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The Wyoming Farm Bureau Fed-
eration is delighted to award $5,500 
in scholarships to young Wyoming 
Farm Bureau Federation members.  
WyFB is pleased to invest in the fu-
ture of these outstanding Wyoming 
students.

The Livingston-King Scholar-
ship, valued at $1,500, is given in 
honor of former state presidents of 
the Wyoming Farm Bureau Federa-
tion, Herbert D. Livingston and H.J. 

King, as well as Buddy and Norma 
Livingston, the parents of past 
WyFB President Perry Livingston.

Five Wyoming Farm Bureau 
Federation Scholarships and three 
Continuing Education Scholarships 
are awarded at $500 each. The 
Continuing Education Scholarship 
recipients must submit at least two 
years of college transcripts to be 
eligible. 

Wyoming Farm Bureau Federa-

tion Scholarship applications are 
due March 1st each year and are 
available at local county Farm Bu-
reau offi ces or online at www.wyfb.
org. 

“Education of any type is impor-
tant to our members and funding is 
not always easy. Our scholarship 
offerings help bridge that gap and 
our organization is proud to be able 
to provide support.” ~ WyFB Presi-
dent, Todd Fornstrom 

2017 WyFB Scholarship Winners

Congratulations on Congratulations on 

a fi ne achievementa fi ne achievement

Stories by McKenzi Digby

Ashley 
Hyche 

Wyoming 
Farm Bureau 
Federation 
Continuing 
Education 

Scholarship
Wheatland is home to Ashley Hyche, daughter of 

Ryker and Carrie Hyche. Agriculture Business along with 
Environment and Natural Resources are her courses of 
study at the University of Wyoming. She plans to study 
abroad this summer with Australia’s agriculture export 
sector. Ashley is also the recipient of a Hathaway Honors 
Scholarship. 

Ashley stays busy with her involvement in Collegiate 
Cattle Association, Range Club, ROAR Club, American 
Quarter Horse Association, American Marketing Asso-
ciation, Wyoming Stock Growers, and Wyoming Farm 
Bureau Federation Young Farmers & Ranchers. In addi-
tion, she is active in FFA, and has been awarded two gold 
medals at the National FFA Convention in Farm and Ranch 
Management. She has volunteered her time with the Walk 
for Wishes 5K, Wheatland Wranglers Rodeo, PEO Chap-
ters AW & R Tour of Tables, and UW’s Ag Day Barbeque. 

The Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation is proud to 
have had Ashley as a competitor in the Wyoming State 
Farm Bureau Collegiate Discussion Meet last fall, as well 
as a member of our Young Farmers & Ranchers and 
an attendee of this year’s YF&R Conference. She is de-
scribed by her recommenders as polished, studious, and 
committed. 

Taylen 
Fornstrom

Wyoming 
Farm Bureau 
Federation 
Continuing 
Education 

Scholarship

Taylen Fornstrom, of Pine Bluffs, is the daughter of 
Todd and Laura Fornstrom. She is studying Elementary 
Education at the University of Wyoming, where she will 
be a sophomore this fall and is a member of Teaching 
Young Children freshman interest group.

The Fornstrom family have been active members of 
Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation for twenty years. Both 
parents have served on the Laramie County Board, and 
her father is currently serving as State President of the 
Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation. Taylen has followed in 
their footsteps, being present at many county meetings, 
recently attending the AFBF Annual Convention, and help-
ing out with member dues processing at her local Farm 
Bureau offi ce. 

Taylen’s recommenders agree that she is a well-
rounded and dedicated individual that serves as a superb 
role-model for community members. According to her 
county Farm Bureau, she has been instrumental in help-
ing with annual membership.  

Monte 
Wade

Wyoming 
Farm Bureau 
Federation 
Scholarship

Monte Wade, son of Pat and JoAnn Wade, is from 
Lusk. He plans to attend Casper College in the fall to work 
toward a degree in Welding Technology. Monte main-
tained his class’ fi rst place rank while participating in foot-
ball, basketball, National Honor Society, FBLA, FFA, and 
Student Council. FFA President, team captain, and Nation-
al FBLA delegate are just a few of many high esteemed 
positions he has held. He attends Prairie Hills Community 
Church and youth group, is an 11 year member of his 
4-H club, and performs in the Legend of Rawhide, Lusk’s 
most widely recognized historical re-enactment event. 

Monte owns a small cowherd and still fi nds the time 
to volunteer on the Rural Volunteer Fire Department. This 
past summer, he helped build fence after the Prairie Cen-
ter fi re. Monte also hand builds items for benefi t auctions, 
placed the American fl ag on the graves of veterans, and 
spent countless hours helping clean up after the Niobrara 
County Flood of 2015. He truly knows what it means to 
give back to his community. 

This fi fth generation Wyoming Farm Bureau Federa-
tion member is commended by his recommenders for his 
strength, commitment, and dedication. 

Katie 
Rathbun 

Wyoming 
Farm Bureau 
Federation 
Scholarship

Katie Rathbun is the daughter of Tony and Tamie 
Rathbun, of Sundance. She plans to attend Casper Col-
lege this fall where she will study Auto Body Repair and 
Technology as well as Agri-Business. 

In addition to being at the top of her class in high 
school, Katie has been a very active and successful par-
ticipant in many extracurricular activities including volley-
ball, band, varsity spring golf, choir, jazz choir, student 
council, class offi ces, and a National Anthem singing 
group. She obtained a regional championship in golf, and 
was second in the highly competitive “American Dream 
Essay Contest”. 

Additionally, Katie has also been very active in FFA. 
Among many related accomplishments, she had the Re-
serve Champion Breeding Gilt at the Wyoming State Fair. 
Her passion for livestock entrepreneurship is practiced 
both at school and on the family ranch, where she is ex-
perienced and hard-working. She even has a few cross-
bred cows and hogs of her own.

She has volunteered for Children’s Bible Camp Week, 
Rural Children’s Church, and the Sundance Food Pantry 
Drive. Her family has always been active in the Wyoming 
Farm Bureau Federation, and Katie is a third generation 
member. 

Her quiet demeanor paired with her confi dence and 
drive were commended by her recommenders. 

Amanda 
Christensen

Herbert D. 
Livingston 

and H.J. King 
Memorial 

Scholarship

Amanda Christensen, of Buford, is the recipient of 
the $1,500 Herbert D. Livingston and H.J. King Memo-
rial Scholarship. She is the daughter of Todd and Collette 
Christensen. Amanda will attend the University of Wyo-
ming to study Chemical Engineering this fall. 

Christensen, the National Academy of Future Sci-
entists and Technologists Award of Excellence recipient 
and Wyoming Delegate for Congress of Future Science 
and Technology Leaders, will also be receiving the Ha-
thaway Honors Scholarship. She has been very active 
in 4-H, holding many offi ces including club president. 
She represented Wyoming at the 2017 Western National 
Round Up, where she earned the National Impromptu 
Speech title. 

Not only does she serve her community by play-
ing the piano regularly at the nursing home and in her 
church, where she also assists with Children’s Church, 
Bus Ministry, Round-Up Ministry, and Custodial Servic-
es, but she is also active in Albany County Cattlewomen 
and Albany County Farm Bureau. Amanda even assisted 
the Albany County Farm Bureau Federation’s Young 
Farmers & Ranchers with their editing of this year’s Ag 
Olympics video. 

Christensen’s reccomenders recognize her leader-
ship, work ethic, and character as superior. 

Darbi 
Buckmiller 

Wyoming 
Farm Bureau 
Federation 
Scholarship

Darbi Buckmiller, of Moorcroft, is the daughter of 
Dustin and Melissa Buckmiller. She will begin her studies 
in Architectural Engineering at the University of Wyoming 
this fall, where she will also be receiving the University 
of Wyoming Scholars Award and the Hathaway Honors 
Scholarship. 

Buckmiller has participated in many activities and 
organizations including National Honors Society, Student 
Council, Art Club, Spanish Club, Community Leaders of 
America, Key Camp, volleyball, wrestling, Eastern Wyo-
ming College Associates, and yearbook, all while pursu-
ing a career. She also volunteers at her church and was 
recognized for winning fi rst place at county, state, and na-
tional American Legion Auxiliary Poppy Poster Contests. 

She’s been described as diligent and dependable. 

Jessie 
Pennoyer

Wyoming 
Farm Bureau 
Federation 
Scholarship 

Thermopolis is home to Jessie Pennoyer, daughter 
of Arnold and Donna Pennoyer. She plans to study Farm 
and Ranch Management this fall at Northwest College 
in Powell. Pennoyer has also been awarded a Hathaway 
Scholarship, Northwest College Trapper Scholarship, and 
a livestock judging scholarship. 

Choir and FFA were the highlights of Jessie’s high 
school involvement. Outside of school, she has been 
involved in 4-H, Future Cattle Producers of Wyoming, 
American Hereford Association, Wyoming State Fair, and 
the Rocky Mountain Leather Show. Jessie attended Wyo-
ming FFA Leadership Camp, UW Extension Beef Artifi cial 
Insemination Class, and Casper College Livestock Judging 
Camp. She also served as Big Horn Basin H Diamond W 
Youth Camp Counselor, and has accumulated 295 hours 
of community service through school, 4-H, and FFA. This 
fourth generation rancher has started two small cow 
herds: a commercial herd and a registered Hereford herd. 

Her family has always been involved in the Wyoming 
Farm Bureau Federation, and Jessie has attended county 
meetings, seminars, and the Wooly Bully Daze and Hot 
Springs County Ag Expo, where she and her FFA peers 
served breakfast to attendees. She has also been rec-
ognized by Hot Springs County Farm Bureau as an Out-
standing Indoor Fair Exhibitor three times. Jessie would 
like to become a member of the Wyoming Farm Bureau 
Federation and participate in WyFB Young Farmers and 
Ranchers upon turning 18. 

Pennoyer has been recognized by her recommend-
ers for her work-ethic, diversity and drive.

Rachel 
Forrester 

Wyoming 
Farm Bureau 
Federation 
Scholarship

Rachel Forrester, of Big Piney, is the daughter of 
John and Brenda Forrester. She plans to attend the Uni-
versity of Wyoming in the fall, where she will pursue a 
degree in Speech-Language Pathology. 

In high school, Rachel participated in volleyball, bas-
ketball, and track. She received All-Conference and All-
State recognition for her athletic achievements. In addition 
to being a member of the National Honor Society and Stu-
dent Council, she has received several academic awards 
including Spanish Student of the Year, Outstanding Eng-
lish Student, and Outstanding Pre-Calculus Student.

Rachel has also been an appreciated member of the 
Barnyard Bunch 4-H Club, who is always willing to step 
into leadership positions exemplifying class and respon-
sibility. 

Dawson 
Hoover

Wyoming 
Farm Bureau 
Federation 
Continuing 
Education 

Scholarship 

Dawson Hoover, son of Kirk and Patricia Hoover, 
is from Pinedale. He is a Mechanical Engineering Major 
at the University of Wyoming, and enjoys his participa-
tion in the Society of Petroleum Engineers. Hoover has 
also been awarded a Wyoming Hathaway Scholarship, 
a Wyoming College of Engineering and Applied Science 
Engineering Undergraduate Research Scholarship, and a 
QEP Resources Scholarship. 

Dawson graduated high school with a 4.0 and ACT 
score of 30, where he was also a part of National Honor 
Society, Pep Band, Wyoming Music Ambassadors, track, 
and football, for which he received three letters. He also 
found time to participate in 10 years of 4-H, the Pinedale 
Half Marathon, management of Little Wrangler Football, 
and the Buddy Walk. Treats for Troops, Business Ap-
preciation, and mentoring a special needs middle school 
student are just a few of the ways Dawson has given back 
to his community. In addition to winning a State Cham-
pionship in Archery, he is one of only six youth in Sub-
lette County to achieve the Distinguished Expert Award 
through the NRA Marksmanship Qualifi cation Program. 

Dawson is a fi fth generation Wyoming Farm Bureau 
Federation Member, who is known for helping ranchers in 
his community. Dawson is never afraid to challenge him-
self, and always handles the pressure of heavy workloads 
with perseverance and diligence. 
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