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Budd-Falen says county governments
Legislative Revenue Committee
looks at new taxes and tax increases and citizens need to be engaged
--WyFB opposes tax increases

By Kerin Clark
Local government involvement
By Brett Moline
discussed taxing several services cur- and involvement by multiple use
The Wyoming Legislature’s Joint rently exempt.
groups will be key to getting critical
Revenue Committee has been given
The new tax, a gross receipts tax, changes made to federal land agenthe charge of increasing State revenue would be on total gross income earned cies, said Wyoming Attorney Karen
up to $300 million to ease the State’s in Wyoming, with no deductions. Budd-Falen. Budd-Falen spoke to
projected shortfall. At their last meet- The tax rate discussed was 0.75 to Farm Bureau Presidents and Admining August 2-3, several tax increases 1.25 percent. The tax would be cap- istrators from the Western Region
were discussed, along with a new tax tured on all businesses doing business of the American Farm Bureau Fedon gross receipts. The committee also in Wyoming, including out of state eration on Aug. 1 in Laramie. The
See ‘New taxes and tax increases’ page 13 meeting was hosted by the Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation.
Budd-Falen served on President
Wyoming Needs Agriculture Day Trump’s
Transition Team for the De-

at UW Football Game Sept. 23

See ‘County government and citizens’ page 8

--First 400 fans to donate canned foods or
monetary donations receive t-shirts

Engagement critical for
future of agriculture

By Kerin Clark
“Wyoming Needs Agriculture”
Day is coming to a University of
Wyoming Cowboy Football game
on September 23, 2017 and the
Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation
is proud to sponsor the game day
event.
Promoting Wyoming farmers and
ranchers and Farm Bureau’s “Harvest for All” program will be the
premier focus of the event. Cowboy
fans are asked to bring canned goods
or monetary donations which will

be collected at the WyFB area at the
“Pre-Game Zone” on game day. The
ﬁrst 400 fans donating will receive
a t-shirt.
Again this year we will be having
an “Ag Olympics” fun event produced by the Albany County Farm
Bureau Young Farmers and Ranchers. Stop by to visit with farmers and
ranchers from around the state and
have some fun before the football
game.
The Cowboys play Hawaii on
See ‘Agriculture Day at UW’ page 4
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--AFBF President Duvall visits Wyoming
By Kerin Clark
“The secret to us really being
successful and preparing the future of agriculture for our children
and grandchildren is for us to be
engaged,” said American Farm
Bureau Federation President Zippy Duvall on a visit to Wyoming
in early August. “If we are just
expecting someone else to get the
job done for us we are going to be
very disappointed.”
And that is one of the many reasons President Duvall gives his
time to Farm Bureau. “My dad
taught me early on that if you want
to really make a difference in your

family’s life, your community or
your industry you have to get outside your fencerows and give back
to this industry that we know and
See ‘Future of agriculture’ page 8

Calendar of events....................................................... Page 2

label

WYOMING AGRICULTURE

Wyoming Attorney Karen Budd-Falen
and WyFB President Todd Fornstrom
at the AFBF Western Region Presidents
and Administrators meeting hosted by
WyFB in Laramie. Kerin Clark photo.

Representing issues that matter ................................. Page 3
Ag land valuation set for 2018 ................................... Page 4
Member Beneﬁts Insert ....................................... Pages 9-12
County news .............................................................. Page 13
Share your story ........................................................ Page 17

Georgia farmer and American
Farm Bureau Federation President Zippy Duvall touring Wyoming with WyFB President Todd
Fornstrom in early August. Photo courtesy of Bonnie Duvall.

Page 2

September 2017

Taking NAFTA to the Next Level for Ag
By Zippy Duvall, American Farm customers around the world.
Bureau Federation President
NAFTA has been no exception. AnAgriculture will be front and cen- nual ag exports to Canada and Mexico
ter in the recently launched
soared from $8.9 billion
North American Free Trade
in 1993 to $38.1 billion
Agreement negotiations.
in 2016. But that doesn’t
Trade agreements have a
mean there isn’t room for
good track record of openimprovement.
Renegotiation is an oping international markets
portunity to make this trade
for U.S.-grown products by
deal even better. The Ameribreaking down trade barrican Farm Bureau Federation
ers and reducing tariffs that
is working closely with Conkeep America’s farmers and
ranchers from reaching new
See ‘NAFTA’ page 8
Zippy Duvall

Calendar of Events
September
11-12 ...Joint Legislative Interim Agriculture Committee Meeting—
Dubois
12 ........Goshen County Farm Bureau Annual Meeting with guest
speaker Harriet Hageman—Bucking Horse Steakhouse near
Torrington
12 ........Crook County Farm Bureau Annual Meeting at 6 p.m.—
Ponderosa Café in Hulett
12 ........Johnson County Farm Bureau Resolutions Meeting at 5:30
p.m.—Farm Bureau Ofﬁce in Buffalo
12-13 ...Joint Legislative Interim Revenue Committee Meeting—Buffalo
15 ........Weston County Farm Bureau Annual Meeting at 5 p.m.—
Country Club in Newcastle
15 ........Lincoln County Farm Bureau Annual Meeting at 7 p.m.—Salt
River Senior Center in Afton
15 ........Carbon County Farm Bureau Resolutions Meeting at Noon—
The Wolf Hotel in Saratoga
18 ........Niobrara County Farm Bureau Annual Meeting at 5:30 p.m.—
Fairgrounds in Lusk
18 ........Uinta County Farm Bureau Annual Meeting at 6:30 p.m.—
Bowling Alley in Mountain View
18-19 ...Joint Legislative Interim Corporations Committee Meeting-Lander
20 .......Sheridan County Farm Bureau Annual Meeting at 6 p.m.—
Powder Horn near Sheridan
21 ........Central District Farm Bureau Annual Meeting at 9:30 a.m.-Douglas
21 ........Platte County Farm Bureau Annual Meeting at 6 p.m.—Country
Club in Wheatland
21 ........Campbell County Farm Bureau Annual Meeting at 5 p.m.—The
Railyard in Gillette
23........“Wyoming Needs Agriculture” event at UW Football Game—
Laramie
27........Sweetwater County Farm Bureau Annual Meeting

Membership dues go to work
for all of us
By Tim Pexton, WyFB Membership Every issue, even every word, has poCommittee Chair
litical ramiﬁcations to be used by the
The Wyoming Farm Bureau Fed- other side to try to discredit the offenderation is a non-proﬁt corer. The rhetoric is really off
poration that is politically
the charts. It is disgusting
non-partisan. Our stated
and makes me sick. It is
purposes and goals are
nearly impossible to make
non-partisan as well. Who
any progress in helping the
wouldn’t agree that we
nation move forward. It
should “strive to organize,
doesn’t have to be this way.
advance, and improve the
I believe that Wyoming
agricultural interests of the
Farm Bureau is above all
state”? Why would anythat. I honestly don’t know
one argue that we should
or care what the political
Tim Pexton
“make a thorough study of
afﬁliation of our members
proposed and pending matters of fed- is but I know it is not an extension of
eral and/or state legislation affecting any political party. We are able to work
agriculture, and exercise inﬂuence in together to attain our goals because we
the enactment or defeat of same”? No have common interests and values. Baone would think “to sponsor and assist sically, I believe we all want the same
marketing on a cooperative basis” is a things for our fellow countrymen; it’s
political statement. “To engage in any just that we may differ in how to get
other activities conducive to the wel- there.
fare of the agricultural interests of the
The real reason for this column is to
state, including the instigation of legal convince you to renew your memberactions where the Wyoming Farm Bu- ship in the Wyoming Farm Bureau, not
reau Federation has legal standing, and to listen to my political opinions. The
the general interests of the members goals and objectives I referenced above
are represented” should be something were formulated and agreed to over the
we would all agree is a worthy objec- last many decades and are written at
tive. Finally, “the primary goal of the the beginning of our By-Laws for evWyFBF is to take appropriate actions eryone to see. They seem worthy of the
to protect private property rights and price of an Associate, Regular, or even
help members achieve an equitable re- a Century Club membership.
In fact, that Century Club memberturn on their investment” would be one
of the objectives that anyone, whether ship costs less than 30 cents per day.
in agriculture or otherwise, would ask The vitamins you take every morning
an organization, which they pay dues cost more than that. So, please take a
to, to do for them. My point is that it moment when you see the invoice for
seems that everything is political now. your dues and write the check and mail
See ‘Membership Dues’ page 3

October
2..........Southwest District Farm Bureau Annual Meeting at 9 a.m.—
Library in Kemmerer
5..........Southeast District Farm Bureau Annual Meeting at 10 a.m.—
Fairgrounds in Lusk
7..........Natrona County Farm & Ranch Bureau Annual Dinner at 5:30
p.m.—Hangar Bar and Restaurant in Bar Nunn
16 ........Nomination deadline for WyFB Distinguished Service Award,
Leadership Award and Outstanding Membership Worker Awards

November
16 ........WyFB YF&R Collegiate Discussion Meet—Cheyenne
16-18 ...WyFB Annual Meeting—Cheyenne
18 ........WyFB YF&R Regular Discussion Meet--Cheyenne

January
5-10.....American Farm Bureau Federation Annual Convention—
Nashville, Tenn.

February
16-19 ...American Farm Bureau Federation Young Farmer & Rancher
Conference—Reno, Nev.
Visit wyfb.org for calendar updates
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Representing issues that
matter to you
By Ken Hamilton, WyFB Executive
members annual dues amount to
Vice President
less than $3 per month, or less than
Every year about this time Wyo- a dime a day. With this contribution
ming Farm Bureau members should it helps Farm Bureau work to supreceive a notice to renew
port those policies agritheir membership in their
cultural members have
county Farm Bureau oridentiﬁed to support and
ganization. Not many orimprove food production
ganizations have a local
in Wyoming and the nagroup that you can join,
tion.
but Farm Bureau has long
Food production is
felt that being a member
one part of the picture.
of your county Farm BuGetting crops like sugar
reau was an important step
beets or corn or malt
in keeping Farm Bureau a
barley to grow in WyoKen Hamilton
grassroots organization.
ming most likely entails
We have a lot of dedicated lead- utilizing water to raise those crops.
ers on the county level that work on Livestock utilize forage that can be
agricultural issues. They participate converted into a high quality protein
in a process that deﬁnes policy posi- source. Keeping those animals alive
tions on a state, national and interna- is a full time job, one which ranchtional level. We are certainly proud ers and farmers take on every day of
of our legacy of representation of the week.
agriculture for close to 100 years.
Harvesting the crops or shipping
There are a lot of folks, however, the calves points out the need for a
that don’t have livestock or produce strong transportation infrastructure
crops and they are members too. so Farm Bureau works on transporThese folks also help support agri- tation issues.
culture. With their help we have reCommunication is important to
sources that help us work to improve our rural communities as well as
food production. That is probably farmers and ranchers, so Farm Buthe best reason for being a Farm Bu- reau works on communication isreau member.
sues.
There is a saying that when you
All of us are affected by tax polihave enough to eat you have many cies. Good tax policies help support
problems, but when you don’t have a lot of the infrastructure of this state
enough to eat you only have one and nation, but bad tax policies can
problem. Americans have been drive food production off shore or
blessed to not have to experience the drive producers out of business, so
food shortages that other countries Farm Bureau works on tax issues.
have experienced. In today’s world,
Property rights are our foundafood shortages begin with bad food tion. Property rights matter whethpolicies by political entities. Farm er your property is a ranch or your
Bureau has a strong presence in our backyard in town, so Farm Bureau
nation’s capitol to work to ensure works on property rights issues.
political issues don’t become food
That is why it is important for
issues. We also work on a state level both agricultural and non-agricultowards providing input to our elect- tural members to work together to
ed folks about member’s policies.
ensure we don’t ever have just one
For many of our non-agriculture problem.

Membership dues
it or deliver it to your local ofﬁce as
soon as you can. We have over 13,000
members in the state. Renewing all of
them and getting them into the database
takes a lot of work by your local membership workers and staff in Laramie.
The sooner you get your dues in, the
sooner they can get their work done.
Over the years your dues have paid
the salaries of some really remarkable
folks who work for you in the Laramie
ofﬁce and from their home. Good ﬁnancial management and conservative ﬁs-

From page 2

cal policies have enabled us to maintain
an adequate reserve. Of course, we may
not be where we are if not for the Mountain West Insurance company and their
agents in your county. Their ﬁnancial
support and the membership work of
the agents are integral to our existence.
Please renew your membership and
take advantage of some of the beneﬁts
that come with belonging to Farm
Bureau. Any one of them will pay for
your dues and you will be supporting
an organization that works for all of us.

HIGHER CAPACITY.
HIGHER DENSITY.
Get more out of every hay season with the 5’x6’ round baler delivering greater capacity,
durability and bale density—the NEW Roll-Belt™ 560 round baler from New Holland. With
new pickups and belt choices and better windrow feeding,
the restyled Roll-Belt™ 560 is built New Holland SMART
and is set to continue New Holland’s legacy in round baling.

20% INCREASE* IN:
• Pickup capacity
• Belt strength

• Belt drive force
• Baling capacity

* Compared to the BR7090

Lingle, WY
(307) 837-2261
www.rosebrosinc.com
NEW! HAYBUSTER CMF 710 VERTICAL MIXER .......................$2,500 REBATE!
NEW! SPEEDROWER 160 WINDROWER, HS 16 HEADER ....... $117,000+2.9%
NH TG255 4WD, 210 HP, DUALS, LOADER/GRAPPLE ............................$69,900
2012 MASSEY 2856A ROUND BALER, LOW BALE COUNT...................$19,650
TYM T353 4WD,35HP, WITH LOADER-ONLY160 HRS! ................... $15,000
NEW! NH H7150 SWING TONGUE W/HS16 16’ HEAD .........................$39,450

NEW HOLLAND T5060, 90HP, LDR./GRAPPLE, ONLY 276 HRS ...........$59,650
NEW! HAYBUSTER 2650 BALE PROCESSOR.......................................$19,900
NEW! RB560 SPECIALTY CROP, NET/TWINE ............................$45,000+2.9%
NEW! KODIAK 3615 15’ WING MOWER, CHAIN GUARDS ...................$16,400
NEW! NH T6.180, 4WD, 125 HP, LOADER, GRAPPLE ........................ $119,000
NEW! NH L200 SKIDS IN STOCK! L221, L228, L230...........REBATES + 2.9%

© 2014 CNH Industrial America LLC. All rights reserved. New Holland is a trademark registered in the United States and many other countries, owned by
or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or afﬁliates. New Holland is a trademark in the United States and many other countries, owned by or
licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or afﬁliates.
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Agriculture Day at UW
From page 1

September 23 with kick-off TBA.
Help us put a face on agriculture and raise food donations for
the “Harvest for All”
program by encouraging folks you know
to bring canned food
and monetary donations to tailgate
park on September 23. Wyoming
Needs Agriculture!
Agriculture; Keeping
Wyoming Strong!
The Farm Bureau
Young Farmer & Rancher “Harvest

for All” is a national program that
raises food and money for local
and state food banks who provide hunger relief. In
Wyoming, the WyFB
YF&R program contributes donations to
the Wyoming Food
Bank of the Rockies and various local hunger-relief
agencies afﬁliated
with the Wyoming
Food Bank of the
Rockies.
Go POKES!

Visit www.wyfb.org for Facebook links to
Wyoming Farm Bureau
and
WyFB Young Farmers and Ranchers

Do you need a better cattle
handling system for your ranch?
Then you need to look at a
Hi-Hog handling system!
t %P[FOTPGEFTJHOPQUJPOTUPöUBOZPQFSBUJPO
t 'VMMZBEKVTUBCMFGPSDBMWFT DPXTPSCVMMT
t )FBWZEVUZ EVSBCMFBOEFBTZUPVTF

Agricultural land valuation
set for 2018
By Brett Moline
Some good news and bad news
concerning agricultural land property
taxes. Two types of land will see decreases. Irrigated lands will decrease
an estimated 7.1 percent for 2018
while dry crop land will drop 16.07
percent. The bad news is grazing
land will increase 5.4 percent.
Agricultural land valuations are
based on productive value, rather
than market value like other property. Irrigated land is based on the
price of hay, dry crop land on the
price of wheat, and grazing land on

the private grazing lease rate. These
values are based on information
compiled from surveys conducted by
the Wyoming ofﬁce of National Agricultural Statistics Service. A ﬁve
year weighted average, with the most
recent year given the most weight, is
used to determine land value.
The Wyoming Department of
Revenue’s Agricultural Land Valuation Committee meets yearly to estimate next year’s land valuation for
three types of agricultural lands: irrigated farm land, dry farm land, and
grazing lands.

WyFB launches new website
The Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation launched a new website in
early August. The new website utilizes responsive design so it will
be clear and legible for all devices on any size screens. We invite
you to check it out at wyfb.org.
Coming later this year will be some additions in the member services category to provide Farm Bureau members beneﬁt information
as well as the ability to renew online and for new members to join
online. Stay tuned.

#IRCLE $ #ORPORATION
• Flatbed Trailers
• Livestock Trailers
• Low Proﬁle Equipment Trailers
• Horse & Stock Combo Trailers
• Flatbeds For Pickups & 1 Ton Trucks • Multipurpose Trailers

“American Made Since 1987”
Distributed in Wyoming by:

Call Kevin at (307) 673-4917
See our displays in Buffalo and Riverton

Hillsboro, KS 67063

Call for a dealer near you!

800-526-0939
www.circle-dtrailers.com
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YF&R Committee elections this fall
Are you interested in taking your
leadership potential to the state
level? Do you have a passion for
educating consumers about agriculture? Are you dedicated to working
with other young leaders in order to
advance our work for agriculture?
If so, the Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation Young Farmer &
Rancher (YF&R) Committee could
be the perfect ﬁt! The objective
of the Committee is to give young
farmers and ranchers, serving as a
committee within the organization
structure, the opportunity to recommend programs and activities
that will encourage participation of

young farmers and ranchers in both
the YF&R and total Farm Bureau
program.
This fall each District Farm Bureau (ﬁve total) will elect one position to the WyFB YF&R State
Committee at their district meeting.
In addition to the ﬁve district positions, an at large position is voted
on at the WyFB annual meeting.
Young farmers and ranchers interested in serving on an energetic
committee dedicated to the success
of agriculture across Wyoming are
encouraged to consider running for
a seat on the state YF&R Committee.

Regular YF&R and Collegiate Discussion
Meet competitions in November
--Competitions in Cheyenne
Farm Bureau members between
the ages of 18-35 and college students in Wyoming are invited to participate in the 2017 Discussion Meet
competitions. There are two different competitions that will be held
during the Wyoming Farm Bureau
Federation (WyFB) Annual Meeting
in Cheyenne in November.
The ﬁrst competition is the Regular WyFB Young Farmer & Rancher
(YF&R) Discussion Meet; Farm
Bureau regular members between
the ages of 18-35 are eligible. The
second competition is the WyFB
YF&R Collegiate Discussion Meet;
YF&R Discussion Meet Questions
1. Farmers are a shrinking percentage of the population. How can
Farm Bureau help ﬁrst-generation
farmers and ranchers get started in
agriculture?
2. With a growing demand for
US farm products abroad, how can
agriculture overcome public skepticism of foreign trade to negotiate
new trade agreements and open
new world markets?
3. Formation of family farm corporations is common practice. How
can Farm Bureau work to ensure
that the public’s positive perception
of the family farm is not lost?
4. How can farmers and ranchers
maintain their buying power with
the continued trend of input supplier and provider consolidations?
5. How can Farm Bureau help
members with increasing legal and
regulatory obstacles so they can focus on farming and ranching?

any student attending a Wyoming
college is eligible.
Being an advocate for agriculture
is more important now than ever and
should be a part of everyone’s business plan. Develop your leadership
and advocacy skills and meet other
young farmers and ranchers from
around the state and around the nation by participating in the YF&R
Discussion Meet competitions.
Regular YF&R Discussion
Meet
This competition will be held Saturday, Nov. 18 during the General
Session of the WyFB Annual Meeting.
The state winner receives a $500
cash prize and an expense paid trip
to the American Farm Bureau Federation (AFBF) Jan. 5-10, 2018 Annual Meeting in Nashville, Tenn.
Collegiate YF&R Discussion
Meet
Any Wyoming college student
with an interest in agriculture is eligible to participate. A major in agriculture is not required for competition. The state winner receives a
$300 cash prize and an expense paid
trip to the AFBF Feb. 16-19, 2018
national competition in Reno, Nev.
to compete for college scholarships.
More information
Topics and rules are available
at wyfb.org. Regular Discussion
Meet applications and Collegiate
Discussion Meet applications must
be postmarked by Nov. 1, 2017.
Contact WyFB YF&R Coordinator Kerin Clark at 307.532.2002 or
kclark@wyfb.org with questions.

District committee members
serve two-year terms and the at
large position serves a one year
term. Potential committee members must be between the ages of
18-35 and a regular Farm Bureau
member. Those interested should

notify your county president to request an application and nomination form or contact Kerin Clark at
307.532.2002 or kclark@wyfb.org.
Application and nomination forms
are also available at: www.wyfb.
org/yfr/committee
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WyFB sponsors Supreme Beef and Supreme
Sheep winners at Wyoming State Fair
By Kerin Clark
Youth are our future in agriculture.
Each year the Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation is proud to sponsor
the Wyoming State Fair and various
youth awards. As part of our sponsorship, WyFB sponsored the belt buckles for the Supreme Ewe, Supreme
Ram, Supreme Beef Female and Supreme Bull and also provided $100
add-on premium for each winner.
“Breeding programs are the foun-

dation of livestock farms and ranches,” said Ken Hamilton, WyFB Executive Vice President. “We wanted
to show our support for agriculture
youth through our sponsorship of
these youth shows.”
Additionally, WyFB sponsors the
Hay Show at the Wyoming State Fair
as well as provides $100 prizes to
the Grand Champion Market Beef,
Grand Champion Market Swine and
Grand Champion Lamb.

Paige Miller, of Goshen County, won the Supreme Champion Female at the
2017 Wyoming State Fair Youth Beef Show. Wyoming Farm Bureau Director
of Public and Government Affairs Brett Moline, along with Wyoming FFA State
Ofﬁcers, presented the awards. Kerin Clark photo.

Blair Sanchez, of Uinta County, won
the Supreme Champion Ram at
the 2017 Wyoming State Fair Youth
Sheep Show. Wyoming Farm Bureau
Director of Public and Government
Affairs Brett Moline presented the
awards. Kellie Chichester, UW Extension/Niobrara County, photo.

Sage Romsa, of Natrona County,
won the Supreme Champion Ewe at
the 2017 Wyoming State Fair Youth
Sheep Show. Wyoming Farm Bureau
Director of Public and Government
Affairs Brett Moline presented the
awards. Kellie Chichester, UW Extension/Niobrara County, photo.

Tinley Pierson, of Johnson County, won the Supreme Champion Bull at
the 2017 Wyoming State
Fair Youth Beef Show.
Wyoming Farm Bureau
Director of Public and
Government Affairs Brett
Moline, along with Wyoming FFA State Ofﬁcers,
presented the awards.
Kerin Clark photo.

New John Deere Mower-Conditioners
(Excluding Triple-Mounted Mower-Conditioners)

0% APR

48 MO

*

* Offer available on purchases made between 01 August 2017 and 27 October 2017. Subject to approved installment credit with John Deere Financial and for agricultural-use only. 20% down payment may be required. 0% for 48 months only. Sales made to government agencies, company direct sales or other businesses/agencies that participate in John Deere’s Special Discount
Program or Rental Business Program are not eligible. Some restrictions apply and special rates and terms may be available, so see your dealer for complete details and financing options. Offer is available only on new equipment and only at participating United States dealers; prices, models and savings may vary by dealer and are in U.S. dollars.

7917 Hutchins Dr
Cheyenne, WY 82007
www.4RiversEquipment.com

September 2017

Page 7

Endangered Species Act Reform
--Western Governors Association initiative and recommendations
By Kerin Clark
David Willms with Wyoming Governor Matt Mead’s ofﬁce spoke about
Endangered Species Act (ESA) reform
at the American Farm Bureau Federation Western Region Presidents and
Administrators Meeting hosted by
the Wyoming Farm Bureau early August in Laramie. Willms spoke about
the newest recommendations from
the Western Governors Association
(WGA) on ESA reform and talked
about the path to move forward for
implementing these recommendations
with Congress and the Administration.
Willms explained it was important
to Governor Mead to have a multiyear initiative that would still move on
after his chairmanship ended. According to Willms, the ﬁrst year of the initiative started with a 30,000 foot view
to start the dialogue about improving
the ESA. “It started with diverse group
of stakeholders identifying challenges
to implementation of the Act,” Willms
said. “After several work sessions and
webinars, the Western Governor’s
unanimously adopted a policy resolution for species conservation and the
ESA. The resolution identiﬁed ways to
improve the ESA and its implementation, but didn’t specify the mechanism
to accomplish the objectives.”
The second year of the initiative
held a series of meetings with 4050 people in the room to discuss in
more detail those solutions identiﬁed in the ﬁrst year’s resolution. The
Governor wanted to see practical and
achievable solutions for improving
the ESA and species conservation
through statute and regulation. “We
tried to come as close to consensus
as possible on a series of recommendations for the Governors’ consideration.” he continued. “Though not all
participants agreed on every recommendation, the results of the discussions were sent to Governors in May
of 2017. Governors took these results
and used them to inform an amendment to their 2016 resolution that
they adopted in June of 2017.”
These documents laid out a series
of proposed statutory, regulatory, and
funding recommendations. Regarding
the statutory recommendations Willms
said, “For decades we’ve watched bills
that propose amendments to the ESA
fail. Our hope is that by engaging in
this collaborative process, we have
identiﬁed a series of 2-3 legislative solutions that Congress may consider.”
The Western Governors’ Year Two
Principles propose the following statutory amendments to address these
three issues:1) deadlines that lead to
mass petitions and litigation; 2) critical
habitat designations; and 3) recovery

planning and the time it takes to get to
a plan. The entire recommendation is
available at www.westgov.org.
Section 4 amendments
The ﬁrst recommendation is to
amend section 4 of the ESA. Section
4 is the listing provision of the Act that
has a ﬁve factor test for whether a species warrants listing or not and also has
the 90 day and 12 month deadlines.
According to Willms, the failure
of the US Fish and Wildlife Service
to meet the statutory 90 day and 12
month deadlines is the greatest source
of litigation under the ESA.
“Groups are ﬁling petitions and the
Service can’t respond within the statutorily imposed deadlines so groups sue
and then the federal government settles; hence the sue and settle concept,”
Willms said. “We went from having
no more than 35 petitions received by
the service in any single year between
1982-2003 to in some cases several
hundred received in a single year since
2003.”
“This was a legal strategy to overwhelm the agency; knowing the agency couldn’t respond in the time allotted.
Once the agency missed the deadline,
the groups could sue and settle which
allowed those groups to then help set
priorities of the agency through the
court system,” he continued.
Willms noted one consistent theme
that arose from this Initiative is that
ESA listings should be based on best
available science. “The deadlines in
Section 4 are not rooted in science,”
Willms said. “When the ESA passed
in 1973 there were no deadlines, but in
1982 Congress created deadlines out
of political necessity at the time.”
To address this ﬁrst recommendation two possible alternatives are being
recommended. “First is to amend Section 4 to create regulatory ﬂexibility
for the Service to create prioritization
schedules for dealing with petitions,”
he explained.
“The second alternative is meant
to address some groups concern with
providing the Service that much ﬂexibility,” Willms said. “This alternative
would amend section 4 to carve out
speciﬁc exceptions to the 12 month review process.”
“The three categories for exceptions
to the 12 month process would be: 1)
data deﬁciency; 2) on the ground conservation is already in place or being
developed; and 3) species for which
listing would provide limited conservation beneﬁt in the foreseeable future,” he explained.
Critical habitat designation
“Under the WGA proposal the Secretary would have to designate critical
habitat, unless he determines that such

designation is not critical to recovery
of the species,” Willms stated. “We
can still have these designations but
they should mean something and if the
Secretary does designate critical habitat for species recovery it would need
to be tied to a recovery plan.”
Recovery planning
“The third statutory change recommendation is to make recovery planning mandatory but give states the
opportunity to lead the recovery team
and recovery plan development and
implementation,” Willms explained.
“The Service contends that it does not
have resources to do timely recovery
plans so to the extent the states have
the capacity and want to do it; we think
states should be leading the charge on
recovery planning.”
According to Willms, thirty percent
of listed species do not have a recovery plan. “The research is out there that
suggests species with recovery plans
recover faster and more efﬁciently
than those without,” he said. “If you
don’t know what is needed to recover,
states are not as willing to invest when
a target is unknown.”
Willms explained in Wyoming the
Canada Lynx is listed as threatened
although conﬁrmed sightings are rare.
“The Canada Lynx has been listed for
17 years and we still don’t have a recovery plan in place. $8,000 per year
is spent on Canada Lynx where by
comparison we spend a quarter million on black footed ferret recovery
and over $2 million spent on grizzly
bears. These are species that had or
have active recovery plans with targets
towards delisting.”
An additional component of this
recommendation is to delay the opportunity for judicial review of a delist-

David Willms (left) with Wyoming
Governor Matt Mead’s ofﬁce spoke
on Endangered Species Act Reform
at the AFBF Western Region Presidents and Administrators meeting.
The Wyoming Farm Bureau hosted
the meeting. WyFB Todd Fornstrom
(right) thanked Willms for speaking to
the group. Kerin Clark photo.

ing rule until the end of the statutorily
mandated post-delisting monitoring
plan. “Right now the lawsuits are
based on prospective harm,” Willms
said. “Rather than suing on what they
think is going to happen why not have
lawsuits based on actual data collected
while the states are managing the recovered species. States take their obligation to managing wildlife seriously.
No species delisted due to recovery
has ever been relisted.”
These recommendations have been
developed with input from a variety
of groups around the Western states
and the country. “We hope to continue
working with these diverse groups,
states, local government and the federal government to implement these
pragmatic and reasonable recommendations so that the ESA works better
for wildlife and for people,” Willms
concluded.

HAS YOUR ADDRESS CHANGED?
Please help us save costs and continue delivering this paper to you by
updating your address.
Options to update your address:
1. Email mdigby@wyfb.org
2. Call 307-721-7719
3. Clip and mail this form to WyFB,
ATTN: Address Change, PO Box 1348,
Laramie, WY 82073
Member(s) Name:________________________________________________________________
Old Address:_____________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
New Address:____________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
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Future of agriculture
From page 1

love so much of agriculture,” Du- tional convention and give our lobvall explained. A Georgia farmer, byists a road map,” he explained.
Duvall knows firsthand what it “When they sit in a meeting they
means to take time away from the are sharing what our farmers have
farm and also understands the is- told us they want. Without the
sues facing farmers
policy and without
like his family.
the membership
President
Dubeing involved our
vall
emphasized
people that work in
“No farmer or rancher
that Farm Bureau
Washington, D.C.
wants to leave the farm
is working hard
wouldn’t have that
and go to a meeting but
for every farmer
direction.”
what they need to underand rancher in the
“Our policy destand is if you want somecountry. “We need
velopment process
body to speak for you evfor you to be a part
is sacred to us,”
ery day then you want to
of our organizaDuvall continued.
make sure they know what
tion so your voice
“It is so important
you’re thinking. It is so
can be heard,” He
and only as good
important for every farmer
continued. “No one
as the people that
and rancher to be involved
wants to leave their
are involved at the
with the policy developfarm; they don’t
grassroots level.”
ment process.”—AFBF
think they have
He emphasized
President and Georgia
time. A day with
it is essential to
Farmer Zippy Duvall
the Wyoming Farm
have a wide diBureau or your county Farm Bu- verse group of people to be able
reau is time well spent to be able to set Farm Bureau policy. “No
to help shape the future of this in- farmer or rancher wants to leave
dustry for our children and grand- the farm and go to a meeting but
children.”
what they need to understand is if
Duvall explained the importance you want somebody to speak for
of farmers and ranchers attending you every day then you want to
county, district and state meetings to make sure they know what you’re
set policy for the organization. “As thinking. It is so important for
farmers and ranchers come together every farmer and rancher to be
in those conventions and set poli- involved with the policy developcies those policies go onto our na- ment process.”

“

NAFTA

From page 2

gress, the White House and government
agencies so they know what our priorities for NAFTA are, and what we need
to make them happen. We are eager for
U.S. trade negotiators to take a seat at
the table and are conﬁdent they will represent the needs of America’s farmers
and ranchers. In fact, President Trump
has committed to farmers and ranchers
that a renegotiated NAFTA will make
U.S. agricultural trade even better than
it has been these last 24 years.
We are glad to see that continued
market access remains the top objective for agriculture in the administration’s NAFTA strategy. Even though
NAFTA has been positive for agriculture as a whole, there are individual
commodities or ag sectors facing trade
challenges with our neighboring countries. An updated agreement needs to
resolve disputes over fresh produce
and horticultural products with Mex-



ico. It should also reduce or eliminate
tariffs on dairy, poultry, and eggs in
Canada. A truly modernized NAFTA
will use science-based rules that prevent and resolve unfair trade barriers
allegedly erected in the name of protecting animal, plant or human health.
International trade has given farmers and ranchers partnerships and business relationships with people all over
the world. The boost in business abroad
bolsters our industry and creates more
jobs here at home. Successful trade
agreements beneﬁt all parties involved
by setting the highest standard of trade
rules and improving competitiveness.
AFBF together with Canada’s and
Mexico’s largest farm organizations
all agree that NAFTA has been a huge
success for North American agriculture. We even sent a joint letter to our
respective governments stressing the
importance of NAFTA to the farm
Visit www.wyfb.org for Facebook links to
Wyoming Farm Bureau
and
WyFB Young Farmers and Ranchers

County government and citizens
From page 1

partment of Interior and will be nominated to be the director of the Bureau of Land Management (BLM).
She told attendees that being engaged and having county land use
plans is critical. “Strengthening the
connection between local governments and federal agencies is very
important,” Budd-Falen said.
“Getting local governments more
involved in making land management decisions is a huge passion
of mine,” she continued. “I would
be excited to go to work every day,
put together executive orders and
proposed rulemaking and talk about
some of these ideas to get better involvement with local governments.”
She explained the BLM needs
to consider economics and the local
custom and cultures when conducting rulemaking and that is one of the
many reasons why local government
involvement is essential. “One issue I
worked on during the transition, and
assuming I get through Senate conﬁrmation I will continue to work on, is
strengthening the connection between
local governments and federal agencies,” Budd-Falen explained. “The
Federal Land Policy and Management Act (FLPMA) and the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
require it and I think there needs to be
much more local government to federal government interaction.”
“I realize they are public lands
and I realize all Americans have the
ability to comment on Environmental Impact Statements,” she continued. “If you look at consistency review and cooperating agency status
rules they give local governments
the ability to participate before the
general public ever gets involved
and we need to push now more than
ever for local governments to have
something for agencies to coordinate
with on land use plans.”
According to Budd-Falen, FLPMA says that if local governments
have a land use plan in place but
they’ve never informed the BLM
then there isn’t any legal requirement
economy in all three countries.
We want to see the U.S. and our
trade partners become global leaders
in setting market-driven and sciencebased terms for trade. To that end,
AFBF has the distinct honor of hosting
the 38th biennial North American and
European Union Agricultural Conference this fall. Hosting such a prestigious global event here in Washington,
D.C., gives us an opportunity to build
lasting relationships and friendships to
help further opportunities for U.S. agriculture in the global market.

for the BLM to work with local governments. “Local governments need
to take the ﬁrst step and be ready to
describe the local custom and culture
and have policies in place,” she said.
“Having really good data from the
local level will help agencies make
better decisions,” she continued.
Budd-Falen explained that Department of Interior Secretary Zinke
wants to get the BLM moved back
out West. “People would have much
better access to the people that are
managing the federal lands if the
BLM employees were working in a
place much closer than D.C.,” she
stated. “The truth is the BLM needs
to be a better neighbor and realize
its mission is to allow multiple use.
I believe the President and Secretary Zinke are very intent on getting
these changes made and pushing the
middle level of bureaucracy down
and having people on the ground to
manage the resource.”
According to Budd-Falen, streamlining the permit process is also one
of President Trump’s goals. “They
want to create regional centers where
you have EPA, BLM, FS and USFWS all in the same place,” she explained. “The goal is to get decision
makers in the same place within a
region out West to be more efﬁcient
and make bureaucracy more accessible by citizens.”
Faster decision-making is another
area that needs addressed in the bureaucracy. She used an example of
how a permittee had been requesting an action and would never get a
decision from the BLM. “I’ve told
the Secretary that even if the answer
is no just tell the permittee because
then they can adjust and move on
rather than being in an endless loop
of maybe, maybe, maybe for over
four years,” she explained.
Budd-Falen asked the group to get
together and really look at some of
the issues that need addressed. “D.C.
needs to hear from you all to make it
easier to live with the bureaucracy,”
she said.
Free trade, while positive, also can
be disruptive. It rejiggers markets once
thought to be predictable. It might
even lead us to change what we grow.
But one thing it almost always does is
give America’s highly productive and
efﬁcient farmers and ranchers an edge
in the global economy. It reﬂects one
of the most positive aspects of farmers the world over: our ability to come
together and ﬁnd strength in our differences. It drives growth in our industry
and expands access to safe and sustainable products at home and abroad.
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WWW.WYFB.ORG

or contact Julie Johnson-Doyle at (307) 721—7723.

CASE IH // GRAINGER // HERTZ // AVIS

CHECK WITH YOUR MOUNTAIN
WEST FARM BUREAU AGENT TO
SEE IF YOU
QUALIFY FOR A
DISCOUNT ON
POLICY PREMIUM

IN SCHOLARSHIPS FOR
ENTERING COLLEGE FRESHMAN
& SOPHOMORES

Industrial Products. Qualtiy Brands.
EXCUSIVELY FROM GRAINGER
Visit grainger.com/exclusivebrands
Call 1-800-GRAINGER to order today!
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WWW.WYFB.ORG

or contact Julie Johnson-Doyle at (307) 721—7723.

CATERPILLAR // HOTELS // OFFICE // HEALTH // IDENTITY THEFT

Page 12

September 2017

Strengthen your future by becoming a member of the

Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation Family
WE WORK TO:


LIMIT TAXES AND GOVERNMENT
SPENDING



LIMIT UNNECESSARY AND
COSTLY REGULATIONS



ENSURE ACCESS TO TOOLS
THAT ARE ESSENTIAL TO THE
SUCCESS OF YOUR FARM OR
RANCH



PROVIDE LEARNING AND
LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
THROUGH BOARD MEETINGS,
WORKSHOPS, COUNTY,
DISTRICT, AND STATE
MEETINGS, AND THE

YOUNG

FARMER & RANCHER PROGRAM

ONE UNITED VOICE FOR

AGRICULTURE
WWW.WYFB.ORG
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News from the
County Farm Bureaus

New taxes and tax increases
From page 1

Crook County Farm
Bureau Picnic
Submitted by Pam Thompson
Farm Bureau Federation members and friends gathered for the yearly
picnic. This year the picnic was hosted by the Sunny Divide Chapter and
held at the Hulett Park on July 11.
Members and guests enjoyed a great meal, fellowship and some fun
games for the kids including water balloons and wheelbarrow races. A
few pictures from the event show how we are all Farm Bureau Proud.

Raenell Taylor and
Trayden, Future and
Present Farm Bureau
Proud. Pam Thompson photo.

construction ﬁrms. Taxing only businesses doing over $25 million in sales
was discussed. Setting the $25 million
threshold would exempt most businesses, but could hit large box stores,
some banks, insurance and other large
businesses.
Currently, most services in Wyoming are tax exempt, such as lawyers,
accountants, banks, etc. Removing this
exemption would increase revenues to
the State, counties, cities, and towns.
Increasing the State rate one percentage point was also discussed.
Property tax valuation rate increases were also discussed. Industrial
rates would increase from 11.5 to 13.5
percent. Valuation rates for residential, agricultural, commercial, and all
other properties, except for mineral,
would increase from 9.5 to 11.5 percent. Increased valuation rates would
increase revenue to the counties, cities,
schools and other special districts, not
the State.
Taxes on alcoholic beverages and
tobacco products were also discussed.
Wyoming currently has the lowest tax
rates on these products. Cigarette tax
increases were not pursued due to the
problem of having non-stamped ciga-

rettes being sold on the Wind River
Reservation.
No private industry testiﬁed in favor
of any of the tax increases. Sales taxes
are not paid by businesses. The businesses collect the taxes from customers, and remit to the state. Increasing
sales tax rates or removing exemptions
will be paid by customers.
Increased property valuations will,
of course, increase the cost of doing
business in Wyoming. Most businesses will pass the increased cost
on to their customers through higher
prices. Agriculture cannot do this.
Farmers and ranchers will have to
settle for lower net income by paying
the tax essentially twice. First will be
the direct tax increase on agricultural
property. The second will be the increased costs of other businesses increasing prices.
Wyoming Farm Bureau policy opposes any tax increase. This was the
stance taken at the August 2-3 meeting. This committee will meet again
in Buffalo, WY, September 12-13. Let
your Farm Bureau voice be heard by
contacting your local legislator and expressing your stance against increasing
taxes.

Under New Ownership

A&B

WyFB Media and Member Relations
Director and Farm Bureau Friend Tatum visiting with Farm Bureau members. Pam Thompson photo.

Suzette and Perry Livingston at the
picnic. Pam Thompson photo.

Phone: (307) 672-9001 • Fax: 307.674.5110
Email: info@abbuildings.com
www.abbuildings.com
82 East Ridge Rd. • P.O. Box 2025 • Sheridan, WY 82801

Commercial - Agriculture - Residenal

Crook County Farm
Bureau awards
scholarships
Submitted by Della Hawken
Crook County Farm Bureau Federation awarded a $1000 scholarship
to Katie Rathburn, daughter of Tony
and Tamie Rathburn of the Hulett
area. She plans to attend Casper
College and pursue classes in Agribusiness and Auto body Repair and
Technology.
A 2nd $1000 scholarship was

BUILDINGS
& SUPPLIES

awarded to Jessica Ryan, daughter of Scott and Tami Ryan of the
Sundance area. She plans to attend
Gillette College to pursue a career
in nursing.
The alternate is Josie Bailey,
daughter of Justin and Sherry Bailey
of the Moorcroft area.
Our congratulations to these very
deserving recipients.

• General Contractor
• Steel Frame Buildings
• Stud Frame Buildings
• Post Frame Buildings
• Structural Insulated
Panel Buildings
• Building Material
Packages
• Building Repairs/
Remodels
• Windows & Doors

• Overhead Doors &
Repairs
• Seamless Guers
• Steel Rooﬁng
• Ground/Site Prep
• Design/Build with CAD
Capability
• Micro Rain Sprinkler
Systems
• Equal Opportunity
Employer

• Locally Owned and Operated
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Wyoming Classifieds
NOTICE
CLASSIFIED POLICY:
1) Wyoming Farm Bureau members are entitled to free classiﬁed advertising in this publication for the
purpose of selling items they grow
or make themselves, selling used machinery or household items, for posting wanted advertising. Real estate
sales not included. Each member family is entitled to two (2) free ads per
month, for 3 months, of up to 40 words
each. Member ads will be accepted by
mail at PO Box 685, Torrington, WY
82240 or e-mail to kclark@wyfb.org.
Please include member’s name and
county.
2) Non-Wyoming Farm Bureau
members and WyFB members acting
as agents or dealers of products produced outside the member’s family
may purchase commercial classiﬁed
advertising at $0.50 per word, at a
minimum of $5.00 per ad. Discounts:
5% for 4 to 9 insertions, 10% for 10
or more insertions. Commercial ads
must be submitted in writing, and an
agreement regarding payment must be
made between Farm Bureau and the
advertiser.
DEADLINE:
Ads should be received by the 3rd
Tuesday of the month in order to appear
in the next month’s issue. Advertisers
are asked to check your ad and report

WYOMING
WYOMING
LIVESTOCK
LIVESTOCK

any errors. Contact: Email kclark@
wyfb.org or call 307.532.2002. Paid
ads must be mailed, typed or neatly
printed, together with any payment
due, to Wyoming Agriculture, Farm
Bureau, P.O. Box 685, Torrington, WY
82240. Free ads must be resubmitted
by mail or e-mail after running three
months. Ads for which there is payment due will run according to agreement between Wyoming Farm Bureau
and the advertiser. Advance payment
is preferred for ﬁrst-time advertisers.
NOTE:
The appearance of any ad in Wyoming Agriculture does not constitute
an endorsement or approval of the
product or service offered. The advertiser is liable for content of the
advertisement and any claims arising
therefrom against this publication.
The Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation reserves the right to refuse any
advertising not considered in keeping
with its publication’s standards.

2011 JOHN DEERE 7430 PREMIUM $98,000. 1420 hours, 166 hp,
IVT Transmission, 165 PTO hp Like

EQUIPMENT

Howard Carson, Cheyenne; Greg
Carter, Cheyenne; Jason Wasserburger, Cheyenne; Teresa Johansen, Cheyenne; Lorraine Martinez, Cheyenne;
Brett Reher, Cheyenne; Steven; Spurrier, Cheyenne; Pat Mahlman, Cheyenne

FOR SALE: FRUEHAUF FLATBED SEMI TRAILER, 48 ft. x
102 inches with 5 ft. hay extension,
tandem axle with air ride. $4,500.
307.575.9388.
JOHN DEERE 1947 RESTORED. New rear tires. Like new.
With original operators manual. 307629-0871.

new condition, stored indoors Contact
Manu Delaunay @ 307-851-9219.

New Members
ALBANY

NATRONA

Gabriel Mcdonald, Laramie

CAMPBELL

Emily Runge, Casper; Molly Jurgensen,
Casper

PARK

Taylor Reynolds, Rozet

CARBON
Valerie Lascano, Rawlins; Robin D
Clark, Rawlins; Scott Fivas, Rawlins;
Kevin Lanham, Laramie; Eloisa Martinez,
Rawlins; Joshua R Williams, Rawlins

Nicole Norwood, Cody; Nathan Winninger/ Winninger Livestock LLC, Powell; Mandy Jo Venable, Powell; James
Bratten, Deaver; Carl R Dorothy, Powell; Julie Owens, Cody

CONVERSE

SHERIDAN

Russell S c h a u b, D o u g l a s; D a v i d
Dean, Douglas; Rocky Foy, Douglas

Amy Steel, Sheridan; Rick Rayevich,
Sheridan

FREMONT

SUBLETTE

Christopher Burton, Lander; Dace
Cooper, Riverton; John Dunsworthy,
Lander; Leesa Fehring, Riverton

Donald Jensen, Boulder; Lloyd
Blanchard, Boulder; Thomas Fenno,
Bondurant; Taylor Nicholas, Big Piney

GOSHEN
Peggy Hill, Lingle; Kathleen Ochsner,
Torrington

WESTON
Kevin Kitch, Newcastle

LARAMIE

LINCOLN
Ron Brunski, Kemmerer

ROUNDUP
ROUNDUP

The Cannnonball
Bale Bed, a bale
bed like no other.

Wyoming's only weekly publication devoted to
Wyoming's
only
publication
to
agriculture,
theweekly
Wyoming
Livestockdevoted
Roundup
agriculture,
the
Wyoming
Livestock
Roundup
reaches the majority of the state's agricultural
reaches the
majority
of the state's
agricultural
producers.
We
have subscribers
from
Jackson to
producers.
We have
subscribers
from
Jackson to
Pine Bluffs
and from
Hulett to
Evanston.
Bluffs
and from
Hulett
Evanston.dealer
Every Pine
major
livestock
auction
andtoimplement
Every
major
and implement
dealer
in the
statelivestock
regularlyauction
advertises
in the Roundup.
in Advertising
the state regularly
advertises
in
the
Roundup.
rates and subscriptions can be
Advertising
rates
and subscriptions
can be
obtained
by calling
800-967-1647
or 307-234-2700.
obtained by calling 800-967-1647 or 307-234-2700.

The Cannonball Bale Bed is a pick up truck mounted bale bed that lets you work quicker and
easier. With our feature rich truck bed, you gain much more value for your dollar.

Features Include:
• Patented dump feature - handle hay and dump materials from the comfort of your cab
• Independent arm action - move the arms separately or in tandem for easier bale retrieval
when stacked end to end
• Free-float arm system - unroll hay while maintaining full contact with the ground over
rough terrain, allowing even distribution of feed and reducing waste

Skyline Implement
2012 Skyline Dr.
Sheridan, WY 82801
(307) 672-0966
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We make insurance simple.
®

Call today to see how we make it simple to protect your family, home, car and business.

BUFFALO
NICK SMITH LUTCF
307-684-1300

CHEYENNE
JASON BELL
307-632-9008

CODY
JEANNA KENNEDY
307-587-9669

CODY
LUKE HOPKIN
307-587-9669

GLENROCK
DOMINIC MADIA
307-436-8402

KEMMERER
TAMEY PETERNAL
307-877-5582

LANDER
JAKE HUHNKE
307-332-3295

NEWCASTLE
CLYDE BAYNE
ALSO CROP INSURANCE
307-746-4471

TORRINGTON
CHUCK CURRY
307-532-3610

WORLAND
TOM ALLRED
307-347-3583

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. Mountain West Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company/Laramie, WY. *Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services MC035 (9‐16)
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Obituary

Merle Hamilton
December 30, 1925-August 13, 2017
Merle Hamilton unsaddled his
horse for the last time on August 13,
2017. After 91 years working in agriculture he lost his battle with lung
and brain cancer and the sands of
time. Merle Chester Hamilton was
born December 30, 1925 in Bowman, North Dakota to Chester A. and
Myra L. Hamilton. Merle joined his
older brother, Lyle and later two sisters, Virginia Hamilton Lissolo and
Maxine Hamilton Singletary joined
the family.
They lived on a small ranch
south of Bowman until 1936 when
a combination of drought and the
depression forced them to leave.
The family moved to Tinton, South
Dakota where his dad worked in an
underground mine, and then a short
time later they had an opportunity
to move to a ranch north of Osage,
Wyoming.
Merle attended rural school
through his grade school years
and then attended high school in

Newcastle where he graduated in dad, Stanley, they bought the inter1943. Shortly after graduation he ests of ranch from Harvey Walters
and Margaret Walters
joined the U.S. Navy
and renamed the ranch
and was stationed at
Hamilton Ranch.
Port Chicago in San
Livestock and range
Francisco. He was honwere important to Merorably discharged in
le and he spent a lot of
1946.
time and effort conAfter returning home
tinuing to improve the
to the ranch north of
range for the livestock.
Osage, he enrolled at
Putting in fences in arthe University of Wyoeas that would help the
ming in the fall of 1946.
range and developing
He graduated from the
University in 1950 with
Merle Hamilton water sources to help
with distribution of
a degree in Animal Scilivestock. He always admired peoence.
That is where he met his future ple who were good with livestock.
wife, Eleanor Walters. They were He enjoyed good cattle, sheep, horsmarried after her graduation in 1951. es and dogs.
Merle and Eleanor had two chilAt that time he was employed as the
dairy herdsman at the state tubercu- dren, Keith and Ken.
Merle served on the board of dilosis sanitarium in Sanator, South
Dakota. In the spring they left to rectors of the Wyoming Wool Growreturn to Hyattville and the Walters ers Association. He also served on
Ranch. After the death of Eleanor’s the Hyattville School Board for a

number of years. He was a member
of the Hyattville Methodist Church.
He was survived by his wife, Eleanor of Hyattville; his sons, Keith
(Linda) Hamilton of Hyattville and
Ken (Kathy) Hamilton of Laramie;
his grandchildren, Diane (Curt)
Cox of Casper, Douglas (Michelle)
Hamilton of Worland, and Ian Hamilton of Sheridan in addition to his
four great-grandchildren, Carter and
Cooper Cox of Casper and Aspyn
and Burgess Hamilton of Worland.
He was preceded in death by his
mother and father; his two sisters,
Maxine and Virginia; and his brother, Lyle.
Services were held at the Hyattville Community Center on Saturday, August 19, 2017. Memorials
can be made to the Hyattville Community Center or the Hyattville Fire
Department.
Atwood Family Funeral Directors
assisted the family with the arrangements.
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Share your story—Taxes, Regulatory Reform and WOTUS
Lawmakers need to hear about
the challenges you face so Farm
Bureau can push for solutions that
will help everyone in agriculture. If
you’ve been affected by tax issues,
an out-of-control regulatory system,
water issues or other problems that
have made it difﬁcult or impossible to continue to run your farm or
ranch, please let the American Farm
Bureau Federation know.
We want to hear your personal
stories so we can work with Congress to ﬁnd solutions. Your stories
help Farm Bureau educate Congress
on key issues. Share your tax, regulatory & water challenges today by
visiting wyfb.org and clicking on
the “Share Your Story” picture link
to take you to AFBF’s page.

Poll: Tax Reform Needed for Farmers and America
From AFBF FBNews August 9, 2017
A commanding majority of Ameri- tax treatment due to the combination of
can voters support tax reform, a nation- challenges and risks that are speciﬁc to
wide poll shows, while most voters also agriculture. That sentiment was shared
support tax changes that would beneﬁt across party lines.
America’s farm and ranch families.
The poll also included the following
The survey conducted by Morning ﬁndings concerning speciﬁc tax proviConsult found that seven out of 10 vot- sions:
ers agreed passing tax reform legislation
• A strong majority (73 percent) supshould be a priority for Congress. More ports the ability of small businesses to
than half of voters polled also expressed write off business-related expenses.
support for speciﬁc tax reform provi• Voters overwhelmingly support (81sions that would beneﬁt farmers and 7 percent) allowing small businesses to
ranchers, such as:
deduct equipment purchases in the year
• Allowing farmers to deduct ma- the purchase is made.
chinery purchases in the year those pur• Voters support reducing the capital
chases are made;
gains tax (54- 26 percent).
• Allowing farmers and ranchers to
• Three in ﬁve voters (61-18 percent)
average their income;
say farmland that is sold to a member
• Decreasing capital gains taxes; and of the next generation should be exempt
• Repealing the estate tax.
from capital gains taxes.
“Americans are ready for tax reform,
• Three in ﬁve voters (60-23 percent)
and many know the toll that taxes take say farmers or small businesses should
on our farm and ranch families,” AFBF not pay taxes on equipment sales if
President Zippy Duvall said. “Congress money goes toward replacement.
must take action to provide tax relief,
• By a 17-point margin, voters say
and farmers and ranchers will be shar- farmers should not pay taxes when they
ing that message with their lawmakers sell farmland and use the money to buy
until this job gets done.”
different farmland.
Tax rates are one key area ripe for
• A strong majority (64 percent) supreform, according to the Morning Con- ports repealing the estate tax.
sult poll. A majority of voters polled (63
• Three in four voters (74 percent)
percent) say federal income tax rates are support allowing farmers to deduct intoo high. Seventy-two percent of voters terest paid on business loans.
support lower federal income tax rates
• Three in ﬁve voters (58-19 percent)
for farmers, a matter supported strong- said farmers and ranchers should be ally across party lines. There was even lowed to average their incomes for tax
greater support for lower federal income purposes due to wide variations in antax rates for individuals (82 percent), nual income.
small businesses (80 percent) and famMorning Consult conducted the onily owned businesses (77 percent).
line survey of 1,996 registered voters
By a 3-1 margin (52-18 percent) from July 20 - July 24, 2017, on behalf
voters overwhelmingly recognize that of AFBF. Results from the full survey
the current U.S. tax system is unfair to have a margin of error of +/- 2%.
farmers in many regards. Two in three
More information about agriculture
voters went so far as to say that farmers and tax reform is available at: www.
and ranchers should be extended special fb.org/taxreform.

Distinguished Service and Farm Bureau
Leadership Award nominations due no
later than Oct. 16th
Nominations for the Wyoming
Farm Bureau Distinguished Service and Farm Bureau Leadership
Awards are due in the state ofﬁce no later than Oct. 16th. These
awards recognize those individuals/couples who have devoted
much time to the betterment of
agriculture in Wyoming and the
Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation.
Nominees for the “Distinguished Service Award” must
be active in Farm Bureau and/or
other areas that relate directly to
agricultural interests.
Nominees for the “Farm Bureau Leadership Award” must
be an agricultural operator and active on a statewide basis.
Nominations may be made by
any county Farm Bureau. Only

one nomination per award may
be made by the county. Judging
for these awards will be handled
by the Administrative Advisory
Committee of the Wyoming
Farm Bureau Federation Board
of Directors. This committee is
not limited to considering only
those nominated by participating county Farm Bureaus, but
may make an independent selection.
The nomination award form is
available at wyfb.org, by clicking
on the speciﬁc day of October 16th
under the Calendar of Events.
The awards will be presented
at the WyFB Annual Meeting on
Nov. 17th during the evening banquet. Contact McKenzi Digby at
307-721-7719 or mdigby@wyfb.
org for more details.

Outstanding Membership Worker Award
nominations due no later than Oct. 16th
Nominations for the Wyoming
Farm Bureau Outstanding Membership Awards are due in the
state ofﬁce no later than Oct. 16th.
This award recognizes those hard
workers in the state for their outstanding dedication and effort in
recruiting Wyoming Farm Bureau
Federation members. There are
three categories: 1) Volunteer; 2)

Agent; and 3) County Ofﬁce Staff.
The nomination award form is
available at wyfb.org, by clicking
on the speciﬁc day of October 16th
under the Calendar of Events.
The awards will be presented
at the WyFB Annual Meeting.
Contact McKenzi Digby at 307721-7719 or mdigby@wyfb.org
for more details.
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WyFB hosts AFBF Western Region Presidents and Administrators Meeting
The Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation hosted the 2017 American Farm
Bureau Federation (AFBF) Western
Region Presidents and Administrators
meeting July 31-Aug. 2 in Laramie.
The Western Region includes: Alaska,
Washington, Oregon, California, Idaho, Utah, Arizona, New Mexico, Montana, Wyoming, Colorado and Hawaii.
Current agriculture issues speakers and meetings were the main focus
of the meeting. See articles throughout this issue for a few of the speakers. During the meetings, spouses
and families were treated to tours and
events around Laramie.
Additionally, all attendees took
an afternoon to tour the NCARWyoming Supercomputing Center
- NWSC near Cheyenne and then
WyFB President Todd Fornstrom

and his wife Laura provided a tour of
the Fornstrom Feedlot and their Alfalfa Pellet Mill near Pine Bluffs. Attendees learned about the sheep and
cattle feedlot, farming in the area and
the alfalfa pellet mill while touring
the farm. The tour concluded with a
cream can dinner and birthday cake
to celebrate two birthdays at the Pine
Bluffs Park. The cream can dinner
was hosted by the Laramie County
Farm Bureau Federation and Dennis
Talich.
According to Ken Hamilton, WyFB
Executive Vice President, the meeting
is an opportunity for the western states
to get together and talk about issues
in their states. “We are able to also
discuss how to address those issues
that are common amongst the states,”
Hamilton stated.

AFBF Western Region Presidents (front row) and Administrators (back row) at
the 2017 Conference hosted by the Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation. Joining the group were AFBF President Zippy Duvall and AFBF Executive Vice
President Julie Anna Potts. Kerin Clark photo.

AFBF Executive Vice President Julie Anna Potts visits with Montana Farm Bureau President Hans McPherson and Wyoming Farm Bureau President Todd
Fornstrom. Kerin Clark photo.

Learning about the alfalfa pellet mill from WyFB President Todd Fornstrom. In
this picture are state Farm Bureau presidents from New Mexico, Utah, Idaho,
Wyoming and Arizona. Kerin Clark photo.
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Be conﬁdent.
When you’re covered by life insurance, you’re helping the most important people in your
world live their lives conﬁdently. So help them dream big, and enjoy your peace of mind.
No life insurance? Contact your agent to help you prepare for your future today!

www.fbfs.com

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company/West Des Moines, IA. LI182 (8-17)
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Can We Lease Your Land for Our Solar Farms?

Transmission Type Power Lines on Your Land? Lease to Us Today!

Large Power Lines on Your Property? Lease Us Your Land!

We Will Pay Up to $1,250 per Acre per Year
20 to 40 Yr. Lease
We Require Large Tracts of Land currently clear clean land (Over 150 Acres) w/ 3Phase Transmission Type Power Lines on the land for Our Solar Farms
Land Cannot be in Flood Zone or Have Wetlands Issues – Owner Must Retain Mineral Rights both above and below surface or have Executive Rights
No underground utilities including oil and gas lines within the proposed solar site

Long Term Land Leases Needed-(20 – 40 Years Up to $1,250 per Acre per Year)

CALL (828)-817-5400 or (828)-817-9101
Email Us at

InnovativeSolarFarms@gmail.com

Visit our website at www.InnovativeSolarFarms.com

