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Wyoming’s Data Trespass Law
WyFB 98th Annual Meeting
Nov. 16-18, 2017 in Cheyenne remanded back to District Court
By Kerin Clark
“Annual meeting is the heart and
soul of where we head for the next
year when working on issues impacting farmers and ranchers,” said
Todd Fornstrom, Laramie County
Farmer and Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation (WyFB) President.
“Policy development is what drives
our lobbyist’s work at the Wyoming
Legislature and at Congress.”

Farm Bureau’s grassroots policy
development is the strength of the
Federation. Wyoming farmers and
ranchers will grow the policy to the
next grassroots level, the state level,
at the WyFB Annual Meeting Nov.
16-18 in Cheyenne.
“The people who develop the policy are the ones in the trenches and
know what they have to deal with
See ‘Annual Meeting’ page 4

By Kerin Clark
On Sept. 7, 2017 the 10th Circuit
Court reversed the Wyoming District
Court decision regarding Western
Watershed Project’s (WWP) challenge to Wyoming’s data trespass
law. The Court remanded the case
back to the Wyoming District Court
and held that section c of the law was
a violation of the Constitution’s 1st
amendment rights of free speech.

“We are very disappointed and
surprised by the ruling,” stated
Brett Moline, Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation (WyFB) Director
of Public and Government Affairs.
“The Wyoming Farm Bureau supported the law change in hopes to
strengthen private property rights in
Wyoming.”
“While we won’t know yet what
See ‘Data Trespass Law’ page 16

“Wyoming Needs Agriculture” event at UW Football Game raises awareness
--Putting a face on farmers and ranchers and raising donations for 2,128 meals

label

WYOMING AGRICULTURE

By Kerin Clark
A young girl stands with her siblings staring at the horse and calf
dummy awaiting the chance to try
her hand at swinging that rope inside
those panels. She is hesitant at ﬁrst,
but with the urging of her siblings
and the ranchers she swings her leg
up over that horse and gives it a
try. She is smiling from ear to ear
yet she hesitates to continue on the
rest of the course until a rancher’s
daughter leads the way. They run
the course together jumping over
barrels, throwing a ball into the back
of a Polaris Ranger, crawling under

panels, riding a stick horse through
the poles and ending with a target
shoot. The ear to ear smile continued throughout and after the course.
As she completed the course
she was given an “I met a rancher”
sticker to wear to the football game.
She had so much fun her siblings
decided to give it a try and wear a
A “Minute in
sticker too. They came back multiAgriculture”
features
ple times to have fun with Wyoming
ranchers. We can’t help but think
As part of the “Wyoshe will remember the fun time she
ming Needs Agriculhad with ranchers in Wyoming at the Albany County Rancher Kyle Berger stands by as ture” event, each of the
a young fan gives roping a try at the “Ranch Hand 12 football pre-game
football game.
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Time to get all of Rural America up to Speed
By Zippy Duvall, American Farm high-speed internet has become just as
Bureau Federation President
critical a pathway to customers near
When we start talking about infra- and far. That’s why Farm Bureau is
structure improvements,
urging the administration
most Americans can easto address rural America’s
ily think of a local highway
broadband needs as it dethey’d like to see widened
velops its infrastructure imand smoothed out or a nearprovement plan.
by bridge that needs upgradToo often, rural America
ing. Farmers and ranchers
has been left in the dust
are no exception when it
when it comes down to
comes to taking an interest
actual spending on infrain better roads, railways and
structure. Communications
waterways: We depend on
infrastructure is no differZippy Duvall
safe and reliable infrastrucent. We’re working to make
ture to get our products to market. But sure that the administration brings rural
in today’s fast-paced global economy,
See ‘Rural America’ page 7

Calendar of Events
October
2......... Southwest District Farm Bureau Annual Meeting at 9 a.m.—
Library in Kemmerer
2......... Wyoming State Fair Listening Session at 7 p.m.—Weston County
Event Center in Newcastle
3......... Wyoming State Fair Listening Session at 7 p.m.—Albany County
Fairgrounds in Laramie
4......... Wyoming State Fair Listening Session at 7 p.m.—Laramie
County Fairgrounds Building M in Cheyenne
5......... Southeast District Farm Bureau Annual Meeting at 10 a.m.—
Fairgrounds in Lusk
5......... Wyoming State Fair Listening Session at 7 p.m.—Goshen County
Fairgrounds in Torrington
7......... Natrona County Farm & Ranch Bureau Annual Dinner at 5:30
p.m.—Hangar Bar and Restaurant in Bar Nunn
7......... Hot Springs County Farm Bureau Meeting at 6:30 p.m.—Big
Horn Federal Credit Union in Thermopolis
9......... Wyoming State Fair Listening Session at 7 p.m.—Central
Wyoming Fairgrounds Indoor Arena Classrooms in Casper
10 ....... Wyoming State Fair Listening Session at 7 p.m.—Crook County
Fairgrounds in Sundance
11 ....... Wyoming State Fair Listening Session at 7 p.m.—Camplex
Energy Hall Conference Rooms in Gillette (TENTATIVE)
13 ....... Albany County Farm Bureau Annual Meeting at 5:30 p.m.—UW
Animal Science Building in Laramie
16 ....... Nomination deadline for WyFB Distinguished Service Award,
Leadership Award and Outstanding Membership Worker Awards
18 ....... Joint Agriculture Legislative Interim Committee Meeting
regarding Wyoming State Fair at 8 a.m.--Douglas
27....... Park County Farm Bureau Annual Meeting at 6 p.m.

November
1......... WyFB Annual Meeting Pre-Registration Deadline
1......... WyFB YF&R Regular and Collegiate Discussion Meet
Application Deadline
16 ....... WyFB YF&R Collegiate Discussion Meet— Radisson Hotel in
Cheyenne
16-18 .. WyFB Annual Meeting—Radisson Hotel in Cheyenne
18 ....... WyFB YF&R Regular Discussion Meet-- Radisson Hotel in
Cheyenne

January
5-10.... American Farm Bureau Federation Annual Convention—
Nashville, Tenn.
19-20.. WyFB Young Farmers and Ranchers Conference—Thermopolis

February
16-19 .. American Farm Bureau Federation Young Farmer & Rancher
Conference—Reno, Nev.
28-March 1...WyFB Legislative Meeting--Cheyenne
Visit wyfb.org for calendar updates

What’s old is new again
By Ken Hamilton, WyFB Executive niche out there where people buy
Vice President
or raise their own produce and then
I’ve been reading an arhave to can it in order to
ticle about a delivery sersave the surplus. These
vice in Great Britain that
are labeled as something
is entering into the home
different than the “homedelivery market for gromakers clubs” some of
ceries in competition with
us remember from seva couple of other services
eral years ago. Back then
already going. This comthese groups were strugpany feels there is room in
gling to ﬁnd new memthat market to expand this
bers because of invention
home delivery service.
of the microwave oven.
Ken Hamilton
Meanwhile back here in
Another “at home”
the U.S., we ﬁnd the ultimate home service is the tele-health programs
delivery company, Amazon, pur- some businesses are offering to
chased Whole Foods which seems combat rising health care costs. In
to be moving that food retailer into this particular program the person
the home delivery market too.
who is sick at home can call a health
In an effort to keep up with com- care professional, and describe their
panies like Amazon other retailers symptoms and learn whether they
are moving into the “order online needed chicken soup or an ambuand get it delivered to your home” lance.
concept. This is good news for the
All of this reminds me of the old
U.S. Postal Service and private car- westerns we watched on television
rier companies.
where we saw the local dry goods
Another article that appeared store proprietor ﬁll a gunny sack
recently in my local paper was ad- with groceries and hand it off to
vertising classes in home canning the young lad helping who would
techniques. It seems there is a new run them to the good widow Jones.
Meanwhile the good widow Jones
was busy canning produce from the
garden to have available during the
year. The helper probably passed
the good doctor, carrying his mediAnnual Policyholders’
cal bag, in his buckboard traveling
Meeting
to visit a patient to provide some
Mountain West Farm Bureau
health care advice.
Mutual Insurance Company
It’s interesting that what was once
December 7, 2017 – 8:00 a.m.
old is new again.
Farm Bureau Center, 931 Boulder Drive
Now if we can keep bell bottom
Laramie, Wyoming 82070
pants, platform shoes and disco music from coming back again!
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Wyoming Farm Bureau Supports Appeals Court Ruling in EPA Land Grab Case
August 31, 2017 – DENVER, CO.
The Wyoming Farm Bureau on Aug.
31 urged a Denver-based federal appeals court to reject efforts to overturn
a 2-1 ruling by a three-judge panel
that earlier struck down an edict from
the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). It ruled that the Northern
Arapahoe Tribe and the Eastern Shoshone Tribe—of the Wind River Indian Reservation in Hot Springs and
Fremont Counties in west central
Wyoming—have jurisdiction over
1.48 million acres of Wyoming, including the town of Riverton. In early
2014, the group petitioned the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit contesting the EPA’s December
of 2013 decision to grant “Tribe-asState” status under the federal Clean
Air Act. The Farm Bureau, some of
whose members live, work, and own
property in and near Riverton, argues
that the EPA’s decision ignores more
than one hundred years of actions by
Congress, Wyoming, the Tribes, and
various rulings by a host of federal and
state courts. After the panel ruled in
favor of the Farm Bureau in February
of 2017, the tribes urged the full court
to rehear the case.
“En banc review is an extraordi-

nary procedure reserved for issues of
exceptional public importance or rulings that conﬂict with a decision of the
Supreme Court of the United States,”
said William Perry Pendley of Mountain States Legal Foundation, which
represents the Farm Bureau. “This
case presents no such extraordinary
circumstance but instead mischaracterizes the panel opinion, rehashes the
legal arguments that the panel rejected,
and attempts to manufacture non-existent conﬂicts with the Supreme Court
or other appellate courts.”
In December 2008, both Tribes
sought Tribe-as-State status under
§301(d)(2) of the Clean Air Act,
which provides an “express congressional delegation” to tribes of the
EPA’s authority to regulate air quality
on fee lands located within the exterior
boundaries of a reservation. The tribes
expended 82 of their 87-page application arguing that they possessed jurisdiction over Riverton. Because their
application ignored a federal statute
and federal and state court rulings, in
2009, the State of Wyoming, the Wyoming Farm Bureau, and other entities
ﬁled comments opposing the application.
The Reservation, which is shared

by the Tribes, was established in 1868.
In 1904, the Tribes signed an agreement with the federal government
ceding 1,480,000 acres of land, which
were to be opened for sale under the
homestead, townsite, coal, and mineral land laws. The agreement was
entered into with the United States
Indian Inspector in exchange for per
capita payments to tribal members and
capital improvement projects inside
“the diminished reserve” or Reservation. In 1905, Congress ratiﬁed the
1904 agreement.
In 1906, the ceded lands were
opened for settlement by a Presidential

Proclamation and allotments were sold
to non-Indians in an area that today
makes up Riverton. In 1939, some unsold ceded lands were restored to the
Reservation, but a signiﬁcant portion
was not. Riverton is located wholly on
lands ceded in the 1904 agreement and
never restored to the Tribes.
Mountain States Legal Foundation,
created in 1977, is a nonproﬁt, publicinterest legal foundation dedicated to
individual liberty, the right to own and
use property, limited and ethical government, and the free enterprise system. Its ofﬁces are in suburban Denver, Colorado.
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Regular YF&R and Collegiate Discussion Meet competitions in November
--Competitions in Cheyenne
YF&R Discussion Meet Questions
1. Farmers are a shrinking percentage of the
population. How can Farm Bureau help
ﬁrst-generation farmers and ranchers get started in
agriculture?
2. With a growing demand for US farm products
abroad, how can agriculture overcome public
skepticism of foreign trade to negotiate new trade
agreements and open new world markets?
3. Formation of family farm corporations is common
practice. How can Farm Bureau work to ensure that
the public’s positive perception of the family farm
is not lost?
4. How can farmers and ranchers maintain their
buying power with the continued trend of input
supplier and provider consolidations?
5. How can Farm Bureau help members with
increasing legal and regulatory obstacles so they
can focus on farming and ranching?

Annual Meeting
every day,” Fornstrom continued.
“It isn’t someone from a high level looking down and saying what
you need. It is people working on
the ground saying this is what we
need for agriculture.”
Voting delegates from the county Farm Bureaus participate in
policy discussion, elect officers
and ultimately chart the course for
the coming year. Folks also en-

Farm Bureau members between the ages
of 18-35 and college students in Wyoming
are invited to participate in the 2017 Discussion Meet competitions.There are two different competitions that will be held during the
Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation (WyFB)
Annual Meeting in Cheyenne in November.
The ﬁrst competition is the Regular WyFB
Young Farmer & Rancher (YF&R) Discussion Meet; Farm Bureau regular members
between the ages of 18-35 are eligible.The
second competition is the WyFB YF&R Collegiate Discussion Meet; any student attending a Wyoming college is eligible.
Being an advocate for agriculture is more
important now than ever and should be a part
of everyone’s business plan. Develop your
leadership and advocacy skills and meet other
young farmers and ranchers from around the
state and around the nation by participating in
the YF&R Discussion Meet competitions.
Regular YF&R Discussion Meet
This competition will be held Saturday,

Nov. 18 during the General Session of the
WyFB Annual Meeting.
The state winner receives a $500 cash prize
and an expense paid trip to the American
Farm Bureau Federation (AFBF) Jan. 5-10,
2018 Annual Meeting in Nashville, Tenn.
Collegiate YF&R Discussion Meet
Any Wyoming college student with an interest in agriculture is eligible to participate.A
major in agriculture is not required for competition. The state winner receives a $300
cash prize and an expense paid trip to the
AFBF Feb. 16-19, 2018 national competition
in Reno, Nev. to compete for college scholarships.
More information
Topics and rules are available at wyfb.
org. Regular Discussion Meet applications
and Collegiate Discussion Meet applications
must be postmarked by Nov. 1, 2017.Contact WyFB YF&R Coordinator Kerin Clark
at 307.532.2002 or kclark@wyfb.org with
questions.

From page 1

joy networking with farmers and
ranchers, seeing old friends and
making new friends. Informative
speakers talk on current issues impacting agriculture in Wyoming
and nationwide.
Fornstrom encourages members
to participate at all levels of policy
development. “It is so important to
have members attend these meetings and have their voice heard on

agricultural issues,” he said. “Our
policy development process provides a message for our voice.”
Contact your county Farm Bureau
president today to learn more about
attending the state annual meeting.
Here is a snapshot of the meeting schedule.
Committee Work--Thursday
The annual meeting begins
Thursday, Nov. 16 with registra-

tion at 11 a.m. and lunch at noon.
WyFB’s four standing committees
meet Thursday afternoon to discuss resolutions pertaining to their
areas and make recommendations.
The committees include: Natural and Environmental Resources
(NER), State Government Affairs
(SGA), Agriculture Tax and General Issues.
See ‘Annual Meeting’ page 7
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Equifax data breach; how to protect your identity
Submitted by Mountain West Farm
Bureau Mutual Insurance Company
The credit reporting agency, Equifax, has conﬁrmed and launched
an investigation into a data breach
event potentially impacting 143 million U.S. consumers.
Equifax is one of the three major credit bureaus used around the
world and is only used in our offerings with triple bureau reports and
monitoring. Customers using our
one bureau solution receive data
through Experian and not Equifax.
As your trusted identity management provider, we want to assure
you that we are taking all necessary
precautions associated with the
Equifax data breach event.
In light of this situation, please
use the following tips to educate
yourself on how to better protect
your identity:
1. If you were impacted by the
breach you will receive a data
breach notiﬁcation from Equifax.
Read the notice carefully to learn
what information may have been
exposed and how. (Keep the notice

in case you ever need to prove that
your data was compromised through
no fault of your own.)
2. Review the breached account.
Identify what information it contained and what was compromised.
Look for any unauthorized activity,
such as a change in address or telephone number.
3. If you have access to CyberScout monitoring, we recommend
you activate it as soon as possible.
4. Pay extra attention to your account and billing statements. Check
for charges that aren’t yours.
5. Change all user access credentials. If you use the same passwords
for other ﬁnancial institutions,
change them. Watch ﬁnancial statements—on paper and online—for
unauthorized transactions. Be aware
of potential email, phone and snailmail scams. Enable text and email
alerts when possible.
As Equifax uncovers and releases
more information, the best course of
action for impacted individuals is to
follow the preventive and remedial
steps they are providing at https://

Statewide Wyoming State Fair
remaining listening sessions
DOUGLAS (SEPTEMBER 8,
2017) - The Wyoming State Fair has
and will be meeting with the community throughout the state in listening sessions in September and
October designed to gather input
from citizens about the annual event.
A list of the remaining listening
sessions is as follows:
• Newcastle, Mon. Oct 2, 7pm,
Weston County Event Center
• Laramie, Tues. Oct 3, 7 pm, Albany County Fairgrounds
• Cheyenne, Wed. Oct 4, 7 pm,
Laramie County Fairgrounds Building M
• Torrington, Thurs. Oct 5, 7
pm, Goshen County Fairgrounds
Meeting Room
• Casper, Mon. Oct 9, 7 pm, Central Wyoming Fairgrounds Indoor
Arena Classrooms
• Sundance, Tues. Oct 10, 7
pm, Crook County Fairgrounds
• Gillette, Wed. Oct 11, 7
pm, CamPlex Energy Hall Conference Rooms (TENTATIVE)
These listening sessions are open
to the public and designed to hear
the thoughts, concerns, and ideas
from interested citizens from across
the state regarding the future of the
Wyoming State Fair. During these

sessions, members of the Wyoming
State Fair staff and representatives
from both the Wyoming Board of
Agriculture and the Wyoming State
Fair Advisory Board will attend in
order to facilitate the discussions.
With the budget challenges the Wyoming State Fair currently faces, the
goal of these sessions is to visit with
citizens across the state to better understand their priorities for the fair
in these difﬁcult ﬁnancial times.
“We strive to provide the best
Fair possible each year by focusing on youth competition, family
friendly entertainment, and affordable prices,” said James Goodrich,
Director of the Wyoming State Fair.
“Our goal is to come away from
these sessions with a better understanding of what citizens, and especially attendees/participants of the
Wyoming State Fair ﬁnd important
so we can continue to provide the
best service we can to fairgoers.”
If you are interested in attending
or seeing the list of scheduled listening sessions, please visit the Wyoming State Fair website at http://
www.wystatefair.com/news or the
Wyoming State Fair Facebook page
at www.facebook.com/TheWyomingStateFair/.

www.equifaxsecurity2017.com/potential-impact/.
Cyber Scout Information
For consumers with additional
questions, Equifax has established

a dedicated call center.
The call center is available at
866-447-7559, every day (including
weekends) from 7:00 a.m. – 1:00
a.m. Eastern time.

“Made in Wyoming” product
promotion in November
--FB members asked to submit information before Oct. 16
A “gift idea” section featuring
Wyoming Farm Bureau members
who make and sell Wyoming made
products may be printed in the November issue of Wyoming Agriculture. All Wyoming Farm Bureau
members who make and sell “Made
in Wyoming” products are invited
to submit their product(s) for consideration to be included in the “gift
section.” The Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation will make the ﬁnal
decision on what to print in the “gift
section.”
Please submit the following
to Kerin Clark by Oct. 16, 2017
(kclark@wyfb.org or P.O. Box
685, Torrington, WY
82240.

For questions, you may also call
307.532.2002):
1. Name of company and product
you sell. Word limit is 40 words.
2. Contact information, including how to place orders.
3. Logo (must be submitted via
e-mail in pdf or jpeg format) (These
will be used if space is available.)
4. Product photos (must be submitted via e-mail in jpeg format.
These will be used if space is available.)
The “gift idea” section will
showcase Farm Bureau members
products made here in Wyoming.
Stay tuned for great ideas for holiday gift giving this year!

#IRCLE $ #ORPORATION
• Flatbed Trailers
• Livestock Trailers
• Low Proﬁle Equipment Trailers
• Horse & Stock Combo Trailers
• Flatbeds For Pickups & 1 Ton Trucks • Multipurpose Trailers

“American Made Since 1987”
Hillsboro, KS 67063

Call for a dealer near you!

800-526-0939
www.circle-dtrailers.com
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We make insurance simple.
®

Call today to see how we make it simple to protect your family, home, car and business.

BUFFALO
NICK SMITH LUTCF
307-684-1300

CHEYENNE
JASON BELL
307-632-9008

CODY
JEANNA KENNEDY
307-587-9669

CODY
LUKE HOPKIN
307-587-9669

GLENROCK
DOMINIC MADIA
307-436-8402

KEMMERER
TAMEY PETERNAL
307-877-5582

LANDER
JAKE HUHNKE
307-332-3295

NEWCASTLE
CLYDE BAYNE
ALSO CROP INSURANCE
307-746-4471

PINEDALE
LAUREN STELTING
307-367-2141

TORRINGTON
CHUCK CURRY
307-532-3610

WORLAND
TOM ALLRED
307-347-3583

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. Mountain West Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company/Laramie, WY. *Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services MC035 (9‐16)
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Rural America
America up to speed. Rural communities connect our farmers and ranchers to the rest of the world. The speed
and bandwidth of those connections
play a part in the efﬁciency of our nation’s food, fuel and ﬁber production.
It’s hard to believe in today’s digital
age, but 39 percent of rural Americans
today still lack access to the Federal
Communications Commission’s deﬁned broadband speed of at least 25
Mbps/3Mbps. Without those respective download and upload speeds, rural Americans are left behind, unable
to stream and share real-time data, images and videos. By comparison, only

From page 2

4 percent of urban Americans are without that same access.
A lack of access shouldn’t be confused with a lack of demand either.
Research shows that the rural broadband industry has boosted our nation’s
economy by $24.1 billion and has led
to the creation of nearly 70,000 jobs.
Too often, rural America has been
left in the dust when it comes down to
actual spending on infrastructure.
I recently visited several farms in
Maine, where an organic potato seed
grower told me that he depends on
the internet for 75 percent of his sales.
However, he lacks high-speed internet

Annual Meeting
From page 4

The committees are made-up
of one representative per county
(county committee chairs) and the
state chair and state vice-chair.
YF&R and Collegiate Discussion Meet—Thursday
The WyFB Young Farmer &
Rancher Regular Discussion Meet
and Collegiate Discussion Meet
competitions will both be during
annual meeting.
Friday’s Activities
A county president’s breakfast
meeting will begin Friday’s meetings.
The general and business sessions of the Wyoming Farm
Bureau begin Friday morning.
Members will hear reports from
Wyoming Farm Bureau’s president and executive vice president
as well as the C.E.O. of Mountain
West Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company. Voting delegates
will begin discussing the resolutions and determining what is in
the best interest of farmers and
ranchers.
After a day of business work,
Friday evening’s banquet is a
time to celebrate our farmers and
ranchers and the friendships. The
Distinguished Service and Farm
Bureau Leadership Awards will be
presented.
Saturday’s Activities
The final round of the WyFB
YF&R Discussion Meet starts the
day on Saturday. Resolutions consideration, elections, and a WyFB
YF&R report follow.
Foundation Fundraiser
Again this year, members are
invited to donate to the Wyoming
Farm Bureau Foundation. Donors
will have their names placed in a
drawing for a Don Pavack custom

knife. See ad on this page for details. The Wyoming Farm Bureau
Foundation supports educational
programs for agriculture producers and legal issues which impact
Wyoming agriculture.
“Harvest for All” Food Drive
The WyFB YF&R fourteenth
annual “Harvest for All” food and
fund drive will take place at annual
meeting. Monetary donations will
benefit the Wyoming Food Bank,
a credentialed Feeding America
Harvest affiliate serving Wyoming
communities. Food donations will
benefit a local food bank. Please
bring your canned good items or
monetary donations to the registration desk at annual meeting. A
fun raffle will also be held for the
“Harvest for All” drive.
Registration
Pre-registration is requested by
Nov. 1, 2017. Reservations made
after this date, will be honored
based on availability. Members or
county presidents may submit registrations to Julie Johnson-Doyle
at jdoyle@wyfb.org or 307-7217723. Contact your county Farm
Bureau president if you plan to
attend. Phone numbers are available at www.wyfb.org or by calling 800.442.8325.
Hotel reservations may be made
at the Radisson Hotel, Cheyenne,
by calling 307-638-4466. Reference our group – Wyoming Farm
Bureau Federation – for the $91
(plus taxes/fees) room rate. Hotel
reservations must be made by Oct.
31, 2017.
The meeting agenda will be
printed in the November issue of
Wyoming Agriculture. The agenda
will also be available as the meeting gets closer at www.wyfb.org.

and the cost to bring it to his farm is
too high. His ability to beneﬁt from ecommerce is limited.
High-speed internet shouldn’t be a
luxury. It has become as basic to daily
life and business in the 21st century as
electricity became early on in the last
century. For most urban and suburban
Americans, it’s a given that they can
ﬁre up their phones and computers to
instantly connect to the world around
them.
Today, online tools bring educational programs, health services and business resources right to our doorsteps.
This kind of access is especially critical
in rural America where folks can be far
removed from resources that can improve their way of life and help boost
their local economy. A rural entrepreneur in North Carolina can get training
to improve her business and reach clients hundreds—even thousands—of
miles away. A family living 50 miles
from the nearest town in southwestern
Idaho can receive a virtual house call
from a doctor via video chat. And a
farmer on the Kansas prairie can upload ﬁeld data straight from his farm
equipment to analyze his crops and
apply just the right amount of fertilizer
exactly where it’s needed.

Modern farming has made great
strides in the last several decades
thanks to developments in precision
ag tools and technology. Yet, in the
same way a smartphone is nothing
more than a mobile phone when it’s
not connected to a high-speed wireless network, precision ag equipment
cannot reach its full potential without
access to broadband in the ﬁelds. If
we’re going to continue reducing our
environmental impact and growing
more with less, we must be able to optimize the latest technology to analyze
our inputs and yields and connect to
resources and services that help make
our farms smarter and more sustainable.
Broadband is not a luxury for a
farmer who wants to stay competitive
in today’s marketplace; it’s a necessity.
An urban business wouldn’t go hours,
much less a day, without access to
high-speed internet. Why are business
owners across rural America expected
to get by with far less? Getting all of
rural America connected to high-speed
internet, and the services and opportunities that brings, can strengthen our
rural communities and help farmers
produce more of the American-grown
products we all enjoy.
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Tax Code Revamp Should Support the High-risk Agriculture Industry
Reprinted from FBNews, American Farm Bureau Federation,
Sept. 21, 2017
As Congress gets to work on a

tax code overhaul, Farm Bureau is
calling for a fair and equitable tax
system that encourages success,
savings, investment and entrepre-

EATS BALES FOR BREAKFAST.
“GOLDENBOY”

AKA: THE 2660 BALEBUSTER

2660 BALEBUSTER
• Save 30% of your hay and straw
• Shredder chamber handles bales in any condition
• 1300 rpm rotor speed, which throws straw farther
and processes faster

Find us on Facebook and view products
in action on our YouTube channel!

neurship for all farm and ranch businesses.
Lawmakers’ overarching goal for
tax reform should be reducing effective tax rates, the organization said
a statement submitted for the record
to the Senate Finance Committee.
“Because proﬁt margins in farming and ranching are tight, farm and
ranch businesses are more likely to
fall into lower tax brackets. Tax reform plans that fail to factor in the
impact of lost deductions for all business entities and for all rate brackets
could result in a tax increase for agriculture,” Farm Bureau cautioned.
The organization emphasized the
importance of various cost-recovery
tools like business interest expensing, cash accounting, Sect. 1031
like-kind exchanges and deductions
for local and state taxes.
“Farmers and ranchers need to be
able to match income with expenses
in order to manage their businesses
through challenging ﬁnancial times.
Expensing allows farm and ranch
businesses to recover the cost of
business investments in the year a
purchase is made,” Farm Bureau
said.
Cash accounting allows farmers

to improve cash ﬂow by recognizing income when it is received and
recording expenses when they are
paid, while like-kind exchanges allow them to defer taxes when they
sell assets and purchase replacement
property of a like-kind.
Farmers and ranchers typically
rely on borrowed money to buy production inputs, vehicles and equipment, and land and buildings, making interest expense deductions also
very important.
Farm Bureau renewed its call for
estate tax repeal, the continuation of
unlimited stepped-up basis and the
reduction of capital gains tax rates.
“Capital gains taxes are owed
when farm or ranch land, buildings,
breeding livestock and some timber are sold. While long-term capital gains are taxed at a lower rate
than ordinary income to encourage
investment and in recognition that
long-term investments involve risk,
the tax can still discourage property
transfers or alternatively lead to a
higher asking price,” Farm Bureau
said.
The organization would also like
to see a capital gains tax exclusion
for land that remains in production.

MIX IT UP
WITH A REAL CHAMP.
“THE BLADE”
AKA: THE CMF-710
VERTICAL MIXER



 

• Heavier conveyor table chains and drive shafts
• Repositioned loader for easy bale loading
• Heavier rotor shafts
• Optional containment kit

Lingle, WY
(307) 837-2261
www.rosebrosinc.com

COVOLO
AUTO-FARM SERVICE
80 Rees Road
Mountain View, WY 82939
307-786-2277
covolosales@gmail.com

NEW! HAYBUSTER CMF 710 VERTICAL MIXER ....................................................................................... $2,500.00 REBATE!
NEW! RB560 SPECIALTY CROP, NET/TWINE .....................................................................................................45,000+2.9%
NEW! SPEEDROWER 160 WINDROWER, HS 16 HEADER ................................................................................117,000+2.9%
NH TG255 4WD, 210 HP, DUALS, LOADER/GRAPPLE .................................................................................................... 69,900
2012 MASSEY 2856A ROUND BALER, LOW BALE COUNT ............................................................................................. 19,650
TYM T353 4WD,35HP, WITH LOADER-ONLY160 HRS .................................................................................................... 14,900
NEW! HAYBUSTER 2650 BALE PROCESSOR.................................................................................................................. 19,900
NEW! NH T6.180, 4WD, 125 HP, LOADER & GRAPPLE .................................................................................................119,000
NEW! NH L200 SKIDS IN STOCK! L221,L230 ..............................................................................................REBATES + 2.99%
NEW! KODIAK 3615 15’ WING MOWER, CHAIN GUARDS .............................................................................................. 16,400
NEW HOLLAND T5060, 90HP, LDR./GRAPPLE, ONLY 276 HRS...................................................................................... 59,650
NEW! NH H7150 SWING TONGUE W/HS16 16’ HEAD........................................................................................39,450+2.9%
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Can We Lease Your Land for Our Solar Farms?

Transmission Type Power Lines on Your Land? Lease to Us Today!

Large Power Lines on Your Property? Lease Us Your Land!

We Will Pay Up to $1,250 per Acre per Year
20 to 40 Yr. Lease
We Require Large Tracts of Land currently clear clean land (Over 150 Acres) w/ 3Phase Transmission Type Power Lines on the land for Our Solar Farms
Land Cannot be in Flood Zone or Have Wetlands Issues – Owner Must Retain Mineral Rights both above and below surface or have Executive Rights
No underground utilities including oil and gas lines within the proposed solar site

Long Term Land Leases Needed-(20 – 40 Years Up to $1,250 per Acre per Year)

CALL (828)-817-5400 or (828)-817-9101
Email Us at

InnovativeSolarFarms@gmail.com

Visit our website at www.InnovativeSolarFarms.com
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Wyoming Classifieds
NOTICE
CLASSIFIED POLICY:
1) Wyoming Farm Bureau members are entitled to free classiﬁed advertising in this publication for the
purpose of selling items they grow
or make themselves, selling used machinery or household items, for posting wanted advertising. Real estate
sales not included. Each member family is entitled to two (2) free ads per
month, for 3 months, of up to 40 words
each. Member ads will be accepted by
mail at PO Box 685, Torrington, WY
82240 or e-mail to kclark@wyfb.org.
Please include member’s name and
county.
2) Non-Wyoming Farm Bureau
members and WyFB members acting
as agents or dealers of products produced outside the member’s family
may purchase commercial classiﬁed
advertising at $0.50 per word, at a
minimum of $5.00 per ad. Discounts:
5% for 4 to 9 insertions, 10% for 10
or more insertions. Commercial ads
must be submitted in writing, and an
agreement regarding payment must be
made between Farm Bureau and the
advertiser.
DEADLINE:
Ads should be received by the 3rd
Tuesday of the month in order to appear
in the next month’s issue. Advertisers
are asked to check your ad and report

WYOMING
WYOMING
LIVESTOCK
LIVESTOCK

any errors. Contact: Email kclark@
wyfb.org or call 307.532.2002. Paid
ads must be mailed, typed or neatly
printed, together with any payment
due, to Wyoming Agriculture, Farm
Bureau, P.O. Box 685, Torrington, WY
82240. Free ads must be resubmitted
by mail or e-mail after running three
months. Ads for which there is payment due will run according to agreement between Wyoming Farm Bureau
and the advertiser. Advance payment
is preferred for ﬁrst-time advertisers.
NOTE:
The appearance of any ad in Wyoming Agriculture does not constitute
an endorsement or approval of the
product or service offered. The advertiser is liable for content of the
advertisement and any claims arising
therefrom against this publication.
The Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation reserves the right to refuse any
advertising not considered in keeping
with its publication’s standards.

2011 JOHN DEERE 7430 PREMIUM $98,000.1420 hours, 166
hp, IVT Transmission, 165 PTO hp
Like new condition, stored indoors
Contact Manu Delaunay @ 307851-9219.

EQUIPMENT

Tim Velder, Sundance; Jeﬀrey Burian,
Moorcroft

1953 NAA FORD TRACTOR. Good-shape-paint.Kept inside.605-892.2186.$4,000 ﬁrm.
FOR SALE: FRUEHAUF
FLATBED SEMI TRAILER,
48 ft. x 102 inches with 5 ft. hay
extension, tandem axle with air
ride.$4,500.307.575.9388.

ROUNDUP
ROUNDUP

Wyoming's only weekly publication devoted to
Wyoming's
only
publication
to
agriculture,
theweekly
Wyoming
Livestockdevoted
Roundup
agriculture,
the
Wyoming
Livestock
Roundup
reaches the majority of the state's agricultural
reaches the
majority
of the state's
agricultural
producers.
We
have subscribers
from
Jackson to
producers.
We have
subscribers
from
Jackson to
Pine Bluffs
and from
Hulett to
Evanston.
Bluffs
and from
Hulett
Evanston.dealer
Every Pine
major
livestock
auction
andtoimplement
Every
major
and implement
dealer
in the
statelivestock
regularlyauction
advertises
in the Roundup.
in Advertising
the state regularly
advertises
in
the
Roundup.
rates and subscriptions can be
Advertising
rates
and subscriptions
can be
obtained
by calling
800-967-1647
or 307-234-2700.
obtained by calling 800-967-1647 or 307-234-2700.

WANTED TO BUY
WANTED TO BUY, SEMILOAD OF 4’ X 8’ BALES OF
STRAW. Does not have to be this
year’s cut. The closer to Rawlins the
better. Call Roger Epp at 307-3244239 or 307-320-8386.

New Members
ALBANY

NATRONA

Keely Newkirk, Laramie; Robert Collins, Laramie

Jennifer Rodgers, Evansville; Rex Turner, Evansville; Dustin Haskins, Casper;
Justin Edberg, Casper; Courtney Lawrence, Bar Nunn

BIG HORN
Mallory Owen, Burlington

CAMPBELL

PARK

Scott Sturtz, Gillette; Aaron Johnson,
Gillette; James Bayne, Gillette; Victor
Quinones, Gillette; Paul Phillips, Gillette

William Sommerville, Powell; Scot Stambaugh, Cody; Kenny Jones, Powell;
Emily Martin, Powell

CARBON

SHERIDAN

Jennifer Johnson, Saratoga; Daniel
Martz, Saratoga; Garrett Pantle, Encampment

Thomas Hubbard, Big Horn; Stephanie Johnson, Banner; Phil Wood,
Sheridan; Derek Cross, Sheridan;
Kathleen Mott, Sheridan; Loren
Leichtnam, Sheridan; Justin Wood,
Sheridan; Melissa Rubie, Sheridan;
Seth Bellika, Sheridan; Michelle
Todd, Sheridan; Donald Schwartzkopf, Sheridan; Ann Revelle, Sheridan; Mary Clark, Big Horn; Mike Maestri/ Maestri Ranch Co, Sheridan;
Karen Reese, Banner

CROOK
GOSHEN
Lola Sowards, Torrington; Brian Grasmick, Torrington

HOT SPRINGS
Daniel Fahrenkrug, Thermopolis; Gary
Peterman, Thermopolis

JOHNSON

SUBLETTE

Matthew Davis, Kaycee; Bobby Watts,
Buﬀalo; Cynthia Lee, Buﬀalo; Ken
Richardson, Encampment; Ryan Kirven/ Kirven Ranch LLC, Buﬀalo

Gail Merritt, La Barge

SWEETWATER
Tyler Young, Green River; Eugene Emerson, Rock Springs

LARAMIE

TETON

Suzanne Bouchard, Cheyenne; Daveena Foos, Cheyenne; Colter Puls, Cheyenne; Brennan Sargent, Cheyenne;
Nathan Oman, Cheyenne; Michael
Giessuebel, Cheyenne; Lauri Million,
Cheyenne

Maxwell Snow, Jackson; Sarah
Kline, Jackson; Daniel Creighton,
Teton Village

LINCOLN
Benjamin Cardon, Kemmerer; Stephanie Raver, Etna

UINTA
Darrell Norris, Evanston; Morgan Larsen, Rock Springs; Dusty Roitz, Robertson; Keshia Gines, Mountain View;
Roni Hickey, Lonetree; Matt Larson,
Evanston; Brandi Hutchings, Lyman

HAS YOUR ADDRESS CHANGED?
Please help us save costs and continue delivering this paper to you by
updating your address.
Options to update your address:
1. Email mdigby@wyfb.org
2. Call 307-721-7719
3. Clip and mail this form to WyFB,
ATTN: Address Change, PO Box 1348,
Laramie, WY 82073
Member(s) Name:___________________________________________________________
Old Address:_________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
New Address:________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
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Distinguished Service and Farm Bureau
Leadership Award nominations due no
later than Oct. 16th
Nominations for the Wyoming
Farm Bureau Distinguished Service and Farm Bureau Leadership
Awards are due in the state ofﬁce no later than Oct. 16th. These
awards recognize those individuals/couples who have devoted
much time to the betterment of
agriculture in Wyoming and the
Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation.
Nominees for the “Distinguished Service Award” must
be active in Farm Bureau and/or
other areas that relate directly to
agricultural interests.
Nominees for the “Farm Bureau Leadership Award” must
be an agricultural operator and active on a statewide basis.
Nominations may be made by
any county Farm Bureau. Only

one nomination per award may
be made by the county. Judging
for these awards will be handled
by the Administrative Advisory
Committee of the Wyoming
Farm Bureau Federation Board
of Directors. This committee is
not limited to considering only
those nominated by participating county Farm Bureaus, but
may make an independent selection.
The nomination award form is
available at wyfb.org, by clicking
on the speciﬁc day of October 16th
under the Calendar of Events.
The awards will be presented
at the WyFB Annual Meeting on
Nov. 17th during the evening banquet. Contact McKenzi Digby at
307-721-7719 or mdigby@wyfb.
org for more details.

Outstanding Membership Worker Award
nominations due no later than Oct. 16th
Nominations for the Wyoming
Farm Bureau Outstanding Membership Awards are due in the
state ofﬁce no later than Oct. 16th.
This award recognizes those hard
workers in the state for their outstanding dedication and effort in
recruiting Wyoming Farm Bureau
Federation members. There are
three categories: 1) Volunteer; 2)

Agent; and 3) County Ofﬁce Staff.
The nomination award form is
available at wyfb.org, by clicking
on the speciﬁc day of October 16th
under the Calendar of Events.
The awards will be presented
at the WyFB Annual Meeting.
Contact McKenzi Digby at 307721-7719 or mdigby@wyfb.org
for more details.

utrition and food safety educators
promote healthy lifestyles and
healthful eating.
Programs include:
• Healthy eating
• Local foods and sustainability
• Dining with Diabetes
• Food safety
• Cent$ible Nutrition
Visit www.uwyo.edu/uwe/county
to contact a UW Extension educator in your county.

EXTENDING KNOWLEDGE | CHANGING LIVES
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Farm Bureau, Livestock Groups Request Waiver for Logging Device Mandate
Reprinted from FBNews, American
Farm Bureau Federation, Sept. 12, 2017
Concerned about livestock haulers’ readiness to comply with a problematic electronic logging device
mandate, as well as how the mandate
will affect the transported animals’
well-being, the American Farm Bureau Federation and seven livestock
organizations are asking the Department of Transportation for a waiver
and exemption from the fast-approaching Dec. 18 ELD implementation deadline.
Unless Congress or the administration acts, carriers and drivers
who are subject to the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration’s
ELD rule must install and use ELDs

by Dec. 18. While most farmers and
ranchers should be exempt because
they can claim covered farm vehicle
status, drivers who haul livestock,
live ﬁsh and insects are likely to fall
under the requirements.
Drivers who have to use ELDs
would be limited to current hours of
service rules, which restrict a driver
to only 14 “on duty” hours, with no
more than 11 active driving hours.
Once a driver hits those maximum
hour allotments, he must stop and
rest for 10 consecutive hours, which
would be problematic when transporting livestock and other live animals.
In their petition, the groups pointed
out livestock haulers’ strong commit-

Member Benefits Announcement:
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The Cannnonball
Bale Bed, a bale
bed like no other.

The Cannonball Bale Bed is a pick up truck mounted bale bed that lets you work quicker and
easier. With our feature rich truck bed, you gain much more value for your dollar.

Features Include:
• Patented dump feature - handle hay and dump materials from the comfort of your cab
• Independent arm action - move the arms separately or in tandem for easier bale retrieval
when stacked end to end
• Free-float arm system - unroll hay while maintaining full contact with the ground over
rough terrain, allowing even distribution of feed and reducing waste

Skyline Implement
2012 Skyline Dr.
Sheridan, WY 82801
(307) 672-0966

ment to ensuring the safety of both the
animals they’re transporting and the
drivers they share the road with. In
addition, livestock haulers often receive specialized training beyond that
required for their counterparts driving
conventional commercial motor vehicles. The pork industry’s Transport
Quality Assurance Program and the
beef industry’s Master Cattle Transporter program provide detailed instruction on proper animal handling
and transportation methods.
“As reﬂected in FMCSA’s data,

the emphasis these programs place on
animal welfare beneﬁts driver safety
as it encourages livestock haulers to
slow down, be more aware of their
surroundings and road conditions,
and avoid rough-road situations that
could result in animal injury,” the
groups noted.
Another major roadblock to implementation for livestock haulers is
their lack of awareness of the rule.
Because the livestock hauling industry is small compared to the overall
trucking industry, it isn’t well-represented before or strongly
engaged by DOT’s Federal
Motor Carrier Safety Administration.
As a result, livestock drivers who are aware of the
program have had difﬁculty
researching the ELD marketplace and identifying costeffective solutions that are
compatible with livestock
hauling. In addition, as with
the agriculture industry as a
whole, livestock haulers are
likely signiﬁcantly older than
the average American truck
driver, making them less familiar with the use of ELD
technology and in need of
more training on ELD use.
In their petition, the groups
also asked DOT to address
the incompatibilities between
FMCSA’s hours of service
rules and the structure and
realities of the U.S. livestock
sector.
“For many drivers, there is
concern that there are those,
with no understanding of or
concern for animal welfare or
livestock hauling, who will
arbitrarily penalize them for
choosing the proper care of
animals over stopping in excessive heat or cold because
of an arbitrary HOS cutoff,”
the groups said.
While FMCSA’s recent
change to include livestock
in its interpretation of the
150-air mile exemption for
agricultural commodities is
a positive development, it
doesn’t fully address livestock haulers’ struggles.
The organizations are
committed to working with
industry and FMCSA to address the issues presented by
the ELD mandate and hope
that FMCSA will grant additional time and ﬂexibility for
haulers who have a responsibility to care for the animals
they are transporting.
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Wyoming Needs Agriculture
Putting a face on farmers and
ranchers is the main purpose of the
Wyoming Needs Agriculture event.
Held Sept. 23, 2017 in Laramie, the
Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation
(WyFB) “Wyoming Needs Agriculture” event continued with the tradition of a food and fund drive and
an interactive activity. The “Ranch
Hand Challenge” course was organized by the Albany County Farm
Bureau (ACFB) Young Farmer &
Rancher (YF&R) Committee. According to ACFB President Kyle
Berger, one of the main goals of
their county board is to focus efforts on agriculture advocacy so the
“Ranch Hand Challenge” provides
a great opportunity to meet this
goal.
Along with having fun in the
“Ranch Hand Challenge” course,
Cowboy fans were also invited to
share their Poke Pride and recognize that “Wyoming Needs Agriculture!” by participating in WyFB’s
“Harvest for All” pre-game event to
beneﬁt the Wyoming Food Bank of
the Rockies (WFBR). Fans making
donations to the “Harvest for All”
event received a “Wyoming Needs
Agriculture” t-shirt.
UW Cowboy football
fans donated the equivalent of 2,128 meals at
the event.
WFBR, Wyoming’s
only food bank, serves
hunger relief agencies
in all of Wyoming’s
23 counties. Farmers
and ranchers from around the state
as well as WyFB staff and WFBR
staff were on hand to visit with
fans during the “Pre-Game Zone”
event. Donations will make a difference in the WFBR’s work to
ﬁght hunger in Wyoming. Every
1.2 pounds of food donated equals
one meal and every dollar equals
four meals.
The Farm Bureau Young Farmer
& Rancher “Harvest for All” is a national program that raises food and

From page 1

Some of the farmers, ranchers and staﬀ of the Wyoming Farm Bureau and the Wyoming Food Bank of the Rockies take a
quick photo opportunity during the Sept. 23 “Wyoming Needs Agriculture!” event. From left to right: Tonja Funch, WFBR;
Amanda Johnson and Bryndal Berger, Albany County; Kyle Berger, Albany County; Thomas Christensen, Albany County;
Josh and Raenell Taylor, Crook County; Laura Fornstrom, Laramie County; Julie Johnson-Doyle, WyFB; and Kyle and
Kylie Doyle. Back row behind Taylors: Ken Hamilton, WyFB; Brett Moline, WyFB; Todd Fornstrom, Laramie County; Cole
Coxbill, Goshen County; and Byron Yeik, Goshen County. Front row: Bayla, Stacy and Bexton Berger, Albany County;
and Kerin Clark, WyFB. Taylen Fornstrom photo.

money for local and state food banks
that provide hunger relief.
Wyoming Needs Agriculture
There are so many stories to be told about how
Wyoming Needs Agriculture! Who better to tell
them than the farmers
and ranchers of this great
state? The “Wyoming
Needs Agriculture” event
provides consumers the opportunity
to meet farmers and ranchers at a
football game pre-zone event and
hear their stories on the radio.
Wyoming needs agriculture in so
many ways. Agriculture keeps Wyoming strong through the economy,
providing open spaces, caring for
the land and so much more. While
caring for the land, their crops and
their animals, farmers and ranchers
produce food and provide wildlife
habitat.

Cowboy fans donating food and
funds received a “Wyoming Needs
Agriculture” t-shirt. The food drive
beneﬁtted the Wyoming Food Bank of
the Rockies. Shown here are Crook
County Ranchers Josh and Raenell
Taylor visiting with a Cowboy Fan
at the Pepsi Pre-Game Zone. Kerin
Clark photo.

Goshen County Farmer Byron Yeik
helps a young fan work his way
through the “Ranch Hand Challenge”
course. The event was a great way
for farmers and ranchers to interact
with consumers. Kerin Clark photo.

A Cowboy Fan visits with Crook
County Rancher Josh Taylor. Raenell Taylor photo.

A young girl having fun with Bayla
Berger, a rancher’s daughter, in the
“Ranch Hand Challenge” course.
Kerin Clark photo.
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Grassroots policy development at work

Farmers and ranchers from Albany, Carbon, Converse, and Natrona counties gathered for their district meeting to discuss resolutions passed at the county
level. Those resolutions passed at each district meeting will then be considered by voting delegates at the state annual meeting. Kerin Clark photo.

Farm Bureau’s grassroots policy development truly begins at the grassroots with resolutions discussion at
the county level. Farmers and ranchers across the state have been gathering for annual meetings and resolutions meetings to add their message
to Farm Bureau’s voice. Shown here
Goshen County Rancher Morgan
Cross reads a proposed resolution
at the county annual meeting. Kerin
Clark photo.

Farm Bureau members were entertained by Garie & Karen Henry’s grandson Hugh
at the 2017 Uinta County Farm Bureau Annual Meeting. Holly Kennedy photo.

The Niobrara County Farm Bureau started a new award this year called the
Niobrara County Farm Bureau VIP award. The first recipients of the award are
Jimmy and Carmen Shane (at left). According to NCFB President Andy Greer
(at right), the Shanes have always gone above and beyond in their dedication
to Farm Bureau. Kerin Clark photo.

A great turnout at the Niobrara County Farm Bureau Annual Meeting as members listen to guest speaker Harriet Hageman. Hageman talked about “Regulation without Representation.” She shared eye-opening numbers on regulations including that after the 2016 election there were 145 midnight regulations
with a cost of $21 billion in just six weeks. Kerin Clark photo.
Goshen County Farm Bureau President Elden Baldwin (left) retired this year.
Newly elected Goshen
County Farm Bureau President Lori Schafer thanked
Elden for his years of service. The county board of
directors presented him an
embroidered vest in appreciation. Kerin Clark photo.

Wyoming House Majority Floor Leader Representative David Miller
was the guest speaker
at the Fremont County
Farm Bureau Annual
Meeting. Holly Kennedy
photo.
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Coalition Asks Senators to Put HIT Relief in Health Care Bill
Reprinted from FBNews, the
American Farm Bureau Federation online news, Sept. 21, 2017
More than 30 organizations representing small business owners,
their employees and the self-employed are urging a group of senators to include relief from the health
insurance tax (HIT) in their Affordable Care Act repeal and
replace bill. At a minimum,
a one-year delay of the HIT
would provide critical relief
to the millions of hardworking Americans struggling
to afford the cost of rising
premiums, the Stop the Hit
Coalition said in a letter to
Sens. Lindsey Graham (RS.C.), Bill Cassidy (R-La.)
and Dean Heller (R-Nev.).
“We’ve heard from constituents throughout the
country who’ve shared personally about the crushing
impact of the HIT. By forcing millions of Americans

to pay a sales tax on their coverage,
the HIT drives up the cost of premiums on more than 29 million small
business owners and their nearly
60 million employees, as well as
middle-class families, Medicaid
beneﬁciaries and those purchasing
coverage in the individual market,”
wrote the coalition, of which the

American Farm Bureau is a member.
With premiums being ﬁnalized
by the end of September, urgent action is needed to address health insurance cost and access problems,
the groups said, noting that both
Republicans and Democrats backed
HIT relief in 2015, when nearly 400

Senate and House lawmakers from
both parties came together to suspend the HIT for 2017.
Graham, Cassidy and Heller’s
proposal repeals the structure and
architecture of the ACA and replaces it with a block grant given annually to states to help individuals pay
for health care.

“DUE”
it for AG

1
Surrender of the contract may be subject to surrender charges. Withdrawals before age 59 ½ may result in a 10% IRS penalty tax. Additionally, there is a charge for the Simple7 Income Rider once it is activated.
Qualifications and restrictions apply for activation. Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services A144 (9-17)
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Data Trespass Law
the ramiﬁcations are until
the District Court reviews
the case again, it is a big
disappointment the Circuit
Court elevated free speech
so much higher than property rights,” Moline continued.
According to WyFB, the
Court did not say trespass-

ing is okay, but did say they
didn’t like the “differential”
treatment given to one type
of trespass over another.
“It is important to note
this decision does not mean
the statute is automatically
unconstitutional,” Moline
said. “The 10th Circuit only
ruled that WWP’s complaint

From page 1

should be reinstated and the
District Court should hear
the merits of WWP’s complaint.”
The Wyoming Legislature
spent two different sessions
working on this legislation,
beginning in 2015, to ensure property rights and free
speech would be protected.

WyFB supports protecting
private property rights and
feels the use of free speech
does not give anyone the
right to break the law and
trespass on private property.
Given today’s technology,
identifying property ownership is achievable. WyFB
feels determining property

Shop on NOV. 16
It’s FREE… and Easy.
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LARGENT AND SONS
Hereford cattle since 1902
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ownership and securing appropriate access permissions
should be included in the
process of data collection.
“The Wyoming Farm Bureau felt this law was a step
in the right direction as it
would raise the bar of integrity for the data submitted to
the government by ensuring
the data will not be accepted if it is illegally
collected through trespassing across private
lands,” Moline explained.
The case now goes
back to the Wyoming
District Court. “As
the case has been remanded to the District
Court, we will have to
wait and see the outcome. Our hope is that
private property rights
will continue to be protected in Wyoming and
that people cannot use
free speech as a means
to commit a crime of
trespass,” Moline concluded.

