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“Wyoming Agricultural Literacy Week” is March 5-10
By Kerin Clark
Recognizing the importance of
Wyoming agriculture and educating school children through reading, the week of March 5th has
been designated by Governor Matt
Mead as “Wyoming Agricultural
Literacy Week.”
Educating Wyoming school
children about agriculture is the
goal of the Wyoming Farm Bureau (WyFB) Young Farmer and
Rancher (YF&R) Committee “Ag
Books for Kids” project. 2018
marks the fourteenth year of the
project. The WyFB YF&R Committee organizes the project and
the county Farm Bureaus across
the state donate agriculture books
each year to Wyoming elementary
school libraries.

During the proclamation signing each year the Governor emphasizes the importance of educating about agriculture through
literacy.
“It is a hopeful message that
kids have the opportunity to learn
about agriculture so for Farm Bureau to make this happen is much
appreciated,” Governor Mead
stated during the 2017 signing.
The 2018 proclamation signing
was held after this publication
went to press.
“It’s exciting that the Wyoming
Agriculture Literacy Proclamation
has become a tradition and that
we get to be a part of encouraging agriculture literacy in the state
of Wyoming,” said WyFB YF&R
State Chair Stacy Berger. “Farm

See ‘Wyoming Agricultural Literacy Week’ page 6

Wyoming Governor Matt Mead proclaimed the week of March 5th as “Wyoming Agricultural Literacy Week.” The proclamation is a part of the Wyoming
Farm Bureau Young Farmer & Rancher Committee “Ag Books for Kids” program. The proclamation recognizes the importance of agriculture and educating school children through reading accurate books about agriculture.

Simple lies more palatable than complicated truth
of many back in the 1950s.
Dr. Gary Sides never knew his dad
because he died at 23 years of age
from polio; just eight months before
Dr. Sides was born. His grandfather
broke his leg in 1933. There was no
surgery to ﬁx it, so he lived with the
break his whole life working hard

Building on NAFTA’s success .................................... Page 2
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WYOMING AGRICULTURE

By Kerin Clark
When people are far removed
from an issue or event it is easier for
them to take for granted the work
that is done. Take for example polio, a disease that was eradicated in
the U.S. thanks to vaccine development, but a disease that took the life
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to build up the muscle surrounding
his femur and hip in order to walk
again.
“This is a little glimpse of some
technologies we take for granted,”
Dr. Sides said during the keynote
presentation at the 2018 Wyoming
Farm Bureau Federation Young
Farmer & Rancher Conference. “We
don’t have to go through what these
guys did thanks to technology. And
because of agriculture, we have a
culture where people have time to
develop vaccines for diseases like
polio and make medical advancements because they do not have to
grow their food. They have time to
become really good at what they do.”
Farmers and ranchers are also really good at what they do…they’ve
done it for generations and continue to adapt to changing technologies that enable them to grow more
food with less inputs. The hardest
part of their work is the reality that
consumers are two and three generations removed from farming and
ranching. This makes it tough when
those consumers want to regulate

farming and ranching without having an understanding for the work
that is done. You’ve all heard the
quote: “When people have food they
have lots of problems, but when they
don’t have food they only have one
problem.”
Modern technologies enable people to work and play while someone
else grows food. “There is no culture without agriculture,” said Sides
“A modern agriculture community
gives to the culture they live in; we
are the basis of civilization.”
He used examples of soccer
games, basketball games, golf, ballet and more as part of our culture
because of agriculture. “Folks don’t
have to spend time growing their
food, so they can spend their time
doing other things,” he said.
“The problem is farmers and
ranchers are really good at everything they do except for sharing
their story,” Sides continued. “And
that makes it easier for someone else
to tell your story in their words.”
“You need to know the facts, but
See ‘Complicated Truth’ page 8
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Building on NAFTA’s Success
industry is exempt from changes in
By Zippy Duvall, American Farm
the market. Companies that were
Bureau Federation President
Agriculture will be keeping a once pillars of their industries have
crumbled when they
close eye on the next
couldn’t keep up with
rounds of the North Amerithe changes taking place
can Free Trade Agreement
around them. For exrenegotiation this month
ample, there’s no longer
in Mexico City and Washa Woolworth’s in every
ington, D.C. For farmers
downtown. You can’t get
and ranchers across the
a phone plan with MCI,
country, spring is a time
and you can’t book a
of planning, planting and
world-class ﬂight on Panpraying for a fruitful year.
Am. But folks still have
But if our leading export
Zippy Duvall
plenty of means to shop,
markets hang in the balance, a cloud of uncertainty hangs communicate and travel. In the
over a time that usually is ﬁlled with same way we’ve adjusted and taken
optimism and hope. The impact our business elsewhere, our customof U.S. withdrawal from NAFTA ers in Mexico and Canada will go to
could be devastating for farms and other countries for their soybeans,
wheat, apples, poultry, and much
ranches of all sizes.
Robust trade agreements boost more, if trade with us no longer refarm prices and help sustain farms mains a good deal all around.
That’s not to say that we have a
and ranches. Twenty-ﬁve percent
of American-grown products go to perfect trade agreement with NAFcustomers outside our borders, and TA. We’ve seen a lot of change
in 2017 nearly a third of those ex- in the 20-plus years since it was
ports went to our North American signed, and agriculture would like
neighbors. Mexico and Canada are to see modernizations that improve
top export markets for all types of on the strong trade partnership with
commodities—from grains to dairy, our neighbors. All our trade agreefrom poultry and livestock to fresh ments must be based on scientiﬁc
fruits and vegetables. NAFTA has standards that advance innovation
been a real success story for U.S. in our industry. Free trade involves
agriculture, and it continues to be. give and take, and U.S. agriculture
Last year, ag exports to Canada and can’t do all the giving. That’s why
Mexico topped $39 billion—that’s we’re looking to these NAFTA talks
to reduce tariffs and modernize sani$1 billion higher than in 2016.
While NAFTA has a track record tary rules. We have seen this kind of
of working for agriculture, we can’t progress in other trade talks like the
be certain that we’ll keep those cus- Trans-Paciﬁc Partnership, and are
tomers if we back out of the agree- conﬁdent we can get there again.
In the middle of these negotiament or lose the gains we’ve made.
You don’t have to look far to see tions, I am reminded of a Bible verse
how markets adjust when better in Ecclesiastes: “The race is not to
deals come along. No company or the swift or the battle to the strong,

Calendar of Events
March
5-10 .....Wyoming Agricultural Literacy Week
20 ........National Agriculture Day
18-24 ...National Agriculture Week

April
6 ..........“Ag Books for Kids” county contest deadline
20 ........“Ag Books for Kids” district contest deadline

May
1-2 .......WyFB YF&R Committee Meeting--Casper
15 ........WyFB Charitable Contributions Application Deadline

June
1 .......... WyFB Membership Committee Meeting at 9:30 a.m.—Hilton Garden Inn in Casper
1 ..........WyFB Board Meeting—Hilton Garden Inn in Casper

November
15-17 ...WyFB Annual Meeting—Holiday Inn in Sheridan
Visit wyfb.org for calendar updates

Farm Bureau Calls for Clarity on
Exemptions for Agricultural Haulers
Feb. 23, 2018, FBNews--While
again urging the Department of
Transportation to grant agricultural
haulers a waiver and limited exemption from the electronic logging
device mandate, Farm Bureau in recent comments responded to the department’s efforts to provide clarity
to the 150-air mile agricultural commodity exemption and the hours of
service regulations.
Until recently, very few Farm Bureau members or agricultural haulers were aware of their ability to use
the newly interpreted 150-air mile
agricultural commodity exemption,
which provides exceptions from the
HOS rules for the transportation of
agricultural commodities within a
150-air mile radius from the source
of the commodities. Enforcement
ofﬁcials, too, likely have very little

knowledge about this exemption.
This lack of awareness, combined
with the unforgiving realities of
ELD technology, makes the need for
clarity all the more pressing, Farm
Bureau emphasized.
In terms of what products are categorized as agriculture commodities, all nonprocessed food, feed,
ﬁber, livestock and nursery and
greenhouse crops qualify, according
to Farm Bureau. Agricultural commodity “sources” are farms, ranches
and other locations where agricultural commodities are loaded for
transport, including livestock markets and grain elevators.
“Animals are unpredictable at
livestock markets. Just like at a
ranch, they can balk at the loading
chute, be uncooperative, and need
to be loaded carefully in accordance

See ‘Exemptions for Agricultural Haulers’ page 15

nor does food come to the wise or
wealth to the brilliant or favor to the
learned; but time and chance happen
to them all.” I often look to God’s
Word for guidance on all kinds of
issues. It’s amazing how much wisdom in the Bible applies to our business and professional lives, as well
as our spiritual lives.
No matter how good a job we do
in American agriculture, winning
the “race” is not guaranteed. We are
not promised success. But all of us
get our time and chance to be successful, if we are smart enough to
see the opportunity in front of us and
act on it.

If the U.S. pulls out of NAFTA,
our competitors around the world
certainly will see their opportunity
to swallow up the markets we would
leave behind for the taking.
America’s farmers and ranchers
are swift, strong, wise and learned.
There’s nothing we can’t do, including feed our nation and much of the
world. It’s up to us to make the right
decisions to ensure we make the
most of the opportunities we have.
We must remain in NAFTA and
keep working to make it better, so
America’s farmers and ranchers can
continue the export growth we’ve
seen in our closest markets.
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Today’s Food—A Modern Agricultural Miracle
By Steve Goreham
Originally published in The
Daily Caller. Reprinted with permission
Agriculture is under attack.
Environmentalists label modern
farming as unsustainable, blaming
farming for polluting the planet and
destroying the climate. But today’s
food is abundant and nutritious—a
modern agricultural miracle.
From 1961 to 2013, world population more than doubled from 3.1
to 7.2 billion. But agricultural output more than tripled over the same
period, according to data from the
United Nations. We are slowly winning the battle against world hunger. The percentage of chronically
undernourished people has fallen
from 30 percent of world population in 1950 to about 11 percent
today.
Not only the quantity, but the
quality and variety of food are
much better than in past ages. A
2015 study at Stockholm University compared modern food to reci-

WyFB Weekly
Legislative
Radio
Shows
Join us every Friday during the
legislative session as we bring
you weekly legislative updates via
radio on Northern Ag Network.
To listen to the shows,
visit www.wyfb.org.
For radio, click on the
news/soundbites tab.
Listen to the shows on WyFB
Facebook page

The Wyoming Farm
Bureau Federation
is your
“Voice for Agriculture!”

pes from the chef of King Richard
II of England in the 1300s. The
study concluded that people of today’s developed nations eat better
than the kings of old.
In the 1300s, King Richard did
not have pepper, cinnamon, cloves,
and nutmeg, which came to Europe
from the Far East in the 1400s. He
did not have coffee, which was
ﬁrst brewed in Arabia in the 1400s.
He did not have oranges, corn, or
pineapple, which arrived in Europe
from Asia and North America during the 1400s and 1500s. Today we
enjoy dozens of varieties of fruits,
vegetables, and meats that were not
available in past ages.
Today’s foods are a product of
thousands of years of efforts to
cultivate more abundant and more
nutritious crops. Cross-pollination
of plants, cross-breeding of animals, and now genetic engineering
of plants and animals continues to
deliver rising farm output with better food quality and variety. Grains,
fruits, vegetables, meats, dairy
products, and even seafood continue to improve due to advanced
farming techniques.
But environmental groups attack
modern farming methods as unsustainable, scorning the farmer’s
use of water, land, pesticides, and
energy. A 2010 UN Environmental
Programme document states:
Agricultural production accounts
for a staggering 70% of global
freshwater consumption, 38%
of the total land use, and 14% of
the world’s greenhouse gas emissions…The use of agrochemicals
is related to ecotoxicity, eutrophication and depletion of phosphorus
stocks. Intensive agriculture is related to substantial energy use. The
loss of soil and biomass carbon can
contribute to climate change.
The attacks on agriculture are
too numerous to address in a single article, but one aspect of modern agriculture is not well known.
Farmers are now giving land back
to nature.
According to UN data, land used
for farming is now declining. Total
world agricultural area, the sum of
crop land and pasture land, peaked
in 2000 at 4.95 billion hectares and
declined about one-half percent
through 2013. Over the same period, world agricultural production
increased 37 percent. The recent
decline in total farm land use occurred despite 41.3 million hectares added for biofuel production,
an area larger than Germany.

An astounding improvement in
agricultural yields provides rising
output without the need for additional land. Gains in US corn yield
are a remarkable example. US land

day, farmers are feeding the growing world population and providing
us with the best food in history,
while at the same time returning
land to nature.

employed to harvest corn peaked in
1918. Today, US farmers produce
ﬁve times more corn on 11 percent
less area than 100 years ago.
The world has passed the point
of peak agricultural land use. To-

____________________________
Steve Goreham is a speaker on
the environment, business, and
public policy and author of the new
book Outside the Green Box: Rethinking Sustainable Development.

From big to small. From farm to front yard.
As a Farm Bureau member, you’re eligible to save.*
®

Platinum 2 savings for Farm Bureau Members.
®

TM

John Deere GreenFleet Loyalty Rewards is happy to announce that all Farm Bureau
savings
Members* will automatically receive Platinum 2 status. That means instant sa
on a wide range of John Deere products: from lawn tractors to skid steers,
zero-turn mowers to utility vehicles, and more! Plus you’ll save money
RQ+RPH :RUNVKRSSURGXFWVDQGDW-RKQ'HHUH6WRUHFRP7R͐QG
out more on how GreenFleet can turn your loyalty into savings,
go to JohnDeere.com/FarmBureau. Sign up today!
*Must be a member of a participating State Farm Bureau and have a valid email address.
John Deere’s green and yellow color scheme, the leaping deer symbol, and JOHN DEERE are trademarks of Deere & Company.

5180 US Highway 26, Torrington, WY82240
307-532-7071 • 21stcenturyequipment.net
*Must be a member of a participating State Farm Bureau and have a valid email address.
John Deere’s green and yellow color scheme, the leaping deer symbol, and JOHN DEERE are trademarks of Deere & Company.
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UW’s Rachel Derner advanced to “Sweet 16” in AFBF Collegiate Discussion Meet
By Kerin Clark
University of Wyoming College of Agriculture and Natural Resources student Rachel Derner represented the Wyoming Farm Bureau
Federation in the American Farm
Bureau Federation (AFBF) Young
Farmer & Rancher (YF&R) 2018
Collegiate Discussion Meet. The
competition was held Feb. 17-18,
2018 in Reno, Nevada.
Derner advanced to the “Sweet
16” round of the competition. Fiftynine competitors competed in this
year’s AFBF Collegiate Discussion
Meet. All competitors received a
$100 scholarship, courtesy of CHS
Foundation, in recognition of their
efforts and making it to the national
level. The “Sweet 16” competitors
received an additional $150 scholarship.
The competition is designed
to simulate a committee meeting
where discussion and active participation are expected from each committee member. Derner competed
in two rounds of discussion before
advancing to the “Sweet 16” round
of competition.
The topics for each round were:
• Round 1: Formation of family
farm corporations is common practice. How can Farm Bureau work

to ensure that the public’s positive
perception of the family farm is not
lost?
• Round 2: How can farmers
and ranchers maintain their buying
power with the continued trend of
input supplier and provider consolidations?
• Sweet 16: Farmers are a shrinking percentage of the population.
How can Farm Bureau help ﬁrstgeneration farmers and ranchers
get started in agriculture?
“The Collegiate Discussion Meet
was a great experience,” Derner said
of the competition. “It has helped
prepare me to have productive conversations with other agriculturalists
and I am so grateful for the opportunity to compete. I owe a huge thank
you to the Farm Bureau State Staff
and the entire YF&R Committee for
their support.”
Derner is a junior at the University of Wyoming pursuing a degree
in agricultural business. Reﬂecting
on her experience, she valued the
skills gained at the competition as
well as the conference. “I had the
opportunity to connect with other
young agriculturalists passionate
about the future of our industry and
I will value those connections for
years to come,” Derner said. “I also

Rachel Derner, of Burns, represented the Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation
and advanced to the “Sweet 16” round in the AFBF YF&R Collegiate Discussion Meet. Derner (center) receives her national achievement plaque from
AFBF YF&R Committee Members. AFBF photo.

was able to attend many workshops
that armed me with the skills and
knowledge to support the industry
moving forward. My last day in
Reno was spent touring agricultural
operations around Nevada including a 3,000-head goat dairy, and the
state’s only estate winery where the
wine is made from ground to glass
on the family farm.”

The Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation congratulates Rachel for her
achievements in the national competition!
The Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation YF&R Collegiate Discussion Meet is held in the fall each
year. The competition is open to all
Wyoming junior college and university students.

Young Farmers and Ranchers attend national conference
Wyoming Farm Bureau Young Farmers and Ranchers with motivation speaker Mark Lindquist at the 2018 AFBF YF&R Conference in Reno. He challenged us
to try new things and find our passion! What are you passionate about?
From left to right: Garrett and Katie Horton; Josh and Raenell Taylor; Mark Lindquist; Stacy and Kyle Berger; Rachel Derner and Tansie Derner.
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Feeding Minds Press Will Focus on Accurate Agriculture
Books for Children
Feb. 13, 2018--Bringing children accurate knowledge about
how their food is grown is the goal
of Feeding Minds Press, a new
children’s book publishing venture from the American Farm Bureau Foundation for Agriculture.
The new publisher’s first book
will be “Right This Very Minute,”
written by award-winning author
Lisl Detlefsen. It is scheduled for
release in January 2019.
“‘Right This Very Minute’ is
the perfect book to launch this exciting new project,” said Christy
Lilja, executive director of the
Foundation. “It’s a great story
and tells kids that every minute of
every day, someone, somewhere,
is working to bring food to their
table.”
Detlefsen, also the author of
“Time for Cranberries,” is delighted that “Right This Very Minute” has found a home at Feeding
Minds Press.
“Living on a family farm has

made me passionate about writing agricultural stories for kids,”
Detlefsen said. “I’m thrilled to
have the opportunity to work with
a new company that is devoted to

the accurate depiction of modern
farming and the dedicated people
who grow our food.”
Award-winning
illustrator
Renée Kurilla will illustrate the
book.

“I’m so thrilled to be working with Feeding Minds Press on
their new venture!” Kurilla said.
“We’re making an important book
that is such a great reminder of all
the hard work that goes into making the food on our plates.”
“Right This Very Minute” is
scheduled for publication in January 2019, in time for the American
Farm Bureau Federation’s Annual
Convention.
“Every year we work with publishers to find books that support
our mission,” said Julia Recko,
director of education outreach
for the Foundation. “It’s become
more and more difficult to discover books that meet our specific
needs. We feel this is the next logical step in educational outreach.
“Feeding Minds Press will
have a very specific editorial
focus,” Recko said. “We want
books that show the relevancy of
modern agriculture. The stories
will show farmers using tech-

nology to better grow crops and
livestock. We’ve already looked
at some stories and we’re excited
to move forward.”
Feeding Minds Press intends to
regularly publish new titles and
plans to accept submissions for
new books that bring modern agriculture to life.
“We will publish two-to-three
books per year,” Recko said,
“depending on the manuscripts
we receive and the needs of the
Foundation. We will also create
accompanying educational resources to make these books easy
to use in classrooms. We’re excited at the prospect of bringing
great books to families and educators.”
More information about Feeding Minds Press and the American
Farm Bureau Foundation for Agriculture can be found at feedingmindspress.com. Email inquiries
may be sent to info@feedingmindspress.com.
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Wyoming Teachers &
Students K-5th grades

Wyoming Agricultural
Literacy Week
From page 1

We invite you to
par cipate in the
2018 WyFB YF&R “Ag Books for
Kids” program.
Step 1:

Check out “Ranching-It’s All About Family” by Rianna
and Sheridan Chaney from your
elementary school library.

(Books donated by your county Farm Bureau)

Step 2:

Visit www.wy .org, click on
educa on tab for contest details/rules.

County contest deadline: April 6, 2018
Ques ons: Contact Kerin Clark,
WyFB, at 307.532.2002 or
kclark@wy .org.

Bureau is passionate about sharing our stories of agriculture
through accurate agriculture
books and our local visits to
schools.”
The “Wyoming Agriculture
Literacy Week” proclamation
reads: “Educating through literature is a top priority for school
children; where reading is a fundamental standard in the education system.”
The proclamation continues: “Many aspects of our daily
lives, including the food we eat,
clothes we wear, and medicine
we depend on, are all intertwined
and made possible because of
agriculture. Wyoming agriculture also provides open spaces,
scenic vistas and fresh air. Not
only do Wyoming’s farmers and
ranchers provide us with the
food we eat, but they are also
the first environmental stewards, maintaining and improving

the soil and natural resources to
pass on to future generations.”
Three contests are offered for
Wyoming students to encourage
use of the book and provide application opportunities for what
is learned. The 2018 contests
are: Coloring Contest for kindergarten and first graders; Poster Contest for second and third
graders; and a Creative Writing Contest for fourth and fifth
graders.
Wyoming students and teachers are encouraged to visit their
school’s elementary library
to check out the 2018 book
“Ranching… It’s All About
Family” by Rianna and Sheridan Chaney. Next, visit www.
wyfb.org and click on the education tab for contest rules and
details. For questions, kclark@
wyfb.org or 307.532.2002. The
county contest deadline is April
6, 2018.

#IRCLE $ #ORPORATION
• Flatbed Trailers
• Livestock Trailers
• Low Proﬁle Equipment Trailers
• Horse & Stock Combo Trailers
• Flatbeds For Pickups & 1 Ton Trucks • Multipurpose Trailers

“American Made Since 1987”
Hillsboro, KS 67063

Call for a dealer near you!

800-526-0939
www.circle-dtrailers.com

New! Haybuster CMF 710 vertical mixer.....$2,500.00 Rebate! New! NH L200 Skids In Stock! L221 & L230 ..Rebates + 2.99%
New! Haybuster 2660 Bale Buster Processor ...............$21,900 2012 Massey 2856A round baler, Like New .......................$18,650
New! NH SP160 Windrower, HS16 Header.......$119,750+2.9% NH Boomer 25, w/ loader & snowblower, Only 56 hrs! ...$19,800
New! NH T6.180, 4WD, 125 HP, Lder & Grapple $119,900+2.9% TYM T353 4WD, 35HP, with Loader-only160 hrs ................$13,900
New! NH RB560 Specialty Crop, Net/Twine ......$46,775+2.9% New! Gehl R220 skid steer, cab-A/C, joysticks ...................$44,750
NH TG255 4WD, 210 HP, Duals, Loader/grapple ................$67,900 New! NH T5.120, 117HP, 4WD, cab, w/835 Loader & Grapple .......
..............................................................................................................$95,390
New! Gehl R220 skid steer, cab-A/C, joysticks ..................$44,750
New! Kawaski PRO FXT Mule, Diesel, 4x4, 6 passenger$14,900
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Farm Bureau Suggests Modiﬁcations for Forest
Service’s NEPA Compliance
Feb. 9, 2018, FBNews--With an
eye toward dual goals of access to
healthy and productive federal forestland and ensuring these lands
are managed in an environmentally
sound manner, Farm Bureau is recommending several changes related
to the U.S. Forest Service’s use of
the National Environmental Policy
Act.
NEPA was enacted to make certain that environmental impacts are
considered when the federal government is making decisions. While the
law provides a general framework
for accomplishing this, the Council
on Environmental Quality established the NEPA compliance process. The courts, too, have played
a signiﬁcant role in deﬁning NEPA
requirements through the many lawsuits brought to interpret its provisions.
As a result, according to Farm Bureau, NEPA compliance has merely
become a box to be checked in the
decision-making process, rather
than a driver of meaningful discussion of environmental impacts.
Based on a series of questions
from the U.S. Forest Service, Farm
Bureau commented on several aspects of NEPA compliance.
While the Council on Environmental Quality Guidance says environmental impact statements,
which are sometimes required under

NEPA, should be less than 150 pages, Farm Bureau pointed out that the
Forest Service is notorious for EISs
that run several hundred pages, with
associated documentation accounting for several thousand additional
pages.
To remedy this, Farm Bureau
said, the Forest Service should align
its NEPA handbook and manual direction with the direction from the
CEQ, which calls for careful and
proportionate use of NEPA tools.
“Speciﬁcally, CEQ regulations
indicate the text of a ﬁnal EIS that
addressed the purpose and need,
alternatives, affected environment,
and environmental consequences
should normally be less than 150
pages, and a ﬁnal EIS for proposals of unusual scope or complexity
should normally be less than 300
pages,” the group said.
In addition, Farm Bureau cautioned against the use of using landscape-scale planning for forest management for a variety of reasons.
For one, it’s possible that approach
would prohibit other uses and conﬂict with the Multiple Use Sustained
Yield Act and the principles of multiple use in general.
“There are no safeguards to prevent a forest supervisor from using
landscape scale planning to eliminate uses like livestock grazing
from national forests,” Farm Bureau

Uncle Sam is the Largest
Landowner in the U.S.
February 27, 2018, AFBF Market
Intel Report by John Newton and
Ryan Yates
A 2017 Congressional Research
Service report indicated that in 2015
the federal government owned approximately 640 million acres in the
United States. Given that there are approximately 2.3 billion acres of land in
the U.S., the federal government owns
or administers programs on nearly
one-third of the country’s land -- making it the largest landowner in the U.S.
by a very wide margin.
Federal Land Ownership
Federal lands are owned or managed primarily by the Bureau of Land
Management, the Forest Service, the
Fish and Wildlife Service, the National Park Service and the Department of
Defense. BLM is the largest landowner, with 248 million acres of public

land and 700 million acres of subsurface mineral estates. The next largest
landowner is the FS with 193 million
acres, followed by the FWS, which
owns 89 million acres of land and 473
million acres of territories and marine
areas. The NPS owns 80 million acres,
while the DOD owns 11 million acres.
These lands are managed for a variety of uses determined by federal
land management statutes. National
forests are administered under the
National Forest Management Act.
The BLM lands fall under the Federal Land Policy and Management
Act. Both statutes borrow from the
Multiple Use Sustained Yield Act
in their emphasis on striking a balance in land use planning among the
competing values of recreation, grazing, timber, watershed protection,
See ‘Uncle Sam’ page 12

pointed out.
Another stumbling block related
to the application of NEPA concerns
emergency situations in which quick
action is required by the agency to
address an immediate problem, such
as wildﬁres and pest outbreaks.
“The Forest Service should further revise its policies to allow for
more workable procedures for addressing these situations and at the
same time maintaining the integrity
of NEPA requirements,” Farm Bureau said.
The group supports the elimination of the requirement to consider
alternatives when there are no unresolved conﬂicts concerning resource
issues, as well as the clariﬁcation
of the deﬁnition of “cumulative effects” and the limitation of required
cumulative effects analysis to known
impacts of previous management in
the project area.
In terms of grazing land, Farm
Bureau encouraged the Forest Service to cooperate in a timely manner

with permittees; use proven and accepted scientiﬁc analysis methods;
use prior and concurrent consultations with credible third parties; and
evaluate and make decisions on an
allotment-by-allotment basis.
Emphasizing that national forests
often greatly impact local communities, especially in the West where
national forests can be a signiﬁcant
part of a county area, Farm Bureau
urged the Forest Service to ensure
local governments have a prominent
role in the forest planning process.
In addition, an effective state, county and local government agency coordination process “should allow the
Forest Service to negotiate in good
faith and to display valid, compelling, peer-reviewed evidence when
federal decisions are opposed by a
majority of the affected counties and
conservation district boards.”
The questions that spurred Farm
Bureau’s comments were put forth
by the Forest Service in an advanced
notice of proposed rulemaking.
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Complicated Truth
you also need to share your emotional hook so folks believe you,”
Dr. Sides stated. “Keeping agriculture alive for generations is going to
depend on you going out and sharing your story about what you do.”
Eat this, but not that
For the last sixty plus years, we
have been told what to eat and what
not to eat. Salt, fat, hormones, and
antibiotics are some of the top concerns.
According to Sides, it all started
with bad science from a seven-country survey on death rates post World
War II conducted by Ansel Keys.
“He said that countries with high
levels of saturated fats from animals
had higher rates of heart disease, so
he convinced our government they
needed to recommend a low fat,
high carb diet,” Sides explained.
“The problem with his work is he
actually surveyed 16 countries, but
only included seven in his paper. He
picked the seven that ﬁt his bias and
neglected the other nine.”
“After 60 years of recommending
a low fat, high carb diet, obesity has
gone from 15-35 percent, two-thirds
of adults are overweight, and Type
II diabetes has gone from less than
one percent to greater than 14 percent,” Sides explained. “This is an
epidemic and yet low fat, high carb

From page 1

is still recommended.”
“The government doesn’t even
have salt right so why would we expect them to get fat right in beef,”
Sides continued. “We are told to
lower salt intake for our blood pressure,” Sides said. “But then a study
found sodium did not have an effect

“

“Looking at the fat in beef,
forty percent is stearic acid
and thirty percent is oleic acid.
Both decrease LDLs and triglycerides and increase HDLs,
which is really good for you.
Ruminant fat is the only compound in nature that does all
three of these. The remaining
thirty percent fat in beef is neutral. Fat in beef is actually heart
healthy.”--Dr. Gary Sides
on blood pressure and even the CDC
(Centers for Disease Control) says
they were wrong about salt.”
What does science say about fat
“Fat has become a four-letter
word, yet fatty acids are required
in your diet,” Sides said. “Eighty
percent of your brain is made up of
fatty acids; it is required in the diet.”
“What if it has all been a big fat

lie,” Sides said referring to the bias
that has been introduced in this
country. “What does the science say
about the fat in milk and the fat in
beef?”
He compared whole milk to skim
milk and the bias that skim milk is
better for you. “Folks, how much
fat is in whole milk? Four percent.
That means whole milk is 96 percent
fat free,” he said. “And when you
take the fat out to make it skim milk
the sugar increases.”
“Looking at the fat in beef, forty percent is stearic acid and thirty
percent is oleic acid. Both decrease
LDLs and triglycerides and increase
HDLs, which is really good for you.
Ruminant fat is the only compound
in nature that does all three of these,”
he continued. “The remaining thirty
percent fat in beef is neutral. Fat in
beef is actually heart healthy.”
Beef is the best source of iron
and the essential amino acids that
are needed in one’s diet. “When
you hear essential amino acids, it
means you have to get them in your
diet; your body can’t make them,”
Sides explained. “Over half of the
U.S. population is iron deﬁcient and
beef is the best source of iron. And
B vitamins are only found in animal
products; beef has great nutritional
value.”

Mountain West Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company recently held its 60th Annual
Agents’ Meeting in Billings, Montana. The annual conference includes recognition of
those agents who achieved superior production and overall service during 2017 in the
two-state business operation of Wyoming and Montana.

Jason Bell of Cheyenne, WY,
was honored as Mountain
West’s Agent of the Year during
the ceremonies in Billings.

Warren Ayala of Cheyenne,
WY, was awarded Mountain
West’s Agency Manager of
the Year.

Dr. Sides referenced a study conducted by Harvard University in
2010. According to Sides, the study
was a meta-analysis of 21 clinical
studies to see if there was an association between saturated fat intake
and heart disease. “The study found
no association,” Sides explained.
“The study found reﬁned carbs are
the link.”
According to Sides, the average
American eats 130 pounds of sugar
each year. “That is what drives insulin high and drives your body to
store fat,” Sides explained. “It is not
the total calories you consume that
makes you gain or lose weight; it is
the source of those calories and what
they do to your insulin.”
“When insulin is elevated it tells
the body to store fat,” he continued.
“When insulin drops the hormones
mobilize and burn energy and your
fat tissue shrinks. We secrete insulin
in response to carbs in the diet.”
“Don’t fear fat; just change the
source of your calories,” he recommended.
Global warming
“Twelve years ago, the IPC group,
the propaganda arm of the UN, said
that of all the CO2 emissions on the
planet, 18 percent was from livestock production so they said you
See ‘Complicated Truth’ page 9

Mountain West’s
President’s Club
An elite group of Montana and Wyoming agents
qualified for Mountain West’s President’s Club.
This award is presented to those agents who
were on goal in three lines of insurance: life,
auto, and fire/liability. Those agents who earned
this prestigious award are:

DAVE CRAFT
Sheridan, WY

WILL JOHNSON
Missoula, MT

MORGAN LATTA
Kalispell, MT
Top Montana Agent honors
went to Will Johnson of
Missoula, Montana.

Top Wyoming Agent honors
went to Bobby Pickle of
Casper, Wyoming.

DOMINIC MADIA
Glenrock, WY

CJ MAYER
Bozeman, MT
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Complicated Truth
should quit eating meat to save the
planet,” Sides said. “Three percent
is the correct number actually.”
“The atmosphere is made up of
400 parts per million CO2 and the
optimum for plant growth should be
1500 parts per million,” Sides explained. “So why the deception? If
the U.S. took our CO2 to zero then
by 2050 we would have a 0.052 degrees reduction and it would have
no effect on global warming while
destroying our nation economically.
Imagine our world with no electricity or gasoline.”
Dr. Sides also pointed out many
people blame hurricanes on global
warming. When you look, the data
speaks for itself. “In the 1880s there
were 25 hurricanes, in the 1940s
there were 23 and in the 2010s there
were nine hurricanes,” he said.
“Even NOAA says there has been
no change to hurricane frequency
since 1950.”
More with less
“If the U.S. had the same agricultural technology as we had in
the 1950s we would only feed half
the population today,” Sides stated.

From page 8

“Norman Borlaug, the father of the
green revolution, said in 2000: “The
world has the technology to feed, on
a sustainable basis, 10 billion people. The pertinent question today is
whether farmers and ranchers will
be permitted to use this technology.”
According to Sides, compared to
1950 conventional beef cattle today
use 2/3 less land and feed but have
increased two times in beef production. Dairy cattle have increased
four percent in production.
“Two-thirds of the planet is unfarmable,” Sides continued. “You
can only grow cellulose on 2/3 of
the planet and ruminants are the
only animals that can take that grass
and make food out of it.”
Hormones and implants
“There have been zero human
health problems in 60 years with
the use of hormones and implants,”
Sides explained. “There is no differentiation in cattle that have been
treated with hormones.”
So why the hype about hormones?
“Simple lies are more palatable than
complicated truth,” Sides said. “But
this is not complicated.”

Farm Bureau Asks Court to
Block Obama WOTUS Rule
Feb. 9, 2018--The American
Farm Bureau Federation, the
Texas Farm Bureau and other
members of a broad industry
and agricultural coalition have
asked a federal district court in
Texas to issue a nationwide stay
blocking the Obama administration’s illegal 2015 “Waters
of the U.S.” rule from taking
effect on farms and ranches
across the nation. The race to
the courthouse follows the U.S.
Supreme Court’s recent decision that the U.S. Court of Appeals lacked jurisdiction over
legal challenges to the 2015
rule, resulting in the imminent
lifting of a nationwide court
order that has blocked the rule
since October 2015.
AFBF’s filing also follows
Tuesday’s publication of the
U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency and the Army Corps of
Engineers’ “applicability date”
rule, which delays application of the 2015 WOTUS rule
for two years while the agencies consider its possible repeal or revision. Eager to have

the 2015 rule go into effect, a
handful of states and environmental organizations have already challenged the applicability date rule and vowed to
seek immediate court orders allowing the 2015 rule to go into
effect.
“Every move by the agencies
triggers new lawsuits to resurrect this hopelessly vague and
dangerous rule,” AFBF General
Counsel Ellen Steen said. “If
those lawsuits bring the 2015
rule into effect, even for short
periods of time, dry ditches,
drains and low spots on farm
fields will be ‘dry land’ one day
and a ‘water’ the next.
AFBF filed the request for a
preliminary injunction to avoid
widespread uncertainty and legal risk for farmers and ranchers while the agencies move forward with possible permanent
changes. Farm Bureau made
its request in the U.S. District
Court for the District of Texas,
the same court in which AFBF
filed its original legal challenge
to the 2015 rule.

Let the numbers do the talking on estrogen activity:
• Soy Flour
775,000 nanograms (ng)
• Infant formula (soy)
125,000 ng
• Tofu
113,000 ng
• White bread
300 ng
• Peanuts
100 ng
• Milk
80 ng
• Bulls (Hormone free)
110 ng
• Steer (Hormone treated) 11 ng
• Heifer (Hormone free)
9 ng
• Steer (Hormone free)
8 ng
• Children
40,000 ng/day
• Males
180,000 ng/day
• Females
5,000,000 ng/day
• Pregnant females
90,000,000 ng/day
• One birth control pill
35,000 ng/day
“You would have to eat 3,180
pounds of beef per day to get the
same estrogen as you get from one
birth control pill,” Sides pointed out.
Is our food safe?
“Food is safer now than it has
ever been, but it will never be 100
percent. There will always be a risk
as the same nutrients that give us
life do the same for pathogenic bac-

teria,” Sides explained.
One in six people will have a
foodborne illness in a year. “If you
pulled out just the one caused by
beef you would have to live six 84year lifetimes before you would statistically have one chance of getting
sick from eating beef; that is how
safe our product is from a health
standpoint,” Sides concluded.
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Wyoming Classifieds
NOTICE
CLASSIFIED POLICY:
1) Wyoming Farm Bureau members are entitled to free classiﬁed advertising in this publication for the
purpose of selling items they grow
or make themselves, selling used machinery or household items, for posting wanted advertising. Real estate
sales not included. Each member family is entitled to two (2) free ads per
month, for 3 months, of up to 40 words
each. Member ads will be accepted by
mail at PO Box 685, Torrington, WY
82240 or e-mail to kclark@wyfb.org.
Please include member’s name and
county.
2) Non-Wyoming Farm Bureau
members and WyFB members acting
as agents or dealers of products produced outside the member’s family
may purchase commercial classiﬁed
advertising at $0.50 per word, at a
minimum of $5.00 per ad. Discounts:
5% for 4 to 9 insertions, 10% for 10
or more insertions. Commercial ads
must be submitted in writing, and an
agreement regarding payment must be
made between Farm Bureau and the
advertiser.
DEADLINE:
Ads should be received (via mail
or email) by the 3rd Thursday of the
month in order to appear in the next

month’s issue. Advertisers are asked
to check your ad and report any errors.
Paid ads must be mailed, typed or neatly printed, together with any payment
due, to Wyoming Agriculture, Farm
Bureau, P.O. Box 685, Torrington, WY
82240. Free ads must be resubmitted
by mail or e-mail after running three
months. Ads for which there is payment due will run according to agreement between Wyoming Farm Bureau
and the advertiser. Advance payment is
preferred for ﬁrst-time advertisers.
NOTE:
The appearance of any ad in Wyoming Agriculture does not constitute
an endorsement or approval of the
product or service offered. The advertiser is liable for content of the
advertisement and any claims arising
therefrom against this publication.
The Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation reserves the right to refuse any
advertising not considered in keeping
with its publication’s standards.

more information and a catalog.

MISCELLANEOUS
LOOKING FOR a larger griddle
like you cook with in a restaurant.
Prefer gas but could use electric.
Call 307-256-6170.
TWO BRANDS FOR SALE:
X with an M off the upper right leg
of the X. Cattle (LR) and Horses
(LS). Apple brand. Cattle (RR)
and Horses (RS). 307.587.3706.

WYOMING BRAND
FOR SALE: Good left
side brand paid up until 2025. LRC,
LHS, LSH. Irons included $900.00.
Call or text 307-340-1345.
FOR SALE: AKC REGISTERED GERMAN SHORTHAIR
POINTER PUPPIES. $650.00 each.
Both parents great hunting/ﬁeld trial/
family dogs. For more information
contact Mike Skadsem @ (307) 6824049 or (307) 696-5371.

LIVESTOCK
STOLL 28TH ANNUAL
2-YEAR-OLD LIMOUSIN/LIMFLEX BULL SALE. Selling 26
Black Polled Bulls. Tuesday March
6, 2018. Riverton Livestock Auction 12:30 p.m. Like us on Facebook.
PLEASE CALL 307-856-4268 for

The Cannnonball
Bale Bed, a bale
bed like no other.

®

The Weekly
Th
W kl News
N
Source
S
for
f W
Wyoming’s
i ’ R
Ranchers,
h
Farmers and AgriBusiness Community
Call 307.234.2700 to subscribe today!
y!!
1 year - $50 • 2 years - $75 ($25 savings)
3 years - $110 ($40 savings)
Online Subscriptions : 1 year for $30

For your agriculture news on-the-go!
Assistant Editor Position Open at the Roundup
Join the team at the Wyoming Livestock Roundup
to produce the state’s weekly news source
for ranchers, farmers and
the agribusiness community.
Candidates must exhibit:
Proﬁciency in writing and photography
Self-motivation • Time management skills
Willingness to work with a team • Desire to learn
Website maintenance experience a plus
This is a full-time, entry-level position based in
Casper, WY. Some overnight travel is required.
An ag background is preferred.

www.wylr.net • 800.967.1647
P.O. Box 850 • Casper, WY 82602

To apply, submit a cover letter, resume, writing sample and photography
samples to saige@wylr.net or Attn: Saige, PO Box 850, Casper, WY 82602. Call
307-234-2700 with questions. Accepting applications until position is filled.

The Cannonball Bale Bed is a pick up truck mounted bale bed that lets you work quicker and
easier. With our feature rich truck bed, you gain much more value for your dollar.

Features Include:
• Patented dump feature - handle hay and dump materials from the comfort of your cab
• Independent arm action - move the arms separately or in tandem for easier bale retrieval
when stacked end to end
• Free-float arm system - unroll hay while maintaining full contact with the ground over
rough terrain, allowing even distribution of feed and reducing waste

Skyline Implement
2012 Skyline Dr.
Sheridan, WY 82801
(307) 672-0966
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Jw Nuckolls
Sept. 2, 1933—Feb. 21, 2018
Jw Nuckolls, 84, of rural Crook wit. His word and his handshake
County died at his home Wednes- were worth more than the formality
day February 21, 2018.
of any contract he signed,
He was born September
and he was loyal to many
2, 1933, the youngest
things he believed in; go
of Will and Myra (LawPokes, go Red Devils, yes
rence) Nuckolls’ seven
to Agriculture, and vote
children. He attended
Republican!
Barlow Canyon Country
Jw volunteered countSchool and Hulett High
less hours promoting
School where he graduand supporting agriculated in 1951. He had his
ture and was an icon in
heart set on attending
the industry. He served
Jw Nuckolls
college so he made a deal
on various boards: Farm
with his father: in exBureau, Wool Growchange for the opportunity to get an ers, Stock Growers, Grazing Assoeducation, he vowed to come home ciation, Predator, and the American
and work the land. Jw attended the Sheep Industry. He was instrumenUniversity of Wyoming, majored tal in establishing the Center of the
in Agronomy, and graduated with Nation Wool Corporation, where he
honors in 1955. Shortly after return- was involved for 58 years, as well
ing home, Jw began to focus on the as the Mountain States Lamb Co-op.
sheep business, where he met the Jw was elected to the School Board,
love of his life, Thea Ellen, daughter was a County Commissioner, and
of Sam and Patty Amspoker, from served as Chairman of the Crook
Douglas, Wyoming. Jw and Thea County Republican Party.
were married on September 13,
In his daily life on the ranch, Jw
1959, and they raised ﬁve children treasured a fast-walking horse and a
on the G-G Ranch.
natural working dog. He loved counJw never knew a stranger, and he try music, and you could sometimes
loved his friends, his family, and his hear his radio coming before you
country. He always enjoyed a good heard the pickup. His sweet tooth
visit and was passionate about learn- for double-helpings of ice cream and
ing new things, whether from a con- Thea’s homemade desserts was only
versation, a book, or one of numer- surpassed by his ability to never
ous publications he kept all around gain weight. He relished the chance
the house, just in case there was a to give a tour of the beautiful ranch
spare moment for reading. He be- he called home, and he so detested
lieved knowledge was for sharing, the sight of noxious weeds on his
not guarding, and was glad to impart land that he would even pause a visit
what he had learned to help others. to take care of one. Forever plotting
As a gifted analyst with an excellent the next project and improvement,
memory, Jw had a knack for telling Jw was immensely proud of his land
wonderful and enlightening stories, and its history, and he fulﬁlled a lifeoften linking detailed local history long dream when, at the age of 62,
to present-day events and families. he climbed to the top of nearby DevIn return, he loved to hear a good ils Tower with Zeta and Gary. Jw
story, whether told, read, watched, became a Christian at the age of 66,
or ending with a clever punch line, and was baptized in the First Bapand his bright blue eyes would crin- tist Church of Hulett in September
kle and sparkle as he laughed at the of 1999. Even as his heart slowly



Visit www.wyfb.org for Facebook links to
Wyoming Farm Bureau
and
WyFB Young Farmers and Ranchers

failed, he truly kept living his life
right to the very end.
Jw is survived by his wife of 58
years, Thea, and his greatest legacy
which is his family: children Nan
(Tom) Neiman, Dawn (Shannon)
Brengle all of Gillette, Zeta (Gary)
Anderson of Devils Tower, Will
(Laura) Nuckolls of Hulett, and Sam
(Kristy) Nuckolls of Ft. Worth, TX.
He will be greatly missed by his 12
grandchildren and 14 great-grandchildren: Brittany (Logan) Lindholm
and boys Malachi and Jude; Tori (Caleb) Speiser and children Lydia and
Zander; Brandi (Tanner) Hart and
children Harper, Rylan, Ryker, and
baby to come; Teresa (Jesse) Tierney
and baby to come; Kate Brengle and
son Oliver; Grace Belize Anderson

and Faith Honey Anderson; Lance
(Samantha) Nuckolls and boys William and Matthew; Kyle Nuckolls
and Charlie McClain; Melissa (Aaron) Meinen and son Andrew; Tyler
(Amy) Nuckolls and son Raylan;
Kayli Nuckolls; nieces, nephews and
a great many friends.
He is preceded in death by his
parents, all of his siblings: Wilma
Sihar-Silan, Emma Heiser, Lois Nuckolls, Eve Neiman, Steve Nuckolls, Billy Nuckolls; and one granddaughter Hope Marie Anderson.
Memorials have been established
for the Hulett Volunteer Fire Department and Hulett EMS.
Services will be held at 1 p.m.
Tuesday, March 6, 2018, at the
Greater Hulett Community Center.

Danny Dixon
Sept. 14, 1959–Feb. 4, 2018
Danny R. Dixon, 58, passed doors, especially ﬁshing. His true
away unexpectedly on Feb. 4, passion however, was working on
2018, in Converse County, Wyo. his two ranches and also working
He was born Sept. 14,
with horses.
1959, in Newcastle,
Danny was preceded
Wyo., to Max R. and
in death by his father,
Joy (Bray) Dixon.
Max Dixon; paternal
He lived on the family
grandparents,Clara
ranch in Weston County.
(Wantz) Dixon and Art
After graduating from
and Bernice Dixon; and
Newcastle High School
maternal grandparents,
in 1977, he pursued a
Ileen Bray and Bert
welding degree through
Bray.
Casper College. During
He is survived by
high school, Danny was an Danny Dixon his mother, Joy Dixon;
active member of the FFA Chap- sister, Susie (Michael) Baty of
ter, and he continued to support Wasilla, Alaska; Stan (Tina)
the local chapter even later in life. Dixon of Newcastle; Debbie
Danny was also a member of the Dixon of Newcastle; Randy
Quarter Horse Association.
(Mary) Dixon of Newcastle;
Danny’s love for ranching was one niece, Amity (Dixon) Dastrong, and he not only worked vis; and seven nephews, Les
on the family ranch, but also as a Dixon, Ezra Baty, Elisha Baty,
ranch hand for surrounding ranch- Jared Baty, Brandon Dixon, Miers. He also worked in road con- chael Dixon, and Ryan Dixon;
struction, manufacturing, operated along with several great-nieces
heavy equipment for Black Hawk and great-nephews.
Crane, and Peabody. His last posiCremation has taken place.
tion was hauling crude oil for Tay- A celebration of life was held at
lor Trucking Company.
2 p.m. on Feb. 10, at the Weston
Danny was a very generous per- County Event Center located at
son, who always thought of others the Fairgrounds. Honorary pallbefore himself. He loved fam- bearers included all of his family
ily get-togethers, and having the and friends.
opportunity to visit with everyThe family suggests memorione. Danny loved playing cards, als to the Newcastle High School
watching movies, and attending FFA Chapter, 116 Casper Avenue,
auctions. He also loved the out- Newcastle, Wyo.
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Robert McKim
Jan. 18, 1946–Feb. 19, 2018
Robert Michael McKim , age 72, him. He graduated from Star Valley
passed away on Feb. 19, 2018 in Af- High School where he was active in
ton, WY, of Pulmonary
band, football, track, and
Fibrosis. He was born in
excelled in basketball. He
Laramie, WY, on Januwas offered a scholarship
ary 18, 1946. He spent
to Utah State University
the ﬁrst years of his life
for basketball, but dethere. His father, Howard
clined due to a football
Vance McKim, had been
injury to his knee. Robert
released from the army
served an L.D.S. mission
and was working for
in the Southern CaliforRailway Express, delivnia Mission, 1965-1967,
ering packages in Laraserving in California, Las
Robert
McKim
mie. His mother, Martha
Vegas, NV, and PhoeVail VanNoy, was worknix, AZ. In later years he
ing as a beautician there.
served as an ordinance
Robert’s family moved to his moth- worker in the Idaho Falls temple.
er’s hometown of Thayne, WY, in
He was an avid supporter of the
1948, where his father tore down the Boy Scout program, serving in disold VanNoy home where the Pines trict and local capacities, and enBar now sits. He was able to use the joyed supporting young men in
old wood to build a small home and their advancement and success in
a little sporting goods store called Scouting. He was able to serve in
Mac’s Sporting Goods. That is now many church positions and activithe location of the Hitching Rail. ties throughout his life. He attended
He grew up in Thayne, had a happy Utah State University for two years
childhood, enjoyed time with many until he married Lyniece Nield of
friends, as well as his brothers. He Afton in the Logan, UT LDS temple,
was from a large extended family then transferred to B.Y.U. where he
and loved the summer VanNoy re- completed an undergraduate degree
unions spent camping in the beau- in microbiology, while working as a
tiful mountains around Star Valley part time research assistant. During
with his many cousins.
his work on a master’s degree, he
As a teenager, Robert was a sum- taught microbiology lab classes part
mer ﬁshing guide and became an time also.
expert in rowing a drift boat on the
Robert and Lyniece then moved
Snake and Salt Rivers. Being 6’5” to Durango, Colorado where he
and strong was an advantage for was employed as a lab microbiolo-

gist at Mercy Medical Center. Two
sons were born in Durango, Vance
and Corbin. They were able to visit
the Mesa Verde ruins located nearby
whenever they could for outings and
picnics. Being interested in trains
from childhood he enjoyed the beautiful ride on the narrow gage railroad
from Durango to Silverton. Robert
missed the hunting and ﬁshing in Star
Valley and they soon returned there
where two more children were born,
Kelli and Grant. His greatest ﬁshing
experience was when he took Pres.
Thomas Monson and his sons ﬁshing
on Salt River on two occasions. He
enjoyed many ﬂoat trips with his parents and brothers each summer.
Robert worked for many years at
Nield Oil in Afton with Mike Olsen,
and Terry Allred, for their fatherin-law, Lynn Nield. This successful
business was later sold to Beau and
Jenny Erickson in 2006. The Phillips 66 station was a daily gathering place for many individuals and
local characters who became good
friends.
Robert enjoyed being involved
in his community. He served on the
local school board for 18 years and
held several state education positions during that time. He followed
that with serving as a WY State Representative from Lincoln County. He
looked forward to attending legislative sessions in Cheyenne each year
and being involved in the law mak-

ing process. His goal was to take a
conservative stance and always represent family values. He was saddened when the Pulmonary Fibrosis
disease advanced and he could no
longer serve in that position.
He was so grateful for the care
and support of the kind medical professionals at Star Valley Medical
Center and the University of Utah
Medical Center, as well as support from good friends, family, and
neighbors. He loved spending time
with his children, grandchildren,
and siblings and was able to visit
them during the last two weeks of
his life.
He is survived by his wife,
Lyniece of Afton, son, Robert Vance
McKim of Phoenix, AZ, son, Corbin
Nield McKim (Claudia) of Scottsdale, AZ, daughter, Kelli Lyn Brizuela (Jon) of Glendale, AZ, and son,
Grant Michael McKim of Mesa,
AZ. Grandchildren; Gavin Cole Brizuela, Sydney Elise Brizuela, and
Quinn Robert Brizuela. Siblings;
Jerry McKim (Carol) of Reno, NV,
Ron McKim (Marsha) of Bedford,
WY, Jim McKim (Monie) of St.
George, UT, Martha Ann Clines
(Bill) of Thayne, WY, and Melanie
Wilkes of St. George, UT, and many
loving nieces and nephews. Funeral
services were held, Saturday, Feb.
24, 2018 at the Salt River Ward LDS
chapel. Internment was at the Afton,
WY cemetery.

Uncle Sam is the Largest Landowner in the U.S.
From page 7

wildlife and ﬁsh, and conservation.
The National Park Service manages
national park lands to preserve natural and cultural resource values for the
enjoyment, education and inspiration
of this and future generations.
Most of the lands under federal
ownership are in the 11 Western
states in the continental U.S. and
Alaska. The federal government
owns 224 million acres in Alaska,
56 million acres in Nevada and 46
million acres in California. Including Alaska, the top 10 states in terms
of acres under federal ownership
represent 86 percent of all federal
lands.
Share of Lands Under Federal
Ownership
Given the amount of federal
land ownership concentrated in the
West, it follows then that the federal land ownership as a percentage

of a state’s total land area is also
highest in the West. Nearly 80 percent of the state of Nevada is managed by the federal government,
followed by 63 percent in Utah,
62 percent in Idaho, 61 percent in
Alaska and 53 percent in Oregon.
In total, there are 14 states in which
the federal government owns or administers programs on more than
20 percent of a state’s land area.
In many of these areas farmers and
ranchers partner with federal agencies to graze livestock on BLM and
Forest Service rangelands.
In Eastern and Midwestern states
where federal land disposal into private ownership ﬁrst occurred, the
share of a state’s land area is much
smaller. For example, in key cornand soybean-producing states such
as Iowa, Illinois, Indiana and Kansas, the federal government owns
less than 2 percent of a state’s land

area. In Western corn belt states the
federal government owns less than
6 percent of the state’s land area. In
New York, Rhode Island and Connecticut the federal government
owns no more than one half of a percent of a state’s land area.
Challenges and Solutions
The federal government owns or
administers programs on nearly 2
billion acres of federal lands, subsurface mineral estates or marine
areas. Given that a majority of the
surface areas are concentrated in
Western states, federal land issues present unique challenges to
Western farmers and ranchers. The
amount of land under federal ownership, the costs of maintaining these
lands, the conditions of the lands,
the management of wildlife on federal lands, and border security on
these lands are all issues that impact
farmers and ranchers.

Solutions being considered by
policymakers to improve federal
land management include:
• Examining ownership patterns
in the West and identifying alternate
ownership and/or management systems to increase productivity, lower
costs and reduce bureaucratic red
tape in permitted activities.
• Streamlining permitting and environmental compliance to increase
management efﬁciency and lower
costs to taxpayers.
• Prioritizing livestock grazing
and forest management activities to
reduce the risk of catastrophic wildland ﬁre and increase habitat for native wildlife, ﬂora and fauna.
• Examining regional management and organizational hierarchies
across land management agencies
to provide for better state and local
input in the land management planning process.
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Ag Legacy: Helping Agriculture Nurture Its Legacy
Shifting management responsibilities to the next generation is often
tricky at best for many in commercial agriculture. Numerous barriers present themselves when even beginning to plan for succession, let alone establishing an effective plan.
Statistics are not encouraging. Only 33 percent of family-owned small
businesses successfully transition
to the next generation, less than 30
percent to the second generation,
and only 10 percent survive to the
third. Businesses that survive are
often those that take a comprehensive succession plan into account.
Consider this subject from a risk management perspective: could your
family farm or ranch continue if you were unexpectedly gone tomorrow?
Have you transferred what you consider to be essential values, skills, and
management abilities to the next generation? Too often, the answer to these
questions is no. Now is the time to start the process of communicating with
your successors if the goal is to build a legacy that includes a successful
transition to the next generation.
Comprehensive Resources are Available
Ag Legacy is a comprehensive resource to help family farmers and
ranchers create their own legacy and embrace the
concept of management succession. Ag Legacy
was developed by academic professionals from
the University of Wyoming and RightRisk.org.
Good communication skills are one of the keys
to successfully developing an estate and management succession plan. Often, families need an
outside resource as a catalyst to begin communicating. Ag Legacy is designed to be a starting
point for the communication process between the
generations. The online resource contains instructional materials, online courses and modules, bulletins, and newsletters covering topics from estate
planning, management and succession planning,
and communication between generations.
Program Modules
Ag Legacy modules are designed with links to a newsletter article introducing each topic and a recorded presentation. Six modules are designed
to help spur communication on each topic. Each covers a different aspect
of the process.
Building a complete legacy, much more than deciding inheritance and
estate planning, is emphasized. Later modules that highlight the importance
of communication develop this concept further, covering building relationships with the next generation(s) and making plans for management succession. This subject is especially tricky for those in commercial agriculture,
as control of management responsibilities for the business is often hardest
for people to surrender.
Often, the founders or out-going generation built the business with
countless hours of hard work and their own capital and are not accustomed
to regularly including others in their decision-making process. It may bear
repeating communication and building relationship-bridges are key components for success.

Ag Legacy Course Modules
1) Why Don’t Family Businesses Plan for Succession?
2) Why Grow Relationships with the Next Generation?
3) What Is Your Management Succession Plan?
4) How Are You Communicating With The Next Generation?
5) How Are You Mentoring the Next Generation?
6) What is An Ag Legacy?
Note: Additional modules are under development.

Lasting Legacy Courses
Ag Legacy includes the Lasting Legacy courses. These two-part, selfpaced courses help individuals and families build a true legacy to pass down
to future generations. A person’s legacy entails so much more than distribution of material possessions. Lasting Legacy courses deﬁne a legacy as a
lifetime of achievement and the context in which it will be remembered.
A successful legacy plan has four main parts: values and life lessons,
personal possessions of emotional value, instructions and wishes to be fulﬁlled, and ﬁnancial assets/real estate. The ﬁrst part of the course covers
inter-generational relationship building, including where to start and a process to catalog values and life lessons for the family. The second part of the
course entails how to ensure instructions and wishes are fulﬁlled, and how
to deal with ﬁnancial assets and real estate. Each course includes real-world
examples and workbooks to help participants through the process.
Management Succession Courses
Management Succession is a three-part course to help
farm and ranch families learn how to prepare the next
generation for management, leadership, and ownership
of the business.
Course participants learn how to establish a process
that works to ensure the transition proceeds according to their wishes. As
with the other Ag Legacy materials, communication is key.
Where are we?, the ﬁrst course in the series, deals with many of the
interpersonal and business issues that can arise. The course demonstrates
techniques and skills that can help overcome generational differences and
conﬂicts.
Where Do We Want to Go?, course two, shows how to establish goals and
objectives for management succession planning, including a discussion of
the family unit and how it ﬁts in the succession process.
Course three, How Do We Get There?, provides materials that help families learn how to move to begin implementing their succession plan. This
section includes a planning workbook to outline the succession plan indepth. It also provides instruction on how families can update and modify
their plans as needed when circumstances change, as they undoubtedly will.
Similar to the Lasting Legacy courses, the Management Succession
courses provide numerous producer proﬁles and examples, as well as a
comprehensive workbook.
For more information
AG LEGACY MATERIALS
Available at: AGLEGACY.org > Materials
Includes:
• Management Succession Workbook, designed to accompany the Management Succession course series;
• Western Farm and Ranch Transition Strategies Workbook;
• A Lasting Legacy Workbook, designed to accompany the Lasting Legacy courses;
• Passing It On: An Estate Planning Guide for Wyoming’s Farmers and
Ranchers; and
• The Planning Ahead, Difﬁcult Decisions series, a set of 12, separate
University of Wyoming bulletins addressing estate planning issues.
There is no time like the present to begin considering what your legacy will be, regardless of what stage in the game you are. Logon to www.
uwagec.org/aglegacy to begin accessing any of the materials or courses
referenced above. The Ag Legacy site has numerous helpful links to other
material and websites, such as RightRisk.org and the Austin Family Business program.
___________________________________________________________
James Sedman is a consultant to the Department of Agricultural and
Applied Economics in the University of Wyoming College of Agriculture
and Natural Resources, and John Hewlett is a farm and ranch management
specialist in the department. Hewlett may be reached at (307) 766-2166 or
hewlett@uwyo.edu.
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Exemptions for Agricultural Haulers
with appropriate animal husbandry
techniques. All of this coupled with
oftentimes long post-sale or load-out
lines makes applying the ﬂexibility
afforded to a ‘source’ of livestock
to livestock markets or agricultural
commodity at a grain elevator a logical conclusion,” Farm Bureau said.
Had congressional lawmakers
wanted to exclude grain elevators or
livestock markets from the
deﬁnition of an agricultural
commodity source, they
could have easily done so,
the group noted.
Farm Bureau is also
urging the department to
expand its interpretation
of the 150-air mile exemption. Current informal Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration guidance
limits a driver’s use of the
exemption to once per trip.
However, the concept of
such a “trip” is not deﬁned
in either the statute or the
related regulation, so limiting the exemption only to
the ﬁrst “source” of any
given “trip” is a narrower
interpretation than the statute calls for.
“Such an interpretation
also opens the use of the
exemption to additional
confusion in situations
where some agricultural
commodities or livestock
are unloaded and others
are picked up and calls for
further subjective interpretation as to when a ‘trip’ is
started and concluded,” according to Farm Bureau.
In a similar vein, the
organization
challenged
proposed guidance that indicates once the hours of
service rules have begun to
apply on a given trip, they
continue to apply until the

driver crosses back into the area
within 150 air-miles of the original
source of the commodities and is returning to that source.
According to Farm Bureau, the
law clearly indicates that each farm,
ranch, grain elevator, livestock market or other location where an agricultural commodity is loaded for
shipment is a “source” of an agricul-

From page 2

tural commodity and, as such, each
act of “transporting agricultural
commodities from the source” is entitled to the 150-air mile radius exemption described in the applicable
regulation.
In addition, time spent operating unladen vehicles traveling to or
from the source of an agricultural
commodity should be considered

exempt time, as the proposed guidance states.
As Farm Bureau continues to encourage the administration to give
agricultural haulers relief from the
ELD mandate, the organization is
also working with Capitol Hill lawmakers on a legislative solution to
the ELD mandate and HOS challenges.
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Wyoming Pork Producers Council represents all producers engaged
in the swine industry, including both youth and adults at various
scales of production. We serve as a liaison between the Wyoming
swine industry and the National Pork Board (administering Checkoff
programs in promotion, education and research) and the National Pork
Producers Council (conducting public policy outreach on behalf of 43
member states, including ours). Our ofﬁce is a direct legislative link
for producers at both the state and national representative levels.

Watch for scholarship information.
Deadline is June 1, 2018
Contact Jeremy Burkett for all questions & concerns.
Dr. Jeremy Burkett
Wyoming Pork Producers State Executive Director
Casper College
125 College Dr.
Casper, WY 82601
jburkett@caspercollege.edu
307-630-6267

wyomingpork.org

The 2018 Wyoming Legislature 20-day Budget Session convened on
February 12, 2018. The Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation lobbyists represent member policy each day of the session. Shown here are Frank
Eathorne and his wife Leslie. Frank is lobbying for WyFB with Brett Moline and Ken Hamilton. Check out our website for radio program updates
provided each Friday afternoon during the session.

