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come to the state, but the Senate
had no appetite to pass them out.”
“There are a lot of issues out
there that need to be dealt with like
education funding,” Moline continued. “The deficit potential on
that has not been dealt with yet.”
The 2019 Wyoming Legislature convened on January 8th and
adjourned February 28th. During
a general session, the Legislature
has 40 days in which they can
meet compared to 20 days for a
budget session. During the session
over 500 bills and joint resolutions
were filed. The Senate saw 166
bills and 11 joint resolutions filed
while the House had 316 bills and
10 joint resolutions filed.
As always, the Wyoming Farm
Bureau Federation (WyFB) represented Farm Bureau members during the legislative session. Farm
Bureau’s policy development process begins at the grassroots local
level where members meet each
year to develop policy. The policy
book is written by members and
Farm Bureau lobbyists work directly from the policy book.
Taxes and fees
An important issue to Farm Bureau members and all Wyoming
citizens is taxes. As Wyoming
Governor Mark Gordon stated
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By Kerin Clark
“The big issue this year was
whether the Legislature would
look at tax increases,” said Ken
Hamilton, Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation (WyFB) Executive Vice President. “Farm Bureau
came out strongly against those
tax increases.”
“We still think there will be a
lot of talk about tax increases in
the next Budget Session so people
that feel raising taxes isn’t the way
to go need to weigh in with their
legislators during the interim,”
Hamilton continued.
Hamilton and Brett Moline,
WyFB Director of Public and
Governmental Affairs, serve as the
WyFB lobbyists. They represent
member policy during the legislative session and continue that representation during the interim.
According to Moline, the session was a bit unusual. “There
were a lot of fee increase bills
and tax bills that made it through
the House but didn’t do very well
in the Senate. Very few of them
passed with none of the major tax
increases passing,” Moline stated.
“There was a sharp difference between the House and Senate on
this issue. The House was willing
to put bills forward to increase in-
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in his state of the state address
in January, it is critical for state
government to find better ways to
deliver services while containing
expenditures.
Legislation to increase taxes
and fees were heavily considered
during this session. Wyoming
Farm Bureau Federation policy
does not support increasing taxes
and fees. “Our members believe
instead that spending and government efficiency should be addressed,” Hamilton said.
“We were pleased when House
Bill 220, the National Retail Fair-
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ness Act, failed in committee,”
Moline stated. “This legislation
would have instituted an income
tax on big box stores and hospitality businesses in the state. Instituting an income tax is a slippery
slope and Wyoming Farm Bureau
policy opposes an income tax.”
“We were also pleased House
Bill 207, Business licensing fees2, failed on third reading in the
Senate,” Moline explained. “This
bill would have increased the fees
for filing for a business license in
Wyoming.”

See ‘2019 Legislative Review’ page 8

Brewing Farm Bureau Leaders
at AFBF Fusion Conference
Sherida n Colle ge
Student Madison Anderson and Wyoming
Farm Bureau Federation
Young Farmer & Rancher Committee Chair
Toni Swartz at the 2019
AFBF Fusion Conference held mid-March in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
The AFBF Fusion
Conference brings together young farmers
and ranchers, Farm Bureau promotion and education committee members and Farm Bureau
Women’s Committee
members. Anderson and
Swartz represented the
WyFB YF&R program.
Anderson represented
Wyoming in the national
Collegiate Discussion Meet competition. She competed with 35 other
college students from across the nation. Each student received a $100
scholarship from the CHS Foundation just for competing in the national competition. Anderson is a great communicator for agriculture issues and has a bright future in agriculture. The Wyoming Farm Bureau
Federation is proud to have been represented at the collegiate level by
Anderson. Thanks to Anderson’s college advisor, Chuck Holloway of
Sheridan College, for also attending the conference.
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The Soil of Ag Trade Is Fertile What happens when we run

deficit with China was $375 billion in
By Zippy Duvall, AFBF President
Customers around the world know 2017 alone—that number doesn’t inthat “American-grown” means top clude money lost from China’s unfair
business practices. We all
quality, so it’s no surprise the
know a fair deal when we
U.S. exports more agriculsee one, and you can’t call
tural products than we bring
that kind of an imbalance
in. For more than 50 years,
fair. No doubt, farmers and
our industry has carried a
ranchers are hurting from
trade surplus because our
lost markets as tariffs have
farmers and ranchers grow
escalated back-and-forth,
and produce the best food,
but we are hopeful that
fuel and fiber in the world.
the administration’s tough
Not only that, our success
stance will yield long-term
lifts the whole economy as
Zippy Duvall
rewards for our country’s
ag exports support more
than 1 million U.S. jobs. We have a lot economy, including rural communito be proud of, and a lot more to ac- ties that have suffered from economic
hardship.
complish, when it comes to trade.
This spring we are beginning to see
We also need to bring stability
back to our trading relationship with a ray of hope as talks continue with
our nearest neighbors by working China. This has been a long road, and
with Congress and the administra- I know we’re all eager to see the sitution to ratify the U.S.-Mexico-Can- ation resolved. From positive reports
ada Agreement as quickly as pos- in recent days, it seems we are getting
sible. America’s farmers and ranchers closer. We have been encouraged by
have experienced tremendous gains the announcement of more purchases
from the North American Free Trade of U.S. ag products by China, as well
Agreement, and we’re ready to build as by the President’s decision to delay
on those with the new USMCA. Deals indefinitely another tariff increase on
like this are good for agriculture and Chinese imports that had been planned
our whole economy. According to Of- for this month. If we’re going to keep
fice of the U.S. Trade Representative, agricultural trade successful, we must
the U.S. enjoyed a trade surplus of $12 hold our trading partners accountable
billion in countries where we had a and move forward with new deals—
trade agreement in 2015, but we only and that’s just what the administration
had agreements in force with 20 coun- is doing.
With the Comprehensive and Protries. And that remains the case today.
We need to keep moving forward by gressive Agreement for the Trans Paexpanding our market access, before cific Partnership already ratified by
we get left behind as other countries Australia, Canada, Japan, Mexico,
New Zealand and Singapore, USTR’s
form agreements without us.
Unfortunately, it hasn’t been all upcoming trade talks with Japan could
good news with trade over the last not come soon enough. The Pacific
year. Farmers have gotten caught in market is an amazing growth opporthe crossfire of a year-long trade war tunity for U.S. agriculture with Japan
with China. If we’re honest, however, already a top five market for our ag
we know a trade war has been going exports. We cannot afford missing out
on much longer there. The U.S. trade
See ‘Ag Trade’ page 5
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Calendar of

Events

5 ........“Ag Books for Kids” county contest deadline
12 ......WyFB YF&R at Wyoming FFA Convention—Cheyenne
22 ......“Ag Books for Kids” district contest deadline
30-May 1.....WyFB YF&R Committee Meeting--Casper

June

3 ........WyFB Membership Committee Meeting at 9:30 a.m.—Hilton Garden
Inn in Casper
3 ........ATLAS Training for County Board Members at 1:15 p.m.—Hilton
Garden Inn in Casper

November

13-15.....WyFB 100 Annual Meeting—Hilton Garden Inn/UW Conference
Center in Laramie
Visit wyfb.org for calendar updates
th

out of food?

By Ken Hamilton, WyFB Executive stave off starvation and residents
Vice President
quickly turned to growing products
This was the headline for a 20 on almost any open piece of ground
March 2019 story by Richin the city. None-the-less
ard Gray from the BBC.
cold and starvation took
The story is one which most
an additional toll on the
Americans would probably
citizens dodging artillery
never read because they’ve
strikes and snipers.
not had to worry about runThe economic trouning out of food. The article
bles in Greece also led
points out that while famto food shortages which
ines were on the decline in
caused an increase in the
the past, they are starting to
number of people who
make a comeback.
enrolled in agriculture
Ken Hamilton
What has caused this
classes. Of course, recent
comeback? It’s not been a decline in events in Venezuela also show how
the productive capacity of the world, bad policies can lead to widespread
although at any one-time certain areas hunger.
can experience food disruptive weathThere are several morals to the stoer patterns. No, instead it is caused by ry we shouldn’t ignore. Number one
war and bad politics. According to the – a disruption of food delivery to any
article, the number of people at risk of our urban centers will start to cause
of famine has increased by 80 percent food shortages. An extended disrupsince 2015 with South Sudan, Yemen, tion will create further hardships if
Syria, north-west Nigeria and Afghan- those disruptions can’t be solved.
istan among the worst hit.
Number two – hungry people immeAll of these areas have experienced diately turn back to agriculture to try
significant widespread conflicts which and mitigate their situation. Number
are still on going. The lesson from the three – wars can result in famines, but
article, however, isn’t necessarily of you don’t even need a war, you can do
conflicts in third world countries but it through bad policies.
pointed out that the war in Bosnia
Perhaps that is why it is so imporbrought about widespread hunger in tant that farmers and ranchers let polSarajevo in April of 1992. A place that icy makers know what is necessary
had recently hosted the Winter Olym- to keep the food production industry
pics found itself cut off from food sup- going to ensure we don’t end up like
plies. Rešad Trbonja was a teenager those countries which have set about
in Sarajevo when the Bosnian Serb to dismantle their agriculture indusArmy blockaded the city which lead tries through bad policies.
to almost immediate food shortages.
The old saying, “when you have
Trbonja, who was 19 at the time, now food you have lots of problems, but
teaches school children about the war when you don’t have food, you only
in Bosnia. Air lifted products helped have one problem” still rings true.
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The Wyoming Stewardship Project
By Jessie Dafoe, Wyoming Ag in
the Classroom Executive Director
Wyoming Agriculture in the
Classroom believes that the greatest gift we can give our Wyoming
students is knowledge of who we
are as a state, the generations that
came before us, where we are going, coupled with a strong sense
of stewardship for Wyoming’s
future. This sense of stewardship
will in turn become a gift to the
future of our state. To this end,
the Wyoming Stewardship Project
(WSP) was born.
The WSP focuses on our state’s
three main economic drivers: agriculture, minerals and energy, and
outdoor recreation and tourism.
The intent of the project is for students to gain an understanding of
Wyoming’s vast resources and become informed citizens, capable
of serving as stewards for Wyoming’s future.
This project was intentionally
built on the framework of collective impact. During the first
year of our project we surveyed
stakeholders across the state to
help identify the most important
aspects of each of these industries for students to know and understand. We then worked closely
with leaders from each of these
industries to review the survey results and determine what the key
learning concepts would be for
our students.
The next few years were spent
developing twelve units of study
for grades 2-5. Each grade level
has an agriculture unit, a minerals and energy unit, and an outdoor recreation and tourism unit.
These units of study are fully
aligned to our Wyoming Content
and Performance Standards and
are integrated units of study, covering all subjects and content areas taught in our classrooms. We
partnered with State Superintendent of Public Instruction, Jillian
Balow, along with her standards
team to complete this work. During this three-year period the units
were written, piloted and revised
by Wyoming educators.
Industry leaders graciously gave
of their time during these three

years of development by providing information and resources for
each of the units, answering educators’ questions throughout the
development process and ensuring
the accuracy of the information
within the units.
We specifically chose to focus
our work on grades 2-5 for several
reasons. By 2nd Grade, students are
able to grasp the understanding of
our stewardship definition, which
states, “As Wyoming citizens, we
are entrusted with the responsible
development, care, and use of our
resources to benefit current and
future generations.” We realize
this definition is challenging, yet
accessible for students. Through
classroom visits, we have seen
time and again students in grades
2-5 demonstrate their understanding of this definition both verbally
and through student work. Internalizing their understanding of
stewardship will serve our youth
well in every aspect of their lives.
Students in grades 6-12 begin
thinking about career choices. Research shows if a child cannot envision themselves in a career, they
will not pursue it as a future career
possibility. By tying a foundational understanding of Wyoming’s
economic drivers with the sense
of stewardship for our state, students in grades 6-12 will use this
understanding as they begin to select career paths.
It is important to understand
that these units were not written
to teach students what to think,
rather they were written to teach
students how to think. The development of higher order thinking
skills is a key aspect of each unit.
It is critical for our students to understand the strengths of our state
as well as the challenges that we
face, for they will be the ones to
find solutions for many of these
challenges.
Every lesson, handout, picture,
and video needed to teach the units
is currently available on our Wyoming Ag in the Classroom website. This resource is completely
free to every educator, student,
and citizen in the state.
As a nonprofit, not under a gov-

ernment umbrella, we are currently funded through supporters, like
yourself, who believe in this work
for Wyoming. The next step in our
strategic plan is to secure sustainable funding to identify and train
regional advocates. The regional
advocates will be tasked with supporting educators in classroom
implementation of this project.
They will be key in strengthening
local community relationships and

AB
&

experiences.
I hope this project resonates
with you. In twenty years, the
students who have had the opportunity to engage with the Wyoming Stewardship Project will be
the leaders in your communities,
helping to make decisions for our
state. Stewardship is simply taking care of what we value. We all
value our children, we value our
state, we value our future.

BUILDINGS
& SUPPLIES

Phone: (307) 672-9001
Fax: 307.674.5110
Email: info@abbuildings.com
www.abbuildings.com

82 East Ridge Rd. P.O. Box 2025 Sheridan, WY 82801

Commercial - Agriculture - Residen�al
 General Contractor

 Steel Roofing

 Steel Frame Buildings

 Ground/Site Prep

 Stud Frame Buildings

 Design/Build with CAD
Capability

 Post Frame Buildings
 Structural Insulated Panel
Buildings
 Building Material Packages
 Building Repairs/Remodels
 Windows & Doors
 Overhead Doors & Repairs
 Seamless Gutters

 Micro Rain Sprinkler
Systems
 Micro Rain Traveling
Sprinkler Distributor
 Equal Opportunity
Employer
 Locally Owned and
Operated
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Nebraska Farm Bureau Launches Disaster Relief
Fund and Information Exchange Portal
LINCOLN, NEB., March 15,
2019 – The Nebraska Farm Bureau
has launched relief efforts to aid
Nebraska farmers, ranchers, and
rural communities suffering from
the natural disasters that have impacted the state. The relief efforts
include the establishment of a disaster relief fund and launch of
an online agriculture disaster exchange portal to connect those in
need with those who can help.
“Nebraska is a special place
with special people. Many of our
friends and neighbors across the
state are suffering. Our thoughts
and prayers are with those who
have lost or are missing loved
ones, and to all those who have
been impacted by the recent blizzard and massive flooding events,”
said Steve Nelson, Nebraska Farm
Bureau president. “We want to do
what we can to help. We believe
our relief fund and information
exchange can be of assistance.”
Money donated to the Disaster
Relief Fund will be targeted to aid

Nebraska farmers, ranchers, and
rural communities affected by recent storms and flooding. Priority
will be given to efforts to restore
health and safety in rural communities and to farm and ranch households that have been damaged or
displaced by the natural disaster.
“The fund’s targeted recipients
are farm and ranch families and
rural communities in the disaster
areas who have immediate needs
as a result of the natural disaster,
those who cannot get assistance
from other sources, those who
will have to wait until they receive other assistance, and those
who have losses not covered by
insurance,” said Nelson.  
To aid farmers and ranchers in
recovery, the Nebraska Farm Bureau has also opened the Agriculture Disaster Exchange portal. The
online portal housed on the Nebraska Farm Bureau website allows
members to share information, providing a place for those in need to
make requests for assistance and

for those looking to help, to offer it.
“The Agriculture Disaster Exchange operates like an online
‘want ad’ page. If a member has
extra hay to sell or donate to a livestock producer in need, they can
post it there. If a member needs
help or equipment to remove debris after flooding, they can post
that type of request as well. Those
are just examples of how the exchange can be used by our members. The goal is to provide an
online clearinghouse so members

COVOLO AUTO-FARM SERVICE

can interact and help each other
during tough times,” said Nelson.
To donate or apply for aid from
the Disaster Relief Fund, utilize
the Agriculture Disaster Exchange
portal, or access other disaster
assistance resources, visit www.
nefb.org/disaster.
Donations will be made to a
fund established in the Nebraska
Farm Bureau Foundation, which
is a 501(c)(3) charitable nonprofit. Any donations made to the fund
are tax-deductible.

The Chisholm Trail
Bale Bed, a bale
bed like no other.

80 Rees Road
Mountain View, WY 82939
P: 307-786-2277
1-307-786-2277
E: covolosales@gmail.com

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT:
Arrow Cattlequip Cattle Handling Equipment
Now Available in Wyoming!

The Chisholm Trail Bale Bed is a pick up truck mounted bale bed that lets you work quicker
and easier. With our feature rich truck bed, you gain much more value for your dollar.

Features Include:

• Patented dump feature - handle hay and dump materials from the comfort of your cab
• Independent arm action - move the arms separately or in tandem for easier bale retrieval
when stacked end to end
• Free-float arm system - unroll hay while maintaining full contact with the ground over
rough terrain, allowing even distribution of feed and reducing waste

THE MOST TRUSTED NAME

IN CATTLE HANDLING
TOLL FREE 1-866-383-7827

www.arrowcattlequip.com

Skyline Implement
2012 Skyline Dr.
Sheridan, WY 82801
(307) 672-0966
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WDA Begins Work on Industrial Hemp Program
CHEYENNE (March 15, 2019) The Wyoming Department of Agriculture (WDA) is beginning the process
of regulating industrial hemp in Wyoming following the passage of HB171/
HEA No. 0110 and Governor Mark
Gordon’s signature.
During the 65th session of the Wyoming Legislature, the WDA was
working on developing a plan, rules,
a fee schedule, applications, and other
necessary documents to implement
a regulatory program for industrial
hemp in Wyoming. With the signing
of HB171/HEA No. 0110, the WDA
has 30 days to submit a plan to the
United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) to request delegated authority for the regulation of industrial
hemp.
“With the passage of the 2018 Farm
Bill and the work of the legislature
throughout the session, we have been
working hard on the industrial hemp
program to make sure we are ready
when the time comes to implement
a program here in Wyoming,” said
Doug Miyamoto, Director of the Wyoming Department of Agriculture. “If
we are legally able to do it, we are anxious to start a hemp program in Wyo-

ming to provide more opportunities
for our producers and processors with
this productive, diversifying permitted
crop across the state.”
The USDA recently stated that they
will hold state plan submissions until
their rules are promulgated in the fall
of 2019 and that states may continue
to operate under the provisions of the
2014 Farm Bill. The state is currently
assessing our legal authority to issue
permits prior to USDA review of our
industrial hemp plan.
“With the USDA not approving
state plans until the fall, the most important thing right now is to make
sure we have the legal authority to
permit and regulate hemp under the
provisions of the 2014 Farm Bill and
existing statutes in Wyoming,” said
Miyamoto. “We are working with the
Attorney General’s Office and Governor Gordon’s office to answer this
question but will continue developing the program so we are ready to go
when we are legally able to start permitting.”
In the meantime, the WDA will
continue the rulemaking process for
the program, working toward obtaining and installing testing equipment

at the WDA Analytical Services Lab,
and training employees for regulating
this new permitted crop.
For more information on the hemp

Ag Trade

program through the Wyoming Department of Agriculture, visit https://
agriculture.wy.gov/divisions/ts/wyindustrialhemp

From page 2

here. The American Farm Bureau estimated that the original TPP would
have increased net farm income by
$4.4 billion and would have added
more than 40,000 jobs to our economy had we joined the agreement. It’s
time to get a trade deal with Japan
that will reduce tariff and non-tariff
barriers and improve science-based
sanitary measures to bring our farmers greater access to this booming
market.
We are also eager for USTR’s
planned talks with the EU and UK
to break down agricultural barriers
and bring balance to trade across the
Atlantic. For too long, the European
Union has set unfair, non-scientific
barriers on our farm products – resulting in a negative trade balance of
$70 billion over the last decade. This
is unacceptable treatment of American farmers and ranchers who abide
by the highest safety and quality

standards in the world. Farm Bureau
is grateful that the administration is
once again sticking by farmers and
ranchers: They have made it clear
that there will be no deal without including agriculture.
There’s no question 2018 was a
tough year for many of us in farm
country, and part of the reason for
that is the turbulence on the trade
front. But we can come out on the
other side stronger than ever, and I
believe we will. In fact, President
Trump personally has assured us of
that. American farmers and ranchers
will continue to be leaders in every
market where we have fair access to
customers. Let’s keep up the good
work of planting seeds for ag trade
by making our voices heard with
Congress and the administration. We
are already seeing good results, and a
harvest of new and growing markets
will come if we don’t give up hope.
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Equipment industry advances technology and tools for
customers to diagnose and repair machinery

This is the final article in a series related to Right-to-Repair, a movement that seeks unrestrained access to equipment tools and technology. These articles address the Right-to-Repair vs. Right-to-Modify machinery, the potential impacts that compromise safety and
emissions standards set by state and federal governments and the ramifications consumers face by altering equipment.

By Joani Woelfel
The equipment industry is committed to providing the necessary
tools to diagnose and repair equipment to reduce downtime and increase productivity. Machinery
manufacturers and dealers have
a vested interest in meeting enduser needs so customers can focus
on growing successful businesses.
Major and shortline manufacturers and dealers demonstrate
their support for a customer’s
right to repair machinery as memorialized in a statement of principles authored by manufacturers
and equipment dealers across the
country:
“To the extent not already available, the maintenance, diagnostic
and repair information listed below will be made available to end
users through authorized agricultural dealers at fair and reason-

able terms, beginning with tractors and combines put into service
on or after January 1, 2021. End
users will also be able to purchase
or lease diagnostic tools through
authorized agricultural dealers.
Certain information and tools may
be available earlier.”
Dealers are committed to provide access to:
• Manuals (Operator, Parts, Service)
• Product Guides
• Product Service Demonstrations, Training, Seminars or Clinics
• Fleet Management Information
• On-Board Diagnostics via diagnostics port or wireless interface
• Electronic Field Diagnostic
Service Tools and training on how
to use them
• Other publications with information on service, parts, operation

#IRCLE $ #ORPORATION
• Flatbed Trailers
• Livestock Trailers
• Low Profile Equipment Trailers
• Horse & Stock Combo Trailers
• Flatbeds For Pickups & 1 Ton Trucks • Multipurpose Trailers

“American Made Since 1987”
Hillsboro, KS 67063

Call for a dealer near you!

800-526-0939
www.circle-dtrailers.com

and safety
Many of the necessary tools to
diagnose and repair equipment are
already available for consumers
who want to use them. Nevertheless, customers more often choose
authorized dealers to provide parts
and service to ensure qualified and
expedited results.
In cases where the balance of
tools and technology are working
to catch up in the marketplace, industry leaders assure consumers
they are making strides.
“Farm equipment manufacturers and their dealers recognize
their customers’ maintenance and
repair needs, and are committed
to providing them with the service they require. By 2021 – or
in some cases sooner — manufacturers will provide diagnostic and
repair information and tools to
farmers,” Stephanie See, director
of state government and industry
relations, Associated Equipment
Manufactures (AEM), said.
“Fulfilling this commitment is
a complex undertaking and manufacturers are in varying stages
of research, design, and testing
to meet the approaching self-imposed deadline,” she said. “We
remain committed to preserving
the integrity of equipment and the
significant investments manufacturers make in developing the next
generation of farm equipment.”
The equipment industry supports these efforts in myriad ways,
and we encourage end-users to
find resources and follow our
progress at https://www.fweda.
com/r2r/:
• Industry leaders demonstrate
diagnostic and repair tools to
farmers, ranchers and contractors

across the country (https://www.
aem.org/news/aem-cohosts-newhampshire-right-to-repair-demoday/); Wyoming and California
dealers provided similar opportunities in the past 18 months, convincing lawmakers and constituents that proposed right-to-repair
legislation is unnecessary
• We advocate at the state and
national level for increased funding, resources and construction
of infrastructure and broadband
access to address the demands of
technology and consumer needs to
sustain agriculture and construction vital to our stakeholders
• We are steadfast in developing a workforce of the future; we
champion grass-roots efforts extending nationwide to partner with
agencies and organizations that
rely on a qualified workforce to
build and maintain healthy, thriving communities in which we live
Equipment dealers value customer relationships. We are here to
serve and support you. Please do
not hesitate to contact your dealer
or Far West Equipment Dealers Association for more information and
resources about your right to repair.
___________________________
Joani Woelfel is president and
CEO of Far West Equipment Dealers Association, a nonprofit trade
group representing agricultural,
industrial, material handling,
hardware, lumber, outdoor power
and rental equipment dealers in
Arizona, California, Colorado,
Hawaii, Nevada, Utah and Wyoming. This comprises nearly 300
equipment dealerships across
seven states whose contributions
serve to enhance a healthy economy.
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Over 100 water and agricultural organizations urge Congress to use
infrastructure legislation to address Western water challenges

Washington, D.C., March 25,
2019– Over 100 organizations
representing water and agricultural interests in the Western U.S.
urged Congress on March 25 to
use any infrastructure package under consideration to help address
severe hydrological conditions in
the West.
“As a nation we must continually invest in the Western water
infrastructure necessary to meet
current and future demands,” the
groups stated in a letter sent to
key congressional committees and
Western senators. “Our existing
water infrastructure in the West is
aging and in need of rehabilitation
and improvement.”
President Trump has said infrastructure might be one area that both
political parties in the 116th Congress can agree upon. The Democratic Party’s to-do list also includes
an ambitious infrastructure program.
Rep. Peter DeFazio, D-Ore.—one
of the recipients of the letter—now
chairs the House Transportation and
Infrastructure Committee, where he

intends to lead efforts to produce a
multi-billion-dollar infrastructure
bill to fund transportation and water
projects.
“We agree with Rep. DeFazio’s
assessment that infrastructure is a
place of potential common ground
and agreement in this Congress,”
said Pat O’Toole, president of the
Family Farm Alliance, one of the
signatories to the letter.
Decades ago, Wyoming leaders recognized the need to develop
our water infrastructure and funded
a program that would continue to
build on the irrigation systems necessary to ensure Wyoming’s future.
“The federal government needs to
make the same commitment to this
effort,” said Ken Hamilton, Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation Executive Vice President.
“We recognize many of the
projects that helped build Wyoming at the turn of the last century
were federal programs,” Hamilton
continued. “Those programs need
to be renewed and updated to continue to help mitigate floods and

provide for more stable supplies
of water.”
“Despite a much-above-average
snowpack, many California water
users will still face water shortages in 2019,” California Farm Bureau Federation President Jamie
Johansson said. “That underlines
the need to improve our water infrastructure, so we can make more
efficient use of water for both our
economy and environment.”
“The recent wet weather notwithstanding, we know that persistent drought conditions in the
western United States are the new
normal,” said Western Growers
President and CEO Tom Nassif.
“For this reason, our nation must
invest, in earnest, in the long-term
security of our water supplies in
the West.”

The letter underscores that water conservation, water recycling,
watershed management, conveyance, desalination, water transfers, groundwater storage and
surface storage are all needed in a
diversified management portfolio.
“We need you to ensure that
Western water users have every
tool available to survive and recover from years of drought and
to prepare for the hard, dry years
the future may hold,” the letter
states. “We call upon each of you
to push forward on infrastructure
and in so doing you must use any
infrastructure package to not only
address our nation’s chronic needs
surrounding roads and bridges,
but to also include water infrastructure needs for storage and
conveyance.”

Visit us online at
www.wyfb.org

APRIL SCHEDULE OF SAVINGS!
Spring Boot Event
April 5th – 14th

Season’s best savings on All In-Stock/In-Store Footwear
All brands including KEEN, Timberland Pro, Danner, Cat, Wolverine, Twisted X, Tony Lama and other top brands
ALL Footwear at least 15% oﬀ, plus boot drawing, discount socks, boot care products and accessories

Carhartt Days Event
April 19th – 30th

Special discounts on many of your favorite Carhartt work and safety clothing!
PLUS
K87 Pocket TSE-shirt, 2 for $25
25% oﬀ all Carhartt shorts
4330 E 2nd Street
Casper, WY 82609
(307) 237-8011

410 E Lakeway
Gille�e, WY 82718
(307) 682-5053

2400 Cascade Dr.
Rock Springs, WY 82901
(307) 362-2991

Like us on Facebook
WorkWarehouseOnline.com

3502 Dell Range Blvd.
Cheyenne, WY 82009
(307) 432-9999

(Event prices good on in-store/in-stock items only; see store for details)
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Property rights
harvested livestock or poultry, has been signed Bureau Federation supported this bill as we
Property rights are the cornerstone of the into law by the Governor.
would rather have state guidelines than federal
Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation’s mission.
“This bill will not allow harvested meat to guidelines.
“We supported two bills regarding property be next to laboratory meat in a store display
Water
rights which were passed due to perceived and the lab meat must have the appropriate laWater is one of the most important resources
overzealous county regulations,” said Moline. bel indicating it is not from an animal,” Mo- to not only agriculture but the entire state. LegSenate File 142, County regulation of live- line explained. “Wyoming Farm Bureau Fed- islation regarding temporary instream flows was
stock grazing, has been
eration member policy calls introduced this session but failed in committee.
signed into law by Wyofor prohibiting the labeling “We were pleased to see SF 87 die in commitming Governor Mark Gorof a product as meat if it is tee,” Hamilton said. “This legislation would
don. This law will prohibit
not derived from harvested have allowed anyone to obtain a temporary
“We still think there will be a
counties from eliminating
animals.”
instream flow; which would have been a large
lot of talk about tax increases in
livestock grazing on lands
Hemp regulation
change from current state water policy. Current
the next Budget Session so peoacquired from the federal
Legislation to address state water policy allows only the state to hold
ple that feel raising taxes isn’t
government without going
guidelines for a new crop, an instream flow permit and it must be on a perthe way to go need to weigh
through the normal zoning
industrial hemp, to be grown manent basis.”
in
with
their
legislators
during
procedures.
in Wyoming was discussed
WyFB policy does not support changes to
the interim.”—Ken Hamilton,
The Wyoming Farm Buat great length. The pur- current instream flow law. Storage and waterWyFB Executive Vice President
reau supported House Bill
pose of this legislation is to shed management, as well as irrigation will
196, Local regulation-submodel criteria that would fit create real instream flow. Agriculture serves
divisions, which passed
Wyoming better than a one- as a sponge, soaking up the water and then rethe Legislature and has been signed into law size fits all federal approach.
leasing it at the times when it is needed most
by the Governor. This legislation will amend
“The 2018 Farm Bill changed the status of in the streams.
subdivision statutes to keep county commis- industrial hemp by allowing for the crop to be
Livestock brands
sioners from precluding residential or agricul- produced but it has to be under the conditions
In other legislation, HB 134, Livestock
tural uses on a piece of land where the land is established by the legislation,” Hamilton ex- brands-amendments, was heavily amended on
gifted to a family member.
plained. “Passage of HB 171, Hemp Regula- third reading in the Senate prior to the passGrizzly bear delisting
tion, established the authority to develop the ing of the legislation. Governor Gordon has
The grizzly bear continues to have a strong process Wyoming agricultural producers will signed this bill into law. “The ability to perimpact on Wyomingites. The Legislature need to comply with in order to produce the manently record brands was added,” Hamilshowed great support for delisting the griz- crop and be in compliance with federal legis- ton said. “This is a large change from current
zly bear through House Joint Resolution 1 and lation.”
policy and will require many changes in our
Senate File 93; which have both been signed
Hemp is used for industrial and other pur- current brand regulations.”
into law by Governor Gordon. The Wyoming poses including clothing, medicinal and other
To learn the status of other bills, visit www.
Farm Bureau Federation supported both of uses. To ensure the crop will be used in that wyoleg.gov.
these bills.
fashion, farmers and ranchers would be liThe Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation will
The grizzly bear has far exceeded the mini- censed by the State and the hemp would have continue to represent our members throughout
mum population recovery goal set by scien- a restriction of THC, the compound that in- the interim process. We will take a look at the
tists. In 2017 the United States Fish and Wild- duces psychoactive effects, limited to 0.3% interim topics in the next issue of Wyoming
life Service determined it was time to delist as per federal guidelines. Wyoming Farm Agriculture.
the grizzly bear from the Endangered Species
list thus returning management to the state of
Wyoming until September 2018 when a judge
ruled that the grizzly bear be returned to the
endangered species list, contrary to the recommendations of the United States Fish and
Wildlife Service.
Ranchers in western Wyoming have faced
mounting losses to their sheep and cattle in
receive special access to:
recent years and have faced more frequent atJohn Deere’s GreenFleetTM Loyalty Rewards program,
tacks on humans as the grizzly population has
swelled and expanded its territory.
providing members with a free two-year Platinum 2 membership.
House Joint Resolution 1 urges Congress to
delist the grizzly bear. “We believe it is necessary to delist the grizzly bear to return manageBecome a Platinum 2 level member by
ment to the state where the animal is having a
visiting www.JohnDeere.com/FarmBureau
direct impact on citizens,” said Hamilton.
SF 93 Grizzly bear hunts will allow the
Provide valid membership ID and zip code
Wyoming Game and Fish Department to establish a grizzly bear hunt to protect its citizens, workers and tourists from grizzly bears.
“Problem bears could be relocated to CaliforMore details at www.wyfb.org,
nia or another state with suitable grizzly bear
habitat,” Hamilton said. “The amendment to
or contact your local John Deere dealer.
relocate bears to California was proposed because the grizzly bear is on the California state
flag.”
Meat labeling
Regarding meat labeling, SF 68, Meat from

“

Wyoming Farm
Bureau Members
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WYOMING FARM BUREAU
FEDERATION

Accepting Requests For Charitable Contributions

The Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation is accepting
requests for 2019 charitable contributions. Each year,
the organization is able to make charitable contributions thanks to a program offered by FBL Financial
Group, Inc.
“Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation is happy to
continue the tradition of offering financial assistance
to Wyoming’s ag-oriented organizations through our
charitable contributions fund,” said WyFB President,
Todd Fornstrom. “We hope the funds will be a resource that will benefit agriculture within the State of
Wyoming.”
Requests will be considered for organizations who
meet the following criteria:
n The organization must be classified as 501 (c) (3)
by the IRS.
n The organization must serve Farm Bureau members or residents of communities where Farm Bureau

is an employer or:
• Industry educational organizations that provide
direct or indirect benefit to Farm Bureau.
• Health organizations that promote practices or educational programs beneficial to Farm Bureau.
Visit www.wyfb.org, and click on the calendar link
for detailed proposal requirements. Requests are due
in the Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation office no
later than May 15, 2019. Mail to: Wyoming Farm
Bureau Federation, ATTN: McKenzi Digby, PO Box
1348, Laramie, WY 82073. For questions, call (307)
721.7719 or email mdigby@wyfb.org.
The Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation is the state’s
largest general agriculture organization. Members
work together from the grassroots to develop agricultural policy, programs, and services to enhance the
rural lifestyle of Wyoming.

(208) 745-1500
Local Manufacturing of

Metal Roofing & Siding

We Stock 29 to 10 gauge
Cor-Ten AZP®
A606 (Corten)
ReziBond®
Bonderized
Copper-Ten®
Pure Copper
Pure Zinc
Stainless Steel
Lead Coat

Vintage®
Colored Steel
Cold Rolled
Galvalume®
Acrylume®
Aluminum
Paint Lock
Galvanized
Many more

Many Panel Profiles
Nail Strip 1”, 1.5”

Now Making
Curved Roofing & Trim

Snap Seam 1”, 1.5”, 1.75”

Metal Shingles
Metal Shakes
Flat Lock Panels
Flex Lock Panels
ACM Panels
Soffit
Tuff-Rib Panel
PBR Panel
Many More Available

Mechanical Lock 1”, 1.5”, 2”
Reveal Flush Wall Panel

Flush Wall Panel
1/4” CORRUGATED
Variable Width

1.250”

7⁄8”

Custom Trim Bending
Sheet Metal
Fabrication

1/2” CORRUGATED
Variable Width

2.62”

We Stock All Accessories

½”

7/8” CORRUGATED
Variable Width

2.67”

Anti-Siphon Groove

7⁄8”

7.2 PANEL
7.2”

36” Coverage

On-Site Rollforming Available
Delivery Available

2.416”

1 ½”

Homeowners & Contractors Welcome
www.BriggsSteel.com 4056 E 300 N - Rigby, Idaho 83442

Since 1989
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Wyoming Classifieds
NOTICE

CLASSIFIED POLICY:
1) Wyoming Farm Bureau members are entitled to free classified
advertising in this publication for
the purpose of selling items they
grow or make themselves, selling
used machinery or household items,
for posting wanted advertising. Real
estate sales not included. Each member family is entitled to two (2) free
ads per month, for 3 months, of up
to 40 words each. Member ads will
be accepted by mail at PO Box 685,
Torrington, WY 82240 or e-mail to
kclark@wyfb.org. Please include
member’s name and county.
2) Non-Wyoming Farm Bureau
members and WyFB members acting as agents or dealers of products
produced outside the member’s
family may purchase commercial
classified advertising at $0.50 per
word, at a minimum of $5.00 per
ad. Discounts: 5% for 4 to 9 insertions, 10% for 10 or more insertions. Commercial ads must be submitted in writing, and an agreement
regarding payment must be made
between Farm Bureau and the advertiser.

Wyoming
Livestock

DEADLINE:
Ads should be received (via mail
or email) by the 3rd Thursday of
the month in order to appear in
the next month’s issue. Advertisers
are asked to check your ad and report any errors. Paid ads must be
mailed, typed or neatly printed,
together with any payment due, to
Wyoming Agriculture, Farm Bureau, P.O. Box 685, Torrington, WY
82240. Free ads must be resubmitted by mail or e-mail after running
three months. Ads for which there
is payment due will run according
to agreement between Wyoming
Farm Bureau and the advertiser.
Advance payment is preferred for
first-time advertisers.
NOTE:
The appearance of any ad in Wyoming Agriculture does not constitute
an endorsement or approval of the
product or service offered. The advertiser is liable for content of the
advertisement and any claims arising
therefrom against this publication. The
Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation reserves the right to refuse any advertising not considered in keeping with its
publication’s standards.

roundup

Wyoming's only weekly publication devoted to
agriculture, the Wyoming Livestock Roundup
reaches the majority of the state's agricultural
producers. We have subscribers from Jackson to
Pine Bluffs and from Hulett to Evanston.
Every major livestock auction and implement dealer
in the state regularly advertises in the Roundup.
Advertising rates and subscriptions can be
obtained by calling 800-967-1647 or 307-234-2700.

EQUIPMENT

quire directly, or find us on Facebook. Thank you for your interest in
Stoll Limousin.
LIVESTOCK GUARD DOG.
Central Asian Sheppard Puppies.
A better way to patrol the range.
$1500.00 Visit https://www.alabaiguarddog.net/puppies, or call 248904-0642

WANTED: Pivot Track Filler.
(307) 899-9070, Park County/Cody,
Larry Brown. LKB.1811@hotmail.
com
FOR SALE: 20 FOOT GOOSENECK STOCK TRAILER, center
gate, brush fenders, rear gate swings
as well as slides open. Very good
HAY
tough ranch trailer-Good floor, rubber
belting covered. Price reduced—now
HAY FOR SALE. Certified weed
$1600. Located south of Douglas. free grass hay, barn stored, no rain.
Call Jess Rodgers 307-358-6716.
Small bales approximately 65 lbs.,
$7.00 each. Encampment, Wyoming.
LIVESTOCK
307-340-0551.
7 YEAR OLD AQHA MARE
BRANDS
FOR SALE. She stands at 15hands
and bred for cattle. I am asking
TWO WYOMING BRANDS
2500.00 for this mare. Richard Holm FOR SALE. Lazy DJ bar, LRC—
57 Khadafy Skoal road Gillette Wyo- LSS—LTH $800. Lazy 3 Hanging
ming 307.689. 3793.
J, LRC—RHS—LSH $1000. Call
24 COMING 2-YEAR OLD Jess Rodgers 307-358-6716 (DougLI MOUSI N A N D LI M-F LEX las)
BULLS. All are Black and Polled.
MISCELLANEOUS
Great dispositions and balanced
EPD’s to compliment any program.
18 CLASSIC BAR STOOLS. 30
Add vigor, growth and maternal traits inches high, seat swivels. Seat is alto your cow herd. After 30 years of most 15 inches. Chrome in real good
selling at Public Auction we will be shape. Sell all or part of them. 307marketing our bulls Private Treaty 256-6170.
this year. We invite you to the ranch
A NEW BILLY COOK semito take a look at our offering. Please padded, 15.5-inch seat, fully rigged
contact us at 307-856-4268 to in- saddle for sale. 307-467-5590.

21st Century Equipment
5180 US Highway 26
Torrington, WY 82240

(307) 532-7071
www.21stCenturyEquipment.com
tgass@21stCenturyEquip.com
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Obituary

Bruce Gose

Retired Crook County Rancher,
Bruce William Gose, 90, Upton WY,
passed away peacefully on Thursday,
February 28, 2019 at Long Term Care
in Sundance, WY.
He was born Sunday, November 18,
1928 at Hot Springs, SD, the 6th of 7
children born to Vernie O. and Mame
K. (Thompson) Gose. They lived on
the family ranch south of Upton. He
attended country school & Upton
Schools. Bruce lettered in basketball
and football, graduating in 1946. He
also always claimed to graduate from
the school of hard knocks.
He was a Keeline cowboy for a season after high school. He would tell
about trailing cattle from Sheridan to
Keeline Ranch west of Lusk.
Bruce married Marilyn “Maggie”
Mangus on December 3, 1950. They
had three children, Mary Anita, David
William and Judith Kirstine.
Bruce worked for several ranches
before working for True Oil Company near Clareton and then in Moor-

November 18, 1928 - February 28, 2019

croft where he was the field foreman for a few years. Bruce was President
at Donkey Creek. After Vernie and of the Crook County Weed & Pest
Mame passed away, Bruce and Mari- Control Board. Governor Herschler
lyn moved to the family ranch north appointed him to the Department
of Upton where he ranched
of Agriculture where his
the remainder of his workconstituents made him the
ing years.
President. He also served
In the 1950’s, Bruce was
as a Herschler appointment
quite active in the Upton
to a Blue Ribbon CommitGun Club. Bruce was also
tee. He was President of
an Endowment Life MemFarm Bureau for a time.
ber of NRA.
After Marilyn passed away
He was a Boy Scout
in 1988, he pretty much
Troop Master in Moorbacked out of most public
croft. When they moved
involvements. Now most
to the ranch, he was a 4-H
recently he was appointed
Bruce Gose
leader. Bruce was AssoPresident of the Resident’s
ciate Guardian of Job’s
Council at Long Term Care
Daughters in Upton. He was Worthy in Sundance.
Patron of Upton Chapter #28 of EastBruce tremendously enjoyed dancern Star with Marilyn as Worthy Ma- ing, playing cribbage, hunting, & fishtron. In 1970, Bruce was Master of the ing.
Upton Masonic Lodge #38. He was a
Bruce is survived by his children,
member of the Kalif Shrine Temple Mary (Norm) Townley, David Gose
and Blue Shrine for several years. and Judith (Chuck) Sumner; grandHe served on the Upton Co-op Board children, Genell Hodges, Jennifer

(Jason) Jones, Carl (Carrie) Gose,
Elizabeth (Jay) Moore, Justin Sumner, Laura (Jason) Reiter, Alyssa
(Jeff) Jaeger; great-grandchildren,
Latham, Easton & McKenna Hodges,
Cadence & Clover Gose, Lucas &
Macey Moore, Virginia & Elmer Reiter, and Alyvia & Ryker Jones, and
two great-grandchildren on the way;
and 17 nieces and nephews. He is also
survived by close friends, Lee Loberg,
John Lassegard, & Dave Banister.
Bruce was predeceased by his wife,
Marilyn; parents, Vernie and Mame
Gose, two brothers and a sister.
A memorial service will be held at
3:00 p.m. on Saturday, April 27, 2019,
at Goose Landing, 2741 North Hwy
116 in Upton, WY. A family inurnment will be at a later date. Memorials will be established to the Upton
United church, St. Jude’s Children’s
Hospital, and Crook County Medical Services District Long Term Care.
Online condolences may be written at
www.fidler-isburgfuneralchapels.com

Judge Finds in Favor of Oregon Ranchers, Concerns Over
Impacts to Spalding’s Catchfly Exaggerated
Oregon, March 25, 2019--Magistrate Judge
Patricia Sullivan has found in favor of the U.S.
Forest Service and Western Resources Legal
Center (WRLC) clients McClaran Ranch and
Wallowa County on all counts in a case addressing grazing in northeastern Oregon within the
Hells Canyon National Recreation Area (HCNRA) on the Wallowa-Whitman National Forest. Environmental group Greater Hells Canyon
Council had challenged the Forest Service’s authorization of grazing on four allotments along
the Imnaha and Snake River corridor (called
the LIRA project area), citing concerns over the
Spalding’s catchfly, a type of flowering plant
listed as “threatened” under the Endangered Species Act. Spalding’s catchfly occurs on private
and federally owned lands in Wallowa County
and in adjacent areas in Washington, Oregon,
Idaho, and Montana.
The McClarans have wintered their livestock
in the LIRA area since the 1920s. Additionally,
the Nez Perce Tribe have grazed cattle there pursuant to a treaty for over a century. The Court’s
opinion, issued on Friday, March 22, noted the
ranching operations’ essential role as stewards
not just of the land, but of the culture and tradition in the area.
Citing the ranchers’ exemplary record of grazing management and the Forest Service’s extensive
analysis of potential impacts from grazing, Judge
Sullivan found the Forest Service had adequately
evaluated the long-term viability and recovery pros-

pects for the Spalding’s catchfly in the LIRA area.
WRLC congratulates the McClarans and Wallowa County on this win – and appreciates the
opportunity to continue representing the interests of local communities and resource users as
they face continued challenges to federal land
management decisions that directly impact their
livelihoods and way of life.

_______________________________________
WRLC is a 501(c)(3) legal education organization and is currently the nation’s only hands-on legal
training program specializing in legal education advocacy on behalf of natural resource users located
throughout the United States. 2017 marks WRLC’s
10th anniversary providing natural resources focused legal education at Lewis & Clark Law School.
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Peace of mind for life.
Life insurance can help provide security, along with guarantees1 and peace of mind.
Call today to see how we can help protect your world and secure your family’s ﬁnancial future.

BUFFALO
NICK SMITH, CFP
307-684-1300

CASPER
BOBBY PICKLE CFP®
307-234-5515

DOUGLAS
PIERRE
ETCHEMENDY
307-358-3606

RAWLINS
TAMMY MORTENSEN
307-328-0094

CASPER
ELI FORD
307-234-5515

KEMMERER
TAMEY PETERNAL
307-877-5582

SUBLETTE COUNTY
JONI PENNOCK
307-367-2141

CHEYENNE
JASON BELL
307-632-9008

CONVERSE COUNTY
DOMINIC MADIA
307-436-8402

LANDER
NEWCASTLE
CORI SLINGERLAND
CLYDE BAYNE
307-332-3295
ALSO CROP INSURANCE
307-746-4471

SUNDANCE
ANDREA ROBINSON
307-283-3582

TORRINGTON
CHUCK CURRY
307-532-3610

WHEATLAND
SALLY HOUX
307-322-3791

The guarantees expressed are based on the claims-paying ability of Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company. Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services LI175 (11-18)

1
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Table 5. MRC Estimated Field Operation Costs, Square 3x3 Bale
System

Comparing Round and Square Bale Systems with the Machine Risk Calculator from RightRisk.org
Machinery and equipment represent a major
expense for many Wyoming farm and ranch operations.
New machinery prices increase every year; this in
turn raises the price of most used equipment, as well
as the cost of repair. The variety of farm and ranch
operations and activities makes for a wide variance in
machinery expenses in general. Problems can arise for
farm and ranch businesses that do not address or are not
aware of their high machinery costs. Accurate machinery and equipment cost information is more important
than ever in times of low commodity prices. This offers
more opportunities to manage risk, as well as enhance
profitability.
Get a Handle on Machinery Costs with the Machine Risk Calculator
Most operators can describe what a machine purchase price would be, but few can give a firm estimate
for operating costs for a given field operation or a specific piece of equipment. Some expense items like fuel
are easily quantified, while others such as depreciation
and management expenses are not.
The Machine Risk Calculator (MRC) from RightRisk.org quantifies machinery and equipment costs.
Once data is entered, the MRC can also estimate the
risk sensitivity of these costs to future changes in input
factors. This function is especially useful, because often in the budgeting process cost estimates do not take
into account uncertainty.
The MRC uses a comprehensive list of related factors to calculate an overall cost, including expected
life, repair and depreciation costs, housing, insurance,
taxes, and annual use. Users can estimate expenses for
powered equipment, three different implements, vehicles, powered irrigation equipment, non-powered irrigation equipment, and estimated field operation costs.
The MRC generates results based on user entries and
provides annual and average operating costs for each
machine.
Included in the tool are tables showing ranges of
reported custom rates and other information for selected field operations in Wyoming. This information
provides a range of values and averages as a reference
for custom rates for comparison and for use in the tool
itself. The MRC accepts inputs to either calculate operation costs for owned equipment or utilize custom
rates for cost analysis.
Round and Square Bale System Comparison
The MRC is valuable in a number of applications,
such as calculating field operation costs or for budgets comparing various machine types, including risk
analysis.
Consider a comparison of round and large square
(3x3-foot) bale systems. Advantages and disadvantages can be listed for each system. Square balers
have been the standard for speed, efficiency, price
premium, and ease of hauling. Their main disadvantage is their high cost: both purchase price and tractor
size required.
Round baler technology has improved greatly over
the last 15 years, offering faster speed, better efficiency, and bale size. The disadvantage with round bales is
the reduced sale price when compared to square bales.
Average new purchase prices and reported hay prices
are in Table 1. For purposes of this analysis, we will

assume the same size tractor for each baler (150 horseTable 4. MRC Estimated Field Operation Costs, Round Bale
power).
System
Note: This example and accompanying analysis is
for illustration purposes only; it does not endorse one
type of machine over another. Many other factors not
addressed here should be considered in any machineFigure 2. MRC Probability Distribution for Repair Costs, Square 3x3
selection decision.
Bale System
MRC Input Tabs
The first step is to enter the machine data under the
input tabs. This includes purchase price, useful life, annual use, cost and repair factors, interest rate, and a rate
for taxes, housing, and insurance. For ease of analy- Table 5. MRC Estimated Field Operation Costs, Square 3x3 Bale
sis, we will use the pre-entered tractor/power unit, a System
150-horsepower tractor adequate for each baler. We
enter repair and maintenance factors from Table 4 of
the MRC. Cost data for the two machine compliments
is reported in Tables 2 and 3.
The MRC estimates a total annual cost of $12,062
for the round baler alone or $56,785 for the baler and
tractor combined, Table 2.
The 3x3 square baler presents a higher cost due to
its higher purchase price, at $14,531 per year, Table 3.
However, that higher purchase price is spread over 20
years as compared to 10 years for the round baler.
See ‘Machine Risk Calculator’ page 15

Figure 1. MRC Probability Distribution for Repair Costs, Round Bale
System

RI-PRF Decision
Support Tool
Figure 2. MRC Probability Distribution for Repair Costs, Square 3x3
Table 1. Round and Square Baler Data, Regional Hay Prices
Type
Round Baler
(Avg new 2018/19)

Price
$56,843

Hay Price
Range (per ton)
$130 to $145

•
•

Square Baler (3X3)
$116,697
$150 to $200
(Avg new 2018/19)
Note: Hay prices are USDA reported Eastern Wyoming
/Western Nebraska for February 2019. Baler prices are average
listed
Wyoming
andBale
surrounding
states.
Table 2.sale
MRC prices
Estimatedfor
Annual
Costs, Round
System
Table 2. MRC Estimated Annual Costs, Round Bale System

Table 3. MRC Estimated Annual Costs, Square 3x3 Bale System
Table 3. MRC Estimated Annual Costs, Square 3x3 Bale System

Table 4. MRC Estimated Field Operation Costs, Round Bale

•

Bale System

Figure 1. MRC Probability
Available
at Distribution for Repair Costs, Round Bale
System
agforceusa.com/ri
Allows users to find their grid
area using satellite maps
Users can compare various
coverage levels and historical
data back to 1948 in chart or
graphic formats
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“OutSTANDING IN News from the
County Farm Bureaus
THEIR FIELD”
Southeast FFA Ag Issues Team presents to Goshen County Farm Bureau Federation
The Goshen County Farm Bureau Federation Board of Directors had special guests at their
March board meeting with the
Southeast FFA Chapter. Students
on the Southeast FFA Ag Issues
Team gave their forum presentation titled “Should the Endangered Species Act Be Reformed?”
Following the presentation, the
board then conducted a question/
answer/feedback session with the
students. It was a great opportunity for the board members and
FFA students to talk about an important agriculture issue and the
importance of advocating for agriculture issues.
“The group of young people
presented opposing views to an issue important to all agriculturists
–The Endangered Species Act,”
said Lori Schafer, Goshen Coun-

From left to right: Luke Haas, Southeast FFA; Lori Schafer, GCFB; Tami Greenwald, GCFB; Kadra Clark, Southeast
FFA; Kent Hunter, GCFB; Cole Coxbill, GCFB; Zander Ramirez, Southeast FFA; Sheridan Pragnell, Southeast FFA;
Dylan Cline, Southeast FFA; Byron Yeik, GCFB; and Kerin Clark, WyFB. Jay Clapper photo.

ty Farm Bureau President. The
Board Members were impressed
with the professionalism exhibited
by these FFA members as well as
the knowledge they have gained
through their research.”

Johnson County Farm Bureau takes
agriculture to classrooms
Johnson County Farm Bureau
Federation Member Carmen
Rodriguez said this year’s “Ag
Books for Kids” classroom presentations were “another fun one
for the books!” Rodriguez met
with six classes. She read the
“Ag Books for Kids” book of the
year to all the classes and then
conducted an interactive activity. “I told them they were going
to be a farmer for a few weeks,”
Rodriguez said. “We planted
seeds in a soil pod for them to
take home and watch grow. It
was so much fun.”

Hot Springs County Farm Bureau
Annual Spring Meeting
Photos submitted by Carol Dockery,
Hot Springs County Farm Bureau
The Hot Springs County Farm Bureau held their annual spring meeting on
Friday, March 15th in Thermopolis. The
board of directors served a corned beef
and cabbage meal to the membership. In
addition to a good meal, members participated in a business session, watched a flag
presentation and heard from speakers on
agriculture and legislative issue updates.

WyFB Director of Public and
Governmental Affairs Brett
Moline providing a legislative
review. Carol Dockery photo.

Will and James Ward, sons of Paul Ward,
Hot Springs County Farm Bureau Federation President, giving a demonstration on
folding the American ﬂag. Carol Dockery
photo.

Representative John Winter
addressing legislative issues with members of the
Hot Springs County Farm
Bureau during the annual
membership meeting.
Carol Dockery photo.
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Machine Risk Calculator

Page 15
From page 13

____________________________
MRC Analysis
suggest a 50-percent probability of field (including the MRC). To use the MRC,
The next step is to enter operating operation costs at $16.45 per hour with visit RightRisk.org and select Risk ManJames Sedman is a consultant to the
inputs and performance data under the a range from $15.62/acre to $17.41/acre, agement Tools under the Resources tab. Department of Agricultural and Applied
Field Operation tab. For balers, this Figure 2.
The MRC page includes links to equip- Economics in the University of Wyoming
would include twine/net wrap expense.
For More Information
ment manufacturers for current prices, College of Agriculture and Natural ReWe assume net wrap for the round baler
RightRisk.org is a comprehensive along with an in-depth guide to assist us- sources, and John Hewlett is a farm
costs $285 per roll for a 9,600-foot roll. risk management resource that offers ers with entries and examples. For more and ranch management specialist in the
At 2 tons/acre yield and 1,500-pound numerous, free, online courses, producer risk analytics like the MRC, download department. Hewlett may be reached at
bales, this equates to 2.67 bales per acre profiles, information, and risk analytics the RightRisk Analytics toolbox.
(307) 766-2166 or hewlett@uwyo.edu.
at $2.25/bale, for a total per
acre cost of $6.01. The MRC
calculates a cost per acre, per
hour, and total cost using these
operating input estimates.
MRC output provides a total
per acre cost of $18.51 for the
round bale system, Table 4.
For the square bale system,
we assume the same 2 tons/
acre yield with 800-pound
square bales. We assume
twine costs $33 per ball and
that we can get 40 bales per
ball. This equates to $0.83
per bale and $4.15/acre. The
MRC calculates a cost per
acre of $16.42, Table 5.
On an hourly basis the
MRC estimates $155.62/hour
for the round baler, compared
to $170.30/hour for the square
baler. While the square baler
is nearly double the purchase
price of the round baler, its
longer useful life makes its
costs comparable to the round
baler.
Risk Analysis
The MRC allows the user
to account for risk by entering
a range of data (maximum,
minimum, and most likely)
for a selected variable. The
tool then generates a probability curve for potential outcomes, describing probabilities for various estimates over
the possible range.
Continuing our baler comparison, we might examine
the effects of varying repair
costs for the two systems.
Select repair costs under the
Field Operations tab for risk
analysis for the round bale
system and enter the most
That’s why we’re here to help you protect what matters most, your
likely estimate of $41.62 per
hour. The range might vary
todays and your tomorrows. Contact your Farm Bureau agent to
from $30 to $60 per hour. The
discuss what’s been happening in your world.
MRC generates a probability
curve showing a 50-percent
probability of $18.59 per acre.
In this case, varying the repair
costs did little to affect the
range of potential outcomes,
from $18/acre to $20/acre,
Visit fbfs.com
Figure 1.
The output for the 3x3 baler yields a similar curve when
repair costs are allowed to
vary between $25 and $50 per
hour, with a most likely estiFarm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services M176-WY (3-19)
mate of $36.09. The results

You juggle
a lot in your
world.

We know life can be a balancing act.
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Take action now—comment deadline for new
Clean Water Rule closes April 15
Water is the lifeblood of the land and farmers and ranchers know how to care for both.
Take a stand for Clean Water and Clear Rules
by providing comments to the Environmental Protection Agency. The comment period
closes April 15 so don’t delay!
The EPA has proposed a revised definition of “waters of the United States,” which
would clarify regulatory authority under
the Clean Water Act. Farmers and ranchers
should be able to look at the land and know
what is and is not federally regulated under the Clean Water Act. The proposed new
water rule will make it clear and specific for
farmers and ranchers to understand and follow. Farmers and ranchers care about clean
water and work hard to protect our natural
resources, they need a new common-sense
water rule that protects water quality and
gives them clear rules they can follow.
Take action at: https://www.fb.org/clearrules

