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Gubernatorial Candldat

yoming’s agricultural heritage is deeply
WIooted in our state’s history and remains

a cornerstone of Wyoming’s economy and
heritage, a fact that is not lost on candidates vying
to become Wyoming’s 34th Governor.

On June 23 in Casper, Wyoming agriculture or-
ganizations gathered at the table with gubernatori-
al candidates to discuss current issues and future
opportunities for Wyoming farmers and ranchers.

The Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation, along
with the Wyoming Stock Growers Association and
the Wyoming Wool Growers Association, hosted the
Gubernatorial Candidate Breakfast Forum. Mem-
bers and staff from each organization participated,
along with representatives from the Rocky Moun-
tain Farmers Union and Wyoming Sugar Growers.

All five gubernatorial candidates were invited.
The participating candidates were: State Senator
Eric Barlow, Brent Bien and State Superintendent of
Public Instruction Megan Degenfelder.

“Having the agriculture organizations in the
room discussing important topics to agriculture
was important for the campaign season as well as
for jumpstarting the conversation for the future
leadership of this state,” said Todd Fornstrom,
WyFB President. “We appreciate the candidates,
members and the organizations for making the
time to be a part of this uniquely designed event.”
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Mike Greear, Wyoming Sugar Company; Reg Phillips, WSGA,; Alllson Crane, WWGA,; State Senator Eric Barlow; Jim
Magagna, WSGA,; State Superintendent of Public Instruction Megan Degenfelder; Chad Franke, Rocky Mountain Farmers
Union; Candidate Brent Bien; Todd Fornstrom, WyFB; Kerin Clark, WyFB; and Shaun Sims, WWGA. COURTNEY BEENE PHOTO.

The agriculture conversation be-
gan with a meet and greet during
breakfast. Park County Farm Bureau
Federation President and farmer Co-
rey Forman said the event format
was good and a great opportunity
to learn more about the candidates.

“The one-on-one discussion was very
beneficial,” Forman said.

Following breakfast, each can-
didate presented brief prepared re-
marks. The final portion of the event
was a conversational style question
and answer segment focused on ag-

riculture topics from the breakfast
tables. WyFB President Todd Forn-
strom moderated the event with as-
sistance from WSGA President Reg
Phillips and WWGA Vice President
Shaun Sims.
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WyFB to host Policy Conference Aug. 19

Additionally, the WyFB Policy Review Committee will pres-
ent an informational report on the committee’s work to re-
view the policy book to identify outdated, conflicting and
irrelevant policy and make recommendations for consider-

to connect and compare notes with fellow Farm Bureau
members on policy topics as the counties prepare to enter
the grassroots policy development process this fall.

This conference is open to all Farm Bureau members.

host a one-day policy conference Aug. 19 at the
Farm Bureau Center in Laramie. This event is for all
members interested in the policy process and will feature

The Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation (WyFB) will

speakers and discussion on current agriculture issues.

A message from Wyoming Farm Bureau
Federation President Todd Fornstrom

here are no excuses - Vote. Simple as
I that - Vote. Our nation depends on cit-
izens voting.

Vote. Voting is the basic block of our
government’s existence. It’s your voice. It’s
how your local cities, towns and counties
operate. It is how your state and federal
government operate.

Vote. It is the will of the people. The de-
cisions made in elections touch every point

of your life. Election outcomes determine
the funding for our roads, our schools and
our national defense.

Vote. Wyoming’s primary election day
is August 18. It is important to make the
time to research the candidates who will be
on the ballot on which you will share your
voice when you vote August 18.

Vote. Remember every decision that af-
fects the condition of your street, what gets

taught in the local school all the way to how
much money is spent on national defense
is influenced by your vote. In this special
election issue of Wyoming Agriculture,
candidates on the state and national lev-
el were provided the opportunity to share
position statements with our members.
Remember, our representatives shape the
direction our country will move towards by
the way we all vote.

ation. The conference will also provide a great opportunity =~ Watch for a conference agenda at wyfb.org. M
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CALENDAR
OF EVENTS

July
25 Park CountY Farm Bureau
[

Federation Ice Cream Social at
Noon — Park County Fair

28-29 Joint Agriculture Legislative Interim
Committee — Casper

31 WyFB Distinguished Service
and WyFB Leadership Awards
Nomination Deadline

August

4 Converse County Farm Bureau
Federation Candidate Forum at 6
p.m. - Jackalope Square in Douglas

4-6  Select Water Legislative Committee

-TBD
18 Primarly_)EIection Day
19 WyFB Policy Conference — Farm

Bureau Center in Laramie
20-21 Joint Transportation Legislative
Interim Committee - Evanston
September
- Joint Travel Legislative Interim
Committee - Jackson

9 Weston County Farm Bureau
Federation Annual Meeting -
Newcastle

9 Johnson County Farm Bureau

Federation Resolutions Meeting
at 5 p.m. - Buffalo

9 AFBF Farm 250 Photo Contest
Deadline

10 Crook County Farm Bureau
Federation Annual Meeting

17 Campbell County Farm Bureau
Federation Annual Meeting

18 Park County Farm Bureau
Federation Annual Meeting at 6 p.m.

21-22 Joint Agriculture Legislative Interim
Committee - Sheridan

25 Natrona County Farm & Ranch
Bureau Annual Meeting & Banquet
at5p.m.

27 Northeast District Farm Bureau
Annual Meeting

October

17 Wyoming Needs Agriculture Event —
University of Wyoming IPF in Laramie

November
General Election Day

12-14 WyFB 107th Annual Meeting-
Ramkota Hotel in Casper

January 2027

8-13 FBF Annual Convention —
Charlotte, NC

Visit wyfb.org
for event updates
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AgriculturallySpeaking
Agricultural labor

reform can’t wait

ver the years, I've visited with farm-
Oers and ranchers in nearly every

corner of the country. One concern
comes up over and over: the need for agri-
cultural labor reform.

Farmers need people who are willing
and able to come alongside side them in
the hard work of producing the food, fuel
and fiber that American families depend
on. But finding skilled, reliable workers
has become increasingly difficult, and the
H-2A program doesn’t meet the needs of
agriculture.

This issue is personal for me. My fam-
ily made the difficult decision to step
away from dairy farming years ago, and
labor challenges played a big role in that
decision. The fact that farmers are being
forced to change crops or shutdown their
farms due to a shortage of workers is why
agricultural labor reform has been a top
priority during my time as president of the
American Farm Bureau Federation.

Agriculture needs leaders who are
willing to tackle tough issues. House Ag-
riculture Committee Chairman Glenn
“G.T.” Thompson has been a champion for
farmers across the country on this issue,
and his introduction of the Securing Ag-
riculture’s Workforce Act is an important
step forward. I was proud to stand along-
side Chairman Thompson this week as he
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Zippy Duvall

introduced this bill and brought together
farmers, ranchers and agricultural lead-
ers to highlight the need for meaningful
labor reform. This bill reflects years of
conversations with farmers and ranchers
and recommendations from the biparti-
san Agricultural Labor Working Group
that Chairman Thompson formed. Most
importantly, it recognizes that agriculture
needs a guestworker system that works in
the real world.

America’s Agricultural
Workforce Challenge

The need for agricultural labor reform
isn’t new, but it’s becoming more urgent
with every passing season. H-2A labor certi-
fications have increased by more than 25%
since 2021, and the program is on pace to
grow again this year. Farmers are doing ev-
erything they can to find the workers they
need, but the demand for agricultural labor
is not slowing down.

A one-size-fits-all approach simply
doesn’t work for agriculture, either. Some
farms need seasonal workers, and others
need year-round employees. And domestic
labor shortages remain severe. When farm
jobs are posted, less than 1% are filled by
a domestic applicant, and even fewer stay
through the season. Farmers are left trying
to plan months in advance without know-

Conversations

at the table

table reads “Gather at the Table.”
Having family and friends gather
at the table for meals and conversations
brings me great joy and is time I value
greatly. It’s amazing the conversations that
come from sitting still together at the table.
The same is true for gathering at meeting
tables. Conversations at the meeting table
are important to the advocacy work we do
for Wyoming farmers and ranchers. The
conversations that come from sitting at
the meeting table with members, decision-
makers, candidates and consumers guide
the direction of policy implementation.
Some conversations at the table include
a meal. In June, WyFB along with the
Wyoming Stock Growers Association and
the Wyoming Wool Growers Association,
hosted agriculture conversations at the
breakfast table with Wyoming gubernatorial
candidates. The format was intentionally
designed to be a one-of-a-kind event
where members and staff from Wyoming
agriculture organizations gathered at the
breakfast table with the candidates. There
were no microphones, no stages, and no
props in the room. The room was filled with

The tray on my family’s dining room

American Farm Bureau Federation President

ing whether they’ll have the workforce they
need to plant, care for and harvest their
crops. At the same time, farmers must nav-
igate rising costs, complicated regulations,
and a program that has not been modern-
ized by Congress in decades.

A Path Forward for Agricultural
Labor Reform

For many farms, labor is not just anoth-
er expense. It can be the difference between
staying in business or having to sell off the
farm. Without enough workers, crops are
left to rot in the fields, farms are forced to
consolidate, and our nation’s healthy food
supply shrinks. That’s why Farm Bureau
has spent years working with lawmakers
on both sides of the aisle to move this issue
forward.

The Securing Agriculture’s Workforce
Act represents meaningful progress. It is
a recognition that farmers need access to
a reliable workforce and that the current
system needs improvement. No piece of
legislation solves problems overnight. But
after years of talking about agricultural la-
bor reform, it’s encouraging to see momen-
tum building around solutions. Farmers
deserve a labor system that works for all of
agriculture, and we will continue advocat-
ing for solutions that keep America’s food
supply secure. M

Kerin Clark

21 Wyomingites representing Wyoming
agriculture organizations and three
gubernatorial candidates. The question-
and-answer session was conversational
style at the tables. The event provided a
great opportunity to talk about the future of
Wyoming agriculture with the candidates.
Some conversations at the table have
no meal. Those conversations are driven
by policy work. In May, the Wyoming Joint
Travel, Recreation, Wildlife & Cultural
Resources Interim Committee supported
the creation of a small working group with
landowners and sportsmen to recognize
landowner’s contributions to wildlife
habitat and the relationship between
landowners and sportsmen as it relates
to wildlife. The working group consists of
four landowner representatives and four
sportsmen representatives and is tasked
with reporting back to the Committee in
September. It will be important that the
conversations make meaningful progress
to address a topic that has been discussed
for decades. WyFB is represented by
Converse County Rancher Rachel Grant. We
thank Rachel for her commitment to this
conversation impacting policy decisions.

Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation Executive Vice President

Conversations at the Farm Bureau
table will happen across the state this
summer and fall as members gather to
discuss important agriculture issues at
resolutions and annual meetings. To
jumpstart those conversations, we invite
you to attend a one-day policy conference
August 19 in Laramie. This conference
will provide issues updates, speakers and
an informational report from the WyFB
Policy Review Committee. The strength of
our work lies in the work you, the member,
do beginning at the local level. We look
forward to joining your tables throughout
the state leading up to the 107th annual
meeting of the Federation.

These are just a few examples of
conversation opportunities. Here at the
Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation, we
have conversations daily with policy
makers to implement the policy developed
by you, the member.

It’s amazing the policy development
and implementation that comes from
gathering together at the table. May the
hospitality at Farm Bureau tables continue
to strengthen Wyoming agriculture and
enhance Wyoming communities.
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WYyFB President Todd Fornstrom was the lead moderator for the agriculture breakfast conversation.
Fornstrom was joined by co-moderators Reg Phillips, WSGA President, and Shaun Sims, WWGA

Vice President. COURTNEY BEENE PHOTO.

Converse County Farm Bureau Federation President Tim Pexton
(right) visits with members from the WWGA and WSGA during the

breakfast conversation. COURTNEY BEENE PHOTO.

Park County Farm Bureau Federation President Corey Forman and Northeast District
Director Matt Stroh during the meet and greet segment. courRTNEY BEENE PHOTO.

GUBERNATORIAL
BREAKFAST... From Page 1

“I was very encouraged to see Wyoming’s
ag organizations come together with common
purpose to have an open discussion with the
candidates about the issues that agriculture
faces in Wyoming,” said Matt Stroh, Weston
County Rancher and WyFB Northeast District
Director. “This cooperation with the other ag
organizations, led by Wyoming Farm Bureau, is
a big step in ensuring that Wyoming producers
will have their voices heard.”

Converse County Farm Bureau
Federation President and rancher Tim
Pexton said he believes it is important
to have a good idea of the core beliefs
of candidates. “Most candidates for of-
fice will tell you that they will listen to
the people and make decisions based
on what the majority are saying,”
Pexton said. “In reality, most every-
day choices don’t lend themselves to
waiting to hear from the people, so the
elected official’s core beliefs will guide
their actions.”

Attendees gathered around the table for breakfast and conversation prior to the question-
and-answer session that was held conversational style. courTNEY BEENE PHOTO.

“Having representatives from the ag-
riculture groups present in a small room,
sharing a meal and visiting with the can-
didates for governor, then hearing their
answers to some agriculture specific ques-
tions was a valuable experience and went
a long way in helping me decide for whom
to vote,” Pexton concluded.

The Wyoming Farm Bureau Federa-
tion appreciates the candidates sharing
their vision for agriculture and visiting
with Wyoming farmers and ranchers.
Keeping agriculture strong in Wyoming

and America is important for those who
grow food and fiber, for those who con-
sume food and fiber, and for the security
of our nation.

“The agriculture breakfast conversa-
tion with the candidates was a fantastic
event for Wyoming agriculture,” said
Kerin Clark, WyFB Executive Vice Pres-
ident. “Having members and staff from
Wyoming agriculture organizations in
the same room with the candidates con-
versing about Wyoming agriculture was
impactful.” H
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Visit wyfb.org and click on the “Membership/Benefits”
tab for a complete listing of value-added benefits.

The Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation believes constitutional government, the competitive enterprise
system, property rights and individual freedom are necessary components for a strong agriculture, a
strong Wyoming and a strong America. We are a centennial grassroots organization that cares about your
future. Whether you are a farmer, rancher or a consumer of food...membership is a good investment to
secure stability of agriculture here in Wyoming. As a member, WyFB provides you with exclusive benefits
as a way to say thank you. These benefits may pay your annual membership fee many times over.

FEATURED BENEFIT: Grainger

Current members may access member benefits at
www.wyfb.org and click on the “Membership/Benefits” tab.

You may also utilize the Farm Bureau Member Benefits app
on your phone to access your benefits.

Questions: email bsettelmeyer@wyfb.org or call 307-721-7723.
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Choose from over one million products and a host
of solutions to help keep your operations running.

Farm Bureau membership provides access to exclusive
discounts and free shipping on all standard orders!
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Young Farmer & Rancher News
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Farm Bureau journey began with YF&R

BY KAILEY BARLOW,
WYFB YouNG FARMER & RANCHER
COMMITTEE MEMBER

ourteen years ago, my understand-
Fing of Farm Bureau was limited to

knowing that it was my insurance
provider. At that time, I had recently
taken on the role of Manager for the
Sublette County Fair, was completing
my final semester at the University of
Wyoming, and was attending a confer-
ence in Cody, Wyoming. I didn’t know
many people there, but during a meal,
I had the opportunity to sit next to Ami
Barker from Uinta County. As we talked,
she discovered that I had grown up on
a ranch in Sublette County and asked
about my involvement with Farm Bu-
reau. My response was simple: “Well,
I have insurance through them.” Ami
likely laughed and proceeded to enlight-
en me about the broader aspects of Farm
Bureau that I had yet to discover. That
was the beginning of my journey.

About a week later, Ami texted to
congratulate me on being elected as one
of the Southwest District representa-
tives on the Young Farmer and Ranch-
er (YF&R) committee. At that point, I
still lacked a huge understanding of
Farm Bureau, and I had no idea what
I was getting into. Shortly after that, I
registered for and participated in the
Collegiate Discussion Meet. I didn’t win,
but it was a great opportunity to learn
more about the competitive options in
the YF&R program. Luckily, the Annual
Meeting took place in Laramie that fall,
allowing me to attend while balanc-
ing my classes and work. Through my
participation in the Annual Meeting, I
gained invaluable insights into Farm
Bureau’s mission and the significance of
being part of a grassroots organization.
The policies discussed and their imple-
mentation amazed me, and I have since
been grateful to belong to an organiza-
tion that is so dedicated to its members.

During my time on the YF&R com-
mittee, I was fortunate to travel to
Phoenix, Arizona, and Kansas City,
Missouri, for the AFBF Leadership and
FUSION conferences. These experienc-
es provided me with a national per-
spective on Farm Bureau and allowed
me to network with farmers and ranch-
ers from across the country, deepening
my understanding of agriculture and
its impact on various communities.
However, one of the most incredible
opportunities I had through Farm Bu-
reau was traveling to Washington, D.C.
with several other committee members
and staff. It was remarkable to sit in
our nation’s capital and discuss issues
pertinent to small-town Wyoming with
representatives from the Department
of the Interior, the Japanese Embassy,
and our congressional staff.

Throughout the years, I have served
with numerous individuals on the com-
mittee, many of whom have become
friends. I know I have someone I could
call on in any corner of the state should
I have questions about agriculture
issues or concerns. I have witnessed
friends and former committee mem-
bers excel through agricultural chal-
lenges, thanks to the knowledge and
skills they developed as participants
in the Young Farmer and Rancher pro-
gram.

KANSAS CITY

Kailey Barlow representing the WyFB YF&R Committee
on stage at an AFBF YF&R Conference in Kansas City.

Kailey Barlow and her son Bo

whs . el 2 | TN o
Kailey Barlow (2nd from right) on a WyFB YF&R Committee Washington, D.C. leadership
trip. Shown in this picture are fellow committee members at the time: Kolter Schuebel, Kyle
and Stacy Berger, Barlow, and Toni Swartz.

Kailey

Barlow on a
WyFB YF&R
Committee
Washington,
D.C. leadership
trip speaking
to members
of Wyoming'’s
Congressional
Delegation

Farm Bureau and the YF&R pro-
gram have profoundly impacted
my life, and I am saddened that my
time on the committee is coming to
a close. I strongly encourage any-
one interested in the YF&R program
to engage at the local level, attend
our annual conference, or consid-
er running for the state committee.
Elections for the YF&R committee
will take place this fall and WyFB
members aged 18-35 should all con-
sider applying. You will not regret
the time spent in this remarkable
organization, which not only advo-
cates for Wyoming agriculture but
also develops exceptional leaders
in their communities, the state, and
even nationwide. I am very thankful
for the experiences and education I
have gained through Farm Bureau,
and I hope that all members will
consider becoming more involved to
discover what Farm Bureau can offer
them, their community, and beyond.
Though my time on the committee is
ending, my journey with Farm Bu-
reau isn’t over and I look forward to
finding how I can positively impact
the organization and Wyoming agri-
culture in the future. M

Kailey Barlow is an eighth-genera-
tion rancher from Southwest Wyoming.
She continues to help on the family ranch,
while also managing the Sublette County
Fair and operating Sled Runner Cattle
Company, where she raises and sells An-
gus and Simmental bulls. Kailey is deep-
ly committed to preserving ranching
heritage while fostering opportunities for
future generations in the industry.
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Little Letters, Big Impact

BY COURTNEY BEENE

The Wyoming Farm Bureau \L

Federation is now accept-

Ty @
ing applications from /N

teachers, farmers and ranchers (ﬁ“\&/ * w ANTED' w
interested in participating in ®
the second year of its Ag Pen Pal %
program. With letters beginning ’ o o
in February 2027, the semes- m&/ A/ WYOMING FARMERS AND RANCHERS
ter-long program pairs Wyoming
classrooms to local agricultural g .
producers to help bridge the gap
between the farm-to-table sys- p m p@Z
tem. Through a series of letter
exchanges, students will learn K-5th Grade Classrooms Wanted!
where their daily necessities
come from, directly from the
people who grow and raise them.

Each classroom is matched
with a farmer or rancher from
its region, giving students a first-
hand look at life on a Wyoming

farm or ranch. Throughout the
semester, participants exchange

* SHOWCASE WYOMING AGRICULTURE
HELP STUDENTS UNDERSTAND THAT THEIR
FOOD, FIBER, AND FUEL STARTS ON THE FARM

two to three letters about topics p—— DEVELOP A TRUSTING RELATIONSHIP
including livestock care, crop , BETWEEN FARMERS, R ANCHERS AND
production and the daily respon- Write 2 letters to an actual farmer or rancher. REQUIREMENTS:

sibilities of agriculture. The let- Learn about natural resources, seasons, (] INVOLVEMENT IN PRODUCTION AGRICULTURE

ters can include photos, stories ~ nutrition, communities, [_| WRITE 3 LETTERS TO YOUR ASSIGNED CLASSROOM
and answers to students’ ques- environment, W?/?/tyr:)iwr'iig.d culture of rural N . Contart Courtney Bieheat

tions, creating an engaging per- cbeene@wyfb.org -or- scan

sonal learning experience. here to sign up!
i i CONTACT COURTNEY BEENE AT
Th.e program beglns Wlth CBEENE@WYFB.ORG -OR-
participant matches made be- SCAN HERE TO SIGN UP! Wyoming

» Farm Bureau® Federation

fore the spring semester. Farm- »B= ",
ers and ranchers send their first
letters in February, classrooms
respond in March and a second al in-person visit, giving the students an op- their agricultural community, the Ag Pen production. Interested teachers, farmers and
exchange takes place in April. portunity to meet the person they have been Pal program helps increase agricultural lit- ranchers are encouraged to apply and help
The program finishes in May corresponding with throughout the semester. eracy while driving a greater recognition for make a difference, one letter at a time. Appli-

with a final letter, or an option- By connecting Wyoming students to the people and practices behind agricultural cations close Oct. 31, 2026. H
WYFB YF&R Committee holds spring meeting
- - - \‘k '\1«: o J [ ?‘ : o :'1.’*:;‘; "y ir A T s . qi'“':‘-. I-:': 2
s, ; .-‘/ s,

| e

g Following a full day of program planning, leadership training, agriculture issues
updates, committee presentations and networking the meeting concluded with
an etiquette dinner. The committee planned programs for the coming year in-

The WyFB YF&R Committee spring meeting was held mid-May in Riverton at the Cen- cluding the 2027 WyFB YF&R State Conference. Want to learn more about how
tral Wyoming College Ag Complex. The day began with a tour of the Central Wyoming to get involved?! Send an email to cheene@wyfb.org or visit us at wyfb.org
College Agriculture Complex given by CWC Ag teacher and livestock judging coach Committee members enjoyed a great dinner while learning more about dinner
Amanda Winchester. Left to right: Seth Allen; Laura Dockery; Hannah and Spencer etiquette. Standing (I to r): Laura Dockery; Seth Allen; Hannah and Zack Guild;
Axtell; Cody Alps; Amanda Winchester, CWC; Morgan Stroh; Hannah and Zack Guild; Morgan Stroh; John Werner; and Kailey Barlow. Sitting (I to r): Carson and Abby
Abby and Carson Ellis; and John Werner. KERIN CLARK PHOTO. Ellis; and Cody Alps. KERIN CLARK PHOTO.
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tion (WyFB) welcomes Justin Schil-

ling to the team as Policy Advocacy
Director. Schilling began with the Fed-
eration on June 22. In this role, he will
analyze legislative and regulatory pro-
posals, develop lobbying strategies, and
advocate for and advance the Wyoming
Farm Bureau Federation’s priorities and
policies.

Schilling comes to WyFB with exten-
sive experience in governmental affairs,
legislative advocacy, strategic commu-
nications, and stakeholder engagement.
His most recent role was Deputy Execu-
tive Director of the Wyoming Association
of Municipalities, where his responsibili-
ties included advancing policy priorities
through research, relationship-building,
and policy advocacy. Schilling is a grad-
uate of the University of Wyoming with
a degree in journalism. He was also a
member of the 2025 Leadership Wyo-

The Wyoming Farm Bureau Federa-

WyomingAgriculture

WyFB welcomes Justin Schlllmg

ming-Wyoming Academy class.

“I'm most excited about the oppor-
tunity to meet our members and learn
more about their stories,” Schilling said.
“A close second is working toward our
shared goal of supporting Wyoming’s
farm and ranch families alongside such
a talented group of professionals here at
the Farm Bureau Federation.”

“As I've gotten older, it’s become in-
creasingly important to me to do my
part to make our state a better place and
to maximize the positive impact I can
have—both personally and professional-
ly,” Schilling continued.

He and his wife of 23 years, Lindsey,
live outside Cheyenne with their seven
children, where the family is deeply in-
volved in 4-H, FFA, and Wyoming com-
munity life.

“We are blessed to live on an acreage
just outside Cheyenne with our seven
children and a menagerie of their 4-H

Cvoking witt the C)Hodernw Knnct Site

Mississippi Pot Roast

Recipe by Connie Werner

& A # o . Source Belle of the Kitchen.com
/v k

Ingredients

e 1(3-4lb) chuck roast

e 1packet ranch seasoning mix

e 1packet au jus gravy mix

e 5 stick butter

e 8-10 Peperoncini Peppers

e ' cup Peperoncini Pepper juice

' » '*"\
Directions

1.Put all ingredients into a crockpot
or dutch oven.

2.Cook on low setting for 8 hrs or
until meat is tender and you can
easily shred with a fork.

3.Serve with buns for sandwhiches
or over mashed potatoes. Enjoy!

and FFA project animals. Horses, goats,
rabbits, chickens, and turkeys keep the
kids busy while teaching them import-
ant lessons about responsibility and
the value of hard work,” Schilling said.
“On the rare occasions I have free time,
I enjoy riding motorcycles and tinkering
with all kinds of mechanical projects.”

“If you see me at upcoming events,
please take a moment to say hello. I'd
love to hear about your corner of Wyo-
ming agriculture,” Schilling concluded.

“We are excited to welcome Justin
to our team,” said Kerin Clark, WyFB
Executive Vice President. “Justin’s ex-
perience in strategic advocacy and
stakeholder engagement will contrib-
ute greatly to the agricultural advocacy
work we do for Wyoming farmers and
ranchers. His deep understanding of
public policy, along with his strong com-
munication skills, will serve our organi-
zation well.” W
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Justin Schilling

WyFB welcomes

he Wyoming Farm Bureau Fed-
I eration (WyFB) welcomes Darby
Thayer to the team as Marketing
and Engagement Director. Thayer be-
gan with the Federation on July 6. In
this role, she will develop and execute
marketing and communications strat-
egies to advance the organization’s
mission. Thayer will manage the Fed-
eration’s brand voice across all com-
munication platforms including serv-
ing as editor of Wyoming Agriculture.

“I'am incredibly grateful and excited
to help advocate with and for Wyoming
farmers and ranchers in my role at Wy-
oming Farm Bureau Federation,” Thayer
said. “Every member has an impactful
story worth sharing, and I look forward
to collaborating with our members to
share these stories.”

“Tam also eager to share information
that benefits and educates our members
and consumers while strengthening Wy-
oming agriculture,” she continued.

A fourth-generation member of
her family’s cow-calf ranch in Carbon
County, Thayer has a deep apprecia-
tion and understanding of agriculture,
rural communities and the importance
of advocating for the people and indus-
tries that keep Wyoming strong. Thayer
earned her bachelor’s degree in com-
munication with minors in marketing,
leadership and professional & technical
sales from the University of Wyoming
(UW) in May 2025 and completes her
Master of Business Administration at
UW in July 2026.

During college, Thayer gained
real-world marketing and event coor-
dination experience working for the
UW Athletics Marketing Department
for three years and the UW Foundation
for one year. She also completed an in-
ternship with a local radio station as a
live-remote broadcaster.

_mg Darby Thayer

Darby Thayer

Thayer values the importance of Wyoming
agriculture and serving WyFB members. “Ad-
vocating for ranchers and farmers and working
every day to strengthen agriculture and Wyo-
ming communities is essential for the future of
our state, our industry and our food system,”
Thayer concluded. “WyFB is truly unique as
the ideas and issues the organization supports
start from the ground up with county level
members. This gives the local ranchers and
farmers a voice and the ability to advocate for
real issues in agriculture that they face daily.”

“We are excited to welcome Darby to our
team,” said Kerin Clark, WyFB Executive Vice
President. “Darby’s strong appreciation, under-
standing and joyful attitude about advocating
for agriculture will be a fantastic addition to the
advocacy work we do for Wyoming farmers and
ranchers. Her academic, professional and life
experiences will contribute greatly to the mis-
sion of the Federation.” M
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Karen Budd-Falen, Associate Deputy Secretary, U.S. Department of Interior, was

Joby Young (far right), AFBF Executive Vice President.

a featured speaker. Budd-Falen spoke in-depth about the BLM’s proposed grazing
regulations and attended the BLM facility tour with the group. The Western State
Farm Bureau presidents stopped for a photo with Budd-Falen (2nd from right) and
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Wyomingites (I to r): Justin Schilling, WyFB; Todd Fornstrom, WyFB; Laura Forn-
strom; Karen Budd-Falen; and Kerin Clark.

Western Region Farm Bureaus gather in Nevada

ern State Farm Bureau Presidents, Administrators
and Government Affairs Directors Conference at
the end of June in Reno, Nevada. The conference brings
in speakers on a variety of Western issues impacting

The Nevada Farm Bureau hosted the annual West-

agriculture and rural communities as well as the op-
portunity for states to collaborate and share insights on
a variety of relevant topics. This year’s tours included
the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Palamino Wild
Horse and Burro Management facility and a U.S. Forest

N

Farm Bureau
RECOGNITION

Farm Bureau Members Receive a

$500 Exclusive
Cash Reward"
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Service restoration project near Lake Tahoe.

Karen Budd-Falen, Associate Deputy Secretary, U.S. De-
partment of Interior, was a featured speaker. Budd-Falen
spoke in-depth about the BLM’s proposed grazing regula-
tions and attended the BLM facility tour with the group. M
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WyFB thanks Kelly Carpenter

he Wyoming Farm Bureau Fed-

I eration (WyFB) expresses ap-

preciation to Kelly Carpenter

as she concluded nearly four years of

service to the organization. Carpenter

began with the Federation in July 2022

as the National Affairs Associate. Her

role expanded in 2024 as she became

a Policy Advocacy Director for the or-
ganization.

Carpenter said she enjoyed getting
to know the members and how to best
serve them while representing their
policy in various settings.

“It has been an honor and a privi-
lege to represent the hardworking farm
and ranch families of this state,” Car-
penter said. “I hope they know how tru-
ly special they are - and how Wyoming
wouldn’t be Wyoming without them.”

WyFB Executive Vice President
Kerin Clark said Carpenter’s contribu-
tions and insight she brought to her
role made her a valued member of the
team. “Kelly’s strong research skills,
ability to write detailed comments on
rules impacting agriculture and com-
mitment to advocating for member
priorities made a meaningful impact,”

-

- Wyoming

o Farm Bureau®Federation

Kelly Carpenter

Clark said. “We wish her the very best in
this next chapter.”

Carpenter’s last day with Federation
was June 8. As Carpenter embarks on a
new chapter in a different field, we extend
our best wishes for continued success in
her future endeavors. l

P
ey

Calves are more valuable than ever.

That's why Vitalix tubs are built to deliver concentrated nutrition that calves need
to thrive. With highly digestible vitamins and minerals, Vitalix supports health,
growth and consistent performance.

Learn more from your local sales manager today!

Ralph Hinton « 970-966-4904 - rhinton@uvitalix.com
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Distinguished Service and
Farm Bureau Federation
Leadership Award nominations
due by Friday, July 31, 2026

ominations for the Wyoming Farm
NBureau Federation Distinguished

Service and Farm Bureau Leader-
ship Awards are due in the state office no
later than Friday, July 31. These awards
recognize those individuals/couples who
have devoted much time to the betterment
of agriculture in Wyoming and the Wyo-
ming Farm Bureau Federation.

The Distinguished Service Award rec-
ognizes distinguished and meritorious
service in the interest of Wyoming agri-
culture.

The Farm Bureau Federation Leader-
ship Award recognizes exemplary leader-
ship, service or contributions to Farm Bu-
reau through outstanding achievements
and work in the interest of Farm Bureau.

Award nominations may be made
by any county Farm Bureau Federation.

enhancmg Wyommgfcommun‘ﬂes.

Please note:

® Only one nomination per award may
be made by the county.

® Award judging is done by the Ad-
ministrative Advisory Committee of the
Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation Board
of Directors.

The committee is not limited to consid-
ering only nominations from participat-
ing county Farm Bureau Federations but
may make an independent selection.

The nomination award form is avail-
able at wyfb.org, click on the “Events” tab
and then scroll to the award deadline link
for July 31.

The awards will be presented at the
evening banquet on Nov. 13 at the WyFB
Annual Meeting in Casper. Contact Dee
Brewer at 307-721-7719 or dbrewerl@
wyfb.org for more details. M

Strengthening Wyommg agnculturé

] "I- 1ﬁ.l

ViTALIX
INC.”

TRUE BLUE.
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Agriculture’s labor challenges

BY JOHN WALT BOATRIGHT, AFBF,
DIRECTOR, GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS
JULY 2, 2026, AMERICAN FARM BUREAU
026 is a year of important milestones
2 for our country. Nearly all Americans
will leave Fourth of July weekend
with fresh memories of the America 250
celebrations. Many fewer will recognize
that it has been 40 years since lawmakers
last reformed our agricultural labor and
immigration programs via the Immigra-
tion Reform and Control Act of 1986.

Why does that matter? For one, it was
the last time Congress passed farm la-
bor reforms into law, despite multiple at-
tempts. It is also a reminder that farmers
and ranchers have been struggling with
labor shortages for decades with little re-
lief from policymakers.

Securing Agriculture’s
Workforce Act

Enter Glenn “G.T.” Thompson, a nine-
term Pennsylvania congressman and cur-
rent chairman of the House Agriculture Com-
mittee. In 2023, he appointed a bipartisan
group of lawmakers to deliberate and deliver
solutions for the primary guestworker pro-
gram for U.S. agriculture — the H-2A program.
This group met with a broad cross-section of
stakeholders, including farmers and ranch-
ers who struggle to secure a reliable work-
force regardless of commaodity or region. The
product of that work serves as the foundation
for his newly introduced Securing Agricul-
ture’s Workforce Act (SAWA).

H-2A Utilization Has Soared
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The proposal centers on three key
H-2A reform: controlling costs, improving
access, and modernizing and streamlin-
ing the program.

The costs of using the program are sig-
nificant. Employers are required by law to
pay housing, transportation and mandato-
ry wage costs for H-2A employees, as well
as cover the administrative costs of the
program. The Adverse Effect Wage Rate
(AEWR), the minimum hourly wage rate
H-2A employees must be paid, has been
the major and unpredictable cost driver
for farmers. In the past decade alone, the
AEWR has easily outpaced private sector
wage growth, with the AEWR rising by
60% compared to a 49% increase in pri-
vate sector wage growth. However, unlike
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most in the private sector, farmers and
ranchers cannot pay for increased labor
costs by raising their prices; they are price
takers not price makers.

SAWA restructures a flawed method-
ology by adopting reforms by the U.S. De-
partment of Labor following the welcome
discontinuation of the USDA Farm Labor
Survey. The new rule also recognizes the
extensive nonwage costs associated with
the program and factors those costs in into
the final AEWR determination. Along with
codifying the Trump administration’s Oc-
tober 2025 AEWR reforms, which will
save farmers hundreds of millions of dol-
lars in inflated costs, SAWA adds sensible
reforms by capping year-over-year growth
and eliminating mid-contract changes,

thereby limiting the unpredictability that
has long plagued the program.

The involvement of three Cabinet-level
departments (Labor, Homeland Security,
State) and various state agencies that poor-
ly communicate with each other and the
employers and employees they serve has
long undermined the program’s efficiency.
For example, delays, backlogs and other
inefficiencies have become too common in
the petitioning process, which results in
lost time on the farm and reduced produc-
tivity, which hurts a farm’s preparedness
and economic sustainability.

SAWA directs the agencies to create an
online platform as a single point of access
for growers and reinstitutes the in-person
interview waiver for returning H-2A work-
ers who have a proven history of vetting
and reliability. Importantly, SAWA also des-
ignates H-2A workers as essential, which
will keep government funding disruptions
from halting the program’s functionality.

The current H-2A program only pro-
vides farmers and ranchers with a season-
al and temporary workforce. This limited
eligibility prevents the many sectors in
production agriculture with year-round -
and sometimes even hourly — labor needs
from using the program. These sectors
include, but are not limited to, operations
like dairies with consistent milking needs,
horticultural operations with plants at
various stages, and livestock operations
with varying animal husbandry needs.

FARMLABORBILL ... Page 20
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Wyoming Primary Election

EDITOR’S NOTE: All candidates for Wyoming United States Senator, Wyoming United States Representative, and Wyoming Governor were provided
the opportunity to submit a position statement (no more than 600 words). In the position statement, the candidates were asked to
“Please share your vision for agriculture by addressing current issues and future opportunities to support and strengthen Wyoming agriculture.”
Those candidates (in alphabetical order) who replied have their responses printed as received in this special election issue.

Candidates for
United States Senator

Billy Benavidez, Democratic
No response submitted.

James Byrd, Democratic

As a fifth-generation Wyomingite whose family home-
steaded near Laramie in the 1860s, I know that agricul-
ture isn’t just an industry in our state—it is our bedrock,
our heritage, and our character. Our ranchers and farm-
ers face a volatile global market, unpredictable weather,
and escalating costs, yet they continue to feed and clothe
the world. My vision for Wyoming agriculture is built on a
simple promise: protecting the independence of our pro-
ducers, lowering the cost of doing business, and ensuring
that family operations can be passed down to the next
generation.

Defending Public Lands and Grazing Rights: In
Wyoming, the federal government manages nearly half
the land. For our livestock industry to thrive, federal
officials must act as good neighbors, not detached
landlords. I am completely opposed to any efforts
to sell off or privatize public lands. For generations,
federal grazing leases have been a critical tool that
keeps our family ranches afloat. Dissolving these
agreements or selling off these tracts would completely
disrupt the longevity of our agricultural economy. As
your U.S. Senator, [ will fight to keep public lands in
public hands, ensuring stable, predictable, and fair
grazing permit renewals that respect the historical
footprint of our ranchers.

Lowering Input Costs and Opening Markets: Right
now, the heavy burden on our producers comes down
to "kitchen table" issues and operational overhead.

The soaring costs of diesel, fertilizer, seed, and labor
are squeezing profit margins to a breaking point.
Washington's reckless tariff policies have repeatedly
backfired on our producers, triggering retaliatory
measures that closed critical global markets for
American beef and grain, forcing buyers to look to
competitors like Argentina. We need a trade policy that
opens doors rather than slamming them shut. I will
advocate for aggressive market access enforcement,
transparent supply chains, and federal policies that
bring down domestic energy and raw material costs for
the folks doing the heavy lifting on the ground.

Strengthening Rural Infrastructure: We cannot
support agriculture without supporting the communities
where producers live, work, and raise families. When
a rural hospital or clinic closes, a dangerous ripple
effect runs straight down Main Street. Soon, schools
shrink, young families leave, and the community fabric
unravels. I will work to secure federal investments
to stabilize rural healthcare infrastructure, protect
emergency medical services, and support our
community colleges. Our colleges are uniquely
positioned to provide the technical education and
specialized training our youth need to build careers
right here in Wyoming.

The Path Forward: Wyoming’s agricultural legacy
was built on resilience, grit, and cooperation. It
shouldn't be undermined by short-sighted federal
mandates or trade wars that treat our producers
like poker chips. I am running for the U.S. Senate
to be Wyoming’s representative to Washington,
D.C.—not Washington’s representative to Wyoming.

I am committed to fighting for the resources, land
protections, and economic stability our agricultural
community deserves to keep family farms and ranches
in the family for another five generations.

Jill Edwards, Republican

Email: coffeequeen1972@gmail.com
Website: edwardsforus.com

Wyoming agriculture is more than an industry. It
is the backbone of our state and a way of life that has
been passed down through generations. Our farmers
and ranchers feed our communities, care for our land,
and strengthen our rural economy. As your next U.S.
Senator, I will work to ensure they have the freedom and
support they need to succeed.

My top priority is reducing the cost of doing business.
Inflation, high fuel prices, equipment costs, fertilizer,
feed, insurance, and labor shortages continue to place
enormous pressure on family operations. I will support
policies that reduce unnecessary regulations, expand
market opportunities, and encourage responsible
economic growth while protecting private property
rights.

Water is one of Wyoming’s most valuable resources,
and I believe we must be good stewards of it. Whether
it is protecting our water rights, maintaining irrigation
infrastructure, or carefully evaluating new industrial
projects that could place additional demands on limited
water supplies, Wyoming’s families, farms, and ranches
must come first.

Public lands are another essential part of Wyoming’s
identity. [ support multiple-use management that
respects agriculture, wildlife, recreation, and responsible
energy development. Our public lands should continue
supporting grazing, hunting, and outdoor recreation
while remaining healthy for future generations.

I also believe innovation has an important role in
agriculture. Wyoming has opportunities to create new
industries through research, advanced manufacturing,
and finding new uses for our natural resources. By
investing in education, workforce development,
and agricultural research, we can create additional
markets for Wyoming products while keeping our rural
communities strong.

Finally, I believe government works best when it
listens. I will remain accessible to producers across
Wyoming, seek input from those who work the land
every day, and be transparent about the decisions I
make. The people most affected by agricultural policy
deserve a seat at the table.

Wyoming agriculture has always been built on hard
work, independence, and resilience. Those same values
will guide me in the United States Senate as [ work to
protect our producers, strengthen rural communities,
and ensure Wyoming remains a place where future
generations can continue to farm and ranch.

Harriet Hageman, Republican

As a fourth-generation Wyomingite from a long line
of family ranchers who settled this state, I am acutely
aware of the struggles that our rural neighbors face.
From navigating ideological headwinds against cattle
to working with monopolistic meatpackers controlling
over 85 percent of the market, Wyoming ranchers are
being squeezed from all sides. I have been pleased
to find partnership in the Trump administration to
watch over our nation’s critical livestock industry by
leveraging antitrust laws to crack down on bad actors
who threaten the survival of family ranches while
pushing prices higher. I have also been proud to stand
with the Trump administration from my role on the
House Judiciary Committee to find avenues where we
can combat the zealous environmental lawfare waged
against our farmers and ranchers. No one should find
themselves facing bankruptcy over the prosecution of
vague environmental statutes designed by unelected
D.C. bureaucrats on a crusade to engineer behavior.

I meanwhile remain determined to pass mandatory
country of label laws to protect Wyoming ranchers and

consumers. Americans want to know where their meat
comes from, and our ranchers deserve fair compensation
for their year-round labor in production of a superior
product. Corporatized meat packers, however, processing
and selling foreign beef falsely labeled as “Product of
America” in direct competition with our own domestic
family ranchers is unacceptable. I reintroduced the
Country of Origin Labeling Enforcement Act (MCOOL) for
beef to provide American consumers with the tools they
need and deserve to choose the product they feed their
family. Transparency in the marketplace has never been
more important to increase national cattle herd numbers
and protect America’s proud agricultural heritage.

As Chairman of the Water, Wildlife and Fisheries
Subcommittee, I am committed to restoring
Washington’s proactive approach to constructing and
maintaining our water infrastructure for our farmers
and ranchers. The story of the west is the story of
water conservation. Our ag producers must have the
certainty to know that they will be able to access their
water for stock and irrigation. To that end, I was
pleased the Trump administration recently met my
request to deliver an additional $100 million for the Fort
Laramie irrigation tunnel from the One Big Beautiful
Bill. This money is in addition to the nearly $15 million
in community funding I already secured through
congressional appropriations.

Elected officials must always be finding ways for
the government to make life easier. In a state where
roughly half the land is under federal jurisdiction, the
ability for the government in Washington D.C. to be a
good neighbor is fundamental. I believe the USDA and
Bureau of Land Management have made significant
strides under this administration to ensure that our
livestock producers can graze their cattle and sheep,
but there is still more that can and should be done to
preserve our western way of life. I will keep fighting for
regulatory reform, permitting modernization, funding
for local infrastructure projects, and adherence to our
constitution if I am so honored to serve as Wyoming’s
next U.S. Senator. The Senate has the unique role of
confirming qualified nominees for federal appointments
and judgeships, and my tenure as a two-term member
of Congress with more than 30 years of experience as
a water, natural resources and constitutional attorney
make me uniquely qualified to continue that endeavor.

Wyoming agriculture has always been built on hard
work, independence, and resilience. Those same values
will guide me in the United States Senate as I work to
protect our producers, strengthen rural communities,
and ensure Wyoming remains a place where future
generations can continue to farm and ranch.

John Holtz, Republican

I am an Eagle Scout and a member of the Christian
Legal Society since law school. I obtained the first
double-digit firm fixed-price contract in the history of
the Hughes Aircraft Company; and [ was the head of the
team to redesign the fire control system; consisting of
the laser range finder, ballistic computer and thermal
imaging system of the Army's main battle tank, the
M60A3. I was in the Electro Optical and Space Division
of the Hughes Aircraft Company.

My grandmother met my grandfather in Gillette in
1919 and her brothers had the livery stable.

My grandfather wouldn't let my dad become a navy
pilot because cousin Earl Holtz was killed in a crash with
Doyen Wardwell, the head of the Wyoming Aeronautical
Commission at the Casper airport in 1929. My dad had to
enlist in the Marines in World War II.

I was one of the youngest judges in Wyoming
history and helped establish the Circuit Court system

Candidates for US Senator Cont'd Page 11 ...
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Candidates for US Senator Continued ...

of today. I was president of my college fraternity and the
president of the Alumni Association of the Delta Gamma
chapter of the Kappa Sigma Fraternity at the University
of Wyoming from 1988 to 1992.

[ was instrumental in placing the carrying of
concealed weapon without a permit for Wyoming
residents on the Wyoming Republican platform in 2010.
[ am a life member of the NRA.

I was class president at Clark Air Base in the
Philippines, where the Japanese first developed
kamikaze tactics as a mass weapon of war. [ was on the
Bataan Death March 20th anniversary march with three
of the original survivors and received the historic trail
award.

My grandmother and grandfather moved to Omaha
after living in Gillette. I was born in Omaha and my
father was in the Air Force. We lived all over the world.
I began kindergarten on a base in Anchorage when
Alaska was still a territory.

My father was an OSI agent and we spent many
years in Del Rio, Texas, where our family friend, Major
Rudolph Anderson, was the first casualty of the Cold
War. He was shot down over Cuba in a U2 when we were
at Clark in the Philippines.

I graduated high school in Omaha and began college
at the University of Maryland, in Munich when my
father received orders to be Deputy Inspector General of
Security for the United States Air Force in Wiesbaden. I
graduated from the University of Wyoming and went
to law school at St. Mary's University in San Antonio,
Texas. [ was a judge for many years in Douglas. [ was a
Space Systems Operations Officer in the United States Air
Force. I am passionate about strengthening America's
defense and reducing the deficit before we experience
hyperinflation.

Government is best that governs least. I will
strengthen America's defense and reduce the deficit. I
would make Social Security non-taxable once again. I
would export our resources to Europe and Israel through
the Straits of Gibraltar to broaden our opportunities.
Wyoming is an energy treasure trove in an energy short
world. Our natural resources should help our friends,
not our enemies.

I have international experience and qualifications
unmatched by others. 1would cut social programs. 1
support Wyoming agriculture, absolutely.

I will follow the Constitution. Iwill strengthen
America's defense and reduce the deficit and uphold the
Constitution of the United States of America. I am not
afraid to risk my career to do the right thing.

I would support additional firefighting capabilities.

Sam Mead, Republican

As a fifth-generation rancher, agriculture has always
been a cornerstone of my life. My family has been raising
cattle in Wyoming since the 1890’s, and I understand
firsthand that the success of our producers depends
on protecting the land, water, and freedoms that make
agriculture possible. The challenges facing Wyoming
agriculture are deeply personal. I believe the federal
government's role is to empower the people who feed
our nation. That means protecting private property,
preserving local control, responsibly managing our
natural resources, investing in rural infrastructure,
and ensuring producers have the certainty they need
to plan, invest, and pass their operations on to the next
generation. As Wyoming's next elected U.S. Senator, I will
be a consistent advocate for policies that keep decision-
making close to the people who know this land best.

Water is Wyoming agriculture's most valuable
resource, and protecting it must remain a top priority.
We must defend Wyoming's water rights while investing
in the infrastructure that allows producers to make the
most of every drop. Strategic investments in irrigation
systems, water storage, and delivery infrastructure can
improve productivity, strengthen drought resilience, and
support the long-term viability of Wyoming agriculture.
The federal government should be a reliable partner by
supporting voluntary, producer-driven conservation and
infrastructure programs that help farmers and ranchers
improve water efficiency without imposing unnecessary
mandates. Just as important is ensuring producers have

WyomingAgriculture

access to research, technical assistance, and practical
education so they can adopt proven water management
practices that increase yields while conserving this
critical resource.

Wyoming has also shown the nation that multiple-
use management works. Our state has successfully
balanced agriculture, energy production, outdoor
recreation, wildlife, and conservation while maintaining
working lands that sustain rural communities. I support
maintaining the Bureau of Land Management and Forest
Service’s multiple-use mandate and ensuring federal
agencies have the staffing and resources necessary to
process permits, maintain infrastructure, and make
timely, science-based decisions. Wyoming’s state
land management has demonstrated that permitting
can be both efficient and responsible, and we should
continue working toward bringing that same level of
responsiveness and accountability to our federal land
management agencies. Farmers and ranchers need
partners in government.

Wildfire remains one of the greatest threats facing
Wyoming agriculture. Every year, fires destroy grazing
land, fencing, livestock infrastructure, wildlife habitat,
and family livelihoods. We must ensure our federal land
management agencies have the personnel, equipment,
and resources needed to respond quickly and effectively.
At the same time, we should embrace technologies that
improve wildfire detection and suppression, including
satellite monitoring, drones, and other emerging
tools. Proactive land management can significantly
reduce catastrophic fire risk before a single fire
occurs. Protecting Wyoming’s working lands requires
coordination across federal, state, and local partners,
and I will work to ensure our producers have a strong
voice in those decisions.

Wyoming agriculture has always succeeded because
of the independence, resilience, and stewardship of
the people who make their living on the land. My
commitment is simple: I will fight for policies that
strengthen and not burden our producers, protect the
resources they depend upon, and ensure agriculture
remains a thriving part of Wyoming’s economy and
heritage for generations to come.

Jimmy Skovgard, Republican

Jimmy Skovgard Candidate for United States Senate,
Wyoming Wyoming agriculture is not just an industry.
It is our food, our health, our land, our water, and our
way of life. When a ranch or farm is lost, Wyoming loses
more than a business. We lose a piece of our inheritance.
My vision for agriculture begins with a simple promise:
Washington should not make it harder for Wyoming
families to feed America, feed our own communities, or
pass working land to the next generation. The United
States Senate should be looking hard at the obesity
epidemic, including right here in Wyoming. This is not
about blaming families. It is about asking why fresh,
local, nutrient-dense food is often harder to buy than
processed food shipped across the country. Wyoming
producers can be part of the answer. We already see the
opportunity. Near Pine Bluffs, organic grain producers
are proving that Wyoming can compete in value-added
markets. Near Cody, small commercial vegetable farms
and bio-intensive market gardens are showing what can
be grown in a hard climate with high tunnels, compost,
careful management, and direct customer relationships.
Those examples do not replace cattle, hay, wheat, beans,
sugar beets, sheep, or conventional production. They
add another lane for Wyoming producers. That is the
point. We need more lanes. First, we must defend private
property and water rights. Water is life in Wyoming.
Irrigation, stock water, storage, and watershed
health need practical support, not political theater.
Conservation works best when it begins with the people
who live on the land. Second, we must protect grazing,
access, and multiple use on public lands. Public lands
are part of Wyoming’s working landscape. Grazing is not
a threat to stewardship. Done right, it is stewardship. I
will oppose federal land selloffs that risk locking future
generations out of the land we inherited together. Third,
we need to rebuild and revitalize Wyoming’s cooperative
network. Producer-owned co-ops, food hubs, shared
cold storage, shared trucking, local processing, online
ordering, and regional aggregation can help farmers
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and ranchers sell directly to consumers, restaurants,
schools, hospitals, and grocery stores. A single small
producer may not be able to afford refrigerated delivery,
packaging, insurance, or marketing alone. A cooperative
network can make that possible. Federal and state grant
partnerships should be strengthened, and where gaps
exist, new ones should be created to help Wyoming
producers build locally controlled, producer-owned
co-ops that keep more food dollars in our communities.
Fourth, we need honest federal support for local food
infrastructure. USDA programs should help Wyoming
producers build markets, not bury producers in forms.
The Farm Bill should support value-added agriculture,
rural processing, cold storage, meat processing, specialty
crops, and direct-to-consumer systems that fit a rural
state with long distances between towns. Fifth, we must
protect the next generation. A young person should

be able to look at the family place and see a future,

not just debt, taxes, and impossible costs. Federal tax
policy should help family operations transfer from one
generation to the next. Agriculture is national security.
Food security, energy security, water security, and strong
rural communities belong in the same conversation.
Wyoming agriculture has carried this state for
generations. My job in the United States Senate will be to
help make sure it can carry the next one.

Candidates for United
States Representative

Jillian Balow, Republican
Response submitted after deadline.

Bo Biteman, Republican

Agriculture isn't just another industry in Wyoming—
it is the foundation upon which our state was built.
Ranchers and farmers are some of the best stewards of
our land, water, and wildlife because their livelihoods
depend on preserving these resources for future
generations. As someone who represents both large
and small Ag producers in my Senate District and has
spent my career working in Wyoming's natural resource
economy, I understand that if agriculture is going to
thrive, government must become a better partner and a
smaller obstacle.

The greatest threat facing Wyoming agriculture
today is not a lack of innovation or work ethic. It is the
increasing burden of federal policies that drive up costs,
limit access to public lands, delay infrastructure projects,
and concentrate more decision-making in Washington
instead of Wyoming. I will fight to reverse that trend.

First, I will work to protect Wyoming's water rights
and defend the prior appropriation doctrine. Water is
the lifeblood of agriculture in our state, and decisions
about Wyoming water should be made by Wyoming,
not by federal agencies or activist courts. I will also
support investments in water storage, irrigation
improvements, and aging rural infrastructure to ensure
our communities have the resources they need for
generations to come.

Second, I will continue fighting for multiple-use
management of our public lands. Wyoming producers
have demonstrated for decades that grazing, wildlife
conservation, recreation, energy development, and
responsible resource management can coexist. Federal
agencies should be working with local communities
instead of imposing one-size-fits-all mandates that
ignore the realities of the West.

I also believe Congress must do more to create a fair
marketplace for America's producers. Too often, ranchers
receive only a fraction of what consumers pay because
market power has become concentrated in the hands of
a few large meat packers. We need greater transparency,
stronger competition, and enforcement of antitrust
laws where appropriate so independent producers can
compete on a level playing field.

Agriculture also depends on affordable and reliable
energy. Wyoming has been blessed with abundant coal, oil,
natural gas, uranium, wind, and other energy resources.
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Those resources not only power America, they power
agriculture. Every unnecessary regulation that increases
the cost of fuel, fertilizer, electricity, or transportation
ultimately increases the cost of producing food. As
Wyoming's lone member of Congress, I will fight to
restore American energy dominance because affordable
energy is essential to keeping family farms and ranches
profitable.

I also recognize that the next generation of producers
faces significant challenges. Rising land prices,
regulatory uncertainty, inflation, and limited access to
capital make it increasingly difficult for young families
to enter agriculture. We should encourage voluntary
conservation programs, expand opportunities for
value-added agriculture, support rural infrastructure,
and remove unnecessary barriers that discourage
investment in our rural communities.

Throughout my ten years in the Wyoming
Legislature, I have worked to lower taxes, protect private
property rights, strengthen our economy, and reduce
unnecessary government interference. Those same
principles will guide me in Congress.

Wyoming agriculture has never asked for special
treatment. It has simply asked for a fair opportunity to
compete, reasonable regulations, secure property rights,
and leaders who understand the importance of rural
communities. That is exactly what I will fight for in
Washington.

Our farmers and ranchers feed our nation, steward
our landscapes, and preserve the Wyoming way of life.
They deserve a representative who will stand with them
every day, protect their freedom to operate, and ensure
that agriculture remains strong for the next generation.
That is the commitment I make to Wyoming's
agricultural community.

Frank Chapman, Republican

As a rancher, businessman, and Licensed Wyoming
Outfitter, I know firsthand that agriculture is not just an
industry in Wyoming. It is a way of life, a foundation of
our economy, and one of the reasons our state remains
strong, independent, and free.

Wyoming agriculture does not survive on speeches
from Washington. It survives on water, land, markets,
family operations, hard work, and the freedom to make
a living without being buried by federal rules written by
people who do not understand the West.

My vision for Wyoming agriculture is simple:
protect the people who feed this country, defend private
property, preserve public land access and multiple use,
and make sure Wyoming producers — not Washington
bureaucrats or activist judges — have the strongest
voice in decisions affecting their land, water, grazing,
livestock, and businesses.

The federal government has made it too hard to
work, build, graze, harvest, permit, and produce.

In Congress, [ will fight to reform NEPA and federal
permitting so projects are reviewed fairly, locally, and on
time. I will support reforms that stop endless lawsuits
and venue shopping by outside groups that use the
courts to shut down Wyoming production. I will fight

for responsible grazing, predator management, water
storage, ditch and irrigation protection, forest health,
and true multiple use of public lands.

Water is one of Wyoming’s most important issues.
Agriculture depends on reliable water, and so do our
communities. I will support federal policies that protect
state water rights, improve storage and infrastructure,
and prevent federal agencies from using regulation to
control Wyoming water.

I will also defend the future of family ranches and
farms. That means opposing tax policies that force
families to sell land just to pass an operation to the
next generation. It means supporting fair markets,
country-of-origin transparency, disaster assistance that
actually reaches producers, and a Farm Bill that works
for Wyoming.

Wyoming agriculture also depends on energy,
transportation, and affordable inputs. When Washington
attacks coal, oil, gas, and fertilizer production, it raises
costs on every producer. Energy independence and
agricultural strength go together.

WyomingAgriculture

Most importantly, Wyoming needs a Congressman
who can be a serious legislator and a trusted advocate. I
will fight when necessary, work with others when it helps
Wyoming, and stay focused on results. My goal is not to
make noise. My goal is to help the citizens of Wyoming.

[ will be there for Wyoming’s ranchers, farmers,
business owners, and families through strong constituent
service. You will not stand alone. I will stand with you.

Wyoming agriculture built this state, and it deserves
a Congressman who is trusted, professional, ethical, and
effective. If elected, I will fight every day to make sure
Washington does not regulate, tax, or litigate Wyoming
agriculture out of existence.

When We Fight... We Win.

ChapmanforCongress.com

Kevin Christensen, Republican
No response submitted.

Richard Dodson, Republican
No response submitted.

Elena Del Real, Democratic
No response submitted.

Steve Friess, Republican

Wyoming agriculture isn’t just an industry-it’s the
foundation of our economy, our communities, and way
of life. Our ranchers and farmers feed this country,
steward millions of acres of working land, and carry
forward a tradition of independence and hard work that
defines who we are. [ believe the job of a congressman
from Wyoming is to defend that way of life.

The greatest threat facing Wyoming agriculture
today is not drought or markets. It is Washington. For
decades, federal bureaucrats who have never set foot on
a Wyoming ranch have written rules that make it harder
to work the land, water the stock, and pass an operation
on to the next generation. That has to stop.

Private property rights are the cornerstone of this
nation, and they will be the cornerstone of my work in
Congress. I will oppose any federal action that erodes
the rights of landowners, and I will fight for Endangered
Species Act reform that respects private property, relies
on credible science, and actually delists recovered
species. Wyoming’s grizzlies and wolves are recovered.
It’s long past time the federal government admitted it
and returned management of our wildlife to the state.

This fight against federal overreach is not new to me.
During the Obama years, I launched a project to draft
executive actions that a new Republican president could
sign immediately to roll back the damage of that era.

A top target was Obama’s Waters of the United States
rule, a power grab that created federal authority over
the tiniest seasonal stream or stock pond and turned
routine ranch work into a federal permitting nightmare.
In February 2017, President Trump signed an executive
order to repeal Obama’s water regulations, a major
property rights win, and more than two dozen of his
executive actions had their roots in our project’s work. In
Congress, I will finish the job. I will defend Wyoming’s
water rights under the prior appropriation doctrine,
work to permanently repeal WOTUS so no future
administration can revive it, and support investment in
the water infrastructure our producers depend on.

Nearly half of Wyoming is federal land, and our
ranching families depend on it. I will hold the BLM
and Forest Service to their multiple use and sustained
yield mandate, protect grazing permits, and fight the
locked-up-lands agenda that treats working ranchers
as trespassers on land their families have grazed
for generations. I will also push for better wildfire
management, faster suppression, and real coordination
with state and local resources, because our producers
cannot afford to watch grass and livelihoods burn while
agencies argue over jurisdiction.

The death tax is a direct assault on family
agriculture. No Wyoming family should be forced to
sell the ranch to pay the IRS. I support eliminating the
death tax entirely, and I will oppose every tax increase
that threatens agriculture. I will also fight for stability
in the farm bill and prioritize relief for producers as
President Trump negotiates better trade deals for
American agriculture.
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Finally, I believe strong agriculture means
strong rural communities. That means cutting the
regulations that strangle small operations, reducing
health insurance costs and expanding access to care,
supporting the next generation of farmers and ranchers,
and defending election integrity so rural Wyoming’s
voice is never diluted.

I am not a career politician. I am a businessman, a
conservative activist, and a Wyoming resident of nearly
thirty years who understands that when government
gets out of the way, the people who work the land
succeed. You will always have a seat at my table, and I
will always have your back in Washington.

David Giralt, Republican

Wyoming agriculture is not just an industry. It is a
way of life, and it is the backbone of our state’s economy
and our identity. As a member of Congress, I will fight
for the policies that let Wyoming’s farmers and ranchers
keep doing what they do best, without Washington
getting in the way.

In 2025, I worked directly in Senator Cynthia
Lummis’s office on the federal issues that matter
most to Wyoming agriculture, including farm hill
provisions, Country of Origin Labeling, water rights,
grazing permits, and trade policy. I did not learn about
these issues from a briefing book. I worked the details
and helped shape the positions Wyoming’s delegation
brought to the table. That experience matters, because
agriculture policy is won or lost in the specifics.

The farm bill remains one of the most important
pieces of agriculture legislation Congress considers, and
Wyoming needs a representative who understands its
mechanics on day one. That means fighting for livestock
risk protection programs, conservation programs that
work with ranchers managing rangeland rather than
against them, and animal disease prevention funding
that protects Wyoming’s herds from threats like New
World Screwworm. Wyoming’s agriculture economy runs
on grass and livestock, not subsidies built for row crop
states, and our priorities need to reflect that.

Country of Origin Labeling matters because Wyoming
ranchers deserve credit, and a fair price, for raising some
of the best beef in the world. I support a strong, truth-in-
labeling system that lets producers voluntarily differentiate
their beef as homegrown Wyoming product, without
burying ranchers in mandatory recordkeeping or inviting
retaliatory tariffs that hurt the producers the policy claims
to help. Consumers already want to know where their beef
comes from, and the market is responding.

Water rights are foundational to Wyoming
agriculture, and I will defend the prior appropriation
system and Wyoming’s authority over its own water
against federal overreach. The same goes for grazing
permits on federal lands. Ranchers should not have to
fight Washington bureaucrats every year just to keep
doing what their families have done for generations. I
will push for permit certainty and a regulatory process
that treats ranchers as partners in land stewardship.

I also believe Wyoming farmers and ranchers
deserve the right to fix their own equipment. When
a tractor breaks down during harvest or calving
season, waiting days for an authorized dealer because
manufacturers have locked out independent repair can
cost a family its crop or its herd. I will support federal
right to repair protections that give Wyoming producers
the freedom to fix what they own.

Finally, I strongly support permanent repeal of
the federal estate tax as it applies to family farms and
ranches. The so-called death tax has forced too many
Wyoming families to sell land, livestock, or equipment
just to pay a tax bill triggered by the death of a parent or
grandparent. Wyoming agriculture depends on the ability
to pass land from one generation to the next intact.

I am the son of legal immigrants who built a life
through hard work, and I understand what it means
to build something with your hands and pass it on.
Wyoming’s farm and ranch families do that every day,
often with little recognition. I am ready to keep doing the
work for the families who feed and sustain this state and
this country.
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Keith B. Goodenough, Republican

Fellow Citizens! I am Keith B. Goodenough,
candidate for the U. S. House. My qualifications
are: [ am, or have been, a Wyomingite, forester,
woodcutter, Peace Corps Volunteer, Spanish speaker,
outdoor maintenance worker, State Senator and State
Representative, lobbyist, City Council member, utility
line locator and County Weed and Pest road warrior.. My
political philosophy is 1/3 conservative, 1/3 liberal and
1/3 libertarian.

I see tough times ahead for farmers and ranchers in
Wyoming. The water situation is obviously critical this
year, and could well continue on a path of decreasing
moisture. If this turns out to be true there will have be
some very serious thought given to new approachers.

When it comes to water my proposal is
breathtakingly simple. A program of reintroducing
beavers to every waterway that will support them. The
engineers of nature will do their natural thing and over
time large areas of riparian habitat, and potentially
riparian habitat, will become hydrated, verdant and
productive. And we will all benefit over time.

My second policy proposal is to drastically increase
the number of grazing animals on the land. I believe
that we cannot have a truly healthy grassland without
the presence of grazing animals, managed correctly. If
the necessary management techniques require more
labor then a program of providing low cost labor will be
implemented through a Conversation Corps approach.

My third policy policy proposal is to develop a much
more robust ranch/farm to market distribution network
in Wyoming. Consumers and be convinced to buy
Wyoming ag products if the conditions are right. This is
where the efforts of the economic development millions
should be partially focused.

Time and space does not permit me to delve into the
many looming serious issues facing the country. The
national debt and debt service payments, the erosion
of the healthcare system, reform of the immigration
realities, the impending solvency crisis with Social
Security, along with many more issues will require
Representatives with open minds and new ideas. If you
have read this far you can see that I am such a person.
Thank you.

Chuck Gray, Republican

I have a strong vision for supporting our Wyoming
ranchers and farmers that I want to implement as our
next At-Large member of Congress. As a Wyoming state
legislator and as Wyoming Secretary of State, [ have a
proven track record of advancing these priorities that I
will continue as a member of Congress.

First, we must protect Wyoming’s water. That
requires defending Wyoming’s water allocations in
our water compacts. As Wyoming’s next member of
Congress, I will ensure that there is absolutely no theft
of water from our state. To help us defend our water
rights, we also need to enhance our storage. [ want to
help build a partnership between the federal and state
government to advance these water storage projects.

We must also support and emphasize our strong
Wyoming product. That requires bringing back country
of origin labeling. It also requires passing policies that
promote food security and recognize and help manage the
risks that our farmers and ranchers take. We must support
the Trump Administration’s efforts to stop the meat packer
monopoly who have hurt our producers for so long.

As a member of the Wyoming Board of Land
Commissioners, I have supported our core agricultural
industries through multiple use of our lands. As
Wyoming’s member of Congress, I will continue that
work by ensuring that our federal lands are managed
for multiple use and that grazing is supported on our
public lands.

It is pivotal that we address the succession issues
that our farmers and ranchers are facing. Isupport the
elimination of the death tax.

We must also support the infrastructure needs of our
rural communities. I have a track record of doing this
both as a member of the Wyoming State legislature with
my work on the legislatively passed Water Bill and also
as a member of the State Loan and Investment Board.

WyomingAgriculture

The upcoming infrastructure updates required in
our state are tremendous, and I plan on ensuring that
there is a partnership between federal, state, and local
governments to complete these infrastructure needs.

It is also pivotal to reduce regulation of our farmers
and ranchers. We need to expand food freedom at the
federal level. It is pivotal for the PRIME Act to be passed,
so that we can have strengthened local meat processing.

We must also stop the leftwing bureaucrats in their
illegal attempts to pass an expanded WOTUS rule. The
Trump Administration has a strategy to make sure that
our farmers and ranchers are permanently protected,
and I want to support successful adoption of that
strategy.

The Endangered Species Act must be revised so
that ridiculous, harmful, and unnecessary government
overreach is stopped. I will also work to successfully
delist the grizzly bear.

It is outrageously wrong that foreigners from China
and other countries have been buying up land across
our country. As Secretary of State, I have been the
strongest Secretary of State in the nation when it comes
to stopping foreign adversaries, and I worked with
the Trump Department of Justice in stopping foreign
adversaries. In Congress, I will work to pass legislation
that bans foreign entities and people from buying up
American land.

We also need better trade protections for our
ranchers and farmers. While in Congress, I will never
support the dumping of foreign products into the United
States. The screwworm outbreak from Mexico must be
stopped through strong action. American farmers and
ranchers should always be put first.

[ will continue to be responsive to the needs of the
people of Wyoming. Please contact me any time at 307-
251-1372.

Lisa Kinney, Democratic
No response submitted.

Reid Rasner, Republican
Response submitted after deadline.

Candidates for
Wyoming Governor

Eric Barlow, Republican

I was raised on my family’s ranch in Campbell
County, and my wife Kelly and I raised our two children
there. As a fourth-generation Wyoming rancher, I
understand the challenges and opportunities facing
agriculture firsthand. I also bring the perspective of a
veterinarian, an energy producer with oil and gas on
our ranch, and a state legislator. Agriculture is part of
my life, my family, and the future we leave to the next
generation of Wyoming.

Wyoming agriculture depends on the basics: water,
land, private property, reliable infrastructure, multiple
use of public lands, and the freedom to operate without
unnecessary government interference.

My vision for agriculture starts with water for crops
and livestock. Wyoming must protect its water rights,
defend prior appropriation, and stand firm in interstate
water discussions. That includes the Colorado River
system, where the Upper Basin should not be forced into
cuts because Lower Basin states overbuilt. Wyoming
should continue working toward a seven-state solution,
but we must also be prepared to defend our water rights
and Western water law if negotiations fail.

We also need to invest in the water infrastructure
producers depend on. From irrigation systems and
canals to diversion structures and water storage, these
systems are aging statewide. They affect more than
operations; they impact property values, wildlife habitat,
fire protection, and local economies. The state should
continue a practical, long-term approach to repairing
and improving water delivery and expanding storage
where it makes sense.

Wyoming agriculture is also facing pressures from
every direction and deserves durable solutions. Beef
producers are watching federal trade decisions and
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executive orders, like the one to import Argentina beef,
that could affect cattle markets. Producers are tracking
animal health threats like New World screwworm.
Farmers and ranchers are waiting on a Farm Bill that
affects conservation, risk management, sugar, forestry,
and other rural programs. We know that federal issues
like grazing decisions, endangered species rules,
electronic identification requirements, and access

to public lands all affect whether families can keep
operating.

Protecting private property rights has to remain
central, too. Producers should not have to fight their own
government to use their land or keep operations viable.
Wyoming should push back when federal rules threaten
grazing and Wyoming families' ability to make a living.

The governor’s role on the State Board of Land
Commissioners and the State Loan and Investment
Board also matters. Decisions about state lands
and leases, along with investments and resource
management, directly affect agriculture. Those
decisions must respect trust obligations, community
interests, and private property rights. State lands are
part of Wyoming’s working landscape, and they should
be managed with transparency and with the needed
resources.

The future of agriculture depends on practical
partnerships. State government does not solve these
issues alone. We need to work directly with producers
and landowners, conservation and irrigation districts,
along with groups like the Wyoming Farm Bureau
Federation and livestock associations. The people closest
to the land understand the problem best and should be
at the table before decisions are made.

Wyoming agriculture has a strong future if we
protect the fundamentals. As governor, I will defend
Wyoming agriculture from federal overreach, outside
pressure, and decisions that ignore rural realities. I can
lead on these issues because I have lived them, worked
them, and built the relationships needed to solve them.

My commitment is to protect the water that sustains
our state, strengthen the producers who care for it,
and make sure the next generation has a meaningful
opportunity to build a life in agriculture, on the land,
and here in Wyoming.

Brent Bien, Republican

Agriculture is critical infrastructure. Without our
growers and producers, we don’t eat. As Governor, I will
treat farming and ranching as the vital industry it is and
do everything in my power to reduce the regulatory and
tax burdens crushing our growers. We must encourage
generational ownership and help reverse the tragic
suicide rate among our farmers and ranchers.

I oppose the compulsory implementation of RFID
tags and virtual fencing and will fight against the
“green” initiatives of biodiversity and trophic cascade
that aim to take our agricultural lands out of production.

[ will review programs like the beef check-off and
cross-county permitting fees to ensure the funds
collected are actually being used for their intended
purpose — not wasted or redirected.

['will act swiftly on reports of livestock rustling.
Working hand-in-hand with local law enforcement and
livestock owners, we will hold perpetrators accountable and
protect the honest producers who feed our state and nation.

We will expand the Wyoming Farm Freedom Act,
open doors for small and mid-sized packers, and
prioritize local meat counters. Our public schools should
serve more Wyoming-grown meats and produce, and we
will aggressively target the growing “grass-fed” market
to create new opportunities for our producers.

Water is life. Regarding interstate compacts on our
rivers, I will not agree to any additional percentage of
Wyoming water leaving the state. We must fully utilize
the water we are entitled to under those compacts. I
will push to expand water storage capabilities across
Wyoming and modernize irrigation systems so every
drop works harder for agricultural production.

Grain and livestock make up 50% of our state seal —
and for good reason. They helped build this great state.
We must protect both if we want a resilient, prosperous
future for Wyoming.
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Curt Blake, Republican

No response submitted.

Kenneth Casner, Democratic

I would like to say I would make more obtainable
or intune with Wyoming Agriculture. We are being
affiliated from outside due to what we have. What we
have is a beautiful state with a lot of beautiful things
but we have corporation ranching now and we have
corporation farming in some aspects in Wyoming now
and are own people, Wyoming agricultural people are
finding the burdens placed on them by the rates of
inflation, and outsourcing our products because I look to
turn that around. The way I would turn that around like
I recently did on a posting last night. We have a severe
drought going on right now, do we really take care of the
agriculture people and the people who depend on their
fields, their structures and their forests are in jeopardy
just by that example because we have wildfires now. We
have things that are overnight you can lose your farm,
you can lose your hay meadows, you can lose everything
due to fire. And what do we do on the 4th of July, we
bang and buck and throw out fires all over the state.
We had a fire incident in Elk Mountain, but if you look
at the cost, it costs the agriculture people, the people
of Wyoming just for that event. I'll put it this way, why
not add, when we vote as independents we have to get
10% above what the Congress does is a mandatory law
in close elections you have to put 10% above that. With
this severe drought we have it would have been real
easy for Wyoming to say, our fireworks price time is one
week before and one week after if you want fireworks,
but you have to pay a 15% excise tax. The reason being
most people who like to shoot fireworks come from out
of state and their states have laws that banned them.
Our state doesn’t have a law that says they will be
banned and they could be banned in situations that
affect agriculture. Medicine Bow River is going down,
Platte River is going down, Seminole Reservoir is 32%
and these are all critical structures for any farmers, any
rancher, even us and yet one fire can wreak havoc on all
of them because it creates you have to suck water out of
reservoirs so you can protect communities. When all you
have to do is one week before and one week after say it is
done, I would be looking at some of our families having
to pay for gas, they have huge amounts but if in some
ways it contributes to fire fund we all pay for whether
we are ranchers or farmers and that would be a way to
get some of it stopped. We are also giving the state the
opportunity to say from this day to this day you can buy
your fireworks, but one week before and one week after
and then that tax would go off but they are going to pay
to play. That protects our industries. I'm bringing it back
to Wyoming, our future. We are ran outside of Wyoming
by the FDA, I don’t see no reason for all the time and all
the history. I served on the Wyoming Business Council
and they had opened a slaughter house and they opened
it for Wyoming people in Wyoming area. I can’t see why
we can’t raise our own chicken, our own sheep, our own
cattle, and everything else and create a market within
Wyoming. I support Wyoming Agriculture.

Megan Degenfelder, Republican

I'm a sixth-generation ranch kid from Casper who
was raised with the values that define hard work in
Wyoming: faith, personal responsibility, stewardship
of the land, and respect for the people who feed this
country. My family put everything they had into
building a strong agriculture operation and clawing
their way to the middle class. I know firsthand that
agriculture is even more than an economic engine of
Wyoming - it is part of who we are.

As governor, my vision for agriculture is simple:
defend the people who produce, protect Wyoming’s water
and private property rights, fight federal overreach, and
preserve and improve those opportunities for the next
generation, and the generation after that.

The most important issue facing Wyoming
agriculture is water. Without water, there is no
agriculture, no rural economy, and no future for many
of our communities. I will fight to protect Wyoming’s
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water rights, prioritize water storage and infrastructure,
support irrigation and conservation projects, and make
sure agriculture is never pushed to the back of the line
by outside interests. Whether the threat comes from
drought, downstream states, federal regulation, or new
industrial demands, Wyoming must put our producers
and communities first.

I'will also be a strong defender of private property
rights. Farmers and ranchers should not have to fight
endless regulations, abusive easements, unreasonable
land-use restrictions, or heavy-handed federal agencies just
to make a living. As governor, I will stand with landowners
against federal overreach, oppose policies that undermine
grazing, energy, timber, and multiple use, and work to
ensure that conservation is voluntary, locally driven, and
respectful of the people who know the land best.

Wyoming agriculture is also being squeezed by rising
costs. Fuel, fertilizer, equipment, labor, insurance, property
taxes, and interest rates are all making it harder to keep
family operations viable. I will work to make Wyoming
more affordable by cutting wasteful spending, fighting
unnecessary regulation, supporting tax relief, and
reevaluating agriculture loan programs and financing for
best use. I will also work to provide more opportunities
for marketing Wyoming products, domestically and
internationally, and building out processing capabilities.

A bright future for our agriculture industry also
requires a strong workforce pipeline. That means
supporting career and technical education, including
organizations like FFA and 4-H, as well as general
agriculture education and policies that help young
people see a future in farming and ranching. This has
been a top priority during my time as Superintendent of
Public Instruction, as we have significantly increased
CTE concentrators and doubled funding for FFA, and
while I was a board member for Wyoming Agriculture in
the Classroom. Wyoming should be a place where every
child grows up knowing where their food comes from,
and where a young ranch kid can build a life, raise a
family, and carry forward the legacy of those who came
before them. I was given that opportunity, I am humbled
by it, and [ will fight to preserve it for future generations.

Finally, Wyoming needs a governor who understands
that agriculture is tied to every major issue facing our
state: water, land, energy, wildlife, taxes, education,
workforce, and rural health care — and keeping our kids
here in Wyoming. I will ensure producers have a seat at
the table before decisions are made, not after.

Wyoming agriculture does not need more lectures from
Washington, D.C., or radical activists who do not understand
our state. It needs a governor who will listen, fight, and
deliver. I will always stand with Wyoming farmers and
ranchers to defend our way of life and work every day to keep
agriculture strong for generations to come.

EDITOR’S NOTE: All candidates for Wyoming
State-Wide Office were provided the opportunity
to submit a position statement (no more than 300
words). In the position statement, the candidates
were asked to “Please share your vision for
agriculture by addressing current issues and future
opportunities to support and strengthen Wyoming
agriculture.” Those candidates (in alphabetical
order) who replied have their responses printed as
received in this special election issue.

Candidates for Wyoming
Secretary of State

Bryan McCarty, Democratic

No response submitted.

Qwenton Eagle Oviatt, Republican
No response submitted.

Robert Short, Republican

As your next Secretary of State, I am committed to
the success of our agricultural producers in Wyoming.
Growing up in Glenrock, [ was fortunate to spend time
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working on multiple ranches in and around Converse
County. My first job was at the Duncan Ranch where I
learned the importance of ranching in Wyoming and
how to be a good land steward.

Ranching, farming and other agricultural pursuits
in Wyoming are key to growing our future. As we see
more challenges facing agricultural producers across the
country, we also see more opportunities for Wyoming
producers. Wyoming grown products can help improve
our food security concerns by being closer to the
consumer. When we provide Wyoming grown products,
we benefit the producer and the consumer through
improved quality and lower transportation costs.

As Secretary of State, serving on the State Board of
Land Commissioners, I engage in decisions concerning
leasing of State Lands. These lands are critical to
producers and must be utilized for the benefit of Schools
in Wyoming. When these lands are used wisely, we
improve range health, benefit agriculture and provide
critical funding for Schools.

As we see more multiple use opportunities develop,
we enhance our Constitutionally mandated use of these
lands. Current challenges include public perception of
State Lands as a public access right vs the Constitutional
directive for use. Education around these issues is critical to
reduce friction between stakeholders. Future opportunities
might include farm-to-table crops through the utilization
of geothermal greenhouse growing, where the installation
of geothermal systems to generate electricity or heat
can also be used to benefit the growing environment of
a greenhouse. As Secretary of State, I will work to help
improve utilization and understanding of our State Lands
to benefit agriculture and the people of Wyoming.

Rachel Williams, Republican

Wyoming agriculture isn't just a sector of our
economy; it is the bedrock of our heritage and our way
of life. As a lawmaker in Cody, [ understand that our
farmers and ranchers are the stewards of the land,
providing food security for our nation while anchoring
our rural communities.

As your next Secretary of State, my vision is to build
an unyielding executive firewall that protects Wyoming
agriculture from both federal overreach and foreign
infiltration.

For too long, Washington D.C. has treated Wyoming
like a colony. I will firmly oppose heavy-handed federal
regulations and radical ESG mandates that attempt to
lock up our lands, restrict water rights, and artificially
suppress our agricultural production. Our public and
state lands must remain open and actively managed
to maximize leasing opportunities, grazing rights, and
traditional resource extraction.

The greatest emergent threat to our industry,
however, is foreign encroachment. I will utilize my
executive voting seat on the State Board of Land
Commissioners and the State Loan and Investment
Board to block hostile foreign adversaries, specifically
the Chinese Communist Party, from purchasing
Wyoming agricultural land or acquiring property near
our critical infrastructure. We will keep the Cowhoy
State open for local producers, but permanently closed to
hostile foreign regimes.

Furthermore, I will protect our rural entrepreneurs
by cutting bureaucratic red tape, streamlining business
registrations, and keeping state regulatory costs the
lowest in the nation.

With the exclusive endorsement of outgoing
Secretary Chuck Gray, I am ready to bring a battle-
tested backbone to the executive branch to secure our
elections, protect our private property rights, and defend
the generational legacy of Wyoming agriculture. I
humbly ask for your vote.

CJ Young, Republican

I grew up on my family's ranch in Carbon County,
and agriculture has shaped my values of hard work,
stewardship, and service. Today, I am proud to remain
a Wyoming Farm Bureau member and understand
that agriculture is not just an industry. It is the
foundation of many of our communities and a way of
life worth protecting.

Candidates for Secretary of State Cont'd Page 15 ...
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Candidates for Secretary of State Continued ...

As a United States Navy Reserve officer, I remain
committed to serving our country, and I will continue
advocating for Wyoming's veterans, military families,
and the communities that support them. Service to our
state and nation is a responsibility I take seriously.

As your next Secretary of State, I will work to ensure
Wyoming remains the best place in the nation to own
a ranch, operate a farm, and build a business. That
means protecting private property rights, supporting
water rights under Wyoming law, defending our state's
authority against unnecessary federal overreach, and
ensuring government serves the people instead of
creating unnecessary burdens.

The Secretary of State's Office should also be a
partner in economic opportunity. I will continue
improving business services so ranchers, farmers, and
agricultural entrepreneurs can spend less time dealing

with paperwork and more time running their operations.

As a small business owner myself, I understand the
importance of efficient, responsive government.

Agriculture faces real challenges, from rising costs
and labor shortages to changing markets and regulatory
pressures. At the same time, Wyoming has tremendous
opportunities through value-added agriculture, energy
partnerships, technology, and responsible economic
growth that respects our agricultural heritage.

I believe Wyoming's future depends on strong rural
communities and a thriving agricultural economy. I
will bring practical leadership, respect for the rule of
law, and a commitment to ensuring that agriculture
continues to have a strong voice in Wyoming's future.

Candidate for
Wyoming State Auditor

Kristi Racines, Republican

I’'m a 4th generation Wyoming native born in Casper
and raised in Fremont County, the granddaughter
and great-granddaughter of ranchers. I'm a UW grad
in accounting and I am licensed as a CPA. When I
was elected, I brought extensive public and private
experience as an auditor and CFO to the office. My
husband and I reside in Laramie County, where we are
raising our two children.

The strength and value that farming and ranching
adds to our state cannot be understated. Time and
again, ag producers have proven to be excellent
stewards of our state lands — producing food and
clothing for our nation, caring for wildlife habitat, and
contributing and reinvesting in our economy. The
partnership between agricultural lessees and the state
land board is critical, and I will continue to preserve
and foster this relationship. Effective and responsible
multiple use of our lands is a must - but always with
an eye to minimize and mitigate any adverse impact to
existing agricultural operations.

[ will continue to work to create an environment
in which farmers and ranchers can succeed. This
means upholding private property rights, limiting taxes
and regulations, effectively utilizing our farm loan
program, and ensuring a consistent and open dialogue
between producers and elected officials on all levels.
The Auditor is not a lawmaker, but as Wyoming’s chief
accountant, is responsible for keeping the books of the
state. Even though this “back office” work may not have
an obvious impact on ag policy, it plays a critical role in
keeping Wyoming’s government small, efficient, and
transparent. Safeguarding Wyoming’s financial assets
— every dollar - is serious business and it requires a
skilled and conservative elected official.

Candidates for
Wyoming State Treasurer

Curt Meier, Republican

Agriculture is not just another industry in Wyoming
— it is a way of life that helped build our state and
continues to shape our economy, our communities
and our values. As a lifelong Wyoming ag producer,
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[ understand both the opportunities and challenges
facing agriculture today.

Producers are facing increasing pressure from
inflation, labor shortages, federal overreach, regulatory
burdens, uncertainty in markets, and ongoing concerns
regarding water, land use and private property rights.
Wyoming must continue defending the ability of
producers to make decisions that are best for their
operations rather than having those decisions dictated
from Washington, D.C. or even here in Cheyenne
because of somebody’s political ambitions.

As State Treasurer, I have worked to strengthen
Wyoming's financial position and reduce dependence
on federal dollars by helping grow investment earnings
into the state's largest source of revenue. Financial
independence gives Wyoming greater freedom to defend
our agricultural economy, our property rights and our
way of life.

Additionally, I have always supported, obeyed and
defended the U.S. and Wyoming Constitutions, in part
because those principles help ensure that agriculture
is the cornerstone of our economy and culture for
generations to come

Looking ahead, I believe our greatest opportunity is
ensuring the next generation can remain in agriculture.
That means protecting water rights, defending private
property rights, maintaining a business climate that
allows producers to succeed, and building a Wyoming
economy strong enough that our children and
grandchildren can continue living, working and raising
families on the land.

Agriculture's future depends on preserving the
freedoms and opportunities that made Wyoming strong
in the first place. I will continue working to protect those
principles and ensure agriculture remains a cornerstone
of Wyoming's economy and culture for generations to
come.

Scott Smith, Republican

My current motivation for running as the state
treasurer is he is one of five votes for the State Land
and Investment Board (SLIB). This board has chosen
to sell off some of Wyoming’s state lands to the federal
government. Also, they have sold leases to commercial
wind and solar power generation to a proposed hydrogen
plant that is going to take eight gallons of water and turn
it into one gallon of jet fuel. I believe that our water is
too valuable to be wasted and sold to the highest bidder.
Some things are not for sale. We would make hydrogen
out of our natural gas and the wind turbines ruin our
agricultural land and they can no longer produce food. I
do not want our nation to depend on other countries for
affordable food.

I believe in the code of the west and believe that
some things are not for sale. Water is just one thing that
the government shouldn't sell and be available to the
citizens of Wyoming. Sadly, the water crisis in other
states has caused tremendous problems. Take Arizona
for instance, the first group to have water restriction is
the farmers, then the farmer sells out to data centers
that when built want the large amounts of water and
itis a crisis and I want to keep that crisis away from
Wyoming! One needs to count the cost of giving away or
leasing out our state lands to special interest!

Candidates for
Wyoming Superintendent

of Public Instruction
Chad Auer, Republican

My formative years spent working as a ranch hand on
a Montana cattle operation deeply shaped my perspective,
teaching me through long days in the saddle, tending
calves, bucking bales, fixing fences, and wrangling horses
that agriculture is far more than a business—it is a way
of life. I firmly believe our education system must honor
American agriculture by teaching practical production
skills and cultivating a true appreciation for western
culture, rather than treating it as an extracurricular
afterthought that leaves students without a basic
understanding of its importance.

If you hire me to serve as Wyoming’s next State
Superintendent of Public Instruction, I will work hand-
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in-hand with parents, educators, and producers to
ensure our state leads the way in agricultural education.
I will advocate for expanding facilities to give students
real-world experience and champion the growth of
curricular and instructional programs like the Future
Farmers of America statewide.

As America looks to Wyoming to embrace the future
with optimism and courage, [ will ensure as your
Superintendent that agriculture serves as a core, critical
component of our schools.

Ana Cordova, Democratic
No response submitted.

Steve Harshman, Republican

Thank you Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation
for providing this opportunity to share a few words in
this issue of Wyoming Agriculture. My name is Steve
Harshman, I am a native, lifelong Wyoming educator
with 40 years of experience and a veteran legislator.
I grew up in Midwest, (Go Oilers). In addition to being
a native, a product of our schools, and an educator, I
am the only candidate in this race who has worked on
an oil rig and docked sheep. I believe in the Wyoming
I grew up in, where Becky and I raised our four kids.
A Wyoming of conservative values where every child
has the opportunity to succeed and live the American
Dream, regardless of zip code. Working together, we
can keep Wyoming schools great and prepare the next
generation of Wyoming leaders, workers, and citizens.
Every student has potential and Wyoming’s future starts
when parents and teachers unlock that potential. When
Wyoming’s students succeed, Wyoming succeeds! I
know that minerals pay our bills but Ag is the heart and
soul of Wyoming. I authored the Hathaway Scholarship,
and I saved the CTE education program at UW in 2019.
The program now has over 60 students, most of them
Ag education teachers getting ready to prepare the next
generation. I recently worked to get more large animal
vets trained for our state. It’s about private property rights,
working together and solving problems. It’s about leaving
it better than we found it so our kids and grandkids can
keep building this great state. I know that water is called
our most precious resource but I will say it is #2 behind
our children. My service is about our kids, our schools and
our future. Thank you for all you do, you can reach me at
262-8075.

Tom Kelly, Republican

As Superintendent of Public Instruction, I have two
primary positions to support agriculture. First, working
with the legislature and State Board of Education, I will
work to advance opportunities for local communities to
focus on CTE trades by streamlining the state’s basket of
goods and required standards back to the foundational
basics of a solid education. With fewer boxes to check off
for the state, local districts will have the flexibility to move
funds to prioritize what their local communities need.

Second, as a member of the State Land and
Investment Board, I'll defend agricultural access to
water in face of a wave of data center projects promoted
by international corporations. I'll oppose any project that
threatens the water supply or stresses the electrical grid.

Sergio A. Maldonado, Sr., Democratic
No response submitted.

VOTE
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8th
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text (307) 850-8419.

ALBANY

Blake Lanham, Laramie; Dan Wahigren,
Laramie; Jasen Mitchell, Laramie; Lucy
Carter, Laramie; Michael Osterman,
Laramie; Bobbie Harris, Laramie; Mike &
Ruth Fortman, Laramie; Steve & Cindy
Bartlett, Laramie; James Wahl, Centennial;
Kendall & Christy Burd, Cheyenne; Lyndi
Speiser (REG), Laramie

BIG HORN

Demar & Melissa Hill, Riverton; Michael
Redman, Lovell; Deborah Rossi, Powell;
Jesse Bassett, Lovell; Laurie Brumbaugh,
Greybull; Duane Horton (REG), Basin

CAMPBELL

Levi & Krysten Lee (REG), Gillette; Rick
& Stephany Erb (REG), Gillette; Joe & Barb
Lahr, Gillette; Brian & Renae Clemetson,
Gillette; Martin Hemert, Wright; Brice
Villmow, Gillette; Matthew & Amy Dewey,
Moorcroft; Marshall Herbst, Sheridan

CARBON

Ronald Hawkins, Saratoga; Dale
Miller, Rawlins; Sean & Gage Dunn,
Rawlins; Benjamin Ward, Rawlins;
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Wyoming Classifieds

[FORSALE

FOR SALE: COMPOSTING TOILET: Intended for use
in remote off-grid cabins. Operates on 12 volt solar and/
or battery power. Excellent condition. Includes 3” vent
pipe with turbine vent, composting mix and compost ac-
celerator. Weight about 75 lbs. Cost $1700 new. Asking
$1200 or best offer. Located near Riverton, WY. Call or

ALL CLASSIFIED ADS mustbe
received by the 10th of each month to
appear in the next issue. Members may
place two (2) complimentary ads, up to
40 words each, per issue. Real estate
sales not included. Complimentary ads
will run for three issues unless requested

otherwise. Non-members may

endorsement or approval of the
product or service offered.

New Members

Alex Ziegler, Saratoga; Robert Martin,
Rawlins; Brent & Patricia Snelson, Saratoga;
Janean Sellers, Dubois; Katharine Golden,
Rawlins; Arlin Brower, Saratoga

CONVERSE

Alix Hakala, Casper; Steven Hedelson,
Glenrock; Lucas Russell, Glenrock;
Nichole & Patrick Yost (REG), Douglas;
Seth Wegener, Douglas; Ashley & Timothy
Lewis, Casper; Michelle Collins, Douglas;
Carmin Family Trust (REG), Douglas;
Darren Augenstein, Douglas; David & Loren
Sturdevant, Glenrock; Virginia Sinnard,
Douglas; Kent Erickson, Douglas; Keri &
Ron McNare (REG), Douglas; Jenelle &
Clay Moore (REG), Glendo; Luke Bethea,
Douglas; Gerald Busking (REG), Douglas;
Daniel & Cheryl Cole (REG), Douglas; Josh
& Kayla Moore(REG), Douglas

CROOK
Mark Kroskin(REG), Sundance; Ashley
Idler, Sundance; Teresa Johnson, Hulett

FREMONT
Jane Trimmer, Lander; Chad St. John,
Riverton; Lester & Kylie Emerson, Riverton;

52 great issues per year plus all of our Special Editions!

The Weekly News Source for Ranchers, Farmers and

the AgriBusiness Community

Receive a 6-week complimentary subscription
to the Wyoming Livestock Roundup!

To receive your 6-week complimentary subscription,
contact Andrea at 307.234.2700 or andrea@wylr.net.*

1year - $60 « 2 years - $90 ($30 savings) 3 years - $130 ($50 savings)
Online Subscriptions: 1 year - $30

7or youwr agricullis news on-Uic-go/

www.wylr.net ¢« 800.967.1647 « 307.234.2700
P.O. Box 850 « Casper, WY 82602

*For new subscribers

Jerry Vroman (REG), Crowheart; George
& Jeanne Lajeunesse, Fort Washakie;
Jesse Gonzales, Lander; Pamela Bebout,
Riverton; Joseph Sullivan, Dubois; Ron

& Rhonda Dent, Riverton; Laina Martin,
Lander; William Moss, Lander; Katrina
Sinclair, Riverton; Tara Hill & Robert
Marshall, Kinnear; Shaylee & Zachary
Farrell, Riverton; Nicholas Newman, Lander;
Ellen Verow (REG), Riverton; Tanner &
Mikki Olsen, Riverton; Haley Lozier (REG),
Crowheart; William & Sarah Dike, Lander;
Edwin & Sylvia Cruickshank; Kari Day,
Lander; Sean & Katherine Weathers,
Lander; Robert & Deborah Ellsworth,
Lander; Richard & Shawna Pickinpaugh,
Laramie; Daniel Wyrick, Hudson; Gabriel
Lowham, Lander; Barbara Lee, Riverton;
Ray Berg, Riverton

GOSHEN

Tara & Robb Nicolay, Torrington; Marlan
Wiedman (REG), Torrington; Thomas
& Darby Hoffman, Torrington; Justin
Lovercheck/ Lovercheck Land & Cattle LLC
(REG), LaGrange; Tom & Donna Atwood,
Torrington; Kevin & Marjorie Smith (REG),
Torrington; Dennis White (REG), Veteran;
Michael & Suzanne Tietjen, Torrington;
Andy & Terry Espinoza, Torrington; Frank
Stellpflug, Torrington; Robert Cates,
Laramie; Carolyn Hackbarth (REG),
Torrington; McClun Family Trust (REG),
Veteran

HOT SPRINGS

Rockin Diamond B Ranch LLC (REG),
Thermopolis; Donna Carlson (REG),
Riverton; Cody Steinfeld, Thermopolis;
James & Sharlie Folsom (REG),
Thermopolis; Russ Grisbeck, Thermopolis;
Scott Dean, Thermopolis

JOHNSON

Jennifer Drake, Buffalo; Bruce
McWhorter, Buffalo; Casey Freise, Buffalo;
Collin Beecher, Buffalo; Lee & Cathy Tvedt,
Buffalo; Peter Bennett (REG), Kaycee;
Martha Warren, Buffalo; Toni Coates,
Rolling Hills; lan Welles (REG), Buffalo;
Shawn & Michele Welsh, Buffalo; Justin
Petty (REG), Kaycee; Lamar McKinley
(REG), Dallas, TX; Ben & Kerri Shoup,
Buffalo; Kelly Little, Buffalo; Robert Bennett,
Buffalo; Kenneth & Tawna Richardson,
Kaycee; Ed & Joe Rouleau, Buffalo;
Bryce Petty, Kaycee; Brett & Joli Brenden,
Buffalo; Carl & Cathie Waugh Big Horn;
Jayne Stone, Buffalo; Ruthann Ashburn,
Buffalo; Chris & Carmen Rodriguez (REG),
Clearmont; Allen Streeter(REG), Kaycee;
Samuel Ramsbottom (REG), Buffalo;
Roberto & Stefanie Garcia (REG), Kaycee;
Jenny Ator, Buffalo

LARAMIE

Shannon Somerset, Cheyenne;
Tyler Gibbs (REG), Cheyenne; Kenzie
Meredith, Cheyenne; Bruce & Christine
Perryman, Cheyenne; Jay & Meradith
Bondurant, Cheyenne; Cody & Coralee
Smith, Carpenter; Erwin Steiner, Cheyenne;
Kristyn Williams, Cheynne; Jason & Hilary
Wasserburger (REG), Cheyenne; John &
Andrea Cook, Cheyenne; Krening Susan,
Cheyenne; Kristopher Mitchell, Cheyenne;
Ross & Michelle Heinen, Cheyenne;
Thomas & Mary Parish, Cheyenne;

submit an ad at a minimum rate of
$5 per ad (50 cents per word). The
appearance of any ad in Wyoming
Agriculfure does not constitute an
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TO SUBMIT ADS, send your ad
along with your name, phone number
and member number or member
county to dthayer@wyfb.org or mail
to WyFB, ATTN: Classifieds, P.O. Box
1348, Laramie, WY 82073.

Ivan & Angela Heimsoth, Cheyenne; Boyd
& Brenda Wrede, Cheyenne; Ronald &
Christina Canterbury, Cheyenne ; Annie
McGilothlin Cheyenne ; Bill Wojahn,
Cheyenne; Robin Ahrndt, Cheyenne

LINCOLN

Susan Smith, Star Valley Ranch; Tim
Lewis, Coalville, UT; Brett Burt, Kemmerer;
Brooke Walton, Afton; Amanda & Cody
Sellers, Kemmerer; Deonte Barber, Afton;
Gayle Hyde, Thayne; Joseph Stanek,
Bedford; Larissa Maine, Alpine; Larry
Jenkins, Freedom; Stephanie Cooper,
Thayne; Reva Mckee, Casper; Terri Webb,
Fairview; Valerie Kern, Afton; Joshua
Davis, Thayne; Quinn McColly, Star
Valley Ranch; Alycia Harris, Etna; Jessika
Wallace, Star Valley Ranch; Linda & Ted
Walker, Kemmerer; Joshua Kurtti, Alpine;
Dan Truchot, Afton; Jay Romaine, Afton;
Jennifer Boden, Alpine; Jon Slovernick,
Kemmerer; Levi Rees, Etna; Ember Oakley,
Kemmerer; Jennifer Hamp, Afton; Joseph
Dolister, Thayne; Elizabeth Wheeler, Afton;
Kyle Kisling, Riverton; George & Betty
Collins (REG), Kemmerer; Daryl Billings,
Henderson, CO; Marshall Watkins, Etna;
Elijah Aznoe, Alpine; Joe Heward, Thayne;
Galen Staley, Alpine; Bryce Ehrenstrom,
Bedford; Button Entreprises LLC, Afton;
Jeff Park, Thayne; Jodi Louie, Alpine;
Joshua Flud, Thayne; Lenore Wright, Etna;
Russ Stuart, Smoot; Michael Kirkwood,
Alpine; Ashely Edwards, Afton; Dennis
Christianson, Star Valley Ranch; Ron
& Mary Bittenbender, Thayne; Alyssa
Flinders, Star Valley Ranch; Katlin Galloway,
Afton; Haley Earls, Thayne; Beau Taylor,
Alpine; Bonnie & Brad Meyer, Kemmerer ;
Craig Sommerfeldt, Afton; Gary & Delores
Hunzie, Kemmerer; Gary Nissem, Marion,
IA; John Faicco, Afton ; John Rentschler,
Etna; Michael Ellefson, Alpine; Woodrow
Studt, La Barge; Christopher Lamborn
(REG), Diamondville; Randall Schroeder,
Etna; Eugene Arnell, Thayne; Chris Beck,
Thayne; Christopher Riccardi, Star Valley
Ranch; Joseph Chenault, Etna; Justin
Olsen, Kemmerer; Savannah Kennington,
Afton; Cecile & Blair Iden, Smoot; Devry
Taylor, Afton; Harry Burns, La Barge; Paul
Lavold, Alpine; Betty Brendle, Thayne;
Douglas McNeel, Alpine; Dana Henry, Star
Valley Ranch; Jacob Allsopp, Etna

NATRONA

Yvonne Wasserburger (REG), Casper;
Nathaniel Lajeunesse; Shawn & Andie
Kiger, Casper; Jimmy & Judi Moore,
Casper; Kent & Val Lathrop, Evansville;
Dean Keith (REG), Torrington; Diana
Merdink, Mills; Christi Geuke, Casper;
Benjamin Carstensen, Casper; Christopher
Biggs, Casper; Jack Branson, Casper;
William Maxwell, Casper; William &
Judith Boyer, Casper; Neil & Linda Hood,
Casper; Casey Anderson, Casper; Angela
Grauberger, Casper; Peter & Pamala
Brondos, Casper; Joan Fogle, Casper; Edwin
Walsh, Mills; Duane &Deborah Conley,
Glendo; Debra Gibson, Casper; Adam
Heessel, Casper; Jessica Blom, Casper;
Alina Young, Casper; Tom & Katey Covert,
Casper; Jeanna Allmaras (REG), Torrington;
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NATRONA NEW MEMBERS... From Page 16

Sandra McDaniel, Casper; Taylor Cook

& Tayler Perry, Casper; Janet Curry,

Casper; James Williams, Glenrock; Megan
Lockwood, Casper; Cameron Bretz, Casper;
Michael & Tonya Munari, Casper; Jim
Delinger, Mills ; Justina Richardson, Casper

PARK

Barry Schwab, Powell; Seaton Smith,
Powell; Russell Jacobs, Cody; Jestyn &
Brooke Hicks, Cody; Fred & Kay Thomas
(REG), Meeteetse; Emmanuelle McCarty/
McCarty Ranching LLC (REG), Cody;
Christopher LeBlanc, Powell; Gregory
Greer, Cody; Joseph Shumway, Cody;
Rahim Khan, Powell; Rose Danhof,
Ralston; Tyler Hessenthaler, Powell;
Thomas & Donnitta Hall, Cody; Bret &
Mary Reed (REG), Cody; Kane & Tracy
Morris, Powell; Todd & Kimberly Mauthe,
Powell; Ty Linebaugh, Powell; Allan
Fach, Powell; Brice Adney, Cody; Steven
Lensegrav, Powell; Mark Allphin, Cody;
Ashly Lewis, Meeteetse; Marvin Gideon,
Cody; Thomas & Ayda Hamann, Cody;
Catherine Spangler (REG), Cody; Kirk
Bennett, Meeteetse; Justin & Stephanie
Braten, Cody; Skip & Emily Hart, Powell;
Neil & Kristy Cross, Powell; Timothy
Restle, Cody; Quin & Tracy Lafollette,
Cody; Darin Knowler, Cody; Ann Ruward,
Powell; Johnnie & Janet Wigginton; Robert
Gould, Powell; Makensey & Heather Jones
(REG), Powell; George Whitlock, Cody

PLATTE

Hoskinson Ranch LLC (REG),
Wheatland; Adam & Christina Ashmore,
Guernsey

SHERIDAN

James O’Daniel, Sheridan; Christopher
Rader, Sheridan; lan Mcgivney, Sheridan;
Karen Butts, Sheridan; Linda Beld, Sheridan;
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Richard & Loretta Mausolf, Sheridan;
Patrick & Jenna Akers, Sheridan; Raith
Durham, Sheridan; Robert & Laura Lynam,
Sheridan; Kasey Brown, Sheridan; Josh &
Joy Copeland, Sheridan; Robert Marosok,
Sheridan; Krysta Roush, Ranchester;
Bryce Lindberg, Sheridan; Allison, Nikont,
Sheridan; Blake Weidner, Sheridan, Shawn
Packard, Sheridan; Joan & Bob Walllick
(REG), Big Horn; Nicole Ritt, Sheridan; Bart
Serres (REG), Sheridan; John Hininger,
Sheridan; Kristin & Jonathan Gamble
(REG), Sheridan; Teri Larson, Paso Robles,
CA; Chad Gustafson, Sheridan; Michelle
Syring, Sheridan; John Marshall, Banner;
Kara Hardy, Sheridan; Kelli Macha, Big
Horn; Levonne Metherd, Story; Homer

& Lori Scott, Sheridan; Paden Tomac,
Sheridan; Eric Nyback, Sheridan; Steven
Tobi, Sheridan; Adreana Castro, Sheridan;
Chad Justus, Parkman; Tony & Melinda
Quinn, Big Horn; Kyle Fedden, Sheridan;
Mary Miller, Banner; Sorenson Ranch LLC
(REG), Mills; Larry Malchodi, Sheridan;

Jill Morrison, Sheridan; Brandy & Chad
Bradshaw, Sheridan; Mark & Mary Guyer,
Sheridan; Jess Sams, Banner; Paula
Weston, Sheridan; Allison Wohlers,
Sheridan; Joseph & Laura McColley,
Sheridan; Tyler McGary, Sheridan; Walter
& Deborah Ebia, Sheridan; David &
Rebecca Sanders, Sheridan; Calvin &
Nancie Furnish, Sheridan; Nikki Stallions,
Sheridan; Burr Riesen, Sheridan; Bonnie
Rhinesmith, Sheridan; Christopher Herbst,
Sheridan; James Henford, Sheridan;
Verdine Davis, Sheridan; Wayne & Pamela
Gable, Sheridan; Tammy Belus/ Hidden
Valley Ranch Inc (REG), Sheridan; Jeffrey
Barrington, Sheridan; Stacey Rucki,
Sheridan; Douglas Wheeler, Sheridan; Kirk
Terrill, Story; Herb & Amy Roose, Sheridan;
Jarrett & Karla Olsen Ranchester; Joshua
Fink, Sheridan; Thomas & Donna Elisius,
Big Horn; Jamie Franzman, Sheridan; Julio
& Suzanne Quintana, Sheridan

SUBLETTE

Greg & Taryn Eiden, Big Piney; Shane
Lucas/ High Country Land & Livestock LLC,
Boulder; Cristinia Paravicini/Old Montrose
Place LLC (REG), Daniel; Samuel Wheeler,
Big Piney

SWEETWATER

Daniel Prine, Rock Springs; John Aaron,
Rock Springs; Raymond Peterson, Rock
Springs; Terry Garvin, Rock Springs;
Shane Neher, Green River; Travis &
Allison Moser, Rock Springs; Cody &
Taleea Ruiz, Rock Springs; Janet Deters,
Green River; Lorenzo Lumpkin, Green
River; Brandon & Brynn Tinker, Green
River; Julee Dreben, Rock Springs;
James & Elizabeth Sedey, Rock Springs;
Jonathan White, Rock Springs; Richard
Marsing (REG), Green River; Chris &
Brandy Vasques, Rock Springs; Eric
Shantz, Green River; Ben & Becky

Thoman (REG), Farson; Bradly McCollum,

Green River; Sandra Page, Green River;
Steve Casey & Bethany Gilson, Rock
Springs; Phillip Stanton, Green River;
Colter Kofoed, Rock Springs; Dylan
Coburn, Rock Springs; Gabriel Copeland,
Rock Springs; Charles McClaren, Green
River; Christian Steffen, Kemmerer;
Jackie Burgess, Rock Springs

TETON

Joe & Jaren Bressler, Alpine; Joseph
May, Jackson; Roy Trimmer, Casper;
Michael Mebine, Jackson; Josh Beck
(REG), Jackson; Daniel Dandridge, Beulah;
Reed Russell, Jackson; Richard McDowell,
Jackson; Chris Morasco & Teresa Musetti,
Alpine; Theodore & Tammie Holland,
Jackson; Carol & Bill Woodward, Star Valley
Ranch; Rodney & Christine Kangas, Alpine;
Kathryn Dahlgren, Jackson; Sean Clark,
Jackson; James & Leslie Wallter, Jackson;
Orion Hatch, Teton Village
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UINTA

Mark & Suzette Brown, Littlefield, AZ;
Karen Field, Evanston; Justin Walker,
Mountain View; Greg & Jamie Beach,
Mountain View; John Browns (REG),
Evanston; Robert Davis, Evanston; Michael
Maxfield, Robertson; Jordan Deru, Lyman;
Michael Soule, Evanston; Tyler Rhodes,
Mountain View; Sallie Waters (REG),
Evanston; Richard Guild, Robertson;
Dane & Christy Hutchings, Evanston;
Gordon Young, Lyman; Lane South (REG),
Evanston; Cael Giles (REG), Mountain
View; Josh Roitz/ Roitz Ranch LLC(REG),
Robertson; Kendall Potter, Mountain View;
Joel & Mary Ewell, Lymna; James & Glenda
Bradshaw(REG), Lyman; Richard Price,
Green River; Herman Roybal, Evanston;
Christine Welling, Evanston; Curtis Rex,
Evanston

WASHAKIE

Adam & Briana Redland (REG),
Burlington; Jon Then/ Then Wyoming
LLC (REG), Ten Sleep; Jenean Patrick,
Worland; Maclin & Saibrynn Wiley, Gillette;
Gary & Cheryl Young, Worland; Nathan &
Katherine Schmeltzer, Worland; David &
Sheila Paumer (REG) Hyattville; Kraig &
Michelle Emmett, Worland; Keith Bower
(REG), Worland; David & Janet Damiano,
Worland; Ryan & Kelly Schauble, Worland;
Kris Robertson / Diamond S Ranch LLC
(REG), Hyattville; John & Vernon Greet
(REG), Ten Sleep; James & Bobbi Byrd
(REG), Thermopolis; Brittany Tidemann,
Worland

WESTON

Nathan Smith, Newcastle; Eric & Audra
Dudsinski, Newcastle; Derek & Andrea
Gregory, Newcastle; Jerry Pena, Newcastle;
Lanae Hanson, Newcastle; Jacob Happy,
Newcastle; Thomas Curley, Newcastle;
Harry Crawford, Newcastle

- - S—

CURT
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STATE TREASURER
DON’T MESS WITH SUCCESS.

8 YEARS OF PROVEN RESULTS FOR WYOMING

GROWING WYOMING'S FUTURE
Helpad grow aststs invaiimants io becama Weoming'i
LARGEST SOURCE OF REVEMUE.

RETURNING MILLIONS TO OWNERS
Beturned & record 572 MILLION s
unclaimed property to rghtful cwnors

FROTECTING TAXPAYER DOLLARS
Hesponsibbe fiscal stewandshsp that samns strong
wrveitrnent retuirs WITHOUT RAISING TAXES,

BLILDING LONG-TERM STRENGTH
Warklreg 1o croate a Wyoming Genoratesnal
bvveatmant Fund Tor huure genevations

VOTE FOR CURT MEIER
IN THE AUGUST 18
REPUBLICAN PRIMARY!

PROVEN LEADERSHIP. CONSERVATIVE RESULTS.

HE'S BUILDING A

STRONGER WYOMING

FOR OUR FAMILIES.

FAID FOR BY THE COMMITTEE TQ

FROM THE F
70 YOUR FU

Curt understas
the hard
to build 50
that lasts-

.'l.lﬂl'k I't tak;‘ﬁ

mething

M VISIT WWW.MEIER4AWYO.COM af==10
AND JOIN OUR TEAM! |

ELECT CURT MEIER

S

We're working for a Wyoming
where families can gather,
kids can grow up strong, and
backyard BEQs never go out
of style.
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www. wiylhoorg
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ROOTED IN

reedovn

107th Annual Meeting
November 12-14, 2026
Ramkota in Casper, WY

A \\yoming
'- = Farm Bureau®Federation

NOW WITH ANNUAL PAYMENTS

OUR 0% FINANCING PROGRAM INCLUDES

¢ Delay your payment for a full year with a down
payment or trade-in

OR

e Make your first payment upfront with no down payment
or trade required

307-261-4411

*Terms and conditions apply, see dealer for details.

LOCATIONS IN:
CASPER CHEYENNE

GILLETTE ROCK SPRINGS PRp—
WYOMINGCAT.COM gz [P
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Albany County Ranch & Farm
Bureau Federation News
D

SUBMITTED BY COLLETTE CHRISTENSEN
(] &

he Albany County Ranch and FB helped
sponsor the 2026 Ag Expo for 3rd
Albany County
Ranch & Farm Bureau’Federation

graders hosted by the Albany County
Cattlewomen in May. ACR&FB provided t-shirts
for the 3rd graders who attended the Ag
Expo. The T-shirts mimic a sports jersey and
proclaim Wyoming agricultural facts. W

The soil on your farm or ranch is rich with nutrients and minerals...

AND underground pipelines.

CALL 811 BEFORE YOU DIG, in order to notify utility companies who
will be affected by the excavation. The company will respond to your
call and mark their facilities in your work area. This is a FREE service.

No one digs more dirt than America's Farmers and Ranchers.

No matter if you're deep tilling, drain tiling, ditch cleaning or moving
heavy loads. Understanding what's below ground will help you DIG
SAFELY.

CGA
Connd Lo AR

munengmnnﬁnﬂ

www.kindermorgan.com/public_awareness

www.commongroundalliance.com
www.call811.com
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BARLOW

FOR GOVERNOR
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VOTE ERIC BARLOW FOR REPUBLICAN GOVERNOR
REPUBLICAN PRIMARY: AUGUST 18TH

OUR LAND IS NOT FOR SALE

Washington insiders want to sell off Wyoming's public lands. Eric Barlow has two words for
them: not happening. A 4th-generation rancher, Eric knows our public lands are where we graze,
hunt, ride, work, and raise our families. He'll make sure Wyoming has the final say.

WYOMING BELONGS T0 US

People who don't know our roads, our towns, or our way of life want to decide what Wyoming becomes
with outside money and outside agendas. Eric Barlow won't let them. He was born here, raised here,
served here, and he'll answer to Wyoming.

SAVE RURAL HEALTHCARE

Too many of us use a half tank of gas just to access a doctor. Rural care is stretched thin, and
small towns are paying the price. Eric Barlow has fought for healthcare in the Legislature. He'll bring
hospitals, providers, EMS, and local leaders together to save rural healthcare the Wyoming way.

PAID FOR BY BARLOW FOR WYOMING
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Comparing AEWR and Private Sector Wages

JILLIAN

CONBRESS

EXPERIENGE 10 LEAD.
ROOTS T0 REPRESENT.

& Protéct Wyarming's Public Lamsds
# Falr Trade Deals For Wyoming Farmarns and Ranchars
# Lower Costs For '.".:‘_h,-nrmngil:r_'s

Oan Hand. Do ﬂ'-'cw acs ?m_;ﬁ!'
VOTE JILLIAN BALOW FOR CONGRESS

0 Hilanbulesfordyemingoos  [1. 200 1 Baacrve

n Hakoes For Wiyomong (G056

“I'VE LED DUR SCHOOLS AND SERVED ON DOUR LAND BOARD. 'M A FIFTH-GENERATION

e nd Cagenfl @ Tha bl Wil gl Brramie Sebmo WEge Gogein feace JOLS

+80%, Adverie [fesd Wage lais

+47%, Private Sector Wage Growth

FORE  IORE  I01F  Io0m F0AN

B ieean farr Borsas Prdi i

FARMLABORBILL... From Page 9

SAWA strikes the seasonal require-
ment and clarifies the temporary des-
ignation for workers just under a year’s
length. And the legislation ensures that
many previously precluded sectors will
be eligible for H-2A workers, including
dairy and livestock occupations. Coupled

- with additional reforms, SAWA provides a
WWYDMAINGITE. AND NDWY | WANT TO FIGHT FOR WYOMING IN CONGRESS - fittzmse | 3rith additional reforms, SAWA provides 2
E:-mh:!w round needs to secure a labor force where

domestic interest in this work is absent.

The Time to Address Agricultural
Labor Shortages is Now

Our agricultural workforce challenges
are complex, multi-factored, and often mis-
understood. Federal policymakers should
seek to understand the labor needs of fami-
ly farms and the direct implications for U.S.
competitiveness in the global landscape.
Struggling with this persistent and defin-

030 FOFI POIT F0IAT J024 FOIS

T B0 30N, Seadram b Aerriae o R  eliealei

ing problem for decades, so many family
farms — nearly 200,000 in the past decade,
in fact - have closed down.

With the farm economy currently un-
derwater in so many areas, Congress has
an obligation to get the Securing Agricul-
ture’s Workforce Act on the president’s
desk. For the sake of family farm sustain-
ability and national security, Farm Bureau
urges lawmakers to pass this critical legis-
lation as soon as possible.

AFBF Policy Supports:

® A visa program that is open to all
segments of agriculture and flexible
enough to provide for the differing needs
of farmers and ranchers, including sea-
sonal and year-round employers;

® A wage methodology that would cap
year-over-year increases and is based on
sound data.

® A visa program that is simplified
and cost-competitive. M

ﬂﬂ‘é C? ‘E*‘é.'g*
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Youth Rodeo/Youth Horse Show
Saturday, July 25th 9:00AM
Team Roping
Saturday, July 25th TBA

Ranch Rodeo
Tuesday, July 28th
Calcutta - 6:00 pm

Rodeo = 6:30 pm

Adventure Zone & Warrior's Playground
Wednesday through Saturday
July 29th - August 1st
12:00 to 7:00 pm

Story Time with Miss Tonia
Wednesday & Thursday
July 29 & 30 10:30 am

for most updated and complete schedule

Crook County Fair

July 25th - Aug Ist, 2026 Sundance, Wyoming

Growing Skills, Raising Stock, Shaping
America’s Next 250 Years

Youth Rough Stock Rodeo
Thursday, July 30th 5:30 pm

Bike Relay
saturday, August 1st 8:30 am

Fair Parade
Saturday, August 1st 10:00 am

Buyer & Community BBQ Free WI-FI
Saturday, August 1st 12:00 pm
_ courtsey of
Junior Livestock Sale
Saturday, August 1st 2:00 pm
Yard Game Extravaganza
Saturday, August 1st 7:30 PM
: " RANGE"
schedule of events subject to change visit
www.crookcofair.com at the 2026

Crook County Fair
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STEVE

HARSHMAN
STATE SUPERINTENDENT
REPUBLICAN

PUTTING WYOMING KIDS FIRST

Helping every student prepare for college,
careers, the trades, military service, and
opportunities right here in Wyoming.

OUR SCHOOLS

Supporting teachers, parents, local school
boards, and communities with practical
leadership that puts students first.

OUR FUTURE

Making responsible decisions today so
Wyoming schools stay strong for the next
generation.

v 40 Years Wyoming Teacher & Coach

v Proven Leadership Experience

v Focused on Students, Families, and
Educators

v Author of the Hathaway Scholarship

WyomingAgriculture

PAGE 21

OURKIDS
OUR SCHOOLS
OUR FUTURE

Steve Harshman is a Wyoming native,
husband, father of four, lifelong teacher, and
dedicated public servant.

For 40 years, Steve has worked with Wyoming
students, families, teachers, and
communities.

He understands education in the classroom,
on the sidelines, around the kitchen table, and
from the floor of the Legislature.

Steve and his wife, also a longtime Wyoming
educator, raised their four children with the
same values he brings to this race: hard work,
accountability, service, and a deep belief in
Wyoming kids.

As Superintendent, Steve will bring steady
leadership focused on strong students,
supported teachers, and local schools,
and responsible decisions for
Wyoming's future.

VOTE AUG. 18TH

HARSHMANFORWYOMING.COM

PAID FOR BY HARSHMAN FOR WYOMING
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It’s your future.

Let’s protect it.

Sierra Booth
Agent
Alpine

307-654-3815

Dallas Turnbow

Joshua Tangeman*
Agent
Cheyenne
387-632-1194

Seth Tangeman*
Agent, Financial Advisor

Cheyenne
387-632-1194

Mike Smith*
Agent, Financial Advisor
Gillette
307-682-3836

Tamey Peternal*
Agent
Kemmerer
307-877-5582

Seth Tangeman*
Agent, Financial Advisor
Pine Bluffs
307-632-1194

Andrea Robinson*
Agent
Sundance
307-283-3582

Nick Smith*
Agent, Financial Advisor
Buffalo
307-684-1300

Lauren Stelting*
Agent, Financial Advisor
Cody
307-587-5000

Justin Hatfield Ellary Kelly*
Agent Agent
Glenrock Greybull

307-436-8402 307-765-4621

Justin Jeffers*
Agent

Laramie
307-742-4847

Agent
Laramie
307-742-4847

| 5
Jak Tanner Shelby Labuda
Agent Agent
Pinedale Rawlins

307-367-2141 307-328-0094

Grant Curry* Joshua Tangeman*
Agent Agent
Torrington Wheatland

307-532-3610 307-632-1194

A FARM BUREAU

Zack acobsen"

Together we'll create a plan to protect what matters most to you.

Jack Swanson*
Agent
Casper

307-234-5515

Justin Hatfield
Agent
Douglas
307-358-3606

BD. FINANCIAL SERVICES

Auto | Home | Life | Business | Farm & Ranch | Annuities | fbfs.com

*Registered Representative/Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLC,* 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266, 877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Advisory services offered through FBL Wealth Management, LLC.*
Mountain West Farm Bureau Insurance Company/Laramie, WY. Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company**/West Des Moines, IA. Individual must be a registered representative of FBL Marketing Services, LLC to discuss securities products. Individual must be an
investment adviser representative with FBL Wealth Management, LLC to discuss advisory services. Individual must be licensed with issuing company to offer insurance products. *Affiliates. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services. M199 (12-25)

Jackson Ayala*
Agent, Financial Advisor
Jackson
307-733-3813

Jason Bellx
Agent, Financial Advisor
Cheyenne
307-632-9008

—

-»
.

Becky Pearson*
Agent
Gillette
307-682-4454

Holly Borton*
Agent
Newcastle
307-746-4471

Brigett Bunker
Agent
Riverton
307-463-4299

Kris Mullx

Agent, Financial Advisor
Worland

307-347-3583
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Production costs expected to reach new highs in 2027

BY FAITH PARUM, PH.D.,
AFBF EcoNOMIST

he latest USDA Commodity Cost and

I Returns report provides the first

comprehensive look at how recent
disruptions in global energy and fertiliz-
er markets are filtering down to the farm
level. Released after months of volatility
stemming from conflict involving Iran
and concerns over shipments moving
through the Strait of Hormuz, and as ex-
pected, the updated projections indicate
production costs are expected to be higher
than previously anticipated for every ma-
jor crop for the 2026 growing season. The
findings align with the American Farm
Bureau Federation’s recent survey of over
5,700 farmers, which found that 70% of
respondents were unable to afford all the
fertilizer they needed for the 2026 crop
year as rising input costs continued to
strain farm finances. The next update will
be in November of this year.

Costs Projected to Reach New
Highs in 2027

USDA’s new 2027 cost of production
forecast reveals farmers may not see
meaningful relief from elevated produc-
tion costs anytime soon. USDA’s prelim-
inary 2027 projections show total pro-
duction costs continuing to rise for most
major crops, pushing all commodities
to record highs. Higher production costs
are driven not by fuel and fertilizer in
2027, but rather by higher prices for seed,
chemicals, repairs, labor, machinery and
cash rents expenses. USDA’s current esti-
mates for rice production costs are $1,427
per acre in 2027, followed by peanuts
at $1,248 per acre, cotton at $1,001 per
acre and corn at $952 per acre. Soybeans,
sorghum and wheat are also projected to
reach record levels.

For many crops, projected 2027 costs
exceed not only USDA’s previous fore-
casts but also the highs experienced
during the supply chain disruptions and
inflationary pressures of the early 2020s.
Since 2005, total productions costs have
more than doubled for several major
row crops, including soybeans (+165%),
corn (+146%), wheat (+106%) and rice
(+103%). While commodity prices often
fluctuate from year to year, production
expenses have steadily trended higher,
leaving farmers increasingly exposed
when crop prices decline. The record
costs projected for 2027 suggest that ris-
ing input expenses are no longer a tem-
porary challenge but a persistent reality
facing farmers across the country.

Production Costs Revised
Higher

Compared to USDA’s earlier 2026 pro-
jections, total production costs were re-
vised higher for every major crop included
in thereport. Rice had the largest increase,

D \\yoming

« Farm Bureau® Federation
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F0I¥)w ds/ o§:

. 1 | ﬂ | H*‘
i N : 1

with projected costs rising nearly $75 per
acre (5.6%), followed by peanuts at nearly
$30 per acre (2.5%) and corn at more than
$19 per acre (2.1%). While the magnitude
varies by crop, production expense fore-
casts for all major commodities increased
in the updated outlook and are projected
to climb even higher in 2027.

Fuel and Fertilizer Drive Cost
Increases for 2026, Declining
in 2027

Much of the increase in USDA’s updat-
ed cost estimates can be traced to higher
fuel and fertilizer expenses. Compared to
USDA’s earlier 2026 projections, fertiliz-
er costs were revised 9% to 13% higher
across major crops, while fuel, lube and
electricity expenses increased 33% to
41%.

Fuel costs represented the largest up-
ward revision in the report. Projected fuel,
lube and electricity expenses increased
41% for sorghum, 36.8% for peanuts and

more than 34% for corn, wheat and rice.
Fertilizer costs also moved sharply higher,
increasing 11.7% for rice and more than
11% for corn, soybeans and peanuts.

However, the recent easing of ten-
sions in the Middle East and the end of
the Iran conflict could provide some re-
lief to global energy markets. USDA does
project that fuel and fertilizer prices will
drop in 2027 as the Strait of Hormuz
opens and resumes normal traffic. How-
ever, high production expenses in other
categories and low commodity prices will
likely continue weighing on the econom-
ic viability of farms. USDA will revise its
forecast in November.

Not all cost categories moved higher
in 2026. Seed and chemical expenses
were revised lower for most crops, par-
tially offsetting increases elsewhere.
However, the magnitude of higher fuel
and fertilizer costs outweighed those de-
clines, resulting in cost increases for all
crops covered in the report.

Bottom Line

The latest USDA projections highlight
the challenges farmers continue to face as
input costs remain elevated with histori-
cally low commodity prices. Production
costs were revised higher for every major
crop in 2026, driven largely by increases
in fuel and fertilizer expenses. However,
fuel and fertilizer costs are projected to
decrease in 2027. Other categories will
keep 2027 above record levels. At a time
when commodity prices remain under
pressure and margins are already thin,
higher operating expenses will place ad-
ditional strain on farm viability. Recent
policy actions, including economic assis-
tance for farmers and improvements to
the farm safety net included in the One
Big Beautiful Bill Act, provide import-
ant support, while continued progress
on a new farm bill and other efforts to
strengthen the farm economy could help
producers amid ongoing market uncer-
tainty. W
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Is your
retirement

complete?

o
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Having just one way to save — and one source of income — may not be
enough to fulfill your vision for what retirement looks like. We can help
fill the gaps with options that provide opportunities for low-risk growth

and steady, reliable retirement income you won't outlive.

Let’s find the perfect fit for you.

Contact your Farm Bureau agent to get started.

M FARM BUREAU

. FINANCIAL SERVICES

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services. A161 (5-26)
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Farm Bureau celebrates farmers and ranchers
who helped America reach 250 years

he American Farm Bureau Feder-
I ation launched a photo contest on
June 4 to celebrate the contribu-
tions of America’s farmers in growing
America into the nation it is today. The
contest is part of Farm Bureau’s FARM
250 initiative, marking the nation’s
250th anniversary.
The winner of the contest will receive
a trip to the 2027 American Farm Bureau
Convention in Charlotte, North Carolina,
courtesy of AFBF, and an iPhone 17, pro-
vided by T-Mobile.
“The history of the United States is

AFBF Councilof |
Presidents Meeting g\

rooted in every crop, pasture and dairy
barn from coast to coast,” said AFBF
President Zippy Duvall. “America’s abil-
ity to grow enough food, fuel and fiber
helped shape our nation and continues
to ensure its security. Add to that gen-
erations of innovation and the commit-
ment of farmers, and the United States
has become a leader in agriculture
around the world.

“Our photo contest is a great oppor-
tunity for farmers to share the images of
what means the most to them on their
own farms and ranches, and will show-

case the beauty of agriculture across all
50 states and Puerto Rico.”

The photo contest runs through Sept I ‘ h R I I

9, 2026. The winner must be a Farm Bu-
reau member.
FARM 250 is a year-long initiative fo-
cusing on four pillars in agriculture.
® F is for Feeding Families
® A is for Advancing Innovation ‘ :

® R is for Rural Resilience

® M is for Mindful Stewardship

Learn more about FARM 250 and the
photo contest at: https://www.fb.org/ini-
tiative/farm250 M

American Farm Bureau Federation®

yFB President Todd Forn-
Wstrom, along with Western

State Farm Bureau Presi-
dents, had the chance to sit down with
Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
Director Pearce in Washington, D.C.
mid-July while attending the Ameri-
can Farm Bureau Federation Council
of Presidents meeting. The state pres-
idents discussed proposed updates on

BLM grazing rules, along with general
BLM topics that came directly from
our WyFB members.

“It was very encouraging to visit
with Director Pearce and share import-
ant topics from our members in Wyo-
ming,” Fornstrom said. “An important
meeting to highlight and discuss how
to address the on-the-ground impacts of
BLM regulations and management.”

@ Circle D Corporation

¢ Flatbed Trailers

¢ Low Profile Equipment Trailers
¢ Flatbeds For Pickups & 1 Ton Trucks

e Livestock Trailers

¢ Horse & Stock Combo Trailers
¢ Multipurpose Trailers

“American Made Since 1987”
Hillsboro, KS 67063
Call for a dealer near you!

800-526-0939 ¢ www.circle-dtrailers.com

CREATIVE
ENERGIES

SERVING WYOMING FOR 25 YEARS

*Business Tax
Credit Available*

=

POWER YOU
PROPERTY. |,
PROTECT WHAT
MATTERS. .

Solar Power Generation
FREE ENERGY ASSESSMENT

Reliable Backup Power || | | sanford

i' = ““Q‘Q‘O‘

Energy Independence ™ your ™
o‘““s\\\eSS

E Wyoming Business, Wyoming Employees

307.332.3410 ¢ www.cesolar.com e info@cesolar.com




