 
producers. We have subscribers from Jackson to 

Pine Bluffs and from Hulett to Evanston. 
Every major livestock auction and implement dealer 

in the state regularly advertises in the Roundup. 
Advertising rates and subscriptions can be 

obtained by calling 800-967-1647 or 307-234-2700. 

roundupWyoming 
Livestock

EQUIPMENT

MISCELLANEOUS

HAY

� General Contractor

� Steel Frame Buildings

� Stud Frame Buildings

� Post Frame Buildings

� Structural Insulated Panel 
Buildings

� Building Material Packages

� Building Repairs/Remodels

� Windows & Doors

� Overhead Doors & Repairs

� Seamless Gutters

� Steel Roofi ng

� Ground/Site Prep

� Design/Build with CAD 
Capability

� Micro Rain Sprinkler 
Systems

� Micro Rain Traveling 
Sprinkler Distributor 

� Equal Opportunity 
Employer

� Locally Owned and 
Operated

Commercial - Agriculture - Residen� al
82 East Ridge Rd. P.O. Box 2025 Sheridan, WY 82801

Phone: (307) 672-9001
Fax: 307.674.5110

Email: info@abbuildings.com
www.abbuildings.com

A&B BUILDINGS
& SUPPLIES
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1The guarantees expressed are based on the claims-paying ability of Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company. Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services LI175 (11-18)

Peace of mind for life.
Life insurance can help provide security, along with guarantees1 and peace of mind. 

Call today to see how we can help protect your world and secure your family’s financial future.

BUFFALO
NICK SMITH, CFP

307-684-1300

CASPER
BOBBY PICKLE CFP®

307-234-5515

CHEYENNE
JASON BELL
307-632-9008

CONVERSE COUNTY
DOMINIC MADIA

307-436-8402

DOUGLAS
PIERRE ETCHEMENDY

307-358-3606

KEMMERER
TAMEY PETERNAL

307-877-5582

LANDER
CORI SLINGERLAND

307-332-3295

NEWCASTLE
CLYDE BAYNE 

ALSO CROP INSURANCE
307-746-4471

RAWLINS
TAMMY MORTENSEN

307-328-0094

SUBLETTE COUNTY
JONI PENNOCK

307-367-2141

SUNDANCE
ANDREA ROBINSON

307-283-3582

TORRINGTON
CHUCK CURRY

307-532-3610

WHEATLAND
SALLY HOUX
307-322-3791
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Funeral services for EDWARD 
JOHN BALDWIN, 92, were held 
Saturday, May 4, 2019 at Our Sav-
ior Lutheran Church with Reverend 
Scott Firminhac officiat-
ing. Burial with military 
honors followed in the 
Valley View Cemetery. 
Ed died May 1, 2019 
at Goshen Care Center. 
Memorials may be given 
to the Prairie Center Fire 
Department. 

Ed was born April 
5, 1927 in Rapid City, 
South Dakota the son of 
Harry and Edith (Hol-
lenbeck) Baldwin. He grew up on 
the family ranch south of Van Tas-
sell, Wyoming in the Prairie Cen-
ter community. He attended grade 
school at Prairie Center and gradu-
ated from Torrington High School. 
He served in the US Army for a 
brief time before receiving a medi-
cal discharge. Ed married Wilma 
Heins from Keeline, Wyoming on 
September 8, 1950. They raised 
their family on the Anton Fisher 
homestead they purchased in 1951. 
Ed ranched with his family until he 
retired and moved to Torrington. 
Ed and Wilma loved to travel and 
collect antiques wherever they trav-
eled in appreciation of the history 
told through the articles. 

Ed was an active and respected 

member of the GCSD #1 board, 
Goshen County Stockgrowers and 
Wyoming Stockgrowers, Wyru-
lec REA, where he served as the 

Region 7 chair, the 
American Legion Post 
#1 Commander in Van 
Tassell, Farm Bureau 
and was a member of 
Our Savior Lutheran 
Church. 

Ed is survived by his 
wife Wilma Baldwin of 
Torrington; daughters 
Barbara (Wayne) Erick-
son and Lorraine (Ed) 
Brummell; son Elden 

(Tena) Baldwin and Bruce Bald-
win all of Torrington; eight grand-
children Jeff (Kim) McKinney of 
Wheatridge, Colorado, Jody (Mi-
cah) Conner of Federal Heights, 
Colorado, Eddie (Jennifer) Brum-
mell of Torrington, Joe (Missy) 
Brummell of Sheridan, Montana, 
Erin (Jeff) Hinton of Sheridan, 
Wyoming, Jason (Shannon) Bald-
win of Torrington, Scott Baldwin 
of Mitchell, Nebraska and Michael 
Baldwin of Cheyenne, Wyoming; 
step-grandson Dave Erickson of 
St. Paul, Minnesota; thirteen great 
grandchildren; and three step-great 
grandchildren. He was preceded 
in death by his parents Harry and 
Edith; brothers Robert and Harry; 
and granddaughter Brittany.

Joan Geer, 83, went to be with her 
Lord on Friday, April 5, 2019.

She was born Mildred Joan on 
July 20, 1935, at the old Gillette 
Hospital, up the hill to 
the west of what is now 
Twin Spruce Junior High 
School on Seventh Street. 
She was the first child of 
Theodore (Ted) and Elsie 
(Mooney) Percifield.

Joan lived her entire 
life in Campbell County, 
with the exception of a 
brief period of time dur-
ing World War II when her parents 
moved the family to The Dalles, 
Oregon, and Upton.

She attended school at Gillette 
elementary/junior high and began 
classes at Campbell County High 
School. She took correspondence 
courses and graduated with her 
class.

On Feb. 17, 1952, she married 
Robert (Bob) Perry Geer at the old 
Gillette Presbyterian Church.

Bob and Joan began their mar-
ried life together on Hoe Creek off 
of Highway 50 in a home purchased 
from Bob’s cousin, Harl Geer.

To this union, three children were 
born: David, Darel and Roberta.

The family initially lived at the 
Hoe Creek residence and later relo-
cated to the home they built together 
on Clarkelen Road.

She held a number of jobs, having 
worked at a local café, usher/ticket 
sales at the Fiesta Theater, a hospital 
candy striper, as a telephone opera-
tor for Mountain Bell and for sev-
eral doctors.

She worked in various adminis-
trative support positions for Camp-
bell County Memorial Hospital, re-
tiring after 25 years of service.

She also was a homemaker and 
ranch wife who supported her chil-
dren through their 4-H and sports 
activities.

As a voracious reader, she en-
joyed many book series, particu-
larly those authored by locals, 
Craig Johnson and CJ Box. Amish-
themed books also were of interest 
to her.

She was a member of the Wyo-
ming Farm Bureau Federation and 
a lifelong member of the Savageton 
Homebuilders Club.

She enjoyed jigsaw and word 
puzzles, knitting, cross-stitch 
(which was ribbon worthy) and also 

played the accordion.
She was a fan of the Colorado 

Rockies and a staunch Wyoming 
Cowboys football supporter who 

participated in the Steer-
of-the-Year program.

She enjoyed traveling 
and was able to visit Can-
ada, Mexico and Austra-
lia. She traveled through-
out the United States 
with Branson, Missouri, 
being one of her favorite 
locations, along with any-
where the Pokes played 

pigskin.
She was baptized at the age of 10 

and continued growing her love for 
Christ. For many years and up until 
her passing, she and Bob regularly 
attended the adult Sunday School 
class at New Life Wesleyan Church.

She will be remembered as an 
amazing wife, mother, grandmother, 
great-grandmother and friend, one 
who loved holding babies and who 
had an amazing relationship with 
the Lord.

Joan is survived by her lov-
ing husband, Robert; sons, David 
(Diana Wilsey) Geer of Cheyenne 
and Darel (Beryl) Geer of Savag-
eton; son-in-law, Rick Douglas 
of Moura, Queensland, Australia; 
brothers, Johnny (Barb) Percifield 
and Jerry (Teresa) Percifield; sis-
ter, Judy (Wes) Wile; and sister-in-
law, Deb Percifield, all of Gillette; 
grandchildren, Sean (Vicki) Geer 
and Dani (Brian) Harmeyer, both 
of Douglas, Lex (Amanda) Geer of 
Savageton and Andrew (Lindsay 
Serfazo) Anderson of Joliet, Mon-
tana; seven great-grandchildren; 
and numerous nieces, nephews 
and cousins.

She was preceded in death by her 
parents; brother, Jimmy Percifield; 
and daughter, Roberta Joan Doug-
las.

At her request, a family service 
was at Walker Funeral Home on 
April 11, followed by graveside ser-
vices at Bethlehem Cemetery with 
the Rev. Marty Crump officiating.

A Celebration of Life begins at 
11 a.m. May 30, at Family Life 
Church, 480 S. Highway 50, in 
Gillette.  Family and friends are 
welcomed to attend to remember, 
reflect and share fellowship.  The 
Savageton Homebuilders Club and 
the Percifield cousins will provide 
lunch.

Obituaries

Edward John Baldwin
April 5, 1927—May 1, 2019

Edward John 
Baldwin

Celebrating the life of 
Roy Schmett, October 
15th, 1947 – December 
9th, 2018. Forever in our 
hearts. Let’s remember 
the happy times and raise 
a glass with cheer. Please 
join us on July 13th at 2:00 
PM in honor of his life at 
2537 US Highway 14, 
Clearmont WY 82835.  

Joan Geer
July 20, 1935—April 5, 2019

Joan Geer

Roy Schmett
October 15, 1947 – December 9, 2018
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accurate map to determine the level 
of broadband deployment in the state.  
The Wyoming Business Council has 
established a Wyoming State Broad-
band Program to address this issue.  

“Our efforts are to expand broad-
band in rural areas,” said Russ Elliott, 
Wyoming Business Council State 
Broadband Manager.  

The Wyoming State Broadband 
Program website defines broadband as 
“a high-speed method of accessing the 
internet, giving users faster uploads 
and downloads than were possible via 
dial-up connections.  It also allows for 
simultaneous use of landline and inter-
net connections.  Broadband involves 
sending information via electrical sig-
nals to and from your computer, using 
copper telephone wires, wireless fre-
quencies, fiber optic cable or satellite 
transmission.”

“We want to enrich lives of citizens 
and businesses of Wyoming to ensure 
they have reliable and scalable broad-
band,” Elliott continued. “We don’t 
want to just catch up; we want to leap-
frog from a state that is perceived of 
low connectivity to the state that takes 
the lead to make sure our rural areas 
are connected.” 

Elliott explained that the conversa-
tions need to be ongoing to get us to 
where we need to be.  “Pretty much 
everyone has access to internet con-
nectivity,” he said.  “The bigger ques-
tion is do you have access to quality 
internet; the quality that will allow you 
to do the things you need to do in re-
gard to health care, education and 
business.”

According to Elliott, the efforts 
need to be future proof, so connectiv-
ity has the ability to scale as demand 
does down the road.  “We will con-
tinue to push to make sure rural peo-
ple in Wyoming have access to qual-
ity broadband,” Elliott stated.  “It is 
critical for agriculture to have access 
because their businesses are going to 
depend on good quality stable internet 
that can continue to scale.”

“Managing center pivot sprinklers 
or having the connectivity that can let 
you visually see or send data you need 
to help you be more efficient is impor-
tant,” he continued.

According to Elliott, the Wyoming 
Broadband Initiative is working to 
reach unserved and underserved ar-
eas in Wyoming and promote greater 
services to those areas already served.  
In order to make Wyoming a leader in 
this technology, the development of a 
map to determine the status of broad-
band service across Wyoming is un-
derway.

“I’ve learned in business what 
gets measured gets done,” Elliott ex-

plained.  “Unless I have a way of mea-
suring the internet connectivity in the 
state, I’m just going to be taking phone 
calls and being a place where people 
can complain.”

Elliott would rather take action on 
moving Wyoming forward as a lead-
er in broadband connectivity.  One of 
the ways to do that is through a map 
to measure access and quality of ser-
vice down to the parcel level in the 
state.  

“We’ve designed a very detailed 
map that is unlike any other map in the 
country right now,” he said.  “We are 
a small state so I can keep my hands 
on around 500,000 pieces of data.  The 
largest benefit to the map is it can pro-
vide strong sample data to show what 
areas need focused on for improve-
ment.”

Elliott encourages citizens to take 
the speed test and survey and contrib-
ute to the data of the map.  Simply go 
to wyobbmap.org and click the “Go” 
button.  It takes just a few minutes to 
check your internet speed and answer 
a few questions to get your informa-
tion on the map.  

“The areas that are the noisiest 
will get the attention,” he stated.  El-
liott shared an example of calls from 
Niobrara County where he has been 
able to gather data and see how all the 
neighbors in an area are faring on their 
internet connectivity.

Once Elliott has data for a certain 
area, he can reach out to the Internet 
Service Provider (ISP) to start the con-
versation on helping those citizens get 
better service either through existing 
options or by utilizing grant funds to 
improve the infrastructure.  The next 
step is to reach out to a competitive 
carrier to see if they can bring the in-
frastructure into the region.  “That is 
the nature of what mapping does and 
where it can be most useful for us to 
move into action,” he said.

As you conduct the speed test on 
your internet connection, the bench-
mark the state of Wyoming has set 
is 25 MBps for download speed 
and 3 MBps for upload speed.  Any 
speed lower than that is considered 
unserved. Elliott recommended that 
those testing below the benchmark 
level should begin with calling their 
provider to see if anything can be 
done to get them to the benchmark 
service level. “Every one of these 
ISPs understand this is the bench-
mark that has been set,” he said.

According to Elliott, the counties 
that are currently showing the best con-
nectivity on average (download speed/
upload speed) are:  Uinta – 230/209; 
Sheridan – 89/114; Park – 95/67.  Ex-
amples of counties that are in need of 

Broadband Initiative

307.262.4647
RANGESOLARWIND.COM

Grid-Tied
Off-Grid
Battery

Residential
Commercial
Agriculture
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SOLAR EXPERTS

30% Tax Credit Through 2019!

support include:  Platte – 9/2.5; Niobr-
ara – 12/1.9; Crook – 14/4.  

“It should be noted that the three 
high connectivity counties are home 
base to very strong Wyoming fiber 
companies that are active in building 
out their networks,” Elliott stated.  

If you don’t have internet at all, you 
can still get on the map to make sure 
your area is recognized.  Watch the 
WREN Magazine published by the 
Wyoming Rural Electric Association 
for postage paid postcards you can 
mail.  Or you can call Elliott at 307-
777-6430 and he will manually enter 

your data into the map.
“This is an exciting and important 

time as we work to make Wyoming 
the leader in broadband deployment,” 
Elliott said.  “It is important that we 
keep the momentum going to gather 
the information we need to develop an 
accurate map of broadband service in 
Wyoming.”

“I get up every morning excited that 
I am going to try to do something that 
will be unique and push everyone a lit-
tle bit,” he concluded.  “This Initiative 
will enrich lives and set high standards 
for the quality of life in Wyoming.”

Elliott encourages citizens to take the speed test and survey and contribute 
to the data of the map.  Simply go to wyobbmap.org and click the “Go” 
button.  It takes just a few minutes to check your internet speed and an-
swer a few questions to get your information on the map. 
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WyFB YF&R Committee Member Lane 
Hageman presented awards to Julia 
Steinmetz, a Lincoln Elementary stu-
dent in Goshen County.  Steinmetz was 
a Southeast District winner in the color-
ing contest.

Southeast District awards were presented to LaGrange El-
ementary students in Goshen County by WyFB YF&R Com-
mittee Member Lane Hageman and Goshen County Farm 
Bureau Member Lee Hageman.  L to R:  Lane Hageman, 
Macy Tremain, Hudson Evans, and Ashley Kauffman.  Tre-
main was the creative writing county, district and state win-
ner.  Evans won first place in the county coloring contest 
and was a district winner.  Kauffman won third place in the 
county creative writing contest and was a district winner.

Taten Mills won the poster contest in the Northeast 
District for the 4-J school in Campbell County.  WyFB 
YF&R State Chair Toni Swartz (left) and WyFB YF&R 
Committee Member Lex Geer (right) presented Mills 
with his prizes.   

Platte County Farm Bureau member Morgan Douglas and her daughter Emma (far right) presented county 
and district prizes to Glendo Elementary school participants in the 2019 “Ag Books for Kids” contests.

Northeast District winners in Newcastle re-
ceived their Ag Books for Kids awards.  L to 
R: Lainee Lewis, Brooklyn Hoffman, Emeree 
Tavegie, and Isabell Stillbower.

WyFB YF&R State Chair Toni Swartz (left) and WyFB 
YF&R Committee Member Lex Geer (right) presented 
Waylon Beck with his prizes for being a district color-
ing contest winner from the Northeast District.  Beck 
is a student at the 4-J school in Campbell County.

Weston County Farm Bureau members Brittany Hamilton (left) and Francie Hamilton (2nd 
from left) presented the awards for the district winners in Weston County. They are shown 
here with winners from Upton Elementary. L to R: Addison Gustaf, Chloe Hidalgo, and 
Domanik Paulson.

Ag Books for Kids County and District Winners
Submitted by County Farm Bureau Volunteers
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funds: the Inland Waterways Trust 
Fund  and the Harbor Mainte-
nance Trust Fund. However, un-
like federal funding provided 
for highways and municipal wa-
ter infrastructure, federal funds 
distributed to the Army Corps 
of Engineers is not dispersed 
through a formula 
to states or competi-
tive grant programs. The 
IWTF, which pays for 50% 
of construction and major 
rehabilitation costs for na-
tional inland waterways, is 
funded through a 29 cent-
per-gallon tax on barge 
fuel. The HMTF is also uti-
lized to help fund the Army 
Corps of Engineers’ opera-
tions and maintence activi-
ties, but from a direct tax 
of $1.25 per $1,000 of car-
go moving through coastal 
and Great Lakes ports. 
While both of these fund-
ing streams are funded par-
tially through user taxes, 
the other half is from the 
general fund and appropri-
ated by Congress. Public 
spending on water trans-
portation in 2017 equaled 
$10.2 billion, up $3.5 bil-
lion from 30 years ago. 

State Local Expendi-
tures

For the past 60 years, 
state and local capital 
spending on transportation 
and water has seen an aver-
age annual growth rate of 
about 1%, with over half of 
the spending coming from 
state and local revenues. In 
2017, state and local rev-
enues were $102 billion 
and federal grants $64 bil-
lion, or 62% of total capi-
tal spent. State and local 
revenues have consistently 
outpaced spending from 
federal grants since 1981. 

With no agreed upon definition of 
what is included in “infrastructure,” 
determining the level of funding 
needed and where it should be au-
thorized continues to be a problem. 
Some define infrastructure more 
narrowly, identifying key systems 
such as transportation, water and en-

ergy, while other definitions include 
telecommunications, education, rec-
reation and health. To meet the di-
verse demands of urban, suburban 
and rural communities and maintain 
a strong economic standing, vital in-
frastructure improvements must be 
made. Particularly for rural commu-

nities and American agriculture, the 
stability of the nation’s highways, 
bridges, railways, locks and dams, 
harbors and ports is paramount. 
Strong federal investment along 
with creative solutions are neces-
sary to meet the challenges of rural 
America.

U.S. Infrastructure Spending
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Submitted by Sally Ramsbottom, 
Johnson County Farm Bureau 
Board Member

The Johnson County Farm Bureau 
Federation awarded eight $500 schol-
arships this year. Four scholarships 
were awarded to current high school 
graduates.  They are Marc Wodahl, 
Joshua Burke and Quynn Kennedy 
from Buffalo and Eric Cleveland from 
Kaycee.  

L-R Eric Cleveland from Kaycee, 
Marc Wodahl & Quynn Kennedy from 
Buffalo (all 2019 HS graduates).  Re-
cipients not pictured:  Isolina Nimick, 
Mason Jensen, Dallas Shaw, Pake 
Nimick, and Joshua Burke.  

Johnson County Farm Bureau Federation awards scholarships

Goshen County Farm Bureau 
Federation sends $2000 to flood relief
Submitted by Barb Erickson, Goshen County Farm Bureau Federation 
Board Secretary

Goshen County Farm Bureau 
Federation Board seeks to support 
and encourage fellow ranchers and 
farmers in Nebraska who have suf-
fered devastating losses in recent 
flooding. In reaching out to the Ne-
braska Farm Bureau Federation, we 
have been impressed with the mag-
nitude of the losses and the strength 
of the agricultural community! As 
we waited gathering information as 
to how we could best lend support 
it became clear that our offer “to 
send whatever is most needed” is 
incredibly appreciated but the most 

practical assistance at this point is 
financial. 

We are choosing to send aid 
through our sister organization 
because of their proven integrity 
and dedication to being there for 
those in agriculture. We encour-
age the Goshen County Farm Bu-
reau membership to join with us 
by personally sending donations 
to the Nebraska Farm Bureau 
Foundation, Attn: Disaster Relief 
Fund, PO Box 80299, Lincoln, 
NE 68501-0299. Together we are 
stronger!

“OutSTANDING IN 
THEIR FIELD”

News from the 
County Farm Bureaus

Visit us online at www.wyfb.org 

Marc Wodahl will attend the Uni-
versity of Wyoming (UW) and major 
in computer science. Joshua Burke will 
attend Sheridan College and major in 
engineering.  Quynn Kennedy will at-
tend Nebraska Wesleyan University 
in Lincoln, NE and pursue a major in 
English.  Eric Cleveland will attend 
Northwestern Lineman College in Me-
ridian, ID and become a lineman.

Four scholarships were awarded to 
continuing college students.  Isolina 
Nimick attends UW and studies ele-
mentary education.  Mason Jensen at-
tends Chadron State College studying 
pre-dentistry.  Dallas Shaw is in veteri-
nary school at Washington State Col-
lege.  Pake Nimick attends Colorado 
Mesa University and studies business.


