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The 2018 Wyoming Legislative Session 
convened on February 12, 2018. This review 
looks at the bills which were of interest to 
the members of the Wyoming Farm 
Bureau Federation based on the policies 
set forth and accepted by the 
membership of the organization.  
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Policy developed at the county 

level is critical to your Farm Bureau 
lobbying team. Your lobbyists are 

able to work legislation by 
presenting real-life issues affected 
by legislation before your elected 

lawmakers. Policies adopted by the 
membership at Annual Meeting 
provide guidance helping your 

lobbyists work for the best decisions 
possible from your representatives 
in Wyoming’s House and Senate. 

You are providing a strong, reliable 
Voice for Agriculture in Wyoming 

through your work in policy 
development.  

 
**Votes on selected high priority or high profile bills are included in 
this review to help inform you about the way your elected officials 

voted on these issues. You can find all votes and legislator information 
at: http://legisweb.state.wy.us/ 



BILLS THAT HAVE BECOME LAW 

HOUSE BILLS 

House Bill (HB) 14 Municipal jurisdiction This bill 

eliminates a municipality’s authority outside of its 

corporate limits. It was supported by WyFB as improving 

upon previous legislation that prohibited residents outside 

of city limits to vote for the officials making the 

extraterritorial decisions which directly affected them. The 

bill was amended in the Senate to enforce that Cities 

would have input on issues in the donut around the city, 

but county commissioners would have final authority.   

HB 23 Audit requirement for conservation districts This 

bill exempts conservation districts from the audit 

requirements of the Uniform Municipal Fiscal Procedures 

Act. WyFB supported this bill because it would reduce 

governmental rules.  

HB 66 Purchase of water rights and facilities This bill 

will allow the State to purchase water rights and facilities 

associated with Lake DeSmet Reservoir system. WyFB 

was monitoring this bill. 

HB 77 Instream flow consultant This bill provides that 

Wyoming Game and Fish Department, rather than Water 

Development, would pay the costs associated with 

examining instream flow applications. WyFB has policy 

against instream flow that doesn’t come from storage and 

therefore supported this bill.  

HB 78 Omnibus water bill construction This bill is the 

annual water project construction bill submitted by the 

Select Water Committee.  

HB 129 Glider kit vehicles-title and registration WyFB 

supported this bill, which clarifies how glider kits for large 

trucks are titled and registered.  

HB 130 State fair endowment This bill establishes an 

endowment for State Fair and Fairgrounds. WyFB policy 

supports State Fair and therefore supported this bill.  

HB 164 Overweight vehicles- agriculture exemptions 

This bill exempts agricultural vehicles from the 80,000-lb 

weight limit intrastate if the goods are owned by the 

producer using his own trucks. Because this would 

improve transportation of Wyoming agricultural products, 

WyFB supported this bill.  

HB 168 Stand your ground This bill removes the need to 

retreat in a dangerous situation, allowing a person to use 

force to prevent injury to himself or another person. 

WyFB supported this bill which started as a mirror image 

to Senate File 71.  

House Joint Resolution (HJ) 2 Commercial driver’s 

license-compact agreement This resolution allows 
Wyoming to join a compact of surrounding states to allow 
18 to 20-year-olds with a commercial driver’s license to 
operate in those compact states. WyFB supported this 
resolution.  

SENATE FILES 

Senate File (SF) 44 Fire protection revolving account 

This bill requires that monies earned by sending Wyoming

-based firefighters and/or equipment to federal or out-of-

state fires goes to a revolving fire protection account 

rather than the General Fund. This action reduces General 

Fund appropriations. WyFB supported this bill.   

SF 45 State fair board-2 This bill establishes a State Fair 

Board to oversee the State Fair, its grounds and activities.  

SF 53 Small water projects This bill removes the upper 

dollar limit for the projects qualifying as small water 

projects, keeping the maximum cost share at $35,000 for 

Water Development. WyFB supported this bill.   

SF 54 Water development project requirements WyFB 

supported this bill, which requires water projects to have a 

maintenance account to receive Water Development 

funds.  

SF 62 Omnibus water bill-planning This bill is the 

annual water project planning bill developed by the Select 

Water Committee. WyFB was monitoring this bill.  

SF 69 2018 large project funding This bill is the annual 

large project funding bill for those projects associated with 

the Natural Resource and Wildlife Trust Fund over 

$100,000. Included is funding for several perpetual 

conservation easements. WyFB opposed the State funding 

perpetual conservation easements.  

SF 120 Government efficiency project This bill 
authorizes an efficiency study of Wyoming governmental 
agencies. WyFB supported this bill.  



FAILED BILLS 

HOUSE BILLS 

HB 13 Municipal extraterritorial jurisdiction-repeal 

This bill would have eliminated a municipality’s authority 

outside of its corporate limits. Wyoming Farm Bureau 

policy supports governmental decisions being made by 

those elected officials for whom residents voted. 

Currently, impacted residents do not have the opportunity 

to vote for officials who make extraterritorial decisions 

outside of their area of jurisdiction; this legislation would 

fix this injustice. WyFB supported this bill.  This bill was 

not heard in the Senate. 

HB 43 Tobacco tax This bill would have increased 

tobacco taxes by $1.00 per pack of cigarettes, but did not 

get introduced.  

HB 44 Alcoholic liquors markup amount This bill would 

have increased the markup on liquor sold through the 

State Liquor Warehouse but failed introduction. 

HB 45 Mountain daylight time This bill would have kept 

Wyoming on Daylight Savings Time. WyFB supported 

this bill, but it failed introduction. 

HB 48 Cruelty to animals-penalties The purpose of this 

bill was to increase the fines for cruelty to animals. WyFB 

was monitoring the bill but it failed introduction. 

HB 51 Reporting of gross receipts This bill would have 

required entities applying for Wyoming business 

registration to list, along with assets, the amount of gross 

receipts earned in Wyoming. It did not get considered for 

introduction. 

HB 65 Design-build construction This bill would have 

allowed the same firm to design and build a water project 

over $500,000, currently not allowed under State law. 

This would have streamlined certain water projects, 

reducing costs. WyFB supported this bill, but it was not 

heard in the House Committee of the Whole. 

HB 85 Motor vehicle sales tax collection by dealers This 

bill would have required automobile dealers to collect 

sales tax at the time of sale, rather than by the County 

Treasurer. This bill died in House Revenue Committee. 

HB 89 Feeding garbage to swine-repeal This bill would 

have repealed State law requiring a permit to feed garbage 

to swine. WyFB has policy to reduce rules and 

regulations. The bill was withdrawn by the sponsor. 

HB 90 Country of origin recognition-USA beef This bill 

would have required businesses selling beef to have a 

placard listing in what country the beef was raised, fed 

and processed. It passed the House Agriculture 

Committee but was not heard in the House Committee of 

the Whole. 

HB 91 Right to repair farm equipment This bill would 

have required farm equipment manufacturers to share 

software to allow persons, other than those associated 

with dealers, to repair that equipment. This bill died in the 

House Committee of the Whole.  In the House 

Agriculture Committee, equipment dealers assured us the 

problem will be fixed by 2021. 

HB 92 Beef check-off penalty repeal This bill would 

have eliminated the State penalty for not paying the beef 

checkoff, which is already covered by federal law. WyFB 

supported this bill, given that it reduces rules and 

regulations. It was defeated in House Agriculture 

Committee. 

HB 94 State lands-net gain in acreage This bill would 

have allowed state land acreage to increase if lands are 

transferred from the federal government to the State, but it 

failed introduction. 

HB 98 Real estate transfer tax This bill would have taxed 

real estate sales in counties where total real estate sale 

volumes were over $650 million in 2017. The bill did not 

get introduced. 

HB 104 Wind energy production tax This bill would 

have added a tax of $3.00 per megawatt of power 

generated by wind, but it failed introduction. 

HB 134 Chicken freedom act This bill would not have 

allowed political entities to have regulations opposing 

having six or less chicken hens. The bill failed 

introduction. 

HB 136 Optional municipal tax-2 This bill would have 

allowed municipalities to impose sales and use taxes, 

currently only allowed by county. This bill was not 

considered for introduction.   



FAILED BILLS 
HB 147 Burn orders-violations and permitted fires This 

bill would have specified certain types of fires as a 

legitimate use, such as burning slash piles, and would 

have allowed said fires after a county had imposed a fire 

ban. The bill failed introduction. 

HB 174 Statewide lodging tax rate This bill would have 

established a 4% lodging tax on a state-wide basis. WyFB 

opposed this bill which was not considered for 

introduction. 

HB 176 Tax reform 2020 committee This bill would 

have designated a committee to establish a fair, viable and 

competitive tax structure. The bill was not considered for 

introduction. 

HB 184 Sales and use tax rate This bill would have 

increased Wyoming’s sales and use tax rates by an 

additional 1%, but it was not considered for introduction. 

HJ 3 Federal single subject constitution amendment 

This resolution called for a U.S. constitutional 

amendment dictating federal bills to be limited to a single 

subject, similar to Wyoming Legislature requirements. 

The resolution failed introduction. 

HJ 6 Term limits This resolution proposed 12-year term 

limits for State senators; 10-year term limits for State 

representatives; and 2-year term limits for state-wide 

officials. The resolution was not considered for 

introduction. 

HJ 9 Public school funding This resolution proposed 

amendments to the Wyoming Constitution that would 

specify the Legislature establish public school funding 

levels, rather than the courts. The resolution was not 

considered by the House for introduction. 

HJ 10 Convention for proposing constitution 

amendments This resolution proposed a convention to 
call for amendments to the Constitution of the United 
States that would have imposed fiscal restraints on the 
federal government, limit the power and jurisdiction of 
the federal government, and limit the terms of office for 
its officials and members. The resolution was not 
considered by the House for introduction. 

 



SENATE FILES 

SF 47 Eminent domain-wind energy collection systems 

This bill would have placed a temporary stop to eminent 

domain for building wind energy collection systems. 

WyFB supported this bill, but it failed introduction. 

SF 55 Water development account III This bill would 

have dropped the required size of water projects in 

Account III from 2,000-acre feet to 50-acre feet.  

Concerns were raised about dropping to that small of 

projects.   This bill died in House Agriculture Committee. 

SF 59 Passing stopped school bus This bill would have 

established that if the driver of a vehicle passing a 

stopped school bus could not be identified, a fine would 

be imposed on the registered owner of the vehicle. WyFB 

opposed this bill because of the lack of due process. The 

bill passed out of the Education Committee with a 3-2 

vote but was not heard in Committee of the Whole.  

Constitutionality issues were raised. 

SF 64 Appropriation to state engineer This bill would 

have undone changes made by the 2017 Legislature that 

moved funding for the State Engineer from the General 

Fund to water development funds. WyFB was supporting 

this bill but it did not report out prior to COW cutoff so it 

died. 

SF 71 Stand your ground This bill would have provided 

that a person did not have to retreat to defend himself, 

others or property outside the person’s dwelling. WyFB 

supported this bill. There were concerns that it could have 

weakened Wyoming law concerning the ability to Stand 

Your Ground. This bill was amended to incorporate a 

judge’s instructions to juries.  It died in the House in 

favor of the sister House bill, HB 168. 

SF 74 Crimes against critical infrastructure This bill 

would have increased penalties for persons or groups that 

intentionally damaged above ground infrastructure of 

electric, pipelines, refineries, etc.  WyFB supported this 

bill, but it was vetoed by the Governor. 

SF 92 Electronic logging devices–enforcement This bill 

proposed that Wyoming not enforce electronic logging 

device rules suggested by the U.S. Dept. of 

Transportation in Wyoming. It would also have allowed 

eight days/month or 96 days/year where an operator 

would not need to electronically record a log book.  

WyFB supported this bill but it failed COW. 

SF 101 Private property rights- National Historic 

Preservation Act This bill outlined that the National 

Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) undermined private 

property rights in Wyoming and could be stopped if not 

imposed by the federal agency. The bill died because it 

did not get reported out prior to COW cutoff. 

SF 107 Lawful fence standards-preemption This bill 

would have prohibited requiring any fence which did not 

correspond to state statute requirements. It would not 

have allowed a political subdivision to require decorative 

fences which would not contain livestock.  WyFB 

supported this bill but it did not get off COW prior to 

cutoff. 

SF 76 Attorney general-elected official This bill 

proposed to make the State Attorney General an elected 

position, rather than appointed. WyFB monitored this bill 

but it failed introduction. 

SF 109 Tax reform 2020 This bill would have authorized 

a committee to study Wyoming’s tax structure. WyFB 

was monitoring this bill, but it failed introduction. 

Senate Joint Resolution (SJ) 1 Neighboring states 

school funding- constitutional amendment This 

resolution proposed a Wyoming constitutional 

amendment which would have limited Wyoming 

education funding to 100-110% of the average education 

funding of surrounding states. The resolution failed 

introduction.   

SJ 3 School capital construction-constitutional 

amendment This resolution proposed a Wyoming 

constitutional amendment which would have local school 

districts paying for school construction. WyFB was 

monitoring this resolution but it died in the House after 

missing COW cutoff. 

SJ 4 Public school financing This resolution would have 
amended Wyoming’s Constitution to consider available 
revenues for school funding. It would also have allowed 
the Legislature to determine the level of funding needed 
to educate Wyoming school children. WyFB was 
monitoring this resolution. 

FAILED BILLS 



HB 14 Municipal Jurisdiction 
Ayes:  Senator(s) Agar, Anderson, Anselmi-Dalton, 
Baldwin, Bebout Pres, Boner, Bouchard, Burns, Case, 
Christensen, Coe, Driskill, Ellis, Emerich, Hastert, Landen, 
Meier, Moniz, Nethercott, Pappas, Perkins, Peterson, 
Rothfuss, Scott, Von Flatern, Wasserburger 
Nays:  Senator(s) Barnard, Dockstader, Hicks, Kinskey 
Ayes:  Representative(s) Allen, Barlow, Biteman, 
Blackburn, Blake, Bovee, Brown, Burkhart, Byrd, Clausen, 
Clem, Connolly, Court, Crank, Dayton, Eklund, Eyre, 
Flitner, Freeman, Furphy, Gierau, Gray, Greear, Haley, 
Hallinan, Halverson, Harshman, Henderson, Hunt, Jennings, 
Kinner, Kirkbride, Laursen Dan, Lindholm, Lone, Loucks, 
Macguire, Madden, Miller, Nicholas, Northrup, 
Obermueller, Olsen, Paxton, Pelkey, Piiparinen, Pownall, 
Salazar, Simpson, Sommers, Steinmetz, Stith, Sweeney, 
Walters, Wilson, Winters, Zwonitzer 
Nays:  Representative(s) Edwards, Larsen Lloyd, Schwartz 
 

HB 130 State Fair Endowment 
Ayes:  Senator(s) Agar, Anderson, Anselmi-Dalton, 
Baldwin, Barnard, Boner, Bouchard, Christensen, Coe, 
Dockstader, Driskill, Ellis, Emerich, Hastert, Hicks, 
Kinskey, Landen, Meier, Moniz, Nethercott, Pappas, 
Peterson, Rothfuss, Scott, Wasserburger 
Nays:  Senator(s) Bebout Pres, Burns, Case, Perkins, Von 
Flatern 
Ayes:  Representative(s) Allen, Barlow, Biteman, 
Blackburn, Blake, Bovee, Brown, Burkhart, Byrd, Clausen, 
Clem, Connolly, Court, Crank, Dayton, Edwards, Eklund, 
Eyre, Flitner, Freeman, Furphy, Gierau, Gray, Greear, 
Haley, Hallinan, Halverson, Harshman, Henderson, Hunt, 
Jennings, Kinner, Kirkbride, Larsen Lloyd, Laursen Dan, 
Lindholm, Lone, Loucks, Macguire, Madden, Miller, 
Nicholas, Northrup, Obermueller, Olsen, Paxton, Pelkey, 
Piiparinen, Pownall, Salazar, Schwartz, Simpson, Sommers, 
Steinmetz, Stith, Sweeney, Walters, Wilson, Winters, 
Zwonitzer 
 
HB 164 Overweight Vehicles- Agriculture Exemptions 
Ayes:  Senator(s) Agar, Anderson, Anselmi-Dalton, 
Baldwin, Barnard, Bebout Pres, Boner, Bouchard, Burns, 
Case, Christensen, Coe, Dockstader, Driskill, Ellis, Emerich, 
Hastert, Hicks, Kinskey, Landen, Meier, Moniz, Nethercott, 
Pappas, Perkins, Peterson, Rothfuss, Scott, Von Flatern, 
Wasserburger 
Ayes:  Representative(s) Allen, Barlow, Biteman, 
Blackburn, Blake, Bovee, Brown, Burkhart, Byrd, Clausen, 
Clem, Connolly, Court, Crank, Dayton, Edwards, Eklund, 
Eyre, Flitner, Freeman, Furphy, Gierau, Gray, Greear, 
Haley, Hallinan, Halverson, Harshman, Henderson, Hunt, 
Jennings, Kinner, Kirkbride, Larsen Lloyd, Laursen Dan, 
Lindholm, Loucks, Macguire, Madden, Miller, Nicholas, 
Obermueller, Olsen, Paxton, Pelkey, Piiparinen, Pownall, 
Salazar, Schwartz, Simpson, Sommers, Steinmetz, Stith, 

Sweeney, Walters, Wilson, Winters, Zwonitzer 
Excused:  Representative(s) Lone, Northrup 
 

HB 168 Stand Your Ground 
Ayes:  Senator(s) Agar, Anderson, Baldwin, Barnard, 
Bebout Pres, Boner, Bouchard, Burns, Case, Christensen, 
Coe, Dockstader, Driskill, Ellis, Hastert, Hicks, Kinskey, 
Landen, Meier, Moniz, Nethercott, Pappas, Perkins, 
Peterson, Scott, Wasserburger 
Nays:  Senator(s) Anselmi-Dalton, Emerich, Rothfuss, Von 
Flatern 
Ayes:  Representative(s) Allen, Barlow, Biteman, 
Blackburn, Blake, Brown, Burkhart, Clausen, Clem, Court, 
Crank, Edwards, Eklund, Eyre, Flitner, Furphy, Gray, 
Greear, Haley, Hallinan, Halverson, Harshman, Henderson, 
Hunt, Jennings, Kinner, Kirkbride, Larsen Lloyd, Laursen 
Dan, Lindholm, Lone, Loucks, Macguire, Madden, Miller, 
Northrup, Obermueller, Olsen, Paxton, Piiparinen, Pownall, 
Salazar, Simpson, Sommers, Steinmetz, Stith, Sweeney, 
Wilson, Winters 
Nays:  Representative(s) Bovee, Byrd, Connolly, Dayton, 
Freeman, Gierau, Nicholas, Pelkey, Schwartz, Walters, 
Zwonitzer 
 

SF 45 State Fair Board-2 
Ayes:  Senator(s) Agar, Anderson, Anselmi-Dalton, 
Baldwin, Barnard, Bebout Pres, Boner, Bouchard, Burns, 
Christensen, Coe, Dockstader, Driskill, Ellis, Emerich, 
Hastert, Hicks, Kinskey, Landen, Meier, Moniz, Nethercott, 
Pappas, Perkins, Peterson, Scott, Von Flatern, Wasserburger 
Nays:  Senator Case 
Excused:  Senator Rothfuss 
Ayes:  Representative(s) Allen, Biteman, Blackburn, Blake, 
Bovee, Brown, Burkhart, Byrd, Clausen, Connolly, Court, 
Crank, Dayton, Eklund, Eyre, Flitner, Freeman, Furphy, 
Gierau, Greear, Haley, Hallinan, Harshman, Henderson, 
Hunt, Kinner, Kirkbride, Laursen Dan, Lindholm, Loucks, 
Macguire, Madden, Miller, Nicholas, Northrup, 
Obermueller, Olsen, Paxton, Pelkey, Pownall, Salazar, 
Schwartz, Simpson, Sommers, Steinmetz, Stith, Sweeney, 
Wilson, Zwonitzer 
Nays:  Representative(s) Clem, Edwards, Gray, Jennings, 
Larsen Lloyd, Lone, Walters, Winters 
Excused:  Representative(s) Barlow, Halverson, Piiparinen 

HOW THEY VOTED 



 
The purpose of the 

Wyoming Farm Bureau 
Federation is to organize 
effectively, advance and 
improve, in every way 

possible, the agricultural 
interests of the State of 

Wyoming and the 
nation, through the 

united efforts of county 
Farm Bureaus in the 

state.  


